v.v5j‘j£v 

4 *'"■*’*'”'**  ^  ' 

jy  7,7*-*.'  Hr-T  <  ***• ' 

ftJls$88Ks§! 

Sii  SP*..  ■  '* : 

fes^^ls 


WHKJffXVf  V*,  «v*>y»  * 

SanSfJ.^srfS-J  '•.■■"•, r.;-;;;;- 

i  JOT*.  *  r'**  Iwixy 


i .  -  wT •*****■•  1 1 r a*j» ? *  » * •'>'  «  7*.? : 

w«yN»^*M' t*  .**-v  «■••< '  v*  iJS»  <5»  -  • 


i  m -r^*'  «« .•*; : 

.-pft&n**  "J’  *£352r  *>  *>.- » **Jl£‘'%.  V  -v 

4SSSK^fs®5*SBS^«3S!r 

i!c".-;  -hz  -S.vV 


^sf^Ss***  SS^f^^KSS!  £ 

■  >-<y*. 


'  ■,*►.,«  "3fi< 


..;S^w<<^;<'js: 

*** J*  jjj’1 


«-  4»»t^**'"ii.' 

o xs  u'j'’ °  .y fs? jv»<>.*-*v*‘  y « - 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


( 


https://archive.org/details/s25id13211050 


T  H  E 


ANNUAL  REGISTER, 

,  y  ■ 

OR  A  VIEW  OF  THE 

HISTORY, 

POLITICS, 

AND 

/  * 

LITERATURE, 


For  the  YEAR  1779* 

Y 


* 


LONDON: 

f  t 

Printed  for  J.  Bods  ley,  in  Pall-Mall,  178$. 


[  v.  ] 


S  ^S^S^*SW^*S^SiC^S^S 


P  R  E  FA  C  E 


?~ |“',  H  E  Year  of  which  we  treat,  pre- 

M 

i  fented  the  moft  aweful  appearance 
of  public  affairs,  which  this  country  had 
perhaps  beheld  lor  many  ages.  All  ancient 
jfyftems  of  policy,  relative  to  any  fcheme 
of  equality  or  balance  of  power,  feemed 
forgotten  in  Europe.  Friends  and  allies 
were  no  more  with  refpedt  to  us.  On  the 
contrary,  whether  it  proceeded  from  our 
fault,  or  whether  it  was  merely  our  mis¬ 
fortune,  mankind  feemed  to  wait,  with  an 
afpedt  which  at  beft  befpoke  indifference, 
for  the  event  of  that  ruin  which  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  burft  upon  us. 

It 
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It  has  happened  fortunately,  that  the 
expected  evil  and  danger,  were  lefs  dread¬ 
ful  in  the  encounter,  than  in  the  diftant 
appearance.  The  great  combination  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  with  the  American 
Colonies,  was  far  from  producing  all  thofe 
effects  which  were  undoubtedly  expected. 
If  our  own  fucceffes  were  not  great,  and 

t  *  ’  <  %  v», 

rather  negative  than  dired  in  their  nature, 
our  lofles,  however  confiderable,  were  Bill 
lefs  than  might  have  been  apprehended. 
It  affords  no  Imall  room  both  for  fatis- 
fadion  and  hope,  that  no  diminution  of 
national  glory  has  taken  place,  through 
any  failure  of  native  valour  in  our  Seamen 
and  Soldiers.  They  have  fupported  in 
all  cafes,  and  under  whatever  circum- 
fiances  of  disadvantage,  their  antient 
charader. 

With  the  importance  and  variety  of 
the  work,  our  labour  has  increafed  ;  and 

3  every 
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every  year  of  this  period,  fo  full  of  trouble 
both  abroad  and  at  home,  has  produced 
fo  much  matter,  that  the  bufinefs  of  one 
has  run  in  upon  the  other.  The  Reader 
will  thus  account  for  the  delay  which 
has  annually  increafed.  Perhaps  we  ought 
rather  to  apologize  for  bringing  out  the 
matter  fo  crudely,  as  we  are  obliged  to 
do,  to  keep  tolerably  within  time,  than 
for  a  delay  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
magnitude  of  our  talk.  Happy  fhall  we 
deem  the  hour,  when,  recurring  from  the 
horrors  of  war  to  the  pleafant  ways  of 
peace,  we  fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  an¬ 
nouncing  to  the  Public,  the  glad  tidings 
of  returning  tranquility. 
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CHAP.  I, 

Retrofpgliive  view  of  Atnerican  affairs  in  the  year  1778.  Expedition  to 
Bedford ,  FWr  Haven  ;  and  to  Martha's  Vineyard .  Admiral  Montague 
dijpoffeffes  the  French  of  the  iflands  of  St.  Pierre ,  and  Miquelon.  Lord 
Corn-Lvallis ,  and  Gen.  Knyphaufen ,  advance  into  the  enemy’ s  country ,  on 
both  (ides  of  the  North  River.  Surprize  of  Baylor's  light  horfe.  Succefs 
of  the  expedition  to  Egg  Harbour.  Surprize  of  PidaJkV s  legion.  Cruel 

depredations  by  Butler,  Brandt ,  and  the  favages ,  on  the  back  frontiers, 
Dejlrufiion  of  the  nevo  fettlement  at  Wyoming,  attended  vcith  circumjlances 
of'fngular  cruelty  and  barbarity.  Col .  Clarke's  expedition  fro?n  Vir¬ 
ginia,  for  the  reduSion  of  the  Canadian  t ovens  and  feitlements  in  the 
Illinois  country.  Confequences  of  Clarke' s  fuccefs.  Expedition  frotn  Scho¬ 

harie  to  the  Upper  Sufquehanna.  Defruhlion  of  the  Unadilla  and  Ana. - 
quago  fettlement s.  < 


E  have  feen  in  our  laF  vo¬ 
lume,  that  the  effectual 
protection  which  the 
French  fquadron  received  from 
their  new  allies,  at  Bolton,  had 

c  ♦.  o.u  entirely  fruftrated  Lord 
Sept.Jth,  Howe,s  def)gn  of  at> 

tacking  D’Eltaing  in 
that  road  or  harbour.  Upon  this 
Vol.  XXII. 


failure  of  hope  with  refpeft  to  his 
primary  object,  the  noble  Admiral 
immediatelv  returned  to  the  fuc- 

j 

cour  of  Rhode  IHand,  which,  we 
have  alfo  Ren,  had  been  in  veiled, 
and  vigorouhy  attacked,  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Sullivan.  And  finding  that 
ill.nnd  already  treed  from  danger, 
he  proceeded  to  New  York,  where, 
[A]  m 
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in  confequence  of  what  is  under- 
flood  by  a  previous  leave  of  ab- 
fence,  he  refigned  the  command 
of  the  fleet  into  the  hands  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Gambler,  and  returned  to 
England. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had  em¬ 
barked  with  4,000  men  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Rhode  Jfland,  had  two 
other  material  objefts  in  view,  in 
one  or  both  of  which  he  might  pro¬ 
bably  have  fucceeded,  if  he  had 
not  been  detained  by  contrary 
winds  a  few  hours  beyond  his 
time,  or  that  Sullivan  had  not  been 
attentive  to  the  danger  to  which  he 
Was  expofed,  when  he  found  him- 
feif  Anally  abandoned  by  the 
French  fleet,  and  in  confequence 
deferted  by  the  New  England  vo¬ 
lunteers,  who  compofed  the  better 
part  of  his  force.  One  of  thefe 
was  to  cut  off  Sullivan’s  retreat  t© 
the  continent!  and  the  other, 
which  might  have  been  either 

<0 

adopted  as  principal,  or  purfued 
as  a  fecondary  objecl,  was  to  at¬ 
tack  the  Americans  in  their  head 
quarters  and  principal  place  of 
arms  at  Providence;  the  deftruc- 
lion,  or  effe&ual  difmantling  of 
which,  would  have  removed  an 
eye-fore,  and  confiant  fource  of  ap¬ 
prehend  on,  at  leaft,  from  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  of  Rhode  Ifland. 

Sullivan’s  timely  retreat  having 
fruftrated  thefe  deflgns,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  on  his  return  to  New 
York,  difpatched  Major  General 
Grey,  with  the  fleet  of  tranfports 
and  troops,  under  the  convoy  of 
Captain  Fanfhawe,  of  the  Ca- 
rysfort  frigate,  upon  an  expedi¬ 
tion  to  the  eailward,'  The  iirft 
object  of  this  expedition  was  to 
exterminate  fome  neils  of  fmall 
privateers,  which  abounded  in  the 
fivers  and  creeks  adjoining  tg  Buz- 
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zards  Bay,  in  that  part  of  New 
England  called  the  Plymouth  Co¬ 
lony  ;  which  from  their  vicinity 
to  Rhode  ifland  and  the  Sound, 
greatly  infefled  the  trade  of  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  adjacent 
coafts  of  Long  Ifland;  whilfl  the 
nearnefs  of  their  retreats,  with  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  veflels,  and  the 
ihallownefs  of  their  creeks,  fecured 
them  in  a  great  meafure  from  all 
purfuit.  x 

This  fervice  was  performed  with 
great  effect  by  the  detachment  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  the  Major  Ge¬ 
neral.  Between  fix  in  c  , 
the  evening,  when  the  *  $  * 

troops  were  landed,  and  twelve, 
on  the  following  day,  the  work  was 
completely  done  ;  deftroying  in 
their  courfe  about  feventy  fail  of 
flapping,  befldes  a  great  number 
of  fmall  craft.  The  detachment 
likewife  burnt  or  deftroyed  in  the 
fame  manner,  the  magazines, 
wharfs,  ftores,  warehoufes,  rope 
walks,  and  veflels  on  the  flocks, 
both  on  the  Bedford  and  Fair  Ha¬ 
ven  fides  of  the  Acafhinet  river. 

The  tranfports  and  troops  pro- , 
ceeded  from  Fair  Haven  to  the 
ifland  called  Martha’s  Vineyard  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  like 
thofe  of  Nantucket,  were  once  ce¬ 
lebrated  for  their  enterprize,  Ikill, 
and  great  fuccefs  in  the  fifheries. 
This  ifland,  being,  however,  the 
revei fe  of  Nantucket  in  point  of 
fertility,  afforded  a  considerable 
and  moll  deflrable  contribution, 
confifling  of  10,000  fbeep,  and 
300  oxen,  for  the  public  fervice  at 
New  York. 

In  the  mean  time.  Admiral  Mon¬ 
tague,  who  commanded  on  the 
Newfoundland  ftation,  no  fooner 
received  intelligence  that  D  ’Rftaing 
bad  commenced  hoflilities  on  the 
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coafts  of  North  America,  than,  in 
tonfequence  of  provisional  orders 
with  which  he  had  been  furnilhed 
for  the  purpofe,  he  difpatched 
Commodore  Evans,  with  the  Rom¬ 
ney  and  fome  frigates,  together 
with  a  detachment  of  marines  and 
artillery,  to  feize  on  the  fmall 
inlands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 
which  had  been  allotted  to  France 
by  the  laid  treaty  of  peace,  for  the 
purpofe  of  curing  and  drying  their 
fiffi,  and  ferving  as  a  ftore-houfe 
and  fhelter  for  the  veffels  employed 
in  their  fiftiery. 

As  France  had  been  particularly 
feftridted  by  the  late  treaty  from 
fortifying  tliofe  iflands,  and  equally 
tied  down  from  any  increafe  of  a 
fmall  limited  number  of  troops  in 
them,  which  were  only  adapted  to 
the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  not  to  any  purpofes  of 
defence,  again!!  whatever  might 
deferve  the  name  of  enemy,  this 
fervice  was  accordingly  performed 
without  difficulty.  A  capitula¬ 
tion  was  granted ;  irl  confequence 
of  which  the  Governor;  with  the 
inhabitants;  and  the  garrifon,  a- 
mounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
2,000,  were  tranfmitted  to  France  • 
all  the  accommodations  of  habita¬ 
tion,  trade,  and  fifhery  were  de- 
ftroyed ;  and  the  iflands  thrown 
back  into  their  original  ftatc. 

Hpon  the  return  of  the  troops 
from  the  Bedford  expedition;  and 
with  the  contributions  raifed  at 
Martha’s  Vineyard,  Gen.  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry  Clinton  determined  upon  ano¬ 
ther  to  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jer- 
fey  coafl,  where  the  enemy  had  a 
number  of  privateeers  and  prizes, 
and  what  was  Hill  more  interefting, 
fome  very  confiderable  fait  works. 
To  draw  away  their  attention  from 
the  obje&s  of  this  expedition,  and 


in  order  alfo  to  procure  forage  and 
frefh  provisions  for  the  army,  Lord 
Cornwallis  advanced  into  Jerfejr 
with  a  ftrong  body  of  troops; 
where  he  took  a  pofition  between 
Newbridge,  on  the  Hackinfack,  to 
his  left,  and  the  North  river,  to 
his  right.  At  the  fame  time, 
Lieut,  Gen;  Knyphaufen,  ad¬ 
vancing  with  another  divifion  of 
the  army  oh  the  Weft  Chefter  fide> 
took  a  parallel  pofition,  his  left 
reaching  to  the  North  River,  neaF 
Wepperham*  and  his  right  ex¬ 
tending  to  the  Brunx. 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  con¬ 
ceive  any  fituation  more  favourable 
for  the  carrying  on  of  military 
operations  with  advantage.  The 
two  divifions  being  Only  feparated 
by  the  North  River,  could,  by  the 
means  of  their  flat  boats,  unite 
their  whole  force  on  either  fide 
of  it  within  twenty-four  hours  % 
whilft,  by  the  command  of  the 
Channel,  which  their  marine  af¬ 
forded  all  the  way  up  to  the 
Highlands,  Waftiington’s  forces, 
which  Were  likewife  feparated  in 
the  fame  manner,  but  much  more 
difperfed,  could  not  have  been  af* 
fembled  in  lefs  than  ten  days; 
And  even  then,  if  he  fhould  quit 
hk  ftrong  ground  in  the  High¬ 
lands,  in  order  to  pafs  over  to  the 
relief  of  the  Jerfeys,  he  muft  have 
fubje&ed  himfelf  to  hazard  the 
confequences  of  a  general  a&ion, 
in  a  country,  which  from  its  na¬ 
ture,  would  have  been  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  him  in  fuch  an  event. 
By  this  means,  the  provinces  of 
New  York  and  the  Jerfeys  were  in 
a  great  mCafure  laid  open  to  the 
army  ;  the  neceffary  fupplies  of  fo¬ 
rage  and  provifions  were  plentifully 
obtained  ;  and  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  to  the  Well  affefled  of 
[A]  2  coming; 
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coming  In  for  protection  or  fervice. 
Such  was  one,  among  the  number- 
lefs  advantages,  which  our  naval 
command  of  the  feas  and  rivers  af¬ 
forded  in  the  courfe  of  this  war. 

Baylor’s  regiment  of  light  horfe, 
which  had  been  lately  raifed  in 
Virginia,  and  was  generally  called 
Mrs.  Wafiiington’s  regiment,  be¬ 
came  a  victim  upon  this  occafion, 
to  the  defign  of  Lord  Cornwallis, 
with  the  immediate  addrefs,  and 
promptexecution,ofPriajor  General 
Grey.  This  regiment  having  been 
detached  with  fome  militia  to 
watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers, 
their  vicinity  to  the  North  River, 
in  the  villages  of  Old  and  New 
Taapan,  where  they  lay,  with 
other  circumdances  of  fituation, 
and  perhaps  more  than  any,  their 
tmfoldierly  fecurity,  and  careleff- 
nefs  with  refpeft  to  guards  and 
pods,  induced  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
form  a  plan  for  their  furprize  in 
the  night.  In  purfuit  of  this  de¬ 
fign,  whild  Gen.  Grey,  with  the 
light  infantry,  and  fome  other 
troops,  advanced  by 

P*-*-/  1  0  night  on  the  left,  to 
furprize  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  a 
detachment  was  made  from  Knyp- 
haufen’s  corps,  on  the  right,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  71ft  regiment  under 
Col.  Campbell,  and  an  American 
light  corps,  called  the  Queen’s 
Rangers,  who  having  paffed  the 
North  River,  intended  to  have  en- 
clofed  them  fo  effectually,  that  be¬ 
ing  placed  between  two  fires,  few 
or  none  of  them  could  efcape. 

Some  deferters  from  the  column 
on  the  right,  prevented  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  fcheme.  Thefe 
having  at  the  mod  critical  moment, 
rouzed  the  militia  who  lay  in 
New  Taapan,  from  their  trance  of 
fecurity,  afforded  a  dear  opportu* 
% 


nity  for  their  efcape,  before  theccr* 
lumn  could  come  up.  But  the  Ma¬ 
jor  General  conduCled  his  diyifion, 
with  fo  profound  a  filence,  and 
fuch  excellency  of  order,  that  they 
not  only  cut  off  a  ferjeant’s  pa- 
trole  of  twelve  men,  without  anv 
noife,  but  completely  furrounded 
the  village  of  Old  Taapan  without 
any  difcovery,  and  furprized  Bay¬ 
lor’s  horfe,  afieep  and  naked,  in 
the  barns  where  they  lay.  A  fe- 
vere  execution  took  place,  and  the 
regiment  was  entirely  ruined. 

Capt.  Fergufon  of  the  70th  re¬ 
giment,  with  about  300  land  forces, 
were  detached  on  the  expedition  to 
Little  Egg  Harbour,  on  the  Jerfey 
coad,  under  the  convoy  of  Capt. 
Colins  of  the  Zebra,  with  two 
other  frigates,  befides  fome  light 
armed  veffels  and  galiies,  which, 
from  their  capacity  of  running 
into  Ihallovv  water,  were  particu¬ 
larly  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the 
intended  fervice. 

The  convoy  arrived  at  the  place 
of  its  dedination  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Oftober;  but  as  the  wind 
and  other  circumdances  retarded 
the  paffage  of  the  fhips  over  a  bar 
which  lay  in  their  way,  and  that 
every  thing  in  fuch  an  eoterprize 
depended  upon  expedition,  the 
troops  were  crowded,  as  circum- 
dances  would  admit,  into  the  gal- 
lies  and  fraall  craft,  which  were 
lightened,  by  taking  out  every 
thing  that  was  not  effentially  ne- 
ceifary  to  the  immediate  fervice. 
It  feems,  that  the  enemy  having- 
received  fome  intelligence  of  the 
defign  againd  them,  had  fuddenly 
fent  out  to  fea,  fuch  of  their  pri¬ 
vateers  as  were  in  any  degree  of 
readinefs,  in  order  thereby  to 
evade  the  impending  danger.  The 
larger  of  their  remaining  veffels, 

con- 
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confining  modly  of  prizes,  were, 
for  their  greater  fecurity,  hauled 
up  the  river  Mullicus  as  far  as  they 
could  go,  to  a  place  called  Chefnut 
Neck,  which  lay  about  20  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Their  fmaller  privateers,  and  craft 
of  different  forts,  were  carried  dill 
farther  up  into  the  country. 

Thedetachment,  with  thelighter 
armed  veffels,  proceeded,  through 
a  mod  difficult  paffage,  to  Chefnut 
Neck;  being  obliged  to  work  their 
way  at  random  through  numberlefs 
fhoals,  without  the  aid  of  a  pilot, 
or  any  knowledge  of  the  channels. 
Having  fuccefsfully  overcome  thefe 
difficulties,  they  difcovered  on  their 
arrival,  an  appearance  of  refi  dance 
which  they  could  fcarcely  have  ex¬ 
pected  ;  one  battery  {hewing  itfelf 
clofe  to  the  water  fide,  and  another, 
v/ith  a  breafl  work  manned,  to  co¬ 
ver  it  on  an  adjoining  eminence. 
But  upon  a  nearer  approach  it  was 
difcovered,  that  thefe  works  were 
totally  deftitute  of  artillery  ;  and 
the  troops  being  landed  under  a 
well  directed  cannonade  from  the 
gallies  and  gun  boats,  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  militia,  who  had  under¬ 
taken  their  defence  with  fmall 
arms,  focn  found  the  talk  beyond 
their  ability,  and  were,  with  little 
difficulty,  and  without  any  lofs, 
obliged  to  abandon  them  and  dif- 
perfe. 

The  detachment  found  ten  vef¬ 
fels  at  this  place  ;  which  were  of  a 
confiderable  fize,  and  modly  Britifh 
prizes.  Although  thefe  were  in 
general  valuable,  yet  the  difficulty 
of  the  navigation,  and  the  danger 
of  delay,  rendered  the  carrying 
them  off  impracticable  ;  they  were 
accordingly  fired  and  dedroyed. 
And  as  the  trade  of  New  York 
had  fuffered  greatly  from  thpir  de¬ 


predations,  e  commanders  deter¬ 
mined  to  rciot  0 1: '  this  neil  of  pri¬ 
vateers  as  effectual’ v  a-  poffible. 
Under  this  determination  ,  t  h  ^  de¬ 
droyed  the  fettlements,  itprehcufcs 
and  works  of  every  fort. 

The  good  will  of  the  officers  and 
troops  would  have  led  Them  to 
complete  the  bufmefs,  by  proceed¬ 
ing  up  the  river,  and  defraying 
the  remainder  of  the  enemy’s  (hip¬ 
ping,  in  their  lad  retreat,  at  the 
Forks,  if  the  difficulties  had  not 
appeared  too difcouraging,  and  the 
danger  too  imminent  to  be  pru¬ 
dently  encountered.  The  delays 
which  they  met  with  in  their  re¬ 
turn,  owing  to  the  branding  of 
fome  of  the  veffels,  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  the  troops  of  making 
fome  fuccefsful  excurfions  into  the 
neighbouring  country.  In  thefe 
they  dedroyed  fome  confiderable 
fait  works,  as  well  as  the  houfes 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons, 
who  had  either  been  confpicuous 
by  their  activity  in  the  rebellion, 
charged  with  oppredion  and  cruelty 
to  the  well  affe&ed,  or  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  fitting  out 
of  privateers  ;  a  fpecies  of  fervice, 
however,  more  calculated  to  gra¬ 
tify  refentments  on  one  fide,  and 
to  excite  them  on  the  other,  than 
to  produce  any  effential  end  with, 
regard  to  the  iffue  of  the  war. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined 
the  fquadron,  a  delay  occafioned 
by  contrary  winds  in  Egg  Har¬ 
bour,  afforded  an  opportunity  to 
enterprizing  officers  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  new  fervice,  and  that 
of  a  more  active  and  fpirited  na¬ 
ture,  than  what  they  had  already 
executed.  A  French  captain,  with 
fome  private' men,  who  had  de- 
ferted  from  Pulafki’s  legion,  gave 
fuch  an  account  of  the  carelefs 
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manner  in  which  three  troops  of 
horfe,  and  a?  many  companies  of 
Infantry,  all  belonging  to  that 
corps,  we^e  cantoned,  at  only  a 
few  miles  difiance,  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  by  fea  and  land, 
judged  it  a  fufficient  ground  for 
undertaking  an  expedition  to  fur- 
prize  and  beat  up  their  quarters. 
The  advantage  of  conveying  the 
troops  by  water  to  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  their  deflination,  to- 
ether  with  the  information  given 
y  the  deferters  of  an  unguarded 
bridge,  which  lay  a  little  on  their 
fide  of  the  fcene  of  adlion,  the 
p#ffeffion  of  which  would  ferve  in 
cafe  of  neceffity,  effe&ually  to  co¬ 
yer  the  retreat  back  to  their  vef- 
fels,  added  much  to  the  apparent 
eligibility  of  the  defign. 

The  deferters  fpoke  truth  in  this 
Jnftance,  and  the  fuccefs  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  anfwerable  to  the  ex¬ 
pectation.  250  men  were  em¬ 
barked,  who  after  rowing  ten 
miles,  were  landed  long  before 
day-light,  within  a  mile  of  the 
bridge  and  defile  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  ;  thefe  being  feized  without 
difcovery,  and  a  proper  guard  left 
to  fee u re  the  poffeffion,  die  reft  of 
the  detachment  puffied  forward, 
and  fo  completely  furprized  Pu- 
lafki’s  light  infantry  in  the  houfes 
where  they  lay,  as  nearly  to  cut 
them  to  pieces  without  refinance. 
The  viClors  numbered  above  fifty 
dead  bodies.  Several  officers,  and 
among  them,  the  Baron  de  flofe, 
a  lieutenant  colonel, with  a  captain, 
and  an  adjutant,  periffied  in  this 
daughter.  Capt.  Fergufqh  ol}- 
ferves  in  his  report,  that  it  being 
a  *  night  attack,  little  quarter 
Could  be  given,  fo  that  only  five 
prifoners  were  taken.  Though 
fp;mp  attempt  was  made  by  Pu- 


lafki’s  horfe,  and  the  remains  of  ffii* 
infantry,  to  harrafs  the  detach¬ 
ment  on  their  retreat,  the  good 
countenance  which  they  kept,  and 
the  pofTeffion  of  the  bridge,  ren¬ 
dered  it  totally  ineffe&uaL 

Civil  wars  are  unhappily  diftin- 
guiffied  from  all  others,  by  a  de¬ 
gree  of  rancour  in  their  profecq- 
tion,  which  does  not  exift  in  the 
hoflilities  of  difUndl  nations,  and 
abfoiute  flrangers.  They  are  of 
courfe  fruitful  in  circum  fiances 
grievous  to  humanity.  In  fuch 
cafes,  the  mod  trifling  occafions, 
the  mofl  vague  and  abfurd  ru¬ 
mours,  will  irritate  the  multitude 
in  all  armies,  to  a£ts  of  great  ri¬ 
gour  and  cruelty.  An  account 
given  by  the  deferters,  that  Pu- 
Jafki  had  iffued  public  orders,  for¬ 
bidding  his  corps  to  grant  any 
quarter  to  the  Rritifh  troops,  af¬ 
forded  a  new  edge  to  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers,  and  fhut  up  their  bo- 
foms  againil  every  feeling  of  pity 
or  remorfe.  This  tale,  totally  un- 
fupported,  as  it  fliould  feem,  by 
any  former,  concurrent,  or  fubfe- 
quent  circumilance,  might  well  be 
attributed  to  the  malice  of  the  de¬ 
ferters  |  and  perhaps  on  all  fuch 
occafions,  it  were  better  not  to 
credit  too  haflily,  thofe  report? 
which  urge  to  a6ts  of  unufual  fe- 
verity,  by  charging  a  like  inten¬ 
tion  to  the  enemy. 

This  and  the  former  expedition 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  a  re¬ 
newal  of  thofe  complaints,  which 
the  Americans  had  fp  loudly  and 
repeatedly  made,  of  the  inhuma¬ 
nities  and  cruelties  exercifed  by 
fome  corps  of  the  Britiffi  troops, 
as  well  as  by  their  auxiliaries.  A 
U umber  of  real  or  fuppofed  fa£ls, 
were  now  particularly  fupplied  by 
the  furprize  of  Baylor’s  regiment, 
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which  was  represented  as  a  cold- 
blood  maffaere  of  naked  men,  fur- 
prized  in  their  fleep  ;  and  who, 
from  a  reliance  on  the  laws  of  war 
and  cuftoms  of  nations,  being  in 
full  expectation  of  quarter  when 
they  made  no  refinance,  would 
not  IefTen  or  hazard  that  fecurity, 
by  even  an  attempt  to  lay  hold  of 
their  arms,  or  the  fmalleft  motion 
of  defence.  The  depofitions  of 
feveral  of  the  loldiers  who  had 
been  left  as  dead,  or  who  had 
otherwife  unaccountably  efcaped, 
were  taken  upon  oath,  authenti¬ 
cated  in  the  ufual  forms,  and 
publifhed  by  authority,  Some  of 
the  witneffes  who  appeared  upon 
this  occafion,  afforded  fuch  extra¬ 
ordinary  inftances  of  the  tena- 
cioufnefs  of  human  nature,  in 
fome  particular  cafes  and  circum- 
itances,  with  refpeCl  to  life,  that 
a  recital  of  the  fads  as  they  are 
Stated,  may  poffibly  be  confidered 
by  fome  as  a  matter  of  phyfical 
curiofity.  Of  about  a  dozen 
wounded  foldiers  who  appeared  to 
give  their  evidence,  three  had 
received,  in  a  regular  gradation, 
from  nine  to  eleven  ftabs  each,  of 
bayonets,  in  the  bread  and  trunk 
of  the  body,  befides  feveral  wounds 
in  other  parts.  Two  others  had 
received,  the  one  five,  and  the 
other  fix,  ftabs  in  the  body.  It 
will  undoubtedly  excite  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  whoever  confiders  the 
nature  of  the  weapon,  and  the 
force  which  it  derives,  as  well 
from  the  weight  of  the  mufket  to 
which  it  is  fixed,  as  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  ufed,  and 
the  ftrcngth  of  the  operator,  that 
thefe  men  were  not  only  able  to 
give  their  tefiimony  at  a  confide- 
rable  diitance  of  time,  but  that  no 


doubt  feems  then  to  have  been 
entertained  of  their  recovery. 

Although  fome  tribes  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  particularly  of  thofe  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Six  Nations,  had 
fent  congratulations  to  General 
Gates  on  his  fuccefs  at  Saratoga, 
and  feemed  to  enjoy  great  fatis- 
faCtion  in  that  event,  and  that 
others  took  different  opportunities 
of  expreffing  fimilar  fentiments, 
yet  the  prefents  which  they  con¬ 
tinually  received  from  England, 
the  induftry  of  the  Britifh  agents, 
and  the  influence  of  the  great 
number  of  American  refugees 
which  had  taken  fhelter  amongft 
them,  all  operating  in  conjunction 
upon  their  own  native  and  uncon¬ 
querable  paffion  for  rapine,  foon 
led  them  to  contradict  in  aCt, 
their  fentiments  or  profeffions  upon 
that  occafion.  The  fuccefs  which 
attended  the  fmall  expeditions  un¬ 
dertaken  by  individuals  of  diffe¬ 
rent  tribes,  under  the  guidance  of 
the  refugees,  who  knew  where  to 
lead  them  direCtly  to  fpoil,  and 
how  to  bring  them  off  without 
danger,  foon  fpread  the  contagion 
of  havock  through  the  adjoining 
nations,  fo  that,  in  a  little  time, 
deflruCtion.  raged  very  generally 
through  the  new  fettlements,  on 
the  back  ©f  the  northern  and  mid¬ 
dle  Colonies. 

Colonel  Butler,  whofe  name 
we  have  feen,  as  an  Indian  agent 
and  commander,  in  the  wars  on 
the  fide  of  Canada,  and  who  had 
great  influence  with  fome  of  the 
northern  nations  of  that  people, 
together  with  one  Brandt,  an  half 
Indian  by  blood,  a  man  of  de- 
fperate  courage,  but,  as  it  i$  faid 
by  the  Americans,  ferocious  and 
cruel  beyond  example,  were  the 
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principal  leaders  in  thefe  expedi¬ 
tions.  The  vail  extent  of  the 
frontiers,  the  fcattered  and  re¬ 
mote  fituation  of  the  fettlements, 
the  nature  of  the  combined  ene¬ 
my,  which  feemed  to  coalefce  in 
one  point  of  action,  all  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  Britiili,  American,  and 
favage  warfare,  together  with  the 
exaft  knowledge  which  the  refu¬ 
gees  poileiled  of  every  objeft  of 
their  enterprize,  and  the  imme¬ 
diate  intelligence  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  their  friends  on  the 
fpot,  afforded  them  fuch  advan¬ 
tages  in  thefe  expeditions,  that  the 
wretched  fettlers,  found  all  perfo- 
nal  refinance  as  inefiedtual,  as 
public  protedlkm  was  impractica¬ 
ble.  To  complete  their  calamity, 
fubmifiion  could  procure  no  mer¬ 
cy,  nor  was  age,  fex,  or  condi¬ 
tion,  in  too  many  inilances,  ca¬ 
pable  of  allaying  the  fury  of  their 
enemy. 

In  this  courfe  of  havock,  the 
deftruCtion  of  the  fine,  new,  and 
flourifning  fettlement  of  Wyom¬ 
ing,  was  particularly  calamitous 
to  the  Americans.  That  diilrifl, 
fituated  on  the  eailern  branch  of 
the  Sufquehanna,  in  a  moil  beau¬ 
tiful  country,  and  delightful  cli¬ 
mate,  although  claimed  by,  and 
jn  the  natural  order  of  things 
feeming  properly  to  appertain  to 
Penfylvania,  was  notvvithilanding, 
fince  the  laft  war,  fettled  and  cul¬ 
tivated  with  great  ardour,  by  a 
numerous  fwarm  from  the  popu¬ 
lous  hive  of  Connecticut.  This 
meafure  was,  however,  fo  much 
oppofed  and  re  fen  ted  by  Penfyl¬ 
vania,  and  fo  obfiinately  fupport- 
ed  by  its  antagoniil,  that  after 
much  altercation,  it  became  at 
length  the  foundation  of  an  ac¬ 
tual  war  between  the  two  Colo- 


IS  TER,  1779; 

nles,  in  which  they  engaged  with 
fuch  earneilnefs,  that  it  was  not 
even  terminated  bv  the  conteft 
with  the  mother  country,  until  the 
danger  grew  fo  near  and  fo  immi¬ 
nent  to  both  fides,  as  of  necefiity 
to  fuperfede  for  the  prefent  all  o- 
ther  confiderations.  Their  re- 
fpeflive  charters,  and  the  grants 
of  land  under  them,  interfered 
ftrangely  with  each  other.  It  may 
be  prefumed,  that  the  crown  in 
thofe  days  did  not  take  much  trou¬ 
ble  in  fettling  the  geography  of 
boundlefs  wailes,  which  afforded 
no  immediate  value,  and  whole 
future  cultivation,  or  any  difputes 
about  their  limits,  appeared  to  be 
matters  of  fo  remote  and  uncer¬ 
tain  a  fpeculation,  as  to  excite  no 
great  degree  of  prefent  attention. 
The  Colony  of  Connecticut  ob¬ 
tained  by  their  grant,  all  the  lands 
v/eflward,  within  their  proper  de¬ 
grees  of  latitude,  to  the  South 
Seas,  which  were  not  already  oc¬ 
cupied  by  other  powers.  New 
York,  and  New  Jerfey,  were  then 
within  that  exception,  being  both 
foreign,  and  they  llretched  direct¬ 
ly  acrofs,  in  the  way  of  that  grant, 
penfylvania  was  afterwards  grant¬ 
ed  to  its  proprietors,  lying  on  the 
farther  fide,  and  ,  in  a  parallel 
line,  with  thefe  two  provinces. 
The  Conneflicpt  men  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  validity  of  the  excep¬ 
tion  with  refpefl  to  New  York 
and  Jerfey  ;  but  infilled,  that  their 
right  emerged  op  the  wefiern 
boundary  of  thofe  provinces,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  fuppofed  line, 
and  could  not  in  any  degree  be 
affedled  by  a  later  grant  made  to 
Penfylvania.  A  claim,  which,  if 
eflablifhed,  would  narrow  the  li¬ 
mits  of  the  lad  province  to  a  de¬ 
gree,  which  would  mod  materi- 
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ally  affe£l  its  power  and  interefts ; 
and  which  lying  open,  as  it  dill 
does,  may  poffibly  be  productive 
of  very  material  confequences 
with  refpeCt  to  the  future  date  of 
America. 

The  fettlement  of  Wyoming 
confided  of  eight  townfhips,  each 
containing  a  l'quare  of  five  miles, 
beautifully,  fituated  on  both  fides 
of  the  Sufquehanna.  In  fuch  a 
country,  fituation,  and  climate  as 
we  have  defcribed,  and  bled  with 
a  foil  luxuriantly  fertile  ;  where 
every  man  poffeffed  an  abundance, 
which  was,  however,  the  fruit  of 
moderate  labour  and  induilry  ; 
where  no  man  was  very  rich,  nor 
very  great  ;  the  inhabitants  exhi¬ 
bited  upon  the  whole,  fuch  a 
picture  of  primeval  happinefs,  as 
has  feldom  been  equalled  ;  and 
fuch,  indeed,  as  humanity  in  its 
prefent  date  feems  fcarceiy  capa¬ 
ble  of  exceeding. 

The  fettlement  increafed  and 
throve  accordingly.  And  not- 
withdanding  its  infant  date,  and 
the  oppofition  they  met  from  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  population  was  already 
become  fo  vigorous  amongft  them, 
that  they  had  fent  a  thoufand  men 
to  ferve  in  the  Continental  army. 
Yet,  with  this  exceffive  drain 
Irom  the  cultivation  of  a  new  Co¬ 
lony,  their  farms  were  dill  fo 
loaded  with  plentiful  crops  of 
every  kind,  and  their  padures  fo 
abundantly  covered  with  cattle, 
that  their  fupplies  to  the  army  in 
thcfe  refpe&s,  were  at  leaft  in 
full  proportion  to  that  which  they 
afforded  in  men.  Nor  had  they 
been  deficient  in  providing  againd 
thofe  dangers,  to  which,  from 
their  remote  fituation,  they  were 
particularly  expofed  ;  and  had 
accordingly  ccnftruited  for  that 


purpofe  no  lefs  than  four  forts, 
which  feemed,  at  lead,  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  thd  fettlement 
from  tlie  irruptions  of  the  fava- 
ges. 

But  neither  the  happinefs  of 
climate,  the  fertility  of  foil,  ncv 
the  remotenefs  of  fituation,  could 
prevent  the  evils  of  party  and  po¬ 
litical  difcord  from  fpringing  up 
amongd  them.  It  might  indeed 
appear  from  the  fupply  of  men 
which  they  had  fent  to  the  army, 
that  only  one  political  principle 
pervaded  the  fettlement ;  a  fup¬ 
ply  fo  ill  fuited  to  the  date  and 
drength  of  an  infant  colony,  that 
it  feems  difficult  whether  to  ad¬ 
mire  more,  the  excefs  of  zeal 
from  which  it  proceeded,  or  the 
total  want  of  prudence,  policy, 
and  wifdom,  under  which  it  was 
dire&ed.  But  notwithdanding 
this  appearance,  they  had  no  in- 
con  fiaerable  mixture  of  loyalids 
among  the mfe Ives,  and  the  two 
parties  were  actuated  by  fenti- 
ments  of  the  mod  violent  animo- 
fity .  Nor  were  thefe  animodties 
confined  to  particular  families  or 
places,  or  marked  by  any  line  of 
aidinCtion  ;  but  creeping  within 
the  roofs,  and  to  the  hearths  and 
boards  where  they  were  lead  ex¬ 
pected,  ferved,  as  it  afterwards 
fatally  appeared,  equally  to  poi- 
fon  the  fources  of  domedic  fecu- 
rity  and  happinefs,  and  to  cancel 
the  laws  of  nature  and  humanity. 

It  would  feem  extraordinary,  if 
fuch  indances  had  not  occurred 
upon  other  occafions,  that  this  de¬ 
voted  people  had  frequent  and 
timely  warnings  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  expofed  by  fend¬ 
ing  all  their  bed  men  to  fo  great 
a  didance,  without  their  taking 
any  timely  meafurcs  for  their  re- 
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call,  or  even  for  procuring  a  fub- 
ftitute  of  defence  or  protection. 
Their  quiet  had  been  interrupted 
by  the  favages,  joined  with  ma¬ 
rauding  parties  of  their  own  coun¬ 
trymen,  in  the  preceding  year ; 
and  it  was  only  by  a  vigorous  op- 
pofition,  in  a  courfe  of  fuccefs- 
ful  fkirmifhes,  that  they  had  been 
driven  off  or  difperfed.  Several 
of  thofe  whom  they  called  Tories, 
and  others  who  had  not  before 
been  fufpe&ed,  had  at  that  time 
and  fince  abandoned  the  fettle- 
raent,  and  along  with  a  perfect, 
and  confequently  dangerous  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  the  particulars  of  their 
fituation  and  circumftances,  were 
well  known  to  have  carried  along 
with  them  fuch  a  flock  of  priyate 
refentment,  from  the  abafement 
and  infults  they  had  buffered  from 
the  prevailing  party,  as  could  not 
fail  to  give  a  direction  to  the  fu¬ 
ry,  and  even  a  new  edge  to  the 
cruelty,  of  their  favage  and  in¬ 
veterate  enemies. 

A  fort  of  public  aft  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  fetdement  fince 
the  lall  invafion,  was  preceded 
with,  and  productive  of  circum¬ 
ftances,  which  afforded  caufe  for 
the  greateil  alarm,  and  for  every 
poffible  defensive  precaution.  An 
unufual  number  of  Grangers  had, 
under  various  pretences,  and  the 
fanCtion  of  that  univerfalhofpitality 
which  once  fo  much  diftinguifhed 
America  from  the  old  world,  come 
into  the  Colony,  where  their  be¬ 
haviour  became  fo  fufpicious,  that 
they  were  at  length  taken  up  and 
examined,  when  fuch  evidence 
appeared  again  ft  feveral  of  them, 
of  their  acting  in  direct  concert 
with  the  enemy,  on  a  fchenie  for 
the  deitruCtion  of  the  fettlements, 
that  about  twenty  were  fent  efr 


under  a  ftrong  guard  to  Con¬ 
necticut,  in  order  to  be  there  im- 
prifoned  and  tried  for.  their  lives* 
The  remainder  of  thefe  flrange 
Tories,  againft  whom  no  fufficient 
evidence  could  be  procured,  were 
only  expelled.  It  was  foon  well 
known,  that  this  meafure  of  fend¬ 
ing  their  fellows  to  Connecticut, 
had  excited  the  rage  of  thofe  call¬ 
ed  Tories,  in  general,  whether 
in  arms  on  the  frontiers,  or  other- 
wife,  in  the  molt  extreme  de¬ 
gree  ;  and  that  all  the  threats 
which  had  ever  been  denounced 
againft  this  people,  were  now 
renewed  with  aggravated  ven¬ 
geance. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
final  catafhophe,  the  Indians 
praCtifed  a  more  refined  diffimu- 
lation,  if  not  greater  treachery, 
than  had  been  cuflomary  with 
them.  For  feveral  weeks  previ-' 
ous  to  the  intended  attack,  they 
repeatedly  fent  fmall  parties  t® 
the  fettlement,  charged  with  the 
firongeft  profefiions  of  friendfhip, 
declarations,  of  the  fullefl  defire 
and  intention  to  preferve  the  peace 
inviolate  on  their  fide,  and  re- 
quefls,  that  the  fame  favourable 
and  pacific  difpofition  might  be 
entertained  and  cultivated  on  the 
other.  Thefe  parties,  befides  lul¬ 
ling  the  people  in  their  prefent 
deceitful  fecority,  anfwered  the 
purpofes,  of  communicating  with 
their  friends,  and  of  obferving 
the  immediate  flate  of  affairs  in  the 
Colony.  Some  alarm,  or  fenfe 
of  their  danger,  began,  however, 
to  fpread  among  the  people,  and 
letters  were  fent  to  General  Wafh- 
ington,  and  to  others  in  author* 
ty,  reprefenting  their  fituation, 
and  demanding  immediate  affift- 
ance.  As  the  time  more  nearly 

approached. 
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approached,  fome  fmall  parties  of 
the  enemy,  more  impatient  than 
the  reft,  or  more  eager  and  cove¬ 
tous  to  come  in  for  the  firft  fruits 
of  the  fpoil,  made  fudden  irrup¬ 
tions  into  the  fettlement,  and 
committed  feveral  robberies  and 
murders;  in  the  courfe  of  which, 
whether  through  ignorance,  or 
whether  from  a  total  contempt  of 
all  ties  and  obligations,  they  maffa- 
cred  the  unhappy  wife  and  live 
children  of  one  of  thofe  men,  who 
had  been  fent  for  trial,  in  their 
own  caufe,  to  Connecticut. 

At  length,  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  1778,  the  enemy  appeared 
Suddenly,  but  in  full  force,  on 
the  Sufquehanna.  They  were  led 
by  Butler,  that  diftinguifhed  par- 
tizan,  whofe  name  we  have  alrea¬ 
dy  mentioned  ;  who  was  affifted 
by  moftof  thofe  leaders,  who,  like 
him,  had  rendered  themfelves  ter¬ 
rible  in  the  prefent  frontier  war. 
Their  force  was  eftimated  at  about 
1,600  men,  of  whom,  fomething 
lefs  than  one  fourth  were  Indians, 
led  by  their  own  chiefs ;  the  0- 
thers,  were  difguifed  and  painted 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  the  favages, 
excepting  only  their  officers,  who 
being  drefted  in  regimentals,  car¬ 
ried  the  appearance  of  regulars. 
Pne  of  the  fmaller  forts,  which 
was  moftly  garrifoned  by  thofe 
palled  Tories,  was  by  them  given 
yp,  or  as  it  was  faid  betrayed. 
Another  was  taken  by  ftorm, 
where,  although  they  maffacred 
the  men  in  the  molt  inhuman 
manner,  they  fpared  the  women 
and  children. 

It  feems  odd  enough,  if  not  lin¬ 
gular,  that  another  Colonel  But¬ 
ler,  and  faid  to  be  a  near  relation 
to  the  invader,  Ihould  chance  to 
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have  the  defence  of  Wyoming,  ei¬ 
ther  committed  to  his  charge,  or 
by  fome  means  fall  to  his  lot. 
This  man,  with  nearly  the  whole 
force  of  the  fettlement,  was  fta- 
tioned  in  the  principal  fort,  called 
Kingfton ;  whither  alfo,  the  wo¬ 
men,  children,  and  defencelefs 
of  all  forts,  as  the  only  place  of 
common  refuge,  crowded  for  l^el- 
ter  and  protection .  It  would 
feem,  from  his  fituation  and  force 
in  that  place,  that  he  might  there 
have  waited,  and  fuccefsfully  re¬ 
filled,  all  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy.  But  this  man  was  fo 
wretchedly  weak,  that  he  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  name- 
fake  and  kinfman,  to  abandon  the 
advantage  and  fecurity  afforded  by 
his  fortrefs,  and  to  devote  thofh 
under  his  charge  to  certain  de- 
ftruCtion,  by  expofing  them  naked 
to  fo  fevere  an  enemy.  Under  the 
colour  of  holding  a  parley  for  the 
conclufion  of  a  treaty,  he  was  led 
into  an  agreement,  that  upon  the 
enemy  withdrawing  their  force, 
he  Ihould  march  out  to  hold  a 
conference  with  them  in  the  open 
held,  and  that  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  fort,  as  (hut  out 
every  poffibility  of  the  protection 
which  it  otherwife  afforded.  To 
render  this  meafure  Hill  more  un¬ 
accountable,  he,  at  the  fame  time, 
fhewed  fo  great  a  diftruft  of  the 
enemy,  and  feemed  fo  thoroughly 
apprehenfive  of  their  defigns,  that 
he  marched  400  men  well  armed, 
being  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of 
his  garrifon,  to  guard  his  perfou 
to  the  place  of  parley. 

Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was 
greatly  furprized  at  finding  no¬ 
body  to  treat  v/ith  ;  but  not  being 
willing  to  return  without  finilhing 
his  bufiriefs,  he  advanced  towards 
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the  foot  of  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  rtiil  hoping  that  he 
might  hear  or  fee  fomething  of  thofe 
he  wanted.  As  the  country  began 
to  grow  dark  and  woody,  a  flag 
at,  length  appeared,  at  a  confide- 
rable  diflance  among  the  bufhes, 
the  holders  of  which  feemed  fo 
much  afraid  of  treachery  and  dan¬ 
ger  from  his  fide,  that  they  re¬ 
tired  as  he  advanced ;  whilft  he, 
endeavouring  to  remove  this  ill 
im preffion,  ftill  purfued  the  flag. 

This  commander  of  a  garri- 
fion  did  not  once  perceive  his  dan¬ 
ger,  until  his  party  was  thorough¬ 
ly  enclofed,  and  he  was'  fuddenly 
awakened  from  his  dream,  by 
finding  it  attacked  at  once  on 
every  fide.  His  behaviour  in  this 
wretched  fituation,  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expected  from  the  con¬ 
duct  which  led  him  into  it.  He 
and  his  party,  notwithftanding 
thofe  circumflances  of  furprise 
and  danger  which  might  have 
difconcerted  the  moll  veteran 
troops,  fought  with  refolution  and 
bravery  ;  and  kept  up  fo  continual 
and  heavy  a  Are  for  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour,  that  they  feemed 
to  gain  a  marked  fuperiority  over 
their  numerous  enemy. 

In  this  critical  moment  of  dan¬ 
ger,  fome  fudden  impulfe  of  fear, 
or  premeditated  treachery  in  a 
foldier,  which  induced  him  to  cry 
®ut  aloud  that  the  colonel  had  or¬ 
dered  a  retreat,  determined  at 
once  the  fate  of  the  party,  and 
poflibly  that  of  the  final  author  of 
their  ruin.  In  the  Hate  of  con- 
fuflon  that  enfued,  the  enemy 
breaking  in  on  all  Tides  without 
obftrudtion,  commenced  an  un- 
reflfled  daughter.  Confidering  the 
great  fuperiority  of  numbers  on 
the  fide  of  the  vibtors,  the  fleet- 
nsfs  of  the  favages,  and  the  fierce- 
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nefs  of  the  whole,  together  vvitH 
the  manner  in  which  the  van- 
quifhed  had  been  originally  fur- 
rounded,  it  affords  no  fmall  room 
for  aftonifhment,  that  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  garrifon,  with  a- 
bout  feventy  of  his  party,  fhould 
have  been  able  to  effect  their  ef- 
cape,  and  to  make  their  way  good 
to  a  fmall  fort  on  the  other  fids 
of  the  river. 

The  conquerors  immediately 
invefled  Fort  Kingfton,  and  to 
cheer  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the 
weak  remaining  garrifon,  fent  in 
for  their  contemplation,  the  bloo¬ 
dy  fcalps  of  200  of  their  late  ref¬ 
lations,  friends,  and  comrades. 
Colonel  Dennifon,  the  prefent 
commander  of  the  fort,  feeing  the 
impoflibility  of  any  effectual  de¬ 
fence,  not  having  force  fuiflcient 
even  to  man  the  works  for  one 
effort,  went  with  a  flag  to  Butler, 
to  know  what  terms  he  would 
gTant  on  a  furrender  ;  to  this  ap¬ 
plication  of  weaknefs  and  mifery, 
Butler,  with  all  the  phlegm  of  a 
real  favage,  anfwered  in  two  fhort 
words,  “  the  hatchet.”  In  thefe 
dreadful  circumflances,  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  governor  having  defended 
his  fort,  until  moft  of  the  garrifon 
were  killed  or  difabled,  was  at 
length  compelled  to  furrender  at 
difcretion.  Some  of  the  unhappy 
perfons  in  the  fort  were  carried 
away  alive ;  but  the  barbarous 
conquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
murder  in  detail,  fhut  up  the 
greater  part  promifcuoufly  in  the 
houfes  and  barracks,  which  hav¬ 
ing  then  fet  on  fire,  they  enjoyed 
the  favage  pleafure  of  beholding 
the  whole  confumed  in  one  ge* 
neral  blaze. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  on¬ 
ly  remaining  fort,  called  Wilkef- 
bprough,  which,  in  hopes  of  ob¬ 
taining 
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taming  mercy,  was  furrendered 
without  refinance,  or  without  even 
demanding  any  conditions.  Here 
the  tragedy  was  renewed  with  ag¬ 
gravated  horrors.  They  found 
here  about  feventy  of  that  fort  of 
militia,  who  are  engaged  by  the 
different  provinces,  merely  for  the 
guard  and  defence  of  their  refpec- 
tive  frontiers,  and  who  are  not 
called  to  any  other  fervice.  With 
thefe,  as  objedts  of  particular  en¬ 
mity,  the  {laughter  was  begun  ; 
and  they  were  butchered  with 
every  poflible  circumftance  of  the 
mod  deliberate,  wanton,  and  fa- 
vage  cruelty.  The  remainder  of 
the  men,  with  the  women  and 
children,  not  demanding  fo  much 
particular  attention,  were  {hut  up 
as  before  in  the  houfes,  which 
being  fet  on  fire,  they  perifhed  all 
together  in  the  flames. 

A  general  fcene  of  devastation 
was  now  fpread  through  all  the 
townfhips.  Fire,  fvvord,  and  the 
other  different  inftruments  of  de- 
ftrudlion  alternately  triumphed. 
The  corn  fields  were  fet  on  fire,  and 
the  handing  corn,  nowf  almoft 
ready  for  the  fickle,  burnt  as  it 
grew.  The  houfes,  furniture, 
valuables  of  every  kind,  together 
with  all  thofe  improvements  which 
owed  their  rife  to  the  perfevering 
toil,  and  patient  induftry  of  man, 
were  as  completely  deftroyed,  as 
their  nature,  or  the  induftry  of 
of  the  fpoilers  would  admit. 
The  fettlements  of  the  Tories 
alone,  generally  efcaped,  and 
appeared  as  iflands  in  the  midft  of 
the  furrounding  ruin.  It  has  been 
often  obferved,  that  the  prafiice 
and  habit  of  cruelty  with  refpect 
to  any  particular  object,  begets  a 
facility  in  its  execution,  and  a 
difpofttion  to  its  commiftion,  with 
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regard  to  all  others.  Thus,  thefe 
mercilefs  ravagers,  when  the  main 
objetts  of  their  cruelty  were  ex- 
haufted,  feemed  to  direct  their 
animofity  to  every  part  of  living 
nature  ;  and,  as  if  it  were  a  relax¬ 
ation  or  amufement,  cut  out  the 
tongues  of  the  horles  and  cattle, 
leaving  them  ftill  alive  only  to 
prolong  their  agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
more  fingular  or  detached  circum- 
ftartces  of  barbarity,  which  are  re¬ 
lated  as  parts  of  this  maffacre.  A 
Captain  Bedlock,  who  had  been 
taken  prifoner,  being  ftripped 
naked,  had  his  body  ftuck  full  of 
fharp  pine  fplinters,  and  then  a 
heap  of  knots  of  the  fame  wood 
being  piled  round  him,  the  whole 
was  fet  on  fire,  and  his  two  com¬ 
panions,  the  Captains  Ranfon  and 
Durgee,  thrown  alive  into  the 
flames.  It  is  laid,  that  the  re¬ 
turned  Tories,  who  had  at  different 
times  abandoned  the  fettlement  in 
order  to  join  in  thofe  favage  expe¬ 
ditions,  were  the  molt  diftinguifbed 
for  their  cruelty.  Among  thefe, 
one,  whofe  mother  had  married  a 
fecond  hufband,  butchered  with 
his  own  hands,  both  her,  his 
father-in-law,  his  own  fillers,  and 
their  infant  children.  Another, 
who,  during  his  abfence,  had  fenc 
home  feveral  threats  againft  the  life 
of  his  father,  now  not  only  realized 
them  in  perfon,  but  was  himfelf, 
with  his  own  hands,  the  extermi¬ 
nator  of  his  whole  family ;  mo¬ 
ther,  brothers,  and  lifters,  mingled 
their  blood  in  one  common  car¬ 
nage,  with  that  of  the  ancient  huf¬ 
band  and  father. 

However  painful  the  talk  of  re¬ 
citing  fuch  horrible  barbarities, 
(many  of  the  worlc  circumftances 
of  which  are  fpared)  it  may  not 

be 
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be  totally  ufelefs,  if  they  ferve  to 
produce  a  diflike  of  that  prompti¬ 
tude  of  entering  into  wars,  which 
is  but  too  natural  to  people,  as 
well  as  to  princes*  when  they  fee 
the  confequences,  which  their  paf- 
fion,  ofteh  for  trivial  and  con¬ 
temptible  objects,  fo  frequently 
produce  ;  and  by  which  they  are 
led  gradually,  not  only  to  great 
crimes  and  great  misfortunes,  but 
even  to  a  total  change  and  degra¬ 
dation  of  their  nature. 

It  is  neceffary  to  obferve  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  deffru&ion  of  Wyom¬ 
ing,  that  as  no  narrative  of  the  ex¬ 
ploits  of  the  leaders  in  that  tranf- 
adtion,  whether  by  authority  or 
otherwife,  has  as  yet  appeared  in 
this  country,  we  can  only  rely,  for 
the  authenticity  of  the  fadts  which 
we  have  ftated,  upon  the  accounts 
publifhed  by  the  Americans.  As 
thefe  have  already  been  long  ex- 
pofed  to  the  view  of  all  Europe, 
without  their  yet  producing  a  lingle 
contradiction,  any  natural,  but  im¬ 
proper  partiality,  which  might  be 
a  temptation  to  induce  us,  either 
to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  or 
to  fupprefs  any  of  the  parts  of  that 
tranfaCtion,  would  therefore  of 
courfe,  be  as  fruitlefs  in  the  effed, 
as  difgraceful  in  the  delign.  Happy 
fhould  we  deem  it,  for  the  honour 
of  humanity,  that  the  whole  ac¬ 
count  was  demonitrated  to  be  a  fa¬ 
ble.  The  event  has  already  ffiewn, 
the  impolitic  nature  of  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings,  which  have  only  ferved 
to  fix  a  bitter  and  Jailing  refent- 
rnent  in  the  minds  of  the  coloniils. 

The  fufferings  of  the  refugees, 
confiiling  moftly  of  women  and 
children,  (the  broken  parts,  and 
fcattered  relicks  of  families,  who 
had  efcaped  to  the  woods  during 
the  different  fcenes  of  this  devafta- 


tion)  were  little  lefs  deplorable# 
than  thofeof  their  friends  who  had 
periihed  in  the  ruins  of  their  houfes; 
Difperfed  and  wandering  in  the  fo~ 
reits,  as  chance  and  fear  directed 
their  Heps*  without  any  mutual 
knowledge  orcommunication,with- 
out  provifion  or  covering,  they  had 
a  long  trad  of  defarts  to  traverfe# 
without  guide  or  direction.  They 
accordingly  fuifered  every  degree 
of  diitrefs.  Several  women  were 
delivered  alone  in  the  woods,  at  a 
great  diltance  from  every  poffibility 
of  relief.  If  thefe,  through  vigour 
of  mind,  or  ftrength  of  constitu¬ 
tion,  efcaped,  undoubtedly  others# 
in  fimilar,  and  in  different  circum- 
Itances,  periihed. 

Although  the  fate  of  Wyoming# 
and  the  lamentations  of  the  fur- 
vivors,  had  ferved  alternately  tcJ 
freeze  every  breaff  with  horror, 
and  to  melt  it  with  companion  # 
yet  the  various  objects  and  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  war,  rendered  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  incapable  for  the  prefent# 
of  executing  that  vengeance  on 
their  favage  enemy,  which  was# 
however,  fully  intended  at  a  proper 
fe^fon.  Some  fmall  expeditions 
were,  indeed,  undertaken,  which# 
from  the  difficulties  attending 
them,  and  the  fpirit  of  enterprise 
under  which  they  were  conducted# 
were  not  deftitute  of  merit,  and 
confequently,  are  not  unworthy  of 
obfervation,  in  the  narrative  of  a 
campaign  not  diltinguilhed  by  any 
activity  in  the  great  and  fplendid 
Operations  of  wan 

Of  this  fort  was  an  expedition 
undertaken  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer  from  Virginia,  under  the 
conduct  of  a  Col.  Clarke,  with  a 
fmall  party  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  men.  It  cannot  but 
appear  aftoniffiing  to  thofe,  who 

hav# 
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have  been  generally  ufed  to  con¬ 
template  military  operations,  only 
as  they  are  circumfcribed  within 
the  narrow  confines  of  European 
countries,  that  the  objeft  of  this 
enterprize  was  at  fo  vail  a  dillance, 
as  that  the  party,  in  their  way, 
were  obliged  to  traverfe  no  lefs 
than  about  1200  miles,  of  a 
boundlefs,  uncultivated,  and  un¬ 
inhabited  wade,  through  which 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  con¬ 
veying,  every  neceffary  for  fub- 
fiflence,  and  every  equipment  for 
a&ion.  It  is,  however,,  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  their  conveyance,  for 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  way, 
was  by  water. 

Their  objett  was  the  redudlion 
of  tnofe  French  fettlements,  which 
had  been  planted  by  the  Canadians 
on  the  upper  Miffifippi,  in  that  fine 
and  fertile  region,  as  it  is  deferibed, 
which  taking  its  name  from  a  noted 
nation  of  Indians,  is  called  the  Il¬ 
linois  country.  It  appears,  that 
much  of  the  mifehief  which  had 
fallen  upon  the  fouthern  and  mid¬ 
dle  colanies  from  the  incurfions  of 
the  favages,  had  been  attributed  to 
the  activity  of  the  governor  of  thofe 
fettiements ;  who,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  troubles,  adling 
as  an  agent  for  government,  and 
paying  Jarge  rewards  for  fealps, 
had  befules  been  indefatigable  in 
his  continual  endeavours  of  excit¬ 
ing  the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi  In¬ 
dians,  to  undertake  expeditions 
againfl  the  back  fettlements.  This 
conduct  was  the  motive  to  the  pre- 
fent  diftant  expedition. 

The  part]/,  after  a  long  courfe 
down  the  Monongahela,  and  what 
might  be  confidered  in  point  of 
extent,  as  a  voyage,  on  the  Ohio, 
arrived  at  length  at  the  great  falls 
of  the  latter,  within  about  60  miles 
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of  its  mouth,  where  they  hid  their 
beats,  and  bent  their  courfe  by 
land  to  the  northward.  In  this 
llage  of  the  expedition,  after  con-*- 
fuming  all  the  provifion  which  they 
had  been  able  to  carry  on  their 
backs,  they  endured  a  hard  march 
of  two  days  without  any  fuflenance. 
We  may  therefore  well  credit  their 
affertion,  that  when  they  arrived  in 
this  hungry  flate,  about  midnight, 
at  the  town  of  Kafkafkias,  they 
were  unanimoufly  determined  to 
take  it  or  to  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

This  town  contained  about  250 
houfes,  and  was  fufficiently  fortified 
to  have  withflood  a  much  flronger 
enemy  ;  but  as  the  imagined  fecu- 
rity  which  the  people  derived  from 
their  remotenefs,  forbid  all  ideas  of 
danger,  it  of  courfe  fuperfeded  ail 
precaution  againfl  a  furprize*  This 
was  accordingly  as  complete  as 
poffible.  The  town  and  fort  were 
taken,  without  noife  or  oppofition* 
before  the  people  were  well  awake  j 
and  the  inhabitants  were  fo  effec¬ 
tually  fecured,  that  not  fo  much 
as  a  fingle  perfon  efcaped  to  alarm 
the  neighbouring  fettlements.  The 
governor,  Philip  Rocheblave,  who 
was  confidered  as  fo  inimical  to  the 
Americans,  was  fent  to  Virginia* 
with  all  the  written  inflru&ions 
which  he  had  received  from* 
Quebec,  Detroit,  and  Michilli- 
mackinack,  for  fetting  on  and  pay¬ 
ing  the  Indians.  The  inhabitants 
were  compelled  to  take  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  S-tates  $ 
and  the  fort  became  the  principal 
citadel  and  head  quarters  of  the 
vigors. 

A  fmall  detachment  which  was 
puflied  forward  from  this  place  on 
horfeback,  furprized  and  took  with 
as  little  difficulty,  three  other 
French  towns*  which  lay  from 
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fifteen  to  about  feventy  miles  far¬ 
ther  up  the  Mifiifippi.  In  all,  the 
inhabitants  feem  to  have  transfer¬ 
red  their  allegiance  with  great  fa¬ 
cility  ;  nor  were  thofe  difperfed  in 
the  country  behind -hand  with 
them  ;  who,  without  waiting  for 
any  operation  of  force  or  neceflity, 
flocked  in  by  hundreds  to  take  the 
new  oath. 

The  fituation  of  this  fmall  party, 
in  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country, 
at  the  back  of  fome  of  their  moft 
cruel  and  hoftile  tribes,  in  the 
track  of  many  others,  and  more  or 
lefs  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted 
to  peculiar  advantage,  by  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  adtivity,  and  unwearied 
fpirit  of  their  commander.  He  di¬ 
rected  and  timed  his  attacks  with 
fuch  judgment,  and  executed  them 
with  fuch  filence  and  difpatch,  that 
the  favages,  at  length,  found  their 
own  mode  of  war  effectually  turned 
upon  them.  Surprized  in  their 
Inmoil  retreats,  and  moft  fequefler- 
ed  recedes,  at  thofe  times  and  fea- 
fons,  when  they  were  fcarcely  lefs 
Indifpofed  for  aCtion,  than  unpre¬ 
pared  for  defence,  they  experienced 
5n  their  own  huts  and  families,  that 
unexpected  daughter  and  deftruc- 
tion,  which  they  had  fo  frequently 
carried  home  toothers.  Thus  feel¬ 
ing,  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner, 
thofe  calamities  which  they  were, 
only  wont  to  adminifter,  they  grew 
cautious  and  timid  ;  and  the  con¬ 
tinual  danger  to  which  their  fami¬ 
lies  were  expofed,  damped,  for  a 
while,  the  ardour  of  the  warriors 
in  undertaking  expeditions.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Americans  in  the 
back  fettiements,  not  only  hearing 
of  Clarke’s  fucceffes,  but  imme¬ 
diately  feeling  their  benefit,  began 
to  fhake  off  their  terror*  and  even 
feemed  by  degrees  to  partake  of  his 
fpirit  and  enterprize. 


An  expedition,  in  fome  degree 
of  the  fame  nature,  was  alfo  un¬ 
dertaken,  from  the  remote  and  up¬ 
per  parts  of  Penfylvania  in  the 
month  of  QClober,  under  the  con¬ 
duct  of  a  Col.  Butler  ;  the  prefent 
being,  however,  as  much  directed 
againft  feveral  confiderable  fettle- 
ments  belonging  to  thofe  people 
whom  they  cal  led  Tories  (and  who, 
from  the  violence  of  their  paft  hof- 
tilities,  had  become  particularly 
obnoxious),  as  againft  the  Indians^ 
with  whom  they  feem  to  have  been 
intermixed  as  one  people.  This 
party,  which  confifted  of  a  Penfyl¬ 
vania  regiment,  covered  by  rifle¬ 
men  and  rangers,  took  its  depar¬ 
ture  from  Schoharie;  and  having 
gained  the  head  of  the  Delaware, 
marched  down  that  river  for  two 
days ;  from  whence,  turning  off  to 
the  right,  they  ftruck  acrofs  the 
mountains  to  the  Stifquehanna, 
which  was  the  fcene  of  action. 

Without  entering  into  a  detail  of 

particulars,  it  will  be  fuftkierit  to 

obferve,  that  they  totally  burnt 

and  deftroyed,  both  the  Indian 
«> 

caftles  or  villages  in  that  quarter, 
and  the  ether  fettiements.  But 
that,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft 
addrefs  and  precaution  were  prac- 
tifed  for  the  purpofe  of  a  complete 
furprize,  the  inhabitants,  both  To¬ 
ries  and  Indians,  had  thp  fortune 
to  efcape  ;  a  deliverance  of  no  fmall 
moment  in  their  fituation  ;  as  the 
vengeance  for  Wyoming,  where 
they  bore  a  diftinguilhed  part, 
would  undoubtedly  have  fallen 
heavy  upon  them.  The  deftruc- 
tion  was  extended  for  feveral  miles 
on  both  fides  of  the  Sufquehanna  j 
in  the  courfe  of  which,  the  fruits 
of  a  plentiful  harveft,  together  with’ 
the  only  faw-mill  and  grift-mill  in 
that  whole  country,  (hared  an  equal 
fate  with  the  houfes  and  every 

other 
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other  article  ufeful  or  neceffary  to* 
man. 

The  difficulties,  diftreffes,  and 
dangers,  which  the  party  encoun¬ 
tered  in  this  expedition,  Were  pe¬ 
culiar  to  that  pare  of  the  world  j 
and  required  no  fmall  Share  of  that 
patient  fortitude,  and  hardinefs  of 
body  and  mind,  which  can  fcarcely 
be  acquired  without  long  habitude, 
u  nder  certain  marked  circumstances 
of  fituation,  by  any  confiderable 
number  of  men.  Notwithstanding 
the  occafional  affiftance  which  they 
derived  from  their  pack  -  horfes, 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  car¬ 
rying  fix  days  provisions  on  their 
backs  ;  and  thus  loaded,  continu¬ 
ally  to  wade  through  rivers  and 
creeks  of  fuch  a  depth  and  magni¬ 
tude,  that  they  would  fcarcely  ap¬ 
pear  paffable,  without  any  incum¬ 
brance,  to  men  unufed  to  fuch  fer- 
vice.  In  thefe  circum fiances,  after 
the  toil  of  a  hard  march,  and  in 
home  fituations  not  venturing  to 
make  fires  for  fear  of  dilcovery, 
they  were  obliged  to  endure,  with 
out  cover,  the  chilling  nights  and 
heavy  rains  peculiar  to  that  climate 
and  feafon  ;  whilft  their  arms  were 


rendered  ufelefs,  at  thofe  times 
when  they  were  moft  liable  to  the 
fudden  attack  of  an  enraged  and 
cruel  enemy,  whofc  principal  effort 
lay  in  that  fort  of  fur  prize.  Theie 
were,  however,  only  fmall  matters, 
when  compared  with  the  danger 
which  awaited  their  return,  and 
which  they  hardly  efcaped.  This 
was  the  fudden  rifing  of  the  great 
rivers  in  their  way,  cccafioned  by 
the  continual  rains,  whilft  they 
were  ftill  in  the  enemies  country* 
(who  were  very  Strong  in  that  quar¬ 
ter)  their  provisions  nearly  expend¬ 
ed,  and  every  moment  affording* 
frefh  room  for  apprehension*  that 
their  return  would  become  totally 
impracticable.  A,  Strenuous  and 
bold  exertion,  to  which  fortune 
was,  at  leaft,  negatively  favourable, 
prevented  the  fatal  confequences 
of  that  e:vent. 

In  this  manner,  the  favage  part 
of  the  war  was  carried  on  in  Ame¬ 
rica  with  mutual  boldhefs  and  per¬ 
severance  ;  and  walte  and  cruelty 
infliCted  and  retorted,  with  infinite 
varietv  of  Scenes  of  horror  and 
difguft* 
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C  H  A  P.  II. 

(  , 

Review  of  conciliatory  meafures  purfued  by  the  commifft oners  for  reforing 
peace  in  America.  Attempt  to  open  and  fitiooth  the  way  to  a  negociation  by 
private  communications  and  correfpondence ,  fails  in  the  ejfedi,  and  is  highly 
refented  by  the  Congrefs.  Refolutions  by  that  body  againft  holding  any 
Communication  or  intercourfi  with  one  of  the  cotnmijfi oners.  Gentleman  in 

qmfliony  declines  adiing  any  longer  in  the  ccmmiffion ,  and  publijhes  a, 
declaration  in  anfwer  to  the  Congrefs .  Declaration  f  rom  the  remaining 

commijji oners  in  anfwer  to  that  body.  Final  manifejro  and  proclamation 
by  the  commijji 'oners.  Cautionary  meafures  recommended  by  the  Congrefs 

to  the  people  ;  followed  by  a  counter  manifeftoy  threatening  retaliation . 
Singular  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette ,  to  the  Earl  of  Car  life. 
American  expedition  for  the  redudiion  of  the  Britt [h  fet t lenient s  in  the  country 
of  the  Natches,  on  the  borders  of  the  Mijftfeppi.  Expedition  from  New - 
fork,  under  the  condudi  of  Commodore  Barker  and  Colonel  Campbell ,  for 
the  redudlion*  of  the  province  of  Georgia .  Landing  made  goody  and  the 
rebels  defeated.  T own  of  Savannah  taken y  and  the  province  in  general 

reduced.  Major-General  Prevoft  arrives  from  the  fouthward ;  takes  the 
town  and  fort  of  S  unbury ,  and  affumes  the  principal  command . 


IT  affords  no  {mall  degree  of 
pleaflng  relaxation,  to  return 
from  all  the  rage  of  war,  and  all 
the  horrid  ferocity  of  favages,  and 
once  more  to  tread  in  the  pieaiing 
paths  of  civil  life.  We  have  in¬ 
deed  beheld  the  Arft  in  its  moll 
ihocking  and  degraded  form. 
Stripped  of  all  that  4<  pomp,  pride, 
ec  and  circumftance,”  which  ferve 
fo  ftrongly  to  fafcinate  the  imagin¬ 
ation,  and  divefled  of  that  glare  of 
glory,  which  throws  a  fhade  over 
its  deformities,  the  ghailly  carcafs 
has  not  only  been  expofed  in  all  its 
naked nefs,  bat  polluted  and  de¬ 
tained  by  the  bloody  hands  of  bar¬ 
barians.  From  fo  horrid  a  fcene 
we  naturally  turn  with  pleafure,  to 
trace  the  tranquil  mazes  of  nego¬ 
ciation,  and  to  review  the  adls  and 
condudi  of  men  in  the  moil  refined 
Hate  of  fociety. 

We  briefly  Hated  in  our  laPc  vo¬ 
lume,  the  infuperable  difficulties 


which  the  Congrefs  had  thrown  in 
the  way  of  that  conciliatory  fyflem, 
with  which  the  Commifiioners  had 
been  charged  from  England  to 
America;  and  that  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  independency,  or  the  total 
withdrawing  of  the  military  force, 
were  the  peremptory  and  only  con¬ 
ditions  held  out  by  the  former, 
upon  which  they  would  admit  the 
opening  of  any  negociation.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  was  appoint¬ 
ed  in  the  commiflion,  having  ferved 
in  the  navy,  on  the  American  coaft, 
and  afterwards  been  governor  of  a 
province  there,  had  formed  con¬ 
siderable  connexions,  and  an  ex- 
ten  five  acquaintance  in  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  he  now  hoped  that  thefe 
arcumflances  might  be  of  effential 
fervice,  by  ufirtg  them  as  means  to 
facilitate  the  attainment  of  the 
great  objedl  in  view.  This  feemed 
the  more  feafible,  as  his  parlia¬ 
mentary  eondud  flnce  that  time, 

had 
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had  been  in  iuch  direct  oppcfition 
to  all  thofe  meafures,  which  were 
deemed  hoflile  or  oppreffive  with 
regard  to  the  Colonies,  that  it 
could  fcarcely  fail  of  greatly  in- 
crealing,  inflead  of  diminifhing, 
any  influence  which  he  might  then 
have  acquired.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  he  deemed  it  reasonable 
to  conclude,  that  the  dired  appli¬ 
cations  of  friendlhip,  under  the 
covert  and  freedom  of  a  private 
correspondence,  together  with  the 
far.dion  of  perfonal  efteem  and 
opinion,  might  operate  more  hap¬ 
pily  in  fmoothing  or  removing 
thofe  difficulties  which  flood  in  the 
way  of  an  accommodation,  than 
the  ft  iff,  tedious,  and  formal  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  public  negociation.  He 
was  befides  well  aware,  as  indeed 
it  was  publicly  avowed,  that  the 
Commiffioners  laboured  under  the 
capital  impediment,  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  with  whom  they  were  to 
treat,  placing  no  manner  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  faith  or  equity  of  the 
authority  under  which  they  aded  ; 
but  that  on  the  contrary,  their  di- 
flrufl  of  adminiftration  had  grown 
fo  long,  and  was  become  fo  rivet- 
ted  and  confirmed,  that  they  fuf- 
peded  every  propofal  that  was 
made,  as  held  out  only  to  circum- 
vent  ;  and  as  the  mere  offspring  of 
duplicity  and  treachery.  To  re¬ 
move  this  ill  impreffion,  would 
have  been  evidently  an  object  of 
the  utmcfl  importance  towards  the 
opening  of  a  negociation,  and  the 
.hope  of  entering  into  a  treaty.  But 
if  the  accompliffiment  of  this  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  an  impradicabiiity, 
it  did  not  fee m  a  very  unreafonable 
expectation,  that  the  charader 
which  this  gentleman  had  acquired 
in  his  political  capacity,  of  being 
an  avowed  friend  to  the  rights  and 


conflitutional  liberties  of  America, 
further  flrengthened  and  confirmed 
by  the  known  principles  of  the  op- 
poiition  in  general,  with  whom  he 
had  fo  long  aded  in  parliament, 
might  produce  that  neceflary  de¬ 
gree  of  confidence  in  a  private* 
which  unhappily  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained  in  a  public  negociation. 

Under  fome  of  thefe,  and  per¬ 
haps  other  ideas,  he  endeavoured 
to  commence  or  renew  a  private 
correfpondence  with  feveral  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Congrefs,  and  other 
perfons  of  confideration.  Thus  in 
fad,  endeavouring  to  eflablifh  a 
double  fyflem  of  negociation  ;  the 
one,  oflenfible,  with  the  Congrefs 
at  large  ;  the  other,  unfeen  and 
private,  with  individuals  whofe  in¬ 
fluence  might  not  only  facilitate, 
but  even  in  fome  degree  dired, 
the  proceedings  of  the  former. 
Some  of  thefe  letters,  which  have 
been  publifhed,  feem  rather  of  an 
unufual  cafl,  confidering  the  pecu¬ 
liar  circumflances  and  fituation  of 
the  writer.  While,  as  a  common 
friend  to  both  countries,  he  pa¬ 
thetically  lamented  their  mutual 
calamities,  lie  feemed  no  way  fpar- 
ing  in  his  cenfure  of  the  condud; 
and  meafures  on  the  fide  of  govern¬ 
ment  which  led  to  the  prefens 
troubles ;  nor  did  he  any  more  fup- 
poit  the  juftice  of  the  original 
claims  let  up  by  the  mother  coun¬ 
try,  than  he  did  the  prudence  or 
policy  of  endeavouring  to  enforce 
them.  Upon  the  whole,  he  ufecl 
a  freedom  with  the  authority  under 
which  he  aded,  not  cuftomary  with 
thofe  entrufied  with  delegated 
power,  and  afforded  fuch  a  degree 
of  approbation  to  the  condud  of 
the  Americans  in  the  pad  refiflance 
which  they  had  made  to  it,  as  is 
feldom  granted  by  negociators  to 
[5]  2  ‘  theix 
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their  opponents.  But  it  was  per¬ 
haps  not  ill  fitted  to  confirm  that 
character  of  neutrality,  which  might 
have  helped  him  to  infinmate  him- 
felf  into  the  minds  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans. 

However  right  the  principles 
might  be,  upon  which  this  infr- 
nuatirig  fcheme  of  conciliation  was 
adopted,  its  effects  were  rather  un¬ 
toward  ;  and  the  Congrefs  affected 
to  confider  it  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view,  from  that  in  which 

x 

it  had  been  wifhed  or  intended  to 
be  placed.  The  firft  inftance  of 
this  difpofition  that  appeared,  was 
in  a  refolution  paffed  by  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  about  a  week  after  their  firft 
communication  with  the  Com- 
-miffioners.  In  this,  after  Hating 
limply  as  a  fact,  and  without  any 
particular  direction,  that  many  let¬ 
ters  addreffed  to  individuals  of  the 
United  States,  had  been  lately  re¬ 
ceived  through  the  conveyance  of 
the  enemy,  and  that  fome  of  thefe 
were  found  to  contain  ideas,  infi- 
diouily  calculated  to  divide  and 
delude  the  people ;  they,  therefore, 
earneftly  recommended  to  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  the  refpective  flares, 
and  ftriftly  directed  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  other  officers,  to  take 
the  moft  effectual  meafures  for  put¬ 
ting  a  flop  to  fo  dangerous  and 
criminal  a  correfpondence. 

This  was  followed  by  a  refolu¬ 
tion  in  the  beginning  of  July,  that 
all  letters  of  a  public  nature,  re¬ 
ceived  by  any  members  of  Con¬ 
grefs,  from  the  agents,  or  other 
fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  fhould  be  laid  before  that 
body.  It  need  fcarcely  be  doubted, 
that  the  contents  of  thefe  objects 
of  enquiry  were  already  well 
known  ;  but  this  meafure  afforded 
a  fandtion  to  the  difclofure  of  pri¬ 


vate  and  confidential  correfporh* 
dence,  which  was  indeed  neceffary 
to  leffen  its  odium,  and  at  the  fame 
time  held  out  authorized  ground 
to  the  Congrefs,  whereon  to  found 
their  intended  fuperftrudture.  Se¬ 
veral  letters  being  accordingly  laid 
before  them,  a  paffage  in  one* 
from  Governor  Johnftone  to  Ge¬ 
neral  jofeph  Reed,  and  in  another, 
from  that  gentleman  to  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ris,  together  with  an  account  given 
by  General  Reed,  of  a  verbal  mef- 
fage  or  propofal  delivered  to  him 
by  a  lady,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  Congrefs  for  entering  into  thofe 
violent  meafures,  by  which  they 
interdicted  all  intercourfe  and  cor¬ 
refpondence  with  Mr.  johnftone. 

The  firft  of  thefe  exceptionable 
paffage s,  went  no  farther  than  a 
fort  of  general  propofition,  that 
the  man  who  could  be  inftrumental 
in  reftoring  harmony  between  both 
countries,  would  deferve  more  from 
all  the  parties  concerned  in  or  af¬ 
fected  by  the  quarrel  and  recon¬ 
ciliation,  “  than  ever  vet  was  be- 
“  flowed  on  human  kind.” — The 
fecond,  in  the  letter  to  Mr.  Mor¬ 
ris,  was  more  particular.  After  a 
complimentary  declaration,  of  be¬ 
lieving  the  men  who  conducted  the 
affairs  of  America  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  influenced  by  improper  mo¬ 
tives,  it,  however,  proceeds  upon, 
the  fuhjeCt  of  the  negociation  in 
the  following  terms:— But  in 
all  fuch  tranfa&ions  there  is 
“  rifque  ;  and  I  think  that  who- 
(i  ever  ventures  fhould  be  fecured, 
“  at  the  fame  time  that  honour 
(s  and  emolument  fliould  naturally 
<(  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who 
“  have  fleered  the  veffel  in  the 
st  ftorm,  and  brought  her  fafely 
“  to  port.  I  think  that  Wafhingtori 
(S  and  the  Prefident  have  a  right 
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to  every  favour  that  grateful 
ff  nations  can  bellow,  if  they  could 
*f  once  more  unite  our  interelis, 
and  fpare  the  miferies  and  de- 
“  valdations  of  war.” 

But  the  tran faction  in  which 
the  lady  was  concerned,  afforded 
the  principal  ground  for  that  in¬ 
dignation  and  refentment  ex preffed 
by  the  Congrefs.  This  matter,  as 
flated  by  General  Reed,  went  to  a 
propofal  of  engaging  the  incerelf 
of  that  gentleman  in  promoting 
the  objedl  of  the  commiifion,  viz. 
a  reunion  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  in  which  event,  he  fhouid 
receive  an  acknowledgment  from 
government  of  ten  thoui'and  pounds 
fterling;  together  with  any  office 
in  his  Majetly’s  gift  in  the  colo¬ 
nies.  To  which,  Mr.  Reed,  find¬ 
ing  (as  he  fays)  that  an  anfwer  was 
■expended,  replied,  that,  “  he  was 
not  worth  purchafing  ;  but  fuch 
*x  as  he  was,  the  King  of  Great- 
* ‘  Britain  was  not  rich  enough  to 
do  it.” 

.  ,  The  Congrefs  if- 

Aug.  nth.  r  ,  j  P 

iued  a  declaration, 

l//  ’  including  three  re¬ 
solutions,  upon  the  fubjedl,  which 
they  fent  by  a  flag  to  the  Britilh 
Commiffioners  at  New-York.  The 
declaratory  part  contained  a  recital 
at  length  of  thofe  paffages  in  the 
letters  which  we  have  taken  notice 
of,  together  with  the  particulars 
•of  the  converfation  which  had  palled 
between  Mrs.  Fergulon,  the  lady 
in  quellion,  and  General  Reed.  By 
the  refolutions  they  determine. 
That  the  contents  of  the  fa  id  para¬ 
graphs,  and  the  particulars  in 
Reed’s  declaration,  cannot  but  be 
conlidercd  as  diredd  attempts  to 
corrupt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 
That,  as  they  feel,  fo  they  ought 


to  demonllrate,  the  higheft  and 
moll  pointed  indignation  again!! 
luch  daring  and  atrocious  attempts 
to  corrupt  their  integrity. — And, 

“  That  it  is  incompatible  with 
“  the  honour  of  Congrefs  to  hold 

any  manner  of  correfpondence  - 
<c  or  intercourfe  with  the  faid 
“  George  John  Hone,  Efq;  efpe- 
“  dally  to  negociate  with  him 
“  upon  affairs,  in  which  the  cayfe 
“  of  liberty  and  virtue  is  inte- 
<£  relied.” 

Thefe  proceedings  drew  out  an 
exceedingly  angry  and  vehement 
declaration  from  the  gentleman  ia 
quellion  ;  in  which,  whatever  fuffi- 
cient  caule  he  had  for  indignation 
and  refentment,  the  immediate 
operations  of  paffion  were,  perhaps, 
rather  too  apparent.  Thofe  per- 
fons,  and  that  body,  which  w'ere 
lately  held  up  as  examples  of  virtue 
and  patriotifm  to  all  mankind,  and 
whole  names  feemed  to  be  equalled 
with  the  mod  celebrated  in  an¬ 
tiquity  ;  were  now,  not  only  found 
to  be  dedicate  of  every  virtue  un¬ 
der  heaven  ;  but  were  directly 
charged  with  being  the  betrayers 
and  dellroyers  of  their  country ; 
with  aiding  direilly  contrary  to 
the  fen, fe  and  opinion  of  the  people 
in  general,  and  of  facrificing  their 
de^rell  interefts  to  the  moil  un¬ 
worthy  and  bafe  motives ;  and  with 
deluding  their  unhappy  conlli- 
tuents,  and  leading  them  blindfold 
to  irretrievable  ruin.  After  charg¬ 
ing  the  Congrefs  with  forgetting 
every  principle  of  virtue  and  li¬ 
berty,  it  creates  no  furprize  that 
he  declares  himfelf  indifferent  as 
to  their  good  opinion  ;  nor  -that 
their  refolution  was  fo  far  from  be¬ 
ing  a  matter  of  offence  to  him,  that 
lie  rather  confidered  it  as  a  mark 
of  diltinclion. 

[B]  3  With 
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With  refped  to  the  fads  or 
charges  Hated  by  the  Congrefs, 
they  are  neither  abfolutely  denied, 
nor  acknowledged,  by  Mr.  John- 
ilone  in  this  piece;  he  confequently 
does  not  enter  into  any  j unification 
of  his  own  conbud;  but  declares 
a  refervation  to  himfelf  of  the  li¬ 
berty,  if  he  fhould  think  proper, 
of  publifhing,  before  he  left  Ame¬ 
rica,  fuch  a  j  unification,  again  ft 
the  afperfions  thrown  on  his  cha¬ 
racter.  He  alio  leems  indiredly 
to  deny  the  charge,  by  attributing 
the  refolntions  to  the  malice  and 
treachery  of  the  Congrefs,  who  in¬ 
tended  them  only  for  the  purpofes 
of  inflaming  their  wretched  con- 
ftituerrts  to  endure  all  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war,  and  as  a  means  for 
continuing  their  delufion,  thereby 
to  fruftrate  all  the  good  efFeds 
intended  by  the  commiflion  for  the 
reftoration  of  tranquillity.  But  to 
defeat  their  purpofes  in  this  re- 
fped,  he  declared,  that  he  fhould 
for  the  future  decline  ading  as  a 
commiftioner,  or  taking  the  fmalleft 
jhare  in  any  buftnefs,  whether  of 
negociation  or  other,  in  which  the 
Congrefs  fhould  be  any  way  con¬ 
cerned.  It  may  not  be  unneceffary 
here  to  obferve,  that  this  gentle- 
man  afterwards  absolutely  difowned 
the  particular  tran fadion  with  Mr. 
Reed. 

The  tone  of  this  publication, 
accorded  but  badly  with  the  high 
and  flattering  elogiums,  which  this 
gentleman  had  fo  lately  bellowed 
on  the  Americans,  in  thofe  very 
letters  which  were  the  fubjed  of 
the  prefect  conteft.  In  one  of 
thefe,  to  Mr.  Dana,  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  remarkable  pafifage  : — “  If  you 
“  follow  the  example  of  Britain  in 
<f  the  hour  of  her  pride,  infolence, 
S£  and  madnefs,  and  refufe  to  hear 
I 


tf  us,  I  ftill  exped,  fince  I  am 
here,  to  have  the  privilege  of 
“  coming  among  you,  and.  feeing 
“  the  country  ;  as  there  are  many 
(£  men,  whofe  virtues  I  admire 
<f  above  Greek  and  Roman  names, 

£f  that  I  fhould  be  glad  to  tell  my 
((  children  about.”  The  fame  re- 
queft,  in  equivalent  terms,  appears 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Laurens,  the 
prefident:  and  in  that  to  General 
Reed,  among  other  net  dilfimilar 
exprefiions  are  the  following, — 

“  Your  pen  and  your  fword  have 
“  both  been  ufed  with  glory  and  ad- 
vantage  in  vindicating  the  rights 
tc  of  mankind,  and  of  that  com- 
<(  munity  of  which  you  was  a 
part.  Such  a  condud,  as  the 
“  firft  and  fuperior  of  all  human 
“  duties,  mu  ft  ever  command  my 
“  warmeft  friendfhip  and  vene- 
“  ration.” 

This  piece  from  the  Congrefs 
alfo  drew  out  a  declaration  in  an- 
fwer  from  the  other  Commiflion- 
ers,  viz.  Lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden  ;  which 
went  to  a  total  and  folemn  difa- 
vowal,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
prefent  fubjed,  of  their  having 
had  any  knowledge,  diredly  or 
indiredly,  of  thofe  matters  fpeci- 
fied  by  the  Congrefs.  They',  how¬ 
ever,  took  care  at  the  fame  time  to 
guard  eftedually  again  ft  any  in¬ 
ference  that  might  from  thence 
be  drawn,  of  their  implying  any 
aftent  to  the  conftrudion  put  upon 
private  correfpondence  by  the 
Congrefs  ;  or  of  their  intimating 
thereby  a  belief,  that  any  perfon 
could  have  been  authorized  to 
hold  the  converfation  ftated  by 
that  body.  With  refped  to  the 
charges  and  refolutions,  fo  far  as 
they  related  merely  to  their  late 
brother  camxhiffidner,  they  did 

not 
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not  think  it  necefiary,  they  faid, 
to  enter  into  any  explanation  of 
the  conduct  of  a  gentleman,  whofe 
abilities  and  integrity  did  not  re¬ 
quire  their  vindication.  They 
however  gave  a  teftimony  from 
their  own  knowledge  to  the  libe¬ 
rality  of  his  general  fentiments, 
and  the  fair  and  equitable  princi¬ 
ples  upon  which  he  had  wifhed 
to  reflore  the  harmony,  and  to 
eftablifh  the  union,  between  the 
Mother  Country  and  the  Cojonies, 
on  terms  mutually  beneficial. 

But  the  great  objects  of  this 
declaration,  as  well  as  of  that 
iffued  by  Governor  Johnflone,  and 
of  other  former  and  fubfequent 
publications,  were  to  defeat  the 
effeCt  of  the  French  treaties,  to 
controvert  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  with  refpeCt  to  its  ac¬ 
ceptance  or  confirmation  of  them, 
and  to  render  the  conduct  of  that 
body  fufpicious  or  odious  to  the 
people.  For  thefe  purpofes,  hav¬ 
ing  firfk  laid  it  down  as  an  incon¬ 
trovertible  faCl,  that  an  alliance 
with  France  was  totally  contrary 
to  the  interefts  of  America,  and 
muff  in  its  effe&s  prove  utterly 
fubverfive,  both  of  her  civil  and 
religious  rights,  they  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  demonftrate,  that  fhe 
was  not  bound  in  honour,  nor 
tied  down  by  any  principle  of 
public  faith,  to  adhere  to  thofe 
treaties.  In  fupport  of  this  doc¬ 
trine,  they  endeavoured  to  efta- 
blifh  as  proof,  that  the  French 
conceflions  owed  their  origin  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  conciliatory  propofi- 
tions  of  Great  Britain.  For  that 
being  well  aware  of  the  returning 
union,  felicity  and  ftrength,  which 
the  lenient  conduct  of  the  crown 
and  parliament  would  immedi¬ 
ately  introduce  throughout  the 


Britifh  Empire,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles,  merely  with  a  view  of 
prolonging  the  troubles,  and  of 
rendering  the  Colonies  inftru- 
ments  to  Gallic  ambition  and 
perfidy,  fuddenly  complied  with 
thofe  conditions,  and  figned  thofe 
treaties,  which  fhe  had  before 
conftantly  and  difdainfully  re¬ 
jected. 

They  then  proceeded  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  validity  of  that  fan&ion 
which  thofe  treaties  were  fuppof- 
ed  to  derive,  from  the  confirma¬ 
tion  which  they  had  fince  re¬ 
ceived  in  America  ;  and  endea¬ 
voured  much  to  eftablifh  as  a  ge¬ 
neral  doCtrine  and  opinion,  that 
the  Congrefs  had  far  exceeded 
their  powers,  both  in  that  refpeCt, 
and  in  their  laying  down  unrea- 
fonable  and  inadmiffible  prelimi¬ 
naries,  as  an  infuperable  bar  to 
their  own  propofed  negociation, 
and  to  defeat,  without  hearing  or 
deliberation,  all  the  amicable 
purpofes  of  their  million.  They 
infilled,  that  the  Congrefs  were 
not  authorized  or  warranted,  by 
their  own  immediate  conflitution, 
to  take  fuch  decifive  meafures, 
and  finally  to  pronounce  upon 
quellions  of  fuch  infinite  and  lad¬ 
ing  importance,  without  recurring 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  receiving  the  opinion  and  in¬ 
flections  of  their  conftituents,  af¬ 
ter  a  full  and  open  difcuflion  of 
the  different  fubjeCts  in  their  re- 
fpeCtive  affemblies. 

Upon  this  ground,  they  point¬ 
ed  all  their  artiljery  direCtly  a- 
gainfl  the  Congrefs ;  whom  they 
charged  with  betraying  the  tru.ft 
repofed  in  them  by  their  confli¬ 
tuents,  with  aCting  contrary  to 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  with  facrificing  their  interells 
[2?]  4.  an4 
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and  fafety,  to  their  own  ambi¬ 
tious  views  and  interallied  defigns. 
Indeed,  however  ftrange  it  may 
appear,  there  feems  no  doubt, 
that  notwithftanding  the  repeated 
trials  which  tk|  long  continued, 
various,  and  extenfive  operations 
of  the  war  had  feemed  to  afford, 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  people  in 
fo  many  Colonies,  the  Commif- 
fioners  themfelves  were  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  vaft  majority  of 
them  were  firmly  attached  to  the 
Britifh  government,  and  totally 
adverfe  to  the  rebellion.  It  is, 
however,  to  be  confidered,  that 
all  the  information  they  could  re¬ 
ceive  on  the  fubjed,  was  through 
the  medium  of  men,  whofe  minds 
were  violently  heated,  by  their 
Sufferings,  their  Ioffes,  their  hopes, 
their  loyalty,  and  undoubtedly  in 
many  infiances,  by  their  private 
and  party  animofities. 

The  Congrefs,  and  thofe  who 
wrote  in  their  defence,  and  ap¬ 
parently  with  authority,  contro¬ 
verted  thefe  portions,  the  infe¬ 
rences  drawn  from  them,  and  the 
faffs  they  were  founded  on.  They 
firff  attacked  the  pofition  which 
would  naturally  operate  with  moil 
force  upon  the  minds  and  opinions 
of  men,  viz.  that  the  conclufion 
of  the  French  treaties  was  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to  the  conciliatory 
propofitions  held  out  by  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  parliament.  This'  they  af- 
ferted  to  be  contradicted  by  fads 
and  dates ;  and  this  point  was 
ftrongly  urged  bv  the  American 
popular  writers,  particularly  Mr. 
Drayton,  and  the  author  of  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  publication,  entitled, 
from  the  fignature,  Cotninqn  Sen/}, 
who  With  great  induftry  pointed 
out  to  the  public,  the  defedive- 
ncfs,  incoherence,  or  contradic¬ 


tion  of  the  evidence.  But  not  Sa¬ 
tisfied  with  apparently  gaining 
this  point,  they  undertook  to 
prove  the  dired  reverfe  of  the  pro- 
pofition,  and  pretended  to  fhew, 
that  the  Britifh  conceffions,  in- 
flead  of  being  the  caufe,  were 
the  immediate  eifed,  of  the 
French  negociation  and  treaties. 
It  was  fhrevvdly  obferved  in  one  of 
thefe  publications,  that  the  Com- 
miffioners,  who  now  totally  deni¬ 
ed  that  the  Congrefs  had  any 
power  or  authority  to  conclude  the 
French  treaties,  had  themfelves 
propofed  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  that  very  body  ;  and  that  the 
uncommon  chagrin  and  difap- 
pointment  which  they  openly  a- 
vowed  upon  meeting  with  a  refufal, 
was  a  fufficient  teftimony,  how 
fully  they  were  fatisfied  of  its 
competence  to  that  purpofe. 

In  refuting  what  they  afferted 
as  errors  of  fad  on  the  part  of  the 
Commifiioners,  fome  of  thefe  wri¬ 
ters  did  not  fcruple  to  avail  them¬ 
felves  of  the  fame  inltrumenc,  and 
afferted  things  which  were  not 
true,  or  which  are  at  lead  highly 
improbable.  Particularly,  that  to 
bribe  the  acquiefcence  of  France 
in  the  ruin  of  America,  that  pow¬ 
er  was  offered  a  celfson  of  fome 
confiderable  part  of  our  Eaft  India 
poifeifions,  and  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges  and  advantages  on  the  Co  aft 
of  Africa,  which  were  enjoyed  by 
the  fubjeds  of  England. 

Although  the  Commifiioners  did 
not  exped  that  the  fads  or  argu¬ 
ments  Fated  in  their  declarations, 
would  produce  any  ferviceable  e fi¬ 
fed  in  the  condud  of  the  Con¬ 
gress,  it  was  ftill  hoped,  that  they 
would  have  operated  powerfully 
upon  the  people  at  large.  This 
fqnrcc  of  hope  being  alio  at  length 
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exhauffed,  and  the  C'ommiffioners 
convinced  by  experience,  that  the 
delign  of  detaching  any  particular 
province,  or  large  collective  body 
of  the  people,  fo  far  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  union  as  to  enter  into  a  pri¬ 
vate  or  feparate  negociation,  was 
as  fruitlefs,  as  the  attempt  of  open¬ 
ing  a  treaty  with  the  Congrels  in 
the  name  of  the  whole,  had  al¬ 
ready  proved  ineffectual,  deter¬ 
mined  totallv  to  change  their 
mode  of  conduct,  and  to  de¬ 
nounce  hoffcilicy  and  deffruftion, 
in  their  molt  terrific  forms,  to 
thofe  who  had  rejected  conciliation 
and  friendfhip.  Tne  operations 
of  terror  might  pofibly  produce 
thofe  efFeCts,  which  the  fmooth 
language  of  peace  was  found  in¬ 
capable  of  attaining  :  or,  if  the 
iofs  of  America  was  inevitable,  it 
was  derermined  to  render  it  of  as 
little  value  to  its  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  pofleffors  as  poffible. 

The  partizans  of  the  predatory 
fcheme  in  England,  from  whom 
this  idea  feems  to  be  taken,  af- 
ferted,  that  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try  expofed  it  more  to  the  ravage 
of  fuch  a  war  as  was  intended  or 
threatened,  than  perhaps  any  o- 
ther  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Its  vaff  line  of  fea  coaff  u  as  inde- 
fenlible  by  any  poffible  means, 
again  if  the  efforts  of  a  fuperior 
marine,  accompanied  by  fuch  a 
moderate  lard  force,  as  would  be 
neceffary  for  the  purposes  of  a  de- 
fultory  and  exterminating  war; 
and  thofe  num  beliefs  navigable 
creeks  and  rivers,  which  had  in 
happier  days  conveyed  commerce 
to  every  door,  and  fore-ad  plenty, 
independence,  and  indwflry,  thro’ 
every  cottage,  now  afforded  equal 
means  and  facility,  for  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  fudden  and  inevitable  de- 
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ffr.uftion,  home  to  the  mod  fe- 
queifered  fire  Tide.  The  impraffi- 
cability  of  evading  the  dangers 
ariiing  from  htuation  was  farther 
increased,  by  that  mode  of  living 
in  fmall,  open,  .Scattered  towns 
and  villages,  which  the  nature 
and  original  circ  dm  fiances  of  the 
country  had  prefcribed  to  the  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  Commiffioners  Off.  3d., 
accordingly  iffued  and  1778. 
publifhed  that  fignal  valediffory 
manifeflo  and  proclamation,  which 
has  iince  been  an  objefl  of  fo  much 
difcuffion  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  which  Ivas  afforded  a  fubjeff, 
that  was  no  lefs  agitated  in  both 
Houfes  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
than  in  the  American  Congrefs. 

In  that  piece,  they  entered  into 
a  long  recapitulation  of  faffs  and 
arguments  which  had  been  gene¬ 
rally  flated  in  former  declarations, 
relative  to  the  French  treaties,  the 
conduct  and  views  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs,  their  criminal  obffinacy  in 
rejefling  all  propofals  of  accom¬ 
modation,  and  their  total,  incom¬ 
petency,  whether  with  refpeff  to 
the  con cluli on  of  treaties  on  the 
one  hand,  or  to  their  rejection  on 
the  other.  With  an  enumeration 
of  their  own  repeated  endeavours 
for  the  refloration  of  tranquility 
and  happinefs  to  the  people,  and 
a  review  of  the  great  advantages 
held  cut  by  the  equitable  and 
conciliatory  proportions  which 
they  had  made,  they  announce 
their  intention  of  fpeedily  return¬ 
ing  to  England,  as,  under  the 
circum fiances  of  treatment  and 
rejection  which  they  had  experi¬ 
enced,  their  longer  flay  in  Ame¬ 
rica  would  be  as  inconiiffent  with 
their  own  dignity,  as  with  that 
of  the  authority  which  they  re- 

pre- 
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prefen  ted*  ,  They,  however,  held 
out  during  the  remainder  of  their 
Hay,  the  fame  favourable  condi¬ 
tions,  and  fhould  Hill  retain  the 
fame  conciliatory  difpofttion  and 
fe ntiments,  which  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  propofed  or  manifefled. 

The  Commiffionersthen  thought 

o 

it  neceffary  to  inform  and  warn 
the  people,  of  the  total  and  ma¬ 
terial  change  which  was  to  take 
place,  in  the  whole  nature  and 
future  conduct  of  the  war,  if  they 
fhould  fill!  perfevere  in  their  obfti- 
riacy  ;  more  efpecially,  as  that 
was  founded  upon  the  pretended 
alliance  with  France.  Upon  this 

x 

fubject  they  expreffed  themfelves 
as  follows  :  “  The  policy,  as  well 
(t  as  the  benevolence  of  Great 
€f  Britain,  had  hitherto  checked 
KC  the  extremes  of  war,  when 
they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  people, 
<e  hill  confidered  as  fellow-fub- 
jeCls,  and  to  defolate  a  coun- 
*f  try,  fhortly  to  become  again  a 
fource  of  mutual  advantage  ; 
(i  but  when  that  country  profeffes 
the  unnatural  defign,  not  only 
e<  of  eftranging  herfelf  from  us, 
ss  but  of  mortgaging  herfelf  and 
61  her  refources  to  our  enemies, 
*c  the  whole  con  tell  is  changed  ; 

and  the  queftion  is,  how  far 
(t  Great  Britain  may,  by  every 
*(  means  in  her  power,  deftroy  or 
“  render  ufelefs,  a  connection 
ic  contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for 
sf  the  aggrandizement  of  France. 

Under  fuch  circumftances, 
tc  the  laws  of  felf-prefervadon 
tf  muft  direft  the  conduCt  of 
ec  Great  Britain  ;  and,  if  the 
fe  Britifh  Colonies  are  to  become 
U  an  acceiiion  to  France,  will  di- 
reCt  Her  to  render  that  accef- 
f*  hon  of  as  little  avail  as  poffi- 
ble  to  her  enemy/*  y 


The  frit  aCt  of  the  Con-  , 
grefs  in  confequence  of  this  10l  9 
manifefto,  was  a  cautionary  de¬ 
claration  or  notice  to  the  public, 
hating,  that  as  there  was  every 
reafon  to  expeCt,  that  their  unna¬ 
tural  enemies,  defpairing  of  be¬ 
ing  able  to  enflave  and  fubdue 
them  by  open  force,  would,  as 
the  Lift  effort,  ravage,  burn, 
and  deftroy  every  city  and  town 
on  that  continent,  which  they 
could  come  at ;  they  therefore 
hrongjy  recommended  to  all  thofe 
people,  who  lived  in  places  expo- 
led  to  their  ravages,  immediately 
to  build  huts,  at  the  diilance  of  at 
leak  thirty  miles  from  their  prefent 
habitations,  whither  they  were  to 
convey  their  wives,  children,  cat¬ 
tle,  and  effeCts,  with  all  who  were 
incapable  of  bearing  arms,  on 
the  find  alarm  of  the  enemy. 

So  far,  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  was  prudent  and  juftiftable  ; 
but  the  following  claufe  of  this 
public  inftrument,  however  cq-? 
loured  by  a  difplay  of  humanity, 
confined  merely  to  terms,  towards 
its  concluffon,  or  even  covered 
under  the  pretence  of  being  in¬ 
tended  only  to  operate  in  terro- 
rem,  can  fcarcely  efcape  condem¬ 
nation,  as  being  exceedingly  re¬ 
prehend  ble  and  unjuft  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple.  The  refolurion  is  couched 
in  the  following  words,  viz, 
“  That  immediately  when  the 
“  enemy  begin  to  burn  or  deftroy 
“  any  town,  it  be  recommended 
“  to  the  people  of  thefe  Hates,  to 
“  fet  fire,  to  ravage,  burn  and 
et  deftroy,  the  houfes  and  pro- 
<<r  parties  of  all  Tories,  and  ene- 
“  mies  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
s<  pendence  of  America,  and  fe- 
cure  the  perfons  of  fuch,  fo  as 
<f  to  prevent  them  from  ailifting 

‘‘  the 
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<e  the  enemy,  always  taking  care, 

“  not  to  treat  them  or  their  fami- 
“  lies  with  any  wanton  cruelties, 
t(  as  we  do  not  with,  in  this  par- 
cc  ticular,  to  copy  after  our  ene- 
“  mies,  or  their  German,  negro, 

“  and  copper-coloured  aides. ” 

This  was  followed,  in  about 
three  weeks,  by  a  counter  mani- 
fefto  on  the  part  of  the  Congrefs, 
filed  with  bitcernels  and  acrimony. 

In  this  the}  boaft,  that  lince  they 
could  not  prevent,  they  ftrove,  at 
lead,  to  alleviate  the  calamities  of 
war ;  had  iiudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againft  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  cap¬ 
tivity.  In  contrail  to  this  portrait 
of  their  own  condu&,  they  drew  a 
hideous  picture  of  thofe  enormities 
which  they  attributed  to  the  other 
fide.  They  charge  their  enemy 
with  having  laid  waite  the  open 
country,  burned  the  defencelefs 
villages,  and  having  butchered  the 
citizens  of  America.  That  their 
prifons  had  been  the  flaughter- 
houfes  of  her  foldiers,  their  Ihips 
of  her  feamen,  and,  that  the  fe¬ 
vered  injuries  had  been  aggravated 
by  the  groifdl  infults.  That, 
foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
fubj  ugate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  had  meanly  af- 
failed  the  reprefentatives  of  Ame¬ 
rica  with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
with  the  fervility  of  adulation. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  fpirit 
which  infpired  this  piece,  and  the 
acrimony  with  which  it  abounds, 
we  fhall  give  the  following  palfage 
in  their  own  language — “  They 
“  have  made  a  mock  of  humanity, 

“  by  the  wanton  dedruCtion  of 
*'  men  :  they  have  made  a  mock 
“  of  religion,  by  impious  appeals 
“  to  God,  whilft  in  the  violation 
“  of  his  facred  commands:  they 
have  made  a  mock  even  of 
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“  reafon  itfelf,  by  endeavouring 
“  to  prove,  that  the  liberty  and 
iC  happinefs  of  America  could 
“  fafeiy  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
“  have  fold  their  own,  unawed 
“  by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of 
“  lhame.” 

They  conclude  the  piece  with 
the  following  threat  of  retaliation. 
“  But  fmee  their  incorrigible  dif- 
“  pofitions  cannot  be  touched  by 
“  kindnefs  and  companion,  it  be- 
“  comes  our  duty  by  other  means 
**  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  hu«* 
t(  manity.” 

“  We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs 
“  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
“  rica,  do  folemnly  declare  and 
<e  proclaim,  that  if  our  enemies 
tf  prefume  to  execute  their  threats, 
“  or  perfill  in  their  prefent  career 

of  barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch 
ef  exemplary  vengeance  as  fhall 
tc  deter  others  from  a  like  con- 
“  duCt.  We  appeal  to  that  God 
(t  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men, 
“  for  the  reCtitude  of  our  inten- 
“  tions.  And  in  his  holy  pre- 
ie  fence  v/e  declare,  that  as  we  are 
<e  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
“  hafty  fuggedions  of  anger  or  re- 
ee  venge,  fo  through  every  pof- 
“  fible  change  of  fortune,  we  will 
<f  adhere  to  this  our  determina- 
“  tion.” 

Thus,  unhappily,  did  the  fe- 
cond  com  million  for  the  reftoration 
of  peace  in  America,  prove  as  fu¬ 
tile  in  the  event  as  the  former. 
Although  it  would  be  too  much  to 
affirm,  that  any  propofal  made  by 
the  commiffioners,  or  any  circurry- 
flances  attending  their  million, 
could  have  been  productive  of  the 
delired  effeCt,  after  the  conclulion 
of  the  French  treaties  ;  it  would 
however  feem,  that  nothing  could 
have  been  more  untoward  in  point 
of  time,  and  more  fubverlive  of 

the 
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the  purpofes  of  their  commifTion, 
than  the  fudden  retreat  from  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  which  took  place  almoft 
at  the  inftant  of  its  being  opened. 
However  neceffary  this  meafure 
might  have  been9  considered  in  a 
military  view,  the  difgrace  of  a 
retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  a  province, 
were  undoubtedly  omens  very  in- 
aufpicious  to  the  opening  of  a  ne¬ 
gotiation.  It  has  been  publicly 
faid,  (however  jlrange  it  muft  ap¬ 
pear)  that  one  of  the  com  mi  f- 
fioners,  at  leak,  was  totally  unac¬ 
quainted,  even  at  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  that  this  meafure  was  not 
only  intended,  but  that  the  orders 
for  its  execution  a&ually  accom¬ 
panied  their  million. 

As  if  Fortune  had  designed,  that 
this  com  million  Ihould  have  been 
diftinguilhed  in  every  part  of  its 
exigence  from  all  others,  it  was 
alfo  attended  with  the  Angular  cir- 
cumftance,  of  a  letter  from  the 
Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  (vvhofe 
military  conduit  had  placed  him 
very  high  in  the  opinion  of  the 
American Sy  as  well  as  in  their  fer- 
vice)  to  the  Earl  of  Carlille,  chal¬ 
lenging  that  nobleman,  as  frit 
commiffioner,  to  the  held,  thereto 
anfwer  in  his  own  perfon,  and  in 
Angle  combat,  for  fome  harlhnefs 
of  reflection  upon  the  conduit  of 
the  French  court  and  nation, 
which  had  appeared  in  thofe  pub¬ 
lic  aits  or  in ftru merits,  that  he  and 
his  brethren  had  ilfued  in  their  do- 

A 

Jitical  capacity.  It  is  almolt  need- 
Ieis  to  obferve,  that  fuch  propofal, 
which  could  only  be  excufed  by  na¬ 
tional  levity,  or  the  heat  and  inex¬ 
perience  of  youth,  was  rejected  by 
the  noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  ad- 
dreffed,  with  the  flight  that  it  de- 
ferved. 

Whilft  New  York,  the  Jerfies, 


Pen nfy! vania,  and  the  borders  of 
Connecticut,  had  hitherto  endured 
all  the  calamities  of  war,  it  for¬ 
tuned,  that  the  northern  and  fou- 
thern,  as  well  as  the  more  interior 
colonies,  enjoyed  no  inconflderable 
degree  of  general  tranquility.  The 
early  tranfadtions  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Bofton,  the  attempt 
on  Charleftown,  Lord  Dunmore’s 
adventures  in  Virginia,  with  the 
fubjugation  of  the  Tories  in  North 
and  South  Carolina,  being  the 
principal  exceptions  to  this  obfer- 
vation.  The  continual  petty  ho- 
ftilides  carried  on  between  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  two  neighbouring 
weak  colonies,  of  Georgia  and 
Eaft  Florida,  ferved,  however,  tq 
keep  the  rumour  of  war  alive  to 
the  fouthward ;  and  an  expedition 
undertaken  in  the  fpring  of  this 
year  by  a  party  of  Americans, 
conveyed  its  effects  to  the  Miffiflp- 
pi,  and  afforded  no  fmall  caufe  af 
alarm,  to  the  whole  new  colony  of 
Weft  Florida,  which  had  hitherto 
been  totally  clear  of  the  general 
tumult. 

The  expedition  was,  however, 
confined  in  ks  prefent  effedt  to  its 
immediate  objeCt,  which  only  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  reduction  of  theBri- 
tifh  fettlements  in  that  country 
which  had  formerly  belonged  to  a 
diftinguilhed  Indian  nation  called 
Natches ;  who  many  years  before 
had  fallen  victims  to  European 
policy,  the  whole  people  having 
been  perfldkmfly  exterminated  by 
the  French.  Tliefe  fettlements 
were  under  the  government,  and 
conftdered  as  a  part  of  Weft  Flo¬ 
rida  ;  but  being  too  remote  for 
protection,  if  it  could  even  have 
been  afforded,  the  inhabitants  prer 
ferved  their  property  by  fur  ren¬ 
dering  without  refiftance  to  a  Cap.. 
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tain  Willing,  who  commanded  the 
American  party,  and  who,  al¬ 
though  they  were  furprized  and  to¬ 
tally  in  his  power,  granted  them 
every  condition  which  they  re¬ 
quired,  for  their  prefent  and  fu¬ 
ture  fecuritv.  It  Icems  by  the  ac¬ 
count,  as  if  this  party  had  fallen 
down  the  Miffifippi  by  water  ;  but 
from  what  place  is  not  fpecifed. 
It  is  probable,  and  feems  in  fome 
degree  confirmed  by  fubfequent 
events,  that  the  objeCs  of  this  ex¬ 
pedition  were  not  confined  merely 
to  the  reduCion  of  the  country  in 
queftion,  but  were  extended  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  an  intimate  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Spaniards  at 
New  Orleans,  and  to  further  views 
upon  Weft  Florida. 

The  ftate  and  circumftances  of 
the  war,  as  well  as  of  the  forces 
under  his  command,  togetherwith 
the  winter  feafon,  which  reftrained, 

if  it  did  not  entirely  fhut  no  en- 

/  1 

terprize,  in  the  northern  and  cen¬ 
tral  colonies,  afforded  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  ye ar,  to 
direft  his  views  to  the  fouthward. 
The  recovery  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  although  in  itfelf  nei¬ 
ther  great  nor  powerful,  was  in 
various  refpeCs  a  matter  of  the 
utmoft  importance.  Its  products 
were  indeed  confiderable,  and  ren¬ 
dered  more  fo,  by  their  being 
greatly  wanted.  In  particular, 
nothing  could  be  more  effential  to 
the  fupport  of  a  fleet  and  army,  at 
fo  great  a  diftance  from  their  prin¬ 
cipal  fources  of  fupply,  than  its 
ftaple  commodity,  rice,  which  was 
now  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  our 
enemies,  whether  in  Europe  or 
America.  The  pofTeffion  of  this 
province  would  alio,  by  prefen  ting 
a  new  barrier  to  the  enemy,  re¬ 


lieve  Eaft  Florida  from  thofe  cbn- 
ftant  alarms,  incurfions,  and  dan¬ 
gers,  to  which  it  had  been  fo  long 
expofed.  And  the  two  Florida’s, 
with  this,  would  all  together  form 
fuch  an  aggregate  eftablifhment  of 
ftrength  at  the  fouthern  extremity 
of  the  continent,  as  could  not  fail 
greatly  to  influence  the  future  ope¬ 
rations  and  fortune  of  the  war. 

Important  as  thefe  objedls  were* 
this  acquifition  held  out  one  Mill 
greater.  The  fouthern  colonies 
produced  thofe  commodities  which 
were  rood  wanted  and  mod  va¬ 
luable  in  the  European  markets. 
France  took  orF  a  prodigious  quan¬ 
tity  of  their  ftaple  products ;  and 
the  quiet  and  feeuriiy  which  they 
had  hitherto  enjoyed,  admitted  fj 
vigorous  a  cultivation,  that  their 
export  trade  feemed  little  other- 
wife  affedted  by  the  war,  than  what 
it  buffered  from  the  Britifh  cruizers. 
Thus,  in  effedt,  the  continental 
credit  in  Europe  was  principally 
upheld  by  the  fouthern  colonies  ; 
and  they  became  the  medium 
through  which  they  received  thofe 
fupplies,  that  were  not  only  indif- 
penfibly  neceflary  to  the  fupport  of 
the  war,  but  even  to  the  con¬ 
ducing  of  the  common  bufinefs 
and  affairs  of  life.  The  recovery 
of  Georgia,  would  not  only  put 
an  end  to  that  quiet  and  fecurity 
upon  which  fo  much  depended,  but 
would  open  fo  wide  a  door  into 
South  Carolina,  as  could  never  be 
effectually  clofed  whilft  it  was  held 
by  a  vigorous  enemy  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  vicinity  of  Charlef- 
town  would  conftantly  expofe  it  to 
his  enterprize,  and  that  the  fate  of 
the  whole  colony  inevitably  hung 
upon  that  of  the  capital. 

All  thefe  important  corfequen- 
ces,  and  perhaps  ethers,  were  tally 

compre- 
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comprehended  by  the  General ; 
and  the  time  and  feafon  ferving,  he 
entruded  the  conduct  of  the  expe¬ 
dition  in  the  land  department,  fo 
far  as  it  was  undertaken  from  New 
York,  to  Colonel  Campbell,  a 
brave  and  able  officer,  vvhofe  mif- 
fortune  of  being  taken  with  a  part 
of  his  regiment  on  their  paflage  to 
America,  as  well  as  his  fubfe- 
quent  fufferjngs  under  a  long  con¬ 
finement  near  Bodon,  we  have  for¬ 
merly  feen.  The  force  appointed 
to  ad  under  this  gentleman’s  com¬ 
mand,  confided  of  the  71ft 'regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  two  battalions  of 
Heffians,  four  of  provincials,  and 
a  detachment  of  the  royal  artil¬ 
lery. 

The  tranfports,  with  this  force, 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
27th  of  November  1778  ;  being 
efcorted  by  a  fmall  fquadron  of 
flips  of  war,  under  the  command 
of  Commodore  Hyde  Parker.  In 
the’  mean  time,  inflrudions  had 
been  communicated  to  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Prevofl,  who  commanded  the 
troops  in  Eaft  Florida,  to  colled; 
all  the  force  that  could  poffibly  be 
fpared,  from  the  mere  neceffary 
defence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  of 
St.  Augudine,  and  to  fecond  the 
views  of  the  expedition,  by  a  vi¬ 
gorous  invafion  of  the  province  of 
Georgia  on  that  fide,  and  by  even 
endeavouring  to  penetrate  fo  far, 
as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  imme¬ 
diately  with  Colonel  Campbell,  in 
his  intended  attack  on  the  capital 
town  of  Savannah. 

It  does  not  feem  from  any  thing 
that  appears,  that  the  Americans 
were  aware  of  the  objed  of  this 
enterprize;  or,  perhaps,  thegreat- 
nefs  of  the  difiance,  prevented 
their  being  able  to  take  any 
meafure  for  defeating  its  eited. 


The  fleet  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Tybee,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah, 
in  fomething  under  a  month.  On 
the  following  day,  the  Commo¬ 
dore,  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
tranfports,  got  over  the  bar,  and 
anchored  in  the  river,  within  the 
Light  Houfe  of  Tybee  ;  but,  from 
fome  unavoidable  circumftances  of 
delay,  it  was  not  until  the  27th 
that  they  were  there  joined  by  the 
refi  of  the  fleet.  The  commanders 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  force 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  fiate  of 

o' 

defence  which  they  were  to  en¬ 
counter,  feized  this  opportunity  of 
delay,  in  endeavouring  to  procure 
intelligence.  For  this  purpofe,  a 
company  of  light  infantry,  with  a 
naval  officer  and  Tailors,  were  dif- 
patched,  in  two  flat  boats,  up  one 
of  the  creeks,  and  had  the  fortune 
of  feizing  and  bringing  off  two 
men,  who  afforded  the  mod;  fatif- 
fadory  information.  The  com¬ 
manders  were  no\y  acquainted, 
that  the  batteries  which  had  been 
condruded  for  the  defence  of  the 
river,  had  been  fo  much  negleded, 
as  to  be  grown  out  of  repair  and 
condition  ;  and,  that  there  were 
very  few  troops  in  the  town,  but 
that  re-inforcements  were  daily 
expeded.  They  alfo  gave  fuch 
exad  information,  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  two  row  gal  lies ,  which 
had  been  armed  for  the  defence  of 
the  river,  as  afforded  means  after 
for  cutting  off  their  retreat,  by  any 
of  thofe  numerous  creeks  which  in- 
terfed  thaLcountry. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  the  com¬ 
manders  determined  to  lofe  no 
time  in  the  profecution  of  their 

I 

enterprize.  Colonel  Campbell  had 
already  feized  the  opportunity  af¬ 
forded  by  the  delay,  in  making  a 

new 
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new  and  advantageous  arrange¬ 
ment  with  refpect  to  part  of  his 
force.  He  had  formed  two  corps 
cf  light  infantry,  which  were 
drawn  from  the  provincial  batta¬ 
lions,  and  attached  one  of  thele 
to  Sir  James  Baird’s  light  com¬ 
pany,  of  the  71ft  (Highlanders), 
and  the  other  to  Captain  Cameron’s 
company,  of  the  fame  regiment. 
A  meafure  excellently  calculated, 
to  transfufe  the  fpirit,  vigour,  and 
confidence  of  veteran  troops,  equal¬ 
ly  inured  to  danger  and  to  vifitory, 
to  thole  who  being  yet  raw,  were 
diffident  of  their  own  powers,  from 
mere  ignorance  of  their  effefit. 

Every  thing  being  in  due  pre¬ 
paration,  the  Vigilant  led  the 
way  up  the  river,  on  the  28th, 
being  attended  by  the  Greenwich 
and  Keppel  armed  vefi'els,  and 
followed  by  the  tranfports,  who 
formed  three  divifions,  in  the  order 
eflablifhed  by  the  commanders  for 
defcent.  At  the  fame  time  the 
Comet  bomb-galley  was  fent  up 
the  fouth  channel,  to  prevent  the 
enemy’s  row-gallies  from  efcaping 
by  the  inland  navigations.  On 
finding  that  the  battery  on  a  place 
called  Salters  Ifland,  was  totally 
deferted  by  the  enemy,  the  armed 
vefi'els  pufhed  forward  towards  the 
intended  landing  place;  but  a 
number  of  the  tranfports  had 
grounded  on  the  Flats  by  the  way, 
which  neceflarily  retarded  for  fome 
time  the  landing.  The  afilivity 
and  judgment  of  Captain  Stanhope 
of  the  navy,  who  afiled  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  in  this  fefvice,  obviated 
this  difficulty,  as  far  as  its  nature 
would  admit.  Having  undertaken 
the  command  of  the  flat  boats,  he 
embarked  the  whole  firfi  divifion  of 
the  troops  with  fuch  celerity,  that 
he  joined  the  Vigilant  with  very 
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little  lofs  of  time,  after  fhe  had 
taken  that  ftation  which  the  fhal- 
lownefs  of  the  water  would  admit, 
at  about  random  cannon  {hot  dif- 
tance  from  the  landing  place.  It 
was,  however,  then  dark;  and  the 
enemy’s  fires  (hewing  that  they  had 
taken  poll:,  and  intended  defence, 
the  landing  was  deferred  until 
morning. 

The  deftined  landing  place  was 
a  poll  of  great  importance;  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  of  accefs ;  and 
which  was  accordingly  capable  of 
being  eafily  put  in  luch  a  date  of 
defence,  as  might  have  effefitually 
refilled  a  vaft  fuperiority  of  force. 
But  it  was  the  firfi:  prafilicable 
landing  place  on  the  Savannah 
river,  the  whole  country  between 
it  and  Tybee  being  a  continued 
trad  of  deep  marffi,  interfered  by 
the  extenfive  creeks  of  St.  Au- 
gufline  and  Tybee,  befides  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  cuts  of  deep  water, 
which  were  impaffable  by  troops  at 
any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  firfi:  divifion  of  the  troops, 
confiding  of  all  the  light  infantry 
of  the  army,  the  New  York  vo¬ 
lunteers,  and  the  fird  battalion  of 
the  7  id  regiment,  under  the  con- 
dufit  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mait¬ 
land,  were  landed  at  break  of  day. 
From  the  lauding  place,  a  narrow 
caufeway  of  fix  hundred  yards  in 
length,  with  a  ditch  on  each  fide, 
led  through  a  rice  fwamp  to  one 
Gerridoe’s  houfe,  which  dood 
upon  a  kind  of  blunt  and  abrupt 
promontory,  called  in  lea  lan¬ 
guage  a  bluff,  rifing  confiderably 
above  the  level  of  the  rice-fwamp. 
The  light  infantry  under  Captain 
Cameron,  being  fird  landed, 
formed  di refill y,  and  pufiied  for¬ 
ward  along  the  caufeway.  As 
they  approached  the  pod  they 

meant 
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meant:  to  attack,  they  received  a 
fmart  fire  of  mufquetry,  from  a 
fmail  party  of  about  fifty  rebels, 
to  whom  its  defence  had  been 
committed.  But  the  troops,  in- 
cenfed  at  the  lofs  of  their  Cap¬ 
tain,  who  had  fallen  bv  that 
fire,  afforded  them  no  time  for 
charging  again,  fo  that  they  were 
aim  oft  inftantly  difperfed  in  the 
woods. 

Thus,  after  fo  much  time  as  the 
enemy  had  for  preparation,  fo 
weak  or  confufed  were  their  coun- 
fels,  that  a  moft  difficult  landing 
place  was  fecured  to  the  army, 
and  an  open  way  gained  to  their 
capital,  at  no  greater  expence  than 
the  lofs  of  one  brave  officer,  with 
about  half  a  dozen  private  men 
killed  or  wounded.  Colonel 
Campbell,  having,  taken  a  view 
of  the  country  from  Gerridoe’s 
farm,  difcovered  the  rebel  army, 
under  Major  General  Robert 
Howe,  drawn  up  about  half  a 
mile  eaft  of  the  town  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  with  feveral  pieces  of  can¬ 
non  in  their  front.  He  was 
prompted  by  this  fight,  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  their  retiring  un- 
molefted  and  whole,  and  the  length 
of  fervice,  which  that  early  hour 
of  the  day  promi fed  to  afford,  to 
pufh  forward  with  the  troops  al¬ 
ready  landed,  and  to  expeCt  the 
remainder  as  they  could  come  up. 

The  commander  in  chief  ac¬ 
cordingly,  having  left  a  detach¬ 
ment  to  guard  the  landing  place, 
advanced  direCtly  towards  the 
enemy.  When  the  army  had 
palled  a  crofs  road,  which  inter¬ 
fered  the  great  one  leading  to  the 
town,  the  divifion  of  the  Wif- 
fenbach  regiment  was  left  to  take 
port  at  that  place,  both  in  order 
to  cover  the  rear,  and  to  preserve 


the  communication  with  the  land¬ 
ing  place.  The  troops  then  ad¬ 
vanced  along;  the  great  road  in 

'  v*  o 

the  utmoft  fee  unity  ;  a  thick  im¬ 
penetrable  wooded  fwamp  co> 
vered  the  left  of  the  line  of 
march,  and  the  light  troops  and 
flankers  effectually  icoured  the  cul¬ 
tivated  plantations  on  the  right. 

From  whatever  caution  or  delay 
it  happened,  the  troops  did  not 
reach  the  open  country  before  three 
o’clock,  at  which  time  they  halted 
within  about  a  thoufand  yards  of 
the  enemy.  The  enemy  were  in 
appearance,  and  fancied  them- 
felves  exceedingly  ftrongly  poked  $ 
and  would  in  reality  have  been 
found  fo,  had  the  Britifli  com¬ 
mander  made  the  attack  exactly  in 
the  manner  they  wifhed,  and  to 
which  they  had  vainly  directed  all 
their  views  and  expectation.  They 
were  yet  to  be  initruCted  in  one  of 
the  moil  obvious  maxims  of  war¬ 
fare,  that  the  very  caufes  which 
induced  them  to  with  the  attack  to 
be  made  in  a  particular  quarter* 
would,  almoft  to  a  certainty,  pro¬ 
duce  a  contrary  effect,  and  direCt 
its  operation  elfewhere. 

They  were  formed  in  two  di- 
viflons  on  either  fide  of  the  great 
road.  Half  their  regular  forces, 
coniilting  of  two  regiments  of  Ca¬ 
rolina  troops,  under  the  command 
or  Colonel  Eugee,  extended  from 
the  road,  on  their  left,  to  a  wooded 
fwamp  on  their  right,  which  was 
covered  by  houfes  defended  with 
rifle- men.  The  other  divifion  of 
their  regular  troops,  con  fitting  of 
part  of  three  Georgia  battalions, 
under  Colonel  Elbert,  with  the 
road  to  their  right,  were  covered 
on  the  left  by  rice  fwamps;  being 
further  ilrengthened  by  the  fort  of 
Savannah  Bluff  behind  their  left, 

which 
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Which  would  have  operated  in  at¬ 
tack  as  a  fecond  flank.  The  town 
of  Savannah,  en  com  patted  with  the 
remains  of  an  old  line  of  entrench¬ 
ment,  covered  their  rear.  One 
piece  of  cannon  was  planted  at  the 
extremity  of  their  line  on  the  right, 
bne  on  the  left,  and  two  pieces  oc¬ 
cupied  the  traverfe,  acrofs  the  great 
road,  in  the  center  of  their  line. 
About  100  paces  in  front  of  this 
traverfe,  at  a  critical  fpot  between 
two  fwamps,  a  trench  was  cut 
acrofs  the  road,  and  about  100 
yards  in  front  of  the  trench,  a 
marfhy  rivulet  run  almdft  parallel 
the  whole  extent  of  their  front  ; 
and  to  render  the  pattage  ftill  more 
difficult,  they  had  deilroyed  the 
bridge  which  led  over  this  brook. 

Col.  Campbell  foon  difcovered, 
by  the  countenance,  as  well  as  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
equally  wifhed  and  expe&ed  that  he 
fhould  attack  them  on  the  left ;  and 
he  accordingly  omitted  no  means 
that  could  ferve  to  chferifh  that  opi¬ 
nion,  and  continue  its  delufion; 
For  that  purpofe  he  ordered  the  iff 
battalion  of  the  7 ill  to  draw  off 
and  form  on  the  right  of  the  road^ 
and  then  marching  up  to  the  rear 
of  the  light  infantry,  that  corps 
was  drawn  off  Hill  more  to  the 
right,  thereby  increafing  the  jea- 
ioufv  of  the  enemy  for  their  left, 
and  impreffing  a  full  idea,  that  he 
was  in  the  ad:  of  extending  his 
front  to  that  quarter.  The  happieft 
effed  of  this  manoeuvre,  however, 
was,  that  the  light  infantry  had 
thereby  got  into  a  hollow  ground, 
by  which  they  were  totally  covered 
from  the  view  of  the  enemy. 

Fortune,  the  great  friend  to  en- 
terprize  in  war,  and  whofe  favours 
no  prudent  officer  will  ever  deny, 
had  thrown  a  negro  into  the  hands 
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of  the  commander,  whofe  intelli¬ 
gence  he  turned  to  the  happied 
account.  This  man  knew  a  pri¬ 
vate  path  through  the  wooded 
fwamp  on  the  enemy’s  right, 
through  which  he  promifed  to  lead 
the  troops  without  obfervation  or 
difficulty.  To  profit  the  more  ef- 
fedually  of  this  difcovery,  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  the  hollow  way  into 
which  the  light  infantry  had  now 
fallen,  continued  winding  all  round 
the  rear  of  the  army  until  it  joined 
the  morafs  and  wood  in  qtieftion. 
Sir  James  Baird  was  accordingly 
directed  to  purfue  the  courfe  of  the 
valley  with  the  light  infantry,  un¬ 
til  he  arrived  at  the  path  pointed 
out  by  his  guide,  by  which  he 
would  be  enabled  to  turn  the  ene¬ 
my’s  right  flank,  and  by  a  mode¬ 
rate  circuit  to  fall  in  upon  the  rear 
of  that  wing.  The  New-York  vo¬ 
lunteers,  under  Colonel  Turnbull, 
were  ordered  to  fupport  the  light 
infantry. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  move¬ 
ment,  the  artillery  were  formed  ill 
a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and 
concealed  from  the  enemy  by  a 
fwell  of  ground  in  front,  up  which 
it  was  intended  to  run  them,  as 
foon  as  the  fignal  was  made  for 
attiom  From  that  commanding 
ground,  they  could  either  bear  ad- 
vantageoufly  upon  the  right  of  the 
rebel  line,  or  cannonade  any  body 
of  troops  in  Hank,  which  they 
might  detach  into  the  wood  to  re¬ 
tard  the  progrefs  6f  the  light  in* 
fantry*  An  Heffian  regiment  was 
formed  upon  the  left  of  the  artil¬ 
lery. 

During  all  this  time,  totally 
blind  to  their  danger,  the  enemy 
continued  to  amufe  themfelves  with 
their  cannon,  although  a  fingle  fire 
was  not  returned;*  a  circumflance, 
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which,  along  with  the  .ftillnefs  and 
immobility  of  the  Britifh  troops, 
might  have  reasonably  excited  ap- 
prehenfion,  diftruft,  and  watchful- 
fiefs.  At  length.,.  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  convinced  that  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  had  got  effectually  round 
upon  their  rear,  Suddenly  brought 
forward  the  cannon,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  line  to  move  brifkly  on 
to  the  enemy.  The  well-direCted 
Are  of  the  artillery,  the  rapid  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  71ft  regiment,  and 
the  forward  countenance  of  the 
Medians,  fo  overpowered  the  ene¬ 
my,  that  they  inftantly  fell  into 
confuiion,  and  difperfed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  light  in¬ 
fantry  having  arrived  at  the  new 
barracks,  which  were  full  in  the 
way  they  were  making  to  the  rear 
of  the  enemy,  fell  in  unexpectedly 
with  a  body  of  the  militia  of  Geor¬ 
gia,  who  were  there  Rationed  with 
artillery,  to  guard  the  great  road 
from  Ogeeche ;  thefe  were  foon 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  can¬ 
non,  and  as  Sir  James  Baird  was 
in  full  pu'rfuit  of  the  fugitives,  in 
his  way  to  fall  upon  the  main 
body,  the  terrified  and  fcattered 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia 
brigades,  came  running  acrofs  the 
plain  full  in  his  front.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  confuAon  and  rout 
that  now  enfued,  when  the  light 
infantry,  with  the  rapidity  peculiar 
to  that  corps,  threw  themfelves 
in  headlong  upon  the  flanks  of  a 
flying  enemy,  already  fufliciently 
broken  and  eonfufed. 

No  victory  was  ever  more  com¬ 
plete.  38  commiffioned  officers, 
41 5  non -commiffioned  and  privates, 
48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
the  fort  with  its  ammunition  and 
flores,  the  (hipping  in  the  river, 
&  large  quantity  of  proviflons. 


with  the  capital  of  Georgia,  wer<3 
all  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  con¬ 
querors  before  dark.  Neither  the 
glory  of  the  victory,  nor  the  mili¬ 
tary  renown  arifing  from  the  ju¬ 
dicious  meafures,  and  admirable 
manoeuvres  which  led  to  it,  could 
refleft  more  honour  upon  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  than  every  other 
part  of  his  cond>  Ct.  His  triumph 
was  neither  diffained  by  an  unoe- 
ceflary  efl'ufion  of  blood,  nor  de¬ 
graded  by  prelent  or  fubfequent 
cruelty.  The  moderation,  cle¬ 
mency,  and  humanity  of  all  his 
conduCt,  will  be  confldered  (till  the 
more  praife-  worthy,  when  it  is  re- 
coIleCted,  that  he  was  under  the 
immediate  impreffion  of  fuch  pe¬ 
culiar  circumflances  of  irritation 
and  refentment,  as  had  not  been 
experienced  by  any  other  Britiffi 
officer,  who  had  borne  command 
during  the  American  war. 

The  lofs  of  the  Americans  in 
flain  was  very  ffnall,  confldering 
the  nature  of  the  complete  roue 
they  had  undergone.  Only  about 
fourfeore  men  fell  in  the  aCtion  and 
purfuit,  and  about  thirty  more  pe- 
riflied  in  their  attempts  to  efcape 
through  the  fvvamp.  The  conduCi 
of  their  commanders  requires  no 
obfervation.  Every  body  will  fee 
they  knew  nothing  of  their  bufl- 
nefs.  Although  the  fugitives  fled* 
and  confequently  led  the  purfuit, 
through  the  town  of  Savannah,  and 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
then  in  the  ftreets,  yet,  fuch  was 
the  excellent  difcipline  obfervedy 
that  in  that  heat  of  blood,  not  a 
Angle  perfon  fufFered,  who  had  not 
arms  in  his  hands,  and  who  was 
not  befides  in  the  aCt  either  of 
flight  or  refiftance.  The  comman¬ 
der  having  received  fome  inform¬ 
ation,  that  the  fetting  of  the  ca- 
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pital  on  fire,  in  cafe  of  its  lofs, 
had  been  once  a  matter  in  contem¬ 
plation  with  the  enemy,  took  ef¬ 
fectual  meafures  to  guard  againft 
that  defign,  if  ftill  intended.  No 
place  in  ftmilar  circumftances,  ever 
fuffered  fo  little  by  depredation, 
as  the  town  of  Savannah  did  upon 
this  occafion  ;  even  taking  into  the 
account,  that  committed  by  their 
own  negroes  during  the  darknefs 
of  the  approaching  night.  A  flrong 
circumftantial  teftimony,  that  thofe 
enormities,  fo  frequently  attributed 
to  the  licence  of  the  foldiers,  fhould 
with  much  more  juftice  be  charged 
to  the  indefenfible  conduct  of  their 
fuperiors  ;  whether  by  a  previous 
relaxation  of  difeipline,  an  imme¬ 
diate  participation  in  the  guilt,  or 
a  no  lets  culpable  fufferance  of  the 
enormity. 

Through  the  aClivity  and  prompt 
union  of  the  commanders  in  chief 
by  land  and  fea,  and  the  fpirit  and 
diligence  of  their  officers*  General 
Howe,  with  the  broken  remains  of 
his  army,  was  not  only  compelled 
to  retreat  into  South-Carolina,'  but 
notwithibanding  many  impedi¬ 
ments  in  their  way,  and  fome 
wants  not  eafily  remedied,  parti¬ 
cularly  horfes  for  their  artillery, 
they,  within  lefs  than  a  fortnight, 
had  recovered  the  whole  province 
of  Georgia  (excepting  only  the 
town  of  Sunbury)  to  the  Britifli 
government.  In  that  time  they 
had  reftored  tranquillity  every 
where,  afforded  prote&ion  to  ail 
who  remained  in  or  returned  to 
their  houfes,  eftablilhed  fuch  polls 
as  fecured  the  whole  line  of  frontier 
on  the  fide  of  South-Carolina,  and 
formed  the  well-affeCted,  who  came 
in  with  their  rifles  and  horfes,  into 
a  corps  of  light  dragoons. 


In  the  mean  time,  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Prevofl  found  no  fmall  difficulty 
in  bringing  together,  from  their 
fcattered  and  remote  cantonments, 
the  fmall  parties  with  which  he  was 
to  make  an  impreflion  on  the  flde 
of  Florida.  The  getting  forward 
his  artillery,  ftores,  and  proviflons, 
as  the  enemy  were  mailers  of  the 
navigation  in  general,  both  along 
the  coails,  and  on  the  greater  wa¬ 
ters  inland,  was  no  lets  difficult. 
In  thefe  operations,  the  troops  un¬ 
derwent  unufual  hardfhips  and  di- 
ftreftes,  which  they  bore  with  the 
moll  exemplary  fortitude  and  tem¬ 
per  ;  both  officers  and  foldiers  hav¬ 
ing,  been  reduced  to  live  for  feveral 
days  folely  upon  oy tiers,  and  en^ 
during  at  the  fame  time  the  greateft 
heat  and  fatigue,  without  com¬ 
plaint,  defpondency,  or  murmur. 
The  major-general  having  at  length 
brought  forward  a  few  pieces  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  fuddenly  furrounded  the 
town  and  fort  of  Sunbury,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia,  The  garri- 
fon,  conflfling  of  about  200  men, 
made  fome  fhew  of  defence,  and 
gave  the  commander  the  trouble  of 
opening  trenches.  But  although 
they  were  fupponted  by  fome  armed 
veflels  and  gallics,  yet  all  hope  of 
relief  being  now  totally  cut  off  by 
the  reduction  of  the  reft  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  they  found  it  neceffary  to 
furrender  at  diferetion.  This  hap¬ 
pened  juft  at  the  time,  when  Co¬ 
lonel  Campbell,  after  the  fettle- 
ment  of  the  interior  country,  had 
returned  to  Savannah,  and  was 
preparing  to  fet  out  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  for  the  reduction  of  Sunbury, 
T  he  command  devolved  of  courfe 
to  General  Prevoft  on  his  arrival  at 
Savannah. 


[C]  2 


CHAP. 


36]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1773: 


CHAP.  III. 


IJland  of  Dominica  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of  Martini co* 
State  of  the  French  feet  at  Boflcn.  Riot  between  the  French  and  inha¬ 
bitants.  Defperate  riot  between  the  French  and  American  failors,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charleftown.  M.  D’ Eflaing  fails  from  B oft  on  for  the 
Weft  -Indies :  having  firf  iffued  a  declaration  addreffed  to  the  French 
Canadians .  Admiral  Byron’s  feet  driven  off  from  the  coaf  of  New- 
England  by  a  violent  hurricane ,  which  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
departure  of  the  French  fquadron.  Britijh  fleet  detained  at  Rhode-Ifland , 
to  repair  the  damages  JuJlained  in  the  tempefi .  Reinforcement  fent  from 
New -York  to  the  Weft -Indies ,  under  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Hath  am, 
-and  Major-General  Grant:  narrowly  mifs  falling  in  with  the  French 
fleet  :  join  Admiral  Barrington  at  Barbadoes ,  and  proceed  together  to  the 
reduction  of  the  ijland  of  St.  Lucia  :  troops  land ,  take  the  French  pofls  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  :  proceed  to  Morne  Fortune  and 
the  Viergie.  M.  D’ Eflaing  appears  in  flight,  with  a  vaft  fluperiority  both 
of  land  and  marine  force  :  attacks  the  Britiflh  fquadron  in  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  is  bravely  repulfled  by  Admiral  Barrington,  twice  in  the  flame 
day.  French  land  their  troops  in  Choc  Bay  :  attack  General  Meadows 
three  times  in  the  Viergie  ;  are  repulfed  every  time,  and  at  length  defeated 
with  great  lofs.  Great  glory  obtained  by  the  Britiflh  forces ,  both  by  flea 
<and  land,  in  thefle  fever  at  encounters.  M.  D’ Eflaing,  after  ten  days  longer 
flay,  abandons  the  ijland  of  St.  Lucia ,  without  any  farther  attempt  for  its 
recovery .  Yhe  Chevalier  de  Micoud,  with  the  principal  inhabitants, 
capitulate  before  the  French  fleet  is  out  of  fight » 


GEORGIA  was  reduced  in 
the  manner  we  have  feen. 
In  other  refpe&s  little  was  done  ; 
nor  did  the  feafon  permit  much  to 
"be  done  in  other  parts  of  America. 
Whilft  the  war  ftagnated  there,  the 
lofs  of  the  valuable  ifland  of  Do- 
<ninica  in  the  Well -In  dies,  opened 
sl  new  feene  of  action  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  Complaints  and  reprefenta- 
tions  had  been  long  and  repeatedly 
made  by  the  Weft-India  merchants 
and  planters  to  adminiftration,  of 
the  weak  and  expofed  date  of  thofe 
iflands,  which  feemed  to  be  left  to 
the  mercy  of  their  powerful  Eu¬ 
ropean  neighbours,  without  a  mi¬ 
litary  force  for  their  defence,  or 
*  competent  naval  fquadron  for 
1  ,  ' 


their  prote&ion.  Jamaica  had  been 
particular  in  thefe  applications. 
TheimmenfeBritifh  capital  necef- 
farily  lodged  in  that  ifland,  ren¬ 
dered  it  no  lefs  an  object  of  con¬ 
cern  in  this  country,  than  its  great 
domeftic  property  did  to  the  owners 
of  the  foil.  The  great  increafe  of 
troops,  and  the  unufual  military 
preparations  in  the  French  and 
Spanifli  fettlements,  afforded  fufli- 
cient  room  to  juftify  thefe  appre- 
henflons  and  reprefentations. 

This  bufmefs  was  alfo  frequently 
introduced  in  both  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  by  the  oppofition,  who  re¬ 
peatedly  warned  the  minifters  of 
th«  danger  to  which  our 
India  pofleflions  were  ex 
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They  were  generally  anfwered  in 
this  inflance,  as  in  Tome  others,  by 
a  repetition  of  the  well-founded 
confidence  repofed  in  the  pacific 
difpofition  and  good  intentions  of 
our  neighbours.  But  the  fimple 
matter  of  fadl,  undoubtedly  was, 
that  our  military  force  and  provi- 
fion  by  fea  and  land,  were  fo  com¬ 
pletely  fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  the  American  war,  and  the  de¬ 
mands  were  dill  fo  inceflant  and 
urgent,  that  the  fources  of  fupply 
were  conftantly  drained  and  ex- 
haufted,  fothat  other  objedts,  how¬ 
ever  important,  were  of  neceflity 
obliged  to  be  committed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  to  the  blind  difpofition 
of  chance  or  fortune. 

The  ifland  of  Dominica  was  a 
part  of  thofe  compenfations,  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  for 
the  expences  of  a  war,  very  glo¬ 
rious  indeed,  but  very  burthen- 
fome.  To  thefe  expences  and  glo¬ 
ries,  the  whole  of  the  ceffions  was 
not  adequate.  Confidered  inde¬ 
pendently  of  this  comparative  efti- 
mate,  Dominica  was  an  acquifition 
of  no  inconfiderable  importance ; 
and  its  fituation,  lying  between 
Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  and 
within  view  of  each,  would  have 
rendered  it  of  the  utmoft  import¬ 
ance  in  time  of  war.  This  cir- 
cumftance  feems  to  have  been  fo 
well  underftood  by  government, 
that  it  went  to  a  great  and  unufual 
expence  in  fortifying  the  iiland, 
and  the  works  had  been  lately  co¬ 
vered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
fent  for  the  purpofe  from  England ; 
but  the  garrifon,  if  it  could  de- 
ferve  to  be  called  by  that  name, 
was  totally  incompetent  to  the  de¬ 
fence  qf  the  one,  or  to  the  ufe  of 
the  other. 

{^either  the  importance  nor  the 


weaknefs  of  the  ifland,  elcaped  the 
attention  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
Governor  -  general  of  Martinico. 
He  accordingly  landed 
with  about  2000  men, 
under  the  cover  of  fome 
frigates  and  privateers,  about  day¬ 
break  at  Dominica,  and  proceeded 
to  attack  the  different  batteries  and 
forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force 
did  by  fea.  The  handful  of  regu¬ 
lar  troops,  amounting  only  to  about 
a  hundred  men,  together  with  the 
militia  and  inhabitants  in  general, 
did  all  that  could  be  expended 
againft  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force, 
and  under  fuch  circumftances  of 
furprize.  But  the  French  having 
taken  thofe  detached  and  half- 
manned  batteries  which  lay  firft  in 
their  way,  and  advanced  by  noon  to 
attack  the  little  capital  of  Rofeau, 
by  fea  and  land,  which  likewife 
comprehended  the  principal  forti¬ 
fications  of  the  ifland,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Stuart,  with  the  military 
officers  and  council,  feeing  all  de¬ 
fence  fruitlefs,  thought  it  neceflary 
to  fave  the  inhabitants  from  plun¬ 
der  and  ruin, 
capitulation. 

This  was  foon  concluded.  The 
terms  were  the  mofl  moderate  that 
could  be  conceived ;  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  having  nearly  agreed, 
without  difcuffion  or  referve,  to 
every  condition  that  was  propofed 
in  favour  of  the  inhabitants.  Be- 
fides  the  honours  of  war,  and  the 
liberty  of  retaining  their  arms, 
with  the  fulled:  fecurity  to  their 
eftates,  property  of  every  fort, 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities, 
they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  and  religious'governments  in 
all  their  parts,  wifh  all  their  laws, 
cuftoms,  ordinances,  courts,  and 
minifters  of  juftice,  until  the  con- 
[CJ  3  elufion 
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clufton  of  a  peace  ;  and  at  that  pe¬ 
riod,  if  the  ifland  fhould  be  ceded 
to  France,  they  were  to  have  it  in 
choice,  whether  to  adhere  to  their 
own  political  form  of  government, 
or  to  accept  that  eftablifhed  in  the 
French  iflands.  And  in  either 
event,  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
did  not  chufe  to  continue  under  a 
French  government,  were  to  be  at 
liberty  to  fell  all  their  eftates  real 
and  perfonal,  and  to  retire  with 
their  effects  wherever  they  pleafed. 
Other  conditions  of  lefs  import¬ 
ance,  were  equally  favourable  in 
their  degree  to  the  inhabitants ; 
nor  were  they  bound  to  any  duty 
to  the  French  King,  more  than 
What  they  had  owed  to  their  natu¬ 
ral  fovereign.  In  a  word,  a  mere 
change  of  fovereign ty  was  the  only 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  in¬ 
habitant  s. 

How  much  of  the  favour  and 
lenity  of  thefe  conditions  may  be 
attributed  to  the  moderation  and 
humanity  of  the  Marquis  deBouille, 
how  much  to  the  policy  of  induc¬ 
ing  the  lefs  refinance  in  other 
Englifh  iflands,  or  how  much  to 
the  apprehenfion  of  Admiral  Bar¬ 
rington’s  arrival  with  a  fu  peri  or 
naval  force  from  Barbadoes,  are 
queftions  not  to  be  abfolutely  de¬ 
cided  upon.  It  is,  however,  equit¬ 
able,  to  attribute  juft  or  humane 
aflions  to  the  moil  laudable  mo¬ 
tives,  where  the  contrary  does  not 
appear  from  any  ftrong  concurrent 
or  fubfequent  circumftances,  The 
matter  of  fadl  is  certain,  that  the 
fmalleft  diforder  or  pillage  was  not 
permitted,  and  that  the  French 
commander,  in  lieu  of  plunder, 
rewarded  the  foldiers  and  volun¬ 
teers  with  a  confidcrable  gratuity 
la  ready  money, 
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The  French  found  164  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  24  brafs  mortars,  with 
a  conftderable  quantity  of  military 
ftores  and  ammunition  in  the  works. 
The  public  effects,  with  the  Britifti 
veffels  in  the  harbour,  became  a 
prize  to  the  conquerors.  The  ftay 
of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  in  the 
ifland  was  very  fhort ;  buthelefta 
garrifon  of  1500  men  behind  him  ; 
which,  with  the  ftrength  of  the 
works,  and  the  powerful  artillery 
in  their  hands,  have  hitherto  un¬ 
fortunately  fuperfeded  all  attempts 
for  its  recovery. 

Many  circumftances  concurred 
in  rendering  the  lofs  of  this  ifland 
grievous.  The  large  fums  expend¬ 
ed  upon  its  fortifications,  and  the 
numerous  and  weighty  artillery 
fent  out  for  its  defence,  indicated 
a  full  knowledge  of  its  importance 
in  cafe  of  a  war.  Its  fituation,  on 
which  this  importance  depended, 
equally  pointed  out  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  expofed,  and  that  it 
muft  neceffarily  be  the  firft  objedft 
of  the  enemy’s  enterprize  ;  whilft 
its  naked  works  and  valuable  ar¬ 
tillery,  feemed  held  out  as  a  prize, 
to  direct  and  quicken  their  oper¬ 
ations.  To  increafe  the  vexation, 
Rear-Admiral  Barrington,  with 
two  Flips  of  the  line,  and  fome  fri¬ 
gates,  was  lying  at  the  final!  di- 
iiance  of  Barbadoes,  where  he  had 
been  chained  down  for  more  than 
two  months,  waiting  merely  for 
inftru&ions,  which  he  had  been  or¬ 
dered  to  expert  at  that  place,  and 
which,  from  whatever  caufe  or 
misfortune,  were  not  yet  arrived, 
Small  as  this  force  was,  it  would 
have  been  fully  fufficient,  had  time 
and  his  orders  allowed  it,  for  the 
prefervation  of  Dominica,  and  the 
protection  of  the  other  Blands  for 
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the  prefent,  as  the  French  had  not 
a  Tingle  fliip  of  the  line  in  that 
quarter. 

The  defeat  of  intelligence  ac¬ 
companied  that  of  inftrudtions,  or 
orders  how  to  adt.  A  French  do¬ 
cument  executed  at  Paris  on  the 
28th  of  June,  and  publifhed  at 
Martinico  in  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
amounting,  in  effect,  to  a  declar¬ 
ation  of  war  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
afforded  the  firft  information  of 
hoftilities  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
and  to  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
The  lofs  of  two  of  Sir  Peter  Par¬ 
ker’s  frigates,  which  were  taken  by 
the  French  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpa- 
niola,  afforded  a; To  the  firft  means 
of  information  to  that  admiral,  as 
well  as  to  the  government  of  Ja¬ 
maica,  where  he  was  ftationed,  of 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 

As  Toon  as  Admiral  Barrington 
received  intelligence  of  theinvafion 
of  Dominica,  he  difpenfed  with 
the  violation  of  his  orders  in  that 
inftance,  and  proceeded  with  the 
utmoft  difpatch  to  its  intended  re¬ 
lief.  Although  it  was  impoffible 
he  could  prevent  a  conqueft,  which 
was  only  the  work  of  a  Tingle  day, 
the  prefence  of  his  Tmall  fquadron, 
however,  had  the  happy  effedt,  of 
removing  the  panic  which  had 
fpread  through  the  neighbouring 
iilands,  and  of  effectually  curbing 
the  further  enterprizes  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  The  confequences  of  the  lofs 
of  Dominica  were  experienced,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  operations  of  the  enfuing  Wefl- 
India  campaign. 

As  Monf.  D’Eftaing  was  now 
to  bear  a  principal  part  on  the 
Weft-lndia  theatre  of  adtion,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  take  feme  notice  of 
his  fituation  and  proceedings,  from 
the  time  of  our  leaving  him  in  the 


harbour  of  Bofton.  Neither  the 
care  of  the  governing  powers  in 
that  town,  nor  the  ideas  of  benefits 
received,  or  to  be  derived,  from 
the  alliance  with  France,  were 
fufficient,  during  the  ftay  of  the 
French  fleet  in  that  port,  wholly  to 
cure  the  ancient  prejudices  and 
hereditary  animofity  of  the  popu¬ 
lace,  with  refpedt  to  a  nation,  which 
they  had  fo  long  confidered  as  a  ri¬ 
val,  and  fo  frequently  encountered 
as  an  enemy.  The  difference  of 
religion,  language,  and  manners, 
could  not  fail  to  hold  a  confiderable 
ftiare  in  keeping  thefe  animofities 
ftill  alive  ;  although,  fo  far  as  it 
can  be  judged  from  appearances  at 
this  diftance,  the  French  have  ftu- 
died  more  in  their  commerce  with 
the  Americans,  to  evade  the  effedt 
of  thefe  peculiarities,  and  have 
fhevvn  a  greater  deference  to  the 
prejudices,  and  conformity  to  the 
manners  and  opinions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  than  they  perhaps  ever  prac- 
tifed  in  their  connections  with  any 
other  part  of  mankind.  Indeed  a 
mode  of  condudt  diredtly  contrary, 
has  for  many  ages  been  confidered, 
as  one  of  the  ftriking  charadteriftics 
of  that  nation  ;  and  has,  not  un- 
frequently,  been  productive  of  the 
molt  fatal  confequences  to  theim- 
felves,  as  well  as  to  others. 

However  it  was,  a  moft  violent 
affrav,  in  which  numbers  on  both 
ftdes  were  engaged,  and  the  French 
Teem  to  have  been  very  roughly 
treated,  happened  at 
night  in  Bofton,  Some 
of  the  French  were  faid  to  have 
been  killed,  and  feveral  were  cer¬ 
tainly  wounded  ;  among  whom 
were  Tome  officers,  and  one  parti-  ■ 
cularly,  of  confiderable  diftindtion. 
As  both  D’Eltaing  and  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bofton,  were  eaper  to 
[C]  4.  accoro- 
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accommodate  matters  in  fucli  ,  a 
manner,  as  that  no  fting  (hould 
remain  behind  on  either  fide,  a 
great  refer  ye  was  obferved  with 
refpedl  to  the  particulars  of  the 
riot,  as  well  as  of  the  circum- 
ftances  which  led  to  it ;  and  the 
curfory  imperfect  (ketches  that 
were  publifhed,  (hewed  evidently 
that  they  were  not  to  be  relied 
On. 

A  proclamation  was  i(Tued  by 
the  council  of  date  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day,  ftridlly  urging  the 
magiftrates  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
endeavours  for  bringing  the  offen¬ 
ders  tojuftice,  and  offering  a  re¬ 
ward  of  300  dollars,  for  the  dif- 
covery  of  any  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  riot.  And  to  re¬ 
move  the  imprefiion  of  its  ariling 
from  any  popular  animofity  to  the 
French,  the  Bofton  prints  la¬ 
boured  to  fix  it  upon  fome  un¬ 
known  captured  Brkifh  feamen, 
and  deferters  from  Burgoyne’s 
army,  who  had  enlifted  in  their 
privateers,  P’Eftaing  had  the 
addrefs  to  give  into  this  idea,  and 
to  appear  throughly  fatisfied  with 
the  fatisfadtion  he  received.  The 
high  reward  produced  no  manner 
pf  difcovery. 

The  fame  fpirit  operated  jad 
about  the  fame  time,  and  in  the 

fame  manner,  but  much  more 

? 

violent  in  degree,  and  fatal  in 
confequence,  between  the  Ame¬ 
rican  and  French  feamen,  in  the 
city  and  port  of  Charledown, 
South  Carolina,  The  quarrel 
there  began,  as  at  Bofton,  afhore, 
and  at  night,  and  ended  in  the 
laft  extreme  of  hodiiity,  an  open 
fight  with  cannon  and  fmall 
arms ;  the  French  firing  from 
their  (hips,  whither  they  had 
been  haftily  driven  from  the  town. 
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and  the  Americans  from  the  ad¬ 
joining  wharfs  and  (bore.  Seve¬ 
ral  lives  were  acknowledged  to  be 
loft,  and  a  much  greater  number 
were  of  courfe  wounded. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  the  prefident 
and  commander  in  chief  of  that 
colony,  in  the  proclamation  which, 
he  iffued  upon  the  fubjedt,  fufti- 
ciently  points  out  the  caufes  of 
the  quarrel,  by  charging  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
that,  along  with  the  difcovery 
and  profecution  of  the  rioters, 
they  (hould  ufe  every  pofiible 
means  in  their  power  to  prevent, 
for  the  future,  all  indecent,  illi¬ 
beral,  and  national  reflections, 
againft  the  fubjedls  of  their  great 
and  good  ally,  as  tending  to  ex¬ 
cite  refentment  and  ill-will  among 
thofe,  whom,  by  intereft,  treaty, 
and  alliance,  they  were  bound  to 
regard  as  friends,  and  who  were 
particularly  entitled  to  their  fa¬ 
vour  and  affedlion.  In  his  raeffage 
to  the  affembly,  he  alfo  ftrongly 
recommends  the  framing  of  fuch 
regulations,  as  would  effedluaily 
prevent  this  licentioufnefs,  whe¬ 
ther  in  words  or  in  adtipns :  and 
that  body  con  fidered  the  matter  to 
be  of  fo  feripus  a  nature,  that 
they  appointed  a  committee  to  re- 
vife  the  laws  relative  to  feamen  in 
that  port,  and  to  confider  of  ef¬ 
fectual  means  for  preventing  and 
fupprefting  riots  in  the  town.  A 
reward  of  a  thoufand  pounds  was 
offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
particular  perfons,  who  had  fired 
fome  guns,  which  were  fatal  in 
their  effedt,  from  one  of  the 
wharfs.-  We  have  not  heard  that 
this  great  reward  produced  any 
difcovery. 

As  the  northern  Colonies,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  province  of  Mafia- 

chufetts* 
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ehufetts,  do  not  produce  wheat  in 
any  proportion  at  all  equal  to 
their  own  consumption,  and  that 
through  the  continual  Ioffes  and 
dangers  which  their  Supplies  from 
the  Southern  experienced  in  their 
paffage,  together  with  Some  local 
caufes,  provifions  of  all  Sorts  had 
for  Some  time  been  So  unufually 
Scarce  and  dear  in  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  as  near¬ 
ly  to  threaten  a  famine,  it  was 
generally  expected,  and  undoubt¬ 
ed  apprehended  by  him  Self,  that 
D’Ellaing  would  have  encounter- 
edly  great  difficulties,  if  not  adual 
diftreis,  from  the  impradicability 
of  victualling,  and  the  doubt  even 
of  fubfifting,  his  fleet  at  that  port. 
He  was,  however,  relieved  from 
thefe  difficulties  and  apprehenfions 
by  a  fmgular  fortune.  The  New 
England  cruizers  happened  at 
that  very  period  to  take  fuch  a 
number  of  provifion  veffels  on 
their  way  from  Europe  to  New 
York,  as  not  only  abundantly 
fupplied  the  wants  of  the  French 
fleet,  but  furnifhed  fuch  an  over¬ 
plus,  as  was  fufficient  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  the  markets  at  Boflon, 
to  fomething  about  their  ufual 
modetate  flate.  This  fortunate 
fupply  was  a  matter  of  great  tri¬ 
umph  to  that  people. 

,y  r  ,  Thus  was  D’Eftaing. 

enabled  to  quit  Bofton, 
and  to  profecute  his  defigns  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  with  a  fleet  tho¬ 
roughly  repaired,  clean,  well  vic¬ 
tualled,  and  his  forces  in  full 
health  and  vigour.  And  thus  it 
may  be  faid,  without  any  extraor¬ 
dinary  flretch  of  licence,  that  to 
all  appearance,  a  royal  fleet  owed 
its  prefervation,  at  lead:  in  a  very 
great  degree,  to  the  induftry  and 
fortune  of  a  few  privateers. 

Previous  to  his  departure,  D’Ef- 
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taing  had  publifhed  a  declaration, 
which  was  to  be  difperfed  among 
the  French  Canadians,  and  was 
addrefted  to  them  in  the  name  of 
their  antient  mafter,  the  French 
King.  The  deflgn  of  this  piece, 
and  an  objed  which  was  much 
laboured  in  it,  was  to  recall  the 
affedion  to  their  antient  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  revive  all  the  nati¬ 
onal  attachments  of  that  people, 
thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an 
invafion  either  from  France  or 
America,  and  to  raife  their  ex¬ 
pedition  and  hope,  to  no  diftant 
change  of  mailers.  F'or  thefe 
purpofes  they  were  applied  to  and 
called  upon,  by  all  the  endearing 
and  flattering  ties  of  country, 
blood,  language,  common  laws, 
cuftoms,  religion,  by  their  former 
friend fhips,  antient  glory  and  fel- 
lowfhip  in  arms,  and  even  by 
their  common  participation  in  the 
dangers  and  misfortunes  of  the 
laft  war.  To  touch  the  vanity  of 
a  people  exceedingly  prone  to  it, 
they  were  flattered  by  reminding 
them,  of  thofe  peculiar  military 
honours,  diftindions,  and  royal 
decorations,  which  would  have 
been  the  glorious  rewards  of  their 
prowefs  in  the  French  fervice  ; 
from  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
debarred,  and  which  were  held 
fo  dear  by  all  their  countrymen. 
They  were  taught  to  con  fid  er  the 
French  and  Americans  as  equally 
friends,  and  almoft  as  one  peo¬ 
ple  ;  whofe  invafion  of  Canada, 
whether  jointly  or  feparately,  in- 
ltead  of  conveying  hoftility  or 
defolation  to  them,  would  be  un¬ 
dertaken  only  to  free  them  from 
the  yoke  of  foreigners,  dwelling  in 
another  hem ifphere;  a  people  differ¬ 
ing  wholly  from  them,  in  religion, 
manners,  in  language,  and  every 
thing;  whofe  jealous  and  defpotic 
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government,  would  fooner  or  la¬ 
ter  treat  them  as  a  conquered  peo¬ 
ple,  and  undoubtedly  much  worfe, 
than  thev  had  done  their  own  late 
countrymen  the  Americans,  to 
whom  they  owed  their  former 
victories.  Their  future  condi¬ 
tion,  in  the  event  of  this  pro- 
pofed  emancipation  from  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  was 
left  almoft  entirely  in  the  dark ; 
although  fome  faint  and  didant 
allufion  was  held  out,  to  a  iimilar 
irate  of  freedom  with  that  poffeff- 
ed  by  the  Briiidi  Colonies.  This 
was  a  tender  and  jealous  fubjedt, 
and  the  French  commander 
thought  it  prudent  to  leave  it 
involved  in  obfcurity.  He  Teem¬ 
ed  not  altogether  authorized  to 
give  up  the  idea,  of  the  reftora- 
tion  of  Canada  to  the  dominion  of 
France  ;  but  he  was  aware,  that 
an  avowal  of  thofe  fentiments, 
might  have  been  yet  imprudent 
with  .refpedt  to  that  people,  and 
would  have  been  difgufting  and 
alarming  in  the  highed  degree  to 
the  Americans.  Fie,  however, 
affured  the  Canadians,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  King,  that 
all  his  former  fubje&s,  wholhould 
relinquifh  their  dependence  on 
Great  Britain,  might  depend  on 
his  fupport  and  protedlion. 

Admiral  Byron  had  arrived  at 
New  York  from  Hallifax  in  the 
middle  of  September  ;  but  fo 
much  had  his  fquadron  buffered  in 
their  unfortunate  voyage  from 
England,  that  although  the  great¬ 
er  part  of  them  had  arrived  long 
before  him  at  that  port,  yet  it  was 
a  full  month  before  he  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  fail  again,  in  order  to  ob- 
ferve  M.  de  Eftaing’s  motions, 
'i’he  fame  unfortunate  difpofition 
of  the  weather,  which  had  alrea¬ 


dy  produced  fuch  unhappy  effe£b, 
feemed  dill  to  perfecute  that  com¬ 
mander.  He  had  fcarcely  ap¬ 
peared  before  Bodon,  when  he 
was  driven  off  the  coad  by  a  vio¬ 
lent  hurricane,  in  which  the  fhips 
again  buffered  fo  much,  that  they 
were  glad  to  get  into  fhelter  at 
Rhode  Idand.  This  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  D’Edaing,  which 
he  immediately  embraced,  of 
quitting  Bodon  ;  whild  the  da¬ 
mage  now  fudalned,  together  with 
the  continuance  of  bad  weather, 
again  cramped  the  operations  of 
the  Britidi  fquadron  in  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  it  was  not  until  the 
14th  of  December,  that  Admiral 
Byron  was  able  to  fet  out  in  pur- 
fuit  of  him  to  the  Wed  Indies. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  date 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  mode  of 
conaufting  it,  were  now  greatly 
altered  from  what  they  had  been 
at  former  periods,  and  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  fenfible, 
that  no  effential  fervice  could  be 
undertaken  by  the  army  at  New 
York  during  the  winter,  and  be¬ 
ing  alfo  apprehenfive  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  to  which  our  Wed  India 
idands  were  expofed,  determined 
upon  fending  fuch  a  force  to  that 
quarter,  as  would  be  at  once  e- 
qual  to  the  protection  of  our 
friends,  and  to  the  annoyance  of 
the  enemy.  He  accordingly  dis¬ 
patched  feveral  regiments  of  thofe 
veteran,  and  perhaps  unequalled 
troops,  who  had  fo  long  braved 
every  variety  of  climate  and  dan¬ 
ger  in  America,  to  encounter  a- 
long  with  a  new  enemy,  all  the 
rage  of  the  tropical  funs  in  the 
Wed  Indies.  This  detachment, 
confiding  of  about  5,000  men, 
was  placed  under  the  command  of 
Major  General  Grant  5  and  the 
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tranfports,  amounting  to  fixty, 
were  convoyed  by  Commodore 
Hotham,  with  five  men  of  war, 
a  bomb-veffel,  and  feme  frigates. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  they 
failed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the 
very  day  that  D’Ellaing  departed 
from  Boflon,  and  that  the  two 
fleets  were  very  near  each  other, 
both  fleering  the  fame  courfe,  and 
in  parallel  lines,  during  fome 
part  of  the  paffage,  without  any 
knowledge,  on  either  fide,  of  their 
relative  fituation.  A  violent  gale 
of  wind,  in  which  both  fleets 
were  equally  involved,  and  the 
French  greatly  difperfed,  proba¬ 
bly  faved  the  Britifh  convoy  from 
the  danger  of  encountering  fo 
unequal  a  force.  Commodore 
Hotham  had  the  fortune  and  abi¬ 
lity,  to  keep  his  fleet,  which  was 
fo  much  more  numerous,  whole 
and  together  during  that  ftorm  ; 
to  get  the  Hart  of  D’Eflaing  ;  and 
to  arrive  without  the  fmallefl:  lofs 

,  at  Barbadoes :  where 
uec.  10th  i  .  •  j  A,  •  , 
he  joined  Admiral 

Barrington,  before  Mr.  Byron  had 

been  able  to  depart  from  Rhode 

Ifland. 

An  expedition,  without  fufFering 
the  troops  to  land,  was  immedi¬ 
ately  undertaken  from  Barbadoes, 
for  the  reduction  of  the  ifland  of 
St.  Lucia  ;  an  adventure  attended 
with  great  and  unforefeen  peril  ; 
but  which,  in  the  ifiue,  was  pro¬ 
ductive  of  no  lefs  glory  to  the 
commanders  and  forces  both  by 
fea  and  land,  and  of  the  greatefl 
advantage  in  all  the  enfuing  ope¬ 
rations  of  war.  The  referve  of 
the  army,  confifling  of  the  5th 
regiment,  with  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry  of  the  whole,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Meadows,  were  landed  at  the 


grand  Cul  de  Sac,  in  the  ifland 
of  St.  Lucia,  on  the  13th,  in  the 
evening.  That  officer,  with  his 
detachment,  immediately  pufhed 
forward  to  the  heights  upon  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay,  which  were 
occupied  by  the  Chevalier  de  Mi- 
coud,  the  French  commandant, 
with  the  regular  forces  and  militia 
of  the  ifland.  Thefe  polls,  al¬ 
though  very  difficult  of  accefs,  he 
foon  forced  ;  having  taken  in  the 
conflict,  a  field-piece  with  which 
the  enemy  fired  upon  the  boats 
that  were  conveying  the  troops  to 
the  fhore,  and  a  four  gun  battery, 
which  greatly  annoyed  the  fhip- 
ping  at  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour. 

While  this  was  doing.  Brigadier 
General  Prefcot  had  landed  with 
five  regiments,  with  which  he 
guarded  the  environs  of  the  bay, 
and  at  the  fame  time  pufhed  on 
his  advanced  pods,  fo  as  to  pre- 
ferve  a  communication  during  the 
night  with  the  referve.  As  foon 
as  the  morning  appeared,  the  re¬ 
ferve,  followed  and  fupported  by* 
General  Prefcot,  advanced  to  the 
little  capital  of  Morne  Fortune,  of 
which  they  took  pofleffion.  The 
Chevalier  de  Micoud  made  the 
beft  defence  he  was  able  ;  but 
was  compelled  by  the  fuperiority 
of  force  to  retire  from  one  poll  to 
another,  as  the  Britifh  troops  flill 
prefled  forward.  As  the  referve 
advanced.  General  Prefcot  took 
pofleffion  of  the  batteries  and  pods 
in  their  rear  ;  and  with  an  unex¬ 
ampled  degree  of  caution  and  in- 
dultry,  in  a  contefl  with  fo  weak 
an  enemy,  was  indefatigable  in 
immediately  fupplying  them  with 
artillery-officers,  and  men,  efla- 
blifhing  communications  and  polls 
for  their  fupport,  and  putting 
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them  in  the  beft  date  of  immedi¬ 
ate  defence,  which  the  fliortnefs 
©f  the  time  could  poffibly  admit, 

Whilft  thefe  meafures  of  fecu- 
rity  were  carrying  into  execution. 
General  Meadows  pufhed  forward 
under  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun, 
and  took  poffefllon  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  poll  of  the  Viergie,  which 
Commanded  the  north  fide  of  the 
Careenage  Harbour ;  and  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Sir  Henry  Calder, 
with  the  four  remaining  batta*. 
lions,  guarded  the  landing  place, 
kept  up  the  communication  with 
the  fleet,  and  fent  detachments 
to  occupy  feveral  pofts  upon  the 
mountains,  which  looked  down 
upon  and  commanded  the  louth 
Side  of  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac, 
A  meafure  which  foon  after  con¬ 
tributed  not  a  little  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  fleet  and  army,  from 
a  danger  then  totally  unknown. 

Celerity  in  execution,  and  pru* 
dence  in  Securing  and  immediate¬ 
ly  turning  to  account  every  advan¬ 
tage  obtained  in  war,  were  never 
more  neceflary,  nor  ever  more  emi¬ 
nently  difplayed,  than  upon  this 
occafion.  It  affords  an  ufeful  lef- 
fon  in  a  ftriking  inftance,  that 
nothing  fhould  ever  be  committed 
to  chance  in  warfare,  which  any 
induftry  could  fecure  from  fo 
doubtful  a  deciflon.  The  force 
tinder  the  Chevalier  de  Micoud 
did  not  feem  to  demand  much 
jealoufy  or  caution;  and  no  other 
enemy  was  apprehended  ;  yet 
every  meafure  of  fecurity  was 
pradifed,  which  the  prefence  of 
a  powerful,  and  even  fuperior  foe, 
could  have  induced.  The  event 
proved  the  vvifdom  of  the  con- 
dud. 

The  laft  French  flag,  on  thofe 
psfts  which  w ere  in  flght  among 


the  neighbouringhills,  was  fcarce- 
ly  ftruck,  when  M.  D’Eftaing, 
with  a  prodigious  force,  appeared 
in  view  of  the  fleet  and  army, 
Befides  his  original  fquadron  ©f 
twelve  fail  of  the  line,  and  thofe 
fliips  of  great  force  and  weight 
of  metal,  he  was  now  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  numerous  fleet  of  fri¬ 
gates,  privateers  and  tranfports, 
with  a  land  force,  eftimated  at 
9,000  men.  Of  the  latter,  he 
had  brought  no  inconflderable 
part  on  board  his  fhips  from 
France  ;  the  reft  were  compofed 
of  regulars  and  volunteers  from 
the  different  French  iflands,  who, 
as  well  as  the  tranfports  and 
cruizers,  had  been  colleded  in 
readinefs  to  join  him  at  Marti- 
nico,  being  intended  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  reduction  of  theGranades, 
and  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincents ; 
but  with  the  farther  view,  and  no 
doubtful  expectation,  of  com¬ 
pletely  fweeping  all  the  Britifli 
leeward  fettlements.  In  his  way, 
on  that  expedition,  M.  D’Eftaing 
received  intelligence  of  the  at¬ 
tack  on  St.  Lucia  ;  a  circumftance 
which  he  confldered  as  the  moft 
fortunate  that  could  have  hap¬ 
pened,  it  feeming  to  afford  the 
means  of  throwing  the  whole  Bri- 
tifti  force  by  fea  and  land,  an 
eafy  prey,  into  his  hands.  It 
mu  ft  be  acknowledged,  that  if  he 
had  arrived  24  hours  fooner,  it 
feems,  in  all  human  probability, 
that  this  muft  have  been  the  ine¬ 
vitable  event.  As  it  was,  the 
day  being  far  advanced,  D’Ef¬ 
taing  deferred  his  operations  un¬ 
til  the  enfuing  morning. 

It  will  be  neceflary  here  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  fcene  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  of  the  fltuation  of  the 
Britifli  forces ;  not  considering  the 
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Shipping  as  they  lay  at  the  unex¬ 
pected  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet ;  but  in  that  ftate  in  which 
the  unremicced  labour  and  indultry 
of  a  night  had  placed  them,  in 
order  to  withftand  fo  vaft  a  fuperi- 
ority  of  force  on  the  following 
day.  The  fleet  were  in  the  moll 
fouthern  inlet,  called  by  the 
French  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac, 
the  tranfports  filling  the  interior 
part  of  the  bay,  and  the  lhips  of 
war  drawn  up  in  a  line  acrofs  the 
entrance;  and  that  was  ftill  far¬ 
ther  fecured,  by  a  battery  on  the 
fouthern,  and  another  on  the 
northern  oppoflte  points  of  land. 
The  Careenage  Bay,  which  led 
up  towards  Morne  Fortune,  lay 
between  two  and  three  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  Grand  Cul 
de  Sac  ;  and  the  Peninfula  of  the 
Viergie,  occupied  by  General 
Meadows,  formed  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Careenage,  and 
covered  its  entrance  on  that  fide. 
Ch  oc  Bay,  and  Grofs  Iflet  Bay, 
lay  ftill  farther  north. 

Admiral  Barrington  had  intend¬ 
ed,  upon  General  Meadows  tak¬ 
ing  pofleflion  of  the  Viergie,  to 
have  removed  the  tranfports  into 
the  Careenage  Bay,  as  a  place  of 
much  greater  fecurity  than  the 
Cul  de  Sac  ;  but  was  prevented 
by  the  fudden  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet.  The  Cul  de  Sac 
being  thus  confidered  as  a  mere 
temporary  lodging,  the  idea  of  an 
immediate  removal  prevalent,  and 
no  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy  en¬ 
tertained,  it  will  be  eafily  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  night  called  forth 
all  the  powers  and  induflry  of  that 
able  officer,  in  getting  the  tranf¬ 
ports  warped  into  the  bottom  of 
the  bay,  to  be  as  remote  from 
danger  as  poffible,  and  the  fhips 
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of  war  brought  into  their  refpec- 
tive  ftations,  fo  as  to  form  a  line 
effectually  to  cover  its  entrance. 
His  force  conflfted  only  of  his 
own  fhip  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of 
74  guns,  the  Boyne  of  70,  St. 
Albans,  and  Nonfuch,  of  64,  the 
Centurion  and  Ifis,  of  50  each, 
and  three  frigates.  Such  was  the 
weak  fquadron,  with  which  the 
admiral,  with  the  mofl  determin¬ 
ed  countenance  and  refolution, 
waited  the  encounter  of  fo  vafl  a 
fuperiority  of  force.  His  own  fhip, 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  took  th« 
poll  of  honour  and  danger,  on 
the  outward  and  leeward  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  line  ;  the  Ifis,  fup- 
ported  by  the  frigates,  who  flank¬ 
ed  the  paflage  between  her  and 
the  fhore,  was  flationed  in  the  op¬ 
posite  and  interior  angle  to  wind¬ 
ward. 

However  odd  it  may  appear,  it 
feems  as  if  the  Count  D’Eftaine 
was  not  yet  fenflble,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  forces  had  extended  their 
operations  fo  far,  as  to  have  taken 
pofleflion  of  the  Viergie,  and  o- 
ther  polls  adjoining  to  the  Caree¬ 
nage  ;  for  under  this  apparent  de- 
lufion,  his  firfl  motion  in  the 
morning,  was  to  Hand  in  with  his 
whole  fleet  of  fhips  of  war  and  tranf¬ 
ports  for  that  bay.  But  a  well 
direfted  fire,  which  his  own  fhip 
the  Languedoc  received  from  one 
of  thole  batteries  that  had  fo  late¬ 
ly  changed  mailers,  foon  con¬ 
vinced  him  of  his  miflake.  The 
French  were  apparently  much  dif- 
concerted  at  this  unlooked  for 
circumftance  ;  and  not  only  im¬ 
mediately  bore  away,  but  feemed 
for  a  time  totally  at  a  lofs  how  to 
aft.  At  length,  after  much  evi¬ 
dent  hefitation,  the  admiral  bore 
down  with  ten  fail  of  the  line  up- 

en 
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on  the  Britifh  fquadron.  A  warm 
conflict  enfued  ;  but  they  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  fuch  gallantry  by  the 
admiral  and  commanders,  and 
fuch  coolnefs,  reiolution  and  firm- 
nefs,  by  their  brave  officers  and 
men,  who  were  alfo  well  fupport- 
ed  by  the  batteries  from  the  ffiore, 
that  they  were  repulfed,  and 
found  it  neceffiary  to  draw  off. 

Time  being  now  taken  for 
fomewhat  of  a  new  difpofition, 
D’Eftaing  renewed  the  attack  at 
four  in  the  afternoon,  with  twelve 
fail  of  the  line.  He  now  diredted 
his  efforts  more  to  the  right,  from 
the  leeward  point  of  the  Britiih 
line  to  its  center,  by  which  the 
Prince  of  Wales  underwent  rather 
more  than  a  due  proportion  of  the 
weight  of  the  aCtion.  This  at¬ 
tack  was  better  fupported,  and 
longer  continued  than  the  firft. 
The  French  cannonade  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  heavy,  and  its  whole 
weight  concentrated  within  a  nar¬ 
rower  direction  than  before  ;  but 
neither  the  change  of  pofition, 
nor  the  additional  force,  were  ca*> 
pable  of  rendering  this  effort  more 
fuccefsful  than  the  former.  After 
a  long  and  warm  engagement, 
the  French  fleet  fell  into  evident 
confuflon  and  diforder,  and  re¬ 
tired  from  adtion  with  apparent 
lofs,  without  their  having  been  a- 
ble  to  make  the  fmalleit  effective 
impreffion  on  the  Britiih  line. 

No  naval  engagement,  however 
great  in  its  extent,  or  decifive  in 
its  conferences,  could  afford 
more  glory,  than  the  Britiih  ad¬ 
miral,  and  his  brave  affbciates, 
derived  from  thefe  two  adtion  $. 
tw  rfi-h  On  the  following  day, 

1  1  M.  D’Eftaing  feemed 

to  Ihevtr  a  difpofitien  to  hazard  a 
third  attack;  but  after  feveral 
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motions  ftrongly  indicating  that 
defign,  it  was  at  length  evidently 
abandoned,  and  the  whole  fleet 
plied  up  to  windward,  and  an¬ 
chored  in  the  evening  oft'  Grofs 
Met,  about  two  leagues  to  the 
northward. 

That  night  and  the  following 
morning  were  fpent  by  the  French 
commander,  in  landing  his  troops 
in  Choc  Bay,  which  lay  between 
Grofs  Met  and  the  Careenage* 
That  time  was  alfo  employed  by 
the  Britiih  Admiral  in  preparing 
for  every  poffible  future  event; 
in  warping  the  ihips  of  war  far¬ 
ther  within  the  bay,  thereby  to 
render  the  line  more  compadt  and 
firm,  and  in  conftructing  new  bat¬ 
teries  on  thofe  points  of  land 
which  covered  the  entrance.  The 
clofe  connection,  equal  participa¬ 
tion  of  danger  and  fervice,  witll 
the  mutunl  dependance,  now  fub- 
ftfting  between  the  land  and  naval 
departments,  united  the  whole  fo 
clofely,  that  they  feemed  to  form 
but  one  folid  and  compadt  body ; 
and  . this  being  farther  cemented 
and  confirmed  by  that  admirable 
harmony  which  prevailed  between 
the  commanders  and  officers  on 
both  tides,  ferved  altogether,  to 
fpread  fo  high  a  degree  of  confi¬ 
dence,  hope,  and  fpirit,  through 
the  army  and  fleet,  that  they  to¬ 
tally  forgot  the  vaft  fuperiority  of 
the  enemy,  the  precarioufnefs  and 
danger  of  their  own  fituation,  and 
feemed  infenfible  to  fuch  continual 
duty,  fatigue,  and  hardfhips,  as 
would,  in  other  circumltances* 
have  appeared  intolerable. 

The  country  which  was  now 
the  fcene  of  adtion,  being  among 
the  moil  difficult  and  impractica¬ 
ble,  whether  with  refpedt  to  its 
face,  or  to  the  climate,  in  which 
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it  would  Teem  that  war  could  in 
any  manner  be  conducted,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  defcribe,  and  it  is  ftill 
harder  clearly  to  comprehend,  the 
complicated  iituation  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  polls.  The  country  prefented 
no  regular  face,  but  a  broken 
and  confufed  congeries  of  fteep 
and  abrupt  hills,  Icattered  among 
greater  mountains,  every  where 
interfered  by  narrow  winding 
vallies,  deep  defiles,  and  difficult 
gullies.  General  Grant,  with  the 
bulk  of  the  forces,  confining  of 
the  brigades  of  Prefcot  and  Cal- 
der,  occupied  all  the  ftrong-holds 
among  the  hills  on  either  fide  of 
the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac  ;  and  com¬ 
manded  by  feveral  detached  polls, 
the  ground  that  extended  from 
thence  to  the  Careenage,  which 
lay  at  about  two  miles  difiance. 
A  battery  on  their  fide,  and  at 
the  fouth  point  of  the  Caree¬ 
nage,  with  another  on  the  op- 
polite  point  of  the  Viergie,  de¬ 
fended  the  entrance  into  that 
bay,  and,  as  v/c  have  feen,  check¬ 
ed  the  attempt  of  the  French  fleet 
in  their  defign  to  attain  that  ob- 
jedl.  The  brigades  were  alfo 
poflefied  of  two  other  batteries, 
near  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  where 
it  narrows  into,  or  is  joined  by  a 
creek,  which  palling  Morne  For¬ 
tune,  cuts  the  country  for  fome 
way  farther  up.  Thefe  batteries 
were  covered  in  front  by  the 
creek,  and  commanded,  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  the  land  ap¬ 
proaches  to  the  Viergie. 

Thus,  General  Meadows,  who 
with  the  referve,  was  ftationed, 
and  it  may  be  faid,  Shut  up,  in 
that  peninfula,  was  by  difiance 
and  fituation,  as  well  as  that  de¬ 
cided  fuperiority,  which  the  num¬ 
bers  of  the  enemy  enabled  them 
to  maintain,  in  all  the  parts  of 
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whatever  fervice  they  undertook, 
totally  cut  oft'  from  the  fupport  of 
the  main  body,  any  farther  than 
what  might  be  derived  from  thole 
batteries  we  have  mentioned.  He 
was  indeed  in  poftefficn  of  very 
ftrong  ground,  buc  there  were 
circumftances  to  counterballance 
that  advantage.  A  retreat,  how¬ 
ever  prefted  or  overpowered  hd 
might  be,  was  impoffible  ;  and 
the  very  circumftance  of  fituation 
which  afforded  ftrength  to  the 
peninfula  in  one  refpedl,  render¬ 
ed  it  liable  to  danger  in  another, 
as  he  was  expofed  to  a  landing 
and  attack  from  the  fea  in  the 
rear,  at  the  very  inftant  that  he 
might  have  been  defperately  en¬ 
gaged,  or  perhaps  overborne,  in 
the  front.  But  he  was  obeyed  by 
men,  who  might  have  infpired 
confidence  in  a  commander  much 
more  difpofed  to  defpondency. 
For  although  they  amounted  only 
to  about  1300  in  number,  they 
were  compofed,  befides  a  veteran 
regiment,  of  a  part  of  thofe  brave 
and  hardy  light  troops,  who  had 
borne  fo  diftinguifhed  a  fhare,  in 
all  the  moll  active  and  dangerous 
fervice  of  the  American  war. 

Upon  the  whole,  with  troops 
of  another  call  and  chnracler, 
even  without  fuppofing  them  to 
be  by  any  means  contemptible, 
the  fituation,  notwithftanding  its 
advantages,  would  have  been 
found  more  than  perilous.  The 
critical  fituation  of  the  fleet  and 
army,  with  the  vaft  importance  of 
that  poll,  and  of  the  Careenage, 
which  depended  on  it,  cut  oft', 
however,  every  imputation  of 
ralhnefs,  from  whatever  hazard 
might  be  encountered  in  their  pre¬ 
servation. 

The  effefl  of  thofe  jud  i  clous 
pofitions  which  had  been  taken  by 
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the  Britifh  troops  on  their  firih 
landing,  became  now  fully  evi¬ 
dent  to  both  armies.  Nor  was 
the  chagrin  and  difappointment  of 
the  French  greater,  upon  the 
failure  of  their  attempt  to  gain 
the  Careenage  Bay,  than  it  was 
after  their  landing,  when  they 
difcovered  that  Sir  Henry  Cal- 
der’s  brigade  were  in  poffeflion  of 
the  mountains  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  For 
the  bombarding  of  the  Britifh 
Beet,  from  thofe  heights,  which 
fo  effectually  commanded  that 
bay,  was  the  Brft  great  objeCt  in 
view  in  their  landing ;  which, 
from  the  Itrong  pofidons  taken  by 
that  brigade,  was  now  totally  unat¬ 
tainable,  at  any  lefs  price,  than 
that  of  a  general  engagement  by 
fea  and  land  ;  an  iffue  to  which 
the  French  were  not  yet  at  all  dif- 
pofed  to  bring  matters. 

Upon  a  full  view  and  confidera- 
tion  of  thofe  circum  fiances  which 
we  have  Bated,  as  well  as  of  others, 
the  French  commanders  deter¬ 
mined  to  direct  their  iirft  effort  fe- 
parately  againft  General  Meadows, 
and  to  attack  the  peninfula,  at  the 
fame  time,  by  land  and  fea.  For 
Q  ,  the  firft  of  thefe  purpofes, 
1  tl%  about  5,000  of  their  belt 
troops  were  drawn  out,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  in  three  columns  to  attack 
the  Britifh  lines,  which  were  drawn 
acrofs  the  iithmus  that  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent.  That 
on  the  right  was  led  by  the  Count 
JD’Eftaing,  the  centre  by  M.  de 
Lovendahl,  and  the  left  column, 
by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  go¬ 
vernor  of  Martinique.  The  re- 
mainder  of  their  troops  were  kept 
di fen  gaged,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  Prefect’s  brigade,  and  to  check 


any  attempt  they  might  make  far 
fuccour  General  Meadows. 

On  the  near  approach  of  the 
columns,  they  were  enfiladed  with 
great  effeCi,  by  thofe  batteries 
which  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
on  the  fouth  of  the  bay.  But 
notwithftanding  this  impediment, 
they  rufhed  on  to  the  charge,  with 
all  that  impetuofity  which  is  cha- 
raCleriflic  of  their  nation.  They 
were  received  with  a  coolnefs,  ftea- 
dinefs,  and  immoveable  firmnefs^ 
which  even  exceeded  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  thofe,  who  were  molt 
verfed  in  the  temper  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  their  enemy.  The  French 
troops  were  fuffered  to  advance  fd 
clofe  to  the  entrenchments,  with¬ 
out  oppofition,  that  the  Britifh 
frontline  fired  but  once,  and  then 
received  the  enemy  on  the  bayonets 
That  fire,  had  of  courfe,  a  dread¬ 
ful  effeCt;  but  the  French,  not- 
withflanding,  fupported  the  con¬ 
flict  with  great  refolution,  and 
fuffered  extremely  before  they  were 
entirely  repulfed.  It  is  faid,  that 
feventy  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
within  the  entrenchment  on  the 
Brit  onfet. 

As  loon  as  they  had  recovered 
their  breath  and  order,  they  re¬ 
newed  the  attack  with  the  fame  ea- 
gernefs  and  impetuofity  as  before  \ 
and  were  again  encountered,  with 
the  fame  determined  refolution  and 
inflexible  obflinacy.  Although 
they  had  fuffered  feverely  in  thefe 
two  attacks,  they  again  rallied, 
and  returned  to  the  charge  the 
third  time.  But  the  affair  was 
now  foon  decided.  They  were 
totally  broken,  and  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire  in  the  utmofi  diforder  and 
confufion,  leaving  their  dead  and 
wounded  in  the  power  of  the  vic¬ 
tors* 
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tors.  They  were,  however,  in 
confequence  of  an  agreement  en¬ 
tered  into,  almoft  immediately 
after,  permitted  to  bury  the  one, 
and  to  carry  off  the  other;  M.  de 
Eitaing  having  rendered  himfelf 
accountable  for  the  wounded  as 
prifoners  of  war. 

The  diverfion  attempted  by  fea 
produced  fo  little  effeft,  as  not  to 
deferve  any  particular  notice.  No¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  difpofitions 
made  upon  this  occafion  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Meadows;  nor  furpafs  his 
conduct  in  any  of  its  parts.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  beginning  of 
the  a&ion  ;  but  could  neither  be 
perfuaded  by  his  furgeons  to  quit 
the  field,  nor  to  admit  of  their 
affiftance  in  it,  until  the  affair 
was  decided.  It  would  be  need- 
lefs  to  make  any  obfervation  upon 
the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and 
troops.  Where  all  were  brave, 
little  notice  could  be  taken  of  in¬ 
dividuals.  Major  Harris,  who 
commanded  the  grenadiers,  and 
Major  Sir  James  Murray,  at  the 
head  of  the  light  infantry,  had, 
from  their  commands,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  being  more  particularly 
difling ui filed.  It  would  feem  upon 
the  whole,  as  if  there  had  been  a 
jealous  emulation  in  danger  and 
glory  between  the  land  and  the 
naval  departments,  and  that  For¬ 
tune  had  taken  care  to  fhare  the 
palm  fo  equally,  that  the  contefl 
fhould  flill  remain  undecided. 

The  lofs  fuflained  by  the  French, 
exceeded  any  thing  that  could 
have  been  fuppofed  or  appre¬ 
hended;  whether  from  the  num¬ 
bers  engaged,  or  from  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  adlion.  No  lefs  than 
400  men  were  killed  upon  the 
l'pot ;  500  were  fo  defperately 

wounded  as  to  be  rendered  im* 
Vol.  XXII. 


capable  of  fervice  ;  and  600  more 
were  flightly  wounded  ;  the  whole 
amounting  to  a  number  confi- 
derably  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
enemy  whom  they  had  encoun¬ 
tered.  The  lofs  of  the  victors, 
was  comparatively  as  fmall,  as  that 
on  the  fide  of  the  vanquifhed  was 
great,  and  beyond  ufual  example  5 
and  it  cannot  but  excite  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  although  a  good  many 
were  Wounded,  not  a  fingle  Britifli 
officer  fhould  have  loft  his  life  in 
fuch  an  action. 

M.  D’Eitaing  continued,  in  a 
date  of  Teeming  irrefolution,  for 
ten  days  longer  on  the  ifland,  with¬ 
out  forming  any  apparent  plan  for 
its  recovery,  or  making  the  fmal- 
left  farther  attempt  by  fea  or  land, 
notwithftanding  the  valt  fuperi-o- 
rity  of  his  marine  force ;  which 
was  hourly  increafed  (if  fuch  may 
be  confidered  as  an  aid)  by  the 
number  of  French  and  American 
privateers,  which  flocked  from  all 
quarters,  to  partake  of  the  fpoil* 
if  not  of  the  glory  of  the  enter- 
prize.  He,  however;  at  length, 
found  himfelf  jeduced  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  relinqoifhing  a  eonteft, 
which  had  proved  fo  exceedingly 
barren  both  of  profit  and  honour. 
He  accordingly  embarked  his 
troops  on  the  night  of  the  28th, 
and  on  the  following  day,  aban¬ 
doned  the  ifland  to  its  defliny* 
As  if  it  were  to  crown  the  climax 
of  his  mortifications,  he  was  not 
yet  out  of  fight;  when  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Micoud,  with  the  prin¬ 
cipal  inhabitants,  offered  to  capi¬ 
tulate  ;  and  although  they  were 
now  totally  deferted,  and  left 
folely  at  the  mercy  of  the  victors, 
very  favourable  conditions  were 
granted  to  them, 
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State  of  public  affairs  during  the  recefs  of  parliament .  Addrefs  and  petition 
from  the  city  of  London.  Militia  embodied.  Camps  formed.  Admiral 
Keppel  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  grand  feet  for  the  home  fervice , 
Peculiar  fituation  of  that  commander.  Fleet  fails  from  St.  He  liens, 
Licorne,  French  frigate ,  ft  opt  and  detained.  Blameable  conduct  of  the 
Captain ,  in  firing  unexpectedly  into  the  America  man  of  war.  Defperate 
engagement  between  the  Arethufa ,  and  the  Belle  Ponte ,  frigates.  French 
fchooner ,  bravely  taken  by  the  Alert  cutter.  Another  French  frigate  falls 
in  with  the  fleet ;  and  is,  with  the  Licorne  and  fchooner ,  brought  to 
England.  Fleet  returns  to  Portfmouth  for  a  reinforcement .  Rewards 
and  bounty  of  the  French  King ,  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Belle  Poule , 
Admiral  Keppel  fails  again  from  Portfmouth.  Falls  in  with  the  French 
fleet  under  the  Count  d'  Or  villi  ers  ;  and  after  a  chace  of  five  days,  brings 
them  at  length  to  action.  Account  of  the  engagement  on  the  27th  of  July. 
View  of  thofe  circumflances  which  were  Juppofed  to  have  prevented  that 
adiion  from  being  deeijive.  French  fleet  eficape  in  the  night,  and  return 
to  Brefi.  Prudent  and  temperate  conduit  obferved  by  the  Admiral.  Re¬ 
turns  to  Plymouth  to  refit .  Proceeds  again  to  flea,  but  cannot  meet  the 
French  fleet. 

FROM  tliefe  feenesof  diftant 
hoftility,  it  is  time  we  fnould 
direft  our  attention  nearer  home, 
and  take  a  view  of  thofe  imme¬ 
diate  meafures  purfued  by  Great 
Britain,  to  extricate  herfelf  from 
the  difficulties  of  that  new,  lin¬ 
gular,  and  perilous  fituation,  in 
which  {he  had  fo  unfortunately 
been  involved.  A  fituation,  in¬ 
deed,  more  fingular  and  perilous, 
could  fcarcely  be  traced  in  hiftory. 

Weakened  and  diftra&ed  by  a 
domdlic  conteft,  which  equally 
con  fumed  her  ftrength  and  re- 
fources ;  in  which  victory  was  at¬ 
tended  with  confequences,  that 
were  always  of  equivocal  advan¬ 
tage,  and  defeats  produced  the 
whole  of  their  natural  effe&s ; 
while  the  balance  of  fortune  in 
that  iingle  conteft  was  yet  fo 
doubtful,  that  the  inability  of  re¬ 
ducing  her  revolted  colonies,  was 
1 


held  out  as  an  ofienfiale  and  fuf- 
iicient  caufe  for  confiderinp-  and 

O 

treating  them  as  independent  and 
fove  reign  ilates;  in  the  mid  ft  of 
this  critical  druggie,  we  fee  Great 
Britain  fuddeniy  involved  in  a  new, 
and  much  more  dangerous  war, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  old  ; 
we  behold  her  engaged  with  her 
antient  rival  and  hereditary  enemy  ; 
with  one  of  the  moft  mighty  and 
moft  warlike  powers  in  Europe, 
rendered  ftill  more  dangerous  by 
his  vicinity  ;  and  in  this  double 
warfare  with  old  friends  and  old 
enemies,  not  only  bereaved  of  her 
natural  ftrength,  but  a  great  part 
of  it  turned  againft  her,  {he  is 
left  alone  to  endure  the  unequal 
combat,  abandoned  by  all  man¬ 
kind,  and  without  even  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  a  friend,  or  the  name  of 
an  ally  in  the  world. 


Such 
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Such  was  the  unfortunate  fltua- 

tion,  fuch  the  calamitous  picture, 

which  Great  Britain  exhibited  in 

the  year  1778.  So  aweful  a  cri- 

fis ;  fo  perilous  a  Hate  of  public 

affairs;  demanded  thofe  fupreme 

degrees  of  vvifdom  in  counfel*  and 

of  efficacy  in  adlion,  which  are  fo 

feldom  united  with  each  other, 

and  which  are  Hill  more  rarelv 

united  with  true  patriotifm.  If 

fuch  lituations  are  fometimes  bleH 

% 

with  the  extraordinary  good  for¬ 
tune,  of  calling  forth  great  talents 
from  inertnefs  or  obfcuritv,  it  much 
more  frequently  happens  that  they 
produce  a  totally  contrary  effedf. 
For  the  vaHnefs  of  the  occafion  is 
too  liable-to  dazzle,  to  bewilder, 
and  to  confound,  that  ufeful  me¬ 
diocrity  of  talents  and  abilities* 
which,  however  unequal  to  the  fi- 
tuation,  is  exceedingly  well  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  common  conduft  and 
purpofes  of  mankind. 

However  it  was,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  caufes  it  proceeded,  whether 
from  a  fluctuation  or  difcordance 
of  opinions,  difagreement  in  tem¬ 
per  and  views  among  the  miniflers, 
whether  from  the  want  of  any  pre¬ 
vious  or  eflablifhed  fyflem,  or  that 
the  flattering  ideas  of  fome  partial 
or  general  accommodation.  Hill  in¬ 
terfered  with  and  counteracted  all 
Other  modes  of  proceeding,  fo  it 
was,  that  fome  appearance  of  ir- 
refolution  and  indecifion,  which 
at  that  critical  period  prevailed  in 
the  counfcls  and  meafures  of  Groat 
Britain,  was  fo  palpable,  as  nei¬ 
ther  to  efcape  the  obferv«tions  of 
friends  or  of  ehemies.  Notwith- 
Handing  repeated  caufes  of  alarm, 
wefeemed  to  betaken  by  furprize. 
The  language  of  the  coujc,  as 
foon  as  it  could  collect  itfdf,  was 
l’ufliciently  firm*  and  feemed  in- 


fpired  by  a  fpirit  of  vigour  fuited 
to  an  occafion  which  called  for 
efforts  cf  an  extraordinary  kind. 
It  was  rather  even  the  tone  of  in¬ 
dignation  and  vengeance,  than 
mere  confiancy  and  refolution. 
But  this  fpirit  very  foon  evapo¬ 
rated  ;  and  nothing  was  talked  of 
in  a  war  of  conqueH  and  vengeance 
but  felf-defence. 

The  enemies  of  miniHry  Were 
loud  on  this  occafion.  They  faid, 
that  by  this  timid  plan,  neither 
fuited  to  the  emergency,  nor  to 
the  language  held  upon  it*  the 
opportunity  was  loH,  by  fome  Hid¬ 
den,  great,  and  flgnal  blow,  o t 
reviving  our  antient  name  and 
character  ;  and  of  infpiring  that 
reverence  to  our  national  vigour 
and  military  prowefs,  which  it  was 
fo  necefiary  for  us  to  Maintain  and 
eflablifh  with  other  nations,  whe¬ 
ther  friendly  or  inimical,  at  the 
outlet  of  fuch  a  war. 

It  was  fuppofed,  that  a  double 
fcheme  of  partial  accommodation* 
the  one  part  avowed,  and  the  other 
fecret,  and  founded  upon  fyflems 
diredlly  oppofite,  was  about  that 
period  prevalent,  and  had  no  fmall 
fhare  in  influencing  the  condu£l  of 
public  affairs.  The  firfl  part  of 
this  fcheme  was  founded  on  the 
idea  of  detaching  America,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Commit 
flor.ers,  from  the  alliance  with 
France.  Nothing  could  pofiihly 
have  been  more  elfential  to  the 
interefls,  the  reputation,  and  to 
the  grandeur  of  Great  Britain, 
than  the  fuccefs  of  this  meafure, 
France  would  then  have  been ‘left 
to  encounter  all  her  force  alone, 
which,  if  properly  directed,  file 
was  yet  by  no  means  capable  of  en¬ 
during. 

[D]  2  The 
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The  event  of  that  part  of  the 
fcheme  vve  have  already  feen.  The 
fecond,  was  that  of  detaching 
France  from  America  5.  and  con- 
fequently  leaving  the  latter  ex- 
pofed  to  that  refentment,  which 
in  the  other  indance,  would  have 
been  directed  a  gain  ft  the  firlt.  Al- 
though  this  part  of  the  fcheme, 
even  fuppofing  it  capable  of  fuc- 
cefs,  could  not  Hand  in  any  de¬ 
gree  of  re'ai  comparative  value 
with  the  former,  yet  it  held  out 
certain  flattering  ideas,  which 
might  even  render  it,  in  fome 
degree,  a  favourite.  For  the  de¬ 
reliction  of  America  by  France, 
would  have  left  the  former  open, 
and  now  totally  hopefefs,  to  that 
complete  and  final  fubjugafion,  or 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  which 
had  fo  long  been  the  great  objeCl 
of  court  and  miniders.  But  this 
fcheme  feemed  from  the  beginning 
hopelefs,  though  it  fora  while  en¬ 
tertained  the  imaginations  of  many. 
Great  Britain  had  no  bribe  of  fuf- 
licient  magnitude  to  parch  afe  from 
France  this  derelidiion  of  her  ob¬ 
ject.  If  fuch  could  have  been  of¬ 
fered,  and  offered  with  effeCt,  it 
mud  have  been  before  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  treaty  :  but  the  treaty 
was  concluded. 

Every  part  of  the  conduCt  of 
France  from  the  commencement 
of  the  American  troubles,  either 
tended  direClly,  or  but  ill  difguifed 
her  defign,  to  bring  matters  to  the 
prefent  crifis.  To  the  period  of 
that  treaty,  however,  her  policy 
lay  open  to  the  influence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  and  her  conduCl  was, 
*nd  undoubtedly  would  have  been 
in  any  cafe,  governed  by  them. 
But  when  once  (he  had  taken  the 
decided  and  dangerous  part,  of 
publicly  avowing  her  fentiments 
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and  views,  and  of  openly  binding 
herfelf  in  the  face  of  the  world  to 
the  performance  and  fupport  of 
thofe  treaties  which  fhe  had  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  Americans,,  it  was 
then  not  only  evident  that  fhe  had 
gone  too  far  to  recede,  but  that  fhe 
had’  alfo  chofen  her  ground,  and 
was  fully  difpofed  and  determined 
to  abide  the  confequences.  So  that 
every  hope  founded  upon  her  change 
of  fiyftem,  feemed  little  better  than 
vifionary. 

There  were  fome  flrong  indi- 
cations,  that  a  third,  and  more 
com prefyen five  fcheme  of  pacifica¬ 
tion  than  either  of  the  foregoing* 
was  at  one  time  in  agitation.  This 
was  no  lefs,  than  the  concluiion  of 
an  immediate  peace  and  alliance 
with  the  Colonies,  under  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  that  independ¬ 
ence,  which  it  was  laid  down  as 
a  principle,  they  had  already  vir¬ 
tually  and  irretrieveably  obtained* 
and  thereby  cutting  off  at  one 
ftroke,  every  caufe  of  war,  and 
of  difpute  with  America.  In  that 
cafe,  if  a  plan  of  prudence,  not 
very  glorious,  had  been  purfued, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  quarrel 
both  with  America  and  France. 
If  the  reduction  and  punifhment 
of  France  was  the  objebl,  the  war 
againft  her  might  be  purfued  with 
undiffipated  force.  On  the  very 
day  of  the  delivery  of  the  French 
refcript,  a  paper  to  that  purpofe, 
written  by  an  old  and  flrong  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  American  war,  was 
delivered  at  the  doors  of  the  two 
Houfes. 

If  this  fcheme  ever  had  any 
fabdantial  being  in  the  miniftry, 
it  was,  however,  but  of  Ihort  du¬ 
ration;  and  was  fo  far  from  being 
brought  forward,  or  any  more 
heard  of  in  that  quarter,  that  when 
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proportions  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
were  foon  after  made  by  the  op- 
pofition  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  ltrongly  fupported,  on 
the  ground  both  of  expedience  and 
neceffity,  they  were  violently  op- 
pofed,  and  accordingly  over-ruled 
{as  we  have  formerly  feen)  by  the 
minifters. 

To  fome  fuch  variety  of  opinions, 
with  refpedl  to  the  means  of  ac¬ 
commodation,  the  grand  queftions 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  mode 
of  profecuting  the  latter,  may  pro¬ 
bably  be  attributed  thofe  ap¬ 
pearances  of  flu&uation,  and  in- 
decifion,  which,  at  that  period, 
were  fo  ltrongly  and  repeatedly 
charged,  as  the  characleriftic  marks 
of  our  counfels  and  meafures.  And 
to  fuch  caufes  muft  be  attributed, 
the  reception  of  the  report,  of  a 
reproach  faid  to  be  thrown  out  by 
the  French  minilter,  at  the  moment 
of  his  departure  from  London, 
viz.  That  the  Britifh  counfels 
“  were  fo  totally  undetermined  and 
“  indecihve,  in  every  matter,  whe- 
41  ther  of  public  or  private  con- 
6‘  cern,  that  he  never  could  get  a 

pofitive  anfwer  from  the  mi- 
44  nifhers,  upon  any  bufinefs,  whe- 
“  ther  of  fmall,  or  of  the  highelt 
“  importance.55 


March  nth  °n  the  Very  day 
3  *  that  the  French  re- 

I77°*  fcript  had  been,  de¬ 
livered  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
an  addrefs  and  petition  from  the 
City  of  London,  praying  for  the 
adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as  would 
moll  forward  the  reparation  of  in¬ 
ternal  peace,  tend  to  refcue  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  from  unwife  and  im¬ 
provident  management,  and  ob¬ 
tain,  improve,  and  fecure,  the  re¬ 
turning  confidence  of  the  people, 
was  prefented  to  his  H  Fell y.  This 
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piece,  which  was  of  unufual  length, 
and  a  mafterly  compofition  in 
point  of  writing,  contained,  in 
the  molt  qualified  language,  and 
the  moll  guarded  and  refpedlful 
terms,  a  feries  of  the  feverell  ob- 
fervations  and  cenfures,  on  (what 
they  termed)  thofe  fatal  counfels, 
and  that  conduct  of  public  affairs 
and  meafures,  which  equally  mif- 
leading  and  deceiving  the  Prince 
and  the  people,  led  to  the  prefent 
dangerous  and  unhappy  crilis. 
Along  with  a  recapitulation  of 
the  Ioffes,  misfortunes,  and  dif- 
graces  of  the  war,  with  a  Itriking 
picture  of  the  various  calamities 
and  miferies,  which  they  attri¬ 
bute  to  that  public  conduct  they  fo 
ltrongly  condemn,  they  by  no 
means  forget  to  take  notice,  how 
repeatedly  they  had  deprecated, 
and  how  truly  foreboded,  in  their 
former  applications  to  the  throne, 
(and  in  concurrence  with  the  fenfe 
of  many  other  refpeftable  public 
bodies,  and  of  many  of  the  wifeft 
and  belt  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedts) 
the  prefent  evils  and  dangers,  as 
well  as  thofe  greater  to  which  the 
nation  is  Itiil  liable,  as  the  inevi¬ 
table  confequences  of  the  mea¬ 
fures  which  were  purfued  ;  neither 
did  they  pafs  without  notice  the 
inefficacy  of  their  former  applica¬ 
tions,  and  the  anfvvers  which  had 
been  given  to  their  addrelfes  and 
remonflrances  upon  public  affairs. 

Among  other  political  obferva- 
tions,  all  implying  or  charging 
neglect  or  mifcondudl  on  the  fide 
of  government,  they  particularly 
noticed  in  the  prefent  inltance, 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of 
our  having  formed  any  alliance 
with  any  of  the  other  great  powers 
of  Europe,  in  order  to  cover  us 
from  the  complicated  perils  fo  ma- 
[D]  3  nifeitly 
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yiifeilly  imminent  over  this  nation, 
at  a  time  when  there  was  but  too 
much  reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
alliances  of  the  moil:  dangerous 
kind  were  formed  ao-ainft  us. 

O 

The  anfwer,  which  was  longer 
than  ufual,  feemed  alfo  to  indicate 
a  greater  attention,  both  to  the 
i'ubjed  of  the  addrefs,  and  to  the 
body  whofe  ad  it  was,  than  had 
been  always  manifefted  upon  fl- 
milar  occasions.  It  comprehended 
in  fubftance,  that,  although  it  could 
not  be  allowed,  that  the  force  and 
refources  of  the  date,  had  been  un- 
wifely  and  improvidently  exerted, 
when  the  objed  was  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  that  conditutional  fu- 
bordination  which  ought  to  prevail 
through  its  feveral  parts ;  yet,  the 
calamities  infeparable  from  a  date 
of  war  had  been  condantly  la¬ 
mented;  and,  an  affurance  was 
given,  that  his  Majedy  would  R-.od 
earnedly  give  all  the  efficacy  in  his 
power,  to  thofe  rneafures  which 
the  legidature  had  adopted,  for 
the  purpofe  of  redoring,  by  a 
bappy  and  permanent  conciliation, 
all  the  bleffings  and  advantages  of 
peace. 


Whatever  hopes  or  motives  ope¬ 
rated  towards  a  temporizing  con- 
dud  on  the  fide  of  England,  it 
was  foon  perceivable,  that  no  fimi- 
lar  caufes  influenced  that  of  France, 
No  fooner  was  the  account  con¬ 
veyed  with  unufual  difpatch  to  that 
court,  of  the  immediate  effeds, 
which  tL^  delivery  of  the  refeript 
from  theur  minider  feemed  to  have 
produced  in  London,  than  orders 

Mir^h  1 8th.  were  inftantly  iffued 
ror  the  leizure  of  all 
thofe  Briti fh  veflels,  which  were 


found  in  any  of  the  French  ports. 
This  example  was  followed  by  a 
flmilar  order  in  Great  Britain, 


But  thefe  rneafures.  produced  no 
great  effed  on  the  one  fide  or  the 
other,  as  there  were  few  fhips  in 
the  ports  of  either. 

The  order  for  the  feizure  of  the 
Britifh  veflels,  was  in  three  days 
followed  by  another  meafure  ftiil 
more  deciflve,  and  which  feemed 
as  if  it  were  intended  by  France, 
to  affix  fuch  a  feal  to  her  late  de¬ 
claration,  as  would  not  only  con¬ 
vince  her  new  allies  of  her  flnee- 
rity,  but  put  it  out  of  her  own 
power  to  retrad  from  her  engage¬ 
ments  with  them.  This  was  the 
public  audience  and  reception  given 
to  the  three  American  deputies, 
Dr.  Franklyn,  Silas  Deane,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  as  ambaffadors  from 
the  United  States,  by  the  French 
monarch.  The  deputies  were  « 
introduced  by  M.  de  Vergen-  21 
nes,  and  received  by  the  King, 
with  the  ufual  formalities  and  ce¬ 
remonials,  which  the  etiquette  of 
courts  has  eftablifhed  on  the  in- 
trodudion  of  miniflers  from  fove- 
reign  ftates.  A  great  and  ftriking 
event,  as  any  ■which  has  been  known 
in  the  latter  ages.  Nothing  could 
be  deflred  more  mortifying  to  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain, 

Certain  appearances  were,  how¬ 
ever,  liili  to  be  preferved  by  France 
as  well  as  by  England  ;  and  the 
King’s  ordinance,  affording  new 
and  extraordinary  advantages  to 
the  captors  of  prizes,  as  an  en¬ 
couragement  and  fpur  to  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  the  marine  fervice,  al¬ 
though  it  was  figned  on  the  28th 
of  March,  was  kept  dormant, 
without  publication  or  effed,  until 
the  beginning  of  July. 

To  complete  the  defenfive  plan, 
which  was  declared  to  be  only  pre¬ 
liminary  to  one  more  effedual,  to 
be  taken  up  in  due  time,  in  Eng- 
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land  the  militia  were  immediately  nifters,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  with 
called  out  and  embodied,  upon  the  having  entertained  the  King  with 
riftng  of  parliament;  and  being  the  vain  pageantry  of  a  na*  al  re¬ 
joined  by  the  regular  forces,  the  view,  and  having  for  this  p..rpofe 
numbers  of  the  one  being  appor-  kept  the  navy  from  more  rational 
tioned  in  fome  degree  to  that  of  fervice  in  America,  in  order  to  im- 
the  other,  camps  were  formed  at  pofe  on  the  fovereign,  and  to  file 


Winchefler,  Salifbury,  St.  Ed- 
mund’sbury  in  Suffolk,  Warley 
Common  in  Effex,  and  Coxheath 
in  Kent.  But  the  eyes  and  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  were 
turned,  as  ufual,  towards  that  na¬ 
val  force,  which  had  fo  long  been 
the  objedt  of  its  pride  and  hope. 

This  hope  and  confidence  were 
ftill  farther  increafed,  by  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  diflinguifhed,  and 
exceedingly  popular  admiral,  in  the 
highelf  elieem  with  his  own  profef- 
lion,  as  weli  as  the  public,  to  the 
command  of,  what  was  called,  the 
grand  fleet  at  Portfmouth.  It  hap¬ 
pened,  however,  molt .  unhappily, 
that  at  this  critical  feafon  of  national 
danger,  our  navy  was  not  altogether 
capable  of  fupporting  the  expecta¬ 
tions  which  were  formed.  Some 
time  elapfed  before  any  conflder- 
able  force  could  be  got  together. 

We  have  for  fome  years  paft 
feen,  that  complaints  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  and  enquiries  into  the  flate 
of  the  navy,  have  been  repeatedly 
introduced  and  propofed  in  parlia* 
ment;  that  diredt  charges  as  to 
points  of  fact,  of  the  urmoft  im¬ 
portance,  have  been  frequently 
made  and  ftrongly  fupported  ;  that 
thele  charges  have  been  no  lefs 
ftrongly  and  confidently  denied  ; 
and  that  all  propofitions,  which 
led  to  any  diredt  and  effectual  in- 
veiligation  of  the  fubjedt,  have  been 
uniformly  rejedted  by  prodigious 
majorities,  as  improper  and  im¬ 
politic  in  their  own  nature. 

The  minority  charged  the  mi- 


from  his  eyes  their  negledi  of  ids 
moll  effential  forces.  Such  means  of 
gratifying  royal  or  popular  curiofity 
in  the  fair  weather  of  peace,  may 
well  ferve  to  hide  defects,  and  to 
conceal  weaknefs ;  but  the  rough 
feafon  and  fearehing  hand  of  war, 
will  foon  tear  off  the  painted  co- 
vering,  and  expofe  the  deception. 

Admiral  Keppel  was  deihned  to 
the  command  of  that  fleet,  to 
which  was  committed  the  defence 
of  this  ifland,  the  protection  of 
the  homeward  bound  trade,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  and 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  in  the 
adjoining  feas  He  arrived  at 
Portfmouth  to  take  upon  him  the 
command,  in  a  few  days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  French  refeript. 
It  now  appears,  from  evidence 
which  cannot  be  controverted,  and 
which  nothing  lefs  than  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  events  that  followed 
could  have  brought  forward,  that 
he  found  matters  in  a  very  different 
flate,  as  well  from  the  opinion 
which  had  been  generally  circu¬ 
lated,  as  from  what  he  had  him- 
felf  been  taught  to  expect.  He 
afferted  on  his  trial,  and  it  was 
not  contradicted,  that  inflead  of  a 
ftrong  and  well  appointed  fleet, 
capable  of  undertaking  the  great 
objedts  ot  fervice  laid  before  him, 
he  then  difeovered  to  his  aftonifh- 
ment,  that  there  were  only  fix 
fail  of  the  line,  which  were  in  any 
degree  of  condition  for  immediate 
fervice ;  and  that  the  paucity  or 
condition  of  men  or  fhips  was  not 
££>]  4  more 
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more  alarming,  than  the  deficiency  expreffed  by  an  eminent  member 
of  all  kinds  of  naval  {lores  was  la-  of  parliament,  “  that  all  defcrip- 
mentabte.  The  miniflers  have  ((  tions  of  men  feemed  pleafed 
fin ce  afTerted,  that  there  were  many  “  with  the  choice,  and  to  feel 


fhips  in  condition,  and  fufficient 
to  form  a  flrong  fquadron  ;  but 
they  were  at  that  time  difperfed 
on  various  fervices  ;  and  could  not 
be  collected  together  fo  foon  as 
they  wifhed,  though  early  enough 
for  ufe.  Whatever  merit  might 
have  been  in  this  matter,  the  ad¬ 
miral,  accommodating  himfelf  to 
the  aCtual  Hate  of  affairs,  and  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  time,  aCted 
with  fuch  prudence,  caution,  and 
difcretion,  as  fully  prevented  that 
increafe  of  the  public  alarm  and 
apprehenflon,  which  a  dif play  of 
thefe  circumftances  mud  neceffarily 
have  occafioned.  Without  noife, 
and  without  complaint,  he  urged 
his  priyate  applications  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  with  fuch  affiduity  and  ef¬ 
fect,  that  a  new  fpirit,  and  unufual 
degree  of  vigour,  were  fuddenly 
feen  to  pervade  the  naval  depart¬ 
ment  ;  and  fuch  indullry  was  ufed 
|n  preparation,  that  by  the  middle 
of  Tune,  he  was  enabled  to  take 
the  feas,  with  a  fleet  of  twenty 
fail  of  the  line,  and  a  promife  of 
fpeedy  and  effectual  reinforcement. 

In  this  anxious  fituation  of  af¬ 
fairs,  and  in  fuch  imperfect  pre¬ 
paration,  great  reliance  was  placed 
by  the  public,  in  the  acknow¬ 
ledged  naval  abilities  and  {kill  of 
a  commander,  the  fettled  fame  of 
whole  cool  and  determined  cou¬ 
rage,  might  make  him  dare  to  be 
prudent.  He  had  been  concerned 
in  many  of  the  moil  fplendid  fer¬ 
vices  of  the  late  war,  and  flood 
particularly  high  in  the  eflima- 
tion  of  Lord  Anfon  and  Lord 
Hawke,  In  the  navy  he  was  in  a 
manner  adored.  It  was  firongly 
3 


“  their  own  fecurity  included  in 
“  his  appointment. 5> 

However  flattering  thefe  cir- 
cumflances  might  be,  his  taking 
fuch  a  command,  was  not  without 
its  difficulties,  and  afforded  much 
room  for  ferious  reflection.  It  is 
indeed  highly  flattering  to,  and 
one  of  thofe  meeds  of  virtue  and 
ability,  which  perhaps  affords  the 
rnoft  poignant  gratification,  that 
however  they  may  be  negleCted 
and  laid  by,  in  the  halcyon  days 
of  quiet  and  fecurity,  they  muff 
be  fought  to  with  reverence,  and 
called  into  aCtion  with  honour,  in 
the  feafons  of  trouble  and  peril. 
But  the  Admiral  had,  upon  this 
occaflon,  a  great  deal  to  rifque, 
and  he  expeCted  nothing.  His 
circumftances  were  not  fuch  as  to 
prompt  him  to  feek  for  new  perils, 
and  his  time  of  life,  and  ffate  of 
health,  naturally  led  to  a  defire  of 
eafe,  rather  than  to  the  fatigues, 
hardfhips,  and  difficulties,  not  only 
of  an  aCtive  employment,  but  of  a 
moff  critical  fervice.  The  welL 
earned  glory  acquired  in  forty  years 
fervice,  was  now  to  be  flaked  upon 
a  Angle  caft,  and  could  receive  no 
great  addition  from  winning.  And 
it  could  not  be  without  much  re¬ 
luctance,  that  a  fituation  in  life, 
which  it  would  be  fo  extremely 
difficult  in  any  refpeCt  to  have 
mended,  ihould  be  committed  to 
any  new  hazard.  This  is,  with 
few  additions,  his  own  natural 
and  afleCting  way  of  bating  his 
fituation. 

His  political  fituation  increafed 
all  thefe  difficulties,  and  evidently 
rendered  themeafufe  extremely  ha* 

?ardou§? 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [57 


zardous.  Every  officer  who  has 
ever  been  entrufted  with  a  great 
and  important  command  mult  ex¬ 
perimentally  know,  how  much  his 
fuccefs  and  his  fame  depends,  upon 
the  fupport  which  he  has  at  home. 
In  this  fupport  is  to  be  included, 
the  countenance  of  thofe  minifters, 
who  are  in  effect  his  employers,  as 
well  as  the  meafure  of  fupply 
which  they  mete  out  for  the  fup¬ 
port  of  his  fervice.  Oppofitionin 
parliament,  and  a  difference  of  opi¬ 
nion  in  political  matters,  have,  in 
former  times  as  well  as  the  prefent, 
been  alledged  as  a  caufeof  the  op- 
preffion  of  officers  in  military  com¬ 
mands.  “  I  go  to  ferve  againft 

your  enemies,”  faid  Villars  to 
Louis  the  XIVth,  “  but  I  leave 
“  mine  in  your  clofet.”  Minifters, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  apt  to  ac- 
cufe  them  of  failure  in  duty,  on 
account  of  difaffedtion  to  the  power 
of  perfons  whom  they  hate.  It 
is  however  certain,  that  in  the 
latter  cafe,  this  mifcondudl  can  fel- 
dom  happen,  without  being  very 
evident  to  the  difcerning  eyes  of 
their  own  profeffion.  But  in  the 
former,  the  character  of  a  com¬ 
mander  may  be  whifpered  away, 
without  any  diredl  charge  being 
laid  againft  his  condudl,  or  any 
avowed  cenfure  from  thofe,  under 
whofe  aufpices  and  inftrudlions  he 
had  acled. 

In  confequence,  however,  of  a 
royal  meffage,  which  came  through 
the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
Admiral  Keppel  attended  in  the 
clofet,  to  receive  the  commands  of 
his  fovereign.  And  although  (to 
ufe  his  own  expreffions  upon  his 
trial)  his  forty  years  endeavours 
were  not  marked  by  the  poffeffion 
of  any  one  favour  from  the  crown, 
except  that  of  its  confidence  in 


time  of  danger,  he  could  not  think 
it  right  to  decline  the  fervice  of  his 
country.  And  this  the  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  the  nation  was  repre- 
fented  to  him,  by  thofe,  who  had 
a  right  to  be  the  beft  acquainted 
with  its  condition,  to  be  in  no 
very  fecure  ftate.  In  that,  and 
other  fubfequent  royal  audiences, 
he  delivered  his  opinions  with  that 
plainnefs  and  opennefs,  which  were 
equally  fuited  to  his  natural,  and 
incidental  to  his  profeffional  cha¬ 
racter.  He  particularly  took  the 
freedom  of  obferving,  that  he 
ferved  in  obedience  to  his  Ma^ 
jefty’s  commands  ;  that  he  was 
unacquainted  with  his  minifters,  as 
minifters ;  and  that  he  took  the 
command  as  it  was,  without  making 
any  difficulty,  and  without  afking 
a  lingle  favour  ;  trufting  only  to 
his  Majefty’s  good  intentions,  and 
to  his  gracious  fupport  and  pro*- 
tedlion. 

Nor  were  appearances  lefs  fa¬ 
vourable  on  the  fide  of  the  mi¬ 
nifters.  The  bufinefs  had  been 
fixteen  months  in  contemplation, 
the  firft  propofal  having  been  made 
in  confequence  of  the  alarming 
afpeft  which  the  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs  exhibited,  in  the  month  of 
November  1776  ;  the  notice  of  his 
appointment,  upon  the  deciftve 
part  at  length  taken  by  France, 
was  conveyed  to  the  admiral, 
through  the  chief  minifter  of  the 
marine,  with  every  appearance  of 
concurrence  and  approbation  ;  and 
the  bearer  of  this  meffage,  who 
feemed  to  feel  no  fmali  degree  of 
pleafure  in  the  employment,  (al¬ 
though  he  afterwards  became  his 
accufer)  was  his  particular  friend 
and  intimate  acquaintance  of  very 
long  ftanding.  This  gentleman, 
who  was  vice  admiral  of  the  blue. 
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and  likewife  a  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  was  to  ferve  in  Mr.'Kep- 
pel’s  fleet,  as  third  in  command. 
It  would  be  needlefs  to  dwell  upon 
,the  well-founded  fatisfa&ion  and 
confidence,  which  the  affiftance  of 
officers,  Handing  in  fuch  a  degree 
of  intimacy  and  friendfhip,  muft 
afford  to  a  commander  in  chief. 
It  feems  to  meet,  fo  far  as  it  goes, 
that  firfl  wifh  of  every  general^  to 
have  the  choice  of  thofe  officers  on 
whom  he  muft  principally  confide, 
and  on  whofe  condud,  his  repu¬ 
tation  and  fuccefs  muft  fo  much 
depend. 

With  the  force  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  the  greateft  national  truft 
that  could  be  repofed,  and  unli¬ 
mited  diferetionary  powers,  the  ad¬ 
miral  failed  from  St. 

3  Helen’s.  The  truft 
was  indeed  great,  for 
the  ftate  of  public  affairs  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  critical.  It  was  well 
known  that  France  had  a  ftrong 
fleet  at  Breft,  and  in  fuch  a  ftate 
of  preparation,  as  fufficiently  in¬ 
dicated  fome  immediate  and  im¬ 
portant  defign.  Our  great  com¬ 
mercial  fleets,  loaded  with  that 
wealth,  which  could  alone  enable  us 
to  encounter  fuch  formidable  ene¬ 
mies,  and  to  fupport  fo  compli¬ 
cated  and  extenfive  a  war,  were 
on  their  way  home  from  different 
quarters  of  the  globe.  To  the 
proteftion  of  the  commerce  of 
Great  Britain,  was  to  be  added 
the  defence  of  her  extenfive  coafts, 
the  fecurity  of  her  vaft  capital,  and 
the  prefervation  of  thofe  invaluable 
refervoirs  of  her  naval  power,  in 
which  were  equally  included,  her 
prefent  ftrength,  and  her  future 
hope.  All  thefe  immenfe  objefts, 
were  committed  to  the  defence  of 
twenty  ftiips. 
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The  fleet  had  fcarcely  arrived  at 
its  ftation  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay, 
when  an  occafion  offered  to  fhew, 
that  great  diferetionary  powers  are 
liable  to  much  perfonal  rifque,  un- 
lefs  the  molt  cordial  fupport  is  af¬ 
forded,  by  thofe  in  the  adminiffra- 
tion  of  public  affairs,  to  the  per- 
fon  on  whom  thefe  powers  is  de¬ 
legated.  Two  French  frigates, 
with  two  fmaller  veflels,  appeared 
in  fight,  and  were  evidently  taking 
a  furvey  of  the  fleet.  The  ad¬ 
miral’s  fituation  was  nice  and  dif¬ 
ficult.  War  had  not  been  de¬ 
clared,  nor  even  reprizals  ordered. 
It  was,  however,  neceffary  to  Hop 
thefe  frigates,  as  well  to  obtain 
intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being 
conveyed.  Indeed  it  Teemed  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  iridifpenfible  neceffity,  not 
to  mifs  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
fome  knowledge  of  the  ftate,  fi¬ 
tuation,  and  views  of  the  enemy. 
But  that  fluctuation  of  counfels, 
which,  as  we  have  Hated,  feemed 
to  prevail  at  that  time,  joined  to 
the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  political  fituation,  feemed, 
all  together,  to  render  any  ftrong 
meafure  exceedingly  hazardous. 
He  might  have  been  difavowed ; 
and  a  war  with  France  might  be 
charged  to  his  rafhnefs,  or  to  the 
views  and  principles  of  his  party. 
In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral  de¬ 
termined  to  purfue  that  line  of 
conduct  which  he  deemed  right, 
and  to  abide  the  confequences. 
The  fubfequent  behaviour  of  the 
French  frigates,  feemed  calcu¬ 
lated  to  afford  a  jollification  for 
any  meafure  of  violence  he  could 
have  purfued. 

A  general  fignal  for  ,  ■ 

chacirig  being  made,  J  -  7  * 

the  Milford  frigate  got  in  the  even¬ 
ing  along-fide  of  the  Licorne  of  32 

gUilSj, 
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guns,  and  in  the  mod:  obliging 
terms,  required,  or  rather  requeued, 
the  French  captain,  to  come  un¬ 
der  the  admiral’s  item  ;  this  was 
refufed,  but  upon  the  coming  up  of 
a  ffiip  of  the  line,  and  her  tiring  a 
gun,  the  Frenchman  itood  to  her, 
and  was  brought  into  the  fleet. 
The  admiral  fent  a  mefiage  to  lee¬ 
ward,  that  every  civility  ihould  be 
exprefied  to  the  French  captain, 
and  alfo  information  given,  that 
he  would  fee  him  as  foon  as  they 
could  come  up  in  the  morning  ; 
the  veflils  who  had  him  in  charge 
received  orders  to  attend  to  him 
through  the  night,  and  to  bring 
him  up  without  moiefiation. 

In  the  morning,  an  unexpected 
movement  made  by  the  French  fri¬ 
gate,  occafioned  one  of  the  convoy 
to  fire  a  fhot  acrofs  her  way,  as  a 
fignal  for  keeping  her  courfe,  when, 
to  the  afionifhment  of  the  admiral 
and  the  whole  fleet,  :  (he  fuddenly 
poured  her  whole  broadfide,  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  general  dilcharge  of 
her  mufquetry,  into  the  America  of 
74  guns  ;  at  the  very  in  flan  t  that 
Lord  Longford  her  commander  was 
handing  upon  the  gunwale,  and 
talking  in  terms  of  the  utmofl  po- 
litenefs  to  the  French  captain.  The 
frigate  infiantly  flruck  her  colours 
as  foon  as  (he  had  difeharged  her 
fire.  Several  of  the  (hot  flruck  the 
America  ;  and  it  feemed  little  lefs 
than  a  miracle,  considering  the 
clofenefs  of  the  Chips,  and  the  un- 
fufpedling  (late  of  the  crew,  that 
only  fours  of  her  people  were 
wounded.  Although  this  behaviour 
merited  the  fevered  return  ;  and 
that  a  broadfide,  which  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  fent  her  to  the  bottom, 
was  that  immediately  to  be  ex- 
pedled,  yet,  the  noble  commander 
of  the  America,  with  a  magnani¬ 


mity,  humanity,  and  admirable 
command  of  temper,  which  reflect 
the  higheffc  honour  on  his  charac¬ 
ter,  did  not  return  a  Angle  fhot. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  other 
French  frigate,  called  La  Belle 
Poule,  which  was  of  great  force, 
and  heavy  metal,  with  a  fchooner 
of  10  guns  in  company,  were  clofely 
purfued  by  the  Arethufa  frigate. 
Captain  Marlhal,  and  the  Alert 
cutter,  until  they  got  out  of  fight 
of  the  fleet.  The  Arethufa  having 
at  length  got  up  with  her  chafe, 
requefted  the  French  captain  to 
bring  to,  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  orders  of  bringing  him  to  the 
admiral.  A  compliance  with  thefe 
requifidons  being  peremptorily  re¬ 
fufed  by  the  French  officer,  Cap¬ 
tain  Marfhall  fired  a  fhot  acrofs 
the  Belle  Poule,  which  (he  infiantly 
returned,  by  pouring  her  whole 
broadfide  into  the  Arethufa,  then 
very  clofe  along  fide. 

A  defperate  engagement  enfued, 
and  was  continued  with  unufua! 
warmth  and  animofity  for  above 
two  hours  ;  each  fide  vying  with 
the  utmoft  degree  of  national  emu¬ 
lation  to  obtain  the  palm  of  vi&ory, 
in  this  firft  adtion  and  opening  of 
a  new  war.  The  French  frigate 
was  much  (uperior  in  weight  of 
metal  and  number  of  men  ;  nor 
could  (lie  at  all  have  fpared  anv 
part  of  thofe  advantages.  At 
length,  the  Arethufa  was.  fo  much 
(battered  in  her  marts,  fails,  and 
rigging,  and  there  being  at  the 
fame  time  but  little  wind  for  her 
government,  fhe  became  in  a  great 
meafure  unmanageable  ;  and  thev 

O  T  7  0 

being  now  upon  the  enemy’s  coaif, 
and  the  French  (hip’s  head  in  with 
the  land,  the  latter  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  of  (landing  into  a  fin  all 
bay,  where  feveral  boats  came  to 

her 
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her  affillance  at  day-light,  and 
towed  her  into  a  place  of  fafety. 

During  the  fore  part  of  this 
a&ion,  the  engagement  was  no  lefs 
warm  between  Captain  Fairfax,  in 
the  Alert  cutter,  and  the  French 
fchooner.  Their  force  was  about 
equal ;  the  former  carrying  ten, 
and  the  latter  (if  we  remember 
right)  eight  guns.  The  conteft 
was  well  fupported  for  upwards  of 
an  hour ;  when  the  fchooner  was 
compelled  to  ftrike,  with  thelofs  of 
five  men  killed,  and  feven  mor¬ 
tally  wounded.  The  Arethufa  had 
fufrered  fo  much,  that  file  was  towed 
back  to  the  fleet  by  the  Valiant 
and  Monarch,  both  of  which  had 
purfued  the  chace.  Her  lofs  in 
men  was  alfoconfiderable,  amount¬ 
ing  to  eight  killed,  and  thirty-lix 
wounded.  That  of  the  Belle  Poule 
was  prodigious.  The  French  ac¬ 
count  acknowledges  above  forty 
flain,  and  fifty- feven  wounded. 
Among  the  former  was  the  fecond 
in  command. 

They  acknowledge  that  the  Belle 
Poule  carried  26  twelve  pounders  ; 
but  they  forget  to  enumerate  thofe 
of  lighter  metal,  which  are  faid  to 
have  amounted  to  14  more  ;  and 
they  eftimate  the  Arethufa  at  28 
fix  pounders.  Notwithftanding  this 
fuperiority  of  force,  the  brave  and 
obftinate  defence  made  by  the  Belle 
Poule,  in  this  firA  adion  of  a  new 
war,  when  the  terrors  of  our  naval 
prowefs  in  the  laft,  were  not  yet 
forgotten,  became  a  matter  of  great 
praife,  and  wonderful  exultation. 
The  King  of  France  took  care  to 
nourifh  this  national  pride  and  opi¬ 
nion,  as  well  by  the  honour  and 
promotion  which  he  bellowed  on 
the  captain  and  other  principal 
officers,  as  by  the  pecuniary  re¬ 
wards  to  thofe  in  a  more  fubaltern 


degree,  and  his  liberal  munificence 
to  the  widows,  families,  or  rela¬ 
tions,  of  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ac¬ 
tion.  Nor  was  this  attention  con¬ 
fined  to  the  officers.  The  wounded 
feamen,  and  the  widows  of  their 
fellows  who  were  flain,  partook,  in 
a  proportional  degree,  of  the  fame 
bounty ;  and  the  whole  was  crowned 
with  a  conflderable  benefa&ion  to 
the  Ihip’s  company  in  general.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Captains  Mar- 
lhal  and  Fairfax,  received  great 
praife  from  their  commander,  and 
not  more  than  they  deferved. 

In  the  mean  time,  another  French 
frigate  fell  in  with  the  fleet,  and 
was  detained  by  the  admiral,  under 
colour  of  the  hoflility  committed, 
and  the  extraordinary  circumftances 
of  ill  condudt  with  which  it  was 
attended,  by  the  captain  of  the 
Licorne ;  but  feveral  French  mer¬ 
chantmen  were  fufFered  to  pafs 
through  the  fleet  unmolelled,  as  he 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  all  autho¬ 
rized  to  interrupt  their  commerce. 
It  was  reported,  we  know  not  with 
what  authority,  that  thefe  frigates, 
with  fome  other  veflels,  were  cruiz¬ 
ing  to  intercept  our  Mediterranean 
fleet  of  merchantmen,  which,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  from  Spain  and  Por¬ 
tugal,  amounted  to  about  70  fail, 
and  which  were  then  upon  the  point 
of  immediate  arrival. 

From  the  taking  of  the  French 
frigates,  the  admiral  derived  a 
fource  of  information  of  the  moll 
critical  and  alarming  nature.  He 
had  been  taught,  as  he  affirmed, 
to  believe  that  he  commanded  a 
fleet,  which,  if  not  quite  equal  in 
number  and  force,  was  yet  fuch,  as 
from  a  confidence  in  his  officers  and 
men,  he  might  venture,  without 
ralhnefs,  to  oppofe  to  any  thing 
that  could  have  been  brought  out 
'  again# 
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a^ainR  him  during;  his  cruize.  He 
was  now  clofe  upon  the  enemy’s 
coaft,  and  within  fight  of  Uffiant, 
when  he  difcovered,  to  his  inex- 
preffible  aftonifhment,  from  the  pa¬ 
pers,  and  other  means  of  inform¬ 
ation  which  the  capture  of  the  fri¬ 
gates  had  thrown  into  his  hands, 
that  the  French  fleet  in  Breft  Road 
and  Breft  Water,  amounted  to  32 
Blips  of  the  line,  befides  10  or  12 
frigates  ;  whereas  his  own  force 
conflfted  only  of  20  of  the  former, 
and  three  of  the  latter. 

His  fituation  was  certainly  highly 
perplexing,  and  no  lefs  critical.  It 
was  fcarcely  poffible  to  fuppofe,  that 
he  could  have  been  fent  out  with 
fuch  a  force,  and  where  objeCts  of 
fuch  immenfe  importance,  as  per¬ 
haps  included  no  lefs  than  the  very 
exi Hence  of  the  empire,  were  at 
Bake,  under  any  intention  of  his 
encountering  fo  prodigious  a  fupe- 
riority  ;  and  it  was  yet  fcareely 
lefs  difficult  to  conceive  or  believe, 
that  adminiftration  in  general,  or 
that  great  department  of  the  Bate 
under  which  he  immediately  aCted, 
in  particular,  could  have  been  poffi- 
bly  deficient  in  information,  on 
the  full  pofleffion  of  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  welfare  and  fafety  fo  direCtly 
hung,  and  which  they  could  not 
want  means  of  procuring  with  the 
utmoft  facility. 

In  fo  untoward  a  fituation,  it  was 
indeed  difficult  what  to  decide  on. 
Want  of  experience  feems  as  necef- 
fary  as  want  of  vvifdom,  to  infpire 
contempt  for  an  enemy.  The  con- 
fequences  of  a  defeat  on  the  ene¬ 
my’s  coaft,  were  not  in  this  cafe,  as 
in  the  general  courfe  of  wars,  to  be 
meafured  only  by  a  temporary  lofs  of 
territory,  or  fubftrafrion  of  glory. 
Every  thing  was  at  ftake.  The  for¬ 
tune,  and  perhaps  the  being  of  this 
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country,  were  to  be  committed  to 
the  hazard  of  a  fingle  die.  Our 
own  narrow'  feas  might  be  fwept  by 
an  infulting  enemy  ;  our  open 
coafts  every  where  expofed  to  de- 
vaftation  and  ruin  ;  and  the  king¬ 
dom  to  open  invafion. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  fatal  con- 
fequences  that  were  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  a  defeat  in  the  prefent 
Bate  of  things ;  and  the  more  ef- 
pecially,  as  that,  through  the  cou¬ 
rage  of  the  commanders,  and  the 
urgency  of  the  occafion,  could  only 
have  been  accomplifhed  by  the 
abfolute  deftruCtion  of  the  fleet ; 
whilft  the  unfortunate  deficiency  of 
naval  Bores  and  provifion  which 
then  prevailed  within  the  kingdom, 
with  the  difficulty,  if  not  im practi¬ 
cability,  under  fuch  circumBances, 
of  procuring  a  foreign  fupply,  and 
the  expofed  fituation  of  our  docks, 
yards,  and  confequently  of  all  thofe 
Blips  which  were  either  building  or 
under  repair,  would,  all  together, 
prefent  fuch  an  opening  to  final 
ruin  and  calamity,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  re¬ 
trieving  the  Broke.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  fly  from  the  coaft  of  an 
infulted  enemy,  when  that  enemy 
was  coming  out  to  avenge  the  in- 
fult,  would  be  an  incident  as  new 
in  the  naval  hiftory  of  England,  as 
it  would  feem  inconfiftent  with  the 
prefent  opinion,  and  degrading  to 
the  paft  renowm  of  the  commander. 

In  this  dilemma,  the  admiral 
determined  that  all  other  confider- 
ations  fhould  give  way,  to  what  he 
deemed  a  faithful  difeharge  of  the 
great  trufts  repofed  in  him  ;  the  pri¬ 
mary  objects  of  w'hich,  were  the 
protection  of  his  country,  and  the 
prefervation  of  her  commerce.  He 
wifely  thought  the  ftakes  were  too 
great  to  be  hazarded  again  ft  vaft 

odds. 
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odds,  either  upon  perfonal,  or  pro- 
feffional  punctilio.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  a  difficult  conqueft.  He  af¬ 
terwards  declared,  when  compelled 
to  a  public  explanation  and  defence 
of  his  conduCl,  that  he  never  in  his 
life  felt  fo  deep  a  melancholy,  as 
when  he  found  himfeif  obliged  to 
turn  his  bac^:  on  France. — And, 
that  his  courage  was  never  put  to 
Tuch  a  trial »as  in  that  retreat;  but 
that  it  was  his  firm  perfuafion,  that 
his  country  was  faved  by  it. 

,  Upon  the  return  of  the 
Beet  to  Portfmouth,  the  ad¬ 
miral  had  an  opportunity  of  veri¬ 
fying  by  experience,  the  necef- 
fity  to  a  commander  in  chief,  es¬ 
pecially  in  critical  feafons,  and 
endowed  with  large  difcretionary 
powers,  to  be  well  fupported  in  the 
cabinet,  and  to  meet  with  a  difpo- 
iltion  to  a  favourable  conilruClion 
and  acceptance  of  his  well-directed 
fervices,  in  thofe  nice  and  doubtful 
fttuations,  wherein  no  fpecific  line 
of  conduct  can  be  laid  down  for  his 
direction,  and  in  which,  either  per¬ 
fonal  refponf  bility  inuit  be  hazard¬ 
ed,  or  what  appears  at  the  time  to 
be  the  effential  interefts  of  his 
country  facrificed.  He  had  al¬ 
ready  gone  in  two  inftances  to  the 
limits  of  his  difcretionary  powers. 
The  taking  of  the  frigates,  and  the 
return,  contrary  to  expectation  and 
intention,  if  not  to  direCt  orders, 
from  his  ftation,  were  meafures  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  admitted  of  no 
medium  in  their  con  ftruCtion.  They 
were  either  abfolutely  right,  or  they 
mult  be  abfolutely  wrong.  In  the 
former  cafe,  they  demanded  not 
only  immediate,  but  great  appro¬ 
bation  ;  in  the  latter,  the  moil  di¬ 
rect  reprehenfion.  The  officer, 
who  had  committed  errors  of  fuch 


magnitude  and  danger,  iliould  not 
again,  by  any  means,  have  been 
emrufted  with  a  command  of  fuch 
national  importance. 

The  admiral  was,  however,  left, 
in  this  ft  ate  of  uncertainty  ;  and 
with  fo  great  a  truft  in  his  hands, 
never  received  the  fmalleil  direCt 
or  official  approbation  of  his  con¬ 
duct  in  either  inftance.  But  he 
feemed  to  be  immediately  delivered 
over,  without  mercy,  to  the  obloquy 
and  fcurriliryof  thofe  publications, 
which  he  con  fide  red  as  being  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  mi- 
riders  ;  and  which,  from  the  cir- 
circumftance  of  their  abufe  having 
been  fo  frequently  the  prelude  to 
the  downfal  or  difgrace  of  officers, 
are  particularly  confidered  as  being, 
in  fome  fort,  in  the  fecret,  and  as 
having  the  fanCtion  of  authority 
for  their  cenfure  and  condemnation* 
By  thefe,  the  admiral’s  return  and 
conduCi  were  branded  with  the  moft 
opprobrious  terms  which  language 
was  capable  of  bellowing,  and  a  fi¬ 
eri  bed  to  the  moil  di (graceful  mo¬ 
tives  ;  his  general  character  treated 
■with  the  moll  indecent  feurrility  5 
and  as  they  placed  his  conduct  and 
his  merits  in  the  fame  fcale  with 
thofe  of  Admiral  Byng,  fo  they 
boldly  and  direCtly  threatened  him 
with  the  fame  fate. 

The  admiral  bore  all  the  dif- 
couraging,  as  well  as  the  difagree- 
able  circumftances  he  met,  with 
wonderful  temper.  He  made  no 
complaints  himfeif,  did  every  thing 
to  ftifie  difeontents  in  others,  preffed 
forward  the  preparations  for  his  re¬ 
turn  to  fea,  without  noife  or  pa¬ 
rade,  and  bore  all  the  unmerited 
reproach  that  was  thrown  upon 
him,  without  being  once  tempted 
to  a  jufti-fication,  wh/ch,  by  the 
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narration  of  the  faft,  mud  necef- 
farijy  have  criminated  the  firit  lord 
of  the  admiralty. 

The  fortunate  arrival  of  the  two 
fird  of  our  Wed-India  fleets,  and 
of  the  Levant  trade,  brought  in  a 
fupply  of  feamen,  at  the  mod  cri¬ 
tical  period  in  which  they  could 
have  ever  been  wanted.  By  this 
means,  and  the  exertions  every 
where  ufed  by  the  admiralty,  the 
T  ,  ,  admiral  was  enabled  to 

,u  y  9.1.  pUt  again  to  fea,  on  the 
13  th  day  from  his  arrival  at  Portf- 
mouth,  with  24  lhips  of  the  line  ; 
and  was  joined  on  the  way  by  fix 
more  ;  the  paucity  of  frigates  dill 
continued,  there  being  an  addition 
of  only  one,  to  which  was  alfo 
added  two  fi refliips .  But  the  flips 
in  general  were  commanded  by 
men,  who  in  point  of  fkill,  abi¬ 
lity  and  courage,  were  of  the 
highed  edimation. 

fn  the  mean  time,  the  French 
king  made  ufe  of  the  engagement 
with  the  Belle  Poule,  and  the  tak¬ 
ing  of  the  other  frigates,  as  the 
odenfible  ground,  for  ifluing  out 
orders  for  reprifal  on  the  flips  of 
Great-Britain  ;  and  the  ordinance 
for  the  didribution  of  prizes,  which 
we  have  already  obferved  had  been 
pafled  a  coniiderable  time  before, 
although  hitherto  kept  dormant, 
was  now  immediately  publified. 
Similar  meafures  were  likewife  pur- 
fued  in  England,  as  foon  as  the 
account  of  thefe  tranfadlions  was 
received.  Thus  nothing  of  war 
was  wanting  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  excepting  merely  its  name, 
or  rather  the  formality  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation. 

On  the  day  preceding  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  the  Britifli  fleet  from  Portf- 
mouth,  the  French  fleet  failed  from 
Bred,  amounting  to  32  fail  of  the 


line,  and  a  cloud  of  frigates.  They 
were  divided  in  three  Iquadrons  or 
divifons,  the  whole  being  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  d’Or- 
villiers,  who  was  aflided  in  his  own 
particular  divifion,  by  Admiral  the 
Count  de  Guichen.  The  fecond 
was  commanded  by  the  Count  Du- 
chaftault,  aflided  by  M.  de  Roche- 
chovart  ;  and  the  third  by  the 
Duke  of  Chartres,  (prince  of  the 
blood)  who  was  leconded  by  Ad¬ 
miral  the  Count  de  Grade.  M.  de 
la  Motte  Piquet,  although  an  ad¬ 
miral,  adted  as  fird-captain  in  the 
Duke  of  Chartres’  fh ip.  On  their 
departure  from  Bred,  the  Lively 
frigate,  which  had  been  fent  to 
watch  their  motions,  got  fo  involved 
amongd  them  that  die  could  not 
podibly  efcape,  and  was  accordingly 
taken.. 

The  Englifli  fleet  was  likewife 
thrown  into  three  divifons ;  the 
van  being  commanded  by  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Harland,  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red  ;  and  the  rear  by  Sir  Hugh 
Paliifer,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue. 
The  commander  in  chief  was  aflided 
by  the  voluntary  fervices  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Campbell,  a  brave  and 
experienced  officer,  who  from  an¬ 
cient  friendffiip,  and  a  long  par¬ 
ticipation  of  danger  and  fervice, 
condefcended  to  adt  as* fird-captain 
in  his  own  ffiip  the  Victory. 

The  two  fleets  came  in  fight  of  each 
other  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  of 
July.  It  appears  from  the  movements 
and  condudt,  both  then  and  after, 
of  the  French  admiral,  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  increafe  of 
Mr.  Keppel’s  drength,  at  their  fird 
meeting  ;  but  confidered  his  fleet 
as  being  dill  in  about  the  fame  date 
as  to  number,  in  which  it  had. been 
at  the  time  of  quitting  its  dation 
beforeBred.  Under  this imoreflion, 

he 
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he  feemed  difpofed  for  bringing  on 
an  immediate  engagement ;  but  as 
foon  as  the  fleets  had  approached 
fo  near,  as  pretty  well  to  difcover 
each  others  force,  he  feemed  evi¬ 
dently  to  relinquifh  that  determin¬ 
ation,  and  continued  afterwards  to 
evade  with  great  caution  and  know¬ 
ledge  in  his  profeffion,  all  thofe 
endeavours  which  were  conflantly 
ufed  on  the  other  fide  to  bring  on 
an  a&ion. 

As  night  was  near,  and  that  ge¬ 
neral  adfions  by  fea  are  always  to 
be  avoided  at  that  feafon,  the  Bri- 
tifh  admiral  only  brought  the  fleet 
to,  in  a  line  of  battle,  leaving  the 
option  of  attack  to  the  enemy,  A 
frefh  gale,  and  a  change  of  wind 
in  the  night,  made  fome  confider- 
able  alteration  in  the  relative  fitu- 
ation  of  the  oppofed  fleets.  The 
French  had  now  gained  the  wea¬ 
ther-gage,  which  afforded  them  the 
great  advantage,  of  either  bring¬ 
ing  on  an  a&ion,  nearly  in  the 
time  and  manner  they  liked,  or  of 
avoiding  it  totally.  Two  of  their 
line  of  battle  /hips  had,  however, 
fallen  confiderably  in  the  night  to 
leeward  ;  and  the  admiral  now  fee¬ 
ing  that  they  fludioufly  avoided  an 
engagement,  and  being  fenftble  of 
the  difficulty  of  forcing  them  to 
that  decifion,  while  the  wind  held 
in  its  prefent  flate,  determined  if 
poffible  to  profit  of  this  feparation, 
and  to  reduce  his  opponent  to  the 
alternative,  of  either  facrificing 
two  of  his  capital  fhips,  or  6f  ha¬ 
zarding  a  general  aCtion. 

The  French  commander  chofe  to 
fubmit  to  the  rifque  of  the  former. 

A 

Although  the  two  fhips  were  not 
taken,  they  were  fo  effectually  cut 
off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  that 
they  were  never  able  to  rejoin  them 
during  the  remainder  of  the  cruize; ' 


and  another  fhip,  which  had  fuf- 
tained  fome  damage  during  the 
night  in  the  gale,  was  expofed  to 
fuch  imminent  danger  of  being 
taken,  as  to  owe  her  efcape  merely 
to  a  fudden  fhift  of  the  wind.  By 
the  cutting  off'  of  the  two  former 
veffels,  the  hoftile  fleets  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  in  point  of  num¬ 
ber,  with  refpeCl  to  iine  of  battle 
fhips. 

For  four  fucceflive  days,  the  fleet 
continued  conflantly  to  beat  up 
againft  the  wind  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy ;  who  might  have  chofen 
any  hour  of  that  time  to  have  come 
to  a  general  engagement.  This 
flacknefs  with  refpedl  to  aCHon,  is 
not,  however,  to  be  attributed  to 
any  want  of  fpirit  in  Monf.  D’Or- 
villiers,  the  gallantry  of  that  officer 
being  unqueftioned ;  but  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  operated  on  both  com¬ 
manders,  were  as  totally  different 
as  their  condudt.  Mr.  Keppel  had 
the  ftrongeft  and  moft  urgent  rea- 
fons,  for  prefiing  on  an  engagement 
with  the  greateft  poffible  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  fame  reafons  operat¬ 
ed,  though  in  a  leffer  degree,  upon 
his  adverfary,  to  abftain  from  that 
final  iftue.  The  greateft  bodies  of 
the  Britifh  trade  were  then  on  their 
return  home.  Two  Eaft-lndia,  and 
two  Weft-India  fleets,  of  immenfe 
value,  were  hourly  expefted.  The 
French  fleet,  from  their  order  of 
failing,  and  the  number  of  their 
frigates,  fpread  over  fo  vaft  an  ex¬ 
tent  of  ocean,  that  Mr.  Keppel 
found  it  neceffary  to  warn  the  ad¬ 
miralty  in  his  letters,  of  the  un¬ 
avoidable  danger  to  which  any 
fhips  that  attempted  to  join  him 
would  thereby  be  expofed.  As  the 
Britifh  fleet  cut  off  that  of  France 
from  their  own  ports,  fo  the  fleet 
of  France  was  fpread  athwart  that 
/  .  courfe- 
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courfe,  which  our  homeward  trade 
was  likely  to  hold  ;  and  from  the 
fituation  of  both  fleets,  and  the 
flate  of  the  wind,  might  have  taken 
them  in  the  Britilh  admiral’s  fight, 
without  a  poffibility  of  his  prevent¬ 
ing  it. 

Nor  was  this  flate  of  things  ren¬ 
dered  lefs  irkfome,  nor  the  appre- 
henfions  refulting  from  it  qualified, 
by  any  well-founded  confidence  that 
it  might  not  be  of  long  continu¬ 
ance.  On  the  contrary,  our  own 
naval  hiftories  record  an  example 
in  the  reign  of  King  William,  when 
the  celebrated  Admiral  Ruflel  was 
obliged  to  undergo  for  two  months 
the  mortification,  of  being  almoft 
in  the  daily  view  of  the  French 
fleet,  without  his  being  able  in  all 
that  time  to  bring  them  to  aClion. 
The  admiral  had  alfo  another  mo¬ 
tive  for  his  anxiety  to  bring  on  an 
engagement  upon  any  terms  what¬ 
ever.  This  motive  was  founded  in 
his  inftru&ions.  For  although  he 
did  not  for  prudential  reafons  think 
fit  to  produce  them  on  his  trial,  he 
made  no  fcruple  of  declaring  freely 
to  the  court,  that  his  inftruCtions 
went  direCtly  and  abfolutely  to  that 
point  of  fighting  the  enemy. 

In  this  purfuit  of  the  French 
fleet,  the  preferving  of  a  regular 
line  of  battle,  with  any  hope  of 
bringing  them  to  aClion,  was  evi¬ 
dently  impracticable.  That  fignal 
was  accordingly  hauled  down  from 
the  23d,  and  that  for  chacing  to 
windward  kept  conrtantly  flying. 
In  this  meafure,  the  admiral  was 
fupported,  not  only  by  his  own 
judgment,  but  by  the  practical  ex¬ 
ample  of  fome  of  the  greatefl  names, 
who  had  ever  fupported  or  efta- 
blifhed  the  honour  of  the  Britifli 
flag.  But  the  meafure  was  of  a 
nature,  which  rendered  all  prece- 
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dent  unneceffary  for  its  juflification. 
The  afliduous  and  continual  endea¬ 
vours  of  the  French  admiral  to 
avoid  an  engagement,  afforded  full 
caufe  for  apprehending  that  he  ex- 
peCted  a  reinforcemenr,  and  that, 
independent  of  all  other  motives, 
would  have  been  fufficient  for  uflng 
every  means  to  bring  it  fuddenly 
on.  By  adhering  to  a  line  of  bat¬ 
tle,  the  French  fleet  would  have 
been  evidently  out  of  fight  in  a 
very  fhort  time,  and  the  probable 
confequence  would  have  been,  ei¬ 
ther  the  lofs  of  our  foreign  con¬ 
voys,  or  infult  to  the  coafl  of  Eng¬ 
land.  The  admiral  accordingly 
continued  the  chace  without  intef- 
milfion,  keeping  his  fleet  at  the 
fame  time  as  much  colleCled,  as 
the  nature  of  a  purfuit  would  admit 
of,  in  order  to  feize  the  firfl  op¬ 
portunity  which  a  change  of  wind 
might  afford,  of  bringing  the  enemy 
to  a  dole  and  decifive  aClion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of 
July,  the  French  fleet  were  at  day¬ 
break,  as  much  to  windward,  and 
at  as  great  a  difiance,  as  they  had 
generally  been  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  days ;  and  feemed  alfo  to  avoid 
an  aCtion  with  as  much  induflry  as 
ever.  The  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  was  then  rather  more  to  lee¬ 
ward  than  his  flation  required,  and 
having  his  mainfail  up,  it  obliged 
the  (hips  of  that  divifion  to  conti¬ 
nue  under  an  eafy  fail.  This  in¬ 
duced  the  commander  in  chief  to 
throw  out  a  fignal,  for  feverai 
fliips  of  that  diviflon  to  chace  to 
windward.  The  enemy’s  fleet  were 
then  near  threeleagues  to  windward, 
and  going  off  dole  by  the  wind 
with  a  preffed  fail.  The  motive 
afligned  for  the  fignal  was  to  colieCt 
as  many  of  thofe  (hips  to  windward 
as  could  be  done,  in  order  to  fill 
v [£]  up 
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up  that  interval  between  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief’s  fhip  and  the  vice- 
admiral,  which  had  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  latter  falling  fo  far 
to  leeward  ;  and  thus,  by  ftrength- 
ening  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  to 
be  ready  for  any  chance  that  might 
occur  of  bringing  the  enemy  to 
action.  And  the  reafon  why  the 
Signal  was  not  made  to  the  whole 
divifion  inftead  of  particular  (hips, 
was,  that  they  then  mull;  have 
chaced  in  a  body,  which  would 
have  retarded  the  bed  going  lhips, 
by  an  attendance  on  their  imme¬ 
diate  commander.  Indeed  the 
vice  admiral  feerned  fo  fenfible  of 
the  object  of  the  fignal,  that  it 
produced  an  immediate  effeft  in 
the  conduct  of  his  own  fhip,  by 
a  confiderable  augmentation  of 
fail. 

Some  changes  of  the  wind,  and  a 
dark  fquall,  which  came  on  before 
si  o’clock,  produced  feveral  evo¬ 
lutions  in  both  fleets,  the  nature 
and  effect  of  which  are  not  eafily 
explained  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
landmen.  It  feems  upon  the  whole, 
that  fome  fudden  fhifts  of  the  wind, 
together  with  the  unexpe&ed  and 
unintentional  effedt  produced  by  an 
evolution  on  the  French  fide,  being 
all  improved  upon  by  the  molt  ma- 
lierly  efforts  on  the  other,  brought 
the  two  fleets  fo  clofe,  that  they  could 
not  part  without  an  engagement. 
But  as  this  was  a  fituation  not 
fought,  and  a  decifion  not  wifhed 
by  the  French  commanders,  they 
endeavoured  to  evade  its  confe¬ 
rences  as  much  as  poflible  ;  and 
accordingly,  in  dead  of  fhortening 
fail,  and  lying  to,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Britifh  fleet  in  a  line  of 
battle  on  the  fame  tack,  by  which 
every  fin i p  on  either  fide,  would 
have  been  fairly  engaged  with  her 


adverfary  in  the  oppoflte  line,  and 
the  adlion  could  Scarcely  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  decifive,  they  Suddenly  put 
about  on  the  contrary  tack.  By 
this  manoeuvre,  the  heads  and 
courfe  of  the  Ships  in  each  fleet, 
being  directed  to  oppoflte  points 
of  the  compafs  with  thofe  of  the 
other,  they  could  only  engage  as 
they  paflfed,  inltead  of  lying  fide 
to  fide,  fo  as  to  make  an  effe&ual 
impreflion. 

Thus  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
that  in  this  courfe  of  engagement, 
any  Britifh  fhip  that  could  fetch 
the  head  of  the  French  fleet,  would 
receive  and  return  the  Are  of  every 
fhip  from  fir  It  to  lait  in  their  line ; 
which  would  have  been  Hill  kept  up 
by  thofe  that  followed,  until  both 
fleets  had  totally  paffed  each  other. 
It  neceflarily  followed  of  courfe, 
that  thofe  lhips  which  engaged 
flrft,  would  be  the  fooned  out  of 
adtion  ;  and  that  the  continuance 
of  each  in  it,  mud  depend  upon 
the  part  of  the  French  line  which 
file  was  able  to  fetch,  and  the  con- 
fequent  number  of  fhips  fhe  had 
dill  to  pafs.  Although  this  mode 
of  fighting  did  not  at  all  prevent 
the  lol's  of  men,  or  damage  to  the 
fhips,  yet  it  tended  greatly  to  de¬ 
fer,  if  not  totally  to  evade,  the 
confequences  incident  to  thofe  cir- 
cumdances  ;  as  it  prevented  the 
fuccefsfol  adverfary  from  being  ca¬ 
pable  of  immediately  purfuing  with 
efftdl,  either  the  blow  which  he 
had  given  to  a  Angle  fhip,  or  the 
general  impreflion  which  he  had 
made  in  the  enemy’s  line.  The 
neceflity  which  induced  the  Britifh 
commander  to  bring  on  an  engage¬ 
ment,  and  the  determined  perie- 
verance  of  the  enemy  in  avoiding 
it,  rendered  him,  of  courfe,  inca¬ 
pable  of  prefcribing  the  terms. 
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The  French  began  the  engage¬ 
ment,  by  firing  at  a  great  dillance 
at  the  headmolt  of'  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land’s  divifion,  as  they  led  up  ;  who 
on  the  contrary,  did  not  return  a 
fhot  until  they  came  within  a  very 
clofe  diftance.  The  example  was 
followed,  or  a  fimilar  conduct  pur¬ 
sued,  by  the  fleet  in  general,  as 
fall  as  each  fhip  could  clofe  up  with 
the  enemy  ;  and  notwithftanding 
their  being  neceffarily  extended  by 
the  chace,  they  were  all  foon  in 
battle.  As  the  fleets  parted  each 
other  very  clofe  on  the  oppofite 
tacks,  the  cannonade  was  very 
heavy,  and  the  effedt  confiderable. 
The  adlion  lafted  from  firrt  to  laft 
fomething  about  three  hours.  As 
the  French,  in  their  ufual  way, 
directed  their  fire  principally  at  the 
rigging,  feveral  of  the  Britiih  fhips 
were  a  good  deal  crippled,  and  fuf- 
fered  confiderably  in  their  marts, 
yards,  and  fails.  The  fire  on  their 
fide,  which  was  principally  level¬ 
led  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy,  was 
not  deficient  in  its  effect  of  ano¬ 
ther  kind. 

As  foon  as  the  commander  in 
chief  had  parted  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  fmoke  was  fo 
far  cleared  as  to  admit  of  any  ob- 
fervation,  his  firrt  objedt  was  to 
look  round  to  the  polition  of  the 
fliips  which  w'ere  already  come  out 
of  adlion,  and  to  confider  of  the 
bert  means  of  bringing  on  a  clofe 
and  general  engagement,  as  foon 
as  the  remainder  of  the  fleets, 
which  were  kill  fighting,  had  parted 
and  cleared  each  other.  He  foon 
perceived,  that  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red,  with  part  of  his  divifion, 
had  already  tacked,  and  was  (land¬ 
ing  towards  the  enemy  ;  but  ob- 
ferved  at  the  fame  time,  that  none 
of  the  other  fliips  which  were  come 
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out  of  adlion  had  yet  tacked,  and 
that  fome  of  them  w'ere  dropping 
to  leeward,  and  feemingly  employ¬ 
ed  in  repairing  their  damages.  His 
own  fhip,  the  Vidlory,  had  fo  con¬ 
fiderable  a  fhare  in  the  adlion,  as 
not  to  be  in  condition  for  imme¬ 
diate  tacking;  nor,  if  it  had  been 
otherwife  expedient,  could  he  im¬ 
mediately  wear,  and  rtand  back  on 
the  fliips  coming  up  artern  of  him 
out  of  the  adlion,  without  throwing 
them  into  the  utmoft  diforder  and 
confufion. 

This  movement  was,  however* 
performed  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
and  notwithrtanding  the  damages 
(uftained  by  the  Vidlory,  (he  was 
not  only  the  firrt  fhip  that  wore  of 
the  center  divifion,  and  that  got 
round  again  towards  the  enemy, 
but  it  was  fome  time  before  the  ex¬ 
ample  could  be  followed,  and  not 
above  three  or  four,  were  then  able 
to  clofe  up  with  her.  In  this  fitu- 
ation  of  the  fleet,  the  admiral 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  battle, 
which  he  judged  improper  to  be 
kept  abroad,  until  the  (hips  could 
recover  their  ftations,  or  at  lead  get 
near  enough  to  fupport  each  other 
in  adlion  ;  and  in  order  to  call 
them  together  for  that  purpofe,  he 
immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a- head, 
which  is  of  all  others,  that  con- 
fidered  by  feamen  as  the  mod  for¬ 
cible,  and  as  commanding  the  moll 
prompt  obedience. 

At  this  time  the  Vidlory  was 
a  head  of  all  the  center  and  red 
divifions,  and  had  time  to  unbend 
her  maintopfail,  (which  had  been 
rendered  totally  unferviceable) 
while  the  fliips  artern  were  endea¬ 
vouring  to  get  into  their  refpedtive 
rtations.  As  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  commanded  the  rear  divi- 
[£]  2  fion* 
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fion,  which  was  of  courfe  the  la  ft 
out  of  aftion,  he  was  at  this  time 
a-head  of  the  Vi£tory,  which-  was 
now  become  his  proper  dation  ; 
yet  without  regard  to  the  fig-rial,  he, 
(on  whatever  motives,  poffibly  j-uf- 
fifiable  ones)  quitted  his  Nation  in 
the  front  of  that  fine  of  battle  for 
which  it  was  dying,  and  palling  his 
admiral  to  leeward  on  the  contrary 
tack,  whilll  he  was  advancing  to 
the  enemy,  never  came  into  the 
line  during  the  reft  of  the  day. 

The  following  is  reprefented  as 
being  then  the  exa£t  fituation  of  the 
fleet.  The  Victory  was  the  neared: 
ihip  to  the  enemy,  with  no  more 
than  three  or  four  of  her  own  divi¬ 
sion  in  any  fituation,  either  to  have 
immediately  fupported  her  or  each 
©ther  in  action  ;  Sir  Robert  Har- 
land,  with  fix  or  feven  fail  of  his 
divifion,  was  to  windward,  and 
ready  for  inftant  fervice  ;  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  was  on  a  con¬ 
trary  tack,  and  totally  out  of  the 
line;  other  Blips  were  far  aftern, 
and  five  that  were  difabled  in  their 
rigging,  at  a  great  diftance  to  lee¬ 
ward.  Thus,  the  admiral  could 
not  at  that  time,  which  was  about 
three'  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
colled;  above  twelve  fhips  to  renew 
the  engagement. 

The  French  had  now  got  to 
leeward,  and  under  the  expectation 
of  being  immediately  attacked,  had 
huddled  mod  of  their  fhips  hadily 
together  in  a  kind  of  cluder,  in 
the  operation  of  wearing,  from 
whence  they  were  gradually  dretch¬ 
ing  out  into  a  line  of  battle;  but 
upon  obferving  the  expofed  fitu- 
ation  of  thofe  Britidi  Blips  which 
had  fallen  to  leeward  to  repair 
their  damages,  it  induced  fome  al¬ 
teration  in  their  movements,  and 
they  began  to  edge  away*  with  an 
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evident  intention  of  cutting  them 
off  from  the  red  of  the  fleet.  The 
admiral  indantly  penetrated  into 
their  defign,  and  the  danger  of 
thofe  diips  obliged  him  fuddenly 
to  wear,  and  to  fland  athwart  the 
van  of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal 
line,  for  their  protection.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  difpatched  orders  to 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  form  his 
divifion  at  a  didance  adern  of  the 
Vi&ory,  in  order  to  cover  the  rear, 
and  to  keep  the  enemy  in  check, 
until  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
fhould  in  obedience  to  the  fignal 
(which  was  kept  condantly  flying) 
come,  with  his  divifion,  into  his 
proper  dation.  Thefe  orders  were 
indantly  obeyed  by  the  vice-admi¬ 
ral  of  the  red,  who  was  accordingly 
formed  in  the  wake  of  the  Victory, 
before  four  o’clock, 

It  was  this  evolution,  which  was 
afterwards  made  the  foundation  of 
one  of  thofe  principal  charges 
which  were  brought  againd  the  ad¬ 
miral,  it  being  reprefented  as 
“  carrying  the  appearance  of  a 
“  flight,  and  bringing  difgrace 
“  upon  the  Britifh  flag,  by  afford- 
“  mg  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 

of  claiming  the  vi&ory,  and  of 
“  publishing  to  the  world  that 
“  the  fleet  had  ran  away.”  And 
it  was  alfo  this  movement,  which 
iome  of  the  braved  and  mod  expe¬ 
rienced  officers  in  the  Britidi  fer¬ 
vice,  and  who  were  prefen t  at  the 
time,  declared  upon  oath,  to  have 
appeared,  and  to  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  by  them,  both  then  and 
alter,  as  a  great  and  neceffary  ma¬ 
noeuvre. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral 
perceiving  that  he  was  nearing  the 
enemy,  by  the  courfe  which-  he 
deered  for  the  prote&ion  of  the 
crippled  Blips,  and  that  the  vice- 
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admiral  of  the  blue  Hill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  kept  his  divifion  back  from 
joining  him,  and  from  fupporting 
the  fleet,  he  made  a  fignal  for  all 
fhips  to  windward  to  bear  down 
into  his  wake.  This  fignal  was 
repeated  by  the  vice-admiral,  al¬ 
though  he  had  not  repeated  that 
for  the  line  of  battle ;  but  as  he 
did  not  bear  down  himfelf,  his  re¬ 
peating  this  fignal  feems  to  have 
been  peculiarly  -unlucky  ;  it  having 
been  interpreted,  by  the  fhips  of 
his  divifion,  as  an  order  for  com¬ 
ing  into  his  own  wake,  and  not  for 
their  going  into  that  of  the  admiral. 

Thefe  appearances  of  negledl  of 
duty  in  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  were  attributed  to  the  dis¬ 
abled  condition  of  bis  fhip,  to 
which  feveral  witneiTes  were  pro¬ 
duced  on  his  trial,  and  on  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  which  he  was  afterwards  ac¬ 
quitted.  The  prote&ion  of  the  dis¬ 
abled  (hips  being  accomplifhed,  and 
the  French  fleet  continuing  to  form 
fheir  line,  ranging  up  to  leeward 
parallel  to  the  center  divifion,  it 
became  the  admiral’s  immediate 
and  mod  urgent  objed,  to  form 
his  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible,  in  order 
to  bear  down  upon  them  and  re¬ 
new  the  battle,  whilfi  it  could  yet 
be  done  with  full  effed.  He  there¬ 
fore,  after  having  repeated  the  fig- 
nal  for  Ships  to  come  into  his  wake 
with  no  better  effed  than  before, 
Sent  to  Sir  Robert  Harland,  to 
firetch  away  a-head,  and  to  take 
his  proper  fiation  in  the  line;  in 
which  he  was  inftantly  obeyed, 
with  the  ufual  promptnefs  of  that 
excellent  officer  ;  and  feeing  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  ftill  to 
windward,  with  his  foretopfail  un¬ 
bent,  and  without  any  vifible  ef¬ 
fort,  .either  towards  fetting  it  to 
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rights,  or  for  obeying’  that  fignal 
which  had  been  fo  long  flying,  he 
fent  Captain  V^indfor  of  the  Fox 
frigate  at  five  o’clock,  with  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  him,  to  bear  down, 
into  his,  the  admiral’s  wake,  and 
to  tell  him,  that  he  only  waited 
for  him  and  his  divifion  to  renew 
the  battle.  We  mult  obferve,  that 
there  is  a  confiderabie  variation, 
with  regard  to  the  exad  time  at 
which  this  mefiace  wa3  delivered, 
in  the  evidence  given  upon  the 
trials  of  Admiral  Keppel  and  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer. 

This  order  not  producing  the 
defired  effedf,  and  having  before 
hauled  down  the  fignal  for  coming 
into  his  wake,  the  admiral  threw 
out  that  for  all  fhips  to  come  into 
their  ftations ;  and  again,  at  feven 
o’clock,  being  wearied  out  with 
fruitlefs  expe&ation,  he  made  the 
fignal  for  each  particular  fhip  of 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue’s  di¬ 
vifion  to  come  into  her  fiation  in. 
the  line  ;  but  before  they  had  com¬ 
plied  with  this  fignal,  night  put  an 
end  to  all  further  operations.  It 
will  fcarcely  efcape  obfervation, 
that  no  fignal  had  been  particu¬ 
larly  thrown  out  to  the  Formidable., 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue’s  own 
fhip  :  this  the  admiral  afterwards 
attributed  to  a  motive  of  delicacy, 
founded  on  the  long  fervices  of  that 
officer,  as  well  as  a  due  compliment 
to  his  rank  in  his  double  capacity, 
both  as  a  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
as  the  third  in  the  prefent  com¬ 
mand  ;  a  delicacy  which,  whether 
juflifiable  or  not,  brought  great  in- 
conveniencies  on  Mr.  Keppel;  pofii¬ 
ble' crimination  ;  and  is  not  likely 
to  be  imitated  on  future  occafions. 

Although  the  French,  by  their 
drawing  up  and  forming  a  line  pa¬ 
rallel  to  the  Britifh  fleet,  fhewed  a 
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determination  of  fuftaining  an  en¬ 
gagement,  if  they  had  been  attack¬ 
ed,  they,  however,  fliewed  evident¬ 
ly,  that  they  were  not  at  ail  difpofed 
to  urge  matters  to  that  final  con- 
clufion,  by  any  adl  of  their  own  ; 
as  they  had  it  in  their  power"  to 
have  renewed  the  engagement  dur¬ 
ing  every  hour  of  the  afternoon  ; 
and  that  with  fuch  apparent  advan¬ 
tage,  from  a  fituation  of  affairs 
which  it  does  not  feem  could  pofti- 
bly  have  efcaped  their  obfervation, 
that  their  miffing  the  opportunity 
appears  little  lets  unaccountable, 
than  the  ftrange  circumflance  from 
whence  it  was  derived.  Their  con¬ 
duct  in  the  night  would  have  afford¬ 
ed  a  confirmation  of  their  indifpo- 
fltion  to  renew  the  engagement,  if 
their  preceding  could  have  left  any 
doubt  upon  the  queftion.  Three  of 
their  beft  failing  veffels  were  fta- 
tioned  at  proper  diflances  with 
lights,  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  to  induce  them  to 
imagine,  that  the  whole  French 
line  ftill  kept  that  pofition,  in 
which  it  had  been  lafl  feen  at  the 
clofe  of  day.  Under  this  deception, 
and  the  favour  of  the  night,  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  withdrew  with  the 
utmoft  filence,  without  lights,  and 
without  any  oth  r  fignal,  than  the 
throwing  up  of  feme  rockets,  which 
appeared  about  ten  o’clock,  and 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  the 
port  of  Breft,  for  which  place.the 
wind  was  directly  fair,  and  where 
they  accordingly  arrived  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  evening. 

At  day-light,  their  fleet  had  got 
to  fuch  a  diftance,  as  to  be  only 
vifible  from  the  maft-heads  of  a 
very  few  of  the  Britifh  fhips,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  three  fail  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  which  were  flill  within  a 
f#w  miks  ip  leeward  of  foiae  of  the 
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neareft.  The  admiral  threw  out  a 
fignal  for  four  fhips  to  chace  them  ; 
but  foon  perceiving  that  two  of 
thefe  were  not  able  to  carry  fo 
much  fail  as  would  even  counte¬ 
nance  the  purfuit,  he  foon  recalled 
it.  And  taking  into  confideration 
the  crippled  ftate  of  his  own  fhipc, 
the  diftance  which  the  French  had 
gained  in  the  night,  their  vicinity 
to  their  own  coafts,  and  all'o  re¬ 
flecting,  that  whatever  they  might 
have  itflFered  in  their  hulls,  they 
had  not  apparently  received  any 
great  damage  in  their  means  of 
flight,  he  concluded  upon  the 
whole,  that  he  had  not  the  fmalleft 
profpeCl  of  coming  up  with  them, 
and  that  neither  a  general  or  par¬ 
tial  purfuit,  could  have  anfvvered  any 
wife  or  beneficial  purpofe.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  confidered,  that  a 
vain  and  fruitlefs  purfuit  of  a  diftant 
and  flying  enemy  on  their  own  coaft, 
with  a  large  fwell,  and  a  frefh  wind 
blowing  full  upon  it,  and  a  fleet  of 
large  and  heavy  fhips, in  the  ftate  his 
own  was,  would  not  only  have  been 
wantonly  expofing  it  without  end 
or  objeCl  to  great  rifque  and  dan¬ 
ger,  but  would  alfo  be  a  mifleading 
and  defeating  of  its  operations,  by 
delaying  the  refitment  which  was 
neceffary,  for  carrying  on  the  fu? 
ture  fervice  with  vigour  and  effect. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
account  of  this  aCtion  and  the  pre¬ 
ceding  eircum fiances,  is  tajeen  from 
the  printed  trial  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel.  The  affair  has  been  flnee  agi¬ 
tated  with  violence  and  heat,  be¬ 
tween  parties  with  whom  we  have 
no  concern,  and  upon  a  fubjeCt  of 
which  we  have  not  naval  ffcill  fufli- 
cient  to  form  any  judgment.  But 
as  the  evidence  is  that  of  the 
greateft  feamen,  and  men  of  the 
Eigheft  honour,  upon  oath,  is  for 
6  the 
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the  greater  part  uncontradiCted, 
and  received  by  competent  and 
unimpeached  fvvorn  judges,  we 
could  not,  without  the  groffeft  par¬ 
tiality  or  prejudice,  receive  it  in  any 
other  way,  than  as  it  was  received 
and  decided  on  by  that  court  in 
the  trial.  It  is  exceedingly  rare 
for  hiftorians  to  be  furnifhed  with 
fa&s  fo  eftablifhed. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  133  flam,  and 
373  wounded.  No  officer  was  Idl¬ 
ed,  and  but  very  few  wounded. 
Several  private  French  accounts 
eftimated  the  lofs  on  their  fide  at 
2000  in  killed  and  wounded.  Their 
gazette,  publifhed  by  authority, 
was  very  flow  in  giving  any  efti- 
mate  of  the  lofs;  they  feemed  to 
wait  for  the  account  from  England ; 
and  at  length  fixed  it  at  fome  fmall 
matter  more  than  that  acknowledg¬ 
ed  by  the  Britifh  admiral  on  his 
fide.  Other  accounts,  and  not  ill 
fupported,  carried  the  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded  on  that  fide,  fo  high 
as  3000  men.  The  French  gazette, 
befides  claiming  the  vi&ory.,  de- 
fcribes  with  no  lmall  degree  of  fa- 
cetioufnefs,  the  utter  aftonifhment 
of  the  French  admiral  and  of  his 
fleet,  upon  finding  themfelves,  moft 
unaccountably,  and  unexpectedly, 
in  the  harbour  of  Breft,  in  head  of 
being,  as  they  imagined,  many 
leagues  out  at  fea,  and  in  full  pur- 
fuit  of  the  enemy  towards  his  own 
coats.  The  publifher,  however, 
confoles  himfelf  with  the  reflection, 
that  fuch  miftakes  are,  in  certain 
cafes,  by  no  means  uncommon,  and 
therefore  afford  no  juft  ground  for 
furprize  in  this  in  fiance.  Whatever 
meafures  that  nation  have  adopted 
or  purfued  for  the  improvement  of 
their  marine,  it  was  oblerved  with 
equal  furprize  and  regret  on  that 


day,  and  by  fome  of  our  braveft 
and  moft  experienced  officers,  that 
they  worked  and  manoeuvred  their 
fhips,  with  a  degree  of  feaman- 
like  addrefs  and  dexterity,  which 
they  never  before  perceived,  in  any 
opportunity  they  had,  whether  of 
war  or  of  peace,  of  confidering  the 
maritime  abilities  of  that  people. 
Some  have  attributed  this  circum- 
ltance  to  the  number  of  American 
feamen,  who  are  fuppofed  to  have 
ferved  on  board  the  French  fleet. 
W e  do  not,  however,  know  the  fa£l 
to  be  at  all  founded,  that  there 
were  any  fuch  number  of  Ameri¬ 
cans,  at  that  time,  in  the  fervice 
of  France,  as  could  have  been  in 
any  degree  equal  to  the  effeCl. 

However  unwilling  we  are  to 
enter  into  any  difeuffion  of  the  fub- 
je<ft,  the  fubfequent  confequences 
of  this  action  render  it  neceffary, 
that  we  fhould  here  take  fome  no¬ 
tice  of  that  conduct  in  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  which  has  fince 
been  productive  of  fo  much  public 
enquiry  and  judicial  inveftigation. 
It  feems  to  appear  from  fome  of 
that  fund  of  matter,  which  has 
fince  been  communicated  to  all  the 
world,  that  the  conduit  of  that 
officer,  in  not  obeying  the  fignals 
or  orders  of  his  commander  in 
chief,  was  fo  little  confonant  to  the 
refolution  which  he  had  immedi¬ 
ately  difplayed  in  the  aCtion,  (which 
is  admitted  to  have  been  equal,  and 
by  his  friends  ftated  to  be  even  fu- 
perior,  to  that  of  any  other  officer) 
that  it  excited  the  moft  general 
aftonifhment  throughout  the  fleet. 
But  as  this  aftonifhment  was  mixed 
with,  and  a  good  deal  founded 
upon,  doubt  and  expectation,  when 
thefe  remained  ungratified,  and  that 
no  fatisfaClory  explanation  was  af¬ 
forded,  that  kind  of  friendly  won- 
[£]  4  der 
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der  which  was  firft  excited,  chang¬ 
ed,  by  no  very  abrupt  tranfition, 
into  a  very  high  degree  of  dillike 
and  refentment. 

The  fituation  of  Admiral  Keppel 
was  more  trying  and  difficult,  than 
any,  almoft,  that  man  can  expe¬ 
rience.  The  event  of  the  day,  and 
the  confequent  efcape  of  the  French 
fleet,  were  to  him,  matters  intoler¬ 
ably  grievous.  As  the  reward  of 
confummate  {kill,  and  the  mod  in- 
ceffant  induftry,  fortune,  after  live 
days  purfuit  of  his  enemy,  pre- 
fented  him  with  one  of  thofe  fail- 
opportunities,  which  fhe  fo  feldom 
offers,  of  doing  the  molt  fignal  fer- 
vice  to  his  country,  in  its  mod  cri¬ 
tical  exigency,  and  of  railing  his 
own  name  to  the  fummit  of  naval 
renown  and  glory.  To  ufe  his  own 
words,  he  hoped  to  have  made  the 
27th  of  July,  “  a  proud  day  to 
England.”  Ail  thefe  mighty  ad¬ 
vantages  to  his  country,  and  glo¬ 
rious  rewards  to  himfelf,  were,  jud 
when  they  appeared  within  his 
grafp,  unaccountably  ravilhed  from 
it.  The  adion  of  the  day  was  ho¬ 
nourable  to  Britifh  courage,  and  to 
Britilh  {kill.  But  the  fruits  of  both 
were  led.  The  vidiory  was  not  de- 
cifi  ve  ;  and  the  whole  French  fqua- 
dron  was  in  fafety  in  its  own  har¬ 
bour.  Murmurs  began  to  prevail 
through  the  whole  fleet.  In  Ply¬ 
mouth,  the  failure  of  a  complete 
yidtory  was  attributed  to  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  oldefl  and  elofed  friend,  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  In  Lon¬ 
don  his  own  condud  was  criticifed. 

The  admiral  had  feen  too  much 
of  men  and  of  fervice,  not  to  be 
difpbfed  to  make  great  allowances, 
for  thofe  bidden,  and  often  unac¬ 
countable,  momentary  weakneffes 
^nd  failures  of  the  mind,  to  which 
all  mankind,  in  a  leffer  or  greater 


degree,  are  at  certain  times  liable. 
His  veneration  to  his  profeffion? 
and  to  the  honour  of  the  navy, 
which  he  carried  to  a  pitch  border¬ 
ing  on  enthufiafm,  rendered  him 
exceedingly  tender,  with  refpedl  to 
calling  in  quedion  the  names  of 
officers  of  didindion.  Such  charges 
or  enquiries,  however  founded,  are 
apt  to  leave  a  digma  behind  :  and 
in  any  cafe,  he  would  have  thought 
it  hard,  that  the  well-earned  meed^s 
and  the  fair  character,  obtained  in 
a  life  of  hard  and  painful  fervice, 
Ihould  at  once  be  bladed,  by  the 
rigid  condrudion  of  a  Angle  ad,  or 
the  lapfe  or  weaknefs  of  a  moment. 
Fie  had  no  doubt  of  the  bravery  of 
his  vice-admiral,  and  he  did  not 
think  error  or  midake  fufficient 
grounds  for  fubjeding  him  to  fuch. 
an  ordeal.  His  nature  befides,  dif- 
pofed  hirn  to  think  favourably  of 
others ;  and  a  modification  of  the 
fame  difpofition,  rendered  him  in¬ 
tradable,  in  conceiving  evil  of  hi§ 
friends. 

If  on  the  other  hand  it  might  be 
jufily  faid,  that  no  private  confider- 
ations  or  motives  whatever,  were 
at  all  to  be  put  in  competition  with 
thofe  public  ties,  which  were  to 
operate  upon  him,  as  a  commander 
in  chief,  a  datefman,  and  a  lover 
of  his  country  ;  it  feemed  not  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fhew,  that  in  this  indance, 
his  public  duty  happily  coincided 
with  his  natural  difpofition  ;  and 
that  a  temperate  condud  was  the 
mod  per  fed  policy.  A  great  trod, 
and  no  lefs  public  expedation,  was 
repo  fed  in  him.  Untoward  and 
unhappy  as  the  prefent  event  was, 
it  was  dill  the  builnefs  of  a  wife 
man  to  conform  himfelf  to  his  fitu¬ 
ation  ;  and  it  was  no  lefs  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  than  it  mud  be 
the  inclination  of  a  man,  who  held 

the 
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the  interefts  of  his  country  dear  at 
his  heart,  not  to  be  warped  by  any 
jbye  motives,  or  by  any  perfonal  re- 
fentments,  from  ufing  every  means 
to  convert  that  fituation,  fuch  as 
it  was,  to  her  greateft  poffible  be¬ 
nefit. 

The  great  national  objeil  now 
before  him  w$s  ftrait  and  direil  ; 
and  that  confifted,  in  the  ufing 
every  poffible  exertion  for  rendering 
the  fleet  fit  for  immediate  fervice. 
This  was  only  to  be  attained  by 
temper  and  unanimity.  A  retro- 
fpeil  into  the  conduit  of  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  muft  necef- 
farily  have  fufpended  the  whole 
operations  of  the  fleet;  and  that 
not  only  in  the  midft  of  a  cam¬ 
paign,  but  in  one  of  the  mofl  pe¬ 
rilous  feafons  this  country  ever 
faw,  and  when  every  moment 
feemed  liable  to  the  produition  of 
the  mofl:  extraordinary  events.  The 
high  degree  of  power  and  favour 
in  which  that  officer  then  flood, 
and  the  official,  if  not  court  fup- 
port,  which  it  was  well  known  he 
would  receive  on  any  queflion,  all 
tended  to  render  the  meafure  ftill 
more  ineligible,  and  to  point  out 
the  pernicious  confequences  with 
refpeit  to  the  fervice,  and  of  courfe 
the  public  detriment  which  it  muft 
produce. 

The  commander  in  chief  accor¬ 
dingly,  with  admirable  temper, 
and  no  lefs  prudence,  conformed 
his  conduct  to  the  neceffity  of  his 
fituation ;  holding  up  the  public 
fecurity  and  interefts,  as  the  only 
objects  of  his  direction.  He  made 
no  charge  againft  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  and  what  feemed 
much  more  Angular,  that  officer, 
who  could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant 
of  fome  confiderable  part  of  the 
general  efteit  which  it  produced. 


and  whofe  honour  feemed  to  be 
particularly  touched  by  the  public 
meffage  delivered  by  Capt.  Wind- 
for,  as  well  as  by  other  circum- 
itances,  did  not  offer  any  apology 
for,  nor  enter  into  any  explanation 
of,  any  part  of  his  conduct. 

The  public  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  the  aition,  which  the 
admiral  was  neceffarily  to  write  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  which  was  of 
courfe  to  be  publilhed  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  became,  however  to  him,  a 
matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty.  It 
was  not  indeed  eafy  to  write  fuch 
an  account  of  that  tranfailion,  as 
would  be  fitting  to  meet  the  public 
eye,  and  to  undergo  its  inveftiga- 
tion,  without  a  recital  of  parti¬ 
culars,  which  it  would  have  been 
contrary  to  the  fyftem  of  conduit 
he  was  determined  to  purfue,  to 
have  brought  into  notice.  He, 
however,  chofe,  rather  to  fubmit 
a  letter  to  the  cenfure  and  criti- 
cifm  of  the  public,  than  to  depart 
from  that  line  of  aition  which  he 
had  laid  down.  The  letter  was 
very  fhort,  very  general,  and  very 
barren  of  information.  It  ftated 
fails  fo  far  as  it  went,  threw  no 
blame  upon  any  body,  and  com¬ 
mended  the  bravery  of  the  officers 
in  general,  and  of  the  two  vice 
admirals  in  particular, 

This  approbation  was,  how¬ 
ever,  afterwards  obferved  to  be 
only  applied  to  the  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  and  to  the  immediate 
time  of  the  aition  ;  the  fubfequent 
tranfailions  of  the  afternoon,  were, 
in  general,  thrown  into  the  fhade; 
and  the  caufes  that  prevented  a  re¬ 
newal  of  the  engagement,  were 
left  in  fuch  obfeyrity,  as  drew  go 
fmall  (hare  of  public  cenfure  upon 
the  admiral  himfelf.  Captain 
Faulknor,  who  was  the  bearer  of 

this 
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this  letter,  was,  however,  en- 
trufled  with  a  verbal  meflage  from 
his  admiral  to  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  which  feems  evidently 
to  have  been  intended  to  open  the 
way  for  farther  explanation,  if  the 
marine  minifier  had  required  it ; 
and  which  the  obfcurity  and  de¬ 
ficiency  of  the  public  letter  feemed 
to  demand.  The  meffage,  (which 
the  captain  repeated  twice  to  the 
minifier,  without  its  being  pro¬ 
ductive  either  of  obfervation  or  en¬ 
quiry)  was  in  the  following  words, 
viz.  “  Give  my  compliments  to 
“  Lord  Sandwich,  and  tell  him 

I  have  more  to  fay  to  him  than 
“  I  think  it  proper  to  put  in  my 
ti  public  letter;  and  if  it  is  his 
“  lordfhip’s  pleafure  to  a  Ik  me 
“  any  quellion,  I  am  ready  to  wait 
(f  on  him.” 

The  admiral  having  left  a  proper 
force  to  proteCl  the  homeward  trade, 
returned  to  Plymouth  to  refit.  He 
Toon  experienced  the  benefit  arifing 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  con¬ 
duct  which  he  had  purfued.  Una¬ 
nimity  prevailed  among  the  officers, 
and  every  exertion  was  ufed  in  get¬ 
ting  the  fleet  again  ready  for  fea. 
To  ufe  his  own  words  upon  his  de¬ 
fence,  by  ufing  the  difcretion  which 
he  thought  was  in  him,  he  pre- 
ferved  concord  in  the  fleet,  promp¬ 
titude  in  the  fervice,  and  dignity 
to  the  country.  In  the  mean  time 
a  letter  was  received  from  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  declaring  in  the  moll  ex¬ 
plicit  terms,  his  majefty’s  full  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  admiral’s  conduCl ; 
accompanied  with  the  congratula¬ 
tions  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
upon  his  victory. 
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The  fleet  afterwards  kept  the 
fea,  as  long  as  the  approaching 
winter  feafon  could  admit.  The 
French  fleet  had  alfo  got  out  of 
Brefl ;  and  ftill  purfued  the  fame 
principle  of  conduCl  in  avoiding 
aCtion,  which-  they  had  hitherto 
manifefted.  Inftead  of  directing 
their  courfe  where  they  were  fure 
of  encountering  an  enemy,  they 
made  their  way  to  the  fouthward, 
where  they  were  as  certain  of  meet¬ 
ing  none  ;  and  where  their  cruize 
could  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  than 
merely  that  of  parade.  Thus 
whilft  they  were  loitering  about 
Cape  Finifterre,  their  own  coafts 
and  the  bay  were  totally  aban¬ 
doned  to  the  Britifli  fleet,  who 
were  in  vain  endeavouring  to  ob¬ 
tain  intelligence  of  them.  And 
by  this  means,  whillt  our  own 
trade  arrived  from  the  different 
quarters  of  the  world,  in  a  date  of 
fecurity,  fcarcely  exceeded  by  that 
of  peace,  the  French  commerce  be¬ 
came  a  prey  to  our  cruizers,  in  a 
degree,  which  few  former  wars  have 
equalled  for  the  time. 

The  reception  which  the  admiral 
met  with  upon  his  return  from  fea, 
both  at  court  and  at  the  admiralty, 
equalled  the  moll  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  which  he  could  form,  from 
that  approbation  already  expreflfed 
of  his  conduCl.  By  his  Majefty, 
he  was  honoured  with  the  mod 
gracious  expreffions  of  fatisfaCtion, 
favour,  and  elteem  ;  and  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  firfl  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  was  not  lefs  flattering  in 
its  degree. 


CHAP# 
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CHAP.  V. 


Speech  from  the  throne .  Amendment  moved  to  the  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Great  Debates.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Op - 
pofition  to  the  addrefs  in  general ,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  but  no  amend¬ 
ment  propofed.  Addrefs  carried  upon  a  divijton.  Motion  to  addrefs  the 
Crown ,  in  the.  Houfe  of  Commons ,  for  a  difavowal  of  certain  pajfages  in 
the  late  manifefo  ijfued  by  the  CommiJJi oners,  at  New  York.  P’he  motion , 
after  long  debates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Similar  tnotion  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham ,  likewife  caufes  tnuch  debate ,  and  is  rejected 
upon  a  di-vifion .  Protef.  Circumfances ,  which  tended  to  the  ren¬ 
dering  the  late  adiion  off  Bref,  a  fubjedi  of  parliamentary  difcuffon . 
Admiral  Keppel ,  being  called  upon ,  gives  fame  account  of  that  bufnefs  in. 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Anfwered  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer.  Reply.  Court 
martial  ordered  for  the  trial  cf  Admiral  Keppel.  Conduct  of  the 
admiralty  cenjured  and  fupported :  Spue fi  on,  relative  to  the  dijcre- 
creticnary  powers  of  that  board ,  much  agitated.  Bill  brought  in  and 
puffed,  for  the  holding  of  the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel  on  Jhore ,  ( in  con - 
fidera.tion  of  his  ill  fate  of  health)  infead  of  its  being  held  a  board  jhip, 
as  before  prej'cribed  by  the  law.  Recejs. 


MANY  circumflances  contri¬ 
buted  to  render  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion 
on  which  we  are  now 
to  enter,  an  objeCt  of  peculiar  ex¬ 
pectation  to  the  public.  The  clofe 
of  the  ftrft  campaign  of  a  war  with 
France,  opened  a  wide  field  for 
difcuffion,  as  well  as  fpeculation. 
The  principal  officers  who  had  held 
commands  in  America,  were  now 
returned  to  their  feats  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  The  Commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  under  an  aCt  of  the  laft 
feffion  to  fettle  the  dilturbances  in 
America,  were  likewife  returned. 
And  altho’  the  unfortunate  event 
of  the  propofitions  was  w'ell  known, 
much  information,  with  regard  to 
the  military,  as  well  as  to  the  civil 
affairs  of  that  country,  was  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  ability  and  flations 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  joined 
jn  the  commiffion.  An  opinion  of 


Nov.  26 
1778. 


certain  differences  between  the 
commiffioners  and  commanders, 
excited  the  curiofity  of  all  men  ; 
people  being  ever  fure  to  look  on 
with  a  peculiar  intereft,  when  the 
importance  of  public  queftions  is 
enlivened  by  a  mixture  of  perfonai 
anecdote. 

The  fpeech  from  the  throne  was 
replete  with  complaints,  of  the 
unexampled  and  unprovoked  hofti- 
lity  of  the  court  of  France.  With 
regard  to  the  events  of  the  war,  it 
was  fhort  and  inexplicit.  Ground¬ 
ing  the  hopes  of  fuccefs  on  future 
exertions,  on  the  date  of  prepara¬ 
tion,  and  on  the  fpirit  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  more  than  on  the  aCtions  of 
the  campaign;  which  were  alluded 
to  with  acoldnefs,  that  might  eafily 
be  conftrued  into  cenfure.  Notice 
was,  however,  taken  of  the  pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  commerce,  and 
of  the  large  reprifals  made  upon 
the  injurious  aggreflors. 

The 
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The  profeflions  of  neutral  powers 
were  reprefented  as  friendly ;  but 
their  armaments  fufpicious — The 
failure  of  the  conciliatory  meafures, 
was  regretted — The  necellity  of  ac¬ 
tive  exertions  by  fea  and  land, 
pointed  out  by  the  fituation  of  af¬ 
fairs,  was  urged  in  general  terms, 
without  lpecifying  any  plan  of  ope¬ 
rations — With  regard  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  a  total  filence  was  ob- 
ferved. 

The  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  with  the  ufual  profef- 
jlons  of  attachment  and  fupport, 
repeated,  in  nearly  the  fame  ex- 
preffions,  the  feniiments  contained 
in  the  fpeech.  The  oppofition 
moved  to  fubditute,  in  the  place  of 
part  of  the  addrefs,  the  following 
*  amendment- — tf  To  allure  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  with  the  trued  zeal  for 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
warmed:  affedtion  for  his  Majedy’s 
perfon  and  family,  the  Houfe  was 
ready  to  give  the  mod  ample  fup¬ 
port  to  fuch  meafures  as  might  be 
thought  necedary  for  the  defence 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  or  for  fruftra- 
ting  the  defigns  of  that  redlefs 
power,  which  has  fo  often  didurbed 
the  peace  of  Europe ;  but  that 
they  thought  it  one  of  their  mod 
important  duties,  in  the  prefent 
melancholy  podure  of  affairs,  to 
enquire  by  what  fatal  councils, 
and  unhappy  fydems  of  policy, 
this  country  had  been  reduced  from 
that  fplendid  dtuation,  which  in 
the  early  part  of  his  Majedy’s 
reign,  made  her  the  envy  of  ail 
Europe,  to  fuch  a  dangerous  date, 
as  that  which  had  of  late  called 
forth  our  utmod  exertions,  without 
any  adequate  benefit.” 

It  was  contended  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition,  that  if  the  unanimity, 
fo  drongly  recommended  by  the 
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propofers  of  the  addrefs,  was  in¬ 
deed  an  infallible  refource  in  the 
ruin  of  public  affairs,  the  mi- 
nifiers,  it  mud  be  owned,  had 
ufed  every  means  to  induce  the 
people  to  concur  in  its  necefiity. 
But,  they  faid,  that  the  utility  of 
a  general  concurrence  in  any  mea- 
fure,  depended  entirely  upon  the 
wifdom  of  the  meafure  in  quedion. 
That  the  approbation  of  meafures 
mud  be  either  retrofpc&ive,  or  pro- 
fpedtive.  With  regard  to  the  fird, 
no  plans  already  executed,  could 
be  affected  by  any  fubfequent  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion.  With  regard 
to  the  latter,  as  no  plan  for  the 
conduct  of  the  war  was  announced 
in  the  fpeech,  or  even  hinted  at  by 
miniders,  to  agree  to  unanimity 
upon  an  object  not  yet  propofed, 
was  perfedtiy  abfurd.  Then  what 
was  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  unani¬ 
mity,  but  the  recommendation  of 
a  fetof  men,  who  were  known  to 
agree  with  each  other  in  no  one 
article,  of  difpofition,  principle, 
council,  or  adtion  ?  Unanimity, 
they  faid,  was  a  plaufible  and  fpe- 
cious  word,  but  the  thing  could 
hardly  ever  exid  ;  becaufe  the  wife 
and  the  ignorant  would  always 
differ  ;  and  if  it  ever  fhould  take 
place,  infinite  mifchief  would  en- 
fue,  as  that  could  only  happen 
through  the  prevalence ofobdinacy, 
which  is  the  natural  and  condant 
companion  of  folly.  That,  in  the 
prefent  indance,  it  would  ferve 
only  to  give  fandtion  to  the  pad, 
and  energy  to  the  future  blunders 
of  adminidration  ;  and  to  commit 
the  fate  of  the  nation  in  a  new  and 
dill  more  dangerous  war  to  the 
inability  of  the  fame  men,  who 
had  in  fo  wretched,  and  fo  ruinous 
a  manner  conducted  the  old.  That? 
to  concur  in  an  addrefs,  which 

conveyed 
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conveyed  any  idea  of  the  flighteil 
fatisfaftion  in  the  prefent  minillers, 
inftead  of  producing  vigour  in  our 
own  exertions,  or  terror  in  our  ene¬ 
mies,  would  only  ferve  to  fill  Eng- 
lifhmen  with  defpair,  and  French¬ 
men  with  joy  and  confidence,  at 
feeing  that  the  deliberative  go¬ 
vernment  was  as  abjeft  as  the  exe¬ 
cutive  was  contemptible,  and  that 
the  incapacity  of  the  one,  could 
only  be  equalled  by  the  fervility  of 
the  other. 

Confidering  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  merely  as  the  words  of  the 
minifter,  it  was  infilled,  that  it  ad¬ 
vanced  an  abfolute  falfehood.  For 
the  fpeech  aliened,  that  our  arms 
had  not  been  attended  with  the 
fuccefs,  which  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe,  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer¬ 
tions,  feemed  to  promife.  But 
they  infilled,  that  the  fuccefs  was 
far  greater  than  could  have  been 
expefted,  confidering  the  inferio¬ 
rity  of  our  fleets,  and  the  Ihame- 
ful  tardinefs  of  our  preparations. 
That,  taking  in  thefe  circum- 
flances,  our  efcaping  in  any  man¬ 
ner  from  ruin  or  difgrace,  might 
well  be  accounted  as  a  very  high 
degree  of  good  fortune;  and  in¬ 
deed,  as  far  exceeding  all  rational 
expectation.  And  that  confequent- 
ly,  “  the  fpeech  not  only  aflerted  a 
falfehood,  but  that  it  alfo  threw  a 
falfe,  unjult,  and  illiberal  Hander, 
on  the  commanders  in  the  fervice 
of  the  crown  ;  loading  them  with 
a  cenfure  which  ought  to  fall  on 
the  minillers  alone. ” 

They  further  urged,  that  the 
fpeech  included  no  lefs  than  a  di¬ 
re  £1  libel  upon  parliament,  in  cal¬ 
ling  the  late  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  to  pacify  America,  the 
plans  of  parliament.  That  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  commiflioners  at  Phi- 
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ladelphia,  without  any  knowledge 
of  the  intention  to  evacuate  that 
city,  had  faddled  them  from  the 
beginning  with  the  dillruft  which 
was  held  of  their  immediate  em¬ 
ployers,  and  had  taken  away  that 
appearance  of  opennefs,  and  that 
opinion  of  confidence  and  autho¬ 
rity,  which  form  'the  neceflary 
foundation  of  every  treaty  and 
every  pacification.  It  was  alked, 
whether  the  glaring  abfurdity  of 
that  conduft  was  the  plan  of  par¬ 
liament?  Or  was  parliament  cal¬ 
led  together  every  winter  for  no 
other  purpofe,  than  to  relieve  the 
minillers  from  the  yearly  burthen 
of  difgrace,  which  was  the  certain 
refult  of  all  their  meafures. 

The  conciliatory  propofitions 
themfelves  were  arraigned,  as  be¬ 
ing  at  once,  humiliating  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  unfatisfaftory  to  Ame¬ 
rica.  But,  it  was  aflerted,  that 
notwithllanding  its  defefts  and  ab¬ 
furdity,  the  adoption  of  that 
fcheme  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
wholly  ufelefs — For  it  had  cut  up 
by  the  roots,  every  fallacious  ar¬ 
gument,  by  which  minillers  had 
beguiled  the  nation  into  the  fatal 
American  war,  by  the  univerfal 
furrender  of  all  its  objefts. 

With  regard  to  the  fyllem  to  be 
recommended  in  the  conduft  of 
the  war,  oppofition  feemed  to  hold 
no  fecond  opinion,  and  to  call  out, 
as  with  one  voice — Attack  France 
— France,  faid  they,  entered  into 
alliance  with  America  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  interell.  When  Ihe  finds 
herfelf  vigoroufly  attacked,  and 
feels  the  heavy  impreflions  of  war, 
with  all  their  confequences  and 
diftrelfes,  in  her  own  dominions. 
Hie  will  grow  weary  of  the  profpecl 
of  remote  and  uncertain  advan¬ 
tages,  and  abandon  an  ally,  from 
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whom  fhe  receives  nothing  but  a 
participation  of  war  and  calamity. 

• — On  the  other  hand,  they  faid, 
the  fpiritof  America  is  fuftained  by 
the  powerful  incentives,  both  of 
liberty  and  felf-prefervation .  Every 
effort  we  make  to  fubdue  that 
fpirit,  drives  our  colonies  ftill  more 
into  the  arms  of  France  ;  who,  in 
the  mean  time,  feels  no  inconve¬ 
nience  from  the  protection  fhe  af¬ 
fords.  And  confequently,  every 
drop  of  Engliih  blood  which  we 
Ihed  in  America,  ferves  only  to 
cement  an  alliance,  fatal  to  the 
power  and  happinefs  of  the  Britifh 
empire. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  friends  of 
adminiftration  feemed  rather  to  fol¬ 
low  the  example  of  the  fpeech,  by 
declining  to  enter  into  a  difcuffion 
of  the  policy  of  the  American  war: 
either,  becaufe  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  avow  the  determination 
they  had  made  in  their  own  minds, 
or  that  they  chofe  to  leave  them- 
felves  open,  to  embrace  whatever 
fyftem  of  conduCl,  the  neceffity  of 
affairs  might  hereafter  require.  But 
upon  the  pail  conduCl  of  the  war, 
and  the  preparation  and  diftribu- 
tion  of  the  armaments  employed  in 
the  fummer,  they  entered  into  a 
detailed  juftification. 

They  faid,  that  if  the  fleet  un¬ 
der  Admiral  Byron,  had  been  fent 
out  earlier  than  it  was,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  would  have  been  given  to 
the  fleet  under  M.  d’Eflaing,  to 
have  joined  that  at  Breft ;  and 
thereby,  that  France  would  have 
obtained  a  fupcriority  in  the  Chan¬ 
nel.  That  fuch  a  conduct  would 
have  left  us  in  a  ftate  of  weaknefs 
at  home,  of  which  it  would-be  im- 
poflible  that  the  enemy  fhould  not 
take  advantage.  That,  by  main¬ 
taining  the  fuperiority  in  the  chan¬ 


nel,  we  prevented  France  from 
making  our  own  feas,  the  fcene  of 
her  exertions ;  and  in  a  manner 
obliged  her  to  detach  and  divide 
her  forces.  And,  what  nation 
would  not,  if  fhe  could,  keep  the 
feat  of  war  at  a  diflance  from  her 
own  territories? 

It  was  likewife  contended,  that 
the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
was  a  meafure  dictated  by  the 
founded:  principles  of  policy.  For, 
they  faid,  that  on  the  acceflion  of 
France  to  this  war,  the  defence  of 
our  own  iflands,  and  the  attacking 
hers,  became  an  ohjeCt,  though, 
not,  as  the  oppofition  would  have 
it,  an  exclufive  objeCt.  That  this 
of  neceffity  drew  off  a  conflderable 
body  of  our  troops ;  and  the  grand 
army  being  thus  weakened,  it  had 
been  judged  neceffary  to  diminifli 
the  extent  of  our  line,  in  order  to 
unite  and  compaCt  our  forces. 
That,  it  was  too  well  known  to 
require  argument  or  proof,  that 
the  operation  of  a  clofely  united 
force  was  far  more  efficacious,  ferv- 
ing  at  once  to  imprefs  terror,  and 
to  overpower  refinance,  than  if  it 
had  been  weakened  by  extern  flon. 
and  diflance.  That,  to  garrifon 
every  town  on  the  continent  of 
America,  was  an  undertaking  for 
which  no  army  could  fuffice  ;  and 
that  an  attempt  of  the  fort,  was 
certainly  not  the  method,  by  which 
any.  man.  could  hope  to  crufh  the 
prefent  rebellion.  It  being  there¬ 
fore  neceffary  to  compaCt  the  forces, 
into  one  body,  the  only  queflion 
was,  when  one  or  the  other  muft 
be  adopted,  whether  New  York 
or  Penfylvania  fhould  be  aban¬ 
doned  ?  And,  faid  they,  what  rea- 
fon  Could  be  affigned  for  colleCling 
the  whole  army  into  Philadelphia? 
The  fttuation.  is  not  near  fo  central 
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with  regard  to  the  colonies  as  New 
York  ;  nor  is  it  near  To  convenient 
in  other  refpedls,  whether  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
fleet,  the  receiving  of  fupplies,  or 
to  the  general  operations  of  the 
war. 

Thefe  arguments  muft  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  fatisfa&ory  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  in  queftion.  But 
the  oppofers  of  adminiftration  were 
too  acute,  not  to  turn  them  to 
their  own  advantage.  They  ac¬ 
cordingly  aflerted,  that  th.e  j vilifi¬ 
cation  of  the  individual  meaiure, 
was  the  full  condemnation  of  the 
whole  fyftem  from  which  it  arofe. 
That  the  advocates  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  had  themfelves  now 
fully  demonftrated  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  fuccefs.  For  they  had 
fliewn,  that  every  advance  which 
the  army  could  majce  in  America, 
reduced  it  to  this  alternative,  ei¬ 
ther,  by  retaining  the  acquifition 
to  divide  and  debilitate  its  own 
ftrength,  or  elfe  to  Hand  expofed 
to  the  difgrace  and  mortification, 
by  treading  back  their  own  fteps, 
to  fhew  the  inutility  of  all  their 
labours.  That  no  man  could 
dream  of  conquering  a  continent, 
by  fitting  down  in  a  Angle  town. 
That  therefore,  while  the  nation 
perfifted  in  carrying  on  an  offenfive 
war  in  America,  whether  our  ar¬ 
my  advanced,  whether  it  retreated, 
or  whether  it  flood  ftill,  the  effeCt 
would  be  the  fame ;  a  fruitlefs, 
hopelefs,  expenfive,  and  cruel,  be- 
caufe  unneceflary,  war. 

Although  the  miniflers  were  ob- 
ferved  to  decline  entering  into  a 
fubjeCt,  which  had  already  been 
fo  often,  and  fo  thoroughly^  de¬ 
bated,  and  upon  which  their  ad- 
verfaries  always  fhev/ed  a  defire  to 
prefs  them,  there  arofe  from  a 


new  and  unexpected  quarter,  an 
advocate  for  the  continuation,  of 
the  fyftem  of  coercion.  One  of 
the  gentlemen  employed  in  the 
late  commiflion  to  America,  whe¬ 
ther  the  information  he  received 
in  that  country  induced  him  to 
con^de  in  the  operation  of  force, 
or  whether  a  nearer  view  of  the 
objeCt,  mixed  with  a  fenfe  of  dif- 
appointment  at  the  failure  of  one 
plan  of  pacification,  had  animated 
him  with  the  hopes  of  conqueft,  in 
a  long  fpeech,  here  and  there  in- 
terfperfed  with  fome  expreflions  of 
diffidence,  ftrongly  urged  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  an  offenfive  war  with. 
America. 

Fie  faid  his  view  had  always 
been,  that  force  fhould  accom¬ 
pany  conceflion,  and  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  fhould  fee  in  this  countrv, 
a  manly  determined  fpirit  of  per- 
feverance:  that  thereby  they  might 
be  moved  to  confider  well,  be¬ 
tween  the  evils  of  war  in  a  dubious 
conteft,  and  the  immediate  advan¬ 
tages  of  peace  upon  honourable 
and  advantageous  terms.  He  faid, 
it  was  neceflary  to  confirm  the 
minds  of  your  friends,  as  well  as 
to  terrify  your  enemies;  that  he 
believed  two  thirds  of  the  people 
of  America,  fully  defu'ed  to  re¬ 
turn  to  their  antient  connection 
with  Great  Britain  ;  that  nothing 
but  a  furroundmg  army,  and  the 
diffidence  they  had  in  the  fupport 
of  government,  prevented  that 
fpirit  from  breaking  out  into  aCts 
of  hoftility  with  the  Congrefs. 
And,  that  therefore,  the  failure 
of  the  conciliatory  plans,  was  to 
be  imputed  to  the  fudden  retreat 
of  the  army  from  Philadelphia,  and 
not  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  Englifh 
intereft  there. 


Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  the  general  ten¬ 
dency  of  that  gentleman’s  fpeech. 
in  favour  of  the  views  of  admi- 
niftration,  he  declared,  that  he 
did  not  imagine  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  were  able  to  draw  forth  rhe 
refources  which  England  afforded, 
or  to  apply  them  with  ability  fuf- 
iicient,  to  compafs  fo  important  an 
objedt  as  the  reduction  of  the  difo- 
bedient  provinces.  But  on  the 
other  hand  he  was  afraid,  that 
thofe  who  were  likely  to  fucceed 
them,  although  they  might  be 
poffeffed  of  greater  capacity,  and 
more  of  the  public  confidence,  were 
too  defirous  of  furrendering  all  the 
objedls  of  theconted,  without  any 
ilruggle,  at  all  equal  to  the  antient 
reputation  of  England.  That,  he 
acknowledged  the  iituation  to  be 
extremely  perilous,  and  the  danger 
great ;  but  that  on  fuch  occafions, 
the  noble  qualities  of  the  human 
mind,  perfeverance,  fortitude,  and 
the  love  of  our  country,  thine  in 
their  greeted:  ludre. 

After  a  very  long  and  vehement 
debate,  the  Houfe  at  length  di¬ 
vided,  about  half  pad:  two  in  the 
morning,  when  the  amendment 
was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  226, 
to  a  107. 

The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  was  neceffarily  fupported 
upon  much  the  fame  ground  with 
that  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  numerous  public  and  private 
virtues  of  the  fovereign  were  largely 
expatiated  upon,  in  order  to  place 
in  the  dronged  point  of  view,  the 
obftinacy,  ingratitude,  and  bafe- 
mefs,  of  his  rebellious  fubjedts  in 
America ;  whilft  the  royal  good 
faith  with  refpedt  to  foreign  na¬ 
tions,  and  his  Majedy’s  religious 
adherence  to  treaties,  were  no  lefs 
ffrongly  contraded  with  the  per¬ 


fidious  conduct  of  France.  The 
ufual  arguments  were  ufed  for 
unanimity,  and  perfeverance  in 
the  American  war  ;  for  the  fird, 
from  the  national  danger  ;  for  the 
fecond,  from  the  lofs  of  honour 
and  fafety  which  mud  be  fudained 
in  abandoning  that  great  conti¬ 
nent  to  France, 

On  the  other  fide,  the  lords  lit 
oppofition  propofed  no  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  addrefs ;  but  con¬ 
demning  it  entirely  in  all  its 
parts,  (as  they  did  the  matter  of 
the  fpeech  itfelf)  would  put  ail 
abfolute  negative  on  the  whole. 
Here  too  the  topics  were  in  gene¬ 
ral  fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  in  the  o~ 
ther  Houfe.  Enquiry,  they  faidrf 
full  and  complete  enquiry,  into 
the  condudt  of  the  war,  and  into 
the  real  date  of  public  affairs,  was 
now  the  proper  and  immediate 
object  of  parliament.  This  was 
no  feafon  for  fending  the  voice  of 
adulation  to  the  throne.  It  was 
now  a  matter  of  neceffity,  that 
the  eyes  of  the  Sovereign  fhould 
be  opened  to  the  real  date  of  his 
affairs ;  and  it  would  be  diflioneft 
to  himfelf,  as  well  as  treafon  to 
the  date,  to  conceal  any  part  of 
the  dangers  of  his  duration.  The 
arguments  ufed  for  promoting  the 
addrefs,  appeared  to  them  to  be 
cogent  arguments  for  enquiry. 
The  lofs  of  our  honour,  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  nation,  the  difcontents 
in  every  part  of  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions,  and  the  diffentions  in  the 
navy  and  army,  originating  in  the 
ill  conduct  of  government,  called 
for  difcufiion  and  remedy.  They 
did,  and  could  only  originate, 
from  a  weak  and  a  wicked  fydem 
of  government.  A  fydem  found¬ 
ed  upon  falfe  principles  jf  upheld 
by  obdinacy,  folly,  and  error,  if 
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flot  by  malice;  and  inevitably 
tending  by  its  own  nature  to  ruin 
and  delfruCtion.  This  fydem, 
they  faid ,  mud  be  totally  effaced* 
new  men  and  new  measures  mull 
be  adopted,  before  any  fuccefs 
can  be  rationally  expected  in  war, 
or  fecurity  or  honour  in  peace. 

The  lords  in  admi^idration  could 
not  refrain  from  expreffing  their  a- 
flo'nifhment  at  the  new  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  meaiure,  of  attempting  to 
reject  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  to 
the  throne,  without  a  fubditution 
of  any  other  in  its  room.  An 
amendment,  they  faid,  of  any  of 
the  parts,  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  ;  or  if  it  had  even  extend¬ 
ed  to  an  alteration  of  the  whole, 
both  as  to  matter  and  purpofe,  it 
would  not  have  excited  furprize  ; 
but  the  attempt  to  put  a  direCl 
and  unqualified  negative  upon  the 
whole  addrefs,  without  offering  or 
intending  any  other  in  its  room, 
was  a  meafure,  probably  une¬ 
qualled  in  the  hidory  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  It  was  fitting,  they  faid, 
to  examine,  what  degree  of  confe- 
quence  the  import  of  this  uncon¬ 
ditional  negative  would  amount 
to.  His  Majedy  comes  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  feek  the  aid  of  his  people, 
for  repelling  and  defeating  the 
perfidious  and  dangerous  defigns 
of  France,  openly  leagued  with 
our  own  rebellious  fubjeCls,  for 
the  fubverlion  of  his  date  and 
government.  What  anfwer  does 
the  propofed  negative  make  to  this 
requisition.  It  will  fubilandally 
declare  to  all  Europe,  that  we  are 
determined  to  afford  him  neither 
aid  nor  fupport  againil  his  trea¬ 
cherous  enemies  ;  and  that  his  do¬ 
minions  are  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
France. 

The  grounds  of  the  costed  be- 
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tween  this  country  and  America, 
were  now,  they  faid,  totally  (hift- 
ed  ;  it  was  no  longer  a  quedion, 
as  formerly,  whether  that  conti¬ 
nent  was  worth  the  rifque  and  ex-<- 
pence  of  recovering,  as  a  part  of 
the  Bmifll  dominions  ;  but  the 
quedion  now  was,  whether  we 
fhouid  fink  without  refidance,  un¬ 
der  the  joint  force  of  France  and 
America,  and  fubmit  to  whatever 
terms  they  were  pleafed  to  dic¬ 
tate,  or  whether  we  fhouid  en¬ 
deavour  by  the  mod  vigorous  ex¬ 
ertions,  at  once  to  punifn  our 
traiterous  and  perfidious  foes,  and 
by  diffolving  their  unnatural  con¬ 
junction,  to  redore  the  former 
unity,  power,  and  fplendour  of 
the  empire.  For  as  affairs  now 
Food,  it  was  impoffible,  they  faid, 
to  feparate  France  and  America, 
even  in  idea,  as  to  any  purpofe 
or  confequence  of  the  war;  and 
thus,  every  conceffion  made  to  the 
latter,  would  either  afford  a  direCt 
and  fubdantial  aid,  or  convey  a 
bafe  fubmiflion  to  France* 

It  was  by  no  means  a  fair  infe¬ 
rence,  they  faid,  that  becaufe 
from  adverfe  accidents,  and  cir- 
cumdances  not  forefeen  or  pro¬ 
vided  againd,  we  had  not  yet 
met  with  that  degree  of  fuccef3, 
which  our  exertions  afforded  rea- 
fon  for  expeCting,.  all  coercion, 
was  therefore  impracticable.  A* 
merica  irretrievably  lod,  and  this 
country  incapable  of  longer  fup- 
porting  the  war.  The  real  faCts 
would  be  found  in  the  direCt 
reverfe  of  thefe  propofitions.  A- 
merica  was  yet  far  from  being  in¬ 
vulnerable  |  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  did  great ;  and  her 
fpirit  was  in  no  degree  broken* 
They  faid  alfo,  that  it  was  equally 
illiberal  and  unjud,  to  charge 
[T]  .thofe 
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thofe  accidents  and  misfortunes,  to 
which  all  military  events  are  fub- 
jedi,  to  the  want  of  judgment  or 
ability,-  in  the  defi-gn.  or  condu-61 
of  the  war. 

Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft, 
they  entered  (as  the  miniders  had 
done  in  the  Houle  of  Commons) 
into  fome  detail,  and  fome  de¬ 
fence,  of  pad  meafures  and  con¬ 
duct.  The  fird  Lord  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  dir.efily  denied  the  fadt, 
as  to  that  fallen,  and  aimed  an¬ 
nihilated  date  of  the  navy,  which 
had  been  fo  drongly  urged  by  a 
noble  lord  (in  his  profeffional  line) 
on  the  other  fide.  He  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  we  had  been  much 
too  How  both  in  our  naval  and 
military  preparations  ;  but  this 
tardinefs  he  attributed,  partly  to 
the  nature  of  our  government, 
partly  to  a  midaken  lenity,  and 
partly,  to  the  affording  a  greater 
depree  of  credit  to  the  affurances 

O 

of  other  powers,  than  the  event 
f  he  wed  they  were  entitled  to. 

The  lords,  on  that  fide,  faid, 
that  they  had  no  objeftion  to  en¬ 
quiries,  provided  that  they  were 
properly  founded,  fpecidcaliy  di- 
redted,,  and  brought  on  in  a  proper 
feafon..  But  they  likewife  ob- 
ferved,  that  enquiries  into  the 
conduct  of  men  in  high  d-ations, 
were  matters  of  a  ferioas  nature  ; 
and  as  they  neceffarily  implied 
fome  foundation  for  cenfure, 
fhould  not  be  lightly  taken  up, 
nor  wantonly  played  with.  They 
concluded,  that  the  fpeech  im¬ 
ported  no  more,  than  a  commu¬ 
nication  to  parliament  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  kingdom  from  the  per¬ 
fidy  of  France  ;  the  addrefs  went 
no  further,  than  a  general  decla¬ 
ration  to  fupport  his  Majefty  in  a 
war  againd  France  j  a  diredt  and 


unqualified  negative  to  the  wholfor 
would  not  only  amount  to  a  refu- 
fal  of  that  fupport,  but  would  like¬ 
wife  include  a  fubmiffion  to  all 
the  machinations,  claims,  or  inju¬ 
ries,  to  be  framed  or  offered  by  that 
infidious  power.  Could  it  then 
be  a  quedion  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  they  should  allure  his  Ma- 
jsdy  of  their  ready  fupport  under 
the  prefent  alarming  circum- 
dances  ?  If  a  war  with  America, 
fhould  be  involved  in  a  refi-ftance 
to  the  perfidious  and  indolent  de¬ 
mands  of  France,  that  was  not 
imputable  either  to  the  miniders,. 
to  parliament,  or  to  the  nation  at 
large..  The  war  was  juft  ^  and  it 
was  now  become  a  matter  of  ab- 
folute  neceflky. 

To  this  the  lords  in  opposition 
replied,  that  refufing  to  addrefs- 
conveyed  no  negative  to  the  fup¬ 
port  of  any  fydem  of  war  or  poli¬ 
ticks.  Rut  it  conveyed,  what 
they  meant  it  fhould  convey,  their 
fulled  determination,  not  to  give 
the  fmalled  degree  of  credit  or 
fupport  to  the  prefent  Miniders, 
of  whofe  incapacity  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  any  fydem,  they  were  al¬ 
ready  (as  they  faid)  convinced,,  by 
the  mod  conclufive  and  the  moil* 
melancholy  experience. 

The  addrefs  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  6-7 
lords,  who  fupported  the  motion, 
to  35-,  who  propofed  a  total  ne¬ 
gative  to  the  whole.. 

A-  copy  of  the  late  valedidlory 
manifefto  and  proclamation  iffued 
by  the  Commifiioners  in  New- 
York,  having  appeared  in  one  of 
the  public  papers  foon  after  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  fome  oF 
thofe  paffages  in  that  piece,  which 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
take  notice  of,  drew  the  attention 

cf 
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©f  the  oppofition  in  both  Houfes, 
and  induced  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  in  the  one,  and  Mr. 
Coke,  member  for  Norfolk,  in 
the  other,  to  move  for  authentic 
copies  of  the  original  inftrument, 
as  a  foundation  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  fubjedl. 

Dec  a  th  A  C0U  of  the  Pr0" 

A  '  ciamation  of  the  3d 

of  October  being  accordingly  laid 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
Mr.  Coke  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majefty,  exprefting  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  parliament  at  certain 
paffages  of  the  manifefto,  which, 
being  pointed  out  as  particularly 
exceptionable,  were  recited  in  the 
body  of  the  propofed  addrefs  ; 
and  declaring  it,  to  be  the  fenfe 
of  the  Houfe,  that  the  Com- 
miftioners  had  no  authority  what- 
foever,  under  the  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
had  received  their  appointment, 
to  hold  out  any  fuch  declaration  : 
nor  could  that  Houfe  be  eafily 
brought  to  believe,  that  they  had 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from 
his  Majefly’s  inftruClions.  That 
thofe  Commiffioners  were  fent  on¬ 
ly  to  make  peace,  and  not  to  de¬ 
clare  the  mode  of  making  war; 
even  if  the  mode  itfelf  had  been 
lefs  contradictory  to  the  whole 
purpofe  of  their  appointment. 

It  was  therefore  requeued,  “  that 
“  fo  much  of  the  manifelto  as 
“  contained  the  faid  declaration, 
be  forthwith  publickly  difa- 
vowed  by  his  Majefty,  as~  con¬ 
taining  matter,  inconftftent  with 
the  humanity  and  generous 
courage,  which,  in  all  times, 
have  diftinguiflied  the  Britifh 
nation  ;  fubverfive  of  the  max¬ 
ims  which  have  been  eftablifhed 
among  chriftian  and  civilized 
communities ;  derogatory  to  the 
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“  dignity  of  the  crown  of  this 
“  realm  ;  tending  to  debafe  the 
“  fpirit,  and  to  fubvert  the  dif- 
i(  cipline  of  his  Mnjefty’s  armies# 
fC  and  to  expofe  his  innocent' fub- 
“  je&s,  in  all  parts  of  his  domi- 
fS  nions,  to  cruel  and  ruinous  re- 
“  caliations.” 

The  motion  was  ftrongly  fup- 
ported  by  the  oppofition  in  gene¬ 
ral,  as  well  as  by  the  mover,  upon 
the  ground  of  good  policy  and 
felf-prefervation,  as  well  as  on 
the  principles  of  humanity,  civili¬ 
zation,  and  religion.  They  faid, 
that  if  we  intended  to  let  the  ex¬ 
ample,  of  overthrowing  all  the 
rules,  and  compaCls,  which  civi¬ 
lization  and  chriftianity  had  efta¬ 
blifhed  among  mankind,  for  lef- 
fening  the  horrors  and  alleviating 
the  calamities  of  war,  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  new  and  cruel 
fyftem  of  hoftility,  it  was  abfo- 
lutely  neceftary,  that  we  fhould 
be  armed  at  all  points,  and  every 
where  prepared,  to  abide  the  iftue, 
and  to  repel  the  confequences. 
They  alked,  if  this  was  the  cafe 
at  prefen  t  ? 

They  ftated,  that  the  northern 
coafts  of  England,  and  all  thofe 
of  Scotland,  were  expofed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  moft  contemptible 
enemy.  That  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  was  on  every  fide  open 
and  defencelefs.  That  fingle 
American  privateers  had  alrea¬ 
dy  fuccefsfully  landed  on  our 
coafts ;  and  that  even  the  Houfes 
of  our  nobility  had  not  efcaped 
their  depredations.  Thefe  were 
armed  with  all  the  powers  necef- 
fary  for  carrying  the  “  extremes 
of  war  and  defolation,,  into  their 
fevereft  degree  of  execution  ;  but 
even  thefe  freebooters,  who  arc 
of  an  order  generally  conftder- 
ed  as  being  in  a  great  meafurc 
[T].z  lawle& 
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lawlefs  in  war,  felt  themfelves 
bound  by  thofe  compaXs  edabliffi- 
ed  between  nations,  and  refpeXed 
thofe  laws  and  rights  of  humanity, 
which  this  once  great  and  civi¬ 
lized  nation,  not  only  intends  to 
violate,  but  threatens,  by  the 
mouth  of  her  commiflioners,  fo 
far  as  in  her  lies,  totally  to  an¬ 
nihilate.  They,  however,  found 
themfelves  happy*  they  faid,  in 
having  an  opportunity  of  declar¬ 
ing  to  their  country  and  to  pode- 
rity,  that  they  had  no  (hare  in 
bringing  forward  the  calamities, 
which  an  avowal  of  the  inhuman 
and  barbarous  principles  of  the 
manifedo  mud  draw  upon  the 
nation* 

This  war,  they  faid,  had  been 
Snndioufly  and  condantly  called  by 
Miniders  the  war  of  Parliament ; 
but  was  parliament  to  be  loaded 
with  the  obloquy  of  conducing  it 
in  a  manner,  which  could  only  fit 
the  ideas  of  a  Cherokee  or  Onon- 
dago  favage.  Parliament  had  held 
forth  the  mild  terms  of  peace ; 
but  furely  it  mud  be  equally  falfe 
and  unjud,  and  confidered  as  a 
libel  of  the  bittered  nature,  to 
charge  it  with  calling  to  its  affid- 
ance  the  tomohawk  and  fcalping- 
knife,  as  indruments  of  reconcili¬ 
ation  ;  or  of  threatening  death 
and  defolution  to  the  innocent 
multitude  in  America,  if  they  did 
not  perform  impoffibilities.  For 
fuch,  they  faid,  were  the  condi¬ 
tions,  annexed  to  the  threats  held 
out  to  them.  The  multitude,  if 
they  would  efcape  the  extremes  of 
war,  were  immediately  to  abandon 
home,  country,  property,  all  the 
natural  connexions,  and  all  the 
commodities  of  life,  and  emigrate 
from  the  rcmoted  parts,  through 
roads  which  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  pafis,  and  countries 


which  they  would  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  efiter,  until,  in  de~ 
fpitfe  of  thefe  infuperable  bars, 
they  had  arrived  at  New  York, 
(where  they  could  find  neither 
room  nor  entertainment)  there  to 
accept  conditions  of  peace  from 
Commiffioners,  who  were  them- 
felves  aXually  enduring  fome  of  the 
evils  of  war,  being  (hut  up  with¬ 
in  the  limits  of  a  garrifon,  be¬ 
yond  which  they  durit  not  (hew 
their  faces. 

An  officer,  of  high  family,  rank 
and  diftinXion,  who  had  lately  re¬ 
turned  from  America,  expreffed 
his  condemnation  of  the  meafure 
in  queftion,  as  well  as  of  the  Mi¬ 
niders,  with  whom  he  charged  it 
to  originate,  in  terms  of  unufual 
vehemence.  He  faid  he  could 
not  bear  with  an  even  temper  the 
indignity  offered  to  his  profedion, 
by  an  attempt  ttf  convert  foldiers 
into  butchers,  affaffins,  and  in¬ 
cendiaries  :  Fie  liked  honed  open 
war  againd  his  enemy  ;  but  he 
could  not  endure  the  abominable 
idea,  of  fheathing  his  ("word  in 
the  bowels  of  age  or  innocence  < 
dill  lefs  would  he  tarniffi  the  ludre 
of  the  Britiffi  name  by  aXs  of  bar¬ 
barity,  in  obedience  to  the  man¬ 
dates,  or  in  fulfilling  the  defigns, 
of  the  mod  infamous  adminidra- 
tion  that  ever  difgraced  a  free 
country*  As  a  Britiffi  fenaror, 
and  dill  more  particularly,  as  the 
reprefentative  of  a  great  manu- 
faXuring,  trading,  and  maritime 
county,  which  was  peculiarly  ex- 
pofed  to  the  retaliation  of  an 

enemy,  he  ffiould  think  he  ill  drf- 
*  * 

charged  his  duty,  if  he  did  not 
with  his  utmod  power  oppofe  a 
fydem,  which  would  not  be  more 
difgraceful  than  ruinous  in  its  ef¬ 
fects  ;  a  fydem,  which  would  in¬ 
vite  all  the  renagadoes  of  France 
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and  America,  to  ravage  our  coafts, 
burn  our  towns,  and  dellroy  our 
manufactures  ;  and  which  would 
juftify  them  in  every  a£t  of  enor¬ 
mity  and  cruelty,  even  to  the  but¬ 
chering  in  cold  blood  of  our  help- 
lefs  women  and  children. 

It  was  pretty  generally,  and 
flrongly  afierted  on  that  fide,  that 
no  peace  could  ever  be  derived 
from  the  prefent  Minifters.  That 
they  had  already  poifoned  and 
polluted  all  the  fources  of  conci¬ 
liation.  And  that,  as  they  had 
long  fince  forfeited  all  confidence 
and  opinion  with  the  world,  fo 
there  leemed  to  be  a  common 
union  of  mankind,  in  (hutting 
them  out,  from  all  negociation, 
treaty,  or  connection. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Minif¬ 
ters,  and  their  immediate  friends, 
expreffed  the  utmoft  adonifhment, 
at  the  forced  and  unnatural  con- 
ftru&ion  which  was  put  upon  the 
words  of  the  declaration,  and  the 
unaccountable  manner  in  which 
its  plain  fenfewas  attempted  to  be 
perverted.  They  declared,  that 
they  had  never  feen  a  more  inno¬ 
cent,  humane,  fober,  confcien- 
tious,  piece  of  writing  in  their 
lives.  They  confidered  it  mere¬ 
ly,  as  a  fenfible  well  -  mean¬ 
ing  addrefs  to  the  Americans, 
warning  them  of  the  dangers 
which  they  mud  neceffarily  incur 
by  an  obftinate  perfeverance  in 
their  rebellion,  and  particularly 
in  their  unnatural  connection  with 
France.  That  they  were  not  to 
expeCt  that  lenity  in  future,  which 
they  had  hitherto  experienced 
during  the  courle  of  the  war, 
while  we  (till  confidered  them  as 
fellow-fubjeCts,  whom  we  wifhed 
to  reclaim  by  the  mod  dngular 


mildnefs,  clemency  and  indul¬ 
gence.  That  nothing  more  could 
be  fairly  inferred  from  thofe 
words  which  were  tortured  into  fo 
unaccountable  a  meaning,  than 
that  America,  in  confequence  of 
its  leaguing  with  our  inveterate 
enemy,  fhould  no  longer  be  treat¬ 
ed  as  a  Britifh  country,  but  as  a 
part  of  the  dominions  belonging 
to  France  ;  as  the  Americans, 
were  by  their  alliance  become 
French,  it  could  afford  no  caufe 
of  furprize  or  complaint  that  they 
(hould  be  confidered  and  treated 
as  Frenchfnen. 

The  Miniders  denied  in  exprefs 
terms,  their  intention  of  introduc¬ 
ing  or  encouraging  any  new  fpe- 
cies  of  war  in  America,  which 
(hould  differ  from  the  general 
practice  in  Europe;  and  declared 
that  they  reprobated  with  as  much 
detedation,  as  thofe  gentlemen 
who  feemed  fo  much  alarmed, 
every  idea  of  hodility  that  mili¬ 
tated  againd  humanity,  or  which 
went  to  the  fubverfion  of  thofe 
laws  of  civilization,  that  had  been 
calculated  to  fmooth  the  rugged 
face  of  war.  Wanton  cruelty, 
they  faid,  could  neither  be  pa¬ 
tronized  by  the  crown,  nor  en¬ 
couraged  by  any  Briton  :  No  Bri¬ 
tish  Minider  would  dare  to  fend 
fuch  orders  to  a  Britifh  army ;  nor 
no  Britifh  army  ever  would,  or 
ought,  in  any  cafe,  to  obey  them, 
in  the  commiffion  of  aCts  of  wan¬ 
ton  barbarity.  But  they  would 
not  admit,  that  the  burning  of  a 
warehoufe  converted  into  a  bat¬ 
tery,  or  the  deftruCtion  of  houfes 
or  towns,  that  were  become  re- 
pofitories  of  military  dores,  or 
uf'ed  as  places  of  arms,  could  at 
all  come  within  the  defeription  of 
[F]  3  cruelty 
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cruelty  or  barbarity.  Such  a£ts 
had  been  always  praCtifed  by  the 
xnoft  civilized  nations  in  Europe  ; 
and  every  thing  that  could  be  at¬ 
tempted  with  a  prcfpeCt  of  luccefs, 
in  order  to  diftrefs  an  enemy, 
and  to  difabie  him  from  injuring 
his  adverfary,  had  at  all  times 
been  held  juftifiable  by  the  laws  of 
war,  and  had  been  confirmed  by 
the  praClice  of  all  nations.  Even 
at  home,  did  not  the  laws  of 
England  allow  us  in  cafe  of  inva- 
iion  to  wade  and  defiroy  our  own 
country,  wherever  the  enemy  di¬ 
rected  his  progrefs,  in  order  to 
prevent  his  obtaining  provifion  or 
forage  ?  and  can  a  doubt  then  be 
entertained,  as  to  the  juftice  or 
right  of  exercifing  the  lame  au¬ 
thority,  in  deftroying  the  country 
of  our  open  and  avowed  enemy  ? 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  as, .there. was  no  miftaking  the 
words,  fo  there  was  no  pofiibility 
of  explaining  away  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  the  declaration.  The 
Commiffioners  had  declared,  that 
the  mode  of  war  was  to  be  totally 
changed  ;  that  it  was  now  to  be 
condufted  with  a  degree  of  rigour 
and  horror  before  unknown  ; 
“  they  had  hitherto  refrained 
from  the  extremes  of  war  and 
the  defolation  of  the  country:” 
the  change  denounced  could  be 
no  other,  than  the  carrying  of 
thefe  to  their  utmofi  extent.  It 
could  not  be  pretended,  with  any 
face  or  appearance  of  truth,  that 
the  rigours  of  hofiility  had  not 
hicherto  been  carried  on  our  fide 
to  the  utmofi:  limits,  which  the 
laws  and  rights  of  war  authorize 
among  civilized  nations.  We  had 
even  already  acquired  an  ill  name 
throughout  Europe,  under  the 
Imputation  of  having  exceeded 
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thefe  limits.  If  we  had  hitherto 
forbore  nothing  that  the  praClice 
and  rights  of  war  could  authorife, 
the  plan  now  to  be  profecuted 
mult  go  direCtly  to  cancel  thofe 
rights.  The  laws  of  war  were 
laws  of  limitation  ;  for  war  was 
conftantly  to  be  limited  by  necef- 
fity,  and  its  calamities  and  rava¬ 
ges  were  to  be  meafured  and  bound 
in  upon  that  principle.  But  the 
extremes  of  war,  and  the  defola¬ 
tion  of  countries,  went  beyond 
all  limitations  ;  and  as  no  necefiity 
could  warrant  them,  they  could 
neither  be  juftified  or  excufed, 
upon  any  ground  of  reafon  or  ar¬ 
gument.  They  fuppofed  a  cafe, 
to  fhew  the  line  between  the  ex¬ 
tremes  and  limitations  of  war.  It 
would,  for  example,  be  right  and 
defenfible,  becaufe  it  would  be 
necefiary,  to  defiroy  any  fort,  garri- 
fon,  or  town,  which  afforded  im¬ 
mediate  firength  to  the  enemy, 
and  enabled  him  to  annoy  you  in 
the  purfuit  of  your  objeCt;  it 
would  be  proper  to  burn  any 
houfe  from  which  the  enemy  fired 
on  you  ;  the  necefiity  jufiifies 
the  meafure  ;  but  it  would  not  be 
lawful,  right,  or  pardonable,  to 
burn  any  houfe  or  town  becaufe 
it  might  happen,  at  fome  future 
time,  to  afford  fhelter  or  firength 
to  the  enemy.  They  concluded', 
that  although  the  extremes  of  war, 
and  defolation,  were  well-found¬ 
ing  words,  they  were  dreadful  in 
their  meaning  and  effeCt  5  and 
went  to  no  lei's  than  the  murther 
of  man,  woman,  and  child,  the 
defiruftion  of  countries,  and  the 
final  annihilation  of  humanity,  or 
they  meant  nothing,  Nor  would 
the  confequences  be  lefs  fatal  to 
thofe  who  introduced  fo  odious  and 
inhuman  a  fyftem,  than  to  the 
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people  againft  whom  its  effect  was 
directed  ;  as  all  mankind  would 
naturally  combine  againft  a  na¬ 
tron,  which  throwing  away  every 
Shadow  of  principle,  would  ven¬ 
ture  to  recal  into  the  world,  all 
the  forgotten  cruelties  of  barba¬ 
rous  ages,  and  all  the  horrors  of 
uncivilized  war. 

While  the  oppohtion  were  thus 
contending,  that  the  words  of  the 
declaration  clearly  contained  that 
certain  and  preeife  meaning  which 
they  afligned  to  them,  and  that 
the  Minifters  as  ftrongly  denied 
their  bearing  or  conveying  any 
fuch  fignification,  juftified  the 
Commifhoners,  as  well  as  them- 
felves,  from  the  imputation  of 
holding  or  avowing  fo  horrid  a 
-doCtrine,  and  reprobated,  in  terms 
no  lefs  ftrong  than  thofe  ufed  by 
their  antagcnifts,  the  principle 
upon  which  it  would  have  been 
founded,  the  debate  fuddenly  took 
a  new  turn,  from  a  circumftance, 
which  was  probably  as  little  ex- 
petted  on  the  one  fide  as  the 
other. 

This  was  an  open  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  by  the  only  Commiflioner 
who  had  yet  returned  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  every  charge  made  by 
the  oppolition  againft  the  procla¬ 
mation,  were  fully  founded  in 
point  of  fact,  both  as  to  princi¬ 
ple  and  doctrine  ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  defended  and  juftifi- 
ed  the  meafure  as  well  as  the  prin¬ 
ciple  in  all  their  parts,  upon  the 
ground  of  found  policy  and  ne- 
cefficy.  He  laid  the  proclamation 
certainly  did  mean  a  war  of  defo- 
lation  ;  it  meant  nothing  elfe  ; 
it  could  mean  nothing  elle  ;  but 
the  meafure  was  right  and  necefia- 


ry  ;  regretted  he  was  not  on  the 
fpot  to  give  it  his  fanCtion  ;  and 
after  a  violent  condemnation  of 
the  Congrefs,  declared  that  no 
mercy,  ought  to  be  {hewn  to 
them  ;  and  that  if  the  infernah  * 
could  be  employed  againft  them, 
he  fhould  approve  of  the  mea¬ 
fure. 

This  avowal  of  a  doCtrine  and 
fadt,  which  the  Minifters  and  their 
friends  had  fo  totally  difclaimed 
and  denied,  and  confirmation  of 
an  interpretation,  which  they  had 
fo  pofi lively  charged  to  the  viru¬ 
lence  of  party,  and  the  ingenious 
malice  of  their  adverfaries,  could 
not  but  produce  fome  little  em- 
barraffment.  It  was  impofiible  to 
fupport  a  principle  which  they  had 
fo  recently  and  fo  totally  reprobat¬ 
ed.  They  accordingly  abandoned 
both  that,  and  the  gentleman  by 
whom  it  was  avowed  and  juftified 
to  the  mercy  of  the  oppofition, 
without  the  fm ailed  interference 
in  behalf  of  either. 

Both  the  generals  who  had  re¬ 
turned  from  the  American  fervice, 
voted  for  the  addrefs,  and  con¬ 
demned  the  fuppofed  cruelty 
charged  to  the  proclamation.  But 
this  debate  was  particularly  dif- 
tinguifhed,  by  the  unexpected  and 
direct  attack  made  upon  the  A- 
merican  Minifter,  by  the  late 
commander  in  chief  upon  that 
continent.  That  general,  after 
feeming  to  attribute  the  attacks 
made  upon  his  reputation  and  cha¬ 
racter,  to  the  lenity  which  he  had 
praCtifed  in  the  profecution  of  the 
war,  and  obferving,  that  if  thefe 
did  not  originate  from  Minifters, 
they,  at  leaft,  were  not  difcou rag¬ 
ed./  or  contradicted  by  them,  al- 


*  A  fort  of  machines  ufed  for  the  deftruftion  of  towns  in  the  wars  with  Franca 
towards  the  dole  of  the  laft  century, 
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though  they  had  thofe  means  of 
information  in  their  hands,  which 
fully  (hewed  their  injuftice  and 
falfehood,  entered  into  a  detail  of 
various  matters  of  complaint,  which 
he  laid  again  ft'  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  depart¬ 
ment,  relative  to  his  conduct  with 
refpeft  to  bin  ffilf,  and  to  the 
command  with  which  he  was  en- 
trufted  in  America.  To  thefe  he 
charged  his  refignation  of  that  com¬ 
mand,  and  ftrorsgly  urged,  (as  did 
likewife  his  noble  brother)  that  a 
parliamentary  enquiry  fhould  be 
inftituted,  in  order  that  the  con¬ 
duct  both  of  the  commanders  and 
the  minifter  fhould  be  fully  ex¬ 
amined,  juftice  done,  on  all  (Ides, 
and  the  nation  acquainted  with  the 
true  caufe  of  that  failure  of  luc- 
cefs,  which  it  had  hitherto  expe¬ 
rienced.  He  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  a  free  declaration  of  his  own 
private  opinion,  amounting  to  no 
lefs  in  import,  than  that  neither  a 
happy  reftoration  of  peace,  nor  a 
fuccefsful  profecution  of  the  war, 
could  ever  be  hoped  for,  while  the 
conduct  of  American  affairs*  was 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  pre- 
fent  noble  fecretary  for  that  de¬ 
partment, 

■The  noble  Minifter  feemed 
aftonifhed  at  this  unexpected  at- 
tack,  and  entered  into  a  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  conduct  with  refpeCt  to 
the  general,  fo  far  as  his  memory 
could  admit  upon  fo  fudden  an  oc- 
cafton  ;  totally  declaiming  all  in¬ 
tention  of  injury,  and  all  defign 
of  negleCt.  As  to  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  if  it  had  not  been  as  fuc- 
cefsful  as  might  have  been  wifhed, 
it  was  not  only  doing  him  an  in- 
juftipe  to  fuppofe  him  the  caufe  of 
pur  miscarriages,  but  it  was  fup- 
pofin|;  him  of  much  mo r§  confe- 


quence  than  he  really  was,  by  at¬ 
tributing  to  him  the  foie  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  war  ;  he  was  only  aa 
humble  fer van t  of  the  crown  ;  and 
if  he  had  not  the  greateft  abilities 
to  recommend  him,  he  had,  how¬ 
ever,  thus  much  to  offer  with  truth 
and  confidence  in  his  defence,  that 
he  had  ever  aCted  fin-ce  his  coming 
into  office,  according  to  the  very 
beft  of  his  judgment.  He  had  no 
with,  he  faid,  to  prevent  any  en¬ 
quiry,  that  might  be  necefiary  to 
refcue  the  chaTa&er  of  any  gentle¬ 
man  from  obloquy  ;  and  he  trailed, 
that  if  ever  a  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry  fhould  take  place  into  his 
own  conduCt,  he  fhould  be  fo  well 
prepared  to  meet  it,  that  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  character  fhould  come  off 
in  triiimph. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after 
long  debates,  the  motion  for  the 
propofed  addrefs  was  rejected  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  209, 
to  122. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
in  a  fpeech  which  Lifted  upwards 
of  an  hour  and  a  half,  introduced 
and  fupported  his  motion, 
with  a  great  difplay  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  ability.  That  noble¬ 
man,  and  the  lords  on  his  fide, 
called  upon  in  the  moft  preffing 
terms,  and  particularly  applied 
themfelves,  to  the  reverend  bench 
of  bifhops,  to  exert  that  charity, 
humanity,  and  abhorrence  of  blood 
and  cruelty,  which  were  the  lead¬ 
ing  tenets,  and  diftinguifhingcha- 
raCteriftics  of  Chriftianity,  upon  a 
fubjeCt,  which  not  only  came  di¬ 
rectly  within  their  cognizance,  but 
in  which  they  feemed  bound  by 
their  character,  to  take  an  unequi¬ 
vocal  and  decided  part.  They  ob.- 
ferved,  that  all  the  avowed  origi¬ 
nal  motive^. and  objects  of  the  war, 
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were  now  done  away  or  abandon¬ 
ed,  and  its  nature  and  principle 
totally  changed.  That  right  re¬ 
verend  body,  had  hitherto  fup- 
ported  the  meafures  of  government 
in  the  contcft  with  America,  un¬ 
der  the  firm  hope  and  perfuafion, 
founded  upon  the  faith  and  repeat¬ 
ed  afifurances  of  Minifters,  that  the 
recovery  of  our  colonies  was  not 
only  practicable,  but  eafily  to  be 
attained.  So  far,  the  motive  of 
the  war  might  poftibly  be  honour¬ 
able,  and  its  objeCt  fair  ;  the 
queftions  of  faCt,  or  of  policy, 
did  not  abfolutely  lie  with  them. 
But  they  were  now  informed  by 
an  authority  which  they  could  rot 
queftion,  that  of  thofe  very  Mini¬ 
fters  declared  to  all  the  world  in 
their  manifefto,  that  a  new  fyllem 
of  policy  was  adopted,  and  the 
nature  of  the  conteft  totally  chang¬ 
ed.  That  America  was  relinquifh- 
ed,  and  the  advantages  of  a  con¬ 
nection  with  our  colonies  abandon¬ 
ed.  And  a  new  fpecies  of  war 
was  denounced,  tending  merely 
and  avowedly  to  revenge,  (laugh¬ 
ter,  and  univerfal  deftruCtion. 

It  could  not  be  even  fuppofed, 
that  they  would  afford  their  coun¬ 
tenance  to  fo  odious,  fo  barbarous  a 
fyftem.  They  were  called  upon  to 
exert  in  their  legiflative  charafter, 
the  peculiar  and  molt  exalted  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Chriftianity,  in  prevent¬ 
ing  the  wanton  eifufion  of  human 
blood,  and  the  deftruCtion  of 
mankind.  It  could  not  be  ima¬ 
gined,  that  their  natural  difpofi- 
tionr  would  not  tend  equally  with 
their  religious  principles,  and  their 
profeftional  duty,  to  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  all  meafures  of  blood, 
and  the  utter  deteftation  of  all 
new  and  cruel  aggravations  of  the 
horrors  of  war.  Their  interfe- 
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rence  was  required  in  preventing 
the  deftruCtion  and  fparing  the 
blood,  not  only  of  men  or  of 
Chriftians,  but  of  Engliftimen, 
and  of  Proteftants  like  themfelves; 
and  of  crufhing  in  the  outfet  an 
abominable  fyftem  of  warfare, 
which  would,  in  its  progrefs  and 
confequences,  bring  ruin  and  de- 
fclation  home  to  their  flocks  and 
their  doors.. 

It  happened  fortunately,  they 
faid,  that  the  legal  powers,  with 
which  they  had  been  inverted  by 
the  conftitution  for  fuch  pious  pur- 
pofes,  would  be  found  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  fully  equal  to  the 
duty  and  emergency.  They  were 
the  Moderators  ordained  by  the 
wifdorn  of  the  conftitution,  to 
check  the  rage,  reftrain  the  paf- 
fions,  and  controui  the  violence, 
of  mere  temporal  men.  Their 
fimple  votes  upon  this  occafion, 
would  at  once  fully  exprefs  their 
deteftation  of  the  inhuman  fyftem 
in  queftion,  and,  joined  with  thofe 
of  the  temporal  lords  who  held  the 
fame  principle,  fully  cure  its  ef¬ 
fects.  And  thus  they  would  afford 
a  new  and  ftriking  evidence  to  the 
world,  of  the  fanClity  of  their  or¬ 
der,  the  wifdom  of  its  legiflative 
inftitution,  and  the  unfullied  pu¬ 
rity  of  their  profeffion. 

On  the  ground  of  retaliation, 
befides  the  danger  and  mifehief  to 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  ir¬ 
retrievable  deftruCtion,  which  the 
full,  and  undoubted,  adoption  of 
that  fyftem  by  France  and  Ame¬ 
rica,  would  bring  upon  our  Well 
India  iflands,  was  ftrongly  urged. 
And  they  argued,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  fugar  plantations 
and  works,  and  the  great  capi¬ 
tal  neceffarily  lodged  in  them,  the 
defolation  caufed  by  a  Tingle  pri¬ 
vateer 
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-vateer  upon  that  fyftem,  could 
fcarcely  be  recovered  in  an  age. 

But  they  particularly  reprobated, 
and  indeed  their  powers  of  argu¬ 
ment,  and  utmoft  acumen  of  cen- 
■fare,  feemed  principally  direfted, 
(as  well  in  the  debate,  as  in  the 
fucceeding  proteft)  againit  thole 
new  political  principles  or  maxims, 
which  they  charged  to  the  ma- 
mifello,  viz.  That  **  what  we  have 
no  intereil  in  preferving,  we  are 
called  upon  by  neceility  to  de- 
ilroy,,>  and  that,  motives  of 
ie  If- preservation,  not  growing  out 
of  any  flat*  of  circum dances,  now 
in  actual  exigence,  but  founded 
upon  a  policy  diredted  to  future 
uncertain  events,  fhould  be  fup- 
pofed  to  authorize  or  juftify,  a 
prefent  general  defolation.”  Thefe 
principles,  they  faid,  would  af¬ 
ford  a  full  jollification  of  all  the 
cruelty  and  deitrudtion  of  man¬ 
kind,  recorded  of  the  moft  bloody 
tyrants,  and  of  the  mod  barbarous 
nations.  They  would  juftify  He¬ 
rod  in  the  murther  of  the  Inno¬ 
cents.  Upon  this  ground,  they 
Hated  the  following  caufes  of  dif- 
fent  in  the  proteft'. — viz.  “  Be- 
*£  caufe  the  public  law  of  nations, 
£e  in  affirmance  of  the  dictates  of 
ci  nature,  and  the  precepts  qf  re- 
ee  vealed  religion,  forbids  us  to 
6£  refort  to  the  extremes  of  war, 
(e  upon  our  own  opinion  of  their 
(<  expedie?icy  ;  or  in  any  cafe  to 
«£  carry  on  war  for  the  purpofe  of 
e£  defolation.  We  know  that  the 
<£  rights  of  war  are  odious,  and 
<£  indead  of  being  extended  upon 
££  loofe  conftnffitions,  and  fpecu- 
*£  lations  of  danger,  ought  to  be 
(t  bound  up  and  limited  by  all 
e(  the  redrain ts  of  the  mod  ri- 
<e  gorous  “conftruftion.  We  are 
6$  fhocked  to  fee  the  firft  law  of 
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nature,  fel&prefervarion,  per- 

verted  and  abufed  into  a  prin- 
<(  ciple  ded' active  of  an  other 
te  laws  ;  and  a  rule  laid  down, 

££  by  which  our  own  fafety  is  ren- 
“  dered  incompatible  with  the 
c‘  profperity  of  mankind.  Thofe 
cc  objects  of  war,  which  cannot 
££  be  compaffed  by  fair  and  ho- 
C£  nourable  hodility,  ought  not 
<c  to  be  compaffed  at  all.  >£  An 
(e  end  that  has  no  means ,  hut  juch 
te  as  are  unlawful,  is  an  unlawful 
££  gnd” 

The  Lords  on  that  fide  con¬ 
cluded  by  obferving,  that  no  great 
force  of  argument  feemeci  necef- 
fary  for  the  condemnation  of  fo 
fhameful  a  public  mftrument, which 
fpringing  from  a.  commiffion  under 
the  great  feni  of  the  kingdom, 
would  atherwife  become  a  handing 
record,  and  monument  of  national 
difgrace ;  which  went  to  the  in- 
difcriminate  maffacre  and  extermi¬ 
nation  of  a  numerous  and  widely 
extended  people,  two  thirds  of 
whom,  were  faid  by  its  framers, 
to  be  our  warm  friends,  and  in¬ 
violably  attached  to  our  govern-! 
ment.  That  fuch  a  public  disa¬ 
vowal  was  abfolur.ely  neceftary, 
left  it  fhould  appear  in  Europe, 
that  a  Britiffi  parliament  had  given 
its  fan&ion  to  the  revival  of  that 
ferocity  and  barbarifm  in  war, 
which  a  beneficent  religion,  en¬ 
lightened  manners,  and  true  mi¬ 
litary  honour,  had  fo  long  baniffied 
from  the  chriftian  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  lords  in 
admimltration,  or  office,  who  were 
thofe  only,  that  took  any  part  on 
that  fide  in  the  debate,  totally  de¬ 
nied  (as  the  minifters  had  done  in 
the  Houle  of  Commons)  the  in¬ 
terpretation  put  upon  the  words, 
and  the  conftrufttion  upon  the 

meaning 
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Cleaning  of  the  manifefto,  by  the 
oppofition.  At  the  fame  time 
they  utterly  difclaimed,  and  re¬ 
probated  even  in  ftronger  terms, 
the  bloody  principles  which  were 
charged  to,  or  fuppofed  to  dictate 
the  manifefto.  .  But  this  charge 
they  attributed  folely,  to  a  disposi¬ 
tion  for  decrying,  however  un- 
juftly,  all  the  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  a  deftre  of  creating  un¬ 
founded  alarms  and  uneafineftes 
among  the  people.  To  obviate 
this  defign,  and  to  prevent  the 
eifefts  which  the  ftrong  reprefen- 
tations  and  colouring  ufed  on  the 
other  fide  might  produce  in  the 
Houfe,  they  entered  pretty  deeply 
into  a  critical  difquiiition  of  the 
words,  and  what  they  defcribed  to 
be  the  fair  confirmation  of  the  pro¬ 
clamation,  as  well  as  into  a  j unifi¬ 
cation  of  the  meaning  and  inten¬ 
tion,  and  a  vindication  of  the  con¬ 
duct  and  character  of  the  com- 
miftioners.  They  concluded  by 
hoping,  that  the  lords  would  not 
fuffer  themfelves  to  be  led  away, 
by  a  ftudious  and  laboured  appeal 
to  their  feelings  and  paftions,  and 
a  forced  and  unnatural  mifcon- 
ftruftion  and  mifinterpretation  of 
plain  and  obvious  language,  into 
the  palling  of  a  hafty  and  unjuft 
cenfure,  not  only  upon  the  mea¬ 
fures  of  government,  but  upon  a 
noble  lord  and  gentleman,  who 
were  abfent  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  and  confequently  inca¬ 
pable  of  vindicating  themfelves. 

On  this  occafion,  the  new  Lord 
Chancellor  had  an  opportunity  of 
difpiaying  in  that  Houfe,  thofe 
abilities  which  had  been  fo  con- 
fpicuous  in  another.  A  great  law 
lord,  who  has  been  long  out  of  of¬ 
fice,  and  a  right  reverend  prelate, 
who  is  fcarcely  lefs  diftinguifhed. 
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by  his  oppofition  to  many  of  the 
mealures  of  adminiftration,  than 
by  his  eloquence,  were  no  lefs 
confpicuous  on  the  other  lide,  in 
their  fupport  of  the  motion,  and 
in  their  unqualified  condemnation, 
of  the  terms,  principle,  and  fpirit 
of  the  proclamation.  Both  thefe 
noble  lords  took  occafion  to  re¬ 
probate,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  cir- 
cumftances  attending  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  feveral  parts  of  America, 
particularly  of  the  fettJement  of 
Wyoming,  and  the  cruelties  exer- 
cifed  by  Col.  Butler. 

The  queftion  being  at  length, 
put,  the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of 
cenfure  was  over-ruled  upon  a  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  71,  in¬ 
cluding  proxies,  to  37. 

Thirty-one  names  appeared  to 
the  proteft,  which,  if  compared 
with  the  number  of  the  minority 
on  the  divifion,  was  above'  the 
ufual  proportion.  That  proteft 
was  penned  with  uncomofon  abi¬ 
lity. 

As  the  naval  action  of  the  27th 
of  July,  was  now  to  become  a 
fubje£t  of  parliamentary  difcuffion, 
as  well  as  of  public  attention,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  take  notice  of 
fome  intervening circumftances  re¬ 
lative  to  that  bufinefs,  before  we 
enter  upon  the  fubfequent  detail. 
It  will  fcarcely  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  temper  and  filence  which  had 
been  fo  ftriftly  obferved  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  relative  to 
the  difagreeable  and  unfortunate 
circumftances  which  were  charged 
to  that  memorable  day,  could  ope¬ 
rate  in  any  confiderable  degree 
upon  the  conduct  of  thofe,  who 
did  not  look  to  remote  motives  of 
public  utility  for  their  guide  of 
adlion  ;  or  that  fo  many  thoufand 
feamen,  and  fo  great  a  number  of 

officers. 
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officers,  who  were  eye  witneffes  of 
a  conduct,  which  had  in  its  nature 
a  questionable  appearance,  could 
be  induced,  by  any  motives  of  dif- 
cretion,  or  power  of  example,  to¬ 
tally  to  reftrain  their  words  and 
_  fentiments  upon  the  fubjeCt. 

A  general  murmur  accordingly 
fpread  thro’  the  fleet,  and  the  lofs 
of  a  complete  and  glorious  victory, 
was  attributed  to  the  mifcondud, 
and  difobedience  of  orders,  of  the 
blue  divifion  ;  infomuch,that  fome 
of  the  officers  belonging  to  that 
divifion,  whofe  conduCt  on  that  day, 
as  on  all  others  of  fervice,  had 
been  highly  exemplary,  could  not 
avoid  feemino-  to  feel  their  honour 
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wounded,  through  the  generality 
of  the  imputation.  It  would  have 
been  impoffible  in  this  country, 
that  fuch.  a  date  of  things,  and 
fuch  a  matter  of  charge  or  cenfure, 
could  efcape  becoming  an  objed 
of  newfpaper  difcuffion.  But  this 
was  probably  accelerated  in  the 
prefent  instance,  by  the  condud  of 
thofe  public  prints  which  had  been 
notorious  for  their  attacks  on  the 
commander  in  chief,  becoming  no 
lefs  induftrious  in  their  unbounded 
panegyrics  upon  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  ;  whofe  general  merits, 
as  well  as  his  fingular  bravery  and 
high  fervices  in  the  iateadion,  (in 
which  he  was  reprefented  as  bearing 
away  the  whole  palm  of  honour) 
were  emblazoned  in  fo  high  a  ftiie 
of  colouring,  as  could  not  other- 
wife  be  accounted  for,  than  by 
fuppofing  the  piece  to  be  intended 
merely  as  an  invidious  contrafi,  to 
that  degrading  pidure  which  they 
had  already  drawn  of  his  com¬ 
mander. 

Such  ill-judged  and  invidious 
fatires  and  panegy ricks  in  news¬ 
papers,  have  frequently  done  much 


mifchief  in  this  country  ;  and  ne¬ 
ver  more  than  upon  the  prefent  oe- 
cafion.  The  panegyrics  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  drew  out  comments  and 
obfervations.  A  letter  (which, 
without  a  real  fignature,  was  at¬ 
tributed  to  an  officer  who  had  been, 
in  the  adion  of  the  27th  of  July) 
appeared  in  one  of  the  papers,  in 
which,  the  efcape  of  the  French 
on  that  day,  was  diredly  charged 
to,  and  circumfhmtially  laid  a- 
gainft,  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  by  his  difobedience  of  the 
fignals  and  the  orders  of  his  com¬ 
mander  in  chief.  In  this  piece, 
feveral  matters  were  bated  as  facts, 
with  which  the  public  had  hitherto 
b  en  unacquainted,  and  fome  of 
which  were  afterwards,  in  a  very 
confiderabie  degree,  legally  and 
publicly  eftabiiihed  by  evidence. 
In  particular,  the  meffage  fent  by 
Captain  Windforof  the  Fox,  from 
the  admiral  to  the  vice  of  the 
blue,  was  now  fir  it  announced. 
The  vice  admiral  was  likewife 
charged  with  continuing  the  whole 
afternoon,  with  his  divifion,  to 
windward,  rsotwithftanding  the  re¬ 
peated  fignals  that  were  made,  and 
the  meffage  fent,  for  his  coming 
down  to  his  ftatien  in  the  line. 

This  anonymous  publication  oc- 
cafioned  a  direCt  application,  in 
London,  from  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
requiring  from  him  a  public  j unifi¬ 
cation  ©r  his  conduct,  and  an  ex- 
prefs  contradiction  of  thofe  foul 
afperfions,  which,  he  faid,  had 
been  propagated  to  injure  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  character.  And  in  or¬ 
der,  the  more  completely  to  ef¬ 
fectuate  thispurpofe,  he  prefented 
a  written  paper,  which  he  required 
to  be  figned  and  publifhed  by  the 
admiral*  containing  abatement  of 
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•particulars,  to  all  of  which  he 
was  to  give  the  fandion  of  fads 
by  his  name.  In  particular,  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel,  by  figning  the  pa¬ 
per,  was  to  afiert  as  a  fad,  that 
his  calling  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  Sir  Robert  Harland’s  di- 
vilions,  into  his  wake,  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  27th  of  July,  was  not 
for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  the 
battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be  in 
readinefs  for  it  in  the  morning. 
It  was  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that 
any  expedition  was  formed  of  the 
admiral’s  compliance  with  fuch  a 
demand. 

This  propofal  being  peremp¬ 
torily  rejected  by  the  admiral, 
and  poffibly,  not  without  forne  ap¬ 
parent  marks  of  furprize  or  dif- 
guft,  the  vice  admiral  of  the  blue. 
Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer ,  immediately 
publifhed  in  one  of  the  morning 
papers,  a  long  ftatement  of  par¬ 
ticulars  relative  to  the  adtion  of 
the  27th  of  July,  together  with  an 
introductory  letter  figned  with  his 
name.  This  piece  teemed  with 
diredt  or  implied  cenfure  againft 
the  condudt  of  the  commander  in 
chief.  It  alfo  dated  feveral  par¬ 
ticular  circumftances  as  fads,  which 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fubfequent  ju¬ 
dicial  enquiry,  were  either  not  pro¬ 
perly  fupported,  or  were  over¬ 
thrown  by  diredt  evidence.  Among 
the  latter  of  thefe,  the  vice-ad¬ 
miral’s  divifion  was  faid  to  have 
been  fo  fcattered  and  feparated  by 
the  fignal  for  chacing,  that  his  own 
fhip,  the  Formidable,  engaged 
and  pafted  the  French  line  alone, 
without  her  having  any  fecond,  ei¬ 
ther  a-head,  or  a-ftern.  And  the 
meffage  by  the  Fox  frigate,  was  faid 
to  have  been  delivered  at  night, 
and  in  the  dark,  and  to  amount  fO 
no  more,  than,  “  That  the  ad¬ 


miral  wanted  the  (hips  of  that  di¬ 
vifion  to  come  into  his  wake;’' 
but  poiitively  denying,  and  de¬ 
claring  the  affertion  to  be  an  ab- 
folute  falsehood,  that  Capt.  Wind- 
for  had  laid,  that  the  admiral  only 
waited  for  him  to  renew  the  at¬ 
tack. 

This  extraordinary  publication, 
linking  directly  at  the  character 
and  honour  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  tending  to  render  him 
odious  to  his  country,  without  any 
vifible  caufe,  (excepting  that  an 
anonymous  paragraph  in  a  newf- 
paper  could  be  admittted  as  fuch) 
no  charge  or  accufation  whatever 
having  been  laid  againft:  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  could  not 
fail  of  exciting  the  greateft  public 
aftonifhment.  Upon  this  occaiion 
Admiral  Keppel  declared,  and 
likewife  thought  it  fitting  to  com¬ 
municate  the  import  of  his  de¬ 
claration  to  the  firft  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  without  a  full 
and  fat  isfadory  explanation  from 
that  officer,  he  could  not,  con¬ 
fidently  with  his  honour,  ever  go 
upon  any  fervice,  or  ad  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  ;  for  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  mutiny  could  |}e  expected 
in  the  fleet,  where  the  writer  of 
fuch  a  letter  held  any  command. 

As  thefe  matters  took  place  juft 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
they  naturally  became  fubjeds'jdf 
obfervation  in  both  Houfes,  and 
were  taken  up  on  the  firft  day  of 
the  feftion  by  the  Earl  of  Briftol, 
who  having  taken  notice  of  the 
letter  in  queftion,  called  upon  the 
firft  Lord  of  tfie  Admiralty  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  condacl  of  the 
naval  officers  on  the  27th  of  July, 
founding  his  demand  more  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  declaration  made  to 

him 
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him  by  Admiral  Keppel,  that  he 
would  never  relume  the  command 
of  the  weftern  fquadron,  nor  could 
he  ever  think  of  going  upon  any 
fervice  with  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue,  until  the  tran factions  of 
that  day  were  thoroughly  enquired 
into,  and  lifted  to  the  bottom. 

The  naval  minifter  exprelfed 
the  u  ton  oft  difappvobation  of  the 
propofed  enquiry.  He  faid  the 
a£iion  off  Breft,  excepting  merely 
the  deftrudion  of  the  enemy’s 
Blips,  had  produced  all  the  con- 
fequences,  and  all  the  benefits, 
which  could  have  been  derived 
from  the  completeft  victory.  Our 
trade  had  been  fully  protected, 
that  of  France  ruined,  and  our 
fleet  rode  triumphantly  mafters  of 
the  fea  during  the  remainder  of 
the  campaign,  whilft  the  enemy 
dared  not  venture  to  fhevv  their 
faces.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
faid,  that  the  propofed  enquiry, 
would  draw  on  confequences  no; 
lefs  mifchievous  than  a  defeat ;  it 
would  fplit  the  navy,  both  feamen 
and  officers,  into  cabals  and  fac¬ 
tions,  than  which,  nothing  could 
be  more  pernicious  in  its  effects, 
or  ruinous  to  the  fervice  ;  fuch  an 
enquiry  would  betides  take  up  a 
great  deal  of  time ;  and  would  re¬ 
quire  the  attendance  of  all  the 
principal  officers,  either  as  wit- 
neffies  or  judges,  from  their  proper 
duty,  at  a  feafon,  when  their  pre¬ 
fence  and  fervices  againft  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  might  be  moft  wanted  ; 
and  would  in  a  great  meafure  re¬ 
tard,  and  perhaps  defeat,  all  the 
meafures  of  the  enfuing  fpring  and 
fummer.  Such  an  enquiry  would 
befides  raife  a  kind  of  commotion 
in  the  nation,  as  almoft  every  per- 
fon  would  become  interefted  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  and  at  its 


conclufion,  it  could  neither  afford 
the  fmalleft  fatisf&dtion  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  nor  anfwer  any  one  good  pur- 
pofe  whatever. 

Whilft  he  exprelfed  his  regret, 
that  any  mifunderftanding  had 
rifen  between  the  two  commanders 
in  queftion,  he  declared  himfeU 
fully  convinced  and  fatisfied,  that 
they  had  both  performed  their  duty 
with  the  greateft  bravery  and  ho¬ 
nour.  He  faid,  that  no  man. 
living  had  a  higher  opinion  of  the 
admiral  than  he  had,  refpedting 
his  ability  and  gallantry  as  a  Tea¬ 
man,  and  his  veracity  as  a  man. 
Upon  the  fame  ground,  arifing 
from  a  like  degree  of  knowledge, 
he  was  juftified  in  a  fimilar  opi¬ 
nion  refpeffiing  the  vice-admiral. 
He  farther  obferved  on  thatground, 
that  the  admiral,  in  his  official  let¬ 
ter,  had  exprelfed  the  higheft  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  conduit  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  fquadron,  among 
whom  the  vice-admiral  mull  of 
courfe  be  included  ;  and  that  the 
commander  in  chief’s  letter,  if  no 
other  ground  of  juftification  ex- 
ifted,  would  be,  with  him,  a  fuf- 
ficient  reafon  for  not  calling  for  an 
enquiry. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  being 
in  a  committee  of  fupplv  on  the 
2d  of  December,  this  fubject  was 
called  up  in  the  debate  that  arofe 
upon  the  voting  of  70,000  feamen 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year. 
On  this  occafion,  a  gentleman,  in 
the  courfe  of  a  long  train  of  ftric- 
tures  upon,  and  forne  fevere  charges 
againft  the  naval  department,  both 
with  refpeil  to  Gsconomy  and  con¬ 
duct,  obferved  to  the  committee, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  the  27th  of 
July  loudly  demanded  an  imme¬ 
diate  enquiry,  either  there  or  elfe- 
where ;  that  as  Admiral  Keppel 
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had  declared  he  could  not  fail 
again  with  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  it  was  become  a  'matter  of 
the  utmoll  national  importance, 
and  molt  eagerly  expedted  by  the 
people,  that  the  affair  mould  be 
fpeedily  and  thoroughly  invelli- 
eated:  that  if  either  officer  de- 
ferved  ceniare,  it  was  fitting  that 
it  fhould  be  palled  ;  or  if  their 
difference  proceeded  from  any  ill- 
founded  jealoufy,  that  it  fhould 
be  removed  or  accommodated  ; 
but,  however  it  might  be,  it  was 
effentially  and  abfolutely  neceffary, 
in  this  feafon  of  danger,  that  vve 
fhould  not  lofe  the  fervices  of  our 
bed  and  greated  officers,  and  that 
if  unanimity  was  not  to  be  hoped 
for  any  where  elfe,  no  d:fferences 
fhould,  however,  prevail  among 
our  military  commanders.  He 
concluded  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  were 
then  prefent  in  their  places,  he 
hoped,  one,  or  both  of  them, 
would  afford  the  Houfe  fome  fa- 
tisfa&ion  on  the  fubjedl,  as  well 
for  the  fake  of  their  own  honour, 
as  for  that  of  the  public  tran¬ 
quility. 

The  minider  dood  up,  probably 
with  a  view  of  qualifying  matters, 
at  the  very  indant  in  which  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel  arofe  to  anfvver  the 
call  upon  him  ;  but  the  eagernefs 
of  the  Houfe  to  hear  the  latter 
prevailing,  he  proceeded  with 
giving  fome  general  account  of 
his  conduct,  from  the  time  of  his 
being  called  to  the  command;  and 
in  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  which 
had  been  thrown  out  on  a  former 
occafion,  not  immediately  relative 
to  the  fubjeft,  “that  if  Admiral 
Keppel  were  to  go  through  the 
bufmefs  of  that  day  again,  he 
would  not  fight  the  French  in  the 


fame  manner,”  he  called  upon 
the  gentleman  who  had  made  the 
obfervation,  to  take  notice,  that 
he  was  himfelf  then  fpeaking,  and 
that  he  declared  in  his  proper  per- 
fon,  that  if  he  was  again  to  go 
over  the  budnefs  of  the  27th  of 
July,  he  would  conduct  himfelf 
in  the  fame  manner  he  then  had. 
Fie  faid,  every  thing  he  could  do 
againft  the  enemy,  had  been  done; 
he  was  happy  to  fay  the  Britifh 
had  not  been  tarnifhed  in  his 
hands  ;  he  was  perfectly  eafy  on 
that  head,  and  fhould  never  dif- 
avow,  or  be  afhamed  of  his  conduct 
on  the  day  in  queftion.  But,  he 
faid,  that  the  oldeft  and  mod;  ex¬ 
perienced  naval  officers,  would 
difeover  fomething  in  every  en¬ 
gagement,  with  which  they  were 
before  unacquainted  ;  and  he  ac¬ 
knowledged  that,  that  day  had 
prefen  ted  to  him  fomething  new. 
He  impeached  no  man,  he  faid., 
of  a  negledt  of  duty,  becaufe  he 
was  fatisfied  the  officer  who  had 
been  alluded  to,  had  manifefted  no 
want  of  courage,  which  was  the 
quality  moll  effential  to  a  Britifh 
feaman. 

He  declared  that  nothing'  could 
exceed  his  alionifhment,  when  he 
faw  that  an  officer  under  his  com¬ 
mand  had  made  an  appeal  to  the 
public,  figned  with  his  name  in  a 
newfpaper,  and  tending  to  render 
himfelf  odious  and  defpicable  in 
the  eyes  of  his  country,  when  no 
accufation  whatever  had  been  laid 
again  ft  the  officer  thus  adling ; 
and  confeffed  he  had  been  at  firft 
fo  much  fhocked,  as  to  have  de¬ 
termined  never  to  fet  foot  aboard 
fhip  again  ;  as  he  could  not  but 
from  thence  conclude,  that  there 
was  an  end  to  all  difeipline  and 
command  in  the  navy.  When  the 

firft 
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fir!!  emotions,  however,  fubftded, 
he,  upon  cooler  refleClion,  only- 
acquainted  the  hrft  Lord  of  the 
-Admiralty,  that  he  could  never 
fail  with  the  gentleman  in  queftion, 
until  matters  were  thoroughly  ex¬ 
plained.  He  did  not  believe,  he 
faid,  the  vice  admiral  to  be  a 
Granger  from  whence  the  anony¬ 
mous  attack  upon  him  came.  He 
had  himfelf  been  the  fubjed  of 
much  and  frequent  newfpaper 
ztbufe ;  yet  he  had  not  appealed 
to  the  public,  nor  refufed  to  ferve 
his  country,  when  his  fervices  were 
demanded.  He  did  not  charge 
mxnifters  with  being  the  authors 
or  promoters  of  the  abufe  again!! 
him;  they,  on  the  contrary  feemed 
to  be  his  friends,  and  careffed  and 
fmiled  upon  him  :  or  if  any  mi¬ 
ni  hers  were  capable  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  cut  his  throat  behind 
his  back,  of  villifying  and  fe- 
cretly  .afperfing  him,  he  did  not 
think  they  were  then  near  him; 
but  if  they  were,  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  indifferent  as  to  their  fmiles 
or  their  frowns,  and  regardlefs  of 
every  confequence  which  might 
follow  from  either ;  and  was  hill 
ready  to  ferve  his  country,  with 
the  warmed  zeal,  and  to  the  utmoh 
extent  of  his  abilities. 

This  neceflarily  called  up  the 
vice-admiral  to  an  explanation. 
He  faid  the  honourable  admiral 
feemed  to  fpeak  with  a  kind  of 
jeferve,  as  if  there  was  fomething 
behind ;  he  heartily  wifhed  him 
to  fpeak  out,  that  knowing  fully 
what  was  imputed  to  him,  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  of 
fairly  anfvvering  the  charge  ;  he 
held  all  low  insinuations  and  af- 
feded  tendernefs  in  the  utmoft 
contempt.  If  there  was  any  real 
ground  of  accufation,  why  not 


make  it  fairly  and  openly  ?  If 
not,  why  infinuate  that  he  had 
been  wanting  in  point  of  conduit, 
at  the  fame  time  that  a  teftimony 
was  given  in  favour  of  his  cou¬ 
rage  ?  An  officer’s  honour  was  not 
lefs  tender  with  refped  to  impu¬ 
tations  of  mifcondud,  or  difobe- 
dience  of  orders,  than  to  thofe 
which  related  merely  to  the  article 
of  courage.  Dark  and  indirect 
infinuations,  were  more  difficult  to 
be  refilled  or  cured,  and  accor¬ 
dingly  more  prejudicial  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  officer,  than  any  di¬ 
rect  terms  of  accufation.  It  was 
under  fuch  circumftances,  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  make  that  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  public,  which  feemed 
to  afford  fo  much  matter  of  diffa- 
tisfaCtion  to  the  admiral.  It  had 
been  infinuated,  that  he  was  a 
hindrance  to  renewing  the  aCtion 
with  the  French  fleet  on  the  27th 
of  July;  feeling  his  honour  thus 
attacked,  he  waited  upon  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  to  have  the  mat¬ 
ter  fet  to  rights,  the  imputation 
wiped  away,  and  his  honour 
cleared.  But  finding  that  he 
could  not  obtain  that  red  refs, 
which  he  had  a  right  to  claim 
and  expeCl,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  appealing  to  the  public; 
he  had  flared  faCts  to  them,  and 
by  thofe  fads  he  would  fland  or 
fall.  It  was  undoubtedly  the  mofc 
difagreeable  circumftance  in  na¬ 
ture,  to  a  man  of  fenfibility,  to 
be  under  a  neceffuv  of  faying  any 
thing  again!!  a  friend  ;  but  where 
an  officer’s  reputation  was  at  flake, 
the  removal  of  an  unjuft  ftigma, 
was  certainly  an  objeCl  that  fu- 
perfeded  all  other  conflderaticns^ 
He  declared  in  the  ftrongeft  verms, 
that  the  report  of  his  not  obeying 
iignals,  was  a  djred  faiiehood  ; 

bus 
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but  that  if  it  had  been  even  true, 
tonfidering  the  circumllances  of 
that  day,  the  public  fervice  could 
not  have  been  affe#ed  by  it.  That 
however  unadvifeable  the  meafure 
tonight  be  at  prefent  with  refpe#  to 
the  public  interefts  or  fervice,  it 
was  much  his  intereft  to  vvifh  for  a 
public  enquiry  or  trial,  as  he  was 
certain  it  would  then  come  out, 
that  he  had  done  his  duty  in  every 
refpeft,  both  as  an  officer  and  a 
man.  He  concluded  by  again  af- 
ferting,  that  he  had  neither  been 
guilty  of  neglesft  of  duty  nor  cf 
ina&ivity  ;  that  he  was  by  no 
means  iriftrumental  in  preventing 
a  re- action  with  the  fleet  of  Monf. 
d’Orvilliefs  ;  that  he  defpifed  all 
the  means  reforted  to,  both  within 
and  without  doors,  to  vilify  and 
traduce  him,  as  a  profeffional  man  ; 
and  that,  confcious  of  his  inno¬ 
cence,  he  feared  neither  reports 
nor  afTertions,  a  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry,  nor  a  public  trial. 

Admiral  Keppel  replied,  that 
he  did  not  underftand  what  was 
meant  by  indire#  charges  and  in- 
finuations;  he  had  made  none; 
his  charge  Was  Angle,  open,  di¬ 
re#,  and  confined  to  its  obje#;  it 
Went  fully  and  fairly,  to  a  letter 
figned,  Hugh  Pallifer,  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  newfpaper  5  that  publication, 
exclufive  of  what  related  to  the 
defence  or  juflification  of  the  vice- 
admiral,  contained  feveral  mat¬ 
ters,  fo  objectionable  in  their  na¬ 
ture,  as  fufficiently  juftified  his 
adhering  to  his  determination,  of 
never  again  going  to  fea  with  that 
Officer.  He  had  made  no  other 
charge  againft  him  ;  but  as  the 
■vice-admiral  had  now  entered  upon 
the  fubje#  of  fignals,  and  de¬ 
clared  it  to  be  no  fault  of  his, 
that  the  fleet  of  France  was  not 
Vet.  XXli, 


re-attacked,  he  muft  fay,  as  to 
that,  that  he  prefumed  every  in¬ 
ferior  officer,  was  bound  to  obey 
the  fignals  of  his  commander  3 
and,  as  he  was  now  called  upon 
to  fpeak  out,  he  would  inform 
the  Houfe  and  the  Public,  that 
the  fignal  for  coming  into  the 
Vidlory’s  wake,  was  flying  from 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  till 
eight  in  the  evening,  without  be¬ 
ing  obeyed.  At  the  fame  time* 
he  faid,  that  he  did  not  charge 
the  vice-admiral  with  a#ual  difo- 
bedience ;  and  he  doubted  not, 
that  if  an  enquiry  fhould  be 
thought  iiecefifary,  he  would  be 
able  to  juftify  himfelf,  as  he'waS 
fully  perfwaded  of  his  perfonal 
bravery.  He  concluded,  that  as 
his  country’s  friend,  he  was  ready 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  its  intereff,  and  advance 
its  honour;  but  them  were  his 
objects ;  he  had  nothing  to  dd 
with  adminiflration,  and  was  lit¬ 
tle  felicitous  about  any  matter,  but 
what  related  to  the  due  performance 
of  his  own  duty. 

The  fixing  of  fo  material  a 
point  of  charge,  induced  Mr.  To 
Luttrell,'  who  had  been  the  means 
of  bringing  the  fubje#  forward* 
immediately  to  (land  up,  and  to 
move  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefiy* 
for  ah  order  to  bring  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  his  trial;  but  he  was 
caJled  to  order  by  another  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  for  deviating 
from  the  fubje#  of  debate  ;  ano¬ 
ther  motion  being  yet  undecided, 
and  that  bufinefs  not  proper iy  be¬ 
fore  the  committee.  By  this  means,; 
the  matter  was  deferred  for  the 
prefent;  but  the  gentleman  who 
had  intended  the  motion,  gave  no¬ 
tice  that  he  would  revive  it  on  the 
following  day. 


P  artly 


g8]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


Partly  from  the  intervention  of 
other  matters,  and  partly  from  a 
lack  of  attendance  on  fame  days, 
which  prevented  the  doing  of  any 
bufinefs,  this  lay  over  for  above  a 
week  without  farther  notice.  At 
length,  Mr.  Luttrell  having  dated 
the  grounds  on  which  he  founded 
,  his  motion,  moved  for  an 
1 1  addrefs  to  his  Majedy,  that 
he  would  be  plea  fed  to  give  di¬ 
rections  for  a  court  martial  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  conduct  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
and  relative  to  an  adtion  off  or 
near  Ufhant,  on  the  27th  of  July 
lad,  between  his  Majedy’s  deet 
and  the  fleet  of  France  ;  it  ap¬ 
pearing  to  this  PXoufe,  that  the 
laid  vice-admiral  did  not  obey  the 
fignalsof  his  fuperior  commander, 
when  preparing  to  re-engage  the 
fhips  of  the  enemy. 

The  motion  being  feconded, 
the  vice  admiral,  in  a  fpeech  full 
of  paflion  and  vehemence,  com¬ 
plained  bitterly  of  the  injurious 
treatment  which  he  had  received 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  who 
indead  of  judifying  his  charafter, 
when  perfonally  applied  to  for  that 
purpofe,  feemed  rather  to  coun¬ 
tenance  the  villainous  inflnuations 
which  feme  dark  affaffms  had 
thrown  out  againd  him.  That  his 
conduct  flnee  had  been  no  lefs  un¬ 
becoming  and  injurious.  For  with¬ 
out  venturing  to  come  forward  in 
a  fair  and  manly  manner,  with 
any  open  and  direft  accufation 
brought  formally  againd  him,  he 
had  dill  endeavoured  to  fupport 
the  afperfions  thrown  upon  his 
character,  by  fubdantially  charg¬ 
ing  him,  in  that  Houfe,  with  difo- 
bediftn.ee,  and  by  Teeming  to  lay 
the  want  of  fuccefs  on  the  27th  of 
July  at  his  door.  But  thefe  were 
9  ’  * 


inflnuations  which  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lie  under  ;  he  was 
confcioiis  of  having  performed  his 
duty  ;  nor  would  he  from  any  mo¬ 
tives  of  convenience,  expedience, 
or  public  opinion,  father  the  faults 
of  any  man.  The  truth,  he  faid, 
was,  that  the  admiral  wanted  to 
load  him  with  the  public  odium, 
ariflng  from  the  mifearriage  of  that 
day,  and  compel  him,  to  lubmit  to 
bear  the  blame  of  his  own  palpable 
midakes  and  incapacity.  * 

The  violence  of  this  language 
having  occafloned  the  friendly  in¬ 
terposition  of  a  gentleman  on  the 
court  fide,  who  was  app  rehen  five 
of  difagreeable  confequences  from 
its  continuance,  the  vice-admiral 
proceeded  with  lefs  vehemence  to 
inform  the  Houfe,  that  under  the 
circiimdances  he  had  deferibed, 
findirlg  that  he  could  not  obtain 
judice  by  any  perfonal  application, 
and  that  no  public  motives  could 
induce  the  admiral  to  bring  for¬ 
ward  any  charge  againd  him, 
which  might  afford  an  opportunity 
for  the  vindication  cf  his  chara&er, 
he  had  been  driven  by  neceffity, 
(not  having  a  right  to  demand  a 
trial  on  hirnfelf )  in  order  to  repair 
the  injury  done  to  his  honour,  to 
lay  ieverai  articles  of  accufation 
againd  Admiral  Keppel,  tending 
to  fhew,  as  he  would  hereafter  de- 
mondrate,  that  the  failure  of  fuc- 
.  cefs  on  the  27th  of  July,  with  the 
fubfequent  confequences  and  dif- 
appointment  to  the  nation,  were 
owing  to  the  mifeondudt  and  fault 
of  that  commander ;  and  that  he 
had  alfo  demanded  a  court  martial 
on  that  gentleman,  which  the  ad¬ 
miralty  accordinadv  granted.  He 
concluded,  that  the  meafure  he 
had  taken  was  dictated  by  felf- 
defence ;  that  he  had  taken  -it 

.  with 
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With  the  utmoft  pain  and  reluc¬ 
tance,  as  there  were  few  men 
living  he  had  a  higher  efteem  and 
veneration  for  than  the  honourable 
gentleman,  as  a  friend,  and  in¬ 
timate  acquaintance,  whom  he  had 
known  for  many  years,  and  whofe 
intimacy  and  friendfhip  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
happiek  circumftances  of  his  life. 

Nothing  could  now  exceed  the 
mixed  appearance  of  furprize,  con¬ 
cern,  and  difapprobation,  which 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the 
Houfe;  and  the  vice-admiral  had 
the  mortification  to  hear  his  con¬ 
duct,  both  with  refpeft  to  the 
newfpaper  publication,  and  the 
demand  of  a  court  martial  againk 
his  admiral,  openly,  and  without 
referve  condemned,  by  every  gen¬ 
tleman,  of  whatever  fide  or  party, 
who  fpoke  upon  the  occafion. 
This  was  kill  increafed  by  the  dif¬ 
approbation  which  appeared  from 
his  own  profeffion,  which  was  no 
lefs  general  or  explicit ;  feveral 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  dikin&ion 
m  the  navy,  who  were  then  pre- 
fent,  although  they  expreffed  great 
refpedt  and  ekeem  for  the  vice-ad¬ 
miral,  and  fhevved  the  greatek  ten- 
dernefs  for  his  charafler,  could 
not,  however,  refrain  from  an  ab- 
folute  condemnation  of  his  con- 
dudl  in  thoferefpe&s.  Nor  was  he 
defended  or  fupported  in  any  de¬ 
gree,  either  on  the  fide  of  the  mi- 
nikers,  or  even  by  his  brethren  on 
the  admiralty  bench. 

It  feemed,  however,  kill  to  be 
the  general  hope  as  well  as  wifh, 
on  all  fides,  that  fome  means 
might  yet  be  adopted,  to  prevent 
the  matter  from  going  any  farther; 
and  by  healing  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  two  officers,  to  ev'ade 
thofe  fatal  differ  lions  in  the  navy. 


and  cor.fequences  to  the  public* 
which  they  otherwife  apprehended. 
In  this  kate,  the  riling  of  the  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  himfelf  the  im¬ 
mediate  objedl  of  concern,  could, 
not  fail  of  drawing  all  eyes  and 
attention,  any  more  than  of  com¬ 
manding  the  mok  profound  fi- 
lence.  Admiral  Keppel,  thanked 
the  gentlemen  on  evefy  fide  of 
the  Houfe  for  their  friendly  par¬ 
tiality  in  his  favour,  and  for  their 
wifhes  to  prevent  an  enquiry, 
which  carried  in  its  very  face,  as 
well  as  nature,  an  implication  of 
cenfure  to  his  chara&er.  But, 
their  friendly  endeavours,  he  in¬ 
formed  them,  were  now  too  late* 
His  accufer  had  laid  fpecific  char¬ 
ges  of  criminality  againk  him* 
which  not  only  kruck  direflly  at 
his  life,  but  at  what  was  infinitely 
dearer  to  him,  his  honour;  and 
in  a  few  hours  after  thefe  charges 
were  laid,  the  admiralty,  without 
farther  enquiry,  fent  notice  to  him 
to  prepare  for  his  trial  by  a  court 
martial.  However  difagreeable 
fuch  an  event  might  feem,  as  the 
confequence  of  forty  years  fpent 
in  the  fervice  of  his  country,  he 
fhopld  not  only  meet  it  with  good 
will,  but  with  great  inward  fa- 
tisfaflion  ;  he  was  under  no  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  iffue  would 
afford  any  caufe  of  concern  to  his 
friends,  or  bring  any  difgrace  upon 
himfelf ;  his  heart  acquitted  him 
of  all  guilt,  and  he  made  no  doubt 
that  his  country  would.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  lie  was  in  a  fituation 
different  from  every  other  man  in 
that  Houfe,  and  fuch  as  he  had 
never  experienced  before  ;  that  he 
fhould  therefore  take  no  part  in 
the  prefent  queftion,  nor  ftay  any 
longer  than  while  he  was  fpeaking* 
He  concluded  a  fhort,  but  exceed- 
[G]  »;  ing!y 
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ingly  affecting  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
by  thanking  God,  that  he  was  the 
accuj'ed,  and  not  the  accufer ;  and 
then  immediately  quitted  the 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  fnewed  an  unufual, 
and  an  affecting  degree  of  lympa- 
thy  during  this  fpeech ;  and  at 
every  pauie,  as  well  as  its  con- 
clufion,  thofe  plaudits,  which  par¬ 
liamentary  forms  will  admit  of, 
were  almod  generally  bellowed. 
Upon  his  departure,  the  fituation 
of  his  accufer  became  by  no  means 
pleafant ;  as  he  was  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  hearing  fuch  diredt  and 
unqualified  cenfure,  and  general 
condemnation  of  his  conduct,  as 
few  men  have  experienced  in  that 
Houfe,  and  as  he  certainly  little 
expeiled  at  the  time  of  making  his 
late  fpeech.  This  was  carried  to 
fuch  a  length,  that  a  gentleman  in 

O  O 

his  place  declared,  the  whole  bu- 
finefs  carried  the  appearance  of  a 
preconcerted  fcheme  for  the  ruin 
of  the  admiral;  and  pointed  his 
fufpicions  diredlly  to  the  frit  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  confdering  the 
vice-admiral,  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  board,  as  merely  in- 
drumental.  And  notwithdanding 
violent  and  repeated  calls  of  or¬ 
der  from  the  admiralty  bench,  fo 
much  was  heard  upon  this  fubjeit, 
that  the  vice-admiral  thought  fit 
to  fubmit  to  the  neceffity  of  de¬ 
claring  upon  his  honour,  that  no 
perfon  whatever  had  any  previous 
knowledge  of  his  intentions. 

,  O 

A  naval  commander  of  diilinc- 
tion,  not  higher  in  rank  than  in 
public  eftimation,  gave  the  highed 
tedimOny  to  the  numerous  public 
and  private  virtues  of  the  honour¬ 
able  admiral  who  had  jud  de¬ 
parted.  He  faid,  that  in  forty 
years  acquaintance  and  mutual  fer- 
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vice,  he  did  not  know  a  fingle  in- 
dance  of  his  conduct  in  all  that 
time,  whether  as  a  private  or  a 
public  man,  as  a  gentleman  or  a 
feaman,  which  did  not  redound  to 
his  own  honour,  in  many  cafes 
called  forth  the  applaufe  and  gra¬ 
titude  of  his  country,  and  in  all, 
merited  the  approbation  of  every 
good  and  honed  man.  He  took 
notice,  that  the  only  accufation 
againd  the  vice-admiral,  was  laid 
by  himfelf  in  a  newfpaper  publi¬ 
cation  figned  with  his  name.  For 
in  anfwer  to  an  anonymous  charge, 
he  brought  forward  and  agitated  a 
matter,  but  little  known  and  lefs 
attended  to,  which  was  the  point 
of  not  obeying  his  admiral’s  fig- 
nals ;  and  having,  in  that  defence 
againd  nothing,  acknowledged  that 
he  had  not  obeyed  them,  he  thereby 
edablifhed  the  fact,  and  became 
fubdantially  his  own  accufer.  And 
the  fait  being  thus  admitted,  it 
became  impoffible  for  the  admiral, 
if  he  had  been  even  fo  inclined, 
to  weaken  or  explain  it  away  ;  the 
proof  being  of  that  fpecies,  which 
no  man  could  pretend  to  contro¬ 
vert.  Nor  could  the  admiral,  he 
faid,  confidently  with  his  own  ho¬ 
nour,  or  with  the  public  fervice, 
have  again  ventured  to  fea  with  an 
officer,  who  had  in  a  public  newf¬ 
paper  cenfured  his  conduct,  and 
on  the  day  of  battle  treated  his 
fignals  with  contempt. 

He  obferved  with  refpeit  to  the 
prelent  accufation,  that  the  vice- 
admiral  was  prefent  on  the  27  th  of 
July ;  that  he  was  a  witnefs  to  the 
pretended  incapacity  and  mi  (con¬ 
duit  of  his  admiral  ;  that  he  was 
not  only  filent  as  to  faults  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance  to  his 
country,  but  laviih  in  his  praifes  ; 
that  he  returned  with  him  to  port, 
,  .  corre- 
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correfponded  with  him,  continued 
on  terms  of  the  greated  intimacy 
with  him  ;  went  to  Tea  again  un¬ 
der  his  command,  returned  again 
to  port,  and  in  all  that  time,  and 
during  To  many  different  tran fac¬ 
tions,  not  a  fingle  fy liable  of  fault 
or  complaint  had  been  heard.  But 
now  all  at  once,  when  five  months 
are  elapfed,  when  the  vice-admiral 
confiders  himfelf  as  publicly  ac- 
cufed  in  the  newfpapcrs,  and  when 
a  motion  for  brino;incr  him  to  trial, 
had  been  announced  and  intended 
in  that  Houfe,  the  acctifed  fud- 
denly  becomes  the  accufer,  and 
cut  hart  five  articles  of  accufation, 
each  tending  directly  to  affedt  the 
life  or  honour  of  that  man,  whofe 
intimacy  and  friend  (hip  he  ac¬ 
knowledges  to  have  considered  as 
the  greated  happinefs  of  his  life. 

But  while  this  gentleman  feemed 
equally  to  condemn  and  regret  the 
conduit  of  the  vice-admiral,  he 
declared  he  could  not  refrain  from 
the  utmod  aftonifhment  at  that  of 
the  admiralty  ;  and  totally  regard- 
lefs  of  his  military  or  profeffional 
Situation,  proceeded  with  no  lefs 
freedom  in  its  cenfure.  He  faid, 
that  in  the  mod  favourable  con- 
drudtion  that  could  be  put  upon 
the  conduct  of  that  board,  it  could 
not  but  be  acknowledged,  that 
they  had,  at  lead,  adted  precipi¬ 
tately  and  rafhly  in  this  bufinefs. 
That  in  a  matter  of  fuch  national 
importance,  and  where  the  life  and 
honour  of  a  commander,  fo  high 
in  character,  and  of  fuch  didin- 
guifhed  fervice,  were  at  dake,  a 
greater  degree  of  caution  and  de¬ 
liberation  would  Scarcely  have 
been  more  neced'ary,  than  it  would 
have  been  becoming  the  character 
of  a  board  entrufred  with  fuch 
pQ\YPrs,  That  in  the  prefent  cri¬ 


tical  fituation  of  public  affairs, 
this  caution  was  the  more  necef- 
fary,  as  it  was  well  known,  that 
Admiral  Keppel  po defied  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  affedtion  of  the  navy 
in  fo  eminent  a  degree,  that  he 
was  little  lefs  than  idolized  by  all 
Britifh  feamen.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumdances,  he  faid,  that  board 
fhould  have  been  exceedingly  nice 
in  their  condudt,  and  circumfpedt 
in  their  proceedings  ;  and  not  the 
lefs  fo,  for  the  vice-admiral  beintr 
one  of  their  own  body.  Before 
they  received  his  complaint ;  or  at 
lead  before  they  adted  upon  it,  by 
taking  a  fingle  official  dep  a  gain  ft 
Admiral  Keppel,  they  fhould  have 
thoroughly  confidered  the  grounds 
of  difference,  the  circumdances 
which  produced  them,  and  the 
length  of  time  before  the  accufa¬ 
tion  was  laid ;  they  fhould  have 
recollected  that  the  accufer  was 
himfelf  accufed  ;  and  that  he  dood 
in  a  date,  which  could  fcarcely  be 
confidered  as  fhort  of  avowed  per- 
fonal  enmity  with  his  principal, 
and  which  might  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  to  be  even  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  influence  of  paffion,  at 
the  very  indant  of  his  laying  the 
charges.  They  fhould  have  acted 
as  moderators  upon  the  occafion  ; 
they  Should  have  given  paffion 
time  to  cool,  and  have  interpofed 
their  influence  in  healing  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  two  brave  and 
valuable  officers,  at  a  time  when 
their  fervices  were  fo  much  wanted, 
indead  of  blowing  up  the  (lame, 
by  rafhly  and  hadily  receiving  a 
rafh,  hafly,  and  paffionate  accu¬ 
sation  ;  and  thereby  drawing  on 
thofe  fatal  diffentions  in  the  naval 
fervice,  and  thofe  numerous  evils 
to  the  public,  which  they  had 
themfelves  declared,  mud  be,  the 
[G]  3  '  W* 
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inevitable  confequences  of  fuch  a 
trial  as  the  prefent,  But  as  things 
actually  y/ere,  he  would  fpeakout, 
and  could  not  but  fay,  that  their 
thus  eagerly  fnatching  at  an  oc¬ 
casion,  which  affefled  the  profef- 
fiona!  character,  the  life  and  the 
honour,  of  a  gentleman  fo  high 
and  fo  dear  in  the  eftimation  of 
bis  country,  more  efpecially  cbn- 
fidering  the  filiation,  and  the 
particular  degree  of  favour  in 
which  his  adverfary  flood,  carried 
fuch  fli  ikine  marks  of  the  moll 
glaring  partiality,  as  excited  his 
utmoft  aftonifhment. 

This  dire  ft  and  profeffional 
charge  againft  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty,  opened  a  new  fource 
of  debate,  which  was  warmly  agi¬ 
tated  on  both  fides.  The  com- 
miffioners  of  that  board  ftrenu- 
oully  infilled  their  conllitution  to 
be  fuch,  that  in  all  matters  of 
accufation,  they  were  obliged  to 
a£t  minifterially  ;  they  had  no  ju¬ 
dicial  power;  but  when  a  com¬ 
plaint  was  preferred,  they  were, 
as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  in  dis¬ 
charge  of  their  office,  not  only 
compelled  to  receive  it,  but  to 
give  the  neceffary  directions  for 
proceeding  to  trial.  Under  fuch 
circumftances  the  board  had  no 
option  ;  the  accufation  being  once 
made,  they  could  not  reject;  they 
could  not  qualify  ;  they  mu  ft  have 
afted  juft  as  they  did.  .  Being, 
however,  afterwards  hard  prefted 
in  argument,  they  acknowledged 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  that 
if  the  accufation  was  loofely  or 
inaccurately  drawn  up;  if  it  was 
frivolous  and  vexatious  in  its  ten¬ 
dency  ;  or  if  it  was  deftitute  of 
fpecification ;  then,  indeed,  it 
might  have  been  the  duty  of  the 
admiralty  to  look  to  the  tendency 


and  confequences  of  fuch  a  loofb 
indefinite  charge;  to  which,  from 
its  inaccuracy,  or  want  of  fpecifi¬ 
cation,  no  proper  defence  could 
be  made,  and  from  whence,  con- 
fequently,  no  definitive  iiTue  could 
be  obtained.  But  none  of  chefe 
matters  held  in  the  prdent  in- 
ftance.  The  vice-admiral  had 
preferred  an  accufation,  con  fitting 
of  five  feparate  artie’es,  or  charges, 
properly  drawn  up,  and  fptcifi- 
cally  pointed.  What  then  could 
the  admiralty  board  do  ?  They 
muft  either  take  upon  them  to 
prejudge  the  truth  of  thofe  char¬ 
ges  ;  or  they  muft  admit  them  to 
be  fuch  as  were  fit  to  be  fent  to 
the  confideraticn  of  a  court  mar¬ 
tial.  The  firft,  they  could  not, 
dared  not  do,  being  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  truth  or  falfe- 
hood  ;  thefecond,  they were  com¬ 
pelled  to  comply  with,  becaufe 
the  matter  admitted  of  no  alter¬ 
native. 

But  neither  this  doftrine,  nor 
the  ground  of  defence  to  which 
it  was  applied,  paiTed  without 
queftion  and  cenfure  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance.  The  oppofition  in¬ 
filled,  that  the  admiralty  were  not 
only  endued  with  diferetionary 
powers  competent  to  the  purpofe  ; 
but  that  the  exercife  of  them  was 
one  of  their  great  and  principal 
duties ;  it  was  among  the  moft 
ufeful  purpofes  of  their  inftitu- 
tion  ;  and  they  reprefented  their 
omiffion  of  it  on  the  prefen t  oc- 
cafion  as  highly  culpable.  They 
faid,  that  the  reftridtions  by  which, 
they  pretended  to  be  bound,  and 
the  doftrine  they  founded  upon 
that  pretence,  were  not  only  the 
moft  ridiculous  that  could  be  con¬ 
ceived,  but  they  led  to  the  moft 
ruinous  confequences.  They  would 

eftnbiilb 
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eftablilh  a  principle,  which  would 
go  to  the  deftruftion  of  all  naval 
fervice,  and  to  the  leaving  of  every 
fuperior  officer  at  the  mercy  of 
his  inferior.  If  the  whole  fleet 
of  England  was  upon  the  point 
of  failing,  upon  the  moil  fudden 
and  critical  emergency,  whether 
for  our  immediate  defence  againfl 
invaflon,  or  for  the  prefervation 
of  our  moil  valuable  foreign  in- 
terefts,  it  would,  under  this  doc¬ 
trine,  be  in  the  power  of  the  mod 
petty  officer,  in  fo  great  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  men  and  variety  of  cha¬ 
racters,  whether  through  malice, 
folly,  or  treachery,  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  whole  delign  and  operation, 
only  by  laving  fome  villainous 
charge  againfl  the  commander  in 
chief,  which  would  neceflarily 
keep  back  all  the  principal  of¬ 
ficers,  either  as  witnefles  or  as 
judges.  And  thus,  in  effect,  the 
whole  direction  of  our  naval  ope¬ 
rations,  would  either  be  con- 
figned  over  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  or  committed  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  folly,  of  malice,  or  of 
madnefs  at  home. 

But  they  obferved,  that  the 
commiffioners,  finding  themfelves 
unable  to  fufiain  that  monftrous 
doctrine  in  its  full  extent,  had, 
though  apparently  much  againfl 
their  will  and  intention,  and  dif- 
guifed  under  loofe  and  vague 
terms,  virtually  given  it  up.  For 
what  lefs  did  their  acknowledge¬ 
ment  amount  to,  that  if  accufa- 
tions  were  frivolous,  vexatious,  or 
unimportant,  the  board  might, 
and  would  reject  them,  than  to 
thole  very  difcretionary  powers 
which  were -contended  for  on  the 
other  fide?  Either  the  board  is 
not  competent,  in  any  inltance, 
to  judge;  or,  if  competent,  the 


board,  in  every  ftich  aft,  exer- 
cifes  a  difcretionary  power.  The 
conclufion  is  clear  either  way  ; 
every  thing  which  malice,  rage, 
or  folly,  can  fuggeft,  is  a  proper 
fubjeft  to  be  fent  to  be  enquired 
into  by  a  court  martial,  or  the  ad¬ 
miralty  board  have  the  right  con¬ 
tended  for  ;  that  of  judging  of  the 
magnitude,  extent,  and  probabi¬ 
lity  of  the  charge,  the  circum- 
fiances  which  brought  it  into  ex- 
ifience,  and  every  other  matter  con¬ 
nected  with  it,  which  might  enable 
them  to  be  the  means  of  promoting 
general  and  particular  juftice. 

It  feemed  undoubtedly  to  be  a 
new  and  Angular  circumftance,  that 
a  great  department  of  the  ftate, 
fhould,  to  all  appearance,  endea¬ 
vour  to  narrow  its  own  conftitu- 
tion,  rights,  and  authority  ;  whiift 
on  the  other  hand,  its  adverfaries 
in  the  oppofition,  were  endea¬ 
vouring  to  demonflrate  its  being 
endowed  with  thole  powers,  which 
it  totally  difclaimed  and  denied. 
The  different  fiatutes  relative  to 
the  admiralty,  were  quoted,  exa¬ 
mined,  and  applied  on  both  fides. 
In  effeft,  the  great  crown  lawyers 
being  hard  prelfed  by  their  adver¬ 
faries,  feemed  rather  to  employ 
their  time  and  abilities  in  making 
a  defence  for  the  firfl  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  than  in  ferioufly  de¬ 
nying  the  powers  of  the  board  at 
which  he  prefided. 

Although  fome  gentlemen  flili 
declared  their  opinion,  that  the 
original  mot’on  of  addrefs  for  the 
trial  of  Sir  y  ugh  Pallifer,  fliould, 
for  the  fake  of  public  juftice,  be 
carried  forward,  as  it  was  con¬ 
cluded,  that  motives  of  delicacy 
would  ever  prevent  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  from  becoming  his  accufer,  yet 
it  was  more  generally  concluded  on 
[G]  4  that 
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that  fide,  to  let  it  lie  dormant  for 
£he  prefent ;  and  to  prevent  its  re¬ 
ceiving  a  negative,  it  was  difpofed 
of  by  moving  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  which  operated  as  a  previous 
queftion,  arid  was  carried  without 
(Dppofition. 

It  was  juft  at  the  approach  of 
the  recefs,  when  Admiral  Pigot, 
who  had  during  the  courfe  of  this 
Ibufinefs,  on  every  pccafion,  ex¬ 
erted  himfelf  with  the  greateft 
warmth,  geal  and  activity,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Admiral  Keppel,  made  a 

rw  ,fith  motion>  that  on  ,ac' 
count  of  the  exceeding 

bad  Hate  of  health,  under  which 

that  gentleman  had  long  laboured, 

and  the  extreme  danger  to  which 

his  life  muft  be  expofed,  by  the 

confined  air,  and  the  want  of  ne- 

cefTary  room  on  board  a  fhip, 

during  the  length  of  time  that  his 

trial  would  probably  laft,  ,  and 

cpnfidgfing  the  great  number  of 

people  with  which  it  muft  be  ne- 

cefTaniy  attended,  he  might  have 
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leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable 
the  admiralty  to  order  his  trial  to 
be  held  at  fome  convenient  place 
on  fhore,  inftead  of  its  being  held 
aboard  fhip,  which  was  the  mode 
preferi bed  at  prefent  by  the  law. 

Notwithftanding  the  modifica¬ 
tions  and  alterations  which  this 
bill  underwent  in  both  Houfes, 
and  that  it  was  neceiTarily  brought 
back  from  the  lords  in  confequence 
of  their  amendments,  it  was  car¬ 
ried  through  with  wonderful  dif- 
patch  and  facility,  and  received 
the  royal  aftent  on  Chriftmas  Eve, 
Nor  did  it  meet  with  the  fmalleft 
oppolition  with  refpedt  to  its  par¬ 
ticular  principle,  as  tending  to 
its  direct  object,  in  either  Houfe; 
while  the  elogiums  on  Admiral 
Keppel  which  it  drew  out  in  its 
prog  refs  through  both,  efpecially 
the  lords,  would  have  been  deemed 
by  a  vain  or  ambitious  man,  as 
more  than  a  compenfadon  for  all 
the  hardships  and  dangers  of  hi§ 
trial. 


y 


CHAP, 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [105 


CHAP.  YI. 

Debates  arifing  on  questions  of  fupply ,  previous  to  the  recefs.  Augmenta¬ 
tion  of  14,000  men,  to  the  land  fervice.  Trial  at  Portfmouth.  Ad- 
mired  Keppel ,  honourably  acquitted.  Receives  ' the  thanks  of  both  Houfcs. 

Vice-admiral  of  the  blue  refigns  his  employments ,  and  vacates  his  feat 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Memorial ,  Jigned  by  twelve  admirals ,  pre- 
fented.  Great  dij contents  in  the  navy.  Rejolulion  of  cenfure  moved 
by  Mr.  Fox ,  on  the  conduit  of  the  admiralty.  Motion ,  after  long  de¬ 
bates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Second  motion ,  of  a  fimilar  nature , 
by  Mr.  Fox,  rejected  upon  a  divifon.  Two  great  naval  commanders , 
declare  againf  acting  under  the  prefent  fyfiem .  Refgnation  of  naval 
officers.  Sir  P.  J.  Clerke,  brings  in  a  bill  againf  the  contractors  ; 
frfi  qitcfiion  carried  upon  a  divifion ;  but  the  bill  rejected  upon  another. 
Bill  in  favour  of  Diffenters  brought  in  and  puffed.  Affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land.  Various  attempts  and  propofals  for  affording  commercial  relief  to 
that  country 3  prove  at  length  ineffectual* 


LTHOUGH  the  great  ques¬ 
tions  of  fupply  had  been 
carried  through  by  the  minifters, 
previous  to  the  recefs,  without  any 
marked  oppofition,  yet  they  were 
productive,  as  has  been  ufually  the 
cafe  of  late,  of  much  difeuffion, 
enquiry,  and  observation,  relative 
to  the  Specific  Services  to  which 
they  were  to  be  applied,  and  the 
nature  and  amount  cf  the  re- 
fpeCtive  demands.  The  mode  of 
conducting  the  war  was  a  general 
ground  of  objection  with  the  op¬ 
pofition,  who  contended,  that  our 
force  by  fea  and  land  fhould  be 
direCted  againft  the  foreign  Settle¬ 
ments,  or  home  poffefiions  of  our 
natural  enemy,  inftead  of  being 
wafted  and  Spent  in  fruitlefs  and 
hopelefs  exertions  on  the  continent 
of  America. 

That  party  infilled  much  on 
what  they  confidered  as  the  ruinous 
policy,  of  perfevering  in  the  vam 
attempt  of  Subjugating  America 
by  force,  Supported  as  it  now  was 
by  a  formidable  and  dangerous  al¬ 


liance,  when  we  were  already 
taught  by  a  dear  bought  expert-  ; 
ence,  which  had  at  leaft  afforded 
conviClion  to  all  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  it  was  extremely  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  we  were  capable  of 
executing  the  talk,  even  if  Ame¬ 
rica  flood  Single-handed.  Our 
only  rational  mode  of  conduCl, 
and  ground  of  hope,  now  was, 
they  faid,  toprefs  our  natural  foe, 
with  Such  vigour  and  force,  as 
would  compel  him  to  renounce  his 
American  fyfiem  ;  and  then  to  re¬ 
new,  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms.  Such  a  communion  of  in- 
terefts  with  that  people,  as  our 
pafl  injuflice  and  madnefs  would 
ftill  afford  room  for  obtaining. 
But  no  hope  of  this  fort  (they 
faid)  could  ever  be  entertained 
upon  any  rational  principle,  while 
we  exhaufted  our  force,  and  Squan¬ 
dered  our  treafure  in  America. 
On  the  contrary,  victory  and  de¬ 
feat,  in  that  fatal  war,  produced 
fimilar  confequences  to  ourSelves, 
and  equally  furthered  the  views  of 
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the  common  enemy.  And  every 
year  of  its  contiuance,  went  to 
eflablifh  the  ruin  of  both  coun¬ 
tries  ;  nor  would  it  require  a  long 
fucceflion  of  fuch  years,  to  render 
our  own  defhuCtion  inevitable, 
whatever  might  become  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

On  the  other  hand  the  minifiers 
contended,  that  America  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  lowed  date  of  weak- 
nefs ;  that  her  armies  were  anni¬ 
hilated;  that  die  had  already  con¬ 
tracted  a  debt  of  fit  y  millions  in 
the  prolecution  of  the  war  ;  that 
her  credit  was  fo  totally  Tank,  that 
the  congrefs  bills  were  fold  for  one 
fortieth  of  their  nominal  value  ; 
that  her  people  were  darving,  and 
in  want  of  all  the  neceffajries  of 
life;  and  that  in  this  date  of 
didrefs,  when  they  were  enduring 
all  the  mod  prefling  calamities  of 
war,  and  every  degree  of  domefHc 
rnifery,  they  were  alfo  fullering 
the  mod  intolerable  political  op- 
preflions,  from  the  tyranny  of  their 
nfurped  •  powers  of  government. 
That  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
people  abominated  the  French  al¬ 
liance,  and  execrated  the  congrefs 
on  that  account;  that  the  latter 
had  exceeded  and  .  ahufed  their 
powers  in  that  indance  ;  and  that 
the  political  and  hodile  connexion 
with  France  had  not  been  condi- 
tutionaily  ratified  ;  that  is,  it  had 
not  yet  received  that  fpecies  of  afi- 
ffent,  which  was  fundamentally, 
and  eflentially  neeefiary,  to  con¬ 
fide  utea  real  and  binding  compaCi 
on  the  people  of  America. 

They  a  deed,  whether  fuch  a 
date  of  things,  when  oppofed  by 
the  bleffings  of  peace,  and  thefie 
accompanied  with  conditution.il 
freedom  and  fecuritv,  did  not  af- 
ford  the  mod  probable  caufes,  and 
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the  bed  founded  reafons  for  ex¬ 
pecting,  that  the  colonies,  either 
feparately  or  conjunCily,  would 
co-operate  in  meafures  for  re¬ 
moving  their  public  and  private 
difirefies ;  for  getting;  rid  of  their 
oppredions,  and  diffolving  fuch  a 
'fydem  of  ufurpation  and  tyranny? 
The  probabilities  were  fo  drong 
in  our  favour,  they  faid,  as  to 
amount  to  little  lefs  than  aChial 
proofs ;  and  to  dop  fhort,  and 
fiacken  our  exertions,  at  the  very 
moment  that  fo  fair  a  profpeft  was 
opened,  would  be  fuch  a  degree 
of  political  abfurdfty  and  madnefs, 
as  no  people  had  ever  before  ex¬ 
hibited. 

As  to  withdrawing  the  troops,  or 
changing  the  object  and  direction 
of  the  war,  it  would  amount  to 
no  lefs,  they  faid,  than  a  dere¬ 
liction  of  America  for  ever.  Nor 
would  the  evil  be  confined  to  the 
lofs  or  independence  of  the  re¬ 
volted  colonies  merely.  Cana¬ 
da,  Nova  Scotia,  Newfoundland, 
Rhode  Idand,  New  York,  and 
the  Florida’s,  mult  follow  of 
courfe.  Our  Welt  India  iflands 
could  not  flay  long  behind,  nor 
could  they  afford  any  benefit  while 
they  remained  in  our  hands.  And 
yet,  dreadful  as  thefeconfequences 
feem,  even  in  idea,  the  abfolute 
lofs  to  ourfelves,  would  not  be  the 
word  part  of  the  evil.  But  all 
thefe  valt  acquifitions ;  thefe  une¬ 
qualled  fources  of  naval  domi¬ 
nion,  wealth  and  power,!  would 
be  thrown  into  the  balance  againll 
us.  They  would  become  .additions 
to  the  power  and  ftrength  of  our 
natural  and  mortal  enemy. 

The  ODpofition  anfwered,  that 
it  was  to  prevent  thole  fatal  con- 
fequences,  and  to  avoid  that  dread¬ 
ful  date  of  public  affairs,  now  too 

faith. 
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faithfully  defcribed,  that  they  had 
conftantly  oppofed  the  meafures 
which  led  to  the  lofs  of  America, 
and  endeavoured  at  all  times  to 
heal  the  differences  with  our  co¬ 
lonies.  But  the  event,  which  they 
fo  much  dreaded,  and  endeayoured 
to  prevent,  had  already  taken 
place.  America  was  loft.  It  was 
to  little  purpofe  to  wafte  time  in 
cavilling  about  the  term  inde¬ 
pendence.  She  was  independent 
in  faCt,  whether  we  allowed  it  or 
not ;  nor  was  it  in  our  power  to 
render  her  otherwife.  Were  we 
then  to  pcrfevere  to  the.  la  ft  in  our 
folly,  and  ailing  the  part  of  a  mad 
and  defperate  gamefter,  to  throw 
away  the  remainder  of  our  fortune, 
in  a  fit  of  vexation  for  the  lofs  of 
that  which  we  had  already  fquan- 
dered  ?  ' 

-  They  faid,  that  the  fame  de- 
lufive  picture  of  American  affairs 
which  was  now  prefented,  had, 
with  fome  occaflonal  alterations  in 
the  colouring,  been  exhibited  at 
the  opening  of  every  feflion  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles. 
The  objeCt  was,  however,  at  all 
times  the  fame.  It  being  merely 
intended  to  lead  the  nation,  from 
year  to  year,  ftill  farther  on  in 
error  and  ruin.  The  Americans 
had  been  alternately  reprefented 
as  cowards,  as  beggars,  as  an  tm- 
difciplined  mob,  as  being  not  only 
without  arms.,  and  all  military 
provifion,  but  being  deftitute  even 
of  the  common  means  of  exiftence, 
and  in  that  lair  ftate  of  wretched- 
nefs,  exceedingly  well  difpofed  to 
cut  each  others  throats.  And  as 
if  there  were  no  bounds  fuppofed 
to  our  credulity,  nor  limits  in¬ 
tended  to  our  wonder,  they  arc 
reprefented  as  being  in  general 
loyal  fubjefts,  and  firmly  attached 


to  the  government  of  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  we  are  informed,  that 
the  many  are  not  only  moft  unac¬ 
countably  kept  in  bondage  by  the 
few,  but  that  they  are  compelled 
to  take  arms  in  their  hands,  and 
totally  contrary  to  their  inclina¬ 
tion  and  will,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  a  vagrant  congrefs,  and  of  a 
handful  of  factious  leaders,  whom, 
they  equally  hate  and  defpife,  a- 
gainft  us,  whom  they  regard  and 
confider  as  their  beft  friends. 

To  thefe  reprefentations,  they 
oppofed  a  view  of  the  prodigious 
force  by  fea  and  land,  fupported 
at  an  expence  of  treafure  un¬ 
known  in  any  former  warfare, 
which  had  been  fo  Jong  and  fo 
ineffectually  employed  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  fuch  a  country,  de¬ 
fended  by  fuch  wretched  foldiei's, 
and  aCting  under  fuch  a  feeble  and 
odious  government.  A  force  and 
a  treafure,  they  faid,  which,  un¬ 
der  a  wife  and  able  direction, 
might  have  afpired,  and  not  un- 
fucceftfully,  to  the  fubverfion  of 
fome  one,  among  many,  of  the 
oldeft  and  beft  eftablifhed  ftates  in. 
the  univerfe.  And  yet,  thofe  fol- 
diers,  and  that  government,  have 
fuccefsfuliy  refilled  this  mighty 
force  by  fea  and  land ;  and  have, 
for  a  fucceffion  of  years,  and 
through  a  variety  of  hard  and 
bloody  conflicts,  baffled  the  ut- 
moft  efforts,  of  one  of  the  beft 
provided,  beft  difciplined,  and 
braveft  armies  that  ever  exifted. 

The  motion  for  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  14,000  men  to  the  land 
fervice,  which  was  made  by  the 
fecretary  at  war  on  the  14th  of 
December,  although  it  was  agreed 
to,  yet  brought  out  much  of  this 
fort  of  diffusion.  It  alfo  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  a  revival  of 
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thofe  complaints,  which  had  been 
before  introduced  upon  other  oc- 
cafions,  of  the  undue  and  glaring 
partiality,  which,  it  was  faid,  had 
been  difplayed,  in  the  raifing  of 
new  regiments.  The  whole  tide 
of  favour  and  preferment,  the  op- 
pofition  contended,  had  been  di¬ 
rected  to  a  cettain  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  and  to  a  certain 
defer iption  of  men,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  military  rank  or  fervke, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of 
the  braved  and  moil  difiinguithed 
Englifh  officers.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  faid,  that  fome 
of  our  nobility  ;  men  of  the  krft 
rank,  fortune,  family,  and  dif- 
tin&ion  ;  men  alfo  high  in  mi¬ 
litary  fervice  and  knowledge;  who 
had  offered  to  raife  regiments  at 
their  own  expence,  for  that  pub¬ 
lic  defence  in  which  they  were  fo 
deeply  interefted,  were  not  only 
rejedled ;  but,  in  order  to  put  a 
flop  to  all  fuch  offers  or  applica¬ 
tions,  care  was  ftudioufly  taken, 
that  the  mode  of  rejection  fhould 
amount  to  direCt  infulr. 

During  the  recefs  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  for  fo  long  after  as  the 
pccaf on  continued,  the  attention 
of  the  nation  was  drawn,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  agitated,  in 
a  degree  which  we  have  not  be- 
fore  known,  by'  the  trial  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel ;  which  commenced 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  yth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1779,  and  was  not  doled 
until  the  nth  of  the  following 
February.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
peculiar  urcumftances  relative  to 
that  affair,  he  conduit  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  the  new  doctrine  (as 
it  was  charged  to  be)  which  they 
endeavoured  to  eftablifh,  that  they 
held  no  diferetionary  powers  of 
aCling  in  fuch  cafes,  ferved  all 
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together,  to  open  that  general 
ground  of  difeontent  in  the  navy, 
which  we  have  fince  feen  unhap¬ 
pily  fpread  to  fo  fatal  an  extent, 
as  to  feci ude  fever  al  of  our  fir  ft 
and  gr-eateft  officers  from  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country,  at  the  time 
of  her  greater!  diftrefs  and  moll  im¬ 
minent  peril. 

This  naval  difapprobation  be¬ 
gan  early  to  appear,  in  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  the  King,  finned  bv  twelve 
admirals,  including  the  oldelf  or 
moil  diftinguifhed  officers  then  al* 
home,  with  the  revered  name  of 
Lord  Hawke  at  the  head  of  the 
lift,  ftrongjy  condemning  the  con- 
duCl  of  the  accufer  through  every 
part  of  the  traniaClioo,  and  being 
little  lefs  explicit  with  refpeCt  to 
that  of  the  admiralty,  fo  far  at 
leaft,  as  they  thought  it  fitting  to 
pronounce  a  direbt  opinion  on  a 
mere  queftion  of  law  ;  and  alfo 
ftating  to  his  Majefty,  in  ftrong  co¬ 
lours,  the  prejudice  and  ruinous 
confequences,  which  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  precedent  and  prin¬ 
ciple  now  introduced  would  ine¬ 
vitably  bring  upon  all  naval  fer- 
vice  and  difeipline. 

On  the  mere  point  of  difere- 
tion,  thefe  naval  commanders  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  in  the  following 
tern*u  :  We,  who  are  not  of  the 
profeffion  of  the  law,  cannot  po¬ 
sitively  affert,  whether  the  board 
of  admiralty  hath  by  law  any 
fuch  diferetion ;  “  but  if  vve  had 
<(  conceived  that  this  board  haft 
“  no  legal  ufe  of  their  reafon  in 
t(  a  point  of  fuch  delicacy  and 
<(  importance,  we  fhould  haye 
known  on  what  terms  we 
“  ferved.  But  we  never  did  ima- 
gine  it  poffible,  that  we  were 
“  to  receive  orders  from,  and  be 
accountable  to  thofe  who,  by 
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“  law,  were  reduced  to  become 
f(  pnffive  inftruments  to  the  pof- 
<r  fible  malice,  ignorance,  or  trea- 
“  Ion,  of  any  individual,  who 
<(  might  think  fit  to  difarm  hi$ 
“  Majefty’s  navy  of  its  belt  and 
“  highell:  officers.  We  conceive 
“  it  difrefpeCtful  to  the  laws  of 
“  our  country  to  fuppofe  them  ca- 
r‘  pable  of  fuch  manifeft  injuftice 
“  and  abfurdity.” — 'The  piece 
concludes  in  the  following  man- 
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ner  i  *(  We  therefore  humbly  re- 
prefent,  in  behalf  of  public  or- 
t(  der,  as  well  as  of  the  difcipline 
**  of  the  navy,  to  your  Majefry, 
the  dangers  of  long  concealed, 
“  and  afterwards  precipitately  a- 
dopted  charges,  and  of  all  re- 
“  criminatory  accufations  of  fub- 
“  ordinate  officers  again  ft  their 
,c  commanders  in  chief ;  and  par- 
“  ticularly  the  mifchief  and  fcan- 
tc  dal  of  permitting  men,  who  are 
tc  at  once  in  high  civil  office,  and 
ff  in  fubordinate  military  com- 
Cf  mahd,  previous  to  their  making 
“  fuch  accufations,  to  attempt  to 
t(  corrupt  the  public  judgment, 
by  the  publication  of  libels  on 
c<  their  officers  in  a  common  newf- 
“  paper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny 
in  your  Majefty’s  navy,  as  well 
ts  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of 
C(  thole  who  are  to  try  the  merits 
“  of  the  accufation  againft  the  faid 
8<  fuperior  officer.” 

This  memorial  was  prefented  in 
the  clofet  to  his  Majefty,  on  the 
laft  day  but  one  of  the  old  year,  by 
the  Duke  of  Bolton,  who  had  de¬ 
manded  an  audience  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  was  himfelf  one  of  the 
fubfcribers.  It  feemed  ftrongly  to 
mark  the  general  diffatisfaCtion 
of  the  navy,  that,  at  leaf!;,  two 
thirds  of  the  admirals  who  figncd 
ibis  piece,  were  known  not  to  be 
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in  any  habits  of  connection  or 
c 'trim union  of  interefts,  he 

parties  in  opposition  ;  ar.b  .  V  on. 
the  contrary,  fever  a’  of  ’T  -d 
at  all  times  been  confide’-  d,  n 
their  fentiments,  tonduCt  «  »y-rcv- 
tions,  or  particular  oi-  ;  .tion  -,  to 
be  warmly  attached  to  i  he  prefent 
ad  minift  ration . 

The  rr;al  at  Port  fino  tit  h,  fe? 
not  much  lefs  to  affeCt  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Parliament,  than  it  did  the 
minds  of  the  people  at  large.  No¬ 
thing  material  was  done,  or  even, 
brought  forward  in  either  Houfe 
during  its  continuance.  The  Com¬ 
mons  met  on  the  14th  of  January, 
and  excepting  the  preparation  of 
a  new  recruiting  bill,  (brought  in 
by  the  fecretary  at  war)  which 
went  to  the  repeal,  and  was  per¬ 
haps  in  fome  refpeCts  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  former,  did  little 
more  than  meet  from  day  to 
day  to  adjourn.  The  Lords  met 
on  the  20th  of  January,  but  no 
public  bufmefs  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  until  the  middle  of  the  en~ 
fuing  month.  Indeed  fome  of  the 
molt  diftinguilhed  names,  and  molt 
aCtive  characters  in  both  Routes,, 
attended  the  trial,  during  the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  cf  the 
time  that  it  lafted. 

The  event,  as  well  as  thecircum- 
ftances  of  the  trial,  are  too  well  and 
too  generally  known,  to  rendeh 
our  entering  into  any  detail  of  the 
fubjcCt  neceffary.  It  will  fuffice  to 
ohferve,  that  the  court-martial, 
after  a  long  fitting  of  thirty  days 
upon  actual  bufmefs,  and  a  pati- 
•ent  hearing  and  inveftigation  of 
the  a! moil  endlefs  detail  of  evi¬ 
dence  which  it  naturally  afforded 
on  both  fides,  at  length  acquitted 
the  Admiral  of  every  charge  laid 
againft  him,  in  the  fulleft,  clea- 
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left,  and  to  him  moft  honourable 
terms  ;  farther  declaring,  that  he 
liad  behaved  as  became  a  judicious, 
Brave,  and  experienced  officer* 
And  that  at  the  fame  time,  cons¬ 
idering  themfelves  as  a  court  of  mi¬ 
litary  honour,  as  well  as  of  crimi¬ 
nal  jurifdiclion,  they  marked  the 
conduct  of  his  accufer,  in  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  the  fentence,  with  the  flrong 
and  Severe  condemnation,  “  that 
the  charg-e  was  malicious  and  ill 
founded.”  It  was  fuppofedto  be 
upon  the  fame  principle,  that  the 
court  did  not  clofe  the  trial,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  fentence, 
as  foon  as  the  profecutor’s  evidence 
was  finifhed ;  it  appearing  then 
evidently,  that  the  Admiral  mud 
have  been  fully  acquitted,  upon 
the  very  teftimony  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  operate  againfl  him. 
But  it  was  generally  thought,  that 
the  court  deemed  it  a  reparation, 
due  to  the  Admiral,  to  hear  the 
evidence  in  his  favour  ;  and  that 
the  world  Should  be  acquainted 
with  that  unparalleled  weight  of 
teflimony  to  his  conduffi,  honour, 
and  chara&er,  which  was  after¬ 
wards  given  by  fo  great  a  number 
of  difeinguifhed,  brave,  and  expe¬ 
rienced  officers.  The  addrefs  of 
the  prefident  of  the  court-martial, 
upon  reftoring  his  fword  to  the 
Admiral,  was  no  lefs  flattering  to 
the  latter,  than  the  fentence  was 
honourable. 

t?  u  i  On  the  day  after  thefe 
Feb.  ,  2th.  tranfaaion/  at  Portf_ 

mouth,  the  fentence, 
and  the  fhort  fpeech  made  by  the 
prefident, being  read  in  theHoufeof 
Commons,  a  motion  was  made,  and 
carried,  with  only  one  diflenting 
voice,  “  That  the  thanks  of  this 
“  Houfe  be  given  to  the  Honour- 
able  Admiral  Auguflus  Keppel, 


“  for  his  diflinguifhed  courage^ 
<f  conduCl,  and  ability,  in  defend- 
ing  this  kingdom  in  the  courfe 
<l  of  the  laft  fummer,  effeCtuallv 
protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
particularly,  for  his  having  glo- 
rioufly  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
Britifli  flag  on  the  27th  and 
,r  28th  of  July  laft.”  The  thanks 
of  the  Lords,  in  nearly  the  fame 
terms,  were  agreed  to  in  four  days 
after,  with  every  external  appea¬ 
rance  of  the  mofl  perfeCl  unani¬ 
mity. 

The  general,  public,  and  unu- 
fual  rejoicings,  which  took  place 
in  fu'ch  various  and  remote  parts  of 
the  kingdom  upon  this  occaflon, 
feemed  to  afford  a  flrong  prefump- 
tion,  that  the  people  in  general 
confldered  this  bufmefs,  to  be  at 
lead  as  much  a  public  as  a  private 
concern  ;  and  indeed  the  whole 
manner  of  celebrating  this  event, 
feemed  rather  as  if  it  had  been  a 
great  national  deliverance,  than 
that  merely  of  an  individual.  The 
rejoicings  and  illuminations  in  the 
cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler, 
were  of  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  has 
fcarcely  been  exceeded  upon  any 
public  occaflon  whatever.  The 
exceffes  committed  by  the  popu¬ 
lace  in  tile  latter,  which  were  di~ 
reCled  againfl  the  houfes  or  perfons 
of  thole,  whofe  fuppofed  (hare  in 
this  pran faction  had  drawn  on  them 
the  odium  of  the  multitude,  are 
freffi  in  every  body’s  memory. 
They  were  indeed  furious,  and 
had  a  tendency  to  fliock  and  dif- 
guft  many  of  thofe  who  partook 
the  inoft  heartily  in  the  general 
joy.  Even  the  iron  gates  and  pal- 
li fades  of  the  Admiralty,  were  not 
fufficient  to  preferve  that  building, 
from  receiving  flrong  marks  of  the 
popular  indignation  ;  nor  were 
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tome  of  the  great  officers  of  Hate 
free  from  fufficient  caufe  of  alarm, 
until  the  troops  were  brought  for¬ 
ward  to  their  protection. 

The  prevalent  fpirit  was  now  fo 
Itrong,  as  to  leem  to  operate  more 
or  lefs  every  where.  Nobody  was 
fo  hardy  as  to  attempt  to  juftify 
the  late  profecution  upon  its  own 
proper  ground.  For  a  confide- 
rable  time,  the  Admiralty  was  only 
defended  upon  the  plea  of  official 
neceffity  ;  and  the  conduCt  of  the 
profecutor  feemed  wholly  abandon¬ 
ed  by  all  his  friends. 

Admiral  Keppel  had  received 
an  early  letter  from  the  admiralty, 
acquainting  him  that  the  fufpen- 
fion  was  taken  off  in  confequence 
of  his  acquittal,  and  requiring 
him  accordingly  to  refume  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  although  he  complied  with 
this  requifition,  yet  from  the  cold 
official  terms  in  which  the  letter 
was  couched,  as  well  as  a  maimed 
quotation  it  included  from  the  fen- 
tence,  in  which  the  clfufe  mod  to 
his  own  honour,  and  that  which 
leaned  mod  upon  his  adverfary, 
were  both  equally'omitted,  it  feem¬ 
ed  upon  the  whole  to  indicate, 
and  was  underdood  accordingly, 
that  that  board  was  no  lharer  in 
the  general  fatisfaclion  which  at¬ 
tended  the  event  of  his  trial.  Nor 
was  his  reception  at  court,  faid  to 
be  much  more  pleadng.  Thefe 
circumdances  being  followed  up 
by  others  of  the  fame  nature,  the 
line  of  conduCt  was  underdood  to 
be  fo  marked  and  apparent,  that  it 
afforded  a  fubjeCt  of  open  difcuf- 
fion  at  different  times  in  both 
Houfes ;  the  oppofition  contend¬ 
ing,  that  it  tended  ftrongly  to 
fpread  and  confirm  an  opinion,  al¬ 
ready  too  generally  received,  than 
which,  nothing  could  be  more 


fcandalous  or  difgraceful  to  govern- 
ment,  namely,  that  the  attack 
upon  the  admiral’s  life  and  honour, 
was  rather  the  effeCt  of  a  combina¬ 
tion,  and  of  a  concerted  fcheme, 
framed  under  and  fupported  by 
the  fanClion  of  authority,  than  the 
cafual  refult  of  private  pique,  en¬ 
vy,  or  malice. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  officer,  who  was  now  be¬ 
come, the  objeCl  of  general  odium, 
was  compelled,  befides  the  lofs  of 
public  favour  and  opinion,  to  fub- 
mit  to  that  of  honours,  of  autho¬ 
rity,  and  of  fubflantiai  emolu¬ 
ments.  On  the  very  day  that  the 
fentence  of  the  court  martial  was 
difclofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  a  noble  Lord,  one  of  his  late 
brethren  in  office,  after  expreffing 
fome  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  notice,  he,  however,  faid,  that 
in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people,  he  would  inform  them, 
that  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  had  no 
longer  a  feat  at  the  Admiralty 
Board  ;  his  refignation  having  been 
accepted  that  morning.  In  this 
manner  things  continued  for  about 
a  week  longer;  the  oppofition  wait¬ 
ing,  as  they  faid,  to  afford  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  the  crown,  to  exprefs 
its  utmoll  reprobation  of  the  late 
conduCt,  and  therein  vindicate  its 
own  honour,  by  totally  difmiffing 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  from 
its  fervice.  At  length,  when  one 
of  the  moll  aCtive  leaders  of  the 
oppofition,  was  on  the  point  of 
moving  an  addrefs  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  information  was  given,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  had  refigned  his 
lieutenant-generalfhip  of  the  Ma- 
r.nes,  and  his  government  of  Scar¬ 
borough  Cattle;  that  he  had  alfo 
vacated  his  feat  in  parliament ; 
and  only  retained  his  vice-admiral- 
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fhip,  as  a  qualification  for  his  trial 
by  a  court  martial,  which  the  ad¬ 
miralty  had  ordered  to  be  held 
upon  him* 

The  ftrong  interefls,  which  were 
thus  agitated,  and  the  fpirit  of  en¬ 
quiry  raifed  by  the  pa  ft  and  the  de¬ 
pending  Courts-martial,  were  not 
eafily  1-aid  or  qualified,  and  natu¬ 
rally  direfted  the  attention  of  par¬ 
liament  to  the  affairs  of  the  navy. 
This  fubjedl  was  aim  oft  the  only 
one  in  which  parties  feemed  to  en¬ 
gage,  The  members  of  oppofi- 
tion,  directed  their  attacks  almoft 
entirely  againft  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty,  whom  they  confidered, 
in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs, 
as  the  moft  efficient,  and  confe- 
quently  as  the  moft  immediately 
refponfible,  of  any  of  the  King’s 
fervants. 

No  lefs  than  three  motions  of 
cenfure,  relative  to  the  ftate  and 
elifpofition  of  the  navy,  and  one 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  were  made  during  the  pre¬ 
fent  feffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
drefs  for  the  purpofe,  feveral  ex¬ 
tracts  of  letters  relative  to  the 
equipment  of  the  Breft  fleet,  ha- 
r/r  u  j  vino;  been  laid  before 
March  3d-  that  Houfe,  Mr.  Fox 
moved  the  following  resolution. — 
That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
that  the  fending  Admiral  Keppel, 
in  the  month  of  June  laft,  to  a 
ftation  off  the  coaft  of  France,  with 
afquadronof  twenty  {hips  of  the 
line,  and  four  frigates,  at  a  time 
when  a  French  fleet,  conlifting, 
as  there  is  p-reat  reafon  to  believe,- 
of  thirty-two  fhips  of  the  line,,  and 
certainly  of  twenty- feven,  with  a 
great  number  of  frigates,  was  at 
Breft,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea,  was 
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a  meafure  greatly  hazardous  to  the 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  without 
any  profpeCl  of  an  adequate  ad¬ 
vantage.  ** 

Mr.  Fox  introduced  his  motion 
by  a  very  able  and  animated 
fpeech  ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  h& 
acknowledged,  that  if  the  prefent 
was  carried,  he  would  follow  it 
with  another  for  the  removal  of  the 
firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  :  and  it 
would  then  reft  with  that  Houfe, 
whether  the  faCts  listed  in  his  mo¬ 
tion,  would  not  furnifh  matter  fuf- 
ficient  to  found  upon  it  a  parlia-j 
mentary  enquiry.  He  began  with 
fome  observations,  on  the  advan¬ 
tages  refulting  from  thofe  fort  of 
enquiries  which  he  propofed  ;  and 
which  are  peculiar  to  free  govern¬ 
ments.  He  faid,  that  fubfequent 
inquifitorial  controuls,  were  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  that  fecrecy  and  dif- 
patch  in  which  arbitrary  ftates  are 
thought  to  excel,  and  that  it  more 
than  compenfated  for  the  want  of 
them  ;  as  was  fully  proved,  by  the 
irrefiftible  exertions,  and  the  al- 
moft  inexhauftible  refources,  of 
free  ftates.  That,  vigour  of  exer¬ 
tion,  and  attention  to  duty,  are 
always  found  where  the  final  ac¬ 
count  is  inevitable  ;  and  where  no‘ 
favour,  no  court  cabal,  can  fecure 
negleCl  and  incapacity  from  detec¬ 
tion  and  puniftiment. 

The  propriety  of  entering  into 
the  refolution  propofed,  was  Sup¬ 
ported  by  the  following  very  em- 
barra fling  dilemma.  When  Mr„ 
Keppel  failed  from  Plymouth  on 
the  9th  of  June,  with  2c  fhips,  un¬ 
der  orders  to  cruize  off  Ufhant  for 
a  certain  number  of  days ;  the  ad¬ 
miralty  board  muft  have  known 
that  there  were  then  thirty  fail  of 
the  line  ready  to  proceed  to  fea  in 
Breft  water,  cr  elfe  that  board  was 

ignorant 
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i-ghorant  of  the  fatt.  If  the  for- 
mer,  it  was  faid  to  be  an  ail  of  the 
higheft  criminality,  to  rifque  the 
fate  of  this  country  in  fo  great  a 
difparity  of  force.  Had  an  en¬ 
gagement  happened,  which  mull 
have  been  inevitably  the  cafe,  had 
not  the  moll  confummate  wifdom 
2nd  love  for  his  country,  induced 
Admiral  Keppel,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
infinite  importance,  to  dl (regard  the 
orders  of  the  minifiers,  the  con fe- 
quences  might  have  been  fatal  to 
the  naval  power  of  this  country. 
Our  trade  might  have  been  ruined, 
our  coalls  infulted,  and  in  the  de- 
flru&ion  of  Portfmouth  and  Plv- 
mouth,  the  feeds  of  all  future  na¬ 
vies,  for  ever  exterminated. 

On  the  other  hand,  prefuming 
that  the  firll  lord  of  the  admiralty 
was  ignorant  of  the  real  naval 
force  of  France,  would  not  the 
coafequences  to  the  nation  be  the 
fame  ?  And  therefore,  it  was  afk- 
ed,  was  not  his  condudl  equally 
criminal  ?  For  negligencein  men, 
entrufied  with  the  fafety  of  na¬ 
tions,  was  very  different  from  the 
negligences  of  ordinary  perfons* 
In  fuch  men,  negligence  was  cri¬ 
minality.  And,  that  men  high  in 
office,  and  in  refponlible  fituations, 
did  in  effect  acknowledge  guilt, 
when  they  pleaded  ignorance  in 
j  unification  of  mifeohdutt  and 
negledl. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  before  ignorance  was 
fuiTered  to  imply  criminality,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  the 
fact  in  ciueftion  fhould  be  efia- 
blilhed  that  it  fhould  be  afeer- 
tained  beyond  a  poffibiiity  ofdoubt. 
That  the  fa£t  which  was  produced, 
as  the  foundation  of  the  fefolution 
now  propofed,  viz.  “  That  there 
**  were  27  fiiips  of  the  line  in  Brefl 
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“  water,”  was  fo  far  from  being 
proved,  that  it  was  not  even 
grounded  on  probability.  If  the 
papers  found  on  board  the  Pallas 
and  Licorne,  were  adduced  as 
proofs  of  the  facl,  nothing  could 
be  more  vague,  indefinite,  and  in- 
conclufive.  For  firll,  fuppofing 
the  import  of  thofe  papers  to  have 
been  ever  fo  precife,  it  was  to  be 
remembered,  that  they  were  en¬ 
tirely  without  date ;  and  in  the 
next  place,  that  they  contained 
nothing  more  than  an  order  to 
provide  anchorage  for  fuch  a  cer¬ 
tain  rate  and  number  of  fhips.  It 
therefore  contained  evidence,  not 
that  the  fhips  were  ready  for  fea, 
but  that  anchorage  was  ordered  for 
them  when  they  fhould  be  ready. 
If  the  vyritten  evidence,  they  faid, 
was  defective,  the  parole  evidence, 
given  by  Admiral  Keppel  (who 
had  been  examined  in  his  place, 
relative  to  the  verbal  information 
he  received  by  the  capture  of  the 
two  French  frigates)  mufl  be  no 
lefs  defective,  for  it  was  founded 
entirely  upon  the  written. 

But  the  evidence,  they  faid,  was 
not  more  defective  in  fupport  of 
the  prefumption  on  which  the  re- 
folution  was  founded,  than  the  cir- 
cumfiances  were  flrong,  which  went 
direftly  to  its  overthrow.  For  it 
appeared,  that  a  number  of  French 
merchantmen  had  been  fufrered  to 
pals  through  the  Britifh  fleet,  fo 
late  as  the  23d  or  24th  of  June.; 
The  flrength  or  weaknefs  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  in  all  have  been  known 
to  them.  And  if  the  Brefl  fleet 
had  fuch  a  fuperiority  as  was  af- 
fer ted,  what  reafon" could  be  given, 
why  they  did  not  inflantly  proceed 
to  fea,  in  order  to  meet,  and  to 
crufli  fo  inferior  an  enemy  ?  But 
although  M.  D’Orviiliers  was  in 
[//]  poffefiion 
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pofleflion  of  that  information  from 
the  23d  of  June,  he  did  not  leave 
Brefi  harbour  until  the  8  th  of  July  ; 
a  full  proof  that,  contrary  to  the 
words  of  the  refolution,  there  was 
no  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  there 
were  32,  or  even  27  (hips  of  the 
line  in  Breit  water  ready  to  put  to 
fea. 

It  was  averted  on  the  fame  fide, 
that  when  Lord  Hawke  was  lent  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  French, 
upon  the  rumour  of  an  invafion  in 
the  year  1758,  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  upon  hearing  the  enemy- 
had  a  fuperior  force  out,  fent  him 
orders  to  return  :  although  he  did 
not  receive  the  orders  until  the  fer- 
vice  was  ended,  that  gallant  and 
able  officer  anfwered  the  board  in 
his  letter,  that  he  ffiouid  never  re- 
linquilh  his  duty,  or  return  into 
port,  from  any  trifling  fuperiority 
of  the  enemy.  They  farther  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  the  evil,  which  was 
fuppofed  or  apprehended,  had  really 
happened,  and  that  Admiral  jCep- 
pel  had  been  defeated,  was  it  pro¬ 
bable,  or  could  it  even  he  fup¬ 
pofed,  that  a  con  fleet  with  a  Britifli 
fleet  of  20  {hips  of  the  line,  ihould 
have  left  the  enemy  in  a  condition 
to  purfue  their  victory  to  the  de¬ 
ft  ruction  of  all  our  naval  maga¬ 
zines  ?  The  only  victory,  they 
faid,  which  France  ever  obtained 
over  England  at  fea,  was  that  over 
Lord  Torrington  in  the  reign  of 
King  William.  Then,  inftead  of 
purfuing  the  advantage  they  had 
gained,  inftead  of  burning  Portf- 
mouth  or  Plymouth,  in  dead  of 
4*'  exterminating  the  feeds  of  all 
“  future  navies,”  the  French  fleet, 
contented  with  its  honours,  retired 
into  the  ports  of  France  to  repair 
the  damages  which  it  had  unavoid¬ 
ably  kiitained.  And  iuch,  they 


faid,  mu  ft  have  been  the  confe-* 
quences  of  a  victory,  if  they  had 
obtained  one,  in  the  prefent  in- 
fiance. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  replied, 
that  M. D’Orvilliers  continuing  in 
port  after  the  arrival  of  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  who  had  palled  through 
the  Bridffi  fleet,  was  by  no  means 
a  proof,  nor  did  it  even  amount  to 
a  prefomptive  evidence  of  any 
weight,  that  he  was  not  then,  with 
the  force  which  had  been  ftated, 
in  actual  condition  for  proceeding 
to  fea.  For  it  would  have  been  a 
meafure  extremely  hazardous  for 
that  commander,  and  which,  with¬ 
out  exp. refs  orders  from  his  court 
he  could  not  have  ventured,  to 
have  trufted  him  Cel  f  to  fea  with  27 
fail  of  the  line,  before  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  moft  undoubted  inform¬ 
ation  of  Admiral  Byron’s  departure 
from  the  channel.  For,  until  he 
was  perfectly  fatisfled  that  the  Bri¬ 
tifli  fleet  was  divided,  he  could 
have  had  no  affurance,  that  inftead 
of  twenty,  he  fliouid  not  have  en- 
countered  Admiral  Keppel,  with  a 
fleet  of  3  5  (hips  of  the  line  ;  which 
was  the  force  he  had  caufe  to  appre¬ 
hend,  including  Byron’s  fquadron, 
and  three  (hips,  which  were  ready 
for  fea,  and  which  he  had  therefore 
a  right  to  conftder  as  part  of  the 
fleet.  For  the  French  merchant¬ 
men  could  report  no  farther  than 
they  faw.  They  law  three  flags, 
and  they  might  perhaps  co.unc  20 
fail  of  the  line  ;  but  they  could 
not  poffibly  anfwer  that  there  were 
no  more  in  company. 

That  this  was  the  fcale,  by  which 
the  French  regulated  their  conduct, 
was  evident  from  what  (allowed. 
For  as  foon  as  Admiral  Byron’s 
defti nation  was  known  in  Pat  is, 
orders  were  lent  to  Breft  for  the 
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fl?°t  to  proceed  to  Tea  ;  and  M. 
D’Orviliiers  inftantly  weighed  an¬ 
chor  ;  which  affords  a  drone?  evi- 
dence,  that  nothing  had  retained 
him  in  B reft,  but  the  difficulty 
which  the  French  court,  as  well  as 
their  commander,  found  in  be¬ 
lieving  it  poflibie,  that  any  fet  of 
men,  fhould  fo  far  abufe  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  nation  which  they 
ferved,  as,  to  commit  in  a  defpe- 
rite  conteft  that  naval  power, 
which  it  had  cod  their  country  fo 
much  blood,  fo  much  treafure,  and 
fo  much  labour  to  acquire. 

They  alfo  faid,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  egregioufly  mil- 
dated  or  mifre prefen  ted,  than  the 
evidence  acquired  by  the  capture 
of  the  French  fripates,  had  been 
by  the  miniflers.  It  was  not  true, 
that  Admiral  Keppel  had  regulated 
his  conduct  by  vague  written  or 
unwritten  evidence  ;  nor  that  the 
latter  was  founded  upon  the  for¬ 
mer.  That  gentleman  had  tedi- 
fied  in  his  place,  that  the  evidence 
which  he  had  obtained  from  feve- 
ral  of  the  French  feamen,  who 
were  newly  come  out  of  Bred,  and 
whom  he  had  feparately  examined, 
all  went  in  the  mod  direCt  and 
ftrongeft  manner,  to  corroborate 
that  of  the  written  paper  ;  and  that 
they  all  agreed  in  the  great  cir- 
cumdances,  as  to  the  number,  force, 
ar,d  fituation  of  the  French  fleet, 
with  fuch  a  degree  of  exa&nefs, 
as  would  have  afforded  weight  to 
the  mod  doubtful  tedimony.  It 
would  have  been  curious,  they 
faid,  if  ic  had  not  of  late  become 
fo  common  as  to  lofe  the  effedl,  to 
hear  thofe  men,  who  have  the  au¬ 
dacity  to  refufe  all  means  of  in¬ 
formation  to  parliament,  repeatedly 
call  upon  the  oppodtiort  for  thofe 
dircCt  and  pclhive  proofs  in  fup- 


port  of  their  charges,  which  they 
themfelves  openly  and  avowedly 
keep  back.  It  was  only  the  other 
day  that  the  oppofition  had  moved 
for  all  thofe  documents,  which 
would  have  eftabliihed  their  charges, 
with  even  the  drongeft  degree  of 
legal  evidence  ;  and  thofe  very  mi- 
niders,  who  now  have  the  effron¬ 
tery  to  call  for  proofs,  were  them- 
fel  ves  the  perfons,  who  under  the 
mod  frivolous  and  fhameful  pre¬ 
tences,  had  procured,  in  that 
Houfe,  a  negative  to  their  mo¬ 
tion.  It  was,  however,  fortunate, 
they  faid,  that  thofe  papers  on  the 
table,  which  miniders  could  find 
no  pretence  or  colour  for  keeping 
back,  would,  along  with  the  tef- 
timony  given  by  the  honourable 
admiral,  afford  fufficient  evidence 
for  the  Houfe  to  proceed  on,  and 
fufficient  ground  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  motion. 

The  quedion  being  put  after 
one  o’clock,  the  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  ,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  only  of  34,  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing  204  to  170. 

This  was  an  unufual  divifion  on 
the  fide  of  the  minority.  And  the 
minider  (hewed  a  degree  of  paffion 
and  vehemence  in  different  parts 
of  this  debate,  which  was  not  at 
all  cudomary  with  him.  It  has  been 
obferved  by  fome,  who  from  long 
experience  think  they  may  form 
an  opinion  on  the  appearances  of 
things  in  that  Houfe,  that  the 
quedion  would  probably  have  been 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  if  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  admini- 
dration,  having  equally  perceived 
the  fame  indications,  had  not  im¬ 
mediately  applied  himfelf  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  effeCt.  For  that  mini¬ 
der,  obferving  drong  marks  of  de¬ 
fection,  particularly  among  that 

[#]  2  part 
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part  of  the  country  gentlemen  who 
fupport  adminiftration,  recalled 
both  them  and  his  other  wavering 
friends  to  the  ftandard,  by  openly 
declaring,  that  the  motion  of  cen¬ 
time  againft  the  ftrft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  went  directly  to  himfelf, 
and  to  all  the  other  minifters ;  that 
there  could  be  no  di {crimination  ; 
as  they  were  all  equally  concerned 
in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs, 
they  were  all  equally  liable  to  an* 
fvver  for  the  confequences  ;  there 
could  be  no  feparate  praife  or  cen- 
fure  ;  whatever  reached  one,  muff 
reach  the  whole, 

Notwuh  {landing  this  defeat,  Mr. 
Fox  did  not  abandon,  he  only 
fhifted  his  ground  j  and  keeping 
his  object  (till  iteadily  in  view', 

March  8th.  bron*h*  the.bafiDeft 

forward  under  ano¬ 
ther  form  a  few  days  after.  As  he 
had  given  early  notice  of  his  in¬ 
tention,-  adminiftration  rallied  all 
their  forces,  and  the  Houfe  was 
even  more  full  than  it  had  been  on 
the  preceding  debate. 

He  observed  in  opening  the 
grounds  of  his  intended  motion, 
that  notwithstanding  the  general 
refemblance,  and  the  principle  be¬ 
ing  the  lame  in  both,  it  differed 
from  the  former  in  one  refpeCt : 

i  7 

that  being  particular  and  fpecific, 
whereas  this  went  to  a  general  pro¬ 
portion.  It  included  only  matter 
of  public  and  univerfal  notoriety ; 
matter  as  well  known  without 
that  Houfe  as  within  ;  and  as  fully 
in  the  poffeftion  of  ail  Europe,  as 
it  was  of  the  Britiih  parliament  or 
minifters.  It  called  for  no  fpecific 
proofs.  He  fhould  not  trouble  one 
gentleman  to  ftate  our  weaknefs  at 
home  ;  another  to  fhew  our  infe¬ 
riority  in  North  -  America  ;  nor 
would  he  appeal  to  the  whole  world 
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for  the  proof,  that  we  had  totally* 
abandoned  our  commerce,  our  con- 
fequence,  and  our  fortreftes  in  the 
Mediterranean.  Thole  forms,  io 
neceffary  to  fubftantiate  charges, 
where  there  was  the  fmalleft  room 
for  doubt*  fufpence,  or  hefitation, 
were  in  this  inftance  totally  need- 
lefs.  He  well  foresaw  what  other 
grounds  of  objection  would  be 
taken  againft  his  proportions,  but 
he  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  knowing, 
that  not  a  fyllable  of  their  contents 
could  be  controverted  in  point  of 
faCt ;  his  hardieft  opponents  muff 
acknowledge  them  to  be  literally 
and  fubftantially  true.  He  would 
therefore  trail  his  motion  to  the 
feelings  and  conviction  of  his 
hearers;  he  would  reft  it  on  that 
teftimony,  which  every  thinking 
man  mull  fecretly  fubmit  to,  and 
every  honeft  man  avowedly  de¬ 
clare  ;  he  would  appeal  to  no  other 
tribunal. 

He,  however,  thought  it  necef¬ 
fary  by  way  of  illuftration,  and  of 
bringing  fo  great  a  variety  of  mat¬ 
ter  within  fome  moderate  compafs 
of  view  and  remembrance,  to  trace 
the  round  of  public  affairs  and 
tran factions,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles.  In  this  courfe  he  took 
a  clear  and  comprehenftve  view,  of 
the  direction,  management,  ope¬ 
rations,  and  confequences  of  the 
war;  of  the  ftate  and  conduCt  of 
the  naval  department  5  he  fnewed 
what  minifters  had  done,  and  what 
they  had  negleCted  ;  he  recalled, 
with  precision,  their  declarations^ 
professions,  avowed  views.,  and  pro- 
mifes,  at  different  periods  ;  he 
fftevved  the  ample  means  which 
that  Houfe  and  the  nation  had  put 
into  their  hands,  and  the  fanguine 
expectations  which  they  had  ra¬ 
tionally 
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Tonally  formed,  upon  fuch  means, 
and  fuch  afiurances  ;  and  then 
dated,  in  what  manner  thofe  ex¬ 
peditions  had  been  anfivered,  and 
thofe  promifes  fulfilled.  But  he 
did  not  confine  himfelf  to  affur- 
ances,  or  to  declarations  in  either 
Houfe.  The  great  question  at  iiTue 
was,  whether  our  preparations,  and 
the  Hate  of  our  navy,  were  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  vad  fums  which  had 
'been  granted  for  thofe  fervices  ? 
This  was  a  matter  in  which  there 
was  no  occafion  for  promifes  to  fix 
the  public  refponfibility  of  mini- 
ilers.  And  it  was  a  matter,  he  faid, 
jn  which  there  was  not,/  nor  could 
not,  be  a  fecond  opinion,  either 
within  or  without  the  Houfe, 

In  taking  a  view  of  naval  af¬ 
fairs  under  the  prefent  marine  mi- 
niiler,  he  drew  up  a  comparative 
eilimate,  of  the  date,  condition, 
and  expences  of  the  navy,  during 
certain  periods,  and  under  equal 
circum fiances,  of  that  adminilira- 
tion,  and  of  former  times.  By  this 
edimate  he  would  make  it  appear, 
that  our  peace  eflablilhment  for  the 
navy,  had  cod  the  nation  nearly 
double  the  money,  during  the  five 
years  previous  to  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles,  which  it  had  done  in  thofe 
immediately  preceding  the  late 
war;  and  from  fimilar  calculations 
he  endeavoured  to  demon  Urate  a 
great  excefs  alfo  in  opr  prefent  war 
cllablifhment;  particularly  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  navy  in  the 
year  1778,  exceeded  that  of  1756, 
by  full  half  a  million.  He  then 
entered  into  a  drift  enquiry,  whe¬ 
ther  our  naval  preparation  and  ef¬ 
fective  drength  in  the  prefent  in¬ 
dance,  bore  that  proportional  fu- 
periority  over  the  former,  which 
the  nation  had  a  right  to  expeft 
froip.  the  expenditure.  And  hav¬ 


ing  on  this  ground,  as  he  faid,  not 
only  clearly  demondrated  the  con¬ 
trary,  but  that  the  navy  was,  in 
every  fenfe  and  refpeft,  greatly, 
and  mod  alarmingly  inferior;  he 
from  thence  inferred  jud  and  full 
caule  for  the  cenfure  of  that  Houfe, 
and  for  the  well-founded  refent- 
ments  of  the  people  at  large. 

He  fummed  up  the  whole  of  a 
long  and  fevere  fcruriny  into  the 
conduft  of  public  affairs,  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  war,  with  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  marine  depart¬ 
ment,  and  the  date  of  the  navy, 
in  the  following  conclufions  :  — 
Either,  that  miniders  afted  under 
the  dominion  of  the  grolied  and 
dulled  ignorance,  or  that  they  were, 
aftuated  by  finider,  corrupt,  and 
dangerous  motives  ;  and  that  they 
were  therefore,  in  either  cafe,  un¬ 
worthy  of  public  trud  or  confi¬ 
dence.  From  this  dilemma,  he 
faid,  there  was  no  efcape.  Ignor 
ranee  or  treachery,  was  the  only 
alternative.  —  His  motion  was  con¬ 
ceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
“  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe, 
ff  that,  the  date  of  the  navy,  on 
“  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 

,  o 

f(  with  France,  was  very  unequal 
f‘  to  what  this  Houfe  and  the  na<- 
“  tion  had  been  led  to  expeft,  as 
“  well  from  the  declarations  of  his 
“  Majedy’s  miniders,  as  from  the 
■(  greap  fums  of  money  granted, 

• f  and  debts  incuired  for  that  fer- 
“  vice  ;  and  inadequate  to  the 
“  exigencies  of  the  various  fer- 
rt  yices,  for  which,  it  was  the  duty 
“  of  the  miniders  to  have  provided 
“  at  fo  important  a  crifis.” 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  infilled, 
that  the  terms  of  the  motion  were 
not  fupported  by  the  fafts  dated. 
That  it  was  exceedingly  unfair  and 
irregular  to  refer  to  matters  which 
[tf]  3  fell 
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fell  in  former  debates,  and  much 
more  fo  to  any  thing  which  might 
have  been  faid  in  the  other  Houfe ; 
but  that  the  abfurdity  as  well  as 
lnjuftice,  of  paffing  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure,  founded  upon  fuch  Ioofe  and 
uncertain  grounds,  was  fo  palpa¬ 
ble,  as  not  to  require  obfervation. 
They  denied  the  fa£ls,  as  to  what, 
they  faid,  were  the  main  grounds 
of  the  motion  ;  namely,  the  fupe- 
rlority  attributed  to  the  French  in 
the  channel,  and  in  America ;  and 
with  refpect  to  the  Mediterranean, 
they  faid,  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
poffihle  to  provide  a  fuitable  de¬ 
fence,  to  every  part  of  poffeffions 
fo  widely  extended  as  thole  of 
Great-Britain  ;  fome  mud  be  neg¬ 
lected  ;  and  in  fuch  circumltances, 
miniflers  mull  exercife  their  dif- 
cretion  and  judgment,  in  attend¬ 
ing  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of 
thofe  places,  which  were  either  of 
the  greater!  importance,  or  the  mod 
immediately  expofed.  No  fair  or 
direct  inference,  they  faid,  could 
be  drawn,  from  the  comparative 
date  of  the  money  granted  for  na¬ 
val  fervices,  in  the  two  interims, 
previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
lad  and  the  prefent  war;  nor  from, 
that  of  the  fleets,  in  the  year  1756, 
and  1778.  It  was  well  known  that 
the  (hips  were  larger  now  than  at 
the  former  period  ;  we  had  then  a 
number  of  final!  frxrvs  and  iixty- 
tours;  no’-e  on  that  fmall  Icale  are 
now  retained  ;  that  rate  has  not 
only  been  greatly  improved  in 
point  of  fize  and  itrength  ;  but  its 
place  has  been  in  a  great  meafure 
fupplied  in  the  navy,  by  a  number 
of  new  feventy-fburs,  which  are 
built  on  fo  large  a  conflrudtion,  as 
to  be  nearly  equal  in  point  of  ton¬ 
nage  to  our  old  fecond  rates.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  fairly  com¬ 


paring  the  exertions  at  both  pe¬ 
riods,  it  was  not  doubted,  but  that 
our  force,  in  1778,  would  be  found 
fubdantially  equal,  to  what  it  had 
been  in  1756. 

The  contradiction  given  to  the 
faCts  dated  by  Mr.  Fox,  along  with 
the  reference  to  matters  in  which 
they  were  themfeives  immediately 
concerned,  called  up  the  two  great 
naval  commanders,  who  lately  had 
the  conduCt  of  our  fleets,  on  the 
home,  and  on  the  American  fer- 
vice.  The  noble  lord  who  was 
newly  returned  from  the  latter, 
and  who  feconded  the  motion, 
(Lord  Howe)  obferved  the  diffi¬ 
culty  he  was  under  in  fpeaking, 
led  it  fhould  be  fuppofed  that  what 
he  faid,  might  tend  to  any  glofs, 
or  undue  explanation,  of  the  affair 
which  he  had  himfelf  to  fettle  with 
the  miniders,  and  which  he  was 
pledged  to  that  Houfe  to  bring  for¬ 
ward.  But  being  on  the  other 
hand  apprehenfive,  that  his  total 
filence  might  be  confidered  as  an 
approbation  of  meafures  which  he 
totally  condemned  ;  meafures, 
which,  he  was  fully  perfuaded,  were 
weak,  incapable,  and,  if  longer 
permitted  or  purfued,  which  mud 
terminate  in  the  deitruCiion  of  the 
naval  power  of  this  country,  and 
confequently  of  the  country  itfelf, 
he  held  it  incumbent  on  him,  as  a 
public  duty,  to  prevent  fuch  an 
opinion  from  prevailing.  Among 
other  profeffional  matters,  which  he 
accordingly  entered  upon,  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  thought  the  means 
put  into  the  hands  of  ad  mi  nift  ra¬ 
tion,  were  fuch  as  enabled  them 
to  have  a  much  more  refpeCtable 
navy  on  foot  ;  that  above  all 
things,  the  Mediterranean  ought 
to  have  been  provided  for ;  he  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  convinced,  that  it 

would 
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would  be  impoffible  for  this  coun¬ 
try  at  any  time  to  preferve  its  na¬ 
val  fuperiority,  while  that  fervice 
was  n eg le&ed  ;  but  much  more, 
when,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
it  was  apparently  abandoned. 

He  concluded,  by  informing  the 
Koufe  of  the  motives  which  in¬ 
duced  him  to  retire  from  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fervice.  He  faid,  that  he 
had  been  deceived  into  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  that  he  had  been  deceived 
while  he  retained  it  ;  that,  tired 
and  dilgufted,  he  had  required  per- 
miffion  to  refign  ;  that  he  would 
have  returned  as  foon  as  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  it,  but  that  he  could  not 
think  of  quitting  the  Britilh  fleet 
in  a  ftate  of  danger,  whilft  it  had 
a  fuperior  enemy  in  the  American 
feas  to  encounter  ;  that  on  the 
whole,  his  firuation  was  fuch,  that 
he  had  been  compelled  to  refign  ; 
and  that  a  thorough  recollection  of 
what  he  had  felt,  and  what  he  had 
fuffered,  induced  him  to  decline 
any  rifque  of  ever  returning  into 
a  fituation  which  might  terminate 
in  equal  ill  treatment,  mortifica¬ 
tion,  and  difguft.  That  the  fame 
motives  and  ientiments  which  ope¬ 
rated  with  refpeCl  to  America,  mult 
carry  equal  force,  in  inducing  him 
to  decline  all  future  fervice,  fo 
long  as  the  prefent  minifiers  con¬ 
tinued  in  office;  for  that  he  was 
fufficiently  convinced,  by  a  full  arid 
decifive  experience,  that  befides 
rilquing  his  honour  and  profdiional 
charaCler  in  luch  an  attempt,  he 
couid  not,  under  fuch  counfels, 
render  any  effential  lb; vice  to  his 
country. 

Admiral  Keppel  reprobated,  in 
terms  of  the  utmofc  feverity,  the 
daring  affertion,  a>  he  ca’lcd  it, 
made  in  the  face  of  that  Houle, 
and  in  defiance  of  a  fad  known  to 


all  Europe,  by  a  noble  member  of 
the  admiralty  board,  “  that  the 
“  Bred  fleet  confuted  of  only  fe- 
“  venteen  fhips  of  the  line,”  at 
the  time,  that  under  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  a  fuperior  force,  he  had  re¬ 
turned  from  his  cruize  off  that 
port.  Among  other  curious  par¬ 
ticulars  relative  to  naval  affairs, 
which  came  out  in  his  fpeech,  he 
obferved,  that  in  the  years  1765, 
and  1766,  when  he  fat  at  the  ad¬ 
miralty  board,  a  fcheme  was  pro- 
pofed  and  adopted,  for  keeping  at 
all  times,  eighty  fhips  of  the  line 
of  battle,  with  a  proportionable 
numberof  frigates,  ready  for  aClual 
fervice  ;  he  likewife  dated,  that  if 
that  determination  had  immedi¬ 
ately  after  been  totally  abandoned, 
and  even  fuppcfing,  that  the  whole 
navy  had  been  annihilated,  at  the 
time  that  the  prefent  fird  lord  of 
the  admiralty  came  to  prefide  in 
that  department,  it  appeared  evi¬ 
dently  from  the  papers  before 
them,  that  the  grants  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  Raval  fervice,  within 
his  aaminiftration,  had  been  fo 
ample,  and  unufually  great,  that 
a  fleet  of  eighty  fhips  of  the  line, 
might  have  been  conftruCted  from 
the  keel,  and  in  aCtual  fervice  at 
fea,  without  any  additional  charge 
to  the  nation,  by  the  clofe  of  the 
year  1777  ;  whereas,  by  that  no¬ 
ble  lord’s  own  account,  we  had 
not  at  that  period,  in  all  ftations 
at  home  and  abroad,  quite  fifty, 
that  were  in  condition  for  fervice  ; 
and  he  believed  that  he  fhould  be 
judified  in  faying,  that  we  had  not 
forty,  fit  for  real  fervice.  He  far¬ 
ther  declared,  that  the  deficiency 
in  number,  was  not,  at  that  time, 
the  mod  alarming  circumdance 
with  refpeft  to  the  navy  ;  for,  that 
he  vvas  well  warranted  in  affirming, 
[H]  4  that 
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that  the  Ihips  in  general  were  not 
jn  good  condition,  nor  fit  to  bear 
long  or  difficult  fervices.  He  alfo 
ftated,  the  great  lofs  which  the 
naval  fervice  had  fuftained,  from 
the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of 
fngajtes  j  faid,  that  when  he  had 
been  advifed  with  in  hJovember 
3776,  as  well  as  upon  a  prior  oc- 
qafion,  when  foreign  preparations 
were  like  wife  fo  formidable  as  to 
excite  an  alarm,  he  had  iirongly 
prefied  the  neceffity  pf  fpeedily 
fuppiying  the  deficiency  of  fri¬ 
gates  ;  notwithftanding  which,  and 
the  obvioufnefs  of  the  matter,  that 
eilential  part  of  the  fervice  had 
been  entirely  negleded  ;  one  con- 
Tequence  of  which,  among  a  num¬ 
ber  of  bad  ones,  was,  that  great 
ihips  v/ere  obliged  to  be  fern  out 
upon  every  petty  occafion,  where 
frigates  would  anfwer  the  purpofe 
equally,  if  not  better  ;  whereby 
the  nation  was  not  only  put  to  an 
immenie  and  unnec.efiary  expence, 
in  the  repairs  of  thofe  capital  fiiips  ; 
but  what  was  hill  worfe,  when  they 
came  to  be  wanted  for  adual  fer- 
yice,  they  were  found  crippled, 
and  in  a  great  meafure  unfer  vice- 
able.  He  concluded  his  fpeech, 
by  declaring  the  admiralty  board 
Vo  be  totally  negligent,  uninform¬ 
ed,  and  in  every  way  unequal  to 
the  administration  of  the  naval 
affairs  of  this  country. 

It  vv.j*  not  eafy  to  withfiand,  upon 
their  own  ground,  fuch  ptofefiional 
charges  and  opinions,  corning  from 
fuch  authorities.  In  effed,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  principally  opposed,  upon 
the  general  allegation  of  its  not 
being  fuppprted  by  any  fufficient 
evidence,,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty  defended,  by.  a  fiat,  di- 
fed,  and  unqualified  contradiction, 
Ip  aljnolt  ay  cry  fad  hated  by  the 


oppofition,  whether  with  refped  tq 
the  prefent,  or  to  any  pall  itate  of 
the  navy.  Fads  and  affertions  fo 
diametrically  oppofite,  prefented 
fuch  an  apparent  opening  fop 
doubt,  that  a  gentleman,  well  un¬ 
de  rfiood  to  be  a  friend  to  admini- 
ftration,  though  feemingly,  in  cer¬ 
tain  cafes,  rather  doubtful  or  ec¬ 
centric  in  his  condud,  made  that 
uncertainty  his  ground  of  argu¬ 
ment,  Why  the  Houfe  could  not  in 
confidence  come  to  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure  5  but,  as  he  alfo  faid,  that 
appearances  were  fo  ftrong,  as  to 
juftify  an  opinion,  that  the  mini- 
lie  rs  were  culpable  in  fome  in- 
flances,  he  would  therefore  move 
the  previous  qu©ftion?  in  order  to 
leave  the  matter  open  for  further 
enquiry. 

The  fulnefs  of  the  Houfe,  how* 
ever,  afforded  fuch  a  confidence  to 
the  miniiler  in  his  ftrengih,  as  pre¬ 
vented  his  being  content  to  get  rid 
of  the  bufinefs  by  a  previous  ques¬ 
tion.  He  faid,  that  the  fads  and 
charges  which  had  been  dated, 
were  To  diredand  important,  as  to 
admit  of  no  medium  ;  they  muff 
be  either  eftablifhed  or  overthrown  5 
anfi  as  they  were  not  yet  fupporteq 
by  a  fingle  tittle  of  proof,  the 
mod  regular  and  parliamentary 
mode  of  proceeding,  he  laid,  for 
the  prefent,  was  to  meet  them  with 
a  dired  negative  ;  which,  he  con¬ 
tended,  would  not  by  any  means 
prevent  a  future  enquiry  into  the 
fubjed,  if  any  fufficient  evidence 
could  be  found  lor  its  fupport. 

The  queilion  being  to  be  put 
after  twelve  o’clock,  Mr.  Fox  arofe, 
and  requefted  that  no  perfon  would 
give  a  vote  in  favour  of  his  mo¬ 
tion,  who  was  not  .perfectly  fa  t  is  - 
fied,  that  the  general  fads  hated 
in  it  were  fully  proved,  both 

literally 
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literally  and  fubftantially,  and  that 
the  minifters  had  failed  in  their  re¬ 
peated  afl  urances  to  that  Houfe  and 
to  the  nation. 

The  motion  was  reje&ed  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  246, 
to  174.  Although  18  gentlemen, 
who  had  not  been  preient  at  the 
former  diviiion,  now  voted  with 
the  minority,  and  that  they  hadlike- 
wife  made  one  convert  from  the 
majority,  (a  gentleman  who  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  his  fpeech  the  force, 
of  that  univerfal  notoriety,  and  in¬ 
ternal  conviction,  which  were  not 
generally  admitted  as  evidence)  yet 
we  fee  that  thefe  additions,  were 
fo  nearly  ballanced  by  the  prefent 
abfentees,  that  the  increafe  of  num¬ 
ber  on  that  lide  was  trifling. 

The  difeontents  in  the  navy  now 
appeared  in  the  moil  alarming  de¬ 
gree.  We  have  feen  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  inftance,  the  determination  of 
Lord  Howe.  In  the  preceding  de¬ 
bate,  Admiral  Keppel  declared  in 
his  place,  that  after  what  he  had 
already  experienced  and  fuffered  at 
their  hands,  he  could  never  think 
of  refuming  a  command,  under  the 
prefent  naval  adminiilration  ;  that 
befides  its  being  inconfiitent  with  a 
due  regard  to  his  honour,  and  ex¬ 
ceedingly  hazardous  with  refpeCf  to 
his  profeffional  character,  he  was 
fully  convinced  in  his  mind,  that 
he  could  not,  under  their  influence 
or  conduCt,  promote  in  any  efTential 
degree  the  interefts  of  his  country; 
which  was  the  only  motive  that 
could  induce  him  to  undertake  its 
i>r vice.  About  this  time  alio,  or 
foon  after,  Sir  Robert  Harland, 
Captain  Levefon  Gower,  Sir  John 
Lind  fay,  and  fome  other  officers 
of  hiph  name  and  diltinguifhed 
merit,  either  quitted  the  fervice, 
or  declined  aC\mg  under  the  pre- 
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fent  fyftem.  And  fo  general  was 
the  difeontent  and  defection,  that 
it  was  reported  and  believed,  that 
no  lets  than  twenty,  of  the  mod 
experienced  and  diftinguifhed  cap¬ 
tains  in  the  navy,  were  on  the  point 
of  throwing  up  their  commiffions 
on  one  day  in  a  body.  Nor  was  it 
fuppofed,  that  the  prevention  of 
this  alarming  event,  was  to  be  at¬ 
tributed,  either  to  official  manage¬ 
ment,  dr  to  governmental  influ¬ 
ence.  Thus  had  the  nation,  the 
mortification  and  grief  to  behold, 
fome  of  her  greatelt  and  molt  popu¬ 
lar  naval  commanders,  and  of  her 
braveft  officers,  declining  her  fer¬ 
vice,  in  a  feafon  of  no  fmall  danger. 

The  fuccefs  with  which  Sir  P.  J. 
Clerke,  had  carried  his  bill  for  ex¬ 
cluding  the  contractors  from  Parli- 

O 

ament,  through  that  Houfe,  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  feemed,  fo  far, 
to  afford  fome  reafonable  ground 
of  expectation  of  fuccefs,  for  the 
prefent  year  ;  and  perhaps  he 
thought  it  probable,  that  after  fo 
much  time  for  cool  recollection, 
the  lords  would  not  think  it  fit¬ 
ting,  to  perfift  in  their  rejeCiion  of 
a  bill,  and  their  interference  in  a 
bufinefi,  which  feemed  fo  peculi¬ 
arly  appropriated  to  the  Commons, 
as  tending  merely  to  the  indepen¬ 
dence  and  purity  of  their  own  body. 
And  this  opinion  feemed  the  more 
feafible,  as  the  lords  had,  a  few 
years  fince,  feemed  to  lay  it  dowq. 
as  a  dcCtrine  not  to  be  departed 
from,  that  they  ffiould  not  at  all 
interfere  in  any  meafure  of  regu¬ 
lation,  adopted  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  for  their  own  internal 

t 

p-overnment. 

O 

However  that  was,  the  gentle¬ 
man  in  queition  had  moved  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  difqualifying  bill,  on 

the 
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the  fame  grounds  with  thofe  for- 
merly  propofed.  As  nothing  could 
poffibly  be  more  mortifying  and 
vexatious  to  minifters,  than  the  con¬ 
tinual  renewal  or  introduction  of 
this  fubjedl  ;  which,  however  it 
might  finally  be  difpofed  of,  fre¬ 
quently  called  forth  troublefome 
defences,  or  humiliating  acknow¬ 
ledgements,  and  always  afforded 
means  for  the  ftirring  up  of  fome 
difagreeable  or  odious  matter,  fo 
they  were  now,  as  ufual,  exceed¬ 
ingly  tender  and  irritable  upon  the 
occasion,  feeming  to  confider  the 
attack,  as  if  it  were  no  Id's  per- 
fonal  to  themfelves,  than  to  thofe 
who  were  its  avowed  and  immedi¬ 
ate  objects.  The  motion  was, 
however,  carried  upon  a  clbfe  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  i  58  to  143  ; 
having  brought  out  in  its  way,  no 
fmall  portion  of  the  ufual  matter 
of  charge  and  defence. 

Notwithstanding  this  gleam  of 
fuccefs  at  the  outfet,  the  mover  had 
foon  the  mortification  to  difcover, 
that  his  favourite  bill,  was  not  like¬ 
ly  to  prove  again  troublelome  to 
the  lords,  for  that  fome  eonfidcr- 
able  change  of  temper  and  opinion 
had  taken  place  in  that  Houle 
upon  the  fubjebt,  fince  the  period 
of  its  being  canvaffed  there  in  the 
preceding  feffion.  Whether  it 
were,  that  the  gentlemen  immedi¬ 
ately  concerned,  had  found  means, 
in  the  intermediate  time,  tojuftify 
the  purity  of  their  conduit  and 
principles,  and  to  fhevv  the  inno¬ 
cence  and  public  utility  of  their 
purfuits,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fer- 
ved  to  convert  and  bring  over  any 
part  of  their  opponents,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe  it  proceeded, 
fo  it  was,  that  the  bill  was  loft 
upon  the  motion  for  referring  it  to 


a  committee,  after  the 
fecond  reading ;  when 


March  n  th. 


the  queftion  was  rejedled  upon  a 
divifion  by  a  majority  of  41,  the 
numbers  being  165  to  124.  Af¬ 
ter  which  the  minifter  moved  that 
it  might  be  laid  by  for  four  months, 
which  was  carried  without  farther 
trouble. 

It  would  have  appeared  ftrange, 
if  that  fpirit  of  toleration,  which, 
within  a  very  few  years,  has  fpread 
fo  wonderfully,  though  in  different 
degrees,  through,  almoft,  every 
country  in  Europe,  fhould  have 
palled  this  alone,  which  had  fo 
long  valued  it  fell  for  its  enlighten¬ 
ed  views  and  liberal  difpofition,  in 
all  cafes  whether  of  civil  or  reli¬ 
gious  government,  without  dif- 
penfing  any  fnare  of  that  influence 
which  it  fo  freely  communicated  to 
others. 


But  they  mu  ft  have  little  attended 
to  fuch  fubjedts,  who  do  not  know 
the  difficulty  of  {baking  off  the 
trammels  of  fuperfiition,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  prejudice,  amongft  a 
people  at  large  ;  and  the  ftill,  per¬ 
haps,  more  arduous  talk,  to  cure 
laws  and  fyftems  of  government 
of  thofe  habitual  vices,  which  have 
been  fo  long  grafted  into  their  con- 
ftitution,  as  to  appear  a  part  of 
their  original  nature.  In  fadjt,  the 
number  of  penal  and  criminal  laws 
relative  to  religious  doctrines  and 
opinions,  which,  in  defpite  of  a 
manly,  and  liberal  philofophy,  ftill 
fubfifted  in  cur  code,  would  have 
di {'graced  that  of  a  nation  far  be¬ 
hind  us,  in  arts,  icience,  and  ci¬ 
vilization. 

Although  a  law  had  been  paffed 
fome  years  ago,  for  removing  fome 
of  thofe  legal  reflridtions,  which 
had  more  particularly  affefled  our 
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difTenting  proteftant  brethren  ;  yet 
more  Still  remained  to  be  done  in 
their  favour;  and  that  bill  was 
,  considered,  rather  as  an  opening  to¬ 
wards  future  indulgence,  as  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  times  fhould  ripen  to  a 
higher  degree  of  liberality  in  reli¬ 
gious  matters,  than  as  immediately 
curing  all  their  prefent  grievances. 
The  relief  granted  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  laid  the  ground  fairly  open  for 
a  prefent  application  to  parliament 
forredrefs;  and  the  liberal  opini¬ 
ons  known  to  be  held,  and  profef- 
fions  made,  by  forae  of  the  BiShops 
on  that  fnbjedt,  feemed  to  obviate 
the  apprehenfions  of  an  opposition 
in  that  quarter  where  it  was  moil 
to  be  expe&ed  2nd  dreaded.  In¬ 
deed  the  public  lodes,  calamities, 
and  dangers  of  the  times,  feemed 
to  render  it  now  a  matter  of  necef- 
Sity,  as  it  had  at  all  times  been  of 
duty  and  wifdom,  to  unite  the  in¬ 
terests  and  affections  of  all  orders 
and  denominations  of  men  in  one 
common  bond  of  union,  and  to  con¬ 
centrate  into  one  mafs,  all  the 
Strength  that  could  yet  be  found  in 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  empire. 

In  thefe  circumltances,  Sir  Henry 
Hoghton,  having  on  the  icth  of 
March  opened  the  way  by  an  in¬ 
troductory  fpeech,  concluded  by 
moving,  that  the  Houfe  fhould  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  in  or¬ 


der  to  confider  of  granting  further 
relief  to  proteftant  difTenting  mi- 
nilters  and  fchoolmafters.  The 
motion  being  very  generally  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Frederic  Montague,  by 
whom  it  was  Seconded,  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  the  bill  accordingly  framed 
and  carried  through,  under  his  au- 
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courfe,  it  being  eagerly  oppofed  by 
a  few  gentlemen,  who  (till  conti¬ 
nued  wedded  to  antient  high  church 
doCtrines  and  principles.  But  this 
oppolition,  was,  in  effeCt,  confined 
only  to  debate  ;  it  being  So  weak 
in  point  of  number,  that  a  motion 
which  was  made  on  the  17th  of 
of  March  by  Sir  William  Bagot, 
and  feconded  by  Sir  R.  Nevvdigate, 
for  putting  off  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  four  months,  was  fup- 
ported  upon  a  divifion  by  only  fix 
voices,  to  a  majority  of  77.  The 
bill  was  likewise  carried  through 
the  lords  with  great  facility  ;  and 
received  the  royal  affent  in  the 
courfe  of  the  feflion. 

The  unhappy  confeqaences  of 
the  American  war,  had,  by  this 
time,  affeCled  our  filter  kingdom 
and  ifland  in  the  molt  ruinous  de¬ 
gree.  For  although  the  whole 
amount  of  her  immediate  Ioffes, 
confidered  merely  as  a  fpecific  Sum 
in  point  of  calculation,  could  hold 
no  com  pari  fon  with  that  fu Stained 
by  England,  yet  the  leffer  Jofs, 
was  more  Severely  felt  by  the  poorer 
country,  than  the  greater,  had  hi¬ 
therto  been,  by  that  fo  vaftiy  ex¬ 
ceeding  it  in  wealth,  and  which  fet 
out  with  fo  immenfe  a  capital  in 
every  fpecies  of  commerce.  Other 
caufes,  than  thole  Ioffes  immedi¬ 
ately  fuftained,  and  direCtly  pro¬ 
ceeding  trom  the  American  war, 
concurred  in  accumulating  the  grie¬ 
vances  and  diftreffes  of  Ireland  to 
a  molt  alarming  pitch.  Be  Sides 
the  ahtient  reltraints  upon  her  com¬ 
merce,  an  embargo  had  been  con¬ 
tinued  from  the  year  1776.  Thu*, 
their  great  Staple  commodities  of 
beef  and  butter,  were  Shut  up  and 
perifhing  in  their  warehouies,  at 
the  very  time  that  their  great,  their 
only  free,  and  consequently  only 
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valuable  manufacture,  the  linen,  was 
contracted  under  the  deftru&ive 
and  fatal  blight  of  the  American 
war. 

Although  nothing  could  add  to 
the  diftreffes  oecaftoned  by  the  em¬ 
bargo,  yet  the  circumftances  atten¬ 
ding  it,  or  which  were  fuppofed  to 
attend  it,  ferved  to  render  that  mea- 
fure  more  intolerably  grievous  to 
the  people.  It  was  faid,  and  feem- 
ingly  upon  good  grounds,  that  it 
anfwered  no  beneficial  or  ufeful 
purpofe  whatever.  It  neither  ap¬ 
peared  then,  nor  ftnce,  that  the 
French  armaments  were  deferred  or 
laid  by,  through  the  want  of  Irifti 
provifions  ;  and  their  Weft  India 
iflands  were  fo.far  from  being  ru¬ 
ined  upon  that  account,  that  it  was 
well  known  that  they  were  fup- 
plied  upon  as'  good  terms  as  our 
iflands  with  many  articles. 

So  far,  they  alledged  as  to  the 
point  of  benefit.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Irifh  beheld  with  grief 
and  difmay,  that  the  northern  parts 
of  Germany,  and  other  countries 
adjoining  to  the  Baltic,  were  with 
great  avidity  preparing  to  grafp  at 
that  beneficial  trade,  which  was 
flipping  out  of  their  hands.  They 
had  already  begun  the  experiment ; 
were  fparing  no  ioduftry  or  exw 
pence,  in  procuring  proper  fait  for 
the  purpoie,  and  proper  perions  for 
inftru&ing  them  in  the  art  of  curing 
and  packing  their  beef,  and  had 
even  fent  fome  conflderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  it  to  the  French  market. 
Although  t'hefe  Samples  could  not 
come  in  any  degree  of  competition 
with  the  Irifli  beef  in  point  of 
gopdnefs,  yet  the  attempt,  or  even 
the  idea,  was  exceedingly  alarm¬ 
ing.  The  vaft  profits  which  the 
fupply  would  afford,  through  the 
lownefs  of  rents,  and  the  cheap- 
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nefs  of  cattle  in  thofe  countries, 
would  induce  great  improvements 
both  in  the  articles  of  feeding  and 
curing ;  and  there  are  few  ignoi 
rant,  that  a  branch  of  trade  once 
loft  or  transferred,  is  fcarcely  ever 
recoverable.  To  render  all  thefe 
circumftances  of  lofs  and  appre- 
henfion  the  more  vexatious  and 
grievous,  it  was  univerfally  faid  in 
that  country,  and  not  without  fome 
conflderable  concurrence  both  of 
words  and  opinions  in  this,  that 
the  fource  of  all  thefe  mrfehiefs 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a 
job,  which  owed  its  creation,  or  at 
leaft  its  continuance,  merely  to  the 
defign  of  throwing  immenfe  for- 
tunes  into  the  hands  of  fome  fa¬ 
vourite  contractors.  Nor  was  it  of 
any  avail,  how  unfounded  this  opi¬ 
nion  might  poffibly  be  ;  the  eftfdl 
was  the  fame,  as  if  it  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  firmeft  authority. 

Such  an  unhappy  combination 
of  things,  muft  have  generated 
difeontent  in  any  people  ;  but 
there  were  fome  local  and  peculiar 
circumftances  relative  to  Ireland, 
which,  exclufive  of  the  internal 
weaknefs,  proceeding  from  vices  in 
her  government,  and  the  former 
fhackles  on  her  trade,  ferved  to 
render  the  calamity  more  fudden 
and  conclufive,  than  it  might  have 
been  perhaps  in  fome  others. 

The  rent  of  lands  in  Ireland, 
within  the  laft  thirty  years,  had 
been  very  much  increased.  Al¬ 
though  this  rife  in  the  rents,  muft 
have  been  generally  fupported  by 
the  prices  given  in  thofe  markets 
which  took  off  the  produce  of  tho 
lands  ;  yet  it  was  afferted  by  thofe 
who  were  acquainted  with  that 
country,  that  competition,  and  the 
fpirit  of  {peculation,  W'hich  had 
lately 'produced  fuel]  pernicious  ef- 
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fe&s  in  both  kingdoms,  had  their 
(li are  in  the  rife.  This  {peculation 
failing,  and  the  competition  along 
with  it,  lands  fell ;  the  land  owner 
was  diflreffed*  the  farmer  ruined  ; 
and  a  very  general  failure  of  all 
Credit  enfued. 

Under  thefe  unhappy  circum- 
flances,  the  exceedingly  numerous 
populace  of  that  country,  (where 
the  middle  rank  of  life  is  but 
thinly  flattered)  con  fifing  of  the 
labouring  and  manufacturing  part 
of  the  community,  were  turned 
adrift,  without  employment,  and 
confequently  deftitute  of  all  the 
neceflaries  of  life.  Although  all 
the  means  were  ufed,  which  great 
and  numerous  aCls  of  private  cha¬ 
rity,  and  liberal  public  fubferip- 
tions,  could  poflibly  reach  to,  for 
alleviating  this  dreadful  calamity, 
and  that  20,000  poor,  were  faid 
to  have  been  daily  and  charitably 
fed,  for  fome  confiderable  time,  in 
the  city  of  Dublin  only,  yet  all 
thefe  efforts  could  only  cover  a 
fmall  part  of  the  evil,  and  it  was 
evident,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
employment  could  procure  that 
fub  flilence,  which  their  daily  la¬ 
bour  had  hitherto  fo  ufefully  pro¬ 
vided. 

It  is  probable  that  much  of  the 
extremity  of  this  diftr.efs,  had 
arifen  from  that  fluctuation  in  the 
ftate  of  commerce*  which  hap¬ 
pens  in  the  befl  of  times.  But 
the  effeCts  of  this  fluctuation,  be¬ 
ing  fuperadded  to  the  peculiar  ca¬ 
lamities  of  the  time,  funk  deeply 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
that  kingdom.  Of  courfe,  it  cal¬ 
led  on  the  attention  of  many  in 
this ;  though  not  fo  early,  nor 
with  fo  much  fyflem  on  the  part 
of  government,  as  could  be  wifhed. 
The  bulinefs  was,  however,  in 


fome  degree  brought'  forward  be¬ 
fore  the  holidays,  by  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
who  derived  their  titles  from,  and 
whofe  fortunes  principally  lay  in 
that  kingdom.  They  flated  in 
flrong  colours  the  diltreffes  of  that 
people,  and  fliewed  the  necefiity  to 
ourielves  of  affording  them  fpeedy 
and  fubflantial  relief,  which  could, 
as  they  afferted,  only  be  done,  to 
any  efleCt,  by  removing  thofe- im¬ 
politic  reflriClions  on  their  trade, 
which  owed  their  rife  merely  to 
the  narrow  fpirit  of  monopoly* 
operating  upon  miitaken  notions 
of  all  true  commercial  principles  5 
thefe  reflriClions  being,  in  reality, 
as  contrary  to  the  real  interells  of 
this  country,  as  they  were  abfo- 
lutely  ruinous  to  Ireland.  They 
accordingly  gave  notice,  that  they 
would  after  the  holidays  move  for 
a.  bill  or  bills,  for  granting  com¬ 
mercial  relief  to  that  country. 

Notwithftanding  this  opening, 
feveral  things  feemed  to  be  wanting 
to  afford  a  profpeCl  of  fuccefs  to 
the  propofed  meafure.  It  was  to 
be  lamented  that  no  regular  plan 
had  been  formed,  either  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  preeife  nature,  or  to 
the  extent,  of  the  relief  which 
was  to  be  propofed  or  expe&ed* 
The  minifler  took  no  part  ,13  the 
buflnefs.  Thofe  of  the-pp^ution. 
who  fupported  the  relief  *0  Ire¬ 
land  in  a  former  fefilon,  fupported 
the  prefent  bill. 

We  [hall  bring  together  in  one 
point  of  view,  without  regard  to 
time  or  occaflon,  a  few  of  the 
reafons  that  were  urged  at  the  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  in  which  this  bufl¬ 
nefs  was  agitated,  whether  in  fup- 
port  or  oppofldon  to  the  propofed 
meafure.  It  was  contended  on  the 
one  fide,  that  leaving  all  ideas  of 
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liberality  and  of  jufiice  out  of  the 
queflion,  we  were  now  impelled 
by  abfolute  neceffity — by  a  regard 
to  our  own  prelent  fecurity,  and 
future  prefervation,  to  cherilh  and 
preferve  the  remaining  parts  of 
the  empire,  and  to  concentrate  all 
the  people,  in  one  common  bond 
of  union  and  defence,  which  could 
only  be  done,  by  a  general  com¬ 
munion  of  interefls,  and  partici¬ 
pation  of  benefits.  That  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ireland  expedled,  and  had 
the  ftrongell  right  to  expert  re¬ 
lief.  That  this  was  no  time,  after 
the  heavy  lofs  of  our  colonies,  and 
of  our  American  commerce,  to 
hazard  that  of  our  filler  kingdom, 
whether  by  invafion  or  feparation, 
one  of  which  was  already  threa¬ 
tened,  and  the  other  equally  to 
be  apprehended,  if  we  did  not 
fpeedily  afford  that  relief  which 
was  expected,  and  now  propofed. 

For,  they  faid,  that  however 
exemplary  and  invincible  the  loy¬ 
alty  of  Ireland  had  hitherto  been, 
and  however  lingular  her  long  en¬ 
during  bufferings,  patience,  and 
forbearance,  there  were  certain 
fixed  limits  to  thofe  qualities  and 
difpofitions  of  the  mind,  beyond 
which  human  nature  was  utterly 
incapable  of  palling  ;  and  was 
even  liable  to  the  danger  of  re¬ 
coiling  with  great  violence  in  the 
attempt.  But  if  neither  of  thofe 
dreaded  events,  of  feparation  or 
conquefl,  fhould  take  place,  and 
that  we  fhould  flill  retain  the  in¬ 
glorious  and  unprofitable  boaft,  of 
remaining  the  foie  tyrants  of  the 
foil,  we  fhould  even  in  that  cafe, 
infallibly  lofe  all  that  could  damp 
any  value  upon  it,  —  we  fhould  lofe 
the  inhabitants.  For  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  that  as  foon  as  a  peace  took 
place,  if  our  oppreflion,  and  their 


iniferies  confequently  dill  con¬ 
tinued,  the  people  of  Ireland 
would  inevitably,  under  the  im- 
pulfe  of  the  fird  law  of  nature, 
emigrate  to  America  ;  whither 
they  would  convey  their  manu¬ 
factures,  arts,  and  their  induftry* 
It  was  already  too  well  known, 
that  the  American  armies  were 
principally  recruited,  and  their 
bed  troops  in  a  great  degree  com- 
poled,  of  thofe  unhappy  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  who  being  driven 
from  their  country  by  want  and 
oppredion,  were  compelled,  under 
an  equal  neceffity,  to  take  up  arms 
in  a  quarrel,  in  which  they  had  no 
natural,  intered,  and  to  died  their 
blood  in  a  con  ted  with  their  friends 
and  brethren. 

They  dated  that  the  Irifh  were 
our  bed  cudomers  in  many  great 
articles  of  cur  merchandize  and 
manufactures  ;  they  fhewed  the 
great  wealth,  with  the  additional 
drength  and  power  which  we  had 
fo  long  derived  from  that  coun¬ 
try  ;  they  endeavoured  to  demon- 
drate,  the  infinitely  grea'er  ad¬ 
vantages  of  every  kind  which  ihe 
was  capable  of  affording,  under  a 
wife  and  liberal  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  arid  infided,  that  the  fruits 
of  every  benefit  we  afforded  to  her 
in  commerce,  would  come  back  to 
ourfelves  with  accumulated  intered. 
To  judify  their  various  affertions, 
and  edablifh  their  fadts,  they  had 
moved  for  various  papers,  from 
which  they  fhewed,  That  the  ex¬ 
ports  from  England  to  Ireland,  on 
an  average  of  ten  years,  amounted 
to  z, 057,000!.  yearly, — That  the 
exports  from  Ireland  into  Eng¬ 
land,  upon  an  average  of  the  fame 
time,  did  not  exceed  1,3^3,0001. 
by  the  year. — That  confequently, 
the  balance  of  trade  in  favour  of 
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England,  exceeded  feven  millions 
fterling  in  that  time. — That  this 
was  exclufive  of  the  immenle  lams 
drawn  from  that  country  every 
year  under  the  following  heads  — 
viz.  Rents  to  abfentees — Penfions, 
and  the  emoluments  of  places  to 
thofe  who  never  faw  the  country  — 
Appeals  in  law  and  equity — Bufi- 
nefs  and  pleafure.*  t 

They  alfo  (hewed,  that  the  de- 
creafe  of  the  exports  from  England 
to  Ireland,  during  the  laft  two 
years  of  calamity  in  that  country, 
amounted,  upon  an  average,  to 
no  lefs  than  716,0001.  per  year. 
From  thence  they  argued  the  pro¬ 
digious  lofs  to  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  to  the  trade  and  manufactures  of 
this  country,  which  mult  proceed 
from  a  continuance,  and  a  confe- 
quent  increafe,  of  the  diilreffes  of 
that  country.  They  concluded  by 
alking,  whether  fuch  a  country, 
and  fuch  benefits  as  we  derived 
from  it,  were  to  be  wantonly  played 
with,  and  committed  to  unnecef- 
fary  danger  and  rifque  ?  If  it  ad¬ 
mitted  of  a  doubt,  whether  it  were 
better  to  afford  a  juft  and  reafon- 
able  indulgence,  or  to  hazard  the 
lofs  of  a  nation  ? — Whether  to 
have  the  trade,  manufactures,  and 
inhabitants  of  Ireland,  transferred 
to  America,  or  rendered  a  confti- 
tuent  part  of  our  body  politic,  of 
our  common  ftock  of  wealth, 
ftrength,  and  defence  ?  And  whe¬ 
ther  a  kingdom  fhould  be  facriftced 
to  a  fingle  town,  to  the  monopoly 
of  a  particular  diftriCt,  or  to  the 
ill-judged  clamours,  and  abfurd 
prejudices,  of  any  body  of  ma¬ 
nufacturers  whatever  ?  Gentlemen 
were  requelted  to  profit  by  expe¬ 
rience  ;  to  recolledt  the  fmall  con- 
defcenfion,  which,  a  few  years 
£nce,  would  have  preferved  and 


gratified  all  our  American  co¬ 
lonies. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  not 
believed  that  the  diftreffes  of  Ire¬ 
land  were  fo  great  as  they  had 
been  represented  ;  but  if  the  me¬ 
lancholy  description  was  realiv 
true,  it  was  not  fo  much  to  be 
attributed  to  the  trade-laws  here, 
as  to  mal-adminiftration  there  ; 
to  faults  in  the  internal  conilitu- 
tion  of  their  government,  and  to 
general  mifmanagernent  in  the 
conduct  of  their  afFairs.  Thefe 
were  matters  which  fhould  be  en¬ 
quired  into  and  redreffed  ;  and 
without  that,  no  fubftantial  relief 
could  be  afforded.  They  faid, 
that  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
the  American  war  were  equally  felt 
in  both  countries  ;  that  Ireland 
bore  no  more  than  her  Ihare  of  the 
calamity  ;  that  if  her  people  were 
famifhing,  our  manufacturers  vyere 
ftarving  :  for  that  the  plenty  or 
cheapnefs  cf  provifions  were  of  no 
avail  to  thofe  who  wanted  the 
means  to  procure  them,  and  who 
were  rendered  incapable  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  means,  through  the 
general  lack  of  employment  which 
now  prevailed.  That  in  this  ftate 
of  common  diftrefs,  however  our 
feelings  might  be  affected  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  our  brethren  in  Ireland, 
our  iympathy  was  more  ftrongly, 
and  more  naturally  attracted,  by 
thofe  fuffe rings  which  were  imme- 

o 

diately  within  our  knowledge  ; 
and  that  however  alarming  a  re¬ 
bellion  in  Ireland  might  be,  it 
could  not  furely  be  fo  much  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  apprehenfion  as  one  at 
home;  an  event  which  was  to  the 
full  as  probable,  if  any  addition 
was  made  to  the  fufferings  and 
grievances  which  cur  manufac¬ 
turers  already  endured,  by  a  fur- 

render 
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render  of  thofe  advantages  in  trade. 
Which  they  confidered  as  their 
birthright. 

The  firft  propofitions  held  out 
in  favour  of  Ireland,  although 
not  fpeciftcally  applied  or  moved 
for,  went  to  the  granting  of  her 
a  general  exportation,  in  all  mat¬ 
ters,  except  with  refpeft  to  her 
woollens,  (that  article  being  reck¬ 
oned  too  facred,  to  be  yet  meddled 
with)' — The  eftablifnr.fi ent  of  a 
cotton  manufactory,  Under  that 
right; — with  a  liberty  of  trading 
to  and  from  America,  the  Weft- 
Indies,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
But  thefe  being  thought,  en  the 
other  fide,  too  general  and  ex- 
tenfive,  as  well  as  too  alarming 
to  the  manufafturers  here,  they 
were  by  degrees  narrowed,  until 
at  length.  Lord  Newhaven,  who 
Conducted  this  bufinefs  in  the  de¬ 
tail,  entered  into  a  kind  of  com- 
promife,  on  the  15th  of  February, 
to  give  up  the  general  outline  of 
relief,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to 
fome  particular  and  fpecific  pro- 
pofidon.  He  accordingly  moved, 
on  the  10th  of  March,  that  the 
Koufe  Ihould  (on  a  given  day) 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to 
take  into  confederation  the  afts  of 
parliament  relating  to  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  fugars  from  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies  into  Ireland. 

The  objeft  of  this  motion,  was 
to  repeal  that  claufe  in  the  a£l  of 
navigation,  by  which  all  fhips 


laden  with  fugars,  were  compelled 
to  bring  their  cargoes  direCtly  to 
England,  from  whence  the  quan¬ 
tity  neceftary  for  the  confumption 
erf  that  country,  was  afterwards  to 
be  re-exported  to  Ireland.  As 
the  minifter  had  ftill  kept  himfelf 
clear  of  the  bufinefs,  the  queltion 
was  fairly  and  coolly  debated  on 
both  fides,  without  any  other  ap¬ 
pearance  of  party,  than  what 
merely  arofe  from  the ’locality  of 
representation  ;  and  after  a  full  dif- 
cufiion,  was  carried  by  a  majority 

Of  4^  tO  42. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  clamour 
without  doors  had  been  much 
fainter,  and  che  oppofition  from 
the  manufacturing  diftriefts  weaker,' 
than  they  had  been  in  the  pre- 
ceding  fefnon,  and  than  had  been 
now  expe&ed.  Glafgow  and  Man- 
chefter.  hovyever,  petitioned  ;  and 
the  minifter’s  late  warm  partizans 
In  both,  began  now  to  accufe 
him  of  the  duplicity,  whjch  they 
charged  to  his  prefen t  fyftem  of 
neutrality.  This  clamour  and  re¬ 
proach  fuddenly  brought  him  to’ 
a  determination  ;  and  fetting  his 
face  totally  againft  the  propofed 
relief,  it  was  accordingly  rejected 
upon  a  clofe  divifion  ;  the  queftiou 
for  the  fpeaker’s  quit- M  h  8th  . 
ting  the  chair,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  Houfe  might,  on  the 
day  appointed,  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  committee,  being  loft  only  by  a 
majority  of  62,  to  £8. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VII. 


Relates  on  the  army  extraordinaries.  Motion  for  printing  the  efimafes  re¬ 
jected  upon  a  divifon.  Committee  on  Eaft  India  affairs.  Reflations 
moved  for  and  carried ,  relative  to  the  violence  committed  on  the  late  Lord 
Bigot  in  his  government .  Motion  for  profecuting  certain  members  of  the 

late  council  at  Madrafs ,  agreed  to.  Mr.  Fox'  s  motion ,  for  the  removal 
of  the  firf  lord  of  the  admiralty  from  that  department ,  ist  after  long 
debates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifon .  Committee  of  enquiry  into  the  conduCl 
of  the  American  voar.  Amendment  moved  to  the  motion  for  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  Earl  Comvcallisy  by  the  minifer ,  and  carried  upon  a  divifon  in 
the  committee.  Amended  motion  then  put ,  and  rejected  upon  a  divifon . 
T bird  motion  rejected.  LranfaCiions  in  the  committee ,  difcujfed  in  the 
Houfe ,  and  refcinded.  Committee  revived.  Earl  Cornvoallis ,  and  other 
voitnejfes  examined y  in  behalf  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Hoove.  Counter 
evidence  propofed ,  and  agreed  to.  In  the  interim ,  General  Burgoyne's 
evidence  brought  forward  and  examined.  Counter  evidence  examined » 


Committee  fuddenly  diffolved. 

THE  large  amount  of  the 
army  extraordinaries  in  the 
preceding  year,  which  exceeded 
two  millions,  and,  was  faid,  to 
have  about  doubled  the  charge  un¬ 
der  the  fame  head,  during  any 
year  of  the  late  glorious  war, 
when  our  military  operations  were 
conducted  with  fuch  vigour  and 
effect,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
world,  occafioned  much  complaint 

■fc/r  ,  ,  and  cenfure  on  the 

March  22a.  r  ,  f  ,  r  . 

fide  or  the  oppontion, 

and  a  motion  from  Sir  P.  J.  Clerke, 

that  the  account  fhould  be  printed 

for  the  ufe  of  the  members*  He 

obferved  in  fupport  of  the  motion, 

that  from  the  great  length  of  the 

eftimate,  the  fingle  copy  on  the 

table  could  not  be  read,  much  lefs 

examined  or  comprehended,  by 

one  tenth  of  the  members,  until 

the  queflion  was  brought  before 

them  in  debate,  and  a  refolution 

propofed  to  be  palled  blindfold 

upon  it.  He  faid  farther,  that  in 

a  matter  of  fuch  importance  to  the 

Vol.  XXII. 


public  at  large,  in  which  every 
man  without  doors  as  well  as 
within  was  immediately  concerned* 
it' was  fair  and  neceffary,  that  they 
fhould  know  the  manner  in  which, 
fuch  immenfe  fums  of  their  money 
were  difpofed  of. 

The  minider  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion,  as  new,  unprecedented,  and 
diredlly  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  Houfe.  The  eftimate  was  a 
matter  which  undoubtedly  con¬ 
cerned  the  public  ;  but  he  could 
by  no  means  admit,  that  it  was 
therefore  to  be  fubmitted  to  the 
difcuffion  of  the  populace,  and  of 
the  coffee- houfe  readers  of  newf- 
papers.  The  real  public,  were 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  commons 
of  England  in  that  Houfe  3  they 
had  a  right  to  information  3  but 
he  would  never  allow,  that  the 
people  without  doors  had  any  fuch 
right.  He  alfo  faid,  that  al¬ 
though  he  was  not  prepared  to 
anfvver  it  precifely,  he  was  iu  !ly 
perfuaded  and  confident,  that  the 
[/]  affeir- 
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affertion  was  not  founded,  of  the 
prefent  account  of  extraordinaries, 
exceeding  that  of  any  year  of  the 
Jate  war.  But  it  was,  however, 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  vail 
diftance  of  the  feat  of  action,  mult 
Jieceflarily  enhance  the  expences  of 
the  prefent  war. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
lord  was  cfefired  to  recoiled,  that 
if  the  motion  was  new  and  unpre¬ 
cedented,  fo  were  likewife  the  na¬ 
ture,  the  coftdud,  and  the  confe- 
quences,  fo  far  as  the  latter  had 
yet  appeared,  of  that  war  to  which 
the  requifition  related.  They  faid, 
that  the  prefent  enormous  ac¬ 
count  of  more  than  two  millions, 
was  a  matter  not  only  of  the  moll 
alarming  nature,  but  which  went 
diredly  home  to  every  man  in 
England  ;  it  as  materially  affeded 
thole  without,  as  thofe  within  that 
Eloufe.  The  whole  body  of  the 
people  of  England,  whom  the 
noble  lord  politely  refrained  from 
calling  a  mob,  but  whom  he  de¬ 
signated  under  the  terms  of  po¬ 
pulace,  and  coffee -ho^fe  readers ,  were 
the  very  identical  perfons,  who 
were  to  pay  this  enormous  ac- 
couut  of  extraordinaries,  and  who 
feemed  therefore  to  have  fome 
right  to  be  informed,  and  even 
Satisfied,  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
their  own  money.  They  faid, 
that  the  extraordinaries  charged  on 
this  account,  amounted  to  very 
near  40I,  a  man,  exclufive  of  the 
flanding  pay,  clothes,  arms,  and 
ammunition,  of  all  who  had 
fervcd  in  the  American  army, 
during  the  year  1778;  and  that 
this  enormous  expence  was  in¬ 
curred  in  a  year,  not  only  diftin- 
guifned  either  for  inadivhy,  or  ill 
fuccels  ;  but  in  which  this  country 
had  not  near  fo  many  foldiers  to 


maintain  in  America,  as  fhe  had  in 
the  two  preceding,  when  the  charge 
under  this  head,  did  not  reach  to 
within  a  million  of  the  prefent  ac* 
count. 

The  minifter,  and  his  friends, 
controverted  fome  of  the  fafts  and 
calculations  made  on  the  other 
fide.  He  obferved  particularly, 
that  the  vail  alliance  of  the  field 
of  adion,  placed  him  under  a  ne- 
ceffityof  anfwering  the  bills  drawn 
upon  him  when  they  came ;  as 
without  that  degree  of  confidence 
on  the  fide  of  government,  with 
refped  to  thofe  who  were  en- 
trulted  with  the  care  and  fupply 
of  the  army,  it  would  be  im- 
pofiible  to  condud  fo  vail  and 
complex  a  bufi aefs.  He  allowed, 
that  he  could  not  poflibly  anfwer 
for  the  fpecific  application  of  the 
extraordinaries  j  but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  they  were  properly  ap¬ 
plied  ;  and  if  it  fhould  happen  in 
any  particular  inilance  to  be 
otnerwife,  the  error,  impofition, 
or  peculation,  would  be  readily 
difeovered,  and  fpeedily  redrefitd, 
when  the  particular  accounts  were, 
in  due  time,  received  and  exa¬ 
mined. 

He  ftill  perfiiled  in  objeding  to 
the  printing  of  the  eilimates ;  and 
the  quellion  being  put,  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejeded  upon  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  130  to  104. — 
The  fubjed  of  the  extraordinaries 
was,  however,  productive  of  much 
fubfequent  difeuffion,  as  well  with 
refped  to  particular  articles  of  the 
charge,  as  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
whole,  and  the  indecency,  which 
was  charged  in  very  fevere  terms, 
of  palling  fo  enormous  a  fum  in 
the  lump,  by  a  fingle  vote,  without 
examination,  and  that  done  at  a 
late  hour,  and  in  a  thin  Houfe. 

The 
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a  *i  r  u  The  Houfe  being  in 
April  16th.  „  .  £  a 

r  a  committee  on  haft 

India  affairs,  foon  after  the  Eafler 
recefs,  Admiral  Pigot  entered  into 
a  detail  of  the  caufes  which  led  to, 
and  the  circumitances  which  at¬ 
tended,  the  appointment  of  his 
brother,  the  late  Lord  Pigot,  to 
the  government  and  prefidentlhip 
of  Madrafs.  Having  Hated,  that 
the  great  objects  and  views  of  the 
company  in  that  appointment, 
were,  in  the  fir  IT:  place,  the  re- 
fforation  of  the  King  of  Tanjore 
to  the  throne  and  dominions  of  his 
anceftors ;  —  in  the  fecond,  the  pur- 
fuit  of  fuch  meafures  as  would  re¬ 
train  the  rapacity  and  ambition  of 
the  nabob,  from  breaking  out 
into  fuch  future  aCts  of  violence 
and  injuftice; — and  in  the  laH,  to 
endeavour  to  counteract  and  re¬ 
medy  that  undue,  alarming,  and 
dangerous  influence,  which  that 
nabob  had  fb  fuccefsfully  and 
glaringly  eitablifhed,  in  the  Eng- 
lifh  council  and  government  in 
that  fettlement. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  con¬ 
nected  and  regular  detail,  to  fhew 
the  meafures  purfued  by  the  late 
lord,  for  anfwering  the  purpofes, 
and  attaining  the  objeCts,  pro- 
pofed  by  his  appointment  ;  as  alfo 
the  confequences  of  thofe  mea¬ 
fures;  taking  in,  of  courfe,  the 
reftoration  of  the  King  of  Tan¬ 
jore,  the  approbation  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  to  that  meafure,  the  fubfequent 
revolution  at  Madrafs,  the  violent 
feizare  and  confinement  of  Lord 
Pigot’s  perfon,  under  a  great  and 
unnfuil  military  guard,  thofe 
marked  and  Hriking  circumftances 
which  attended  his  long  imprifon- 
ment,  and  his  death  finally,  in  the 
hands  of  the  confpirators. 

Wuile  he  fhewed  the  greateli 


fympathy  in  defcribing  the  fuf- 
ferings  and  death  of  his  brother, 
the  affeCtion  and  warmth  with 
which  he  vindicated  his  conduCt 
and  character,  and  Hated  his  un* 
common  public  and  private  vir¬ 
tues,  was  no  lefs  laudable.  On 
that  ground,  to  fhew  the  clear  up- 
rightnefs  and  immoveable  integrity 
of  the  late  lord,  he  Hated,  that  he 
had  been  offered  ten  lacks  of  pa¬ 
goda’s,  to  wirhold,  only  for  a 
fhort  given  time,  the  reinHatement 
of  the  King  of  Tanjore;  that 
upon  his  refufal,  an  additional  of¬ 
fer  of  five  lacks  more  was  made 
and  refufed  ;  the  whole  bribe, 
amounting  in  value  to  about  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  Eng- 
lifh  fferling  money.  As  a  farther 
proof  and  lilufiration  ofthisclean- 
nefs  of  hand  and  integrity  of 
heart,  and  how  far  the  late  lord 
was  fuperior  to  that  general  cor¬ 
ruption,  which  (he  faid)  Taps  the 
whole  foundation  of  the  company’s 
trade  and  government  at  Madrafs, 
he  fhewed  that  he  died  fo  little  en¬ 
riched  by  his  then  government, 
that  his  fon-in-law,  Mr.  Monck- 
ton,  had  been  under  a  necefiky  of 
felling  all  his  houfes  and  effeCts  ia 
India,  in  order  to  difcharge  the 
debts  which  he  had  contracted 
there.  And  yet,  faid  he,  what; 
was  the  return  he  received  for  this 
fingular  conduCt  ?  for  having  no 
fin  gle  object  in  view  while  he  was 
in  India  but  the  intefeffs  of  the 
company,  and  a  punctual  com¬ 
pliance,  at  all  hazards,  with  their 
inHruCtions  ?  His  perfon al  freedom 
was  violently  and  difgracefuliy  in¬ 
vaded  ;  and  after  he  had  been'firft 
deprived  of  his  liberty,  and  that 
his  life  feemed  for  many  months 
to  have  been  fufpended  only  by  a 
iingle  hair,  he  was  at  length  de- 
[/]  2  prived 
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prived  of  that  alfo. — Would  any 
man  pretend  to  fay  how? 

Although  the  countenance  of  the 
committee  did  not  feem  to  indi¬ 
cate  any  doubt,  with  rei'pedt  to  the 
fadts  or  circumftances  relating  to 
the  late  tranfaftions  at  Madrafs, 
the  admiral  defired  leave  to  call  a 
Angle,  but  effentlal  evidence  to 
the  bar,  in  order  to  afford  a  clear 
demonllration  of  the  glaring  at¬ 
tempts  which  were  made  to  in¬ 
fluence  and  corrupt  the  council, 
and  to  bring  them  over  to  fupport 
the  nabob  in  his  defigns,  in  direfl 
oppofition  to  the  orders,  as  well 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  gentleman  brought  forward 
upon  this  occafion  was  a  Mr.  Daw- 
fon,  who  was  one  of  the  council 
of  Madrafs,  previous  to,  and 
during  the  time  of  the  revolution 
in  that  government.  His  evidence 
went  direftly  to  perfonal  applica¬ 
tions  made  to  him  at  different 
times  by  the  nabob’s  fon,  and,  as 
lie  underftood  and  prefumed,  on 
the  part  of  his  father.  That  on 
one  of  thefe  occafions,,  he  had 
been  offered  by  him  a  Tpecific 
bribe,  amounting  to  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money,  only  for  flaying 
away  for  one  particular  day  from 
the  council,  on  which  a  queflion 
of  confequence  relative  to  Tanjore 
was  to  be  agitated.  And,  that 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces,  who  was  like  wife  high  in 
the  council,  had  advifed  him  to 
abfent  himfelf  on  that  day,  as  was 
deflred.  He  Add,  at  firfl,  that  his 
memory  did  not  ferve  him  to  fix 
exa&ly  the  precife  fum  which  had 
been  offered  as  a  bribe  ;  but  that 
lie  was  fare,  it  was  at  leaf  a  lack 
of  rupees ;  (which  amounts  to 
about  i2,oool.)  Towards  the 


clofe  of  his  examination,  he,  how¬ 
ever,  declared  pofi lively,  that  the 
fum  offered  was  a  lack  of  pagodas, 
(about  40,000b)  and  not  a  lack  of 
rupees, 

Admiral  Pigot  then  moved  three 
refolutions,  fating  the  matters  of 
fadl,  relative  to  the  violence  firfl: 
committed,  and  afterwards  con¬ 
tinued  to  his  death,  on  the  perfon 
of  George  Lord  Pigot,  a  member 
of  that  Houfe,  in  his  arreft  and 
confinement  by  and  under  a  mili¬ 
tary  force. — The  names  of  the  felf- 
created  ‘council,  the  revolution 
they  effedled,  and  the  orders  they 
had  iffued  to  the  military  on  that 
occafion.— -And,  the  orders  iffued 
by  the  company  from  hence,  for  the 
trial  by  courts- martial  of  thofe  of¬ 
ficers,  who  had  arrefied  and  con¬ 
fined,  under  a  military  force,  their 
governor  and  commander  in  chief, 
the  late  lord. 

Although  on  a  former  difcufiion. 
of  this  fubjedl,  the  minifler  had 
feemed  little  difpofed  to  counte¬ 
nance  any  thing  fimilar  to  the 
motions  now  made,  yet  on  the 
prefen t  occafion,  he  appeared  fo 
lenffble  of  the  fixed  opinion,  ar\d 
genera!  difpofition  of  the  Houfe 
upon  this  fubjedl,  that  he  made  no 
diredl  oppofition  to  the  refolutions ; 
and  only  objedled  to  thofe  words 
in  the  firfl, — “  being  a  member  of 
“  this  Houfe,”  which,  he  faid, 
as  no  breach  of  privilege  was  com¬ 
plained  of,  might  better  be  omit¬ 
ted.  This  objection  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  liilened  to  ;  and  the  three  re¬ 
folutions  were  feparately  carried^ 
nemine  contradicente. 

The  admiral  then  made  his  con¬ 
cluding  motion  for  an  addrefs, — ■ 

Praying  his  Majeflv,  that  he 
“  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
“give  dire&ions  to  his  attorney- 

“  general. 
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“  general,  to  profecute  George 
<£  Stratton,  Henry  Brooke,  Charles 
££  Floyer,  and  George  Mackay, 
“  Efquires,  for  ordering  their  go- 
“  vernor  and  commander  in  chief, 
“  George  Lord  Pigot,  to  be  ar- 
“  reded  and  confined  under  a  mi- 
<£  litary  force  ;  they  being  re- 
<£  turned  to  England,  and  now 
££  within  the  jurifdiCtion  of  his 
((  Majedy’s  courts  of  Wedminder 
££  Hall.55 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  fird 
gentleman  named  in  the  addrefs, 
and  who  had  been  the  principal 
mover  and  aCtor  in  the  revolution 
at  Madrafs,  was,  at  this  critical 
indant  of  time,  perfonally  prefent 
in  his  place,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  which  he 
had  been  lately  returned  ;  thereby 
verifying  the  prediction  which  had 
been  thrown  out  by  a  celebrated 
member  of  the  oppofition,  at  the 
time  that  this  bufmefs  wa*  formerly 
agitated  in  parliament.  That  gen¬ 
tleman,  accordingly  entered  into 
fome  defence  and  jedification  of 
his  own  condudt,  as  well  as  that 
of  his  colleagues;  reding  princi¬ 
pally  upon  the  necefiity  of  the  mea¬ 
sure,  through  the  violent  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  acts  which  he  attributed  to 
Lord  Pigot  ;  and  dating  the  ap¬ 
probation  which  it  received  from 
the  governor  and  council  of  Bengal, 
as  evidence  of  its  propriety.  This 
vindication  produced,  however,  lo 
little  effect,  that  the  preient  mo¬ 
tion  was  carried  as  unanimoudy  as 
the  preceding  ;  and  the  Houte  be¬ 
ing  then  refumed,  the  report  was 
immediately  received  from  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  resolutions  without 
any  delay  confirmed. 

Notwithdanding  the  condant  re¬ 
jection,  which  the  various  refolu- 
dons  of  ceufure  upoa  the  conduCt 


and  government  of  the  naval  de¬ 
partment,  propofed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
had  hitherto  met  with,  that  gen¬ 
tleman  feemed  determined  not  yet 
to  abandon  his  purfuit,  and  to 
bring  forward  the  aggregate  of 
thofe  faCts,  real  or  prefumed,  con¬ 
tained  in  all  the  former,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  new  motion,  which 
fhould  be  rendered  conclufive  by 
going  direCtly  to  its  objeCt.  Having 
accordingly  given  the  ufual  pre¬ 
liminary  notice  before  the  Eader 
recefs  of  his  intention,  he  moved 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  for  the 
removal  of  the  Earl  .  ' 

of  Sandwich  from  his  Prl  I9t  * 
Majedy’s  presence,  councils,  and 
fervice,  on  account  of  mifconduCl 
in  his  office,  as  fird  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty,  and  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  ill  date  of  the  navy  at  the 
mod  critical  feaions  under  his  ad- 
mi  ni  lira  t  ion. 

As  the  mode  of  proceeding 
feemed  new,  and  lay  open  to  the 
following  difficult  train  of  ob¬ 
jection  and  reafoning,  viz.  Have 
not  the  prefumed  faCts,  the  mo¬ 
tives,  and  circurndances,  which 
are  now  laid  down  as  firm  ground 
to  proceed  on,  been  already  urged, 
and  already  rejected,  by  as  many 
didinCt  negatives  when  they  were 
feparately  proposed?  Shall  we  now 
agree  to  come  to  a  general  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  an  accufation,  which 
has  been  negatived  in  ail  its  con- 
ftituent  parts  ?  And  diall  we,  as 
judges,  proceed  to  a  direCt  cen¬ 
fure,  and  confequent  punifhment, 
of  the  party  accufed,  after  we  have 
already  declared  to  all  the  world, 
that  not  one  of  the  allegations 
againd  him  is  true? — Mr.  Fox  en¬ 
deavoured  with  his  ulual  ability  to 
combat  thefe  objections,  and  to 
leffien  their  future  effeCt,  by  taking 
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them  up  before  they  were  diredly 
applied. 

He  argued,  that  although  the 
Houfe  did  not  concur  in  a  vote  of 
cenfure  on  any  one  of  the  feparate 
grounds  of  accufation,  it  might 
well  concur  upon  the  whole  charge 
collectively  taken.  The  great  wafte 
of  the  public  money,  the  im por¬ 
tion  on  the  nation,  and  the  lofs 
and  danger  which  it  had  fuiiained, 
through  the  mifreprefentations, 
and  delufive  promifes  held  out  by 
the  noble  lord  in  queition,  our 
inadequate  hate  of  defence  in  the 
preceding  month  of  June,  the  neg- 
led  of  reinforcing  Lord  Howe,  at 
a  time  when  the  fate  of  our  Ame¬ 
rican  fleet,  army,  and  of  our  fhare 
or  hope  in  that  continent,  nearly 
depended  upon  it,  with  the  aban¬ 
doning  of  our  trade  and  fortrefles 
in  the  Mediterranean,  might  none 
of  them  fmgly,  any  more  than  of 
the  other  articles  of  accufation 
which  had  been  brought  forwards, 
contain  fufncient  caufe  of  removal, 
in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  in 
that  Houfe  :  but  taking  them  in 
the  aggregate,  they  would  furnifh 
ipatter  well  worthy  of  the  vote  of 
cenfure  which  he  propofed,  on  the 
clear  ground,  of  wilful  negled,  or 
of  grofs  incapacity. 

Thereafonof  fuch  a  mode  of  de¬ 
termining  upon  a  complex  charge, 
he  faid,  was  obvious,  and  came 
plainly  and  fully  within  the  inqui¬ 
sitorial  power  of  the  Houfe.  The 
Houfe  was  competent  to  enquire, 
to  examine,  and  to  cenfure.  They 
might  accufe,  but  could  not  punifh. 
When  criminal  charges,  reciting 
fpecific  offences,  were  made,  they 
could  only  be  decided  upon  in 
courts  of  criminal  juftice.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  upon  impeachments,  ad  as 
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the  grand  inquefl  of  the  nation. 
The  prefent  proceeding  was  of  a 
different  nature,  and  not  having  a 
fhadow  of  criminality  attending  it, 
did  not  call  for  that  fpecification 
and  certainty,  which  the  law.  juftTy 
and  wifely  requires,  when  a  man 
is  queftioned  in  a  court  of  public 
judicature,  and  put  upon  a  trial, 
on  the  iffue  of  which  may  depend 
his  honour,  his  property,  and  his 
life. 

He  flated  precedents  to  fhew  the 
ufage  of  the  Houfe  upon  fimilar  oc¬ 
cafions,  particularly  with  refped  to 
complex  and  aggregate  charges ; 
and  drew  the  line  accurately  be¬ 
tween  removal  and  punifhtnent — 
Criminal  accufation,  and  charges 
only  of  cenfure.  He  then  went 
progreffively  through  the  various 
charges  of  mifeondud,  incapacity, 
ignorance,  or  -wilful  negligence, 
which  he  laid  againft  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  as  arifmg  merely  and  di¬ 
redly  from  thofe  uncontroverted 
parts  of  their  condud,  which  he 
pointed  out,  and  which  were  pub¬ 
licly  known.  He  faid  the  bufinefs 
referred  to  them  for  their  confide- 
racion  might  be  comprized  within 
a  very  narrow,  compals.  The 
whole  might  be  included  in  a  few 
fhort  queiiions,  and  an  anfwer  of 
no  great  length.  —  Was  the  firff 
lord  of  the  admiralty  equal  to  dif- 
charge  the  fundions  of  his  office, 
with  fafety  to  the  date,  and  with 
honour  to  the  nation  ?  Had  he 
hitherto  done  fo  ?  What  reafons 
are  there  for  fuppofing,  that  he 
who  has  failed  in  the  performance 
of  every  part  of  his  pall  duty,  fhall 
ad  more  wifely  or  capably  for  the 
future  ? — The  only  anfwer,  he  faid, 
that  could  be  deduced  from  fair  and 
impartial  reafoning,  fupported  by 
common  fenfeand  experience,  mud 
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be,  that  it  would  be  the  lad  degree 
of  folly  and  madnefs  to  expert,  that 
a  perfon,  who  by  his  ignorance 
and  grofs  mifconduil,  ha^l  brought 
or  differed  this  country  to  fall  from 
the  highelt  pinnacle  of  fame,  and 
naval  glory,  to  the  lad  dage  of  na¬ 
tional  degradation,  weaknefs  and 
difgrace,  and  that  rapid  fall,  con¬ 
trary  to  every  principle  of  public 
opinion  and  experience,  fhould  ne- 
verthelefs  become  at  once  fo  fud- 
der.ly  illumined,  as  to  prove  equal 
to  the  arduous  tafk  of  redeeming 
her  from  that  calamity  and  danger, 
and  of  re  dor  i  no-  her  to  her  former 

<y 

reputation  and  profperity. 

It  cannot  be  expected,  after  what 
we  have  already  feen  upon  this  fub- 
jedt,  that  any  new  ground  of  ar¬ 
gument,  excepting  merely  as  ari- 
ling  from  fome  new  charge,  could 
have  been  opened  in  the  prefent 
debate.  Notwithftanding  the  dif- 
tindlion  fo  ingenioufiy  dated  of  the 
feparate  and  colleilive  matter,  it 
was  evident,  that  the  real  merits 
of  the  caufe  had  been  difcuffed 
and  decided  before  ;  and  that  this 
was  no  more  than  a  new  mode  of 
bringing  the  fame  fubjedt  before 
the Houfe,  without  the  violation  of 
parliamentary  rules.  The  houfe 
had  already  paffed  its  judgment; 
and  the  public  had  paded  theirs. 

The  great  injury  to  the  nation  in 
lofing  at  this  critical  feafon  the 
fervices  of  her  bed  naval  officers, 
and  the  danger  to  which  fhe  was  ex- 
pofed  through  the  alarming  and  ge¬ 
nera!  difcontents  which  now  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  navy,  afforded  the  only 
new  matter  that  was  brought  in 
fupport  of  the  motion  ;  for  as  thefe 
misfortunes  were  charged  in  the 
moitdiredl  and  unqualified  terms  to 
the  firff  lord  of  the  admiralty,  it 
w 4$  from  thence  infilled,  that  if 


the  other  parts  of  his  conduct  were 
even  laudable,  and  that  no  other 
caule  exided  for  his  removal,  that 
alone  was  of  fuch  importance  and 
magnhude,  as  to  render  it  a  matter 
not  only  of  expedience  and  wif- 
dom,  but,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
dances,  of  abfolute  neceflity. 

This  brought  out  much  diredt  or 
implied  cenfure  on  the  conduit  of 
Lord  Howe,  and  of  Admiral  Kep- 
pel,  who  were  charged  with  fetting 
that  example,  and  fpreading  that 
difcontent  in  the  navy,  which  were 
fo  pernicious  to  their  country,  and 
fo  dangerous  to  the  date.  For  al¬ 
though  the  miniders  thought  it  con¬ 
venient  to  preferve  (in  their  own. 
perfons)  fome  terms  with  thofe  two 
commanders,  particularly  the  for¬ 
mer,  who,  (with  his  brother,  they 
wifhed  by  all  means  to  wean  or  di¬ 
vert  from  that  enquiry  which  they 
were  bringing  forward  into  the 

O  O 

conduit  of  the  American  war)  yet 
fome  of  thofe  who  were,  or  who 
feemed  to  expedt  to  be  in  their 
confidence,  were  fo  far  from  being 
guided  by  this  example,  that  they 
miffed  no  occaffon  during  the  fef- 
ffon,  of  exprefling  their  fentiments 
with  refpedt  to  the  two  admirals, 
in  a  manner  which  carried  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  dudied  and  premedi¬ 
tated  attack;  and  without  confining 
themfelves  to  prefent  matter,  car¬ 
ried  their  cenfures  back  to  the  pad 
military  and  profeffional  conduit 
of  thofe  officers.  It  was  now  ad¬ 
vanced,  that  when  military  com¬ 
manders  grew  too  great  for  the 
ffa  re,  and  fet  fo  high  a  rate  upon 
their  fervices,  as  to  expedt  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  extraordinary  and  un- 
reafonable  conditions,  as  the  price 
upon  which  they  would  exert  them 
in  the  defence  of  their  country, 
fuch  propofals  fhould  not  only  be 
L-  j  i  rejeiUd 
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rejected  with  that  contempt  and 
(dihiain  which  they  deferved  ;  but, 
however  great  the  profeffional  me¬ 
rits  of  the  proposers,  it  was  fitting, 
that  they  ffiould  at  all  future  times 
continue  to  experience  the  juft  in¬ 
dignation  of  their  country,  by  her 
con dandy  defpifing  thofe  fervices, 
which  they  had  witheld  in  the  hour 
of  her  diftrefs.  It  was  little  to  be 
doubted  or  apprehended,  they  faid, 
that  there  were  now,  and  would  be 
at  all  times,  a  fufficient  number  of 
brave  and  experienced  officers  to 
be  found  in  the  Britifh  navy,  who 
only,  wanted  to  be  brought  forward, 
in  order  effentially  to  ferve  their 
country,  and  whofe  zeal  and  loy¬ 
alty  would  abundantly  compenfate 
for  the  abfence  of  thofe  who  had 
grown  beyond  her  fervice. 

This  heavy  charge  apd  reproach, 
jieceffarily  called  up  the  two  ad¬ 
mirals,  to  a  juftification  of  their 
paft  and  prefent  conduct,  which 
led  of  courfe  into  a  freffi  detail,  of 
the  late  and  immediate  tranfaCtions 
between  them  and  the  admiralty  ; 
and  alfo  brought  out  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debate,  partly  from  them, 
and  ftill  more  perhaps  from  others, 
ijo  fmall  fhare  of  exceedingly  bitter 
charge,  retort,  and  cenfure,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  conduCt  and  views  of 
the  minifters  in  general,  and  of 
that  board  more  particularly,  in  all 
matters  that  related  to  the  military 
fervice.  They  faid,  that  a  vifibie, 
fettled,  concerted,  and  fcarcely  dif- 
avowed  fcheme,  was  now  in  full 
execution,  for  driving  from  the 
fervice  by  fea  and  land,  or  for  ru¬ 
ining  while  in  it,  not  only  all  whig, 
or  popular,  commanders  and  offi¬ 
cers,  but  all  thofe  gentlemen  of 
independent  fpirit  and  principles, 
who  ventured  to  think  for  them- 
felves  in  political  matters,  and  hoT 


neftly  to  difcharge  the  duty  which 
they  owed  to  their  country  as  fer- 
nators.  That  to  this  objeCt  was 
facrificed,  along  with  the  means  of 
our  immediate  defence  and  fecurity, 
every  poffible  profpeCt  and  hope  of 
fuccefs,  in  that  ruinous  and  dan¬ 
gerous  civil  and  foreign  war,  in 
which  they  had  wickedly  involved 
the  nation.  And,  that  in  order  to 
palliate,  or  in  fome  degree  to  dif- 
guife,  this  atrocious  fcheme,  from 
the  obfervation  of  the  public,  their 
fir  ft  meafure  was  an  attempt  to  ruin, 
the  reputation  and  character,  and 
thereby  to  deprive  of  their  popu¬ 
larity,  and  to  itrip  of  their  good- 
name,  thofe  officers  whom  they 
had  fecretly  devoted  to  deftruCtion. 

They  charged,  that  the  minifters 
finding  their  malice  and  treachery 
had  failed,  in  the  direCt  attack 
which  they  had  made  on  the  life 
and  honour  of  Admiral  ICeppel, 
after  all  the  pains  they  had  taken 
to  inveigle  him,  merely  for  that 
purpofe,  into  the  fervice,  they  had 
now  only  changed  their  mode, 
without  in  any  degree  abandoning 
their  purpofe,  fo  far  as  it  yet  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  to  be  practicable, 
and  were  novy  indirectly  trying  him 
a  fecond  time  at  Portfmouth,  under 
the  mockery  of  trying  his  accufer, 
again  ft  whom  there  was  no  charge 
laid,  nor  profecutor  to  fupport  it  if 
there  was.  They  afked  to  what 
other  purpofe  the  inftitution  of  that 
trial,  circumftanced,  and  attended 
with  fuch  extraordinary  manoeuvres 
as  it  was,  could  poffibly  be  attri¬ 
buted,  excepting  to  the  vain  hope, 
of  directing  fome  fide  wind  from 
thence  which  might  affect  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  admiral,  and  that 
the  acquittal  of  their  favourite, 
might,  under  their  fanCtion,  autho¬ 
rity  and  management,  be  perverted 
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to  the  purpofe  of  railing  fome  fuf- 
picious,  injurious  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  able  and  diltinguifhed  officers, 
who  had  either  compofed  the  court 
by  which  he  was  tried,  or  afforded 
that  evidence  which  difplayed  to 
all  the  world  the  iniquity  of  the 
profecution  ?  For  the  admiral,  they 
laid,  had  refufed,  and  difdained, 
to  profecute  his  accufer  ;  and  no¬ 
thing  lay  againft  him  but  the  re^- 
cord  of  that  fentence,  of  having 
carried  on  an  unfounded  and  mali¬ 
cious  profecution  againft  his  com¬ 
mander  ;  and  that  fentence,  no  fu¬ 
ture  court  could  reverfe,  no  trial 
acquit  from,  nor  no  power  undo. 
f)ut  this  attempt,  they  faid,  would 
be  found  as  vain  as  it  was  wicked  ; 
and  the  admiral’s  reputation,  as 
well  as  the  honour  of  thofe  brave 
officers,  were  lar  beyond  their 
reach,  and  fuperior  to  all  the  effects 
of  their  malice. 

It  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  fuch 
charges  were  not  anfwered  or  re¬ 
turned  with  equal  acrimony.  They 
were  faid  to  be  fo  falfe,  fo  extrava¬ 
gant,  fo  abfurd,  and  lb  monftrous, 
that  they  could  only  have  origi¬ 
nated,  from  the  rage  of  difappoint- 
ment,  the  madnefs  of  party,  and 
the  malevolence  of  fa&ioo.  It  was 
infilled,  that  the  admiralty  had  be¬ 
haved  with  the  greateft  candour  and 
fairnefs  with  refpeCt  to  the  two 
officers  in  queftion.  The  admiral 
had  been  acquitted,  and  his  honour 
thereby  happily  cleared.  So  far, 
if  the  admiralty  had  not  a6ted 
merely  officially,  he  would  have 
owed,  them  a  favour,  for  affording 
him-  an  opportunity,  which  re¬ 
dounded  fo  much  to  his  advantage. 
As  to  his  adverfary,  vvas  he  to  be 
denied  that  equal  juftice,  which 
was  fo  fairly  diftributed  to  Admiral 
Jveppel  ?— Was  a  trial,  in  the  one 


cafe,  an  injury,  and  in  the  other, 
a  favour  ?  If  the  vice-admiral  was 
innocent,  it  was  equally  fitting  and 
juft,  that  his  honour  ffiould  like- 
wife  be  cleared  ;  or  if  guilty,  it  was 
highly  neceffary  that  he  fhould  be 
made  amenable  to  the  juftice  of  his 
country. 

The  Houfe  divided  on  the  quef¬ 
tion  at  a  late  hour,  when  the  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejedled  by  a  majority  of 
221,  to  1 18,  who  voted  for  the 
removal  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty. 

The  noble  brothers  who  lately 
commanded  on  the  American  fer- 
vice,  had  omitted  no  occafiora 
during  the  courfe  of  the  feffion,  of 
preffing  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the 
war,  fo  far  particularly,  as  they 
were  themfelves  immediately  con¬ 
cerned.  They  fupported  this  ur¬ 
gency  of  application,  and  rhe  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  meafure,  upon  the 
different  grounds,  of  public  utility, 
and  of  particular  juftice.  They 
ftated  it  to  be  a  matter  of  great  na¬ 
tional  importance,  that  the  real 
caufes  of  our  failure,  hitherto, 
of  fuccefs,  might  be  thoroughly 
known  and  underftood  ;  as  a  pro¬ 
per  application  of  that  knowledge, 
could  only  afford  any  rational  hope 
of  greater  advantage  in  the  further 
profecution  of  the  war.  It  vvas 
likewife  a  fatisfaftion  due  to  the 
people,  for  the  heavy  Ioffes  they 
had  fuftained,  and  the  immenfe  ex- 
pences  they  were  at,  to  let  them 
fee  the  true  ftate  of  their  affairs  ; 
as  it  would  be  a  farther  affurance 
and  encouragement  to  them  to  dif- 
cover,  that  the  caufes  were  removed, 
which  had  hitherto  difappointed 
their  expectations.  With  refpeCt 
to  themfelves,  their  endeavours  to 
ferve  their  country,  had  been  pro- 
>  duCtive 


I3S]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


duCtive  of  fuch  a  torrent  of  invec¬ 
tive,  and  unceafing  obloquy,  as 
had  not  perhaps  been  equalled  in 
any  former  period  ;  although  mi- 
nifters  themfelves  were  filent,  and 
had  not  ventured  to  bring  any 
charge  again  ft.  any  part  of  their 
conduct,  they  had  lull  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  and  the  world  held  the  fame 
opinion,  that  this  abufe  proceeded 
wholly  from  their  hireling  emif- 
faries,  and  penfioned  writers.  Their 
conduct  had  likewife  been  publicly 
arraigned  in  that  Houie,  by  per- 
fons  either  in  office,  or  who  were 
at  lealt  known  to  be  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  favour  of  minifters; 
whilft  the  latter,  thoroughly  fen- 
fible  as  they  were  of  the  injustice  of 
the  cenfure,  and  with  the  full  means 
of  their  juftification  in  poiTeffion, 
tsfed  not  the  fmallelt  effort  for  that 
purpofe.  On  thefe  grounds,  they 
were  under  a  neceffity,  they  faid, 
of  demanding  a  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry  :  that  if  any  blame  was  due 
in  the  conduCt  of  the  American 
war,  it  might  be  applied  to  its  pro¬ 
per  objeCt ;  and  if  they  were  to¬ 
tally  clear  from  it,  as  they  trufted, 
they  might  thereby  obtain  juftice, 
in  the  vindication  of  their  honour 
and  character. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minifters, 
among  other  caufes,  objected  to 
the  enquiry,  as  being  totally  need- 
lefs.  Government  had  laid  no 
charge  again  11  the  noble  brothers ; 
and  on  the  contrary,  feveral  parts 
of  their  conduit  had  met  its  appro¬ 
bation,  As  to  the  abufe  or  char¬ 
ges  contained  in  newfpapers  or 
pamphlets,  any  more  than  the  opi¬ 
nions  held,  or  cen fares  thrown  out 
by  individuals,  whether  within  or 
without  doors,  they  could  not  furely 
be  confidered  of  fufficient  moment, 
to  authorize  the  bringing  out  of  an 


enquiry,  which  mult  neceffarily 
break  in  fo  prodigioufly  upon  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe, 
and  that  in  a  feffion,  when  there 
was  already  fo  much  buirnefs  of 
importance  before  them,  and  fo 
much  more  {till  in  expectation,  or 
at  leaft  within  the  line  of  probable 
contingency.  As  to  themfelves, 
whatever  their  private  opinions  in 
certain  matters  might  be,  they  had 
no  fhare  in  any  attacks  that  were 
made  upon  the  characters  of  the 
noble  brothers  without  doors,  nor 
arraignments  of  their  conduit  with- 

O 

in.  Of  thefe  matters  they  were  to¬ 
tal  ly  innocent. 

Altho*  the  minifters  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  enquiry,  they ,  however, 
acquiefced  in  the  motions  for  laying 
the  American  papers  before  the 
Houfe  ;  which  were  accordingly 
brought  forward  in  great  abun¬ 
dance,  and  continued  on  the  table 
during  a  great  part  of  the  feffion.  In 
thefe  were  included  the  whole  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  miniflers, 
and  the  commanders  on  the  main 
fervice  in  America,  from  about  the 
time  of  Sir  William  Howe’s  arrival 
at  Bolton,  in  the  year  1775,  to  his 
return  from  Philadelphia,  in  1778  ; 
together  with  a  great  number  of 
accounts,  returns,  and  other  pa¬ 
pers,  tending  to  fhew  the  Hate, 
number,  effective  ftrength,  and 
condition  of  the  army,  at  different 
periods  of  the  intermediate  time  5 
their  real  movements  and  opera¬ 
tions  ;  as  well  as  the  different 
plans  of  aCtion  which  had  been 
propofed,  difcuffed,  or  concerted, 
by  the  minilters  and  generals. 

General  Burgoyne  was  no  lefs 
importunate  in  this  feffion,  than  he 
had  been  ever  fince  hi-s  return,  for 
an  enquiry  into  his  own  conduct, 
and  Into  all  matters  relative  to  the 

Canada 
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Canada  expedition.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  that  his  particular  fix¬ 
ation  under  the  convention  of  Sa¬ 
ratoga,  had  been  laid  down  as  an 
iniuperabie  obftacle  to  his  gratifica¬ 
tion  in  that  rtfped  ;  and  it  may  be 
conceived  from  obvious  caufes,  that 
his  complaints  and  applications 
were  now  full  as  little  attended  to 
as  thole  of  the  other  commanders. 
The  northern  expedition,  was, 
however,  fo  connected  in  its  con¬ 
sequences  with  the  operations  of 
the  grand  army,  and  they  fo  ma¬ 
terially  affected  the  event  and  ge¬ 
neral  fortune  of  the  war,  that  it 
was  not  eal'y  to  feparate  matters  fo 
blended  in  any  courfe  of  enquiry; 
and  this  difficulty  was  increafed  by 
the  circumftance,  that  Sir  William 
Howe  had  been  fpecifically  ar¬ 
raigned  both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  undertaking  the  fou- 
thern  expedition,  at  the  time  that 
he  fhould  have  waited  to  facilitate 
and  lupport  the  operations  of  the 
other  army  on  the  north  river. 
General  Burgoyne  accordingly  fei- 
zed  this  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  his  own  bufinefs,  as  ne- 
ceffarily  belonging  to  and  infepara- 
bie  from  the  reft  ;  fo  that  the  Houfe 
was  in  poffeffion  of  the  whole 
correipor.dence  of  the  three  com¬ 
manders,  and  of  all  the  documents 
relative  to  the  different  fervices. 
a  •>  Although  the  Houfe 

r  J  had  gone  io  far  as  to 
form  itfelf  into  a  committee  for  en¬ 
quiring  into  the  condud  of  the 
American  war;  had  made  a  pre¬ 
vious  application  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  for  the  attendance  of  Lari 
Cornwallis,  as  an  evidence,  and 
had  liftened  for  two  hours,  with  the 
greateft  attention,  to  the  very  clear 
and  able  narrative  of  his  conduct, 
delivered  in  the  plain  eloquence  of 


a  foldier  by  Sir  William  Howe ; 
yet,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  who  had  all  along  expreffed 
the  utmoft  difapprobation  of  the 
enquiry,  was  ftill  determined  to 
quafh  it.  It  was  faid  in  general, 
that  there  had  been  no  heceffity, 
nor  even  occafion  at  any  time  for 
the  enquiry  ;  but  that  if  there  had, 
that  neceffity  or  occafion  was  now 
fully  removed,  as  well  by  the  able 
explanation  of  his  conduct  given 
by  the  honourable  general,  as  by 
the  papers  before  them.  That  al- 
moft  every  part  of  the  correfpon- 
dence  went  to  fhevv,  the  utmoft  fa- 
tisfadion  of  government,  and  its 
warmeft  approbation  with  refped 
to  the  fervices  of  the  two  noble 
commanders ;  that  the  perfonal  de¬ 
clarations  of  the  minifters  ffiewed 
that  they  ftill  retained  the  fame 
fentiments  ;  and  that  a  doubt  could 
not  be  entertained  in  the  committee- 
on  the  fubjed.  That  without  re¬ 
gard  to  occafion,  the  commanders 
had  hitherto  been  indulged  in 
bringing  forward  every  thing  they 
propofed,  merely  to  fatisfy  their 
delicacy  ;  but  that  end  being  at¬ 
tained,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  pur- 
fue  the  fubjed  any  farther;  there 
was  neither  charge  nor  acculer ; 
and  it  would  be  merely  combating 
a  fliadow. 

But  they  went  farther,  and  con¬ 
tended,  that  if  matters  had  been 
different,  and  that  an  accufation 
had  been  really  laid  againft  the  of¬ 
ficers,  that  Houfe  was  totally  in¬ 
competent  to  any  enquiry  into,  or 
any  decifion  upon  military  matters. 
Military  charges  and  accufations, 
mull  be  enquired  into,  tried,  and 
decided  upon,  in  their  own  proper 
courts  ;  and  no  where  elfe.  It 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  gentlemen  fit¬ 
ting 
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ting  in  that  Houfe,  fliould  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  proper  diflributlon 
ef  a  large  military  force ;  of  the 
movements  of  columns,  the  evolu¬ 
tions  of  brigades,  or  the  good  or 
bad  difpofirions  made  in  a  held  of 
battle.  The  minifter  feemed  to 
think,  that  the  condudl  of  minifters 
was  the  latent  objedt  of  the  enquiry, 
with  a  view  of  injuring  them  by  a 
£de  wind  ;  of  trying  them  in  an 
oblique  and  indirect  manner  ;  if 
that  was  the  object,  he  defired  it 
might  be  declared  ;  that  the  ac- 
cufer  fbould  hand  forth,  avow  his 
charge,  and  compel  them  to  a n- 
•fwer.  When  that  was  avowed, 
nainiflers  would  know  the  accufer 
and  the  accufation  ;  and  they  would 
know  in  what  manner  to  make 
their  defence.  If  that  was  not 
the  objedt,  a  further  purfuit  of 
the  enquiry  would  be  futile  and 
needlefs. 

With  a  view  to  the  incompe¬ 
tency  of  the  Houfe  in  military 
matters,  upon  Sir  William  Howe’s 
motion  for  the  examination  of  Earl 
Cornwallis,  the  queition  was  put 
to  him,,  upon  what  points  he 
££  meant  to  interrogate  the  noble 
lord  .5’ *  to  which  the  general  re¬ 
plied,  sf  to  the  general  condudt  of 
the  American  war  ;  to  military 
e(  points  generally  and  particular - 
ly.”  Thefe  words  were. eagerly 
felzed.  by  the  mihiiler,  who  work¬ 
ing  them  up  with  the  original  into 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  under 
that  colour  nearly  framed  a  new 
motion,  which  he  knew  carried  its 
own  rejection  along  with  it.  The 
words  of  the  motion  in  that 
flats  were  — <<r  That  Lord  Corn- 
“  wallis  be  called  in  and  examined 
“  relative  to  general  and  particu- 
lar  military  points,  touching 
*c  the  general  condudl  of  the  Ame- 
C(  ripan  war  A” 


There  was  fcarcely  any  thing 
during  the  feffion  that  drew  out 
fuch  feverity  of  cenfure,  and  even 
of  reproach,  as  this  manoeuvre,  or, 
as  it  was  termed,  trick,  in  debate, 
now  did.  It  was  faid,  that  fo 
fhamelefs  and  palpable  an  evafion 
of  enquiry  and  truth,  and  fo  bare¬ 
faced  an  acknowledgment  of  guilt, 
had  never  been  ventured  upon  by 
any  other  mini  iter,  nor  could  not 
have  been  endured  at  any  other 
period.  The  degraded  fituation  of 
the  noble  lord,  which  reduced  him 
to  the  necdiity  of  adopting  fo 
fhameful  a  meafure,  in  order  to 
fcreen  his  affociates,  and  the  open 
acknowledgmentwhich  it  included, 
that  he  durH  not  venture  to  truft, 
even  his  own  Handing  majority 
with  their  guilt,  was  expreffed  in 
thofe  terms  of  pity,  which  convey 
the  foreil  ideas  of  contempt  and  ri¬ 
dicule. 

It  was  contended,  that  the  two 
objedls  were  lo  clofely  united,  that 
there  was  not  a  poffibility,  in  the 
prefen t  enquiry,  of  feparating  the 
condudl  of  the  minillers,  and  of 
the  military  commanders.  No  opi¬ 
nion  could  be  formed  with  refpedt 
to  the  former,  without  knowing 
how  far  their  plans  were  or  were 
not  practicable  ;  nor  of  the  latter, 
without  knowing  and  meafuring 
the  means  which  had  been  put  into 
their  hands.  And  from  whom  was 
this  information  to  be  fought  or 
obtained,  but  from  thofe  officers 
who  had  ferved,  on  the  fpot,  and 
who  being  employed  in  endeavour- 
ing  to  carry  thofe  plans  into  exe¬ 
cution,  were  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  fufficiency  or  deficiency  of 
the  means,  as  well  as  with  the  na¬ 
ture  and  extent  of  the  impediments 
which  were  oppoled  to  them  ?  Se¬ 
veral  queftions  would  come  before 
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ilie  committee,  which  were  merely 
political  and  deliberative  ;  and 
thefe  could  only  be  decided  upon, 
by  taking  the  opinion  of  profef- 
fional  men  on  the  fpot ;  men  who 
knew  the  country,  were  informed 
of  the  nature  of  the  refinance  ex¬ 
pelled  to  be  made,  and  the  real 
motives  which  gave,  or  di-d  not 
give,  a  preference  to  the  meafures 
purfued,  before  others  which  might 
be  propofed.  To  flop  fuch  inform¬ 
ation,  therefore,  by  a  vote  of  that 
Houfe,  was,  in  fact,  the  convert¬ 
ing  parliament  into  a  fcreen,  for 
preventing  an  enquiry  into  the 
condudl  of  adminiftration  ;  for  if 
the  commander  had  adted  right, 
it  neceffarily  followed,  that  the 
meafures  of  policy  were  didtated  by 
weaknefs  and  ignorance,  as  they 
were  now  attempted  to  be  covered 
by  the  molt  fhameful  and  criminal 
evafion  and  imposition. 

The  point  of  order  was  Hrongly 
infilled  on,  and  this  was  faid  to  be 
the  frit  inftance  in  the  annals  of 
parliament,  in  which  the  reference 
of  any  order  of  the  Houfe  to  a 
committee,  was  clogged  with  any 
amendment  or  condition  whatever 
in  that  committee.  The  order  of 
the  Houfe  was  fpecific,  for  the  at¬ 
tendance  on  that  day,  and  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  Lord  Cornwallis  ; 
and  the  amendment  imported  a 
negative  to  that  order,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  to  a  fubftantial  con¬ 
tradiction  of  it.  Thus  was  the 
dignity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
facrificed,  and  their  orders  treated 
with  a  contempt,  which  would  re- 
:  duce  them  in  all  future  times  to 
the  condition  of  walle  paper,  merely 
to  fave  miniHers  from  that  punifh- 
ment,  which  they  had  fo  juftly  me¬ 
rited,  and  which  th,e  ruin  they  had 
brought  upon  their  country  fo  loud¬ 


ly  called  for.  It  was  lamented, 
that  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  Should 
poffefs  lo  baneful  an  influence,  and 
apply  it  to  lo  deplorable  a  purpofe, 
as  to  induce  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  to  a  furrender  of  their  own  in¬ 
herent  privileges  ;  and  thus  to  efla- 
blifh  a  precedent,  which  muft  go 
to  the  banrlhment  of  all  order  and 
regulation  from  their  future  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  to  the  introdu&ion 
of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

A  general  officer,  who  had  ac¬ 
quired  great  reputation  in  the  late 
war  in  Germany,  who  was  even 
then  near  the  top  of  his  profeffion, 
in  point  of  rank,  and  who  had 
fmee  filed,  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  eminence,  one  of  the  higheil 
civil  departments  of  the  Hate, 
called  upon  the  miniders  to  de¬ 
clare,  whether  they  denied  the 
competence  of  the  Houfe  to  infti- 
tute  or  proceed  upon  fuch  an  en¬ 
quiry?  He  dared  them  to  the  affer- 
tion  ;  and  procefted,  that  during 
thirty  years  he  had  fat  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  never  faw  fo  grofs  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  violate  the  inherent  and 
conilitutional  privileges  of  that 
Houfe  ;  whether  with  refpefl  to 
the  breach  of  order,  or  to  what 
was  of  infinitely  greater  import¬ 
ance,  the  denying  rhat  Houfe  to 
have  a  right  of  inqu.fitorial  jurif- 
didtion  over  every  department  of 
the  Hate,  every  eHablifhment,  whe¬ 
ther  civii,  military,  or  criminal. 

The  minifler’s  amendment  was, 
however,  carried  upon  a  divilion, 
though  by  a  fmaller  majority  than 
might  perhaps  have  been  expedled 
in  fo  full  a  houfe,  the  numbers 
being.  189  to  155. 

Tne  debate  was  again  renewed 
on  the  main  quedion,  whether  the 
motion  fo  amended  fhould.  pafs, 
when  the  quellion  being  called  for,  it 

was 


142]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


was  reje&ed,  although  by  afmaller 
majority  than  on  the  preceding  di- 
vifion,  the  numbers  being  180  to 
158.  A  gentleman  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  then  moved,  in  the  terms  of 
the  original  order  of  the  Houfe, 
That  Lord  Cornwallis  be  called  in, 
*c  and  examined  refpe&ing  the 
c<  fubjedl  matter  of  the  papers  re- 
“  ferred  to  faid  committee. J>  This 
motion  was  negatived  without  a 
divifion.  And  thus  the  enquiry 
feemed  to  have  been  laid  to  deep 
for  ever.  The  committee  was  not, 
however,  diffolved  ;  for  although  a 
motion  for  that  purpofe  had  been 
propofed  early  in  the  debate  by  a 
noble  lord  in  office,  it  had  been 
withdrawn  at  the  minifter’s  defire, 
who  preferred  this  fcheme  of  ma¬ 
nagement  which  we  have  feen.  In 
ifridlnefs,  the  committee  was  open 
to  receive  any  teftimony  tending 
to  the  elucidation  of  the  papers 
before  them,  excepting  that  tedi- 
jnony  related  to  military  matters ; 
and  the  whole  fubjeft  of  thofe  pa¬ 
pers  was  military. 

The  oppofition  were,  however, 
determined  not  to  let  this  date  of 
things  red  in  abfolute  quiet  ;  and 
to  try  how  far  the  Houfe  could, 
upon  recolle&ion,  and  in  its  proper 
form,  fubmit  to  fuch  an  apparent 
contempt  and  rejedlion  of  its  au¬ 
thority,  by  a  committee,  a  crea¬ 
ture  of  its  own  making,  and  fur- 
nidied  only  with  confined  and  tem¬ 
porary  powers,  directed  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  objeft,  and  revocable  at  plea- 
fure.  The  budnefs  was 
accordingly  introduced 
a  few  days  after,  by  a  recital  of  the 
tran factions  which  had  paffed  in 
the  committee,  and  a  renewal  of 
the  motion  for  the  examination  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  and  the  whole 
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matter  of  complaint  and  redrefs 
fupported  with  great  vigour. 

The  minider  and  his  friends  had 
taken  but  little  notice  of  the 
charges  with  refpedl  to  the  point 
of  order,  which  had  been  fo  drongly 
urged  by  the  other  fide  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  and  he  now  apparently 
left  room  open  for  an  apology  on 
that  ground,  by  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  that  he  was  not  fully  prepared 
on  that  fubjefi.  He,  however, 
faid,  that  he  conddered  committees 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  the  Houfe 
itfelf,  as  nearly  analagcus,  and 
their  powers  co-extendve  ;  fo  that 
in  reality,  the  difference  between 
the  orders  of  one.,  and  the  refolu  - 
tions  of  the  other,  was  merely  in 
terms,  as  they  fubdantially  im¬ 
ported  the  fame  thing.  They  were, 
on  quedions  of  importance,  equally 
well  attended  ;  and  the  difference, 
in  his  app-rehendon,  was  little 
more,  than  whether  the  fpeaker 
was  in  the  chair,  or  whether  one 
of  the  members  predded  for  the 
time  in  his  place. 

On  the  quedion  of  competency 
he  was  now  remarkably  tender, 
and  did  not  at  all  pufh  that  mat¬ 
ter  as  he  had  done  in  the  com¬ 
mittee.  He  began  to  perceive 
that  fuch  a  principle  once  laid 
down  might  go  to  great  lengths, 
and  fuch  as  might  prove  highly  in¬ 
convenient  to  miniders  themfelves. 
But  with  refpefl  to  the  impropriety 
of  examining  witneffes  on  military 
quedions,  he  was  diffufe  ;  and 
feemed  to  lay  all  his  drength  to 
that  point.  He  obferved,  that  as 
the  evidence  mild  be  ex  parte,  it 
could  never  be  deemed,  by  any 
rule  of  reafon,  fanidion  of  prece¬ 
dent,  or  confiftency  with  the  regu¬ 
lar  proceedings  of  judicature,  fufK- 

ciently 
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ciently  full  and  conclufive,  either 
for  acquittal  or  cenfure.  It  might 
furnifha  good  ground  for  belief  or 
perfuafion  ;  but  from  the  nature  of 
the  evidence,  as  well  as  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  would  be  delivered, 
no  man  in  that  Houfe,  or  with¬ 
out,  could  lay  any  other  ltrefs 
upon  it,  or  give  it  any  higher  de¬ 
gree  of  credit,  than  merely  what 
ex  parte  evidence  was  entitled  to  in 
the  hrft  inftance,  and  what  tefti- 
mony,  not  delivered  upon  oath, 
was  entitled  to  in  the  fecond.  And 
that,  therefore,  neither  the  cenfure 
nor  acquittal  of  the  honourable 
general,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
would  be  capable  of  changing,  in 
a.  fingle  inftance,  the  opinions  al¬ 
ready  formed  upon  that  fubjeCl. 

He  had  accordingly  always  held, 
and  lb’ll  retained  his  opinion,  that 
enquiries  into  the  conduct  of  mili¬ 
tary  men,  were  exceedingly  impro¬ 
per  in  that  Houfe.  When  fuch 
occafions  occurred,  military  courts 
were  provided  by  the  conilitution 
for  the  purpofe.  He  conftdered  a 
court-martial  as  the  only  tribunal, 
where  the  party  accufed  could  pro¬ 
cure  fu'oftantial  reparation  for  his 
injured  honour,  and  where,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  cafe  of  failure  or 
negleCI,  the  jufbce  of  the  nation 
could  be  legally  and  conftitutionally 
fatisfied. 

He  alfo  obferved,  that  if  under 
the  appearance  of  an  enquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  military  officers,  it 
was  intended  to  bring  charges  of 
neglect  or  incapacity  againft  mini- 
fters,  he  could  not  but  confider  it 
as  an  exceedingly  unfair  mode  of 
proceeding.  No  man  had  yet 
avowed  that  defign.  And  yet  he 
could  not  fee,  what  other  motives 
there  could  be,  for  urging  the  pre¬ 
sent  enquiry  farther.  'The  Houfe 


had  undoubtedly  an  inquifitorial 
power  to  enquire'into  and  cenfure 
the  conduct  of  minifters  ;  but  he 
trufted  their  conduct  was  not  to  be 
decided  upon  by  the  evidence  of 
military  men  ;  much  lefs  when 
that  evidence  was  profe/Tedly  given 
on  military  meafures,  which  they 
had  neither  planned  nor  executed. 
If,  however,  any  fpecific  accufa- 
tion  svas  brought  againft  minifters, 
as  one  of  his  Majefty’s  confidential 
fervants,  he  was  ready  to  have 
witneftes  inftantly  called  to  the 
bar,  provided  the  matter  on  which 
they  were  to  be  examined  was  pre- 
vioufty  ftated,  and  was  fuch  as  di¬ 
rectly  and  fpecifically  pointed  to 
any  one  particular  meafure  of  ad- 
miniftration. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  laid 
down  as  a  clear  and  indifputable 
rule  of  proceeding  in  that  Houfe, 
that  a  committee  was  always  bound 
by  the  order  of  reference  made  to 
it ;  othervvife,  there  would  be  two 
contradictory  powers  and  clafhing 
junfdiCtions  in  the  fame  body  ;  a 
doCtrine  too  abfurd  and  monftrou* 
to  be  heard  or  endured.  A  great 
part  of  their  bufinefs  was  tranfaCted 
by  committees,  particularly  by 
committees  of  the  whole  Houfe ; 
if,  therefore,  it  fhould  be  adopted 
as  parliamentary  law,  that  what 
the  Houfe  entertained  in  one  in- 
ftance  and  referred  to  a  committee, 
was  fo  far  controulabie  by  that 
committee,  as  that  the  latter  had 
an  option  to  difobey  the  order  of 
reference,  all  bufinefs  would  be  at 
an  end  ;  and  a3  ofren  as  circum- 
ftances  afforded  a  pretence,  the 
proceedings  of  that  Houfe  would 
be  involved  in  endlefs  confufion, 
and  in  contefts  with  itfelf.  The 
Houfe  was  therefore  called  upon, 
and  requefted  ferioufly  to  reflect 

and 
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and  confider,  the  fatal  confequences 
that  would  neceffarily  enfue,  if  it 
did  not  preferve  a  proper  con¬ 
troul  over  its  feveral  conflituent 
parts. — The  queltion  they  were  to 
decide  upon  was  ihort  and  plain, 
but  it  included  much  matter:  —  It 
was  fimply  this ;  .Shall  the  Houfe 
controul  and  direft  a  committee 
appointed  by  itfelf,  or  Ih all  they 
controul  and  direft  the  Houfe  ? 

The  ground  of  propriety,  with 
refpeft  to  military  enquiries  in  that 
Houfe,  was  not  only  abundantly 
fupported,  but  covered  with  a  fu- 
perfiuity  both  of  arguments  and  of 
precedents.  The  debate,  however, 
hung  yet  in  fufpence,  when  the 
unexpected  part  taken  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  high  in  office,  and  clofeiy 
connected  with  a  llrong  and  power¬ 
ful  party,  fuddenly  turned  the 
ballance.  That  gentleman  de¬ 
clared,  that  although  it  was  with 
infinite  reludance  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  with  the  two  noble 
lords  in  adminiftration,  yet  he 
could  not  avoid  thinking  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  committee,  even  at  the 
time,  very  extraordinary.  He  had, 
however,  fome  doubts  upon  the 
fubjeCt,  which  occafioned  his  going 
away,  without  fpeaking  or  voting, 
on  that  night.  But  thefe  doubts 
were  now  totally  removed.  For  as 
he  confidered  certain  words  (which 
he  recited)  that  had  fallen  from 
the  American  minifter  in  the  pre- 
fent  debate,  as  a  direft  charge  and 
accufation  again!!  the  commander 
in  chief,  he  ffiould  think  it  an  aft 
of  the  greateff  cruelty  and  injuftice 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  not  pair¬ 
ed,  in  order  to  afford  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  his  vindication  and  de¬ 
fence. 

Thefe  words  operated  like  a 
charm.  Nothing  would  afterwards 


be  liflened  to  from  the  other  fide. 
The  minifier  attempted  feveral 
times  to  fpeak,  but  in  vain.  A  com¬ 
plete  revolution  was  effected  ;  and 
the  enquiry,  which  a  few  days  before 
had  been  rejefted  by  a  majority, 
was  now  refumed,  with  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  almoft  general  unanimity. 
The  committee  was  ,*■  ,  , 

accordingly  revived  a 
few  days  after,  and  the  examination 
of  the  ;officers  commenced  by  that 
of  Earl  Cornwallis. 

It  would  be  equally  beyond  our 
purpofe,  and  our  limits,  to  enter 
into  any  particular  detail  of  this 
enquiry.  It  was  taken  up  with 
much  general  expectation,  2nd  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  faid  hope. 
The  public  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  impatient  for  it.  Thofe 
who  had  conceived  that  the  total 
reduction  of  America  ought  to  have 


been  but  the  bufinefs  of  one  eafy 
campaign,  were  eager  to  fee  the 
fault  fixed  upon  thofe  generals, 
whofe  mifmanagement  had  render- 
ed  the  war  not  only  fo  tedious  and 
fo  expenfive,  but  at  prefent  almoft 
hopelefs.  Others,  wiffied  to  fix: 
the  fault  on  the  original  ill  policy 
of  the  undertaking,  rendered  ad¬ 
ditionally  ruinous  by  the  weaknefs 
and  contradiction  of  the  councils 
by  which  it  had  been  conducted. 
But  as  the  enquiry  might  be,  as  in 
reality  it  was,  drawn  out  to  a  very 
great  length,  it  foon  became  evi¬ 
dent,  that  thofe  who  originally  op- 
pofed  any  enquiry  at  ail ;  and  only 
had  given  way,  becaufe  they  were 
unable  to  refill  the  torrent,  would 
prevent  it  from  producing  any  ef- 
feft  ;  and  this  it  was  not  difficult 
to  do,  as  it  was  in  their  power  to 
draw  the  examination  of  witneffes 
into  an  infinite  length  ;  and  the  at¬ 
tention  of  all  being  fatigued 

fuch 
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fuch  a  purfuit,  attendance  would 
naturally  relax  along  with  it;  and 
the  bufinefs  would  languifh,  and 
expire  of  itfelf. 

The  officers  who  were  examined 
were  the  following,  who  were  alfo 
called  in  the  order  that  we  date 
them,  viz.  Earl  Cornwallis,  Major- 
General  Grev,  Sir  Andrew  Snape 
Hammond,  Major  Montrefor,  chief 
engineer,  and  Sir  George  Ofborne, 
a  member  of  the  Houfe.  Their 
tedimoriy,  taken  together,  went  to 
the  edablidiment  of  the  following 
points  of  f.ft,  or  of  opinion. — 
That  the  force  fent  to  America 
was  at  no  time  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  country — That  this 
proceeded  in  a  great  meafure  from 
the  general  enmity  and  hodiiity  of 
the  people,  who  were  almoft  una¬ 
nimous  in  their  averdon  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great-Britain  ;  and 
alfo  from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  mod  difhcffit  and 
impracticable  with  refpeft  to  mili¬ 
tary  operations  that  could  poffibly 
be  conceived — That  thefe  circum- 
dances  of  country  and  people,  ren¬ 
dered  the  fervices  of  reconnoitring, 
of  obtaininpr  intellip-ence,  of  ac- 
quiring  any  previous  knowledge 
that  could  be  depended  on,  of  the 
date  of  the  roads,  and  the  nature 
cf  the  ground  which  they  were  to 
traverfe,  along  with  the  effiential 
object  of  procuring  provifions  and 
forage,  ex&eedingly  difficult,  and 
in  fome  refpefts  impracticable — 
rl *  1 1 a c  this  latter  circumdance  ren¬ 
dered  it  impoffible  for  the  army  to 
carry  on  its  operations  at  any  dif- 
tatice  from  the  fleet;  at  lead,  with¬ 
out  the  full  poficffion,  on  both  its 
fides,  of  fome  navigable  river  — 
And  that  its  operations  were  much 
retarded,  and  frequently  endan¬ 
gered,  by  being  generally  con- 
~  Vol.  XXII. 
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drained,  throueb  the  circumdances 
of  roads  and  country,  to  march 
only  in  a  Angle  column. 

It  alfo  went  to  the  edablifhmeriE 
of  the  following  particular  points, 
in  direft  contradiction  to  fever  a  1 
charges  which  had  been  made 
againft  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander  in  chief,  viz.  That  the  re¬ 
bel  lines  and  redoubts  at  Brooklyn, 
in  Long-lfland,  on  the  27th  of 
Auguft  1776,  were  in  fuch  a  date 
cf  iirength  and  defence,  that  any 
immediate  attack  upon  them,  with¬ 
out  waiting  to  make  proper  ap¬ 
proaches,  and  without  the  artil¬ 
lery,  foaling  ladders,  axes,  and 
other  articles  neceffary  to  the  fer- 
vjce,  would  have  been  fcarcely  lefs 
than  an  aft  of  defperate  rafhnefs. 
— -That  Lord  Cornwallis’s  halting 
at  Brunfwick,  when  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  fame  year,  was 
neceffary,  as  well  with  refpeft  to 
the  condition  of  the  troops  in  point 
of  fatigue  and  provifion,  as  to  their 
number,  and  the  pods  which  it 
was  fird  neceffary  to  occupy,  in. 
order  to  preferve  their  communi¬ 
cation  ;  and  that  his  palling  the 
Delaware,  and  advancing;  to  Phila- 

#  '  o 

delphia,  when  he  afterwards  ar¬ 
rived  at  Trenton,  was  utterly  im¬ 
practicable,  from  the  total  want  of 
boats,  and  of  all  other  means  for 
that  purpofe. — That  the  going  by 
fea  to  Philadelphia^  was  the  mod 
eligible,  if  not  the  only  method, 
which  could  have  been  adopted, 
for  the  reduction  of  Pen  fy!  vania, 
and  that  the  C’hefapeak  was  a 
more  eligible  paffage  than  the  De¬ 
laware. — That  from  the  ftrength 
of  the  highlands,  and  other  cir- 
cumdances,  the  attempt  of  going 
up  the  North  Pviver  towards  Al¬ 
bany,  while  Wafhington  was  at 
hand  with  a  drong  army,  to  profit 

IK 1  ^ 
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of  all  the  advantages  which  it 
muff  afford,  would  have  been 
difficult,  dangerous,  and  probably 
found  impracticable  in  the  event. 
— 4 And  that  the  drawing  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Waffiington  and  his  army, 
near  300  miles  from  the  North 
River,  to  the  defence  of  Penfyl- 
vania,  was  the  mod  effectual  di- 
verfion  that  could  have  been  made 
in  favour  of  the  northern  army  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  held  out  the 
greateil  probability,'  that  the  defire- 
of  protecting  Philadelphia,  would 
have  induced  him  to  hazard  a  ge¬ 
neral  adtion  ;  an  event  fo  long  and 
fo  ardently  coveted,  as  the  only 
means  which  could  tend  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion, 
and  which  every  other  meafure 
had  been  found  incapable  of  pro¬ 
ducing. 

General  Howe  had  endeavoured, 
’in  his  narrative,  as  well  as  in  the 
different  fpecches  which  were 
drawn  from  him  on  the  fubjedt,  to 
eiiablilh  as  an  indiftputable  fact, 
and  demonitrably  to  prove  from 
the  correfpondence  before  them, 
that  he  had  cohffantly  ftated  to  the 
American  minifter,  the  great  diffi- 
culty  and  impracticable  nature  of 
the  war  ;  and  the  utter  impcffibi- 
fity  of  fitbjugating  that  continent 
with  the  force  under  his  command. 
That  he  had  accordingly  accom¬ 
panied  the  plans  for  the  operations 
of  the'  campaign  of  177/5  with  a 
requifition,  in  one  in  dance,  of  a 
reinforcement  of  20 ,c 00,  and  in 
another,  of  13,000  men,  firongly 
Hating  and  arguing,  that  nothing 
Jefs  could  effectually  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  bringing  the  war  to  a 
fpeedy  coneliiiiori.  That  on  the 
other  hand,  the  minifter  did  not 
Teem  to  credit,  that  the  difficulties 
were  fo  great.. as  they  were  repre¬ 


fen  fed,  nor  that  fo  great  an  addi¬ 
tional  force  as  was  demanded  could 
be  neceffary  :  and  placed  much  of 

J  7  x 

his  dependance  in  the  firm  per- 
fuaffon,  that  the  well-affedted  in 
Penfylvania  were  fo  numerous, 
that  the  general  would  be  able  to 
raife  fuch  a  force  there,  as  would 
be  fuffkient  for  the  future  defence 
’and  protection  of  the  .province, 
when  the  army,  departed  to  finifh 
the  remaining  fervice.  That  ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  had  pro  mi  fed,  only 
about  half  the  force  ftated  in  the 
fecond  number;  that  not  a  fifth  of 
the  force,  even  fo  promifed,  was  at 
length  fent;  and  that  reinforce¬ 
ment,  when  it  did  come,  arrived 
too  late  to  anfwer  any  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  purpofes  of  the  campaign  — 
He  likewife  ftated,  and  fupported 
by  the  fame  authority,  that  fo  far 
from  any  Concert  or  co-opera ticn 
being  propofed  or  intended  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  northern  army, 
that,  that  expedition  had  never 
even  been  cafually  mentioned,  in 
any  of  the  difcuffions  relative  to  the 
plans  of  the  future  campaign, 
which  had  pa  (fed  between  him  and 
the  minifter.  That  the  ftrft  know¬ 
ledge  he  had  of  that  deiign,  and 
which  induced  him  to  write  a  letter 
to  Sir  Guy  Carleton  upon  the  fub- 
jeft,  was  merely  from  public  re¬ 
port.  And,  that  the  fi rid  intima¬ 
tion  he  received  from  the  minifter, 
that  the  fmalleft  degree  of  fupport 
would  be, expe&ed  from  him  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  expedition,  was  bv  a 
letter  which  he  received  m  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  in  the  Chefa- 
peak,  when  his  men  fures  "were  al¬ 
ready  taken  in  purfuance  of  that 
plan  which  he  had  previoufly  fet¬ 
tled  with  the  noble  fecretary,  and 
when  it  would  have  been  too  late 
for  him  in  any  cafe  to  have  receded. 

But 
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But  even  that  letter  exprefied  no 
more  than  a  confident  hope,  that 
he  fhould  be  returned  foqn  enough 
back  from  the  fouthward,  to  con¬ 
cur  in  the  further  operations  of  the 
northern  army. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen,  that  no- 
thing  could  poffibly  have  been 
more  galling  or  vexatious  to  the 
miniflers,  than  fome  part  of  this 
narrative,  and  of  the  preceding 
evidence.  Particularly  that  part 
cd  the  former,  which  dated  the 
general’s  communication  of  the 
imorablicabilitv  of  the  American 

i-  „• 

war;  or  at  lead  the  infufficiency 
cf  the  force  appointed  to  that  fer- 
vice  lor  the  accompli  fame  nt  of  its 
purpofe,  at  a  time  that  the  mini¬ 
flers  held  out  a  language  and 
hopes  fo  directly  contrary  to  the 
parliament  and  people  of  England. 
The  charge  of  general  difaffebtion 
among  the  Americans,  which  was 
laid  by  the  general,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers,  although  more  guard¬ 
ed  perhaps  in  terms  and  fpecifica- 
tion,  was  likewile  an  exceeding 
tender  fubjebt  with  the  miniflers. 
T  he  oppolition  too  never  omitted 
any  cccaiion  of  reminding  them, 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  trou¬ 
bles,  they  had  been  constantly  re¬ 
presented  by  them,  as  being  the  acts 
merely  of  a  faction  in  America, 
who  had  by  a  fort  of  furprize  pof- 
fefied  themfelves  of  the  civil  and 
military  powers  of  that  country  ; 
but  that  the  great  bulk,  or  at  lead 
a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
were  firmly  atrarhed  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great- Britain,  in¬ 
deed  if  that  reprefentation  was  an 
error,  it  fee  ms  pretty  clearly,  that 
the  miniders  were  no  Id's  involved 
in  it  themfelves,  than  the  public. 
At  any  rate  it  was  a  very  favourite 
opinion ;  and  nothing  could  be 


more  grating  than  this  tedimony, 
which  went  direblly  to  its  fubver- 
fion. 

For  thefe  and  other  caufes,  it 
was  thought  necefiary  to  call  in 
quedion  the  validity  of  this  evi¬ 
dence,  and  nothing  could  fo  well 
an  fiver  that  purpofe,  as  the  op- 
podng  to  it  another  body  of  the 
dime  nature  ;  for  as  no  decifive 
vudory  was  to  be  gained,  nor  de¬ 
feat  feared  in  fuch  a  con  ted,  the 
ifTue  mud  unavoidably  be,  the 
leaving  the  quedion  of  fail  in 
doubt  and  uncertainty  ;  and  no 
more  was  wanted. 

It  was  accordingly  pro-  .  ^ 
pofed,  towards,  what  feem- 
ed,  the  clofe  of  the  examination, 
that  other  witnefles  fhould  be  called 
in  and  examined,  relative  to  feveral 
matters  which  were  dated  in  the 
prefen t  evidence.  In  fupport  of 
this  proceeding  it  was  advanced, 
that  ex  parte  evidence  had  been  re¬ 
ceived,  relative  to  matters  of  fabfc 
'  ,  .  •  ... 
and  opinion,  to  military  ma- 

n oeuvres,  to  the  propriety  of  plans, 
and  to  the  execution  of  them  ;  and 
that  this  had  been  principally  di¬ 
rected  to  the  laying  of  implied  or* 
direbl  charges  again d  the  conduct 
of  minillers,  particularly  of  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  department.  That  it  was 
therefore  necefiary,  fair,  and  equit¬ 
able,  that  witnefles  fhould  be 
brought  on  the  other  fide,  and  evi¬ 
dence  received  relative  to  thofe 
points,  and  to  fet  afide  thofe 
charges.  The  noble  minifter  him- 
lelf  difclaimed  the  idea  of  becom¬ 
ing  an  accufer  ;  (with  which  he 
was  charged)  but  as  he  was  at¬ 
tacked,  and  charged  with  being 
the  caufe  cf  the  mifearriage  of  the 
American  war,  it  was  necefiary  he 
fhould  defend  himfelf ;  and  the 
[K]  2  facts 
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facts  which  he  fhould  date,  the  wit- 
neffies  he  fhould  bring  to  fupport 
them,  and  the  arguments  which  he 
might  ufe,  would  all  tend  to  that 
point  merely,  and  not  to  the  ac- 
cufation  of  any  man.  He,  how¬ 
ever,  declared,  that  his  main  objedl 
in  calling  wicnefTes,  was  to  refcue 
the  brave,  loyal,  and  meritorious 
fufferers  in  America,  from  the  un- 
iuft  general  imputation  or  cenfure 
thrown  on  them  by  the  prefen t 
evidence,  particularly  that  paffage 
which  fays,  that  the  Americans 
were  almofl  unanimous”  in 
their  rcfiftance  againd  the  claims 
of  this  country. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  oppofition 
condemned,  as  extremely  unfair 
and  irregular,  the  propcf ng  to 
bring  forward  at  the  tail  of  an 
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enquiry,  without  any  previous  no¬ 
tice,  and  when  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable 
general,  in  his  own  vindication, 
was  nearly  cl o fed,  new  witndTes, 
to  fir  up  matter,  and  perhaps 
charges,  of  which  he  could  have 
no  knowledge,  and  for  which  he 
confeqnently  could  have  made  no 
provift on  in  the  examination  of  his 
own.  That  it  was  a  new  proce¬ 
dure,  and  fetch  as  would  not  be 
endured  any  where,  to  draw  out 
the  whole  of  .any  man’s  evidence, 
10  examine  where  its  ftrength  or 
weakftefs  lay,  and  without  an 
avowal  of  the  frnalleft  intention  to 
controvert  any  part  of  it,  then  fud- 
denly  to  attempt  to  conjure  up 
witnelTes  before  unknown  and  un¬ 
heard  of,  and  each  having  before 
him  the  part  to  which  he  choffi  to 
be  called,  thereby  endeavour  to 
over  throw'  the  whole  of  the  for¬ 
mer  tdt-mouy.  They  like  wife 
fpo’kte  in  terms  of  feme  indigna¬ 
tion,  to  the  deftgii  ol  bringing  up 


American  refugees, penf oners,  and 
cuftom- hpufe1  officers,  to  impeach 
and  fet  a  fide  the  evidence  of  mi¬ 
litary  men  of  high  rank,  and  of 
great  profeffional  knowledge.  And, 
what,  faid  they,  is  the  point,  which 
thefe  men  are  called  principally  to 
prove  ?  why*  that  the  Americans, 
(that  is,  themfelves)  vvhofe  places, 
penfions,  and  exiftence,  depend 
upon  their  attachment,  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  well  difpofed  to  acknowledge 
and  fupport  the  rights  and  claims 
of  this  country  over  the  colonies. 

That  party,  however,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  their  p'rofeffions  oT 
wifhing  for,  and  furthering,  full 
and  general  enquiry  into  public 
matters,  at  length  accmiefced  in 
the  motion,  and  orders  were  blued, 
befrdes  General  Robcrtfon,  for  the 
attendance  of  General  Jones,  Col. 
Dixon,  and  Major  Stanton  ;  as- 
alfo,  for  John  Maxwell,  Jofeph 
Galloway,  Andrew  Allen,  John 
Paterfon,  Theodore  Morris,  and 
Enoch  Story,  Efqrs. 

The  exceedingly  fev.ere  and  vi¬ 
rulent  cenfure  and  reoroach,  re- 
peatedly  thrown  upon  General 
Burgoyne,  by  fome  perfons  high 
in  office,  produced  at  length  an 
effeft,  ivhich  was  as  little  intended 
as  expected,  by  the  authors  of  the 
caufe  from  whence  it  proceeded. 
The  harfiinefs  and  frequency  of 
the  reproach,  which  was  not  al¬ 
ways  guarded  or  chafte,  feeraed  by 
degrees  to  awaken  men  of  all  de- 
feriptions  and  parties,  into  fome 
particular  consideration,  of  thofe 
very  peculiar  and  unhappy  cireum- 
ilances  of  {iteration,  under  which 
that  officer  was  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  fuch  reproach,  without  a 
poffibility  of  vindicating  in  any 
manner  his  character  and  honour. 
At  length,  all  frdcs  of  the  Honte, 

fee  med 
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feemed  at  once  to  feel  for  and  com- 
miferate  the  unhappy  fituation  of 
that  general. 

An  occafion  for  calling  forth 
this  difpofition  prefented  itfelf. 
Sir  William  Howe  having  clofed 
his  evidence,  and  the  time  being 
yet  open  for  bringing  forward  the 
counter  evidence,  there  was  a 
chafm  of  fome  davs  in  the  bufinefs 

j 

of  the  Committee.  General  Bur- 
goyne  feized  the  opportunity,  and 
while  a  fenfe  of  the  recent  charge 
and  reproach  was  flill  frefli  in 
every  mind,  he  threw  himfelf  on 
the  juftice,  and  claimed  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Houfe,  conjuring 
them,  that  they  would  afford  him 
an  opportunity,  by  entering  upon 
his  defence,  to  redeem  his  honour 
and  character  from  that  unwarrant¬ 
ed  cenfure,  fo  publicly  and  licen- 
tioufly  bellowed  upon  both.  He 
Hated,  that  the  argument  of  the 
impropriety  of  military  enquiries 
in  'the  Houfe  could  not  apply  to 
him,  even  if  they  had  any  weight 
in  themfelves,  as  he  had  fre¬ 
quently  applied  for  a  court  martial, 
and  had  as  often  been  refufed  it. 

He  was  fupported  by  gentlemen 
on  both  f  des  of  the  Houfe  ;  and 
the  American  minifter  himfelf 
gave  into  it,  and  faid,  that  fuch 
flrong  accufations  had  been  recent¬ 
ly  laid  againft  him,  that  he  was 
entitled  in  jufcice  to  be  heard  in 
his  defence.^  This  was  readily 

May  «,th.  Hrefd  t0’  ^henext 

J  day  but  one,  fixed  ror 

bis  entering  upon  it. 

The  o facers  examined  upon  this 
bufinefs  were  Sir  Gay  Carleton, 
then  Governor  of  Quebec  ;  Earl  of 
Balcarras  ;  Captain  Money,  aCling 
Quarter  Mailer  General  ;  Earl  of 
Harrington  ;  Major  Forbes  ;  Cap¬ 
tain  Bloomfield,  of  the  artillery  ; 


and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kingfton, 
Adjutant  General;  all  of  whom, 
excepting  the  firll,  were  prefent 
during  the  whole  campaign  ;  and 
eminent  partakers  in  all  the  unpa¬ 
ralleled  difficulties,  diftreffes,  and 
dangers  of  the  northern  expe¬ 
dition. 

The  evidence  was  unufually 
clear,  plain,  accurate,  and  diredl 
to  its  matter.  It  went  uniformly 
to  place  the  character  of  the  fu Be¬ 
ring  and  unfortunate  general  in  a 
very  high  point  of  view,  whether 
considered  as  a  man,  a  foldier,  or 
the  leader  of  an  army  in  the  moil 
trying  and  perilous  fervice,  That 
he  pofTeifed  the  confidence  and  af¬ 
fection  of  his  army  in  fo  extraor¬ 
dinary  a  degree,  that  no  lofs  or 
misfortune  could  fhake  the  one, 
nor  diitrefs  or  affii&ion  weaken  the 
other.  It  eflablifhed  an  inftance, 
fo  far  as  it  could  be  conclufive, 
(and  a  clofe  crofs-examination  was 
not  able  to  weaken  it)  perhaps  un¬ 
equalled  in  military  hiltory  ;  that 
during  fo  long  and  continued  a 
fcene  of  unceafing  fatigue,  hard- 
fhip,  danger,  and  di  ft  refs,  finally 
ending  in  general  ruin,  and  capti¬ 
vity,  not  a  fingle  voice  was  heard 
through  the  army,  to  upbraid, 
cenfure,  or  blame  their  general ; 
and  that  at  length,  when  all  their 
courage  and  efforts  were  found  in¬ 
effectual,  and  every  hope  totally 
cut  off,  they  were  flill  willing  to 
peri fh  along  with  him.  It  may, 
however,  be  a  queftion  of  rival  Ihip 
in  honour,  what  fhare  of  the  p ra He¬ 
ar  i  fin  g  from  this  exemplary  con¬ 
duct  fhould  be  attributed  to  the 
general,  and  what,  to  the  admi¬ 
rable  temper,  difcipline  and  virtue 
of  his  troops  ? 

This  evidence  went  alfo,  fo  far 
as  from  its  nature  it  was  capable 
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pf  do  ng,  to  the  direct  overthrow  or 
removal,  of  every  charge  or  cen- 
fure,  wpich  had  been  thrown  cut, 
or  infinuated,  againft  the  conduct 
of  the  commander;  leaving,  how¬ 
ever,  the  queftion  of  opinion  ne- 
ceffarily  open,  whether  his  orders 
for  proceeding  to  Albany  were 
peremptory  or  conditional ;  and 
perhaps  leaving  likewife  feme 
doubts  behind,  with  refpedt  both 
to  the  defiem  and  to  the  mode  of 
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conducing  the  expedition,  under 
Colonel  Baunie,  to  Bennington. 
In  other  matters  it  fee  ms  conclu- 
five  ;  and  particularly  detedls  two 
falfehoods,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
enquiry  in  full  credit  and  vigour  ; 
the  one,  that  General  Phillips,  at 
the  time  of  the  convention,  offered 
to  force  his  way,  with  a  fpecified 
part  of  the  army,  from  Saratoga, 
back  to  Ticonderago the  other, 
that  the  late  gallant  General  Fra- 
izer,  had  expreffed  the  utmofl  dif- 
approbation  to  the  meafure  of  paf- 
iing  the  Hudfon’s  river. 

The  witneffes  whre  generally  of 
©pinion,  from  what  they  faw  and 
heard  of  the  temper  and  language 
©f  the  troops,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  palling  of  that  river,  and 
advancing  to  fight  the  enemy, 
could  have  fatisfied  the  army  ;  or 
preferved  the  general’s  charader 
with  it ;  and  that  even,  after  all 
the  misfortunes  that  happened,  it 
was  fHil  univerfaily  confidered  as 
■a  matter  of  neceffity  which  he 
could  not  have  avoided  ;  or  which 
If  he  had,  that  it  would  have  been 
Rich  a  failure,  as  he  never  could 
have  forgiven  to  him  (elf,  nor  been 
able  to  ju'flify  to  his  country.  Their 
teftimony  went  likewife  fully  and 
deciiively  to  the  fubveriion  of  that 
injurious  dander,  which  it  was 
©nee  a  fafhion  with  fome  perfons 


high  in  rank  and  office  here  to 
throw  out,  relative  to  a  fuppofed 
natural  deficiency  of  fpirit  which 
they  attributed  to  the  Americans. 
Fully  mailers  and  judges  of  the 
fubjed,  and  poffeffing  feoffments 
more  liberal  and  generous,  theie 
officers  fcorned  to  depreciate  the 
charader  of  an  enemy,  from  any 
refe fitment  for  his  fair  hoifflity  ; 
and  declared  freely,  that  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  (hewed  a  refolution,  perfe- 
verance,  and  even  obitinacy  in  ac¬ 
tion,  which  rendered  them  by  no 
means  unworthy  of  a  con  left  with 
the  brave  troops  to  whom  they 
were  oppofe.d.  Written  evidence, 
was  alfo  produced,  and  lupoorted, 
that  the  number  of  the  rebel  army, 
at  the  time  of  the  for  render, 
amounted  to  19,000  men,  of  which 
thirteen  or  fourteen  thou  find  were 
men  actually  carrying  mufque-is; 

The  examination  of  General 
Burg-ovne’s  witneffes  being  do  fed-, 
the  American  minifter  opened  the 
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counter  evidence,  which  was 
brought  to  oppofe  that  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Lord  and  Sir  William 
Howe.  The  only  witneffes,  which 
it  was  thought  expedient  or  nccef- 
fary  to  examine  on  that  fide,  of 
thole  whole  names  we  have  dated, 
were  Major  General  Robercfon, 
Deputy  Governor  of  New  York  ; 
and  Mr.  jofeph  Galloway.  None 
of  the  officers,  ordered  to  attend, 
except  the  general  abovementioned, 
were  called  upon.  Mr.  Galloway 
had  been  an  -American  lawyer, 
and  a  member  of  the  full  Ceng  refs ; 
and  was  one  of  those  that  had 
corne  over  to  Sir  William  Howe  at 
the  time  when  the  rebel  caufe  feem- 
ed  nearly  ruined,  by  his  great  fuc- 
ceffes  at  New  York,  and  Long 
Ifland,  towards  the  clots  of  the  year 
1776,  and  when  that  violent 
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tention  of  parties,  broke  out  at 
Philadelphia,  which  we  hive  for¬ 
merly  taken  notice  of.  The  ge¬ 
neral  had  immediately  afforded  a 
liberal  proviiion  for  this  i aft  vvit- 
nefs,  (from  vvhofe  fervices  he  ex¬ 
pected  home  conliderable  advan¬ 
tages,  in  which,  however,  he  de¬ 
clared  himfelf  difappointed)  and 
afterwards  advanced  him  to  lucra¬ 
tive,  as  well  as  flattering  civil  em¬ 
ployments. 

The  general  tendency  of  this 
evidence  was  to  overthrow,  inva¬ 
lidate,  or  weaken,  the  teltimony 
already  given  in  favour  of  the  com¬ 
manders.  And  the  points  which 
it  principally  laboured  to  eitablifh 
for  that  purpofe,  and  for  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  minifters,  were  the 
following.  The  vaft  majority, 
who  from  principle  and  dlfpofttion, 
were  zealoufly  attached  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country,  and 
consequently  enemies  to  the  con¬ 
duit  and  tyranny  cf  ihe  ruling 
powers  ;  this  was  rated  by  the  firil 
witnefs  at  two  thirds,  and  by  the 
fecond  at  four  fifths,  of  the  whole 
people  on  that  continent.  That 
if  a  proper  ufe  had  been  made  of 
this  favourable  difpofilion  of  the 
multitude,  it  might  have  been  di¬ 
rected  to  fuch  efTential  purpofes, 
as  would  have  brought  the  war  to 
a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion. 
That  the  force  fent  out  from  this 
country  was  fully  competent  to  the 
attainment  of  its  objeCt,  by  the 
total  reduction  of  the  rebellion, 
and  the  coafequent  recovery  of  the 
colonies.  That  the  country  of 
America  was  not  in  its  nature  par¬ 
ticularly  flrong,  much  lei's  imprac¬ 
ticable,  with  refpedt  to  military 
operations.  That  the  face  of  a 
country  being  covered  with  wood, 
aitorded  no  impediment  to  the 


march  of  an  army,  in  as  many  co¬ 
lumns  as  they  pleafed.  That  the 
Britiih  troops  pofTefTed  a  greater 
fuperiority  over  the  Americans,  in 
their  own  favourite  mode  of  bufn- 
fighting,  and  the  detached  fervice 
in  woods,  than  in  any  othei  what¬ 
ever.  That  armies  might  carry 
nineteen  days  proviiion  on  their 
backs,  and  confequently  need  not 
be  deterred  from  the  undertaking 
of  expeditions,  through  the  want 
of  thofe  means  of  conveyance 
which  are  now  deemed  indifpen- 
lible.  That  the  rebel  force,  both 
with  refpedt  to  number,  and  to  ef¬ 
fective  llrength,  was,  at  the  moil 
interelting  periods,  if  not  always, 
much  inferior  to  what  was  repre- 
fented.  And,  to  a  general  con- 
damnation  of  the  fouthern  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  along  with  an  endeavour  to 
fhew,  the  great  advantages  which 
would  have  refulted  in  that  cam¬ 
paign,  if  Sir  William  Howe  had 
taken  poffefTion  cf  the  north  river, 
and  directed  his  operations  towards 
Albany. 

Several  other  more  direCt  char¬ 
ges  or  accufations  were  brought 
again!!  the  military  conduCt  of  the 
brother  commanders,  which  were 
chiefly  undertaken  by  Mr.  Gallo¬ 
way.  Particularly  with  relpeCt  to 
the  going  round  by  the  Chefapeak, 
inftead  of  up  the  Delaware,  on  the 
foiKhern  expedition  ;  the  want  of 
i'ufficient  difpatch  and  vigour  in 
the  purfuit  cf  the  rebels  from 
Brunfvvick  acrofs  the  jerfies,  in  the 
year  177 6,  to  which  their  efcape 
was  attributed  ;  the  not  cutting  off 
Washington  at  Trenton,  before 
he  could  crofs  the  river,  which  was 
contended  to  be  practicable  ;  and 
the  not  paffintr  the  Delaware,  and 
proceeding  to  Philadelphia  at  that 
time,  which,  it  was  afTerted,  would 
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have  put  an  end  to  the  war  ;  along 
with  a  number  of  other  matters 
tending  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

On  this  the  opposition  from  time 
to  time  remarked,  that  the  greater 
part  of  thefc  gentlemen’s  teitimony 
was  founded  upon  private  opinion, 
hearfay  knowledge,  intelligence 
from  abfent  or  unknown  perfons, 
and  fcrong  affections  of  fadls,  un» 
fupported  by  any  collateral  evi¬ 
dence.  It  was  aifo  remarked  by 
them,  that  the  only  officer  pro¬ 
duced,  had  been  very  little,  if  at 
all,  out  of  our  garrifcns,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and 
was  therefore  little  qualified,  either 
to  give  fadsfaflory  information,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  difpo-fition  of  a  people 
with  whom  he  was  fo  little  con  ver¬ 
dant,  or  to  give  critical  opinion  on 
military  meafures  '  which  he  had 
never  feen.  As  to  the  witnefs  of  a 
civil  defcription,  they  faid  it  was 
lingular,  that,  although  bred  a 
lawyer,  and  habituated  to  bufi- 
nefs,  he  could  fcarcely  be  brought 
to  recoil  eft  the  fmallcil  part  of  his 
own  conduct  in  the  moil  trying, 
figna.l,  and  poffibly  dangerous  Situ¬ 
ation  of  his  life,  and  the  moll  con¬ 
spicuous  fphere  of  a&ion  to  which 
he  had  ever  been  exalted,  when  a 
member  of  the  con g refs  ;  and  yet, 
that  the  fame' man,  a  total  ftranger 
to  the  profeflion,  and  only  hying 
for  refuge  to  the  Eritifn  army. 
Should  ail  at  once  acquire  an  accu¬ 
racy  with  refpect  to  military  de- 
tails-,  and  the  complicated  bu  line  is 
of  a  camp-,  which  could  fcarcely 
be  expedit'd  from  a  quarter- mailer- 
general,  and  as  Suddenly  become 
pmTefted,  along  with  the  minutiae, 
of  that  nice  diicernment  and  criti¬ 
cal  judgment,  in  the  general  con¬ 
duct,  and  all  the  great  operations 
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of  war,  which  the  oldeil  and  moil; 
experienced  commanders  do  not 
often  pretend  to. 

The  examination  of  thefe  two 
witneffes  was  fpun  out,  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  bufmefs,  and  other 
means,  to  the  end  of  June.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  it  was  uncertain 
what  farther  evidence  might  be  cal¬ 
led  on  that  fide,  and  the  feflion  be¬ 
ing  fo  near  a  conclufion,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Howe  requeued,  that,  incon¬ 
sequence  of  the  attack  made  upon 

-  X 

his  character  in  the  efficknce  cf 
Mr,  Galloway,  a  day  might  be 
appointed,  on  which  he  Should  bp 
permitted  to  bring  wimefTes,  in 
order  to  controvert  and  difprove 
-thofe  charges.  This  was  refuted 
by  the  miniilers,  and  d  d  not 
feem  to  be  approved  of  by  the 
Houfe,  who-  had  got  tired  of  the 
buhnefs,  and  betides  iawnopcfli- 
bility  of  bringing  it  to  a  con  clii  - 
fion,  during  the  Short  remainder 
cf  the  feffion. '  The  former  faid 
that  the  general  had  already  met 
with  every  indulgence  he  could 
reafonably  expcfl ;  but  that  the 
calling  in  of  new  witneffes,  at  that 
time,  could  not  be  admitted  ;  that 
he  however  had  it  ftill  in  his  power 
to  crofs-examine  Mr.  Galloway  as 
much  as  he  pleafed. 

This  was  far  from  affording  any 
fatisfaftion  to  the  other  fide,  who 
complained  loudly,  that  after  the 
attacks  made  upon  the  general’s 
character,  the  refufing  to  hear  evi¬ 
dence  in  his  vindication,  was  no 
lefs  than  a  denial  of  juftice.  They 
were,  however,  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  what  they  could  not  remedy. 
The  committee  was  refumed  on 
the  29th  cf  June;  but  an  advan¬ 
tage  beinu  taken  of  feme  little 
delay,  (which  he  Stated  not  to  be 

above 
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above  a  quarter  of  an  hour)  in  Sir  mittee  was  fuddenly  difTolved, 
William  Howe’s  not  being  imme-  without  coming  to  a  fingle  refo- 
diately  prefent  for  the  crofs  exami-  lution  upon  any  part  of  the  bu- 
nation  of  the  witnefs,  the  com-  finefs. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


Two  enquiries  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords ,  tending  to  the  fame  oljeCt,  and  carried 
on  through  the  greater  part  of  the  fejfon.  Enquiry  into  the  fate  of  the 
na<vy ,  and  the  conduct  of  the  adtniralty,  infituted  by  the  Earl  of  Brijtol. 
Motions  for  naval  papers ,  bring  out  much  debate ,  and  are  rejected  upon  a 
divjion.  Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Brijtol,  for  the  removal  of  the  firft  Lord 
of  the  admiralty  from  his  employment .  Great  Debates.  Motion  rejected 
upon  a  dev  if  on .  Protefs .  Enquiry  into  the  government  and  managetnent 
of  Green  wich  Hofpital,  conducted  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  Moves  for 
a  compcnjation  to  Captain  Baillie ,  late  Lieut enant -Governor  of  Greenwich 
Hofpital .  Motion  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Minority  Lords  quit  the  Houfe. 
Refolutions  in  vindication  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich.  Hard  cafe  of  Captain 
Baillie.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  endeavours  to  bring  jcorward  an  enquiry 
into,  the  a  fairs  of  Ireland.  After  fever al  ineffectual  attempts ,  a  kind  of 
compromije  takes  place ,  referring  the  bufinejs  of  that  country  to  the  enfuing 
J'efJion.  Mr.  Townjhend’ s  motion  to  defer  the  prorogation  of  parliament , 
rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Spanijh  manifeflo.  Addrefs  from  the  Commons. 
Second  addrefs  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendifh.  Motion  of  adjournment 
carried  upon  a  divifion .  Amendment  to  the  addrefs  of  the  Lords ,  moved  by 

the  Earl  of  Abingdon ,  and  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Second  amendment 
propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ;  rejected  upon  a  divifion ,  after  confider- 
able  debate.  Bill  brought  in  by  the  mini Jl er  for  doubling  the  militia ,  after 
much  debate  and  propofed  amendment  faffed  by  the  Commons.  Indemnity 
bill  l ike  wif  e  paffed.  Militia  bill  meets  with  great  oppofition  in  the  Houfe 

of  Lords.  Indemnity  bill  much  oppofed  ;  but  carried  through.  Prolefts. 
Militia  bill  deprived  of  its  principal  effective  powers ,  and  returned  to  the 
Commons.  Debate  on  a  point  of  privilege.  Bill  paffed.  Speech  from  the 

Throne. 


DURING  thefe  tranfactions  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
Lords  were  principally  taken  up 
with  two  enquiries  of  an  unufual 
ca lb  and  nature  ;  and  both  tending 
diredtiy,  or  indirectly,  to  the  fame 
object,  to  the  crimination  or.cen- 
fure  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  The  firft  of  thefe,  was  an 
enquiry  inftituted  into  the  ftate  cf 
the  navy  and  the  conduct  of  the 
admiralty,  by  the  late  Earl  of 


Briilol,  which  went  dircClly  and 
avowedly  to  the  crimination  in  the 
firft  inflance,  and  to  the  removal 
in  the  fecond,  of  that  nobleman, 
from  the  very  high  and  important 
department  in  which  he  had  fo  long 
prefided.  In  the  conduct  and  pur- 
fuit  of  this  enquiry  and  object,  he 
was  profefiionally  affifted  by  the 
Duke  of  Bolton,  and  ably  fup- 
ported  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond^ 
and  lome  other  of  the  molt  a  Clive 

lords 
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lords  of  the  oppofition.  The  in- 
duftry,  patience,  and  conftancv, 
with  which  he  applied  himfeif  to 
fo  complicated  and  lab.orloirs  abu- 
iinefs,  encumbered  with  frequent 
and  tirefome  calculation,  and  with 
tedious  comparative  eftimates,  at 
a  time  when  he  was  linking  under 
the  preffure  of  various  infirmities, 
and  a  victim  to  the  moil  excruci¬ 
ating  difeafes,  could  not  but  excite 
admiration  ;  and  indeed,  however 
right,  or  othervvife,  his  opinions 
might  have  been  founded,  afforded 
no  final!  indication,  that  in  a  fea- 
fon  and  lit  nation  which  feemed  fo 
effectually  to  fhut  out  ail  perfona! 
confiderauons,  his  condudl  nsuft 
have  proceeded  from  the  moll  dif- 
inte reded  and  genuine  patriotifm. 

Although  the  noble  earl  had  on 
the  fir  ft  day  of  the  feffion  given 
feme  intimation  of  his  defign  ;  yet 
his  fubfequent  hate  of  health  was  fo 
deplorable,  that  on  the  19th  of 
February,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
was  obliged  to  make  the  motions, 
in  his  name  and  behalf,  for  uhe 
bringing  forward  ef  thofe  papers 
which  were  immediately  neceffary 
to  the  enquiry.  The  demand  of 
papers,  tending,  it  was  faid,  to  ex- 
poie  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  im¬ 
portant  purpofe  or  objedl  in  view 
for  the  j unification  of  fuch  a  mea- 
fu re,  being  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
the  court  lords,  the  noble  duke 
was  brought  to  an  explanation  and 
avowal,  that  the  abfent  Earl  in¬ 
tended  thofe  papers,  along  with 
other  materials,  for  laying  the 
foundations  bf  a  public  enquiry  in¬ 
to  naval  affairs,  and  a  comparifon 
or  the  pie  lent  ftate  of  the  navy, 
with  that  in  which  it  had  devol¬ 
ved  from  Lord  Hawke,  to  the 
?t uft  and  government  of  the  pre¬ 


fen  t  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty  ; 
and  thereon  to  ground  charges  of 
malverfation  again  ft  that  noble- 
man  ;  with  a  view  more  particu¬ 
larly  of  opening  the  eyes  of  a  great 
perfonage,  and  that  he  might  not 
continue  the  only  man  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  who  was  unacquainted  with 
the  deplorable  ftate  of  his  navy. 

It  was,  however,  the  24th  of 
March,  before  the  Earl  of  Cnftol 
was  able  to  attend  in  perion,  and 
he  was  then  fo  feeble  and  broken 
down,  as  to  depend  only  on  his 
crutches  for  lupport  while  he  was 
fpeakir.g.  His  fpeech  did  not  feem 
the  lefs  vehement  for  his  weak- 
nefs. 

He  affirmed,  and  faid  he  would 
prove,  that  the  conduct  of  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  navy, 
with  refpedl  to  the  great  truft  repo- 
fed  in  him,  was  highly  criminal  ; 
and  fuch  as  called  aloud,  for  the 
fulieft  cenfure  of  that  Houfe,  and 
for  the  utmoft  indignation  of  the 
people.  After  defending,  what 
appeared  immediately  to  nimielr, 
as  moft  particularly  ruinous  and  ca¬ 
lamitous,  in  the  conduct  and  ftate 
of  naval  affairs,  he  drew  one  ccn- 
folation,  he  faid,  from  the  ineffec- 
ti ven els  of  the  attempts  made  by 
the  marine  minifter,  upon  the  cha¬ 
racter,  life,  and  honour,  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel  ;  and  from  the  ' fai¬ 
lure  of  thofe  machiavellian  arts 
(which,  he  faid,  he  had  fo  fuccefs- 
dully  employed  on  other  ©ccaftons) 
when  their  objedl  was  to  create  an 
improper  aad  corrupt  influence 
among  the  Britiih  feamen.  That 
noble  lord,  he  faid,  had  now- 
found  by  experience,  that  no  pio- 
mifes  could  allure,  nor  threats 
prevent  them,  from  a  performance 
of  their  duty,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  their  honour.  Having 
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been  called  to  order  for  the  terms 
mac  hi  abelian  arts ,  he  repeated 
them,  and  faid  he  would  prove 
them  at  a  proper  time.  His  in¬ 
tended  motions  -were  taken  ud 

#  x 

with  that  view,  and  he  meant  to 
direct  them  folely  to  the  criminal 
conviction  of  the  fir  ft  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  he  therefore  gave  this 
early  norice,  that  the  Houfe  might 
be  prepared,  as  well  as  the  noble 
earl,  on  the  1 6th  of  April  ;  he. 
then  moved,  that  the  lords  might 
be  fummoned  for  that  day,  when 
he  would  enter  fully,  he  laid,  in¬ 
to  the  proof  and  inveftigation  of 
thofe  faCts,  which  had  induced 
him  to  inftitute  the  enquiry. 

Thus  was  the  gauntlet  thrown 
down,  the  clay  appointed,  and 
the  lifts  prepared,  lor  the  decifion 
of  this  conteft.  The  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  admiralty,  jus¬ 
tified  his  conduCt  with  refpeCt  to 
Admiral  Keppel,  upon  the  fame 
ground  which  we  have  already 
feen  taken  upon  that  fubjeCl.  And 
being  furprized  into  fome  warmth, 
,as  well  by  other  attacks,  as  by 
what  we  have  ftated,  he  declared 
that  he  was  afraid  of  no  man  li¬ 
ving  :  “  That  his  intentions  were 
upright,  his  heart  was  honeft,  and 
he  had  no  dread  that  they  would 
not  bear  him  out  againft  every  at¬ 
tack  which  might  be  made  upon 
him  by  his  enemies.” 

Several  motions  being  made  on 
the  30th  of  March,  by  the  Earl  of 
Brillol,  for  a  great  number  of  ad¬ 
ditional  accounts,  naval  lifts,  and 
other  papers,  necefifary  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  enquiry,  they  were 
llrongly  oppofed  by  the  noble  lord 
at  the  head  of  the  navy,  upon  the 
old  ground,  that  fuch  communi¬ 
cation  would  be  exceedingly  im¬ 
proper,  and  highly  dangerous  at 


prefent,  as  affording  means  of  in¬ 
formation  to  the  enemy,  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  poffibly 
acquire.  Although  the  validity 
of  this  objection  was  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  on  the  other  fide,  the  noble 
mover  offered  to  modify  or  con- 
trad  his  motions  in  any  manner 
that  might  be  thought  neceffary 
for  preventing  the  fuppofed  ef¬ 
fects.  ’  He  wifhed  at  the  fame 
time  to  imprefs  one  truth  impor¬ 
tant  to  his  purpofe  on  their  lord- 
fhips  minds,  which  he  vouched 
for,  that  there  was  not  a  Angle 
iota  of  the  matter  which  his  mo¬ 
tions  were  intended  to  draw7  forth, 
with  which  the  French  cabinet  was 
not  already  perfectly  acquainted  ; 
and,  upon  the  ground  of  prece¬ 
dent,  that  they  were  literally  co¬ 
pied  from  fimilar  motions  made 
and  agreed  to  in  the  year  1 759,  in 
the  very  height  of  the  late  war,  and 
when  an  invafion  was  direCtly 
threatened  from  France.  Nothing 
he  could  fay  being,  however, 
deemed  fatisfaCtory,  and  no  quali¬ 
fication  to  the  total  refufal  of  the 
papers  admitted,  much  debate 
arofe,  and  the  former  feveritv  of 
cenfure  was  not  only  renewed,  but 
it  had  now,  by  a  fupply  of  frefti 
matter,  acquired  additional  ftrength 
and  fharpnefs. 

This  proceeded  from  the  recent 
appointment  of  a  commander  to 
the  grand  fleet,  which  was  deftined 
for  the  home  defence.  They  faid, 
that  the  immediate  confequences 
which  had  already  appeared,  of 
thofe  manoeuvres  of  the  admiralty, 
by  which  they  had  driven  Admiral 
Keppel,  Lord  Howe,  Sir  Robert 
Hariand,  and  other  d’ftinguifhed 
officers,  from  the  fervice  and  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country,  were  in  the 
higheft  degree  alarming  and  un¬ 
happy 
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happy  to  the  nation.  Through 
the  lofs  of  thefe  great  officers, 
the  admiralty  were  now  under  a 
neceffity,  of  dragging  forth  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  from  his  intended 
final  retreat,  and  from  that  rcpofe, 
fuited  to  his  time  of  life,  which 
had  been  aligned  to  him  in  the 
government  of  Greenwich  hof- 
pital  ;  and  .after  an  abfence  of 
twenty  years  from  the  fea,  and 
having  neceflarily  laid  by  every 
idea  of  a.profeffion,  to  which  he 
did  not  even  dream  of  ever  re¬ 
turning,  is  compelled,  at  an  age 
likewiie  unfit  for  adlive  fervice,  to 
undertake  a  talk  of  the  molt  ar¬ 
duous  and  difficult  nature,  and 
which  may  probably  require  the 
greateft  activity  and  exertion,  which 
were  ever  yet  displayed  by  a  Britifh 
feaman.  They  defired  it  might 
be  underftoad,  that  they  did  not 
mean  the  fmalleft  imputation  to 
the  character  of  that  gentleman, 
nor  the  m.oft  remote  in  initiation  to 
his  difadvantage  ;  their  obferva- 
tions  were  confined  merely  to  his 
particular  clrc  urn  fiances  and  fitua- 
tion.  But  it  was,  they  faid,  a 
matter  of  the  moil  alarming  na¬ 
ture,  to  fee  perhaps  the  fate  of 
England,  committed  to  the  hands 
of  a  fuperannuated,  and  it  might 
be  faid,  a  ruflicated  officer  ;  who 
mu ft  contider  the  appointment  ra¬ 
ther  as  an  injury  than  a  favour; 
mid  was  befides  confcious,  that  he 
was  merely -an  object  of  neceffity, 
and  not  of  choice,  even  with  his 
employers.  And  this  flats  of 
things  was  rendered  frill  more 
grievous  and  deplorable,  by  feeing, 
at  the  fame  in  than  t,  feme  of  the 
greatefl  names  and  character's,  that 
had  ever  graced  the  Britifh  navy, 
or  exalted  us  renown,  proferibed 
Irom  the  fervice  of  their  country. 


through  the  rancour  .and  malignity, 
if  not  the  treachery,  of  the  ad- 
miraltv. 

Lord  BriftcPs  motions  were  re¬ 
jected,  on  a  diviion,  bv  a  nla- 
jority  of  juft  two  to  one,  the  num¬ 
bers  being  60  to  30.  The  lords 
had  been  fummoned  on  that  day, 
on  a  motion  of  the  Duke  of  Mau- 
chefteLs ;  which  was  likewife  for 
naval  papers,  but  not  relative  to 
the  prefent  enquiry;  it  being  in¬ 


tended  to  convey  cenfure  or  cri¬ 
minality  again  ft  the  minifters  in 
the  other  Houfe,  on  a  charge  of 
finyular  neglect.  It  was  afierted, 
and  we  believe  has  not  been  dis¬ 
proved,  that  in  force  time  after 
orders  were  difpatched  from  hence 
for  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia, 
a  fleet  of  victuallers  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  depart  from  Ireland  for 
that  place,  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  defjgn  of  the  minifters,  and 
having  accordingly  entered  the 
Delaware,  efcaped  narrowly,  and 
by  mere  accident,  from  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
motion  was  for  the  papers  neeeftary 
to  an  enquiry  into  this  tranfadtion. 
As  this  could  not  be  oppofed  upon 
any  fuppotition  of  danger,  from 
the  affording  of  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  the  motion  was  obje&ed  to 
for  its  generality,  in  not  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  fpecific  papers  and 
dates  which  were  wanted  ;  and 
aifo,  that  it  was  totally  unnccef- 
fary,  as  no  ill  confequence  what¬ 
ever  had  ari fen  from  the  fact,  even 
fuppofing  it  to  be  exactly  as  had 
been  re  prefeme  d.  This  motion  was 
likewife  rejected,  by  a  majority  of 


40  to  28. 

The  appointment  for 
to  attend  on  the  naval 
having  been  changed  from  the 
1 6th  to  the  23d  of  April,  the 


the  Lords 
difctli 
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Karl  of  Briftol  introduced  and 
fupported  his  motion,  with  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  degree  of  ability  and 
profeffional  knowledge.  The  in¬ 
formation  brought  out  was  various, 
and  fee  ms  to  have  been  caMedtcd 
with  accuracy.  He  informed  the 
Lords,  that  he  had  every  one  of 
the  papers  which  they  had  refufed 
to  him  then  in  his  hands,  but  that 
as  he  conceived  from  that  refufal, 
that  they  were  of  opinion  there 
would  be  fome  impropriety  in  ex- 
pofing  them  to  public  view,  how¬ 
ever  contrary  that  was  to  his  own 
knowledge,  and  however  neceffary 
they  might  be  towards  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  the  great  national 
purpofe  which  he  was  purfuing, 
he  would,  notwithftanding,  upon 
that  account,  refrain  from  bringing 
them  forward.  Fie  farther  pro- 
fefted,  that  in  regard  to  the  un¬ 
happy  circumiiances  of  our  fitua- 
tion,  and  neceffity  of  the  time,  he 
would  hi'mfelf  throw  a  veil  over 
all  thofe  parts,  the  expofure  of 
which  could  poftibly  afford  any 
ufeful  information  to  the  enemy. 

He  obferved,  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpeech,  that  there  were  various 
parliamentary  methods  of  removing 
any  minifter;  and  all  of  which, 
excepting  one,  tended  to  punifh 
as  well  as  to  remove; — as,  a  bill 
of  impeachment,  a  bill  of  at¬ 
tainder,  a  bill  of  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  ;  all  thefe  went  to  punifh 
as  well  as  to  remove  ;  but  that  of 
addreffing  the  King  to  remove  from 
his  Majefty’s  councils  and  prefence 
for  ever,  tends  only  to  remove  the 
evil,  without  inflicting  any  real 
punifhment  on  the  offender.  He 
had,  however,  chofen  a  milder  me¬ 
thod  than  any  of  thofe,  in  hopes 
of  the  concurrence  in  general  of 
the  Lords ;  and  that  many  of  thofe 


who  had  formerly  concurred  in 
iupporting  thofe  meafures,  which 
had  fo  notorioufly  brought  the 
navy,  and  confequently  the  na¬ 
tion,  into  their  prefent  fuuation, 
being  now  convinced  of  their  per¬ 
nicious  tendency,  and  how  much 
they  had  been  deceived  by  artful 
milreprefentation,  would  condemn 
thofe  very  meafures,  which  they 
had  then  been  feduced  to  approve. 

He  accordingly  moved,  “  That 
“  an  humble  addrefsrbe  prefented 
“  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be 
“  gracioufly  pleafed  to  remove  the 
“  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of 
“  Sandwich,  hi-fi  commiffioner  for 
“  executing  the  office  of  lord  high 
“  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 
“  and  one  of  his  Majefty’s  mofl 
“  honourable  privy  council,  from 
“  the  faid  office  of  the  firft  lord 
“  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty.” 

We  have  had  fo  much  occafion, 
for  fome  time  paft,  to  ft  ate  matter 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  they 
were  laid  or  fuftained  in  both 
Houfes,  with  refpecl  to  the  ftate 
of  the  navy,  and  the  condudl  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  will  not  be 
fuppofed  that  much  new  ground 
relative  to  the  fubjedl  could  now 
be  opened.  The  curious  naval 
lifts,  calculations,  and  comparative 
efti mates,  ftated  by  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  are  not  properly  within 
our  province.  The  great  point  of 
charge,  principally  laboured  by 
the  Earl  of  Bnflol,  and  to  which 
all  the  others  were  far  fubordinate, 
was  to  the  following  purport,  viz. 
That  about  feven  millions  more 
money  had  been  allotted  for  the 
fupport  and  increafe  of  our  navy 
during  the  laft  feven  years,  than 
in  any  former  period  ;  and  that, 
during  that  time,  the  decreafe  and 
decline  of  the  navy,  had  been  in 

an 
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an  inverfe  ratio  to  the  excefs  of 
the  expenditure.  Upon  this  part 
of  the  fubjedl  he  exclaimed,  as  he 
had  done  with  great  energy  upon 
a  former  occafion — 44  What  is  be- 
44  come  of  our  navy? — Or,  if  there 
44  is  no  navy,  what  is  become  of 
“  our  money  ?’* 

The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  navy,  defended  himfelf  in  his 
ufual  manner,  and  with  his  ufual 
ability.  He  affirmed  his  inno¬ 
cence  in  drong  terms,  and  expreffied 
with  great  feeling,  the  confolation 
and  pleafure  which  a  confcioufnefs 
of  it  afforded  ;  he  declared  his  fe- 
dulous  attention  to  the  duties  of 
his  office,  and  the  happy  effects 
which  refulted'  from  it,  in  the  pre- 
fent  high  and  flourifhing  date  of 
the  navy.  He,  however,  fhifted 
off  all  personal  refponfibility  ;  de¬ 
claring  that  he  was  anfwerable  for 
nothing  more  than  his  fhare,  in 
common  with  the  other  cabinet 
counfellors.  With  refpeft  to  other 
matters,  he  gave  a  flat  contra¬ 
diction  to  aimed  every  calculation 

* 

and  eflimate  produced  by  his  no¬ 
ble  antagonid,  whether  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  pad  or  the  prefen t  date 
of  naval  affairs  in  this  country  ; 
and  did  not  believe  thole  which 
related  to  France  or  Spain.  Some 
of  the  charges  brought  on  the 
other  fide,  were  treated  with  as 
little  ceremony.  One  in  parti¬ 
cular,  which  dated  that  the  want 
of  dores  was  fo  deplorable,  that 
dome  fhips  of  Keppel’s  fleet,  al¬ 
though  under  failing  orders  for 
the  immediate  protection  of  their 
country,  had  been  dript  of  their 
cordage  and  running  rigging,  in 
order  to  enable  Byron’s  iquadron 
to  proceed  to  America; — and,  that 
when  the  former  had  returned  to 
port,  after  the  adfion  of  the  27  th 


of  July,  they  were  detained  for 
feveral  days,  through  the  want  of 
mads,  and  other  effential  articles 
of  fupply. — To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  fuperabundance 
of  dores  in  the  docks  and  yards 
was  fo  great,  that  the  warehouses 
and  other  proper  receptacles  were 
not  , capable  of  containing  them  ; 
and  that  the  dock  of  hemp  in  par¬ 
ticular  was  fo  vad,  that  the  ad¬ 
miralty  found  it  necedary  to  ob¬ 
lige  the  artificers  to  take  forne  of 

o  / 

it  off  their  hands.  The  noble 
lord,  with  great  fatisfaftion  and 
good  temper,  ended  a  long  fpeech 
in  a  joke,  which  threw  the  whole 
Houfe  into  good  humour. 

The  Earl  of  Briftol,  however, 
took  care  to  remind  their  lord- 
fhips,  that  every  one  of  his  charges 
were  now  fully  edablifhed  ;  for 
that  his  fpecific  accufations  were 
anfwered  only  by  general  affer- 
tions ;  and  terminated  by  attempts 
at  wit.  The  debates  were  long, 
and  mod  'of  the  lords  who  are 
fpeakers  took  fome  diare  in  them. 
The  quedion  being  at  length  put, 
the  motion  for  the  removal  of  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  was  rejected  upon, 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  78  to 
39  ;  being  a  fecond  time  exadtly 
two  to  one. , 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  lin¬ 
gular,  that  the  two  royal  brother 
dukes,  both  voted  on  this  occafion 
for  the  removal  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  the  government  of 
the  navy.  It  was  obferved  in  a 
fubfequent  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  that  the  fortune  of  that 
nobleman  was  unequalled  in  the 
hidory  of  England,  namely,  in 
continuing  to  hold  an  office  of 
fuch  vad  importance  in  the  date, 
after  39  lords,  and  174  members 
of  the  other  Houfe,  had  declared 

upon 
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upon  record,  his  being  unfit,  in¬ 
capable,  and  confequently  his  re¬ 
moval  from  it  neceffary. 

A  fhort  proielt,  couched  in  the 
following  terms,  was  figned  by  25 
lords  —  “  Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly 
“  becoming  this  great  council  of 
“  the  nation  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
“  jelly  for  the  removal  of  any 
“  minifter  for  negledl  of  duty  or 
“  incapacity,  in  order  to  prevent 
“  public  detriment  ;  fo  we  con- 
“  ceive  the  notoriety  of  the  facts 
“  in  this  debate  fufHciently  war- 
“  rants,  and  the  prefent  alarming 
“  fituation  of  public  affairs  loudly 
“  calls  for,  this  interposition.”— 
'Fhe  Earl  of  Briftol  beinp-  the 

O 

mover,  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him,  that  poilerity  fhonld  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  particular  grounds 
upon  which  he  founded  his  mo¬ 
tion.  He  accordingly  entered  a 
feparate  protefi,  of  lome  length, 
for  that  purpofe.  His  death,  foon 
after,  rendered  this  a]  in  oft  the  laft 
of  his  public  exertion. 

The  fecond  enquiry,  although 
not  of  fuch  magnitude,  confideied 
with  refpecl  to  its  national  im¬ 
portance  and  confluences,  was, 
however,  upon  a  fubjedt  of  an  in- 
tcrehing  nature  :  and  was  con- 

O 

tinned,  with  no  fmall  (hare  of 
trouble,  labour,  and  difficulty, 
through  much  the  greater  part  of 
the  feffion.  T’bis  was  the  enquiry 
into  the  government  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  Greenwich  hofpital  ;  the 
firfl;  papers  on  which  were  moved 
for  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  on 
the  1 6 1 h  of  February,  and  the 
final  decinon  of  the  Lords  de¬ 
livered  only  on  the,  yth  of  June. 
As  the  fuperVifion  of  this  noble 
foundation  lay  officially  in  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  the  enquiry,  of  courfe, 
tended  virtually  to  the  cenfure  or 


crimination  of  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  that  department  ;  who 
accordingly  under standing  it  in 
that  light,  took  fuch  means  of  de¬ 
fence,  as  if  it  had  been  an  avowed 
and  diredl  perfonal  accufation. 
The  affair  was  accordingly  fully 
ana  ably  difeuffed  ;  and  a  great 
number  of  witneffes,  as  well  as  no 
fmall  quantity  cf  written  teilimony 
brought  forward. 

It  would  not  perhaps  be  very 
fafe  with  regard  to  juflice,  (if  ir 
even  lay  properly  within  our  line 
of  obfervation)  to  give  any  ac¬ 
count  of  this  enquiry,  which  did 
not  nearly  comprize  the  whole  vo¬ 
luminous  detail  of  evidence,  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  the 
crofs  examination  and  particular 
objections  which  it  brought  out, 
together  with  the  fpeeches  made 
by  the  noble  duke,  earl,  and  other 
lords,  which  are  to  be  confidered 
as  the  pleadings  in  this  caufe.  In 
this  date  it  has  already  been  com¬ 
municated  to  the  public,  in  the 
accounts  which  have  been  ptib- 
lifhed  of  the  parliamentary  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  that  time ;  and  the 
able  fpeech  made  by  the  firfl:  lord 
of  the  admiralty  in  his  own  de¬ 
fence,  has  likewife  appeared  in  a 
ffparate,  and,  probably,  corrected 
publication.  We  al fo  trufr,  that 
the  punted  cafe  of  the  late  un¬ 
fortunate  lieutenant' governor.  Gap- 
tain  Baillie,  is  in  moil  hands, 

The  chief  matters  of  abufe  which 
appeared  in  the  enquiry,  were  the 
two  following;  firll,  fome  improper 
variations  in  the  new  charter  from 
the  old,  and  fome  fufoicious  ma- 
nasement  with  relation  to  it  ;  and, 
that  Captain  Baillie,  the  lieu- 
tenant  governor,  who  had  {hewn 
great  zeal  and  activity  in  detecting 
abufes,  and  panieulaslv  had  pro- 
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fecuted  to  conviftion  the  butcher, 
who  by  contract  fupplied  the  hof- 
pital  with  provifion,  for  fraudu¬ 
lently  furnifhing  meat  of  a  bad 
quality,  when  he  was  paid  as  for 
the  bell ;  had,  on  his  part,  been 
profecuted  by  the  officers  of  the 
houfe  on  adHons  brought  by  thofe, 
whom  he  had  charged  with  afaufes 
—in  which  adtions  they  were  de¬ 
feated^ — -Yet  the  convidted  butcher 
was  continued  in  one  of  the  courts, 
and  had  his  contradl  renewed,  and 
the  acquitted  Captain  Baillie  was 
turned  out  of  his  office  to  ftarve, 
without  any  provifion  or  compen- 
fation  vvhatfoever. — The  other  de¬ 
tails  it  would  be  impoffible  to  enter 
into,  and  difficult  to  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  on,  as  the  feveral  particulars 
©f  charges,  feem  to  have  been 
fome  better  and  fame  worfe  fup- 
ported. 

It  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had 
conkandy  difclaimed  every  idea 
of  any  accufation  againfl  the  frit 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  he  took  up  the  enquiry 
merely  for  the  fake  of  public  jus¬ 
tice,  and  the  benefit  of  the  poor 
penfioners,  fo,  upon  its  clofe,  and 
the  fumming  up  of  the  evidence, 
he  did  not  move  for  any  vote  of 
cenfure  againll  that  nobleman  ; 
but  only  propofed  the  bringing  in 
of  a  bill,  for  remedying  thofe 
grievances  in  the  hofpital,  and 
thofe  malverfations  in  its  govern¬ 
ment,  which  he  fuppofed  he  had 
proved.  And  as  he  confidered  the 
lieutenant-governor  to  be  merely  a 
victim  to  his  integrity,  to  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  diligent  difcharge  of  his 
duty,  and  particularly  to  his  in¬ 
flexible  op  poll  t  ion  to  thofe  inno¬ 
vations,  which  the  noble  duke,  as 
well  as  himfelf,  deemed  totally  de- 


ftrudlive  to  the  government  and 
interefts  of  the  hofpital,  he  thought 
it  an  a£t  of  the  mod  neceffary 
juffice,  that  fuch  an  officer  fnould 
receive  a  reafonable  compenlation, 
for  the  Ioffes,  (offerings,  and  per¬ 
fection,  which  he  had  fuftained  5 
the  more  efpecially,  as  his  place, 
which  was  properly  to  be  confi¬ 
dered  as  a  freehold,  was,  at  a 
market  price,  worth  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money. 

He  accordingly  moved,  that,  in 
confideration  of  Captain  Bailliek 
having  been  illegally  removed  from 
his  office,  by  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  and  of  the  zeal  he  had 
uniformly  (hewn  during  the  courfe 
of  fe  veil  teen  years  fervice  in  the 
faia  hofpital,  the  Houfe  fhould 
addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  confer  on 
him  fome  mark  of  his  royal  fa¬ 
vour. 

The  motion  was  reje&ed,  upon  a 
a  diviiion,  by  a  majority  of  67 
to  25. 

A  feceffion  of  the  minority  lords 
immediately  took  place,  as  foon 
as  the  diviiion  was  over ;  but  the 
court  party  were  far  from  being 
content  with  a  bare  vi&orv,  and 
feemed  determined  to  affix  fuch  a 
ftigma  upon  fuch  enquiries,  as 
might  prevent  any  trouble  of  the 
fame  nature  for  the  future.  Three 
lords  fucceffively  moved  three  fe- 
parate  motions,  each  of  the  fuc- 
ceeding  furpaffing  the  preceding 
in  energy  and  effect.  The  frit 
went  to  a  fimple  declaration,  that 
nothing  had  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  enquiry,  which  called  for 
any  interposition  of  the  legifla- 
ture. — The  fecond,  that  the  book 
which  had  been  referred  to  the 
committee,  (Captain  Bailliek  cafe 
of  the  royal  hofpital,  &c.)  con¬ 
tained  a  groundlefs  and  malicious 
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reprefentation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and  others, 
the  officers  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 
— And  the  third  declared,  that  the 
revenues  of  Greenwich  hofpital 
had  been  confiderably  increafed, 
and  that  it  had  derived  feveral  other 
fpecified  benefits  and  advantages, 
under  the  adminiflration  of  the 
prefent  noble  lord. 

It  feems  upon  the  whole  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  iffue  of  this  en¬ 
quiry  went  as  far  beyond  all  ex¬ 
pectation  on  the  one  fide,  as  it 
fell  totally  fhort  of  it  on  the  other. 
The  fate  of  Captain  Baillie  has 
bqen  much  and  generally  com- 
miferated.  His  cafe,  indeed,  feems 
very  hard  ;  and  it  can  fcarcely  be 
doubted,  that  if  the  affording  him 
a  compenfation,  could  have  been 
feparated  from  the  idea  of  con¬ 
veying  cenfure  on  the  fir  ft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  that  it  mull  have 
been  liberally  granted.  Ho\v  far 
the  prefent  decifion,  along  with 
the  ruin  of  that  gentleman,  may 
operate  as  an  example,  in  ex¬ 
citing  the  integrity  and  diligence 
of  the  fervants  of  the  public,  in 
the  future  execution  of  their  re- 
fpeClive  offices,  mufl  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  experience  ;  but  that  it 
muft  produce  a  full  efFeCt,  while 
ever  it  is  remembered,  in  reflrain- 
ing  all  indifereet  zeal  for  the  cor¬ 
rection  or  reformation  of  abufes, 
will  fcarcely  be  queftioned. 

The  feafon  was  now  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  which  demanded  a  recefs 
from  the  toils  of  a  very  trcuble- 
fome  and  laborious  feffion.  The 
affairs  of  Ireland  were,  however, 
becoming  every  day  more  alarm¬ 
ing  ;  but  notwithflanbing  the  re¬ 
peated  efforts  of  the  oppofitioe  in 
both  Houfes,  the  mini  Iters  de- 
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feated  every  attempt  towards  en¬ 
quiry  upon  that  fubjeCt.  The 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  taken 
up  the  bufinefs,  on  the  iith  of 
May,  in  a  very  long  and  able 
fpeech,  in  which  he  equally  fhevved 
his  intimate  and  extenfive  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  TubjeCt,  and  dis¬ 
played,  in  finking  colours,  the  de¬ 
plorable  diftreffes,  the  grievances, 
and  the  very  alarming  circum- 
ftances,  which  attended  the  pre¬ 
fent  htuation  of  that  country.  He 
accordingly  urged  in  the  flrongeft 
terms  the  neceffity  of  providing 
immediate  remedies  for  thofe  evils, 
and  the  fatal  confequences  to  which 
any  delay  mufl  be  li Able.  He  was 
oppofed,.  partly  with  refpeCl  to  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon,  and  partly 
with  refpeCl  to  the  nicenefs  and 
difficulty  of  the  fubjeCl,  in  which 
the  interefls  of  both  countries  were 
fo  materially  affeCled,  and  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  clafhed,  fo 
complicated  and  intricate,  that  any 
fcheme  for  the  relief  of  one,  with¬ 
out  injury  to  the  other,  mufl  re¬ 
quire  long  application  and  fludy, 
minute  enquiry,  and  the  mofl  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation.  The  repeated 
fubfequent  endeavours  of  the  no¬ 
ble  marquis,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  who  were  likewife  con- 
ftantly  fupported  by  the  other  lords 
in  oppofition,  brought  on,  how¬ 
ever,  at  length,  and  near  the  clofe 
of  the  feffion,  a  kind  of  compro- 
mife  with  the  lord  prefident  of  the, 
council;  that  nobleman  pledging 
himfelf,  that  in  gdod  faith,  and 
fo  far  as  he  could  venture  to  anfwei* 
abfolutely  for  others,  a  proper 
plan  for  accommodating  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  Ireland,  fhould  be  pre¬ 
pared  and  digefled  by  the  mi- 
niflers,  during  the  recefs,  and  in 
[Z,]  readi- 
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readinefs  to  lay  before  parliament 
at  the  opening  of  the  enfuing  fef- 
15  on. 

Notwithflandin?  the  latenefs  of 

o 

the  feafon,  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
with  the  unfinifhed  Hate  of  the 
American  enquiry,  and  the  con- 
fequent  cenfure  which  lay  upon  the 
commanders,  from  the  unexpe&ed 
charges  and  evidence  brought  a- 
gainif  them,  without  any  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  calling  witneffes  to  their 
vindication,  were  taken  as  grounds 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  for 

•x  ,  an  addrefs  to  the  King 

I une  1 rth.  -  a  b 

J  J  agamic  the  prorogation 

of  parliament,  until  the  bufinefs 
and  matters  hated  in  the  motion, 
were  finiffred  or  fettled.  This  mo¬ 
tion  brought  out  much  mifcella 

O 

neous  debate,  and  was  at  length 
rejeded  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  143,  to  70. 

But  the  following  day  prefented 
a  new  face  of  affairs,  and  opened 
a  new  fcene  of  bufinefs,  by  the 
difclofure  of  one  of  the  mod  a- 
larming  events  which  could  well 
have  happened,  in  the  already  em- 
barraffed  and  critical  hate  of  the 
nation.  This  was  the  hohile  ma- 
nifelto  which  was  prefented  by  the 
Marquis  D ’Almodovar,  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambaffador,  and  accompanied 
with  the  notice  of  his  immediate 
departure  from  this  country. 

___  ,  The  mini  her  u flier ed  in 
1 7  the  manifeho,  as  ufual,  with 
a  royal  me  Huge,  in  which  they 
were  acquainted  with  the  con  lb - 
quent  recal  of  the  Britifh  ambaf¬ 
fador  from  the  court  of  Madrid. 
His  Majehv  alfo  declared  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  that  his  de¬ 
fire  ?‘o  preferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  i'ntercourfe  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  had  been  uni¬ 
form  and  fincere ;  and  that  his 


conduct  towards  that  power,  had 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
or  principles,  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  jufiice.  Great 
furprize  was  expreffed  at  the  pre¬ 
tences  on  which  the  declaration 
was  grounded,  as  fbme  gF  the 
grievances  therein  enumerated,  had 
never  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
his  Majeily,  either  by  reprei.enta- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Spain,  or  by 
intelligence  from  any  other  quar¬ 
ter;  and  that  in  all  cafes  where 
applications  had  been  received,  the 
matter  of  complaint  had  been 
treated  with  the  utmofl  attention, 
and  put  into  a  due  courfe  of  en¬ 
quiry  and  redrefs.  It  concluded 
with  the  firmed  confidence,  that 
the  Commons,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  public  fpirit,  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  fo  often  experienced 7 
would  fupport  him  in  his  refolu- 
tion  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
refill  and  repel  any  hoftile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain. 

The  Spanifh  manifeflo,  was  a 
loofe,  and  rather  a  flrange  fort  of 
a  compofition  ;  dealing  ajmoft  en¬ 
tirely  in  generals  ;  without  any 
clear  arrangement  or  diilribution 
of  matter ;  without  any  accuracy 
in  the  Hating,  or  much  fpecifica- 
tion  of  time,  place,  or  circum- 
llance,  with  refpecfl  to  fails',  it 
feems  to  throw  charges  about  at 
random,  without  any  attention  to 
their  direflion,  or  care  about  their 
effedl.  Nor  is  the  rcafonino-  much 

o 

more  conclufive.  Yet  it  affords 
one  in  fiance  of  precifion,  perhaps 
unequalled  in  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  corps  diplomatique,  from 
the  commencement  of  their  earliefl 
records.  That  is,  where  it  Spe¬ 
cifies  in  one  line,  that  the  whole 
number  of  in fults  and  injuries 

which 
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tvhich  Spain  had  received  from 
Great  Britain*  amounted  lately ,  to 
juft  one  hundred. 

The  manifefto,  however,  efta- 
blifhed  one  fad,  and  that  of  fuf- 
ficient  confequence ;  namely,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part 
with  France  and  America  againft 
Great  Britain.  It  alio  afforded 
an  information  not  before  known 
to  the  public,  although  we  think 
it  had  been  mentioned  as  a  matter 
of  reprobation  by  fome  gentlemen 
in  parliament.  That  was,  that 
Spain  had  been  employed  as  a 
mediator  between  England  and 
France,  and  had  been  adually  ne- 
gociating  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations  for  above  eiaht 
months.  A  principal  part  of  the 
re  fen  tment  expreffed  or  implied  in 
the  manifefto,  feems  to  derive  its 
fou  rce  from  the  condud  of  Great 
Britain  with  refped  to  this  nego¬ 
tiation  ;  the  cabinet  being  diredly 
or  indiredly  charged,  (in  the  loofe 
manner  of  that  declaration)  with 
difingenuity  or  infincerity,  in  pro¬ 
trading  and  fpinning  it  out,  with¬ 
out  any  fixed  or  real  intention  of 
peace,  and  ufing  Spain  as  its  in- 
itrument  in  that  purpofe.  This 
feems  repeated  or  confirmed  at  the 
end  of  the  manifefto,  where  it  is 
fuppofed,  that  the  experience  of 
other  nations  in  the  condud  of  the 
Britifli  miniftry,  will  prove  a  jufti- 
ftcation  of  the  decifive  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Spanifh  monarch. 

It  feems  to  appear,  that  the  ne- 
gociation  now  in  queftion  was  con¬ 
ducted  upon  the  fame  ground  and 
principle,  the  bare  propofal  of 
which  was  treated  with  fuch  in¬ 
dignation  and  difdain  by  Mr.  Se¬ 
cretary  Pitt,  in  the  late  war;  viz. 
the  confidering  the  feparate  claims 
of  France  and  Spain  as  one  com- 
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mon  objed,  and  comprifing  their 
fettlement  in  the  fame  treaty.  The 
full  effeCt  of  that  family  eompad, 
which  had  been  overlooked  or  neg- 
leded  at  the  treaty  of  Paris,  now 
unhappily  appeared  in  its  molt 
dangerous  a’fped. 

It  could  lcarcely  be  expeded  that 
the  difclofure  of  this  alarming 
event,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  often  predided  by  the  mi¬ 
nority,  fhould  not  have  brought 
out  fame  reproach  upon  the  mi¬ 
ni  Iters*  They  were  accordingly- 
reminded,  with  great  feverity,  of 
their  blindnefs,  obltinacv,  and  ab- 
furdity  upon  that  fubjed.  Of  the 
contempt  with  which  they  had 
treated  every  timely  warning  of 
the  danger,  and  the  exultation  and 
triumph  which  they  conftantly  ex¬ 
preffed,  at  the  folly  and  ignorance 
©f  the  oppofition  in  entertaining 
fuch  ideas.  Spain  could  have  no 
intereft  in  joining  our  enemies : 
Spain  had  colonies  of  her  own, 
and  would  not  fet  fo  bad  an  ex¬ 
ample,  as  to  afford  aid  or  fuccour 
to  our  rebellious  colonies:  Spain 
was  befides  naturally  attached  to 
Great  Britain  ;  and  if  it  were 
otherwife,  fhe  was  not  able  to  en- 
ter  into  a  war.  Even  the  honour, 
fincerity,  and  undoubted  fidelity 
of  the  court  of  Soain,  were  held 
up  as  facred  ;  and  the  venturing  to 
call  them  in  queftion,  by  reafoning 
from  the  effed  to  the  caufe,  and 
lhewing  her  delign  from  her  ap¬ 
parent  preparation,  was  refented 
as  a  high  degree  of  prophanation. 
Such  were  the  language  and  doc¬ 
trines,  they  faid,  conliantly  held 
out,  and  peril  fted  in  to  the  la  ft 
moment  by  the  minifters.  And 
thus  was  parliament  and  the  na¬ 
tion  kept  in  a  conftant  fcate  of  de- 
Iufion,  until  they  were  awakened 
[L]  2  from 
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from  their  dream,  by  the  fudden 
crafii  of  the  mighty  ruin  which 
was  falling  upon  them.  Thefe 
deluftons  feemed  ever  to  increafe, 
as  we  approached  to  the  decifive 
moment  of  their  dete&ion.  And 
thofe  minifters,  who  were  utterly 
incapable  of  governing  the  affairs 
of  their  own  country  with  pro¬ 
priety  or  fafety,  bad  the  matchlefs 
effrontery  of  fetting  themfelves  up 
ss  flatefmen  and  politicians  for  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  of  know¬ 
ing  the  interefts  of  France  and 
Spain,  better  than  they  did  them¬ 
felves. 

But  notwithftanding  the  ftrong 
refle&ions  and  charges  on  the  con- 
dud  of  minifters,  both  Houfes 
were  unanimous  in  their  determi¬ 
nation,  of  fupporting  the  war 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  all  the  powers,  and  all  the 
refources  of  the  nation.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war  with  America, 
and  the  mode  of  applying  the  un¬ 
limited  means  which  were  to  be 
granted,  affording  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion.  , 

The  addrefs  to  the  throne,  in 
anfwer  to  the  royal  meffage  and 
communication,  which  the  minifter 
moved  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  was  accordingly  unani- 
moufly  agreed  to;  and  contained 
the  fulleft  affurance,  that  they 
would,  with  unfnaken  fidelity  and 
refolution,  and  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,  ftand  by  and  fupport  his 
majefty,  in  repelling  all  the  hoflile 
defigns  and  attempts  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  againft  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  rights  and  common 
Interefts  of  his  fuhje&s. 

But  as  foon  as  the  addrefs  was 
agreed  to.  Lord  John  Cavendifli 
moved  for  another,  to  be  prefented 
at  the  fame  time,  praying,  that 


his  majefty  would  give  immediate 
orders,  for  the  collefling  of  his 
fleets  and  armies  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
exert  the  whole  force  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  againft  the  united  force  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  The  fecretary 
at  war  having  then  afked,  whether 
the  words  “  ivbole  force”  were 
intended  to  include  the  force  in 
America  ;  and  being  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative,  he  immediately 
moved  for  an  adjournment. 

It  was  contended  in  fupport  of 
the  motion,  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  fupport  the  American  war,  and 
to  oppofe  France  and  Spain  with 
efreft,  or  even  with  fafety.  That 
the  Britifh  dominions  in  Europe 
were  now  at  flake,  which  necef- 
farily  demanded  our  firft  care  and 
concern  ;  and  that  the  Bridfti  force 
jfhould  therefore  be  in  Europe,  as 
well  for  their  defence,,  as  for  car¬ 
rying  the  dangers  and  calamities  of 
war  home  to  our  enemies.  That 
could  only  afford  a  rational  hope 
of  curing  their  malice  and  in- 
juftice  ;  and  of  compelling  them 
to  renounce  their  ambitious  and 
infidious  deftgns.  That  to  employ 
the  great  body  of  the  force,  and 
to  exhauft  the  refources  of  this, 
kingdom  in  North  America,  would 
be  to  play  the  game  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  to  put  us  in  a  fttuation 
of  a  mere  defenfive  war  ;  in  which, 
befides  the  incredible  charge  of 
fupporting  it,  much  was  to  be  loft: 
and  nothing  gained. 

On  the  other  fide,  befides  the 
reafons  which  we  have  frequently 
feen  for  not  abandoning  America, 
it  was  principally  oppofe d,  as  aa 
invafton  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
in  prefcribing  to  the  king  the  mode 
of  conducing  the  war.  That  even, 
exclusive  of  that  ccmiideration,  the 

open 
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open  council  of  the  nation  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ill  calculated  for  fuch 
difcuflions,  and  for  charging  itfelf 
with  the  executive  conduct  of  the 
ftate,  at  any  time  ;  but  more  par¬ 
ticularly  in  a  war  of  fo  complicated 
a  nature,  and  in  a  feafon  of  fuch 
critical  emergency  as  the  prefen t. 
And  that  at  mod,  whether  the 
council  was  right  or  wrong,  it 
could  only  amount  to  a  recom¬ 
mendation  to  mihifters  to  do  their 
duty  ;  to  do  that,  for  the  due  and 
wife  performance  of  which,  the 
conftitution  had  already  made  them 
refponfible.  It  was  added,  that 
fuppofmg  the  mealure  to  be  the 
wife  ft  that  could  be  adopted,  and 
fuppofmg  it  co  be  even  already 
refolved  on,  it  would  he  extremely 
improper  to  announce  the  deflgn  to 
our  various  enemies,  and  thereby 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  and  baffling  the  effeft. 

The  motion  of  adjourment  was 
carried  on  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  a  156,  to  80.  —  Some  mem¬ 
bers  on  both  fides  expreffed  their 
ftrongeft  wilhes,  that  fome  meafure 
might  be  taken,  in  a  feafon  of  fo 
much  danger,  to  induce  Lord 
Howe  and  Admiral  Keppel  to 
afford  their  fervices  to  the  public. 
A  noble  vrfcount,  in  particular, 
acknowledged  that  private  conft- 
derations  were  mixed  with  his 
public,  in  his  concern  on  that  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  that  without  the  fmaiieft 
difrefpedl  to  the  Officers  now  em¬ 
ployed,  he  could  not  avoid  think¬ 
ing  it  a  great  addition  to  the  fe- 
curitv  of  his  reflates  and  property, 
that  thofe  great  commanders  were 
at  the  head  of  our  fleets. 

.  The  addrefs  in  the  Houfe 

1 ''  ’  of  Lords  met  with  an  op¬ 

position  of  a  different  nature.  A 
*ob.le  earl,  after  immediately  ex- 
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prefling  the  ftrongeft  refen tment 
and  indignation  againft  thofe  mi- 
nifters,  to  whom  he  dire&ly  and 
pofitively  charged  all  the  calamity 
which  had  fallen  upon  the  Britiih 
empire;  and  who,  he  faid,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  were  employed 
in  breaking  down  and  trampling 
upon  the  fences  of  the  conftitution 
at  home,  were,  for  the  completion 
of  the  fame  nefarious  fyftem,  equal¬ 
ly  induftricus  in  fowing  the  feeds 
of  difcord  and  civil  war,  and  of 
fpreading  diftrefs  and  ruin  through 
all  our  dependencies,  until  they  had 
at  length  expofed  us,  enfeebled  and 
worn  down,  to  the  enmity  and 
threatened  deftruftion  of  our  na¬ 
tural  rivals,  and  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies,  moved  a  claufe  by  way  of 
amendment  to  the  addrefs.  This 
claufe,  with  the  bittereft  cenfure 
upon  paft  condudt,  went  to  a  total 
change  of  fyftem  and  of  men,  as 
the  only  means  of  refloring  con¬ 
fidence  and  union,  and  of  prefer- 
vafion  left  for  the  political  ex- 
iftence  of  this  once  great  empire. 

As  the  Duke  of  Richmond  in¬ 
tended  a  motion,  which  being  lefs 
pointed  and  more  general,  was 
hoped  to  meet  with  a  much  greater 
concurrence,  the  noble  earl  was 
intreated  to  withdraw  or  poftpone 
his  amendment ;  he  was,  however, 
inflexible  in  his  determination  of 
abiding  by  his  motion,  if  he  were 
even  lure  of  being  alone  in  its 
fupport.  The  queftion  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  put,  and  the  claufe  re- 
je&ed  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  62,  to  23 . 

The  duke  then,  after  urging 
unanimity,  and  {hewing  its  abfolute 
neceflity  in  the  moft  prefling  terms, 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  purport. — That  in  a  mo¬ 
ment,  fo  critical  as  that  which 
[L]  3  now 
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now  prefents  itfelf  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  parliament,  the  moil 
aweful  this  country  has  ever  ex¬ 
perienced,  it  would  be  deceiving 
his  majedy  and  the  nation,  if,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  lamented 
the  fatal  effeCl  of  thofe  councils, 
which  by  dividing  and  wafting  the 
force  of  the  empire  in  civil  wars, 
had  thereby  incited  our  natural 
enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 
weak  and  didraCied  condition,  they 
were  not  to  reprefen t  to  his  ma- 
jedy,  that  the  only  means  of  re¬ 
filling  the  powerful  combination 
whjch  now  threatened  this  country, 
vyould  be,  by  a  total  change  of  that 
fyftem,  which  had  involved  us  in 
our  prefent  difficulties  in  America, 
in  Ireland,  and  at  home  5  by  fuch 
means,  attended  with  prudent  oe- 
conomy,  and  the  dpe  exertion  of  a 
brave  and  united  people,  they 
traded  that  his  majefty,  under  the 
abidance  of  Divine  Providence, 
would  be  able  to  withftand  all  bis 
enemies,  and  to  reftore  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  its  former  refpeCted  and 
happy  fituation. 

He  fupported  the  motion  with 
his  ufuai  ability.  He  faid,  that 
he  would  not  confider  paft  mif- 
carriages ;  he  would  not  refer  to 
any  former  circumdances,  which 
might  tend  to  create  a  diverdty  of 
opinion.  His  amendment  was 
founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  pub¬ 
lic  union  and  public  drength,  and 
was  intended  to  direCt  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  throne  and  of  the  houfe, 
to  the  real,  and  actually  exiding 
circumdances  of  the  nation,  and 
to  imprefs  the  public  with  a  due 
fenfe  of  th  eir  condition  ;  a  full 
knowledge  of  which,  could  only 
infpire  union,  confidence,  and  vi¬ 
gour  in  exertion.  He  entered  fully 
jand  feparately  into  the  confedera¬ 


tion  of  the  three  principal  objeCty 
of  the  amendment,  America,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  home  defence.  By 
the  home  defence,  he  meant  our 
naval  force  in  the  European  feas. 
He  was  forry  to  find,  that  thirty- 
one  fhips  of  the  line,  com  pa  fed 
the  whole  naval  force  on  which 
this  country  was  to  rely  at  prefent 
for  protection  and  fafety.  At  the 
fame  time  that  he  underfiood,  and 
could  not  doubt  the  authority,  that 
the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  in 
the  European  feas  amounted  to 
about  double  that  number,  all  now 
fit  for  aCtual  fervice.  But  a  pre¬ 
fent  circumftance,  which  alarmed 
him  exceedingly,  was  the  authentic 
intelligence  he  had  received,  that 
a  French  fleet,  confiding  of  28 
fhips  of  the  line,  with  feveral  thou- 
fand  land  forces  on  board,  had 
failed  from  Bred  on  the  3d  of  the 
prefent  June,  and  were  at  that 
moment,  if  they  chofe  it,  maders 
of  the  Britifh  channel.  On  this 
occafion  he  faid,  that  although  he; 
did  not  intend  to  enter  into  any 
retrofpeCtive  matter,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  expreffing  his  utmod 
adonifhment  at  the  conduCt  of  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty;  whe**  - 
ther  it  were  with  refpeCt  to  the  un¬ 
pardonable  negleCt  of  his  duty,  if 
he  did  not  know  that  the  French 
fleet  were  to  fail  about  that  time, 
or  to  his  direCt  criminality,  if  he 
was  apprized  of  that  event,  in  not 
having  the  grand  fleet  in  timely 
readinefs  to  meet  the  French  at 
their  coming  out  to  fea,  indead 
of  thus  abandoning  our  commerce 
and  our  coads  to  their  mercy. 

After  placing  in  a  very  clear 
point  of  view,  the  date  of  oqr 
public  affairs  in  every  quarter,  he 
obferved  that  the  extent  of  the 
r,  in  (lead  of  finking  us  into 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [167 


defpondency  and  defpair, 
ffiould  rouze  us  to  the  utmod  ex¬ 
ertions  of  our  native  courage,  our 
talents,  and  natural  powers,  with 
the  moll  unlimited  application  of 
our  means,  of  whatever  fort.  It 
was  the  duty  of  man  to  druggie 
with  difficulties,  and  to  furmount 
them  by  refolution  and  adlivity  ; 
and  whatever  he  was  bound  to  bear 
or  perform  in  his  individual  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  was  bound  to  bear  or 
perform  as  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Every  man,  he  faid,  was 
called  upon  in  the  prefent  calami¬ 
tous  and  dangerous  fituation,  to 
a  did  by  his  purfe  or  his  perfon. 
Thofe  who  were  qualified  to  fight, 
would  fulfil  their  duty  generoudy 
that  way  ;  thofe  who  could  pay, 
mud  contribute  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country  in  the  manner  they 
were  bed  able.  No  exemption 
Could  be  admitted.  It  was  a  feafon 
of  peculiar  urgency  ;  and  the  means 
of  defence  mud  correfpond  with, 
the  fituation.  Thofe  who  were 
bled  with  affluence  mud  contribute 
largely.  When  the  fafety  of  the 
date  was  at  dake,  all  reafoning 
was  at  an  end. 

But  if  the  means  were  freely  ad- 
minidered,  it  was  equally  necef- 
fary  that  they  fhould  be  wifely 
applied.  Indeed  the  one  can  never 
be  afforded,  to  its  proper  extent, 
any  more  than  effedt,  without  a 
confidence  in  the  other.  To  attain 
that  confidence,  a  total  change  of 
that  fyflem,  to  which  our  prefent 
fituation,  and  all  our  pad  lodes 
and  misfortunes  were  attributed, 
was  abfolutely  and  indifpenfibly 
neceffary.  Without  that,  nothing 
could  be  done.  With  it,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  prodigious  combina¬ 
tion  of  power  leagued  for  our  de- 
flrudlion,  he  had  the  fulled  con¬ 


fidence  in  the  fpiric  and  exertion 
of  a  free  and  united  people. 

His  idea  was,  immediately  to 
abandon  the  American  war,  at 
lead  for  the  prefent ;  and  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  great  military  force, 
which  was  doing  worfe  than  no¬ 
thing  there,  againd  our  enemies. 
If  fuch  a  meafure  was  not  the 
means  of  recovering  America,  it 
could  not  be  the  caufe  of  lodng  it. 
America  was  already  worfe  than 
lod.  It  was  the  drain  of  our  trea- 
fure,  and  of  our  bed  blood  ;  it 
was  the  great  caufe  of  dividon  in 
parliament,  and  in  the  nation.  If 
that  unfortunate  war  was  once 
abandoned,  and  with  it  the  fyflem 
which  gave  it  birth,  and  upon 
which  all  the  councils  from  whence 
we  derive  our  calamities  were 
founded,  we  fhould  again  fee  union 
at  home,  vigorous  and  fuccefsfu! 
exertions  abroad,  the  people  again 
placing  a  full  and  proper  confi¬ 
dence  in  thofe  who  were  entruded 
with  the  conduct  of  public  affairs ; 
and,  he  had  not  a  doubt,  that 
Britain,  as  lire  had  often  been 
before,  would  prove  more  than  a 
match  for  the  whole  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  He  concluded  by  put¬ 
ting  in  a  refervation,  that  when 
he  fhould  be  called  upon  to  pledge 
his  life  and  fortune,  fuch  a  pledge, 
on  his  part,  mud  be  met  with  by 
that  fpecies  of  fecurity,  which  is 
ever  underdood  to  be  the  condition 
of  fo  facred  a  trud.  He  mud 
have  one  grand  ted  of  the  wifdom 
of  future  meafures  ;  and  that  was 
an  immediate  change  of  the  rulinp: 

O  O 

fybem. 

Some  ether  lords  on  the  fame 
fide,  particularly  the  Earl  of  Shel* 
burne,  could  not  confine  their  ideas 
to  a  change  of  fydem  only  \  no 
good,  they  fffid,  could  be  done, 
(Tj  '  without 
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without  a  total  change  of  men,  as 
well  as  of  fyftem.  Thofe  phan¬ 
toms  of  minifters ;  thofe  things, 
they  faid,  who  had  been  tricked 
out  in  that  garb  and  likenefs, 
merely  for  the  purpofes  ol  delu- 
fion,  and  who  had  been  employed 
as  the  fervile  inftruments  of  carry¬ 
ing  that  deftru&ive  fyftem  into 
execution,  mu  ft  be  totally  done 
away.  If  there  was  a  hope,  they 
i aid,  of  everreftoring  this  country, 
in  any  degree,  to  its  priftirie  feli¬ 
city  the  evil  mull  be  traced  to  its 
very  fource.  The  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  naval  department, 
underwent,  upon  this  occafion,  no 
fin  all  degree  of  cenfure  an.d  re¬ 
proach  ;  and  was  not  only  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  principals  in 
that  fyftem  which  was  fo  repro¬ 
bated,  but  was  charged  diredlv, 
and  to  his  face,  with  having  been 
the  means,  through  his  ignorance, 
incapacity,  and  official  negled,  of 
ffrft  inviting  the  French  attack, 
and  then  bringing  on  the  Spanifh 
war. 

That  noble  earl,  undoubtedly, 
from  a  due  attention  to  the  prefent 
ilate  of  circumftances,  did  not 
think  fit  to  interrupt  the  public 
bufmefs,  by  entering  into  any  de¬ 
fence  or  exculpation  of  his  condud. 
Neither  did  the  lords  immediately 
in  adminiftration,  enter  into  any 
farther  dlfcuffion  of  the  arguments 
or  pofitions  ftated  by  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,  than  what  related 
merely  to  the  withdrawing  of  the 
troops  from  North  America.  That 
nieafure,  which  they  confidered  as 
a  total  and  everlalling  derelidion 
of  the  colonies,  they  oppofed  upon 
the  fame  ground  which  we  have 
feen  taken  in  the  lioufe  of  Com- 
:q)jpns,  The  only  new  matter  which 
appeared  upon  this  fubjed,  was 
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the  information  given  by  a  noble 
vifcount,  now  one  of  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  but  lately  Ambaffiador  a£ 
the  Court  of  France.  This  was 
a  fad  which  came  officially,  at  that 
time,  within  his  knowledge ;  viz. 
that  4<  in  one  of  the  private  arti- 
“  cles  of  the  treaty,  figned  in  Fe- 
“  bruary,  1778,  between  France 
“  and  the  Congrefs  delegates,  it  is 
“  fpecially  provided,  that  the  co- 
“  lonies  and  France  fh all  never 
“  agree  to  any  terms,  until  the 
<c  former  are  acknowledged  inde- 
“  pendent  by  Great  Britain.” — > 
This  fecret  article  he  faid  afforded 
the  ground  of  his  diffent,  to  any 
propofttion  for  withdrawing  the 
troops,  as  it  was  evident  from 
thence,  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  America  to  treat  upon 
any  terms  ffiort  of  independence  ; 
and  fuch  a  meafure  could  therefore 
produce  no  effed  in  conciliating 
the  colonies,  or  in  diffolving  the 
combination. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond’s  pro- 
pofed  amendment  was  rejeded  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  57,  to 
32,  lords. 

This  rejedion  brought  out  a  long 
and  argumentative  proteft,  figned 
by  twenty  peers,  being  in  effed 
the  fubftance  of  the  debate,  and 
concluding  with  a  complaint,  of 
the  prefent  fullen  and  unfatisfac- 
tory  filence  of  the  minifters,  with 
refped  to  feveral  fpecific  enquiries  5 
and  declaring,  that  after  doing 
their  utmoft  to  awaken  the  Hcufe 
to  a  better  fenfe  of  things,  they 
take  that  method  of  clearing  them- 
felves  from  the  confequences  which 
muft  refult  from  the  continuance 
of  fuch  meafures. 

The  firft  and  great  meafure  of 
national  defence,  adopted  and  pur^ 
fued  by  the  minifter,  in  oppofitios* 
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to  the  confequences  of  that  dan- 

T  n  gerous  combination,  now 

June  21  .  Cpenjy  avowed  by 

the  court  of  Spain,  was  a  propofal 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for 
increaling  the  militia  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  fhould  double  its  prefent 
number.  Although  the  oppofition 
confidered  the  meafure  as  probably 
impracticable,  and  even  dangerous, 
from  the  apprehenfians  they  had 
of  its  being  violently  oppofed  by 
the  people  at  large  ;  and  that  along 
with  feveral  other  caufes  of  ob¬ 
jection,  they  faw  it  would  go  in 
its  effect  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
regular  or  Handing  army,  in  cut¬ 
ting  off  its  ufual  and  only  means 
of  fupply  from  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice ;  yet,  they  faid,  that  in  a 
feafon  of  fuch  imminent  public 
danger,  they  could  not  oppofe  any 
fcheme,  which  carried  a  rational 
appearance  of  conducing  to  the 
public  fecurity.  They  would  only 
ufe  their  endeavours  to  correct  and 
improve,  but  they  would  by  no 
means  obflruCf,  any  propofals  of 
that  nature.  But  although  they  fo 
far  concurred,  they  were  not  at  ajl 
fatisfied  that  the  meafure  was  well 
or  wifely  chofen  ;  nor  could  they 
think  any  fyflem  of  warfare,  which 
went  merely  to  the  defenfive,  as 
that  did,  could  be  productive  of 
honour  or  advantage  to  the  nation. 
They  thought  the  raifing  of  new 
regiments  would  be  infinitely  bet- 
ier ;  and  they  feverely  reprehended 
the  minifters  for  the  continuance 
of  that  wretched  fyfiern  of  policy, 
which  had  hitherto  led  them  to  re- 
jeCt  with  indifference,  and  even 
with  contempt,  the  liberal  and  pa¬ 
triotic  offers  made  by  feveral  of  the 
peers  in  oppofition,  for  immediately 
raifing  regiments  at  their  private 


expence  for  the  defence  of  their 
country.  But  that  narrow  predi¬ 
lection  in  favour  of  men  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  defeription,  and  particularly 
of  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland, 
was  Hill,  they  faid,  predominant, 
and  would  continue  while  there 
was  any  thing  left  to  beftow,  or  to 
lofe  ;  and  thus  the  Duke  of  Rut¬ 
land,  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and  others 
of  the  oldeft  Englifh  nobility,  and 
fupporters  of  the  throne  and  confti- 
tution,  met  with  indifference  or 
infult,  in  their  generous  offers  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  their 
country.  It  was  bitterly  obferved 
on  this  occafion,  that  all  the  ge¬ 
nerous  and  difinterefted  offers  for 
the  fervice  and  prefervation  of 
their  country,  in  this  feafon  of  the 
greateil  peril  which  fhe  had  ever 
known,  came  from  thofe  only,  who 
were  called  the  leaders  or  partizans 
of  faCtion,  and  who  were  conftantly 
reprefented  as  enemies  to  govern¬ 
ment  ;  whilft  not  one  of  thofe 
who  had  grown  rich  in  her  fpoils, 
or  great  in  her  ruin,  neither  mini- 
lters,  contractors,  court  favourites, 
or  king's  friends ,  had  offered  to 
raife  a  fingle  man,  or  to  expend  a 
fhilling  in  her  defence. 

The  minifter  feemed  rather  un¬ 
determined  and  irrefolute  about  his 
bill,  which  he  acknowledged  to  be 
merely  an  expedient.  He  called 
on  all  Tides  for  affiflance  ;  and  as 
there  was  an  end  of  all  particular 
party  in  this  refpeCt,  the  Houfe 
was  divided  into  as  many  parties 
as  individuals,  each  proposing  to 
add  or  fubtraCt  fomething.  The 
firfl  idea  was,  that  government 
fhould  be  enabled  to  add  31,500 
men  to  the  militia,  or  in  other 
words,  that  it  fhould  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number;  the 

matter 
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matter  being  flill  left  open  anddif- 
cretional,  at  the  option  of. govern¬ 
ment,  whether  any,  and  how  far 
the  augmentation  fhould  take  place. 
Among  a  multitude  of  particular 
opinions,  three  Teemed  more  pre¬ 
valent  and  general.  One,  for 
adopting  die  propofal  as  it  ori¬ 
ginally  flood  ;  the  fecond,  for  a 
mixed  fcheme,  which  with  a  fmal- 
ler  augmentation  of  the  militia, 
propofed  the  railing  of  diflinct  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps;  and  the  third,  were 
-againft  any  augmentation  of  the 
militia,  and  would  truff  to  the  cal¬ 
ling  out  and  arming  of  the  coun¬ 
try  in  cafe  of  necellity,  and  to  the 
fpiril  and  patriotifm  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry  in  raifing  forces,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  offers  which  had 
been  already  made.  Among  the 
variety  of  amendments  propofed, 
that  by  Lord  Beauchamp,  was  the 
only  one  of  any  confequence  that 
was  carried  through.  That  was  a 
claufe  for  the  railing  of  volunteer 
companies,  which  were  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  the  militia  regiments  of 
the  county  or  diitrid  to  which  they 
belonged ;  and  for  this  purpofe, 
the  lord-lieutenants  of  counties, 
were  empowered  to  grant  com- 
miiions  to  officers,  as  high  as  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  men  they 
were  able  to  procure. 

1  The  committee  having 
^  ’  fat  till  pad  midnight  upon 
this  bill,  the  Houle  was  no  fooner 
relumed,  than  they  were  furprized 
by  the  introduction  of  a  bill  of 
another  nature,  bv  the  frit  law 
officer  of  the  crown.  The  purpofe 
of  this  bill  was,  to  take  away,  for 
a  limited  time,  the  legal  exemp¬ 
tions  from  being  preffed  to  ferve 
on  board  the  navy,  which  feveraf 


defcriptions  of  men  and  of  appren* 
tices,  appertaining  to  the  fea,  or 
feme  degree  to  maritime  affairs, 
had  hitherto  enjoyed  ;  and  alfo  for 
fufpencling  the  right  of  fuing  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  for  fueh 
breaches  of  thofe  exemptions,  as 
had  already  taken  place  from  the 
17th  of  that  month,  or  as  might 
dill  take  place,  before  the  final  ra¬ 
tification  of  the  bill. 

It  can  fcarcely  be  imagined, 
however  the  necellity  of  the  time 
induced  an  acquiescence,  that  a 
meafure  of  that  nature  could  have 
paffed  without  cenfure,  and  with¬ 
out  much  and  warm  difeuffion. 
Th  e  manner  of  bringing  it  for¬ 
ward,  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  in  a 
very  thin  houfe,  already  fatigued 
and  worn  down,  by  fitting  fo  many 
hours  to  bulinels,  was  even  more 
reprobated  than  the  meafure.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  it  was 
likened  to  every  thing,  that  was 
mod  odious.  The  oppofition  like- 
wife  condemned  the  meafure  itfelf, 
upon  many  accounts  ;  but  more 
particularly,  for  its  being  a  breach 
of  that  public  faith  between  the 
legiilature  and  the  people,  which 
fhould  ever  be  held  facred. 

The  learned  mover  juftified  thofe 
circum dances  which  were  fo  fe- 
vcrely  condemned,  by  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  they  had  been  defigned 
and  chofen,  for  the  purpofes  of 
fecrecv  and  difpatch  ;  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  effefl  of  the  bill  from  be¬ 
ing  defeated,  by  the  knowledge  of 
its  defign,  which  the  public  prints 
would  have  fpread  through  the 
whole  nation.  He  juftified  the 
meafure  itfelf  upon  the  ground  of 
that  necellity  from  which  it  ori¬ 
ginated  ;  and  obferved  with  his 
ufual  acu^enefs,  that  he  could  not 
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avoid  being  aftonifhed  at  the  horror 
which  was  now  exprefted  with  re- 
fped  to  compulfion,  when  they 
were  but  newly  rifen  from  a  com¬ 
mittee,  wherein  they  had  been  for 
ten  hours  engaged  in  framing  a 
compulfive  law,  whereby  arms 
would  be  forced  into  the  hands  of 
30,000  men,  whether  they  liked 
them  or  not. 

The  oppofition  totally  denied  the 
juftoefs  of  the  obfervation  ;  as  the 
one  cafe,  though  exceedingly  hard, 
was  clear  from  any  injuftice,  whilft 
the  other,  with  equal  hardship, 
carried  the  mod  manifeft  injuftice. 
They  lamented  the  fate  of  their 
country,  which,  being  expofed  to 
the  moll  imminent  danger  from 
without,  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
its  conftitution  torn  to  pieces  with¬ 
in  ;  and  all  thofe  molt  valuable 
parts  of  it,  which  had  hitherto  ex¬ 
cited  the  admiration  or  envy  of 
mankind,  were  now  doing  away  in 
the  grofs,  or  mangled  and  perilling 
in  the  detaij. 

In  fadt  it  is  much  to  be  doubted, 
whether  there  was  any  advantage 
to  be  obtained  by  this  bill,  which 
could  fairly  warrant  feme  of  the 
ftronger  parts  of  it.  The  urgency 
of  the  time,  however,  prevailed 
over  every  other  consideration,  and 
the  indemnity  bill  (as  it  was  called 
from  its  retrofpe&ive  effeft)  wa? 
read  twice  on  that  night,  and  com¬ 
mitted  for  the  following,  or  rather 
the  fame,  day.  And  on  that  day, 
after  a  good  deal  of  debate,  both 
the  indemnity  and  militia  bills, 
were  carried  through  all  the  forms 
and  paffed. 

Both  the  bills  were  combated 
with  great  vigour  and  ability  in 
the  other  Houle,  by  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  and  Some  other 
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of  the  lords  in  oppofition.  It  was, 
however,  to  the  furprize  of  all  par¬ 
ties  and  people,  that  the  militia 
bill  was  found  not  to  meet  with 
that  favour  from  the  lord  prefident 
of  the  council,  and  feveral  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  which  was,  and 
with  good  reafoh,  expe&ed,  from  a 
confederation  of  its  author.  The 
indemnity  bill  was  more  fortunate, 
and  after  feveral  propofed  amend¬ 
ments  which  were  rejected,  and 
one,  in  favour  of  colliers,  which 
proved  effective,  it  was  at  length 
carried,  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  5  1 ,  to  20  lords. 

A  former  divifion  had  taken 
place  upon  a  queition  of  re-com¬ 
mitment,  which  was  loft,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  50,  to  24.  — Fourteen 
peers,  entered  a  proteft  relative  to 
that  queftion  ;  and  another  was  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  laft,  which  was 
Signed  only  by  four  lords. 

In  the  mean  time,  various  pro- 
polals  of  amendment,  modification, 
and  fubftitution,  were  made  with 
refpedt  to  the  militia  bill.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond’s  knowledge 
in  military  affairs,  fupported  by 
his  uncommon  abilities,  gave  him 
a  fuperiority  on  this  fubjedt,  which 
he  difplayed  with  great  effeR. 
Some  of  the  court  lords  even  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  objeRions 
and  arguments,  on  that  fide,  were 
fo  ftrong,  that  they  could  not  be 
anfwered.  Nor  were  the  lord-lieu¬ 
tenants  of  counties,  in  general,  at 
all  fatisfied  with  the  bill. 

In  this  ftate  of 
things,  the  queftion 
being  at  length  put,  whether  the 
claufe  empowering  his  Majefty  to 
order  the  militia  to  be  augmented 
to  double  its  prefent  number,  ftand 
part  of  the  bill,  it  was  carried  in 
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■the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  39, 
to  22. 

It  was  remarkable,  that  the  lord 
president  of  the  council,  and  both 
the  fecretaries  of  Rate,  voted  againft 
the  compulfory  principle  of  this 
Mil.  The  divifton  was  'lingular, 
in  placing  22  lords,  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  whole  oppos'd  on  on  the 
other,  in  lituations  which  they 
rarely  experienced  on  either.  Two 
of  the  right  reverend  bench,  un¬ 
doubtedly  through  their  ignorance 
in  military  affairs,  weie  furprized 
into  a  minority  on  this  occafion. 

Thus  difembowelled  of  all  its 
original  fubftance,  the  ikeleton  of 
the  militia  bill  was  returned  to  the 
Commons,  with  nothing  of  efficacy 
remaining,  except  the  folitary  fup- 
jfteirrental  claufe  added  by  Lord 
Beauchamp  for  the  railing  of  vo¬ 
lunteer  companies.  And  thus  the 
minifter  was  expofed  to  the  bitter 
taunts  of  the  oppofition,  who  ob- 
lerved,  that  that  L pi  lit  of  difunion 
and  difeord,  which  adminiftration 
had  fo  mduftrioufiy  and  fuccefsfully 
fpready  through  every  department 
of  the  ffate,  whether  civil  or  mili¬ 
tary,  and  through  every  part  of  the 
empire,  had  now  feized  the  cabi¬ 
net,  and  was  equally  vilible  among 
themfelves.  The  minifter  could 
not  conceal  his  chagrin,  nor  refrain 
from  complaining  of  the  condufl 
of  his  colleagues  in  the  ether 
Ho  nfe. 

A  new  queftion  now  arofe,  which 
brought  out  confiderable  debate. 
For  the  militia  bill  being  considered 
by  feveral,  as  to  all  intents  and 
purpofes  a  money  bill,  they  infill¬ 
ed,  that  no  amendment  of  the  Lords 
could  be  admitted,  without  a  fur- 
render  of  their  own  moll  valuable 
and  peculiar  privilege  j  and  that 
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therefore,  the  bill  muft  be  totally 
rejected.  The  minifter  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fo  eager,  that  fomething 
fhould  be  done,  that  might  at  leaft 
carry  an  appearance  of  looking  to¬ 
wards  the  public  defence  and  fe- 
curity,  that  it  was  determined,  m 
the  prefent  inftance,  to  overlook 
the  point  of  privilege.  Ingenious 
arguments  were  accordingly  11  fed, 
and  nice  lines  of  diftindlion  drawn* 
to  fhew  that  the  prefent  was  not 
properly  a  money  bill ;  and  thefe 
were  combated,  and  attempted  to 
be  disproved,  with  equal  inge¬ 
nuity.  The  bill  was,  however, 
carried  upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  63,  to  45. 

As  the  repeated  attempts  of  the 
oppofition  in  both  Houfes,  for  ob¬ 
taining  an  add  refs  to  prevent  the 
prorogation  of  parliament,  had 
failed  of  fuccefs,  that  event  now 

took  place.  In  the  foeech  T  ,  , 

i  1  »  1  ,  J  my  3d. 

from  tne  throne,  the  J  D 

moft  cordial  thanks  were  returned, 
for  the  many  great  and  efiential 
Services  they  had  rendered  to  his 
Majefty  and  their  country,  during 
the  courfe  of  their  long  attendance 
in  parliament.  Entire  approbation 
was  expreffed,  to  the  zeal  which, 
they  had  manifefted  in  the  fupport 
of  the  juft  and  neceffary  war,  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  and  of  the 
attention  which  they  had  paid  to 
the  ftate  of  Ireland.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  events  of  war  had 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no 
reafon  to  triumph  on  the  confe- 
quences  of  their  injuflice  and 
breach  of  public  faith  ;  and  it 
was  tr ufted,  that  by  fpirited  and 
profperous  exertions,  that  ambi¬ 
tious  power  might  be  brought  to 
wifh  that  they  had  not,  without 
provocation  or  caufe  of  complaint, 

infulted 
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infulted  the  honour  and  invaded 
the  rights  of  the  crown.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  Spain,  whatever  colour 
might  be  attempted  to  be  put  upon 
the  unjuft  proceeding  of  that 
court,  his  Majefty  was  confcious 
that  he  had  nothing  to  reproach 
himfelf  vith  ;  the  warmeft  acknow¬ 
ledgments  were  made,  for  thofe 
clear  demonftrations  of  loyalty  and 
affeft'o:  o  his  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  which  pari  ment  had  {hewn 

upon  *:hat  occaiion  ;  and  it  was 
* 

corfidered  as  a  happy  on>.  -n  to  the 
fuc~efs  of  his  arms,  that  the  in- 
crea/e  of  difficulties,  ferved  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  conftancy 
of  the  nation.  The  additional  bur¬ 
thens  on  the  people  were  fincerely 
regretted.  And  it  was  faid.,  that 
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fufficient  thanks  could  not  be  paid 
to  the  Commons  for  the  confidence 
they  had  repoftd  in  him,  and  for 
the  chea  fuine ’s  and  public  fpirit, 
wi  h  winch  the  large  fupplies  for 
the  current  yea  had  been  granted. 
It  was  impoftible  to  {peak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  in. 
North  America  without  the  deepeff 
concern  ;  but  they  had  given  (the 
Crown  and  Parliament)  fuch  un- 
queftioriable  proofs  of  their  fincere 
difpofinon  to  put  an  end  to  thofe 
troubles,  that  it  was  ft  id  1  hoped* 
that  the  malignant  deiigns  of  the 
enemies  of  Great- Britain,  could 
not  long  prevail  again  ft  the  evi¬ 
dent  interefts  of  thole  unhappy 
provinces. 
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CHAP.  IX. 

I 

Hofilities  in  the  Eajl  Indies .  Sea-fight  between  Sir  ‘Edward  Vernon  and 
M.  de  Pronjolly.  French  fquadron  abandon  the  coaft  of  Coromandel . 

.  Siege  of  Pondicherry .  Gallant  defence  by  M.  de  Belle  combe .  Capitu¬ 

lation.  State  of  affairs  in  Georgia  and  the  Carolina? s .  Loyalifs  de¬ 
feated  in  North  Carolina.  American  General ,  Lincoln ,  arrives  in  South 
Carolina  to  oppofe  Major  General  Prevof .  Rebels  defeated  at  Briar 
Creek.  General  P  rev  of  pajfes  the  Savannah ,  and  penetrates  into  South 
Carolina  ;  advances  to  Charles  P ‘own  ;  retires.  A  diion  at  Stono  Ferry. 
General  Prevofl  takes  pojfjfon  of  the  if  and  of  Port  Royal.  Expedition 
from  New  York  to  Chefapcak  Bay,  under ■  the  conduct  of  Sir  George  Col¬ 
lier  and  Major  General  Matthew.  Great  damage  done  to  the  Americans 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk.  Expedition  up  the  North 
River',  Stoney  Point  and  Ver planks  taken.  Expedition  to  Connecticut , 
under  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Governor  Fry  on.  Surprize  of  Stoney 

Point  by  General  Wayne.  Recovery  of  that  pof.  Attack  upon  Paulus 
Hook.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclane  befeged  by  an  armed  force  from  Bofcn. 
Relieved  by  Sir  George  Collier ,  who  defroys  the  whole  rebel  marine  in 
the  Penobjcot. 


IT  has  happened  unfortunately 
for  the  repofe  of  a  great  part 
of  man  kin  d,  that  while  the  aCtive 
and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  has  extended  their  com¬ 
merce  and  intercourfe  to  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  the  world,  their 
contentions  have  kept  an  equal 
pace  with  their  difcoveries,  and 
have  been  either  difteminated  a- 
mongft,  or  in  fome  degree  affeCted 
the  remoteft  nations ;  experience 
thereby  overthrowing  all  that  fyf* 
tem  of  general  benefit,  which  a 
fpeculative  philofophy  mightother- 
wife  have  hoped;  from  a  free  and 
eafy  communication  between  all 
the  different  communities  of  men. 
Such  indeed  is  the  nature  of  man, 
that  it  may  be  a  qiieftion  of  no 
fmall  doubt,  whether  the  prOfcrip- 
tive  laws  or  policy  of  China  and 
Japan  again  ft  the  admifiion  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  are  not  founded  in  true 
wildom ;  add  however  fatal  they 


may  be  to  the  progrefs  of  fciencey 
of  arts,  and  of  general  know¬ 
ledge,  whether  they  do  not  lay  a! 
fairer  and  more  permanent  foun¬ 
dation  of  public  fecurity  and  pri¬ 
vate  happinefs,  than  more  liberal 
indications.  It  is  at  any  rate 
clear,  that  the  adoption  of  this? 
policy,  would  have  faved  many 
great  nations  from  unexpected 
ruin,  and  from  general  defoia- 
tion. 

WKilft  the  effefts  of  the  concert: 
between  France  and  England, 
were  gradually  fpreading  thro’  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  old  and  of  the 
new,  weftern  world,  its  rage  was 
fpeedily  communicated,  and  un¬ 
expectedly  broke  out,  in  the  re¬ 
mote  regions  of  the  eaft ;  in  a 
quarter  of  the  globe,  naturally 
and  originally  appertaining,  to' 
the  moft  peaceable,  as  well  as  to 
the  moft  un mixed  and  primitive 
race  of  mankind;  a  race  mors  ab¬ 
horrent 
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horrent  of  blood  and  cruelty  than 
any  other. 

It  feems,  that  the  Englifh  Eaft 
India  company,  well  feeing  the 
confequences  which  the  French 
treaties  with  America,  and  the 
delivery  of  the  refcript  at  the 
court  of  London,  mull  necefiarily 
produce,  did  not  think  it  fitting 
to  regulate  their  policy,  by  that 
temporizing  fvflem  of  conduct, 
which  apparently  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  principals.  They  law 
that  femblance  of  peace  could  not 
long  be  preferved  ;  and  that  no 
intermediate  ftate,  however  co¬ 
loured  or  difguifed,  could  be  kept 
long  free  from  all  the  coafequences 
of  war;  and  they  well  judged, 
that  long  before  any  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  the  eafl  could 
be  received  in  Europe,  thefe  con¬ 
fequences  would  take  fuch  effeft, 
as  to  afford  a  fufficient  cover  and 
fan&ion  to  their  mea fares. 

The  company  had  not  forgot¬ 
ten,  the  imminent  danger  to 
which  her  fettlements,  and  in¬ 
deed  her  exigence  in  India,  had 
only  a  few  years  ago  been  ex- 
pofed ;  when  in  a  feafon  of  pro¬ 
found  peace,  France  had  clan- 
deftinely  conveyed  fo  great  a  mi¬ 
litary  force  to  the  iflands  of  Mau¬ 
ritius  and  Bourbon,  that  lhe 
feemed  to  owe  her  deliverance 
more  to  fortune  or  accident,  than 
to  any  timely  knowledge  (he  had 
of  the  defign.  Such  a  force  might 
foon  again  be  formed  in  thofe 
iflands,  with  the  fame  privacy  as 
before  ;  and  from  the  fhortnefs  of 
the  paffage  to  Pondicherry,  might 
drop  fo  faddenly  and  unexpectedly 
upon  the  ground  of  aftion,  that 
nothing  could  be  hoped  to  refill 
its  pfogrefs. 

Under  fame  or  all  of  thefe  con- 


fiJerations,  the  company  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  hazard  the  fecurity 
of  their  invaluable  pofTeffions,  by 
paying  too  great  an  attention  to 
formalities,  which  carry  no  far¬ 
ther  value,  than  what  their  im¬ 
mediate  interelt  induces  the  re- 
fpeCtive  parties  to  affix  upon  them. 
A  bold  and  decifive  meafare,  for 
the  final  reduction  of  the  French, 
power  in  India,  was  accordingly 
refolved,  immediately  upon,  or 
very  foon  after  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript;'  and  the  bufinefs 
was  conducted  with  fach  laudable, 
but,  for  fuch  a  body,  unufaal  fe- 
crecy,  that  the  fmalleft  idea  of  the 
defign,  until  the  effect  was  pub¬ 
licly  difclofed  by  the  accounts  from 
India,  did  not  tranfpire,  even  in 
this  country. 

The  company  had  alfa  the  for¬ 
tune,  that  the  inftruCtions  were 
conveyed  with  unufaal  expedition 
to  Madrafs ;  and  preparations  were 
accordingly  immediately  made  for 
undertaking  the  fiege  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry.  Major  General  Monroe* 
who  now  commanded  the  com¬ 
pany’s  troops  on  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel,  had  afiembled  part  of 
the  force  deftined  for 
the  fiege,  on  a  fpot  of 
ground  called  the  B.ed 
Hill,  within  four  miles  of  that 
city,  pretty  early  in  the  month  of 
Auguft.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  21  ft  of  that  month,  that 
they  were  in  fufficient  flrength  to 
inveft  that  fortrefs  clofely.  On 
that  day  the  troops  advanced  fo 
near  as  to  take  pofTeffion  of  the 
bound  hedge,  (a  planted  fence, 
which  at  fame  diftance  farrounded 
all  the  works)  within  cannon ,fhot 
of  the  fortifications,  by  which  all 
communication  with  the  country 
was  entirely  cut  off.  Some  farther 

impedi- 
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impediments,  poffibly  arifing  from 
the  climate,  and  from  the  difficulty 
of  finding  means  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  the  artillery  and  fores. 
Hill  retarded  the  progrefs  of  the 
works,  until  the  6th  and  7th  of 
September,  on  which  days  the  be- 
jfiegers  were  enabled  to  break 
ground  both  on  the  north  and  the 
fouth  fides  of  the  town,  under  a 
determination  of  carrying  on  both 
attacks  at  the  fame  time. 

Previous  to  thefe  operations  by 
land.  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  who 
commanded  the  fmall  Britifh  na¬ 
val  force  in  thofe  Teas,  failed  from 
Madrafs  at  the  end  of  July  to 
block  up  Pondicherry.  His  fqua- 
dron  conffted  of  the  Rdppon  of 
60  guns,  the  Coventry  of  28,  the 
Sea  Horfe  of  20,  the  Cormorant 
.{loop,  and  the  Valentine  Eaft  In- 
diaman.  He  had  fcarcely  arrived 
on  his  ftation,  when  he  obtained 
fight  of  the  French  fquadron  un¬ 
der  M.  de  Tronjolly,  confiding  of 
the  Brillante  of  64  guns,  the  Pour- 
voyeufe  of  36  eighteen  pounders, 
the  Sartine  of  32  guns,  and  two 
French  India  flips  armed  for  war. 

*  ,  A  very  clofe  and 

Aug.  10th.  J 

warm  engagement  en¬ 
dued,  which  lafted  above  two 
hours,  when  the  French  thought 
fit  to  quit  the  action.  The  Eng- 
lifh  fnips  had  fullered  alfo  too 
much,  to  continue  long  after  in 
the  fame  fituation  ;  but  were  pre¬ 
paring  during  the  night,  for  the 
fervice  which  they  expected  in  the 
morning.  The  French  had,  how¬ 
ever,  fo  much  the  word  in  this  ac¬ 
tion,  that  they  were  in  no  difpofi- 
tion  at  all  for  its  renewal,  and 
were  accordingly,  at  day-break, 
totally  out  of  fight.  It  appeared 
after,  that  they  had  got  into  Pon¬ 
dicherry  that  night  to  refit  j  whild. 


from  the  contrary  winds,  and  a 
northern  current.  Sir  Edward  was 
not  able  to  recover  his  ftation  un¬ 
til  the  20th  of  the  month,  at  mid¬ 
night.  In  this  time  he  had  been 
joined  by  the  Befborough  India- 
man,  which  fupplied  the  place  of 
the  Valentine,  then  on  her  way  to 
Europe.  Early  in  the  morning,  a 
French  vefTel  from  Europe  and  the 
Mauritius,  fell  in  among  the  Bri- 
tifi  flips,  and  was  taken.  At  the 
fame  time,  they  could  perceive  the 
French  fquadron,  under  an  eafy 
fail,  Handing  out  of  Pondicherry 
road.  An  immediate  engagement 
was  now  expected  and  prepared 
for,  and  nothing  was  left  undone 
by  the  commodore,  in  order  to 
clofe,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  with 
the  enemy ;  but  the  alternate 
failure,  and  contrary  direction  of 
the  winds,  rendered  all  his  efforts 
ineffectual .  As  the  French  com¬ 
mander  had,  however,'  as  great 
apd  intcrefting  an  object  in  view, 
in  keeping  the  town  free  by  ffa, 
as  Sir  Edward  could  have  in  flat¬ 
ting  up  the  port,  he  made  no 
doubt  that  the  aCtion  would  take 
place  on  the  following  morning  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  ana  on  the 
fide  of  the  enemy,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  of  neceffity. 

Under  this  perfuafion,  he  food 
in  for  Pondicherry  road  at  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  night,  where  he  caff  an¬ 
chor,  expecting  the  enemy  would 
have  done  the  fame;  more  efpe- 
cially,  as  their  motions  during  the 
day,  had  not  indicated  any  defign 
of  avoiding  an  engagement.  The 
French  commander,  however,feems 
to  have  confulted  more  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  flips,  than  that  of 
the  town.  He  accordingly,  taking 
advantage  of  the  night,  aban¬ 
doned  Pondicherry,  and  a  gar- 

nfoa 
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rifon  which  deferved  better  for¬ 
tune,  to  their  fate  ;  and  was  fo 
expeditious  in  his  means  of  efcape, 
that  the  French  fquadron  were  to¬ 
tally  out  of  fight  in  the  morning; 
nor  were  they  at  any  time  after 
feen  or  heard  of  on  the  coafi.  In 
three  days  after,  the  Sartine  fri¬ 
gate,  which  had  loft  company  with 
the  fquadron  on  the  night  of  the 
late  action,  being  ignorant  of  the 
prefent  change  of  circumftances, 
had  advanced  fo  far  in  her  way  to 
get  into  Pondicherry,  that  when 
Ihe  difcovered  her  miftake  it  was 
too  late  to  be  remedied,  and  Ihe 
was  accordingly  taken  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  frigates.  Thus  was  Pondi¬ 
cherry  as  clofely  blocked  up  by  fea 
as  by  land. 

This  fuccefs  of  Sir  Edward  Ver¬ 
non  ferved  greatly  to  facilitate  the 
operations  of  the  befiegers,  and 
might  have  feemed  fufficient,  to 
have  fpread  univerfal  difmay  and 
defpondency  among  the  befieged. 

c  n  ,  The  batteries  were  o- 
oept.  1 8th.  ,  ,  , 

r  pened  under  the  pow¬ 

erful  fire  of  28  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  27  mortars.  Not- 
withftanding  the  difmantled  ftate 
in  which  Pondicherry  had  been  re- 
ftored  to  the  French  at  the  eon- 
clufion  of  the  late  war,  the  for¬ 
tifications  feem  to  have  been  in 
no  contemptible  condition  at  this 
time  ;  or  if  they  were  otherwife, 
the  deficiency  of  ftrength  was  am¬ 
ply  fupplied  by  the  gallantry  of 
M.  de  Bellecombe,  (who  was  both 
governor  of  the  town,  and  general 
commandant  of  all  the  French 
fettlements  in  the  Indies)  and  the 
refolution  of  his  brave  garrifon  ; 
who,  nearly  cut  off  as  they  were 
from  every  hope  of  fuccour,  per- 
fevered  to  the  laft  extremity  in  a 
determined  and  noble  defence. 
Vol.  XXII. 


The  artillery  of  the  befiegers, 
however,  foon  o-ained  an  evident 

•  o 

luperiority,  and  they  were  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  carrying  on  their  ap¬ 
proaches  ;  but  the  alertnefs  and 
obftinate  defence  of  the  garrifon, 
rendered  caution  a  matter  of  ne- 
ceftity  ;  and  together  with  the  vio¬ 
lent  rains  that  then  frequently  fell, 
could  not  fail  of  confiderably  re¬ 
tarding  their  works.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  impediments,  mat¬ 
ters  were  fo  far  advanced  towards 
the  middle  of  Oflober,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  an  attack  on  the  body  of  the 
place  practicable.  By  that  time, 
the  befiegers  had,  on  the  fouth 
fide,  pu (lied  a  gallery  into  the 
ditch  of  the  town,  made  a  prac¬ 
ticable  breach  in  the  baftion,  called 
L’Kofpital,  deftroyed  the  faces  of 
the  adjacent  baftions,and  prepared 
a  bridge  of  boats  for  palling  the 
ditch.  Nor  was  the  attack  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  town  in  much 
lefs  forwardnefs.  The  befiegers 
had  there  alfo  deftroyed  the  face 
of  the  oppofite  baftion,  and  had 
conftru&ed  a  float  for  palling  the 
ditch,  which  they  were  to  bring 
into  ufe,  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  fellows  were  palling  it  to  the 
fouth  ward.  Thefe  two  attacks 
were  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
third,  which  was  to  take  place  by 
the  fea  fide  to  the.  northward, 
where  the  enemy  had  a  flockade 
running  into  the  water.  And 
when  the  general  afiault  was  re- 
folved  on,  Sir  Edward  Vernon 
landed  all  his  marines,  and  200 
feamen,  to  fupport  and  invigorate 
the  attacks. 

An  exceeding  heavy  rain,  which 
occafioned  a  great  and  bidden  fvvell 
in  the  water  of  the  ditch,  on  the 
very  day  preceding  the  intended 
Form,  checked  the  defign  for  the 
[M]  prefent, 
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prefent,  and  fortunately  prevented 
a  cruel  and  bloody  encounter. 
The  water  rofe  fo  high  in  the 
ditch  to  the  fouthivard,  as  to  fill 
and  blow  up  the  gallery,  befides 
greatly  damaging  the  boats  be¬ 
longing  to  the  bridge.  But  this 
impediment  was  but  temporary. 
The  damage  was  fpeedily  repaired  ; 
and  the  17th  of  Oilober  fixed  on 
for  making  the  general  affault. 
In  the  mean  time,  M.  de  Belle- 
combe  was  neither  ignorant  of 
the  impracticability  of  longer  de¬ 
fending  the  place,  nor  blind  to 
the  danger  and  total  ruin,  in 

o  _ 

which  an  obftinate  and  unfounded 
perfeverance  would  involve  his 
garrifon  and  the  inhabitants.  He 
accordingly,  on  the  day  preceding 
the  intended  attack,  propofed  a 
capitulation,  which  was  willingly 
agreed  to  by  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders. 

The  conquerors  gave  the  molt 
ample  and  honourable  teftimony 
to  the  gallantry  of  their  enemy  in 
the  terms  of  capitulation.  The 
conditions  were  fuitable  to  the  ge~ 
nerofity  of  thofe  fentiments.  Every 
requifition,  that  did  not  interfere 
with  the  public  benefit  or  fecurity, 
was  liberally  agreed  to.  It  was 
only  on  thofe  accounts,  that  it 
was  determined  to  fend  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  part  of  the  garrifon  home 
to  France,  and  to  diiband  the  iea- 
poys  and  other  native  troops  in  the 
country,  inifead  of  fending  the 
whole  in  a  body  to  the  i lie  of 
France  (or  Mauritius,)  which  was 
propofed.  The  garrifon  were  al¬ 
lowed  all  the  honours  of  war;  and 
as  a  particular  mark  of  attention 
to  M.  de  Bellecombe,  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Pondicherry  were,  at  his 
re  quell,  allowed  to  keep  their  co¬ 
lours. 
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A  numerous  artillery,  amount¬ 
ing  in  the  whole,  of  all  fort-  and 
fizes,  ferviceable  and  unfervice- 
ahle,  to  about  300  pieces,'  became 
a  prize  to  the  conquerors.  All 
public  property  underwent  the 
fame  fate  ;  but  whatever  was  pri¬ 
vate,  was  fecured  to  the  owners. 
The  company’s  troops  employed 
in  this  fiege,  amounted  to  10,500 
men,  of  whom  1500  were  Euro¬ 
peans.  The  garriion  to  near  3000, 
of  which  900  were  Europeans. 
The  comparative  lofs  on  both 
Tides,  was  neither  proportioned  to 
the  number  or  circumftances  of 
thofe  who  were  engaged  ;  if  we 
confider,  as  uiual,  the  cover  of 
the  garrifon  as  being  far  fuperior 
to  that  afforded  by  the  works  of 
the  beiiegers.  The  lofs  of  the 
latter  amounted  to  224  Bain,  and 
693  wounded  ;  and  the  garrifon, 
who  were  not  near  a  third  in 
number,  had  200  men  killed,  and 
480  wounded.  A  circumftance 
which  perhaps  may  be  attributed 
to  the  obftinacy  with  which  their 
comm  ander  difputed  every  part  of 
his  ground. 

Mr.  Law,  who  had  feen  and  un¬ 
dergone  fo  many  changes  of  for¬ 
tune  in  India,  and  who  had  him- 
felf  borne  fo  confiderable  a  fhare 
in  its  former  revolutions,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  capitulation,  and 
again  beheld  the  power  of  his  coun¬ 
try  annihilated  in  that  quarter  of 
the  globe.  It  appears  from  fome 
of  the  terms  propofed  by  the  be- 
feged,  by  which  they  were  de- 
firous  of  including  in  the  prefent 
capitulation,  feveral  French  fac¬ 
tories  and  fettlements  which  had 
already  been  feized  by  the  com¬ 
panies  forces  in  Bengal  and  eife* 
where,  as  alfo  the  crews  of  feveral 
French  veffeis  which  had  been 

taken 
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taken  in  the  Ganges,  as  well  as 
on  the  coaks  of  Coromandel,  that 
hoftilities  had  been  commenced  in 
fome  of  thofe  parts  fo  early  as  the 
firft  of  July.  The  factories  at 
Chandenagor,  at  Yaman,  and  at 
Karical,  with  the  fettlement  at 
Mafulipatam,  are  particularly  fpe- 
ciked  in  thefe  propofed  condi¬ 
tions  ;  and  others  feem  to  be  fup- 
pofed.  This  extenfion  of  the  ca¬ 
pitulation,  to  pail  a£ts,  and  to 
dikant  places,  was,  however, 
deemed  inaamiffibie  by  the  con¬ 
querors. 

We  are  now  to  turn  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  other  fide  of  the  globe  ; 
and  to  relate  the  effects  of  this 
war  in  the  place  of  its  origin. 
The  reduction  of  Georgia  bv  the 
royal  forces,  foon  afforded  fuki- 
cient  caufe  of  alarm,  and  matter 
for  trouble,  to  the  two  Carolina’s. 
The  Loyaliks,  or  in  American 
language  the  Tories,  in  the  back 
parts  of  North  Carolina,  con¬ 
ceiving  hope  and  courage  from 
that  event,  were  fpeedily  in  mo¬ 
tion.  We  have  formerly  feen,  that 
thefe  people  were  numerous  in  the 
back  of  the  fouthern  colonies,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  thofe  we  have  now 
mentioned  ;  and  although  the  lofs 
and  defeat  which  they  had  fuf- 
tained  under  their  leader  Mac¬ 
donald,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  with  other  difappoint- 
ments  and  Ioffes  of  lefs  maptii- 
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tude,  had  confiderably  broken  their 
fpirit,  and  obliged  thofe  who  were 
leak  venturous,  or  who  were  mofl 
attached  to  their  families  and  fet- 
tlements,  to  an  apparent  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  conditions  preferibed  by 
the  vidlors,  yet  neither  fubmifiions 
nor  conventions  were  fufficient  to 
rekrain  the  effects  of  that  invin¬ 
cible  averkon  which  they  bore  to 


their  prefent  governors  and  govern¬ 
ments,  nor  to  prevent  their  watch¬ 
ing  with  the  mofl  eager  attention 
for  any  new  opportunity  that 
might  offer  for  their  again  having 
recourfe  to  arms,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  fhake  off  fo  grievous  a 
yoke. 

The  mofl  hardy  and  defperate 
of  thefe  people,  had  long  been  in 
the  condition  of  outlaws,  and  had 
attached  themfelves  to  the  Indians* 
and  others  of  their  own  deferip- 
tion,in  the  incurfions  on  the  fron¬ 
tiers.  The  nature  and  remotenefs 
of  the  country,  afforded  them  an 
opportunity  of  keeping  up  a  free 
iruercourfe  with  their  old  friends* 
neighbours,  and  fellow  fufferers  in 
the  fame  catife,  who  kill  continuing 
at  home,  had  apparently  fubmitted 
to  the  prefent  government;  This 
circumkance  neceffarily  ferved  to 
nourifh  and  flrengthen  that  dif- 
pofition  and  fpirit  which  we  have 
deferibed.  From  thefe  circum- 
kances,  and  from  the  call  of 
mind  and  of  manners  acquired  by 
their  conkantintercourfe,  whether 
as  friends  or  as  enemies,  with  the 
favages,  they  were  ever  ready  to 
take  up  arms  ;  and  many  of  thofe* 
who  continued  in  the  occupation 
of  their  farms,  and  affumed  the 
character  of  living  peaceably  at 
home,  occafionally  joined  the  par¬ 
ties  which  were  openly  in  arms  on 
the  frontiers,  and  bore  a  fhare  in 
all  che  devakation  they  committed. 

About  700  of  thefe  people  ac¬ 
cordingly  affembled  in  arms,  in 
the  back  part  of  North  Carolina; 
It  does  not  feem  probable  that 
their  hopes.could  have  extended  to 
the  bringing  about  of  a  revolution 
in  that  province  by  any  force  of 
their  own  ;  and  the  dikance,  with 
other  circumkances,  afforded  no 
[M]  z  -  well 
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well  founded  expectation,  that  they 
could  have  received  any  timely 
fupport  for  its  accomplishment. 
Their  alertnefs  and  zeal  were, 
however,  Simulated  into  adlion 
by  the  accounts  of  General  Pre¬ 
volt’s  fuccefs.  But  their  ufuai  ill 
fortune  Hill  ftuck  by  them ;  and 
before  they  were  able  to  do  any 
thing  of  moment,  they  were  at¬ 
tacked  and  entirely  defeated  by 
feme  of  the  neareft  militia,  having 
loll:  near  half  their  number,  in 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken.  About 
300  of  the  remainder,  however, 
found  means  to  make  their  way 
good  in  a  body  to  the  back  part 
of  Georgia;  from  whence  having 
proceeded  to  the  neareft  Britifh 
polls,  they  by  degrees  joined  the 
royal  army.  It  appears  that  the 
loyal  party,  even  in  this  quarter 
where  it  was  ftrongeft,  (being  in  a 
great  meafure  ccmpofed  of  emi¬ 
grants  from  North  Britain,)  was 
infinitely  inferior  to  the  ill- af- 
fedled  ;  and  that  without  the  great 
and  continual  aftiftance  of  the 
royal  army,  the  weil-afFe&ed  in¬ 
habitants,  in  no  part  of  America, 
were  in  a  condition  to  make  head 
again  ft  the  rebels. 

South  Carolina  was  the  great 
and  immediate  objcdl  of  hope 
and  fear.  Its  great  diftance  from 
the  main  army,  and  feene  cf  ac¬ 
tion,  together  with  the  difficulties 
of  the  way,  rendered  relief  How ; 
and  there  were  other  fufiicient  cir- 
cumftances  to  make  it  uncertain. 
Money  is  juftiy  confidered  as  the 
great  finew  of  war  ;  and  its  want, 
neceftarily.  cramped  all  the  mili¬ 
tary  operations  of  the  Americans; 
the  defeft,  however,  increafing, 
in  proportion  to  the  diftance  of 
the  fervi.ee,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  the  expence.  Thole 


who  are  accuftomed  to  the  aid  of 
boundlefs  refources,  are  apt  to 
conceive  no  other  impediment, 
than  what  may  arife  from  the 
counter  operations  of  the  enemy. 
But  a  people  fcarde  of  money,  new 
in  government,  and  confequently 
deftitute  of  thofe  fources  and  efta- 
blilhments,  which  the  induftry 
and. policy  of  ages  have  been  ac¬ 
cumulating  or  forming  in  antient 
ftates,  experience  other  more  in- 
fuperahle  difficulties  than  marching 
or  fighting  in  their  military  ope¬ 
rations.  Under  a  due  corifidera- 
tion  of  thefe  circumftances,  of  the 
mighty  force,  immenfe  wealth, 
and  unbounded  fupply  of  that 
great  power  with  which  they  were 
contending,  together  with  the  vaft 
extent,  the  remote  fervices,  and 
complicated  nature  of  a  war,  car¬ 
ried  on  equally  by  fea  and  by 
land,  on  every  fide  and  on  every 
quarter,  but  ftill  blazing  up  mors 
fiercely  and  ftrongly  in  the  very 
center  of  life  and  aclion,  it  mini 
ever  excite  the  aftonifhment  of 
mankind,  and  perhaps  be  here¬ 
after  confidered  as  an  inexplicable 
paradox,  by  what  means  the  new 
American  colonies  could  have  been 
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able,  for  fo  long  a  time,  to  have 
fuftained,  in  any  manner,  fuch  a 
contention. 

Although  a  detachment  of  Bri- 
tilh  troops  under  Colonel  Camp¬ 
bell,  had  -penetrated  as  far  up  the 
river  as  Augufta,  which  lies  130 
miles  higher  than  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah,  yet  the  length  and  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  communication,  and 
the  danger  to  which  it  was  ex- 
pofed  from  the  vicinity  of  the' 
enemy  in  South  Carolina,  the 
river  being  the  only  boundary  be¬ 
tween  the  two  provinces,  induced 
General  Prevoft,  in  feme  time 
c  after. 
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after,  to  recal  that  party,  and  to 
contrail  his  polls  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  Hudfon’s  Ferry,  at  24 
miles  dillance,  was  the  upper  ex¬ 
tremity  of  that  chain  which  he 
formed  along  the  frontier  from  the 
capital. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Lin¬ 
coln,  with  a  reinforcement  of  con¬ 
tinental  troops,  had  arrived  for 
the  protection  of  South  Carolina, 
and  was  polled  at  Purryfburgh,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  and 
about  20  miles  above  the  town  of 
Savannah;  acircumftance  to  which 
probably  may  be  attributed  the 
meafure  adopted  by  General  Pre- 
voll,  of  collecting  his  force  within 
a  clofer  compafs.  A  body  of  the 
provincial  troops,  and  militia  of 
the  Carolina’s  and  of  Georgia, 
amounting  to  about  2000  men, 
were  higher  up  the  river,  under 
the  command  of  a  General  A  (he; 
and  upon  the  retreat  of  the  de¬ 
tachment  from  Augulla,  were  or¬ 
dered  by  Lincoln  to  leave  their 
baggage  behind,  and  palfing  the 
river  into  Georgia,  to  take  poll 
in  a  very  llrong  fituation  on  Briar 
Creek  ;  intending  thereby  to  cover 
the  upper  part  jof  the  country, 
where  the  difaffeCted  to  the  royal 
caufe,  had,  on  the  departure  of 
the  Britilh  troops,  again  alfumed 
their  wonted  fuperiority. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Prevofl,  who 
was  poded  at  Hudfon’s  Ferry, 
about  13  miles  lower  down  the 
river,  formed  a  defign  of  far- 
prizing  Alhe  in  his  drong  pod  ; 
a  meafure  which  did  not  feem 
very  practicable,  as  Briar’s  Creek, 
which  covered  his  front,  was  for 
feveral  miles  too  deep  to  be 
forded ;  the  Savannah,  and  a 
deep  morafs  covered  his  left,  and 
he  had  200  horfe  to  guard  his 


right.  The  defign  being  ripened 
for  execution.  General  Prevod 
made  fuch  difpofitions  and  move¬ 
ments  on  the  borders  of  the  river, 
between  Savannah  and  Ebenezer, 
as  were  fufficient  to  attraCl  and 
take  up  the  attention  of  General 
Lincoln,  during  its  profecution. 
The  colonel,  in  the  mean  time, 
having  divided  his  force  in  two 
parts,  advanced  one,  with  two 
pieces  of  cannon,  towards  Briar 
Creek,  with  an  apparent  view  of 
attacking  the  enemy,  where  they 
were  invulnerable,  in  front.  The 
other  divifion  of  his  force,  con¬ 
fiding  of  the  fecond  battalion  of 


the  7 id  regiment,  three  compa¬ 
nies  of  grenadiers,  fome  light  in¬ 
fantry  and  horfe,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  about  900  men,  he 
led  himfelf  a  circuitous  march  of 
about  50  miles,  in  order  to  get 
round,  or  to  crofs  Briar  Creek,  and 
thereby  turning  the  right,  to  fall 
unexpectedly  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize 
was  infured  by  the  injudicious  con¬ 
duct  of  the  American  General, 
Afhe,  who,  in  the  moment  of 
peril,  had  detached  his  light  horfe 
upon  fome  unprofitable  expedition, 
and  thereby  laid  himfelf  open  to 
furprize,  and  lefc  the  only  weak 
part  of  his  camp  expofed  and  un¬ 
covered.  The  furprize  was  ac- 
cordingly  as  complete  March  , 
as  could  have  been  ^  J 
wifhed.  The  Ameri-  L  79’ 
cans  were  furprized  in  open  day 
light,  and  received  the  firft  no¬ 
tice  of  danger,  from  the  havock 
which  the  Britifh  troops  made  in 
their  camp.  Whole  regiments  fled 
without  firing  a  fhot,  and  num¬ 
bers  without  even  attempting  to 
lay  hold  of  their  arms.  The  deep 
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marl'll,  and  the  river,  which  fhould 
have  afforded  fecurity,  became  now 
the  inftruments  of  their  detrac¬ 
tion,  Blinded  by  their  flight  and 
terror,  many  were  fwallowed  up 
by  the  one,  and  drowned  in  the 
Other.  Several  of  the  officers, 
with  a  regiment  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina  men,  took  bravely,  however, 
to  their  arms,  and  gained  fome 
honour  by  an  ineffectual  defence. 
The  rebels  loft  feven  pieces  of 
cannon,  almoft  all  their  arms, 
their  ammunition,  and  what  bag¬ 
gage  they  had  been  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  bringing  with  them. 
About  150  men  were  killed,  and 
too  taken,  among  whom  was  Bri¬ 
gadier  General  Elbert,  the  fecond 
in  command,  and  one  of  their 
beft  officers,  befides  fome  others  of 
note.  The  number  loft  in  the 
Savannah  and  the  fwarnp  is  not 
known ;  and  the  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  victors  was  fo  trifling  as 
not  to  deferve  mention.  By  this 
defeat,  the  province  was  again 
cleared  of  the  enemy  ;  and  al¬ 
though  the  general  did  not  think 
it  prudent  to  advance  his  pofts  far 
upwards,  yet  thofe  which  he  re¬ 
tained  were  freed  from  infults,  his 
communications  were  opened  with 
the  back  country,  the  loyalifts, 
both  in  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
Were  encouraged  to  join  the  army, 
and  his  force  being  collected,  was 
ready  to  a£t  upon  any  immediate 
fervtce  which  might  offer. 

Such  continued,  pretty  nearly, 
the  fit  nation  of  the  two  fmali 
hoftile  armies  until  the  latter  end 
of  April.  Separated  by  a  river, 
which  neither  of  them  could  ven¬ 
ture  to  pafs  in  the  face  of  the 
other,  they  were  both  fecure  in 
their  pofts,  and  each  covered  his 
tefpedive  province.  A  movement 


at  that  time  made  by  General  Lin?- 
coin,  prefented,  however,  a  new 
face  of  affairs,  and  opened  a  way 
for  confequences,  which  he  evi¬ 
dently  did  not  apprehend,  and 
which  he  undoubtedly  would  not 
have  hazarded  if  he  had.  In  or¬ 
der  to  protedl  either  a  meeting, 
or  an  election,  of  delegates  for 
the  province  of  Georgia,  which 
was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Au- 
gufta  in  the  beginning  cf  May, 
he  quitted  his  fituation  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river,  which  ef¬ 
fectually'  enabled  him  to  fecure 
Charles  Town,  as  well  as  to  co¬ 
ver  the  province  in  general,  and 
marched  with  the  beft  part  of  his 
army  towards  that  place.  Indeed 
it  did  not  appear  eafy  to  fuppofe, 
that  this  meafure  was  liable  to 
any  dangerous  confequences.  The 
frefhes  were  then  out,  which 
feemed  to  render  the  river  in  it- 
felf  a  fufficient  rampart;  but  the 
deep  fwamps  on  the  other  fide 
feemed  utterly  impafifable  ;  or  if 
thefe  could  even  be  evaded,  the 
general  appearance  of  the  flat 
flooded  country  along  the  coaft, 
every  where  interfered  with  rivers 
and  creeks,  feemed  to  forbid  all 
military  operations  at  that  feafon 
on  that  fide.  But  Lincoln  did 
not  truft  entirely  to  natural  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  he  befides  left,  under 
the  condufl  of  General  Moultrie, 
a  body  eftimated  at  about  1500 
men,  and  compofed  chiefly  of  the 
provincial  militia,  to  guard  the 
paffes  of  the  river  and  fwamps. 

This  movement  infpired  General 
Prevoft  with  an  idea  cf  attempting 
to  penetrate  into  Carolina.  He 
confidered,  that  often  five  opera¬ 
tions  were  neceffary  to  fupport  and 
increafe  the  reputation  ©f  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms  in  that  quarter ;  that  his 

force 
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force  was  already  confiderably  in- 
creaffid  by  the  acceffion  of  loyal i fts 
from  that  province  as  well  as  Geor¬ 
gia,  from  whence  there  was  reafon 
to  hope,  that  his  appearance  in 
the  country  might  induce  great  bo¬ 
dies  of  the  well- affected  to  declare 
in  his  favour;  and,  in  any  cafe,  it 
would  be  the  fure  means  of  oblig- 
ingLincoln  to  abandon  his  defign, 
and  would  at  the  fame  time  afford 
an  opportunity  of  procuring  a  plen¬ 
tiful  fupply  of  provifions,  which 
he  wanted. 

Under  the  influence  of  thefe 
confiderations,  he  paffed  the  river 
in  different  parts  near  the  end  of 
April,  with  a  force,  which,  fo  far 
as  can  be  gathered,  may  be  eftima- 
ted  at  about  3,000  men.  Moul¬ 
trie’s  militia  were  ftruck  with  fuch 
a  panic,  at  feeing  the  Britifh  troops 
travelling  a  country,  and  emerging 
from  fwamps  which  they  deemed 
impaffable,  that  they  made  but  a 
weak  refinance  in  defending  the 
feveral  ftrong  paffes  which  might 
have  effectually  checked  their  pro- 
grefs  ;  and  at  length,  as  the  coun¬ 
try  became  more  practicable,  gave 
way  on  ail  fides,  and  retired  to¬ 
wards  Charles  Town. 

The  facility  with  which  the  ar¬ 
my  had  triumphed  over  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  natural  impediments  of 
the  country,  together  with  the 
feeble  refiftance  of  the  enemy,  fer- 
ved  to  extend  the  views  of  the  ge- 
neral  to  objeCts  of  greater  moment, 
than  thofe  which  had  operated  in 
engaging  him  to  undertake  the  ex¬ 
pedition.  The  loyalifts,  in  the  ea- 
gernefs  of  their  hopes  and  willies, 
which  no  failure  or  difappointment 
could  ever  flacken  or  damp,  failed 
not  to  improve  this  difpofition, 
which  was  fo  favourable  to  them. 
They  affured  the  general,  as  a  mat¬ 


ter  of  undoubted  certainty,  that 
Charles  Town  would  furrender 
without  refillance,  at  his  firft  ap- 
pearance.  The  objeCt  was  fo  im^ 
portant,  and  the  temptation  fo 
great,  that  inclination  and  duty 
mull  have  been  equally  urgent  to 
its  acquifition.  Nor  did  it  feem 
well  in  the  power  of  a  commander, 
in  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequence 
to  the  Hate,  to  have  flighted  the 
information  of  thofe,  who  had  the 
belt  means  of  knowing  bo:h  the 
Hate  of  the  place  and  the  difpofi¬ 
tion  of  the  people  ;  it  would  be  no 
eafy  matter  afterwards  to  fhew  that 
it  deferved  no  credit,  and  that  the 
defign  was  utterly  impracticable. 
General  P revolt,  notwith Handing, 
did  not  think  it  fitting  entirely  to 
rely  upon  his  own  opinion,  and 
therefore  called  all  the  field  officers 
of  his  army  to  confultation  upon 
the  fubjeCt,  who  unanimoufly  con¬ 
curred  in  their  advice  for  his  ad¬ 
vancing  direCtly  to  Charles  Town. 
The  conduCt  of  General  Lincoln 
ferved  greatly  to  ltrengthen  this 
opinion,  who  was  fo  pofitively  per- 
fuaded,  that  General  Prevoft  in¬ 
tended  nothing  more  than  to  forage 
the  country,  that  it  was  not  until 
fome  days  after  the  Britifh.  forces 
had  paffed  the  river,  that  he  could 
be  induced  to  return  to  the  defence 
of  the  capital.  But  when  he  was 
at  length  convinced  of  the  real 
danger  of  that  city,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  detached  a  bodv  of  infantry, 
mounted  on  horfeback,  lor  the 
greater  expedition,  to  its  defence, 
and  collecting  the  militia  of  the 
upper  country,  returned  with  his 
whole  force,  to  aCt  as  circumitances 
might  offer  for  its  relief, 

In  this  fituation  of  things,  the 
Britifh  army  were  fome  days  march 
a-head  of  Lincoln  in  the  way  to 
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Charles  Town,  and  Moultrie’s 
Militia,  and  Polafki’s  Legion,  re¬ 
tiring  from  one  creek  and  river  to 
another  towards  that  place,  as  they 
were  preffed  by  the  former.  So 
many  bridges  and  paffes  could  not 
be  gained  without  fome  {kirmifhes, 
but  the  refinance  was  dill  fo  weak, 
that  they  were  attended  with  no 
circumftances  of  any  confequence  ; 
it  is  however  to  be  obferved^,  that 
as  the-families  and  effects  of  Moul¬ 
trie’s  Militia  lay  pretty  generally 
in  the  line  of  inarch,  thefe  confide- 
rations  touched  them  fo  clofely, 
that  his  force  fufFered  a  conti¬ 
nual  diminution  from  the  outfet, 
which  behdes  the  weaknefs  it  pro¬ 
duced  in  leffening  his  numbers, 
ferved  neceffarily  to  difhearten 
thofe  who  remained. 

■n  *  ,,  At  length  the  Bri- 

J  tilh  army  arrived  at 

Afhley  River,  which  they  paffed, 
a  few  miles  above  Charles  Town, 
and  advancing  along  the  Neck 
formed  by  the  two  rivers  of  Afhiey 
and  Cooper,  took  poll  within  little 
more  than  cannon  (hot  from  the 
works  of  that  city.  A  continued 
fucceifion  of  ikirmifhes  took  place 
on  that  day  and  the  enfuing  night, 
which,  though  neceffarily  attended 
with  lofs  on  both  Tides,  were  of 
no  farther  confequence  to  either. 
On  the  following  morning,  the 
general  fummoned  the  town  to  fur- 
render,  and  held  out  very  flattering 
conditions  to  induce  them  to  a  com¬ 
pliance.  The  negociation  conti¬ 
nued  during  the  day,  and  a  pro¬ 
pos'd  was  made  by  the  city  for  a 
neutrality  for  their  province  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  This 
%  being  rejected  on  the  one  fide,  as 
the  favourable  conditions  propofed 
by  the  general  were  on  the  other, 
the  negociation  was  broken  off  in 


the  evening,  and  every  preparation 
made  by  the  inhabitants  and  garri- 
fon,  for  vigoroufly  repelling  a  ge¬ 
neral  affault  which  was  expedted  to 
take  place  in  the  night. 

But  General  Prevoit,  finding 
himfelf  totally  difappointed  in 
every  hope  that  had  been  held  out 
to  him  relative  to  Charles  Town, 
had  other  objedls  of  ferious  con¬ 
federation  now  before  him.  He 
found  that  no  offers  he  could  make 
were  fufficient  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  afurrender,  and  that  their  coun¬ 
tenance  fhewed  the  fulleft  determi¬ 
nation  of  defence  j  that  their  lines 
were  defended  by  a  numerous  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  flanked  by  their  armed 
fhipping  and  gal  lies ;  and  that  Gen. 
Lincoln,  with  a  force,  at  lead: 
equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  his  own, 
was  fall  approaching.  On  his 
own  fide,  he  had  neither  battering 
artillery,  nor  a  naval  force  to  co¬ 
operate  with  his  land  forces  ;  which 
were  two  articles  fo  indifpenfably 
neceffary  for  carrying  the  place, 
that  their  want  feemed  an  insuper¬ 
able  bar  to  every  hope  of  fuccefs. 
And  if  he  were  repulfed  with  any 
confiderable  lofs,  which  was  much 
to  be  apprehended,  his  fituation, 
involved  as  he  wras,  in  a  labyrinth 
of  rivers  and  creeks,  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  enemy, 
and  his  retreat  continually  impeded 
by  fwamps  and  difficult  paffes, 
feemed  fcarcely  to  admit  of  a  hope, 
that  any  part  of  his  fmali  army 
could  have  been  pre ferved. 

Under  thefe  confiderations,  he 
prudently  decamped  on  that  very 
night,  and  having  previoufly  ta¬ 
ken  care  to  leave  a  proper  guard 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  pafs  at  Afh¬ 
iey  Ferry,  he  had  by  morning  re¬ 
turned  to  the  fouth  fide  of  that  ri¬ 
ver,  without  interruption,  or  the 

know- 
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knowledge  or  fmalleft  fufpicion  of 
the  enemy,  who  had  been  the 
whole  time  Handing  to  their  arms, 
under  the  momentary  apprehenfion 
of  a  furious  attack.  From  thence 
the  army  palled  to  the  iflands  of 
St.  James  and  St.  John,  which  lie 
to  the  fouthward  of  Charles  Town 
Harbour,  and  from  their  cultivati¬ 
on  and  fertility  afforded  good  quar¬ 
ters  and  plenty  of  provilions  for  the 
troops.  Thefe  begin  that  almoft 
continued  fucceffion,  and  fome- 
times  labyrinth  of  iflands,  into 
which,  the  fea  with  its  numerous 
inlets,  and  the  frequent  rivers  and 
creeks,  have  divided  that  low  flat 
country,  which  extends  along  the 
coaft  from  Charles  Town  to  Sa¬ 
vannah  ;  the  channels  by  which 
they  are  interfered,  or  feparated 
from  the  continent,  being  in  fome 
places  very  narrow  and  inconfider- 
able,  are  in  others  fo  great,  as  to 
afford  excellent  harbours  or  roads 
for  fhipping. 

In  thefe  iflands,  the  army  impa¬ 
tiently  expected  thofe  fupplies  of 
ammunition  and  neceffaries  -from 
New  York,  which  they  exceedingly 
wanted.  The  firft  fhips  which  had 
been  difpatched  with  thefe  fup¬ 
plies  had  the  ill  fortune,  of  being 
either  taken,  deftroyed,  or  driven 
back  by  the  enemy.  The  arrival 
of  two  frigates  of  war,  at  length 
removed  the  diftreffes  of  the  troops, 
and  enabled  the  army  to  return  to 
the  fouthward. 

The  objeft  now  with  the  general 
was  to  take  and  hold  poffeftion  of 
the  ill  and  of  Port  Royal  ;  a  mea- 
fure  which  held  out  many  prefent 
and  future  advantages,  among 
which  it  was  not  the  leak,  that  it 
would  afford  good  quarters  and  an 
eligible  fituation  to  the  troops,  du¬ 
ring  the  inienfe  heats  and  the  very 


unhealthy  feafon,  which  were  then 
either  prevailing  or  approaching. 
By  this  means  alfo,  he  would  hold 
a  fure  footing  in  South  Carolina, 
from  which  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  to  move  him,  until 
the  long  expelled  and  wifhed  for  re- 
inforcements  arrived,  which  might 
enable  him  to  proceed  effe&ually 
in  the  reduttion  of  that  colony. 
In  the  mean  time,  no  pofition  could 
be  better  chofen  for  covering  Geor¬ 
gia  on  that  f  de ;  the  excellent  har¬ 
bour  of  Port  Royal,  was  the  belt 
ftation  in  that  quarter  for  the  royal 
flipping,  and  its  vicinity  to  the 
town  of  Savannah,  with  the  open, 
communication  between  both  pla¬ 
ces,  ferved  all  together  to  render  is 
a  poll  of  great  importance. 

While  the  greater  part  of  the  ar¬ 
my  were  engaged  in  the  operations 
of  moving  from  one  ifland  to  ano¬ 
ther,  and  of  eftablilhing  the  diffe¬ 
rent  pofts  which  it  was  thought  ne- 
cellary  to  occupy  during  the  lickl y 
feafon.  General  Lincoln  thought 
it  a  proper  opportunity  to  attack 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maitland,  who 
was  ftrongly  polled  at  the  pafs  of 
Stono  Ferry,  which  feems  to  be 
on  the  inlet  between  the  continent 
and  the  illand  of  St.  John.  The 
Colonel’s  force  confided  of  the  ftrft 
battalion  of  the  7 1  ft,  and  one  Ref¬ 
ill  an,  together  with  the  Carolina 
refugees  ;  the  two  battalions  being 
fo  weak  and  reduced,  that  his 
w'hole  number  is  faid  to  have 
amounted  only  to  about  800  men. 
The  poll,  however,  befidesits  natu¬ 
ral  advantages,  was  well  covered 
with  redoubts,  an  abbatis,  and  artil¬ 
lery.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  force  is  repreieiited  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  5,000  men,  and  eight  pieces 
cf  cannon. 

They 
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I  They  made  the  at- 

II  ‘  tack  with  great  fpirit, 
and  fopported  it  for  about  an  hour ; 
but  were  received  with  fuch  a  coun-  . 
tenance,  and  fuch  cooinefs  and 
jfirmnefs,  and  fo  much  galled  by 
the  lire  of  an  armed  flat,  which 
covered  the  left  flank  of  the  poft, 
that  they  were  then  obliged  to  re¬ 
tire  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
aflailants  attribute  their  retreat  to 
the  ftrengih  of  the  redoubts,  which 
their  light  field  pieces  were  totally 
incapable  of  making  any  impref- 
lion  on,  and  to  a  ftrong  reinforce¬ 
ment,  which  arrived  from  the 
ifland  of  St.  John,  during  the  ac¬ 
tion,  to  the  fupport  of  the  poll. 
The  royal  forces  loft  fome  officers 
as  well  as  men  ;  and  above  a  hun¬ 
dred  of  both  were  wounded.  The 
Americans  loft  (brae  officers  of 
name  ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
that  their  lofs  in  general  was  con- 
fiderably  greater.  The  army  met 
with  no  obftruftion  in  its  move¬ 
ment  to  Port  Royal  ;  and  the  fea- 
fon  put  an  end  to  all  operations  on 
either  fide  in  that  quarter. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  concerted  with  Sir 
George  Collier,  who  now  com¬ 
manded  the  marine  at  New  York, 
an  expedition  to  the  Chefapeak, 
and  a  .delcent  upon  Virginia,  as 
meafures,  which  more  than  any 
other  that  could  be  undertaken, 
would  contribute  to  the  embar- 
laftment  and  diftrefs  of  the 
enemy. 

A  i'ufficibnt  naval  and  land  force 
for  the  intended  purpofes,  was 
accordingly  difpatched  from  New 
York,  under  the  canid  oft  of  Sir 
Geo.  Collier,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Ma¬ 
thew.  The  fleet  having  fuccefs- 
fully  palled  between  the  Capes  of 
Virginia,  the  Raifonable  man  of 
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war,  with  fome  armed  tenders 
were  left  in  Hampton  Road,  to 
block  up  that  port,  and  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  navigation  of  the  River 
James;  whilft  Sir  George  Collier, 
having  fhifted  his  pendant  to  a 
frigate,  proceeded  with  the  fmaller 
fhips  of  war  and  tranfports  up  Eli¬ 
sabeth  River.  The  town  of  Portf- 
mouth  being  their  immediate  ob¬ 
ject.  and  the  fleet  delayed  by  fome 
circumftances  of  wind  or  tide  in 
its  paflage,  the  general  and  troops, 
impatient  of  delay,  and  apprehen- 
five  that  the  enemy  might  have 
time  either  to  ftrengthen  their 

works  or  receive  fuc-  ,,,  t 
*  ,  3  May  10th. 

cours,  were  landed  at  J 

fome  d  ift  a  nee,  and  marched  di¬ 
rectly  towards  that  place. 

The  town  was  open  and  defence- 
lefs,  but  the  paflage  to  it  by  water 
was  covered  by  Fort  Nelfon,  which 
had  been  conftrufted  at  about  half 
a  mile's  diftance  for  that  purpofe. 
But  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  know¬ 
ing  that  no  fuccour  was  at  hand, 
and  that  the  fort  was  incapable  of 
any  effectual  defence,  to  avoid  be¬ 
ing  furrouhded  and  made  prifoners, 
abandoned  it  at  the  approach  of 
the  army,  who  of  courle  took  pof- 
feftion  both  of  that  and  the  town. 


The  town,  or  remains,  of  Norfolk, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river, 
fell  likewife  into  their  hands. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  fleet 
and  army,  the  enemy  burned  fe- 
veral  of  the  veflels  in  thefe  ports, 
among  which  were  two  large 
French  (hips,  loaded  with  a  thou- 
fand  hogiheads  of  tobacco  ;  the 
celerity  of  the  invaders  having, 
however,  checked  the  deftr uftion 
pretty  early,  feveral  others  were 
laved,  and  fell  accordingly  into 
their  hands. 
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The  general  puttied  on  detach¬ 
ments  to  take  poffeflion  of  two 
ftrong  pofls  feveral  miles  in  front, 
which  from  the  nature  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  ferved  to  cover  the  approaches 
to  his  camp  from  any  fudden  at¬ 
tempt  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Britiih  guards  having 
marched  eighteen  miles  by  night 
to  the  town  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
Nanfemond  river,  arrived  there  at 
day-break.  They  found  the  place 
had  been  haftily  abandoned  at  their 
approach  ;  and  they  immediately 
proceeded  to  the  deftrudtion  of  a 
very  large  magazine  of  provifions, 
together  with  the  veffels  and  naval 
ilores  which  thev  found  there.  A 
fimilar  deftru&ion  was  carried  on 
at  Kempe’s  landing.  Shepherd’s, 
Gofport,  Tanner’s  creek,  and  other 
places  in  that  quarter  ;  nor  were 
the  frigates  and  armed  veffels  lefs 
aflive  or  fuccefsful  in  their  fervice, 
on  the  rivers,  and  in  the  near  parts 
of  the  bay. 

Within  a  fortnight,  that  the 
fleet  and  army  continued  upon  the 
coaft,  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the 
Americans  was  prodigious.  Se¬ 
veral  thoufand  barrels  of  pork, 
with  other  provifions  in  proportion, 
which  had  been  prepared  for  Watt- 
ington’s  army,  and  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  of  ftores,  were  deilroyed  at 
Suffolk  and  Shepherd’s.  In  other 
places  thefe  articles  were  brought 
off.  Above  130  ttips  and  veffels 
of  all  forts,  were  deilroyed  or  ta¬ 
ken.  Of  thefe,  17  prizes  were 
brought  away  ;  among  thofe  de¬ 
ftroyed  or  taken,  were  fome  priva¬ 
teers,  and  veffels  of  force.  All 
thofe  upon  the  flocks  were  burned  ; 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  naval 
ilores  brought  off ;  and  every  thing 
relative  to  the  building  or  fitting 
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of  ttips,  that  was  not  conveniently 
portable,  deilroyed. 

The  commanders  received  from 
the  loyalifts,  according  to  their 
ufual  cuilorn,  fuch  flattering  ac¬ 
counts  and  pofitive  affurances,  of 
the  general  difpofition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  colony  to  return  to  the 
obedience  of  their  fovereign,  and 
their  impatience  to  fee  the  royal 
llandard  eredled  amongft  them, 
that  Sir  George  Collier  could  not 
avoid  reprefenting  the  matter  in 
his  letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  in 
the  full  view  in  which  it  appeared 
to  himlelf.  If  it  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  thought  fitting  to  adopt  the 
meafure  in  its  full  extent,  he 
ffrongly  urged  the  great  advantages 
which  would  accrue  from  fending 
them  fuch  reinforcements,  as  would 
enable  them  to  hold  a  footing  in 
the  country,  by  converting  Portf- 
mouth  into  a  place  of  arms,  and 
rendering  it  thereby  a  fure  afylum 
for  ttipping  ;  purpofes,  which  from 
its  fituation,  it  feemed  well  calcu¬ 
lated  for  anfvvering,  and  which 
would  have  totally  dedroyed  the 
trade  of  the  Chefapeak.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  a  place  removed 
from  fuccour,  and  in  a  manner 
furrounded  with  the  greateft  forces 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  evident  that 
Sir  Henry  Ciinton  favv  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  in  a  very  different  light,  from 
that  in  which  they  were  viewed  by 
Sir  George  Collier.  He  fent  an 
order  for  their  immediate  return. 
The  fleet  and  army,  with  their 
prizes  and  booty,  (having  iirft  de- 
molitted  Fort  Nell'on,  and  fet  fire 
to  the  {lore  -  houfes  and  all  the 
other  buildings  in  the  dock-yard 
at  Gofport),  arrived  fafe  at  New 
York  before  the  expiration  of  the 
month, 

A  3 
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An  expedition  which  General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  upon  the 
point  of  undertaking  up  the  North 
River,  probably  contributed  to  the 
more  Speedy  recall  of  the  forces 
from  the  Virginia  adventure.  The 
enemy  had  for  forne  time  been 
engaged,  and  at  great  labour  and 
expence,  in  conflrufling  very  drong 
works,  at  the  two  important  pods 
of  Verplanks  Neck,  and  Stoney 
Point,  in  the  Highlands.  Thefe 
pods,  which  are  on  nearly  oppofite 
points  of  land,  the  fird  being  on 
the  Ead,  and  the  other  on  the 
Wed  fide  of  the  North  river,  were 
of  the  utmod  importance  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  communication  open  be¬ 
tween  the  Eadern  and  Wedern 
colonies,  the  great  pafs  called 
King’s  Ferry  lying  diredlly  be¬ 
tween  them.  As  thefe  works  were 
nearly  completed,  but  not  yet  de¬ 
fensible,  the  general  thought  it 
the  proper  feafon  to  avail  himfelf 
of  the  indudry  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 
Waihington,  who  lay  with  his 
army  at  Middle  Brook  in  Jerfcy, 
was  at  too  great  a  didance  to  in¬ 
terrupt  the  execution  of  thedefign  ; 
nor  could  his  efforts  at  any  rate 
have  extended  to  the  eadern  fide 
of  the  river.  We  have  already 
had  occafion  to  fee  the  prodigious 
advantage,  which  the  naval  com¬ 
mand  of  that  great  river  and  boun¬ 
dary  afforded  to  an  army,  in  any 
Engle  or  double  Scheme  of  opera¬ 
tion  on  either  fide. 

The  troops  dedin ed  for  this  fer- 
yice,  under  the  command  of  Ma¬ 
jor  General  Vaughan,  were  only 

.  newly  embarked,  when 
May  30th.  ,  •  •  .  ,  ’  , 

J  J  they  were  joined  oy  the 

force  returned  from  the  Chefapeak, 

and  prpceeded  all  together  up  the 

North,  River;  the  navai  depart- 
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ment  being  under  the  conduct  of 
Sir  George  Collier.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning.  General  Vaughan, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  army, 
landed  on  the  Ead  dde  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  about  eight  miles  Short  of 
Verplanks  ;  whild  the  remainder, 
under  the  conduct  of  General  Pat- 
tifon,  and  accompanied  by  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  advancing  farther 
up,  landed  within  three  miles  of 
Stoney  Point.  Upon  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Ships,  the  enemy  im¬ 
mediately  abandoned  their  works; 
but  took  care  to  fet  dre  to  a  large 
block-houfe.  Upon  the  approach 
of  the  troops  to  take  poffeffion  of 
Stoney  Point  ;  they,  however, 
made  feme  drew  of  refidance,  by 
drawing  up  on  the  hills ;  but  they 
did  not  venture  to  abide  the 
conflict. 

The  Americans  had  finished  a 
fmall,  but  drong  and  complete 
work,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  which  they  called  Fort  la 
Fayette;  this  was  defended  by 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  Small 
garrifon  of  between  70  and  80 
men.  But  this  little  redoubt, 
though  drong  in  itfelf,  was  effec- 
tually  commanded  by  Stoney  Point, 
which  lies  at  about  a  thoufand 
yards  didance  on  the  oppofite 
Shore  ;  and  it  being  exceedingly 
difficult  of  approach  from  its  own 
fide,  at  lead  for  the  conveyance  of 
artillery,  the  attack  was  accord¬ 
ingly  intended  from  the  other. 
For  this  purpofe.  General  Pattifon, 
with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour, 
and  the  mod  indefatigable  perfe- 
verance  during  the  night,  over¬ 
came  the  difficulties  of  dragging 
the  heavy  artillery,  from  a  very 
bad  landing  place  up  a  deep  pre¬ 
cipice,  to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and 
his  exertions  and  arrangements 

were 
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were  fo  effectual  and  judicious, 
that  by  five  on  the  following  morn¬ 
ing,  he  had  opened  a  battery  of 
cannon,  and  another  of  mortars, 
on  the  fummit  of  the  difficult  rocks 
of  'Stoney  Point,  which  poured  a 
itorrn  of  fire  over  on  Fort  la 
Fayette. 

The  attack  was  fupported  by 
Sir  George  Collier,  who  advanced 
with  the  gallies  and  gun  -  boats 
within  reach  of  the  fort.  The 
cannonade  was  continued  on  all 
Tides  during  the  day;  and  as  foon 
as  it  was  dark,  Sir  George  ordered 
two  of  the  gallies  to  pafs  the  fort, 
and  anchor  above  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  efcape  of  the  garrifon 
by  water.  In  the  mean  time,  Ge¬ 
neral  Vaughan  with  his  divifion, 
having  made  a  long  circuit  through 
the  hills,  was  at  length  arrived, 
and  had  clofely  inverted  the  fort 
on  the  land  fide.  The  garrifon 
feeing  that  all  pofiibility  of  efcape 
was  now  cut  off,  and  that  their 
fire  was  totally  overpowered  and 
loll  in  the  magnitude  of  that  which 
they  received,  furrendered  their 
little  fortrefs  on  the  following 
morning,  and  themfelves  prifoners 
of  war,  without  any  other  ftipu- 
lation  than  that  of  humane  treat¬ 
ment.  The  boldnefs  of  their  de¬ 
fence  certainly  merited  lome  praife, 
although  we  do  not  know  that  it 
was  paid  on  either  fide. 

The  general  gave  immediate 
direction  for  finifhing  and  com¬ 
pleting  the  works  of  both  ports, 
and  for  putting  Stoney  Point  in 
particular,  in  the  ftrongeft  ftate  of 
defence.  And  for  their  better 
fupport  and  protection,  as  well  as 
with  a  view  to  the  further  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  campaign,  encamped 
his  army  at  Philipfburg,  lomething 
about  half  wav  down  the  river  to 

4 


New  York  Ifland  ;  which  he  like- 
wife  rendered  a  poll  of  fome  im¬ 
portance,  by  throwing  up  works, 
in  order  for  the  eftablifhment  and 
prefervation  of  a  free  communi¬ 
cation  in  future.  By  the  lofs  of 
thefe  ports,  the  rebels  in  the  Jer- 
feys  were  under  a  necertity  of 
making  a  detour  of  above  ninety 
miles  through  the  mountains,  to 
communicate  with  the  countries 
Eart  of  Hudfon’s  River. 

The  ftate  of  the  hoftile  armies 
on  both  fiaes  with  refpeCt  to  aCbual 
force,  together  with  the  want  of 
money,  and  the  paucity  of  mili¬ 
tary  provifion  on  one,  necefiarily 
limited  the  views  of  the  oppofite 
commanders,  and  prevented  their 
undertaking  any  decifive  or  exten- 
five  operations.  They  were  each 
in  a  ftrong  ftate  of  defence,  and 
neither  had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of 
force,  as  could  compel  his  adver- 
fary  to  relinquifh  the  advantages 
of  his  fttuation.  Warfhi ngton  was 
befides  in  expectation  of  foreign 
aid  ;  and  it  would  have  been  little 
confident  with  his  ufual  chara&er 
of  caution  and  judgment,  to  have 
run  the  hazard  by  any  previous 
attempt,  or  hafty  meafure,  of 
weakening  his  natural  ftrength  in 
fuch  a  degree,  as  might  render 
him  incapable  of  profiting  by  the 
affiftance  of  his  ally,  and  the  Ame¬ 
rican  arms  and  force,  of  courfe 
contemptible  in  his  eyes.  The 
campaign  was  accordingly  languid, 
and  its  operations  confined  to  the 
furprize  of  ports,  and  to  defultory 
excurfions  ;  to  the  laft  of  which, 
the  Americans  were  now,  as  at  all 
times,  exceedingly  expofed,  and 
upon  no  footing  of  equality  with 
their  enemy. 

The  numberlefs  fmall  cruizers, 
whale-boats  and  other  craft  of 
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that  nature,  from  the  Connecticut 
coafts,  which  infefted  the  found, 
lyi  ng  between  that  colony  and 
Long  Ifland,  were  fo  watchful  and 
conftant  in  their  depredations,  and 
their  fituation  afforded  them  fuch 
opportunities,  that  they  had  nearly 
destroyed  the  trade  to  and  from 
New  York  on  that  fide,  to  the  very 
great  difcommodity  and  diftrefs  of 
that  city,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet 
and  army.  Upon  this  account. 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
Sir  George  Collier,  determined  on 
a  courfe  of  defultory  invaiions 
along  that  coaft,  with  a  view  of 
curing  the  evil,  by  catting  oiT  the 
means  of  depredation  in  the  de- 
ilrudion  of  their  piratical  craft, 
and  fo  far  as  it  could  be  done,  of 
their  other  vefTels  and  materials  for 
building. 

Governor  Tryon,  who  was  like- 
wife  a  general  officer,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  conduct  of  the  land  fer- 
vice  in  this  expedition  ;  his  force 
amounted  to  about  2,6co  men, 
and  he  was  feconded  by  Brigadier 
General  Garth,  an  officer  of  clif- 
uifhed  merit  and  ac- 

_ y.  The  fleet  having- 

arrived  at  New  haven,  the  forces 
were  landed,  and  took  pofleffion 
of  that  town,  and  of  a  battery 
that  covered  the  harbour,  without 
any  great  lofs,  although  they  met 
with  every  impediment  in  their 
power,  and  no  fmall  fhare  of  ir¬ 
regular  refinance  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  and  neighbouring  militia. 
The  fort,  and  every  thing  for 
naval  or  military  p-urpofes,  were 
deftroyed.  The  town  was  fpared, 
although  fir  ft  doomed  to  d  eftr  no¬ 
tion ,  owing  to  feme  meafures  ob- 
ferved  by  the  militia,  in  not  mo- 
lefting  the  troops  on  their  retreat. 

The  fleet  departed  from  New- 
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haven  to  Fairfield,  where  the  troops 
were  again  landed,  and  again  op- 
pofed.  Here  the  town  was  fet  on 
Are,  and  every  thing  of  value  con- 
fumed.  The  fame  meafure  was 
repeated  in  the  fubfequent  and 
concluding  expedition  to  Norwalk; 
where  the  militia  being  more  nu¬ 
merous,  and  the  rcftftance  greater, 
than  in  the  former  places,  both 
that  town,  and  the  fmall  one  of 
Greenfield,  were  totally  deftroyed. 
The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  this  laft  act  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  very  great.  Beftdes  that 
of  their  houfes,  and  effects,  a  con- 
flderable  number  cf  fhips,  either 
finifhed  or  on  the  flocks,  with  a 
ftill  greater  of  whale  boats  and 
fmall  craft,  with  flores  and  mer¬ 
chandize  to  a  large  amount,  were 
all  deftroyed. 

Whether  it  was,  that  this  courfe 
of  deftrudtion  was  contrary  to  the 
intention  and  approbation  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  or  from  whatever, 
other  caufe  it  proceeded,  it  was 
fuddenly  flopped  in  its  career,  by 
an  order  from  that  general 
for  the  immediate  return  of 
the  troops.  The  lofs  fuftained  by 
the  royal  forces  was  very  trifling, 
confidering  the  oppofition  they  met 
with  ;  the  whole  number,  in  flain, 
wounded,  and  miffing,  being  un¬ 
der  150,  of  which,  not  above  a 
feventh  were  killed  on  the  fpot. 

The  fires  and  deftrudion  which 
marked  this  expedition,  were  at¬ 
tributed  to  different  caufes.  Partly 
to  the  refentment  excited  by  the 
rebels,  in  their  firing  from  the 
tops  and  windows  of  their  houfes; 
partly  to  the  zeal  of  the  loyal 
American  refugees,  who  were  im¬ 
placable  in  the  refentment  which 
they  bore  to  their  countrymen  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  who  from 
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that  fpirit,  along  with  their  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
were  particularly  necefl'ary  in  thefe 
enterprizes ;  and,  as  it  was  laid, 
in  fome  inftances  to  military  ne- 
ceflity,  the  burning  of  the  houfes 
ferving  to  malk  the  retreat  of  the 
troops.  Major  General  Tryon, 
however,  juibfied  the  meafure,  in 
his  letter  to  the  general,  upon  the 
fair  principles  of  policy  ;  and  faid, 
he  fhould  be  very  forry,  if  it  was 
thought  lefs  reconcileable  with 
humanity,  than  with  the  love  of 
his  country,  duty  to  the  king,  and 
the  law  of  arms,  to  which  America 
had  been  led  to  make  the  awful 
appeal.  That  the  ulurpers  had 
profelfedly  placed  their  hopes  of 
levering  the  empire,  in  avoiding 
decifive  actions,  upon  the  walle  of 
the  Bntifh  treafure,  and  theefcape 
of  their  own  property,  during  the 
protrading  of  the  war.  That 
their  power  was  fupported  by  the 
general  dread  of  their  tyranny, 
and  the  arts  pradiced  to  infpire  a 
credulous  multitude  with  a  pre- 
fumptuous  confidence  in  the  for¬ 
bearance  of  the  royal  forces.  And, 
that  he  wifhed  to  deted  this  delu- 
fion,  and,  if  pofiible,  without 
injury  to  the  loyalifts. 

Whatever  force  or  juftice  there 
might  be  in  thefe  arguments,  the 
meafure  of  burning  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  country  leemed  an  im¬ 
proper  accompanyment,  to  an  ad- 
drcfs  of  invitation  which  was  cir¬ 
culated  among  the  inhabitants, 
urging  them  to  return  to  their 
duty  and  allegiance.  Mr.  Tryon, 
however,  regrets  in  his  letter,  the 
burning  of  their  places  of  worihip  ; 
but  jultly  obferves,  the  great  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  afiigning  any  fixed  limits 
to  a  conflagration,  where  the 
buildings  are  clofe,  and  the  houfes 
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compofed  of  fuch  very  combufti- 
ble  materials  as  boards  and  fhingles. 
This  expedition  afforded  abundant 
matter,  for  the  renewal  and  in- 
creafe  of  that  loud  clamour,  which 
the  Americans  had  fo  long  raifed, 
and  fo  widely  extended,  relative 
to  the  cruel,  and  unheard-of 
manner,  in  which,  they  pretend¬ 
ed,  that  the  war  was  conducted 
on  the  royal  fide.  Nor  did  it 
feem  to  produce  any  great  effect 
with  refpedt  to7  its  immediate  ob¬ 
ject,  of  checking  the  depredations 
of  the  American  cruizers  ;  for  fo 
bold  and  numerous  were  they, 
that  in  a  very  few  days  after,  two 
of  the  royal  floops  of  war  were 
taken  by  them. 

The  furprize  of  Verplanks  and 
Stoney  Point,  drew  Wafhington 
and  his  army  from  the  Jerfeys,  to 
the  high,  ilrong,  and  mountainous 
country,  above  thofe  polls,  and  on 
both  fides  of  the  North  river* 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  ob- 
jedl  was,  to  draw  him  down,  if 
pofiible,  from  thefe  faftnefies  into 
the  flat  country,  and  thereby  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  in 
that  fort  of  o-round,  which  would 
have  been  adapted  to  the  exertion 
of  thofe  peculiar  advantages,  and 
that  decided  l'uperiority,  which 
the  royal  army  poffefied.  This 
was  among  the  motives  which  led 
to  the  Conne£licut  expedition  ; 
and  others  of  lefs  note,  were  un¬ 
dertaken  «pon  the  fame  principle. 
It  was,  however,  a  matter  of  r.o 
fmall  difficulty  to  lead  Wafhington 
into  fuch  an  error ;  nor  could  any 
art  in  the  laying  or  covering  of 
the  defign,  afford  more  than  a 
very  doubtful  profpedl  of  its 
l'uccefs. 

Whillt  the  hoflile  armies  were 
thus  watching  each  others  motions 
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with  the  moil  unremitted  atten¬ 
tion,  an  enterprize  of  fpirit,  and 
eclat,  was  undertaken  on  the 
American  fide,  and  fuccefsfully 
carried  into  execution  by  General 
Wayne.  As  no  indudry  had 
been  wanting  in  compieating  or 
repairing  the  works  at  Stoney 
Point,  which  the  length  of  pof- 
feffion  would  admit  of,  that  poll 
was  now  in  a  very  drong  date  of 
defence ;  and  was  garriioned  by 
tho  17th  regiment  of  foot,  the 
grenadier  companies  of  the  7 ill, 
a  company  of  loyal  Americans, 
and  fome  artillery;  the  whole  be¬ 
ing  under  the  command  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Colonel  Johnfon.  The 
garrifon  in  the  oppofite  poll  at 
Verplanks  Neck,  was  under  the 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Webder ;  and  was  at  lead  equal 
in  force  to  that  at  Stoney  Point. 

General  Wayne  was  appointed 
to  the  difficult  talk  of  furprizing 
and  reducing  Stoney  Point ;  for 
which  he  was  provided  with  a 
firong  detachment  of  the  mod 
a£tive  infantry  in  the  American 
army.  Thefe  troops  having  fet 
out  from  Sandy  Reach 
about  noon,  had  a 
march  of  about  fourteen  miles  to 
furmount,  over  high  mountains, 
through  deep  moraffes,  difficult 
defiles,  and  roads  exceedingly  bad 
and  narrow,  fo  that  they  could 
only  move  in  fingle  files  during 
the  greated  part  of  the  way.  About 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the 
van  arrived  within  a  .mile  and  a 
half  of  their  objeft,  where  they 
halted,  and  the  troops  were  formed 
into,  two  columns,  fad  as  they 
came  up.  While  they  were  in  this 
pofition,  Wayne,  with  mod  of  his 
principal  officers,  went  to  recon¬ 


noitre  the  works,  and  to  obferVe 
the  fituation  of  the  garrifon. 

It  was  fomething  not  unworthy 
of  obfervation,  that  the  bayonet, 
which  had  been  fo  often  fatally 
employed  againd  the  Americans  in 
fimilar  cafes,  was  the  only  weapon 
which  they  ufed  in  this  attack. 
It  was  near  midnight  before  the 
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two  columns  approached  the  place ; 
that  on  the  right,  confiding  of 
Febiger  and  Meig’s  regiments, 
was  led  by  General  Wayne  ;  the 
van,  confiding  of  iqo  picked  men, 
led  by  the  mod  adventurous  offi¬ 
cers,  and  commanded  by  Lieute- 
nant  Colonel  Fleury,  advanced  to 
the  attack,  with  unloaded  mufkets 
and  fixed  bayonets  ;  they  being 
preceded  by  an  avant-guard,  con¬ 
fiding  of  an  officer  of  the  mod 
didinguiflied  courage,  accompanied 
by  twenty  of  the  mod  defperate 
private  men,  who,  among  other 
offices,  were  particularly  intended 
to  remove  the  abbatis,  and  other 
obdruftions,  which  lay  in  the  way 
of  the  fucceeding  troops.  The 
column  on  the  left,  was  led  by  a 
fimilar  chofen  van,  with  unloaded 
mufkets  and  fixed  bayonets,  under 
the  command  of  a  Major  Steward  % 
and  that  was  alfo  preceded  by  a 
fimilar  forlorn  hope.  The  general 
iffiued  the  mod  pointed  orders  to 
both  columns,  (which  they  feem 
driftly  to  have  adhered  to)  not  to 
fire  a  fhot  on  any  account,  but  to 
place  their  whole  reliance  on  the 
bavonet. 

j 

The  two  attacks  feem  to  have 
been  direfted  to  oppofite  points  of 
the  works;  vvhiift  a  detachment 
under  a  Major  Murfree  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  garrifon,  by  a 
feint  in  their  front.  They  found 
the  approaches  more  difficult,  than 

even 
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€ven  their  knowledge  of  the  place 
had  induced  them  to  expedl  ;  the 
Works  being  coveted  by  a  deep 
inorafs*  and  which  at  this  time 
was  alfo  overflowed  by  the  tide. 
The  Americans  fay,  that  neither 
the  deep  morafs,  the  formidable 
and  double  rows  of  abbatis,  or  the 
ftrong  works  in  front  and  flank, 
could  damp  the  ardour  of  their 
troops ;  who,  in  the  free  of  a 
moll  inceflant  and  tremenduous  fire 
of  mufquetry,  and  of  cannon 
loaded  with  grape  fhot,  forced 
their  way  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet  through  every  obflacle,  until 
the  van  of  each  column  met  in 
the  center  of  the  works,  where 
they  arrived  at  nearly  the  fame 
i  nil  ant. 

General  Wayne  was  wounded  in 
the  head  by  a  mulket  ball,  as  he 
palled  the  lad  abbatis ;  but  was 
gallantly  fupported,  and  helped 
through  the  works,  bv  his  two 
brave  Aid  de  Camps,  Fifh bourn 
and  Archer,  to  whom  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  utmoft  gratitude  in  his 
public  letter.  Colonel  Fieury, 
who  we  may  perceive  by  his  name 
to  be  a  French  officer,  had  the 
honour  of  ftriking  the  Britifh 
ilandard  with  his  own  hand.  Ma¬ 
jor*  Steward,  and  feveral  other 
officers,  received  great  praife  ;  as 
did  in  particular  the  two  Lieute¬ 
nants,  Gibbons  and  Knox,  one  of 
whom  led  the  forlorn  hope  on  the 
right,  as  the  other  did  on  the  left; 
and  who  had  both  the  fortune  to 
elcape  unhurt,  although  the  firft 
loft  feventeen  men  out  of  twenty  in 
the  attack. 

There  is  fcarcelv  any  thing  in  the 
tranfaclions  of  war,  which  affords 
more  room  for  furprize,  and  feems 
lefs  to  be  accounted  for,  than  the 
prodigious  difparity  between  the 
Vol.  XXII. 
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numbers  flain  in  thofe  different  ac¬ 
tions, which  feem  othervvife  limilarq 
or  greatly  to  correfpond,  in  their 
principal  circumftances,  nature  and 
magnitude;  Nothing  could  well 
be  fuppofed,  from  its  nature  and 
circumftances  more  bloody,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  numbers  engaged, 
than  this  aclion  ;  and  yet  the  lofs 
on  both  fides  was  exceedingly  mo¬ 
derate.  The  fate  of  Captain  Tew 
of  the  17th  regiment,  who  fell  in 
this  asflion,  being  rather  Angular 
and  unfortunate,  was  accordingly 
regretted.  He  had  been  left  for 
dead  on  the  field  in  the  laft  war  j 
and  perhaps  no  other  officer  in  Eu¬ 
rope  had  furvived  fo  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  wounds,  as  he  had  receiv¬ 
ed  in  the  courfe  of  his  fervice. 
Promotion  had  been  long  promifed 
and  expeTed  ;  but  through  She 
want  of  any  particular  intereft  to 
fupport  that  claim,  which  his  long 
fervices,  merit,  and  particular  fuf- 
ferings,  feemed,  indeed,  to  ren¬ 
der  unneceflary,  he  finifhed  his 
military  career  at  the  head  only  of 
a  company. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  the  Americans,  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  this  enterprise,  and  the 
vigour  and  fpirit  with  which  it  was 
conduced.  It  muft,  indeed,  be 
acknowledged,  that,  confidered  in 
all  its  parts  and  difficulties,  it 
would  have  done  honour  to  the 
moft  veteran  foldiers.  Walhing- 
ton,  the  Con greis,  the  General 
Affembly,  and  the  Supreme  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Council  of  Penfyivania, 
feemed  emulous  in  their  acknow¬ 
ledgments,  and  in  the  praises 
which  they  bellowed  upon  General 
Wayne,  his  officers,  and  troops. 
In  thefe  they  particularly  applaud 
the  humanity  and  clemency  finewn 
to  the  vanquilhed,  when,  (they 
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fay)  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  fli- 
mn fated  by  refeVitment  from  the 
remembrance  of  a  former  m  a  fia¬ 
cre,  they  would  have  been  j utti - 
fled  in  putting  the  whole  garrifon 
to  the  fword.  Nor  were  real  or 
honorary  rewards  to  the  officers 
forgotten.  The  total  number  of 
prifoners  amounted  to  543,  and 
the  (lain  of  the  garrifon,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  American  account,  to 
63  ;  which  taken  together  do  not 
differ  very  widely  from  the  imper¬ 
fect  return  fent  in  a  hurry  by 
Colonel  Johnfon  ;  taking  it  for 
granted,  (as  was  undoubtedly  the 
cafe)  that  thofe  whom  he  reckons 
as  miffing,  are  included  in  either 
part  of  the  calculation.  The  tro¬ 
phies,  artillery,  and  (lores,  were 
rot,  in  re fpeci:  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  poll,  inconfiderable. 

As  boon  as'Stoney  Point  'wa*?  ta¬ 
ken,  the  ari Her y  was  directly  turn¬ 
ed  againft  Verplanks,  and  a  furi¬ 
ous  cannonade  enfued,  which  ne- 
ceffarily  obliged  the  (hipping  at  tbs 
latter  place  to  cut -their  cables,  and 
fall  down  the  river.  The  news  of 
this  dilafler,  and  of  Webber’s  fltu- 
ation,  who  alfo  expected  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack  on  the  land  fide,  no 
fob  her  reached  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
than  he  took  the  mob  fpeedy  mea- 
fures  for  the  immediate  relief  of 
the  one  pod,  and  the  recovery  of 
the  other.  The  whole  Britifh  laud 
and  naval  force  was  accordingly  in 
motion.  The  general,  with  the 
main  army,  advanced  to  Dodd’s 
Ferry  ;  the  cavalry,  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  light  infantry,  puflied 
forwards  to  the  banks  of  the  Cro¬ 
ton  river,  in  order  to  awe  the 
enemy  on  that  fide,  in  their  at¬ 
tempts  by  land  againft  Wplanks ; 
and  Sir  George  Collier,  with  the 
frigates,  armed  veffels,  and  trail - 


fports  of  the  fleet,  having  Briga¬ 
dier  General  Sterling,  with  three 
regiments  on  board,  proceeded  up 
the  river. 

But  however  great  the  impor¬ 
tance  or  value  of  Stoney  Point, 
Wafliington  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  hazard  a  general  engage¬ 
ment  on  its  account ;  more  efpeci- 
ai!y  in  a  lunation,  where  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  river  would  afford 
fuch  decifive  advantages  to  his 

O 

enemy  in  the  difpofition,  and  fud- 
den  movement  of  their  troops, 
whether  with  refpecl  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  point  of  a&ion,  or  to  the  feiz- 
ing  of  the  paffes,  and  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  his  army,  as  might 
probably  be  attended  with  the  moll 
fatal  confequences.  He  informs 
the  Congrefs  in  his  letter,  that  it 
had  been  previously  determined  ip 
council  not  to  attempt  keeping 
that  pod,  and  that  nothing  more 
was  originally  intended,  than  the 
defiruflion  of  the  works,  and  the 
bringing  off  the  artillery  and  Acres. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  regained  the 
poll,  after  it  had  been  three  days 
in  the  poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  and 
placed  a  llrong  garrifon  in  it. 

A  few  repetitions  of  fuch  fuc- 
cefs,  would  have  rendered  the 
Americans  fo  daring  and  ad- 
venturous,  that  the  advanced  polls 
on  the  royal  fide,  muft  have  been 
kept  in  a  conkant  Hate  of  alarm 

x 

and  danger.  But  Fortune  was  not 
always  in  the  fame  humour  ;  nor 
could  they  often  find  officers  or 
men,  who  were  capable  of  afling 
with  fuch  vigour  and  fpirit,  as 
thofe  who  had  fucceeded  in  the 
florm  of  Stonev  Point.  On  , 
the  very  night  that  Briga- 
diet  Sterling  had  taken  poffeffion 
of  that  poll,  an  ep  ter  prize  fuffici- 
ently  daring  in  the  defigri,  and  ex¬ 
tremely 
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tremelyweil  condu&ed  in  theoutfet, 
but  which  failed  wretchedly  in  the 
execution,  was  undertaken  againft 
Paulus  Hook,  which  lies  almoft  op- 
pofite  to  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  Jerfey  fide.  It  feems  that  the 
ftrength  of  the  polt,  had  induced 
fuch  a  remiffnefs  on  tlie  fide  of  the 
garrifon,  that  the  enemy  com¬ 
pletely  furprized  the  place  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  car¬ 
ried  a  blockhoufe  and  two  redoubts 
almoft  without  any  refinance.  In 
that  critical  moment  of  exigency. 
Major  Sutherland,  the  commander, 
threw  himfelf  haftily,  with  forty 
Hefiians,  into  another  redoubt, 
from  which  they  kept  fo  warm  and 
inceffant  a  fire,  that  the  Americans 
fcandaloufly  deferted  their  new 
polls,  with  as  much  expedition, 
and  as  little  difficulty,  as  they  had 
been  attained  ;  thus,  by  a  retreat 
as  difgraceful,  as  the  attempt  had 
been  apparently  bold  and  well 
conducted,  they  abandoned  a  con- 
queft  already  evidently  in  their 
hands,  without  having  had  cou¬ 
rage  even  to  foike  the  artillery, 
or  to  fet  fire  to  the  barracks.  The 
commandant  had  the  fortune  to 
redeem  his  character,  by  the  gal¬ 
lantry  with  which  he  retrieved  the 
confequenpes  of  his  negligence. 

But  at  the  heel  of  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  intelligence  of  an  alarming 
nature  was  received  from  the  east¬ 
ward,  which  fuddenly  called  Sir 
George  Collier,  with  the  greater 
part  of  his  naval  force,  away  from 
New  York.  This  neceffity  origi¬ 
nated  from  an  expedition  under¬ 
taken  in  the  fummer  from  Haili- 
fax  by  Colonel  Macleane,  with  a 
view  of  cuablilhing  a  {bong  poll 
on  the  river  Penobfcot,  in  the  ea- 
ftern  confines  of  New  England, 
where  that  colony  borders  on  Nova 


Scotia,  and  arnidft  thofe  new  and 
weak  fettlements,  which  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  people  have  eftablifhed 
in  that  quarter  fince  the  laid  war, 
and  formed  into  a  county  under 
the  name  of  Lincoln.  The  force 
with  which  he  arrived  in  the  Pe¬ 
nobfcot  about  the  middle  of  June, 
confifted  of  a  detachment  of  450 
rank  and  file  of  the  74th  regiment, 
and  200  of  tfie  8zd;  which  were 
convoyed  by  three  (loops  of  war. 
Here  Colonel  Macleane  began  to 
conftruft  a  fort,  in  a  fituation  per¬ 
fectly  well  chofen  for  annoying  the 
enemy. 

This  tranfa&ion  occafioned  an 
unufual  alarm  at  Bolton,  and  the 
molt  vigorous  meafures  were  adop¬ 
ted  by  that  government  to  prevent 
its  completion.  Orders  were  im¬ 
mediately  given  for  an  expedition 
to  the  Penobfcot ;  and  in  order  to 
fecure  armed  veffels  and  tranfports, 
as  well  as  failors,  an  embargo  of 
forty  days  was  laid  on  all  their 
(hipping.  As  a  further  encou¬ 
ragement,  the  Hate  gave  up  its 
(hare  in  all  prizes  that  were  taken 
to  the  captors.  A  very  confider- 
able  naval  armament,  (for  fo  new 
a  Hate)  under  the  conduct  of  Com¬ 
modore  Saltonftall,  was  according¬ 
ly  fitted  out  with  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pedition  ;  and  a  body  of  troops 
embarked  under  the  conduCl  of  a 
General  Level. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  works  of 
the  new  fort,  notwithstanding  that 
the  utmoft  diligence  was  ufed 
in  their  conftruClion,  were  yet  fo 
far  from  being  finifhed,  as  to  af¬ 
ford  but  very  imperfetl  means  of 
defence,  againft  any  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  force.  Colonel  Macleane 
had,  however,  the  fortune  to  re¬ 
ceive  intelligence  of  the  armament 
preparing  at  Boflon,  a  few  days 
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before  its  arrival ;  upon  which, 
he  immediately  changed  his  plan 
of  operation  ;  and  in ltead  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  farther  in  the  condruddion 
of  works,  which  there  could  be  no 
time  for  completing,  applied  him- 
felf  with  the  greateft  affiduity,  to 
the  putting  of  the  pod  in  the  bed 
prefent  date  of  defence,  which  its 
fituation,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
notice,  could  admit.  In  this,  as 
in  every  thing  el  fe,  he  received  the 
mod  cordial  and  efficacious  fupport 
and  afliftance  from  the  officers  and 
crews  of  the  three  royal  frigates  in 
the  river,  who  committed  them- 
felves  with  the  greated  chearful- 
nefs  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  garri- 
fon. 

it  .i  At  length,  the  hof- 
JUJ)  2S  *  tile  and  dreaded  fleet, 
to  the  amount  of  37  fail,  appear¬ 
ed  in  fight  ;  and  foon  after,  their 
armed  veffels  began  to  cannonade 
the  fhips  of  war,  and  a  battery  of 
four  twelve  pounders,  which  had 
been  thrown  up  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  for  their  proteddion.  It  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  works  of  the  fort 
Were  commenced  about  the  middle 
of  a  fmall  peninfuia,  the  wedern 
point  of  which  run  pretty  deeply 
into  the  river  ;  and  the  whole,  fo 
far  as  we  can  judge,  forming  a 
fort  of  hook,  within  which  was 
included  a  little  bay  or  harbour, 
wherein  the  frigates  were  dationed. 
The  commander  had  the  precau¬ 
tion  to  intrench  the  idhmus  or 
neck,  which  joined  the  peninfuia 
to  the  continent,  by  which  he  was 
fecured  on  the  back.  The  weak 
fide  of  the  peninfuia  lay  to  the  har¬ 
bour,  the  entrance  to  which  was, 
as  we  have  feen,  defended  by  the 
frigates,  and  the  four  gun  battery; 
and  the  oppcfite  fide,  feems  not  to 
have  admitted  of  a  landing.  From 
& 


this  fituation,  the  only  feafible 
means  the  enemy  poffeffed  for  ap¬ 
proaching  the  fort,  was  by  effedd- 
ing  a  landing  on  the  wed  point  ; 
and  even  there,  the  ground  was 
naturally  fo  drong  and  difficult, 
as  to  afford  no  fmall  room  for  hope 
to  the  commander,  that  he  fhould 
be  able  to  protracl  their  operations 
for  feme  confiderable  time,  which 
was  the  great  objedd  he  had  in 
view,  as  holding  out  the  profpedl 
of  expedded  relief. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  fo 
well  returned,  that  their  fhips 
found  it  neceffary  to  retire  ;  upon 
which  their  fleet  anchored  off  the 
wed  end  of  the  peninfuia.  They 
renewed  the  attack  upon  the  {hip¬ 
ping  on  the  following  day;  but 
being  again  repulfed  as  be¬ 
fore,  they  feemed,  for  the  pre¬ 
fent,  to  give  up  all  hope  of  fuc- 
ceeding  on  that  fide.  They  made 
feveral  attempts  to  land,  both  on 
the  fird  night,  and  after,  in  which 
they  were  alfo  con  dandy  repulfed 
by  the  piquets,  who  were  advan- 
tageoufly  poded  on  the  point  for 
their  reception.  To  the  great  fur- 
prize,  however,  and  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  commander  and  garri- 
fon,  they  made  good  their  land¬ 
ing  under  a  violent  cannonade,  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th,  and 
obliged  the  piquets  to  retire  to  the 
fort. 

The  attention  of  the  comman¬ 
der,  his  officers  and  garrifon,  were 
now  neceflarily  confined  to  the 
drengthening  and  defence  of  their 
works  ;  operations  in  which  they 
Were  equally  indefatigable  and  fuc- 
cefsful.  On  the  third  day 
after  their  landing,  the 
enemy  opened  a  battery  at  about 
750  yards  diftance  ;  and  in  a  few 
days  after,  another  fomewhat  nea¬ 
rer  ; 
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rer;  but  although  the  cannonade 
from  both  was  very  bri Ik.  and  well 
fupported,  the  works  were  carried 
on  in  the  fort  with  the  fame  fpirit 
and  induflry  as  before.  Thus  the 
bcfieged  exhibited  the  lingular 
phenomenon,  of  acquiring  a  daily 
accefiion  of  internal  llrength  and 
fecurity,  under  the  immediate  af- 
laults  of  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  having  eredled  a  battery  on 
an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  the  frigates  and  (hipping 
thought  it  neceffary,  upon  a  con¬ 
futation  between  the  land  and  na¬ 
val  force,  to  retire  farther  within 
the  bay  or  creek  ;  and  having  alfo 
landed  guns  to  cover  their  own 
battery,  the  commander  was  there¬ 
by  enabled  to  withdraw  the  four 
twelve  pounders  for  the  defence  of 
the  fort.  For  about  a  fortnight 
the  cannonade  was  fupported  with 
great  fpirit  on  both  fides ;  at  the 
end  of  which  time,  the  commander 
received  intelligence  from  a  de- 
ferter,  that  a  general  dorm  was 
fixed  upon,  it  being  intended  to 
attack  the  (hips  and  the  fort  at  the 
dime  inflarit.  Upon  this  informa¬ 
tion,  he  immediately  threw  up  a 
fmall  work,  covered  with  light 
artillery,  at  about  i^o  yards  dif- 
tance,  in  the  front  of  the  fort;  thus 
adding  a  further  fecurity  and  cover 
to  the  body  of  the  place. 

Whillt  the  commanders,  garri- 
fcn,  and  feamen  were  in  impatient 
expectation  of  the  attack,  and 
without  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion 
as  to  the  event,  an  unufual  quiet 
being  obferved  on  the  enemy’s 
fide,  very  early  in  the 
morning,  it  induced 
a  clofer  infpedion,  in  confequence 
of  which  it  was  foon,  to  their  inex- 
preifible  adorufhment,  difeovered. 


Aug.  14th 


that  the  rebels  had  totally  abando¬ 
ned  their  camp  and  works  in  the 
night,  and  had  re-embarked  both 
their  forces  and  artillery.  Nor 
were  they  left  long  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  caufe  of  this  myfterious 
event  ;  for  while  they  were  endea¬ 
vouring  t©  profit  in  fome  degree  of 
the  confufion  which  they  (aw  in 
the  enemy’s  fleet.  Sir  George  Col¬ 
lier,  with  his  fquadron,  appeared 
full  to  their  view  in  the  river. 

That  commander  had  failed  from 
Sandy  Hook,  in  the  Raifonable 
man  of  war,  on  the  3d  of  Auguil, 
and  arrived  in  the  Penobfcot,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  Greyhound, 
Blonde,  Virginia,  Camilla,  and 
Galatea  frigates.  The  Americans 
at  fir  ft  feemed  to  make  fome  ffievv 
of  intended  refinance,  by  drawing 
up  in  a  crefcent  agrofs  the  river, 
as  if  they  determined  to  difpute 
the  paffige.  But  their  refaction, 
foon  failed,  and  a  moll  ignomini¬ 
ous  flight  took  place.  Perhaps 
they  intended  no  more  by  that 
fiiew  of  refinance,  than  to  afford 
time  for  the  tranfports  to  make 
fome  way  up  the  river,  and  to  gain 
thereby  an  opportunity  of  landing 
the  troops.  However  that  was,  a 
general  chace,  and  unrefifted  de- 
firudtion  took  place  ;  in  both  of 
which  the  three  (loops  of  war, 
which  had  been  f&  long  cooped  up 
with  the  garrifon,  now  took  an  ea¬ 
ger  part.  The  fugitives  them- 
f elves,  finding  there  was  no  poflN 
bility  of  efcape,  fhortened  the  bu- 
finefs,  by  fetting  fire  to,  and  blow  - 
ing  up  their  own  veffds.  No  de- 
flrudtion  could  be  more  complete, 
for  nothing  efcaped.  One  frigate 
of  20  guns,  and  another  of  18, 
were,  however,  taken. 

Few  fingle  towns  have  ever  ex¬ 
perienced  fuch  a  blow  to  their  ma- 
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line,  as  Bodon  now  differed.  The 
Warren-,  a  fine  new  frigate,  of  32 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders, 
with  five  others,  from  2©  to  24 
guns,  one  of  16,  and  one  of  18, 
were  all  blown  up.  Six  armed 
brigs  or  floops,  from  14  to  16  guns 
each,  with  one  of  12,  met  the 
fame  fate.  The  whole  number  of 
armed  veflels  dedroyed  or  taken, 
including  two,  which  the  fquadron 
took  on  their  p adage,  amounting 
to  nineteen.  A  force,  little,  if  at 
all  inferior,  whether  with  refpefl 
to  fhips  or  guns,  to  the  navy  royal 
of  England,  for  feveral  years  after 
the  acceflion  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Twenty-four  fail  of  tranfports 
were  likewife  dedroyed,  and  fome 
jVrovifion  veflels  taken.  As  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  defpicable  than 
the  condudl  of  S^ltonflall,  fo  no  man 
co'u]d  be  more  execrated  than  he 
was  by  his  countrymen.  It  is  even 


faid,  that  the  indignation  and 
rage  of  the  land  forces  rofe  fo 
high  upon  the  common  difgrafee 
which  they  were  obliged  to  (hare 

j  o 

in,  that  they  could  not  refrain 
from  coming  to  blows  with  the  fea- 
men,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fubfe- 
auent  return  bv  land,  [t  mud:, 

x  j  7 

however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Americans  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  the  royal  fquadron,  in 
an  open  and  regular  lea  fight,  and 
that  the  fuperior  force  and  weight 
of  metal  of  the  Raifonable,  afford¬ 
ed  fufHcient  ca'ufe  of  terror  to  fri¬ 
gates.  But  the  panes,  windings, 
and  {hallows  of  the  river,  might 
have  ferved  much  to  le fieri  that  lu- 
periority  ;  and  at  any  rate;  except¬ 
ing  the.efFufion  of  blood,  the  mod 
defperate  refidance  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  fatal  con- 
feq ue hces  than  their  ignominious 
flight* 
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CHAP.  X. 

Admiral  By rcii  todies  the  command  in  the  IV eft  Indies.  Endeavours  to 
draw  M.  D'Ejlaing  to  an  engagement  without  effect.  Mortality  at  St. 
Lucia.  Mr.  Byron  convoys  the  homeward-bound  trade.  Lc/s  of  the 
ijland  cf  St.  Vincent's,  during  the  abfence  of  the  feet.  French  feet  re¬ 
inforced  by  the  arrival  of  M.  dc  la  Motte  ;  proceeds  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Granad.es .  Lands  a  body  of forces ,  which  invejl  the  Hof  piled  Hill 
in  the  if  and  of  Granada,.  Attack  the  works  by  night ,  and  cany  them 
by  form.  Lord  Macartney  propofes  to  capitulate ;  but  the  terras  offered 
by  D'Eflaing  being  deemed  inadtniffible ,  fur  renders  the  fort  and  if  and  at 
dijeretion.  Admiral  Byron  returns  to\  St.  Lucia;  proceeds  with  ice 
feet  and  army  for  the  recovery  of  St.  Vincent' s.  Receives  intelligence 

at  fea  cf  the  attack  upon  Granada ,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  great  fu- 
periority  cf  the  French  feet ,  changes  his  courfe  in  order  to  fucccur  that 
ijland.  Different  views  and  conduct  cf  the  hojtile  commanders .  En  - 

gagement.  Extraordinary  alls  of  gallantry.  Vice-admiral  Barrington 
wounded.  French  perfevere  in  their  rejolution  of  not  coming  to  a  cRje 
action.  Views  of  the  Brit  iff  commanders  totally  changed,  upon  difcc- 
vering  that  the  ijland  was  already  loft,  as  they  had  no  force  capable  of 
attempting  its  recovery.  f r  anf ports  and  difabled  ffips  font  off  to  St. 

Chri ficphcf  s  in  the  evening.  Followed  next  day  by  the  fleet  ;  the 
enemy  having  returned  to  Granada  in  the  night.  Prodigious  lofs  of  men 
cn  the  French  fide  accounted  for.  Claim  a  victory  ;  and  upon  what 
ground.  M.  D  Efiaing  dir  efts  his  operations  to  the  northward.  Fi'rfi 
objeep,  the  reduction  of  Georgia.  —  Second,  a,n  attack  upon  New  York, 
in  conjunction  with  General  Waff  in gt  on.  Arrives  upon  the  coaf  of 
Carolina  ;  takes  the  Experiment  man  of  war ,  and  feme  frigates. 
Anchors  off  iybee.  Lands  his  troops ,  and  invefs  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah.  Summons  General  P rev-off.  Is  joined  by  General  Lincoln , 

and  Count  Polajki .  Attacks  the  Britijh  lines ,  and  is  repidfed  wi  th 
great  ffaughler.  French  retire  to  their  ffips,  and  totally  abandon  the 
coaffs  of  America. 


*  h  AHE  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  juft 
after  the  double  repuife  which 
D’Eflaing  had  met  with  at  Santa 
Lucia,  and  the  furrender  of  that 
ifland  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
threw  the  command  of  the  fleet 
into  the  hands  of  the  former  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  junction  of  the  fquadrons 
enabled  them  to  aflame  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  the  French  in  that  quar¬ 


ter.  They  accordingly  omitted 
nothing  which  could  draw  M.  D’- 
Eilaing  to  an  engagement  ;  and 
repeatedly  infulted  him  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Port  Royal,  with  a  view 
of  provoking  h:rn  to  quit  the  fe- 
curity  afforded  by  that  faflnefs. 
Their  endeavours  were,  however, 
fruitlefs ;  and  that  commander 
fh°wed  a  degree  of  phlegm,  and  a 
government  of  his  temper,  which 
could  fcarccly  have  been  expected 
[*jV]  4  from 
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frofri  his  general  character,  confi- 
dering  that  there  was  little,  if  any, 
difpamy  of  force.  But  the  Bri- 
tilh  naval  fame  was  hill  ftrong  in 
memory  ;  and  the  event  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Admiral  Barrington, 
ferved  to  imprefs  it  with  yet  greater 
force.  The  expectation  he  was  in 
of  daily  reinforcement,  however, 
juftified  his  conduCt. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  noxious  cli¬ 
mate  and  air  of  the  ill  an  cl  of  St.  Lu¬ 
cia  fpread  and  continued  a  dreadful 
mortality  among  the  Britifh  troops ; 
add  every  day  ferved  to  render  the 
lofs  of  Dominique  the  more  fen- 
fibly  felt.  This  calamity  was  the 
more  grievous,  as  it  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  brave  corps  who  ferved 
in  that  ifland  j  who,  with  refpeCt 
to  difeipline,  fpirit,  and  aCtual 
fervice,  could  fcarcely  have  been 
matched  by  any  equal  number  of 
troops  in  the  univerfe.  But  it  was 
not  the  hril  inha  nee,  in  which  the 
rigours  and  noxious  vapours  of  a 
fouthern  climate,  had  fnifhed  the 
career  of  thofe  unconquerable 
troops,  who  had  been  formed  in 
the  \yars  of  Northern  America. 

At  length,  reinforcements  ar¬ 
rived  on  both  fides ;  Admiral 
Rowley  having  joined  the  Britifh 
fquadron,  with  feveral  Ihips  of  war 
from  Europe  ;  about  the  fame 
time,  that  M,  de  Graffe,  not- 

vvithilandinp-  the  watchfulnefs  of 
<£>  # 

the  oppome  commanders,  arrived 
fafe,  with  a  large  convoy,  and  a 
con fidm  able  force,  at  Martinique, 
Although  thefe reinforcements  pro¬ 
duced  no  of  eat  difference  in  the 
comparative  ftrength  of  the  hoffile 
fleets,  which  were  llill  pretty 
equally  balanced  in  that  refpeCt, 
yet  nothing  could  induce  D’Ellaing 
$o  hazard  a  general  engagement, 
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Indeed  he  adhered  fo  pertinacioufly 
to  this  con  dud,  that  when  upon 
different  odea lions  of  reparation 
in  the  Britifh  fquadrons,  or  other 
circum fiances  which  Teemed  to  offer 
advantage,  he  fometimes  ventured 
to  fail  out. of  Port  Royal  ;  yet,  he 
more  than  once,  under  circum* 
fiances  of  apparent  difgrace,  re¬ 
treated  again  into  that  harbour, 
from  the  eager  purfuit  and  infuk 
of  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at  all 
fuperior  to  him  either  in  force  or 
in  number. 

An  occafion,  however,  at  length 
offered,  which  fully  demonflrated 
the  propriety  and  judgment  of  his 
conduft,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  adhe¬ 
red  to  his  fyflem.  The  trade 
from  the  Weft  India  Iflands  to 
England,  having  affembled  at  St. 
Chriftopher’s  towards  the  middle- 
of  June,  the  very  great  importance 
and  value  of  that  numerous  fleet  of 
merchantmen,  made  Admiral  By~ 
ron  think  it  neceffary  to  convoy 
them  with  his  whole  fquadron,  for 
fome  conftderable  part  of  the  way. 
Indeed,  no  reparation  of  it  could 
have  been  ventured  upon  with  any 
degree  of  fafety,  For  we  had  no 
port  in  thofe  iflands  of  fufheient 
ftrength,  to  have  afforded  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  remaining  divifion  of 
the  fleet,  againft  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  land,  as  well  as  of  naval 
force,  which  EFEftaing  had  in  his 
hands.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
the  French  commander  would  have 
had  it  in  option  topurfue  the  con¬ 
voy,  and  if  he  even  failed  of  over¬ 
taking  it,  he  could  fcarcely  mifs 
of  intercepting  the  fquadron  on  its 
return,  which  had  been  fentforits 
protection.  The  meafure  of  afford¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  protection  to  the  trade, 
was  the  mqre  indifpenfible,  as  it 


was 
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was  known,  that  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquet  was  then  on  his  way  from 
France  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement 
toD’Eftaing;  and  no  common  or 
ordinary  convoy  would  have  been 
fufficient  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade,  in  cafe  of  its  falling  in  with 
his  fquadron. 

No  wifdom  in  the  defign,  nor 
judgment  in  the  execution,  can  at 
all  times  prevent  meafures  from 
proving  unfortunate  ;  as  the  pre- 
fent  did  in  a  high  degree.  The 
firft  confequence  of  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  was  the  lofs  of  the  va¬ 
luable  ifland  of  St.  Vincent’s;  a 
lofs  which  would  have  been  ftill 
more  thought  of,  if  it  had  not  been 
fpeediiy  followed  by  a  greater. 
The  circ urn  fiances  attending  the 
lofs  of  that  ifland  were  rather  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  have  not  yet  been 
explained  in  any  manner  which 
could  afford  fatisfaClion  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  A  handful  of  French  from 
Martinique,  under  the  command 
only  of  a  naval  lieutenant,  efti- 
mated  by  one  account  at  300,  and 
by  the  governor’s  own  at  450  meh, 
not  above  half  of  which  were  re¬ 
gulars,  ventured  to  land  upon  a 
hoftile  ifland,  garrifoned  by  feven 
companies  of  regular  troops,  under 
the  conduct  of  a  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel,  the  garrifon  alfo  exceeding 
the  invaders  in  number,  and  the 
ifland  inhabited  likewife  by  a  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  always  fhewn  the 
utmoft  fiercenefs  and  eagernefs  for 
war,  when  it  was  accompanied 
with  the  hope  of  plundering  the 
un  fortunate  Caribbs  of  their  lands ; 
and  vet  this  ifland,  fo  circum- 
Aanced  as  to  garrifon  and  inhabi¬ 
tants,  was  delivered  up  to  the 
enemy,  without  the  filing  of  a 
flngle  fhot  on  either  fide. 

he  capitulation  was  iigned  only 


by  Governor  Morris,  and  the 
French  lieutenant  ;  nor  can  we 
help  thinking  it  fomewhat  Angular, 
that  the  name  of  no  other  officer, 
civil  or  military,  on  the  part  of  the 
ifland,  fhould  appear  to  it.  The 
conditions  were  fufficiently  favour¬ 
able  to  the  inhabitants,  being  in 
general  drawn  upon  the  model  of 
thofe  at  Dominique.  The  natural 
eflett  of  that  oppreffion  and  inhu¬ 
manity,  which  the  inordinate  co- 
vetoufnefs  of  the  planters,  had  in¬ 
duced  them  fome  years  ago  to  ex- 
ercife  upon  the  Caribbs,  and 
through  which  they  led  govern¬ 
ment  into  that  difgraceful  war  we 
have  feen  for  their  extermination, 
was  now  apparent ;  that  people 
having  immediately  joined  the 
French  upon  their  landing,  and  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  had  no 
fmali  fhare  in  inducing  them  to 
undertake  the  expedition.  The 
terror  with  which  the  inhabitants 
now  regarded  that  people,  is  alfo 
obvious,  from  the  fervency  with 
which  they  claim  the  French  pro- 
te&ion  againft  them  in  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  ft  is  not  impeffi- 
ble  but  that  terror  contributed  to 
the  otherwife  unaccountable  fur- 
render  of  the  ifland. 

D’Eftaing  had  the  fortune  of  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  reinforcement 
under  M.  de  la  Motte,  with  a  fup- 
ply  of  troops,  and  of  what  was  at 
leaft  equally  neceflary,  of  naval 
and  military  (lores  and  provifion, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Britifh 
fleet.  His  great  fuperioricy  by  land 
and  fea,  now  neceffarily  called  him 
to  adlion,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada 
was  the  immediate  objeiff  of  his 
enterprize.  lie  arrived  T  .  , 

off  that  ifland  with  a  ^ u  f  2  * 
fleet  of  five  or  fix-  and  -  twenty 
ffiips  of  the  line,  with  ten  or 

twelve 
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twelve  frigates,  and,  according  to 
their  own  report,  near  10,000  land 
forces,  including  the  marines,  on 
Board.  The  whole  defence  of  the 
iilancl  lay  in  about  i^o  foldiers  and 
artillery  men,  and  three  or  four 
hundred  armed  inhabitants  ;  and 
its  firength  confided  in  a  foitified 
or  entrenched  .  hill,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  fort,  harbour,  and  ca¬ 
pital  town  of  St.  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  regular  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  Count  Dillon, 
on  that  evening  ;  who  the  next  day 
in  veiled  the  hill,  and  made  the 
necefury  preparations  for  carrying 
it  by  dorm  on  the  following  night. 
The  governor.  Lord  Macartney, 
made  every  poffible  preparation  for 
defence  ;  but  it  feems  probable, 
that  he  unfortunately  placed  a 
greater  reliance  on  the  natural  and 
artificial  firength  of  the  pod,  than 
an  experienced  military  comman¬ 
der  would  have  done.  The  French 
fay  it  was  deemed  to  afford  fo  per¬ 
fect  a  fecurity,  that  it  was  ren¬ 
dered  a  depofit  for  plate,  jewels, 
and  other  mod  valuable  moveables. 
However  that  was,  or  whatever  the 
ftrength  of  the  pod,  the  defence 
was  extraordinary,  confidering  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  force  by 
which  it  was  defended  ;  and  al¬ 
though  D’Edainp-  headed  a  column 
of  the  French  troops  in  per  fan, 
they  were  repulfed  in' the  fir  ft  on- 
fet  ;  but  the  fuperioricy  of  number 
was  at  length  decifive,  and  they 
parried  the  lines  after  a  hard  con- 
did,  which  laded  about  an  hour 
and  a  half.  The  French  are  faid 
to  have  had  goo  men  killed  or 
wounded  in  this  aftault ;  but  they 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  num¬ 
ber  in  their  own  public  account. 
Their  lofs  was,  however,  confider- 
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able,  and  chiefly  arofe  from  a  well- 
direded  fire  from  fome  veffels  in 
the  road,  which  galled  them  ex¬ 
ceedingly  in  their  approach. 

The  cannon  which  they  had 
taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill/  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  againd  the 
fort,  which  then  lay  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  the  governor  was  under  a 

O 

neceflhy  of  proposing,  what  he  had 
before  rejected,  a  capitulation. 
D’Edaing  treated  the  ,  dag  with 
great  haughtfnefs  ;  would  grant 
but  an  hour  and  a  half  for  framing 
the  propofals  ;  and  when  they  were 
presented,  rejected  them  in  the 
grofs,  and  in  the  mod  peremptory 
manner.  He,  however,  framed 
Lome  terms  himfelf,  with  which 
they  were  immediately  to  comply, 
without  the  final  led  deviation  011 
their  fide,  or  relaxation  on  his. 
But  thefe  were  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  nature,  that  the  governor  and 
principal  inhabitants  thought  it 
better  to  trud  to  the  law  and  cuf- 
toms  of  nations,  to  the  juftice  of 
one  court,  and  the  interpofition  of 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  dif- 
cretiqn,  than  to  bind  themfelvcs  to 
fuch  unexampled  conditions. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  D’Eftaing-’s  character, 
than  the  accounts  of  his  conduct 
in  his  new  acquifition,  which  were 
fpread  about  at  that  time.  His 
continuance  in  the  ifland  of  Gra¬ 
nada  has  been  reorefented  as  a 

x 

con  flan  t  feene  of  feverity  and  op- 
predion.  It  was  faid  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  indulged  in  the  moll 
unbridled  licence  ;  and  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  humanity  and 
tendernefs  fhewn  by  the  officers  and 
private  men  of  Dillon’s  Irifh  regi¬ 
ment  to  the  inhabitants,  their  con¬ 
dition  would  have  been  too  deplor¬ 
able  to  be  endured  or  defer! bed. 

'  In 
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In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  Bv- 
rnn  had  returned  to  St.  Lucia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  firfl  of  the 
month  ;  his  fleet  being  now  weak¬ 
ened  by  the  convoy  which  he  had 
fent  with  the  trade  to  England. 
He  there  received  the  fir (l  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  lofs  of  St.  Vincent's  ; 
upon  which  intelligence  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  General  Grant,  that 
they  fhould  proceed  with  the  land 
and  naval  force  for  the  recovery  of 
that  ifland.  In  their  pafTage  for 
that  ifland  they  received  the  un¬ 
welcome  information,  that  D’Ef- 
taing  had  attacked  Granada;  their 
advices  were  very  imperfect  ;  did 
not  flate  the  French  fleet  at  any 
thing  near  its  real  force,  and  re¬ 
presented  Lord  Macartney  to  be  in 
a  condition  which  would  enable 
hirn  to  hold  out  for  fome  days. 
Nor  had  they  yet  received  any  in¬ 
telligence  of  de  la  Motte’s  jundtion 
with  D’Eftaing.  They  accordingly 
changed  their  courfe  and  intention, 
and  proceeded  for  the  relief  of  the 
Granades. 

In  this  flate  of  ignorance,  with 
relpedl  to  the  flrengrh  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  circurnftances  of  the  ifland, 
the  Britifh  commanders  arrived 
within  fight  of  the  EVench  fleet, 
at  the  break  of  day,  on  the  6th  of 
July.  Their  force  confided  in  21 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  fingle  fri¬ 
gate  ;  and  they  were  accompanied, 
and  as  things  fell  out  exceedingly 
incumbered,  by  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  tranfports  which  con¬ 
veyed  the  troops.  The  enemy  had 
been  at  anchor  ofr  the  harbour  of 
St.  George’s  ;  but  having  received 
previous  information  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  they 
were  then  moflly  getting  under 
way,  and  thofe  which  had  not  al¬ 
ready  hoifled  their  anchors,  im¬ 


mediately  flipped  their  cables,  and 
kept  flretching  out  to  fea.  As  the 
objects  of  the  hoflile  commanders 
were  totally  different,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  explain  them,  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  the  en firing  engagement.  The 
Britifh  admirals  wanted  to  bring- 

.  „  O 

the  enemy  to  the  cloieil  adtion  that 
was  poffible  ;  not  only  as  a  mode 
of  fighting  which  at  all  times  af¬ 
forded  the  greatefl  advantage  to 
their  lide ;  but  as  affording-  the 
means,  befide's  the  relief  of  the 
ifland,  (which  they  made  no  doubt 
of)  of  obtaining  that  decifive  Su¬ 
periority  in  thofe  feds  which  they 
wiflied  to  eftablifh.  On  the  other 
hand,  M.  D’Eflaing  fought  for  no 
other  profit  or  advantage  than  the 
prefervation  of  his  new  acquisi¬ 
tion  ;  that  was  to  him  a  efficient 
vitflory  ;  he  was  in  no  difpofition 
to  feek  honour  at  the  hazard  of 
that,  in  the  doubtful  iflue  of  a 
bloody  and  defperate  conflidt  with 
a  Britifh  fleet,  if  it  could  pofiibly 
be  avoided;  but  he  would,  not- 
withftanding,  rifque  all  things, 
fooner  than  give  up  what  he  had 
got. 

Such  motives  operating  on  both 
fides,  and  the  French  fhips  being 
cleaner,  and  confequently  failing 
much  better  than  the  Englifh, 
which  threw  the  choice  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  mode  of  fight  in  a 
great  degree  into  their  hands,  the 
adlion  was  neceflarily  partial,  and 
could  not,  without  fome  change  of 
circumflances,  have  become  ge¬ 
neral.  For  the  few  Britifh  fhips 
which  could  firfl  reach  (or  in  fea 
language  fetch)  the  enemy,  were 
expofed  to  the  encounter  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
confequently  fuflained  great  da¬ 
mage,  before  they  could  be  fup- 

ported 
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ported  even  by  their  nearefl  fel¬ 
lows  ;  and  thefe  were  again,  in 
their  turn,  to  experience  the  fame 
difadvantage  ;  while  feveral  fhips 
of  the  rear  divifion,  were  never 
able  to  come  at  ail  into  action  ; 
and  a  Hill  greater  number  of  the 
fleet  in  genera!,  could  not  obtain 
that  fhare  in  it  which  they  wifhed. 

The  firft  fignal  made  by  the  ad¬ 
miral,  on  feeing  the  difpofition, 
and  difcovering  the  intention  of 
the  enemy,  was  that  for  a  general 
chace  ;  and  the  fecond,  (he  being 
yet  ignorant,  or  rather  mifinform- 
ed,  as  to  their  flrength)  was,  for 
the  fhips  to  engage,  and  to  form 
as  they  could  get  up ;  and  even 
when  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy 
was  difcovered,  the  fignal  for 
chace  was  dill  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  that  for  a  clofe  en¬ 
gagement.  About  half  pad  feven 
the  adlion  was  commenced,  by 
Admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Saw¬ 
yer  and  Gardner,  in  the  Boyne 
and  Sultan,  having  clofed  with 
the  van  of  the  enemy.  That  dif- 
tinguidied  commander,  with  his 
brave  colleagues,  made  and  fup- 
ported  the  attack  with  a  fpirit 
and  refolution,  which  would  have 
damped  the  highed  honour,  where 
there  had  been  none  acknowledged 
before.  But  being  obliged  to  en¬ 
dure  the  whole  weight  of  fire  from 
that  divifion  of  the  enemy,  for  a 
condderable  fpace  of  time  before 
they  could  be  fupported,  they  dif¬ 
fered  accordingly  ;  and  befides  the 
damage  to  the  fhips,  and  lofs  of 
men,  the  vice-admiral  was  hirnfelf 
wounded. 

The  fuperiority  which  the  French 
fhips  poifeded  in  point  of  failing, 
dill  enabled  them  to  elude  every 
effort  which  was  made  by  the  Brj- 
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tifh  commanders,  to  bring  on  a 
clofe  and  a  decidve  engagement. 
The  former,  indeed,  fometimes 
happened  in  particular  inilances ; 
but  it  was  only,  when  the  evolu¬ 
tions  on  both  fides,  and  the  ea- 
gernefs  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the 
Britifh  fhips  into  a  duration,  which 
obliged  them  to  endure  a  condidl, 
with  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  Thus,  the  Grafton, 
Collingvvood  ;  the  Cornwall,  Ed¬ 
wards ;  and  the  Lion,  Cornwallis, 
fuflained  the  whole  fire  of  the 
French  deer,  2s  it  paded  them 
fucceffiveiy  on  a  tack ;  ana  Cap¬ 
tain  Fan  fh  a  we,  of  the  Monmouth, 
having  gallantly  attempted,  fingly, 
to  arrei!  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy’s 
van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on 
a  general  adlion  ;  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at,  that  as  his  dedgn 
failed,  his  fhip  fhculd  be  little 
better  than  a  wreck.  The  Suf¬ 
folk,  Rear-Admiral  Rowley,  (who 
had  been  left  originally  for  the 
protedlion  of  the  tranfports)  with 
the  Fame,  Butcharf,  had  likewife 
fuffered  confiderably  in  dmilar  fi¬ 
xations. 

The  peculiar  circumflances  and 
fixations  of  the  fleets,  including 
perhaps  their  di fiance,  together 
with  the  oppofite  views  of  the 
commanders,  brought  on  a  ced'd- 
tion  of  adlion  about  twelve  o’clock  ; 
and  although  it  was  renewed  at 
two,  and  at  other  times,  in  fome 
degree,  during  the  evening,  yet 
nothing  edential  was  done  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide.  The  objed*  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  commanders  was  now  totally 
changed,  from  what  it  had  been  at 
the  commencement  of  the  engage¬ 
ment.  Some  of  the  fhips  had 
pufhed  their  way  boldly  during 
the  heat  of  the  adlion,  to  the  very 
entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St. 

Georg 
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George’s,  thinking  thereby  to  ad- 
minifter  courage  at  leak,  if  not 
fuccour,  to  their  fuppofed  friends 
in  the  garrifon  ;  bur,  to  their  ut- 
moft  aflonifhment,  they  not  only 
beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort, 
but  were  fired  at  bv  the  batteries. 

j 

Their  main  object,  in  the  relief 
of  the  ifland,  was  therefore  no 
more.  The  ifland  was  already 
lofl !  and  their  total  inferiority  of 
force  by  fea  and  land,  rendered 
them  utterly  incapable  of  attempt¬ 
ing  its  recovery.  They  had  been 
equally  difappointed  with  refpeCt 
to  the  force  of  the  French  fleet,  as 
to  the  ijtuation  of  the  ifland.  The 
care  of  the  tranfports,  had  been  a 
conflant  clog  upon  them  during 
the  aCtion  ;  and  their  protection 
now,  along  with  that  of  the  cii  fabled 
Ihips,  were  the  great  and  only  ob¬ 
jects  of  confideration. 

Three  of  thedifabled  Flips  were 
a  great  wav  a-ftern  ;  and  one  of 
them,  the  Lion,  had  fuffered  fo 
extremely,  that  being  incapable  of 
attempting  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  flie 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  flngly, 
in  the  belt  manner  fhe  could,  be¬ 
fore  the  wind  ;  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  fome  time  after 
in  Jamaica,  although  in  point  of 
condition  little  better  than  a  wreck. 
It  feemed  in  the  power  of  the 
French  to  have  cut  oft  the  two 
other  difabled  fhips  ;  but  they 
would  not  hazard  the  attempt,  as 
it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive 
aCtion.  Indeed  nothing  could  more 
clearly  fhew  D’Eftaing’s  inflexible 
determination  on  that  point,  which 
can  only  account  for  his  conduCt, 
than,  that  with  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  his  line  of  battle,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  large  and  flout  frigates, 
he  neither  attempted  to  cut  off  the 


tranfports,  or  the  two  difabled 
Ihips ;  nor  would  even  venture  to 
detach  a  Angle  fliip  in  purfuit  of 
the  Lion. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  Bri- 
tifh  admiral  fent  inflruClions  in  the 
evening  to  the  Monmouth,  (which 
was  in  much  about  the  fame  con¬ 
dition  with  the  Lion),  as  he  like- 
wife  did  to  the  tranfports,  to  make 
the  belt  of  their  way  to  Antigua 
or  St.  Chriftopher’s.  His  line 
being  now  reduced  to  nineteen 
fhips,  of  which  feveral  were  great¬ 
ly  dilabled,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  at  about  three 
miles  diftance  from  the  enemy  ;  in 
full  expectation  of  being  attacked 
in  the  morning,  as  he  did  not 
think  it  poflible,  that  with  fo  great 
a  fuperiority,  the  French  com¬ 
mander  would  fuffer  the  tranfports 
to  be  carried  off  without  purfuit 
or  moleftation.  M.  D’Eftaing 
evidently  held  a  different  opinion, 
and  returned  with  his  fleet  to 
Granada  during  the  night. 

The  Generals  Grant  and  Mea- 
dowes,  were  fpeClators  of  an  ac¬ 
tion  in  which  they  could  not  par¬ 
take,  and  felt  the  higheft  military 
rapture,  at  the  many  extraordinary 
exertions  of  gallantry  which  they 
faw  exhibited  by  their  naval 
friends ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  with  which  they  were 
contending,  had  raifed  their  ex¬ 
pectations  to  the  full  confldence  of 
becoming  fharers  in  a  triumph  and 
confequences  which  could  not  take 
place.  It  was  odd  enough,  that 
the  two  wrecks,  the  Monmouth 
and  the  Lion,  fliould  fall  in  with 
each  other  at  fea  ;  and  that  being 
mutually  disfigured,  Capt.  Corn¬ 
wallis,  at  leafl,  miflook  the  oppo- 
fite  for  an  enemy,  and  was  accord¬ 
ingly  bringing  up  his  torn  veffel 

with 
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with  the  sreateft  eagernefs,  to  the 
encounter  of  the  other,  which  was 
not  in  quite  fo  bad  condition. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  183  killed,  and 
346  wounded,  of  whom  there  were 
four  officers  in  each  lift.  This  was 
fufficien  tly  moderate  ;  but  the  other 
circumftances  of  the  adticn  were 
exceedingly  grievous  ;  for  the  great 
damage  iuftained  by  the  ihips, 
particularly  in  their  mail's  and  rig¬ 
ging,  (and  for  which  the  oiftant 
lire  of  the  enemy  was  fo  peculiarly 
calculated)  was  a  misfortune  diffi¬ 
cultly  remedied  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  mu  ft  have  been  any 
where  attended  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  time.  This  afforded  fo 
prodigious  a  fuperiority  of  force 
to  the  French,  that  while  that  con¬ 
tinued,  it  was  impoffible  any  longer 
to  difpute  the  empire  cf  the  fea 
with  them  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Such  a  ftate  of  things,  could  not 
but  fpread  a  great  and  general 
panic  through  all  the  Britifh 
ifiaads  ;  and  although  D’Eilaign 
did  not  follow  up  his  new  con  q  us?  ft 
by  any  farther  attempts ;  yet  upon 
learning-  the  weak  ftate  of  his 
enemy,  he  did  not  neglebt  to  re¬ 
turn  the  former  vifits  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  Martinico,  by  parading 
for  a  day  with  his  whole  force  in 
fjght  of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  as  if  it 
were  to  challenge  him  to  aclion. 

All  accounts  concur  in  defcrib- 
ing  the  French  lofs  of  men  in  this 
a  61  i  on  to  be  prodigious.  The 

J- 

lowed:  eftimate  we  have  feen,  (rates 
it  at  2700,  of  which  the  (lain 
amount  to  1200;  but  other  ac¬ 
counts  go  higher  conlidcrably  than 
three  thou  land.  So  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  land  forces,  being  crowded 
on  hoard  fhips,  which  are  always 
rated  at  a  high  complement  with 


refpeft  to  their  crews,  will  in  fotfte 
degree  account  for  fo  great  a  lofs  ; 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  this 
engagement  confided  in  a  great 
meafure  on  one  fide,  of  a  fucceff 
fion  of  fierce  and  defperate  affaults, 
which  made  a  dreadful  impreffion 
in  thofe  particular  points  to  which 
they  were  directed.  The  French 
account  publifhed  by  authority, 
g  5  v  e s  11 0  fa r  ther  fpecih  radon  of  the 
lofs,  than  what  relates  to  the 
officers,  which  could  not  be  con¬ 
cealed.  The  number  of  officers, 
which  we  find  bv  thefe  lifts,  to 
have  been  killed  or  wounded,  was 
confiderable,  both  in  the  naval  and 
the  land  departments.  Of  the 
former,  three  commanders  of  fhips 
were  killed  ;  and  it  feems  lingular, 
that  the  captain  and  five  lieute¬ 
nants  fell  in  one  fhip. 

The  French  claimed  a  vidlory, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  gained 
their  objedf,  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  acquisition,  while  the  Englifh 
loft  theirs,  in  being  obliged  to 
relicquifh  thelfland.  The  French 
King's  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  for  a  thankigiving,  on  this 
occafion,  has  been  publifhed. 

The.  alarm  excited  in  the  Britifh 
Weft  India  Iflands  by  the  fuperio¬ 
rity  cf  the  enemy  was  not  long  li¬ 
ved  ;  for  D’Eftaing’s  operations 
were  deffined  to  another  quarter ; 
nor  could  he  probably  have  at- 
chieved  anv  thing  farther  there  if 

j  O 

it  had  been  otherwife.  The  foot¬ 
ing  which  the  Britifh  forces  had 
gained  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  was  highly  diftreffing  in  its 
prefen  t  effcfl,  and  ft  ill  more  alarm¬ 
ing  with  refpecl  to  its  probable 
confequenc.es,  to  the  Americans, 
The  fee  lie  of  a d ion  was  fo  remote 
from  the  center  of  force,  and  the 
feat  of  council,  that  the  war  there 

was 
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was  in  a  great  degree  beyond  their 
reach;  and  the  Britifh  marine 
force,  afforded  fuch  decifive  advan¬ 
tages  to  the  operations  of  their 
troops,  in  countries  every  where 
bordered  by  the  fea,  and  checquer- 
ed  by  inland  navigations,  as  could 
fcarcely  be  counteracted  with  effeCt, 
by  any  moderate  fuperiority  at 
land. 

America  had  as  yet  received  no 
very  effential  fervice,  with  refpect 
to  the  direCt  operations  of  the  war, 
from  any  co-operation  of  the 
French  arms.  The  attempt  on 
Rhode  Fftand,  in  conjunction  with 
D’Ellaing,  was  productive  of  ex¬ 
pence,  danger,  and  lofs,  without 
the  fmallelt  benefit.  Nor  did  the 
conduCt  of  that  commander  afford 
much  more  of  fatisfaftion,  than 
the  expedition  itfelf  did  of  advan¬ 
tage.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
mi  (chief  and  danger  to  the  fouth- 
ern  provinces,  had  taken  place 
during  the  height  of  the  connec- 
tion  ;  and  was  perhaps  fcarcely 
corn  pen  fated  for  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia  ;  even  throwing  that 
event  into  the  fcale,  as  an  indirect 
confequence  of  the  French  alliance; 
and  fuppofing  that  the  Britifh 
forces  would  not  otherwife  have 
abandoned  that  capital.  It  could 
not  befides  but  be  very  galling  to 
the  Americans,  that  the  protection., 
equipment,  and  Ripply,  afforded 
to  the  French  fleet  ft  Bofton,  {hon'd 
produce  no  better  eifeCt,  than  that 
immediate  defertion  of  their  coaits, 
which  expofed  them  to  thefouthern 
invaflon.  Upon  the  whole,  their 
dcw  alliance  had  not  as  yet  pro¬ 
duced  thofe  high  advantages, 
which  were  undoubtedly  held  out 
in  the  warmth  of  (peculation  ;  nor 
even  that  proportion  of  them, 
winch  might  have  been  reafonably 
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expeCled,  as  >. el  1  from  a  confede¬ 
ration  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  connection,  as  of  the  general 
ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  means  and 
power  of  the  ally. 

Under  fome  of  thefe  confidera- 
tiohs,  or  the  impreflion  of  all,  the 
French  court  determined  now  to 
afford  fome  effential  aid  to  their 
new  allies,  by  directing  D’Eitaing’s 
whole  force  to  their  affi fiance  ;  or 
probably  it  was  a  part  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plan  of  the  campaign,  that  as 
foon  as  he  had  acquired  rhat  effec¬ 
tive  fuperiority  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
which  thev  were  refolved  to  endow 
him  with,  he  fhould  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  latter  mcafure. 
That  commander,  accordingly, 
having  firft  waited  to  fee  the  French 
homeward  bound  Welt  India  trade 
clear  of  danger,  proceeded,  with 
about  2  2  Blips  of  the  line,  and 
fomething  lefs  than  half  the  num¬ 
ber  of  large  and  heavy-metal  fri¬ 
gates,  in  all  the  pride  of  a  con¬ 
queror,  to  f.veep  the  coafts  of 
North  America.  His  firft  object, 
which  was  expeCted  to  be  accom- 

x 

plifhed  with  little  difficulty,  was 
the  deflruCti.cn  of  the  frnall  force 
under  General  Prevoft,  and  con- 
fequently  freeing  the  fouthern  co¬ 
lonies  from  all  their  predent  alarm 
aud  danger.  The  fecond,  was  of 
greater  importance,  and  likely  to 
be  attended  with  much  greater 
difficulty  and  danger ;  and  that 
was,  a  defign  to  attack,  in  con- 
junction  with  General  Wafningtou , 
the  Briuifh  force  at  New  York,  by 
fea  and  land  at  the  fame. time  ;  arid 
thus,  by  the  reduction  of  that 
i flan d  and  its  dependencies,  along 
with  the  confequent  ruin  of  the 
oppofite  fleet  and  annv,  to  bring 
the  war  on  that  continent  to  a 
final  ccnclufion. 

Through 
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Through  the  fudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  on  the  coafts  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Georgia,  the  Experiment 
man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
three  royai  frigates,  being  totally 
unapprehenflve  of  danger,  and 
upon  feparate  fervices,  had  the 
misfortune  of  falling  in  with  them, 
and  thereby  adding  to  their  tri¬ 
umph  and  number.  The  firft,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Sir  James 
Wallace,  was  on  her  paflage  from 
New  York  to  the  Savannah  with 
fupplies :  and  although  fhe  had 
been  already  difmafted  in  a  violent 
Form,  fhe  made  a  gallant  and  de- 
fperate  defence  again  ft  an  irreftft- 
able  fuperiority  of  force,  in  the 
view  of  the  holiile  fleet. 

General  Prevoft  was  at  this 
time  at  the  town  of  Savannah ; 
but  the  better,  if  not  the  greater 
part  of  his  force,  was  flill  on  the 
ifland  of  Port  Royal,  in  South 
Carolina,  where  we  have  already 
feen  it  took  poll  after  the  retreat 
from  Charles  Town.  As  the 
enemy  were  makers  by  fea,  that 
corps  had  no  other  means  of  join¬ 
ing  the  main  body,  but  by  the  nu¬ 
merous  inland  navigations  which 
interfefb  that  country.  The  in¬ 
tercepting  of  an  exprefs  by  the 
Americans,  who  conveyed  orders 
to  Colonel  Maitland  from  the  ge¬ 
neral,  for  fpeedily  joining  him  with 
the  whole  effective  body  under  his 
command,  delayed  the  meafure  fo 
long,  that  the  enemy  had  time  to 
leize  the  principal  communica¬ 
tions  before  it  could  take  effedt. 
This  rendered  the  jundion  of  that 
corps  with  the  garrifon,  upon 
which  only  any  hope  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  Savannah  could  be  founded, 
a  matter  of  great  doubt,  difficulty, 
and  danger.  The  addrefs  of  Co¬ 


lonel  Maitland,  the  zeat  of  his 
troops,  with  the  diftinguiibed  fer¬ 
vices  of  Lieutenant  Goldefbrough 
of  the  navy,  were  happily  found 
fupenor  to  all  thefe  obltacles. 

As  D’ERaing  was  obliged  to 
communicate  with  the  government 
at  Charles  Town,  relative  to  the 
movements  of  General  Lincoln, 
who  was  to  adt  in  concert  with 
him  in  the  intended  redudlion  of 
Georgia,  this  probably  induced 
fome  delay  with  refpect  to  his  own 
operations ;  fo  that  although  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  coaft  about  the  firfl  of 
September,  it  was  more  than  a 
week  after,  before  the  whole  fleet, 
amounting  to  above  40  n  ^  , 

fail,  anchored  off  the  at?-  9*« 
bar  of  Tybee,  at.  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Savannah.  For  the 
three  or  four  fucceeding  days,  the 
French  were  taken  up  in  palling 
their  troops,  in  fmall  American 
veflels,  through  the  Ofiabaw  in¬ 
let,  and  landing  them  at  Beaulieu, 
about  13  miles  from  the  town  of 
Savannah  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  frigates  were  occupied  in 
taking  poflefiion  of  the  lower  river, 
and  of  the  different  inlets  ;  ap¬ 
proaching  as  near  to  the  town  and 
lines,  as  the  circumfbnces  of  wa¬ 
ter  or  of  defence  would  admit. 

On  the  15th  the  French,  with 
Polaflci’s  American  light  horfe,  ap¬ 
peared  fo  near  the  Britifli  lines,  as 
to  fkirmilh  with  the  picauets;  and 
as  the  force  under  General  Prevofl, 
did  not  admit  of  his  having  any 
other  objedt  in  view  than  the  mere 
defence  of  the  town,  his  polls  were 
contracted  within  the  cover  of  the 
artillery  on  the  works.  On  the 
following  day,  M.  D’Eflaing  fent 
in  a  haughty  fummons  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  to  furrender  the  place  to 
the  arms  of  his  mod  Chriflian 

Majeftv. 
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Majcfty.  He  vaunted  in  high  lan¬ 
guage,  that  he  commanded  the 
lame  troops,  a  detachment  of 
whom  had  recently  taken  the  Hof- 
pital  Hilt  in  Granada  by  ltorm  ; 
notwithftanding  that  its  natural 
and  artificial  ftrength  was  fo  great, 
that  it  was  deemed  impregnable 
by  its  defenders.  He  held  out 
the  circumftances  of  that  tranfac- 
tion  as  a  lefTon  of  caution,  to 
fhew  the  futility,  and  the  very 
great  danger,  with  the  force  which 
the  general  had  in  his  hands,  and 
fuch  works  as  he  had  to  defend, 
if  he  ventured  to  refift  the  ardour 
of  thofe  conquering  troops : — Lord 
Macartney  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  the  firft  tranfports  of 
their  rage — He  could  not  himfelf 
rcftrain  their  pillage.  General 
Prevoft  was  therefore  warned,  in 
rather  commanding  terms,  that  he 
fhould  be  perfonally  refponfible, 
for  all  the  unhappy  or  fatal  ccnfe- 
quer.ces,  which  might  be  the  re- 
firlt  of  his  oblbnacy,  in  venturing 
a  fruitlefs  refiftance  againft  a  force, 
with  which  he  was  totally  inca¬ 
pable  of  contending. 

Colonel  Maitland’s  divifion  had 
not  yet  joined  the  garrifon  ;  nor 
was  there  any  intelligence  of  their 
fituation,  nor  knowledge  of  their 
ability  to  perform  the  junction.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  although  Ge¬ 
neral  Prevoft  and  his  officers  were 
determined,  even  with  the  force  in 
their  hands,  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  utmoll  extremity,  yet  it  was 
thought  prudent  and  neceftary  to 
gain  all  the  time  that  was  pof- 
iible;  and  this  the  more  efpecially, 
as  the  lines  were  Itill  in  a  very  im- 
periedt  ftate  of  defence,  and  there 
had  not  been  time  to  convey  the 
artillery  from  the  Ihipping,  for 
the  protection,  fuch  as  they  were, 
Vol.  XXII. 


of  the  works.  The  commander 
had  the  addrefs  to  carry  this  point. 
Meftages  paffed  backwards  and 
forwards ;  and  at  length,  a  truce 
for  24  hours  was  agreed  upon,  to 
afford  time  for  deliberation. 

During  this  interval,  the  for¬ 
tunate  arrival  of  Colonel  Mait¬ 
land,  with  the  troops  from  Port 
Royal,  prefen  ted  a  new  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  and  furnifhed  a  freih  ftock 
of  ftrength  and  fpirits  to  the  de¬ 
fence.  An  anfwer  was  accordingly 
returned,  that  they  were  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  defend  them- 
felves  to  the  laft  man.  Nothing 
could  prevent  the  Tailors  (who  had 
been  all  drawn  from  the  fliips  to 
confirm'd;  and  man  the  batteries) 
from  exprefling  their  ufual  ardour, 
by  giving  three  loud  cheers,  upon 
firing  the  fignal  gun  for  the  re¬ 
commencement  of  hollilities. 

On  the  day  after  delivering  the 
fummons,  Count  DTftaing  was 
joined  by  General  Lincoln,  as  he 
had  been  before  by  Polafki.  The 
allies  took  feparate  but  adjoining 
camps  ;  and  each  began  imme¬ 
diately  to  carry  on  their  approaches 
as  in  a  regular  fiege.  Their  joint 
or  feparate  force  cannot  be  very 
exaClly  afeerrained.  The  French 
are  faid  to  have  landed,  from  firft 
to  laft,  about  4800  regular  troops, 
befides  fome  hundreds  of  mulat- 
toes  and  free  negroes,  whom  they 
had  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies. 
Lincoln’s  force  was  continually  in- 
creafing;  it  was  fuppofed  not  much 
to  exceed  iroo  men,  at  the  time 
of  his  junction  with  D’Eftaing ; 
but  was  afterwards  eftimated  from 
3000,  to  3500  men. 

No  account  has  been  given  of 
the  number  of  the  garrifon  ;  but 
it  would  feern,  from  tne  exceeding 
vveaknefs  of  the  battalions,  and  an 
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examination  of  various  relative 
circumfiances,  that  taking  in  all 
defcriptions  of  men,  provincial 
troops,  loyaliBs,  under  whatever 
denomination,  and  Tailors,  that 
the  whole  could  not  exceed  3000 
men. 

The  fpirit,  vigour  of  exertion, 
and  perfeverance  in  toil,  which 
were  exhibited  in  carrying  on  the 
defeniive  works,  at  lead  equalled, 
if  not  exceeded,  any  thing  of  the 
fort  we  have  read  or  heard  of. 
From  the  general  to  the  private 
centinel,  from  the  commanders  of 
the  royal  frigates  to  the  common 
Teamen,  every  man  without  dif- 
tindtion  was  employed  in  the 
hardeft  labour,  and  chearfuliy  un¬ 
derwent  his  fiiare  of  the  toil.  At 
the  time  that  the  general  received 
the  French  fummons,  the  lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfedt, 
but  were  not  protedted  by  above 
eight  or  ten  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  liege 
or  blockade,  the  works  (by  the 
aid  of  the  /hip  guns,  and  the  un- 
ceafing  exertion  ufed  in  landing 
and  bringing  them  forward)  were 
covered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
amounting  to  near  100  pieces. 
Nor  was  the  labour  or  exertion 
greater  than  the  judgment  ufed  in 
their  direction.  In  this  refpedt. 
Captain  Moncrieffe,  the  engineer, 
equally  excited  the  admiration  of 
friends  and  of  enemies.  The 
Britilh  forces  indeed  owed  much 
to  his  fkill  and  ability;  and  were 
accordingly  unanimous  in  their 
acknowledgments  of  his  fervices ; 
while  the  French  officers  declared, 
that  his  works  and  batteries  fprung 
up  every  night  upon  them  like 
champignons,  He  gained  great 
honour,  and  merited  more  fub- 
fUnual  rewards. 
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The  enemy  were  by  no  mean* 
idle  in  their  endeavours  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  works ;  but  their  efforts 
were  ineffectual.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  fpared  no  induBry  in 
carrying  on  their  own  ;  and  in 
about  a  week  after  the  fum-  , 
mons,  had  pulhed  a  fap  to  lc 
within  300  yards  of  the  abbatis, 
to  the  left  of  the  Britilh  center. 
Although  the  Hate  of  General 
Prevolt’s  force,  rendered  him  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fparing  of  his  men,  yet 
in  the  few  conflicts  which  took 
place,  the  enemy  were  conBantly 
and  coafiderably  lofers.  About 
midnight,  between  the  3d  and  the 
4th  of  October,  the  enemy  began 
a  heavy  bombardment  ;  and  at 
day-light,  they  opened  a  vehe¬ 
ment  cannonade,  with  37  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  and  nine  mor¬ 
tars,  from  their  land  batteries, 
and  16  cannon  from  the  water. 
This  cannonade  was  continued, 
with  more  or  lefs  adlivity,  for 
live  days.  Its  effedt  fell  mollly 
upon  the  town ;  where,  befides 
the  deBrudtion  of  houfes ;  women, 
children  and  negroes  were  the 
only  fufferers.  All  others  were 
in  the  works  ;  and  thefe  conti¬ 
nually  acquired  additional  ftrength, 
inBead  of  fuBaining  any  effential 
damage,  during  the  violence  of 
this  cannonade. 

In  this  diBrefs  of  the  women 
and  children,  which  was  Bill  in- 
creafed  by  the  throwing  in  of 
carcaffes,  which  fet  fome  houfes 
on  fire,  the  general  wrote  a  letter 
to  D’Ellaing,  requiring  permiffion, 
that  they  ffiould  be  Tent  aboard 
Ihips  down  the  river,  and  placed 
under  the  protection  of  a  French 
man  of  war,  in  which  Bate  they 
were  to  continue  until  the  bufinefs 
Ihould  be  finally  decided.  At  the 
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fame  time  acquainting  him,  that 
his  own  wife  and  family,  fliould  be 
among  the  firil  to  profit  of  the  in¬ 
dulgence.  After  a  delay  of  three 
hours,  during  which  the  time  W2S 
filled  up  by  the  difcharge  of  can¬ 
non  and  ffiells,  the  requeft  was 
not  only  refufed,  but  the  refufal 
was  conveyed  in  unufual  and  in- 
fulting  language,  in  a  letter  figned 
both  by  Lincoln  and  D’Eftaing. 
The  attempts  made  afterwards  by 
the  French  officers,  to  charge  this 
harfh  and  cruel  refufal,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  it,  to  the  brutality  of 
the  American  general,  are  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  exculpate 
D’Eftaing,  from  his  full  fhare  in 
the  tranfadlion,  and  in  the  dif- 
grace  belonging  to  it ;  however  it 
may  ferve  to  fhew  their  con fciouf- 
nefs  that  the  aft  was  indefen fibie. 

Whatever  D’Eftaing’s  merits 
may  be  as  a  naval  commander,  he 
feems  to  have  committed  two  capi¬ 
tal  errors  in  this  adventure  by  land. 
The  firft  was,  his  not  immediately 
attacking  the  Britiffi  lines  in  their 
original  weaknefs,  and  before 
General  Frevofl  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Maitland.  The  reafons 
that  may  be  ufed  againil  this  mea- 
fure  are  obvious,  and  may  be  an- 
fwered  with  little  difficulty. — The 
fecond  was,  that  as  he  did  lofe 
fo  much  time  in  carrying  on  re¬ 
regular  approaches  againil  field 
works,  he  ffiould  have  hill  con¬ 
tinued  to  proceed  by  fap,  until 
he  had  fo  far  obviated  the  de¬ 
fences  of  the  enemy,  that  his 
troops  might  engage  them  upon 
fomething  approaching  to  equal 
terms  in  the  final  affault.  If  to 
this  it  be  oppofed,  that  his  fleet 
of  heavy  capital  fhips  was  expofed 
to  great  rifque  and  danger,  by 
lying  fo  long  without  fhelter,  upon 
an  inhoipitable  eoall,  which  could 


not  afford  any,  and  in  a  moll  crL 
tical  feafon  of  the  year;  it  may 
well  be  anfwered,  that  this  very 
circumftance  afforded  the  ftrongeft 
motive  for  immediately  attacking 
his  enemy  ;  and  confequently  could 
afford  no  reafonable  caufe  for  de¬ 
laying  that  attack,  vvhilft  the  de- 
fenfive  ftrength  on  the  other  fide 
was  daily  increaflng. 

Whatever  motives  operated  upon 
the  French  commander  in  the  firff 
inftance,  it  feems  as  if  his  temper 
or  patience  failed  him,  in  waiting 
the  flow  refult  of  fap  in.  the  fecond. 
It  is  poflible,  that  his  approaches 
had  already  cod  him  more  time 
than  he  expected  ;  that  the  refin¬ 
ance  was  alfo  much  greater  ;  that, 
as  his  batteries  produced  very  little 
effedl  upon  the  Britifh  works,  he 
was  difappointed  in  that  refpe£t 
likewife  ;  and  that  he  finally 
placed  too  great  a  confidence  in 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

However  that  was,  after  a  very 
heavy  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment  for  feveral  hours,  the  allies 
attacked  the  Britifh  iines, 
with  their  utmeft  force,  '  9' 
and  with  great  fury,  a  little  before 
day-light.  The  firing  began  on 
the  left  of  the  Britifh  lines,  but 
foon  after  became  general.  As  it 
was  flili  too  dark  to  perceive  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
uncertain  where  their  principal 
attacks  would  take  place,  no 
change  was  made  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  Britiffi  troops ;  but  each 
command  waited  coolly  in  its  poll, 
prepared  for,  and  expelling,  what¬ 
ever  could  happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  on 
both  flanks  of  the  lines,  was  fo 
favourable  to  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy,  that  the  defed  could 
not  be  remedied  by  all  the  (kill 

[O]  2  and 


*2i2]  ANNUAL  RE 

and  endeavours  of  the  engineer. 
Thus  an  attack  was  to  be  expected, 
towards  either  or  both  of  the 
points.  A  fwampy  hollow  way  on 
the  right,  might  bring  the  enemy 
under  cover  to  within  a  very  fmall 
diftance  of  feme  of  the  principal 
works  ;  on  the  left,  the  approach 
was  not  fo  well  covered  ;  but  the 
ground  being  firm  and  clear, 
feemed  better  calculated  for  the 
operation  of  regular  troops,  or  at 
leaft  more  inviting  to  them,  than 
that  on  the  other  fide.  The  French 
being  likewife  encamped  on  that 
fide,  it  was  expeded  that  they 
would  dired  their  whole  force  to 
that  point ;  and  that  the  attack  on 
the  other,  if  really  undertaken, 
would  be  left  to  the  Americans. 

The  grand  attack  was,  however, 
directed  to  the  right,  whither, 
D’Eftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower 
of  both  armies,  and  \^as  accompa 
nied  by  all  the  principal  officers  of 
each.  They  advanced  in  three  co¬ 
lumns,  under  cover  of  the  hollow 
we  have  mentioned  ;  but  it  feems, 
that  through  the  darknefs,  they 
took  a  greater  circuit,  and  got 
deeper  in  the  bog,  than  they  need¬ 
ed  or  intended  to  have  done ;  a 
circumflance,  which  befides  a  lofs 
of  critical  time,  could  fcarcely  fail 
of  producing  fome  difarrangement 
or  diforder.  The  attack  was, 
however,  made  with  great  fpirit, 
and  lupported  with  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  obftinate  perfeve- 
rance.  A  redoubt  on  the  Ebene- 
zar  road,  was  the  fcene  of  much 
addon,  lofs  and  gallantry.  It  was 
ohftinately  defended  by  Captain 
Taws;  the  enemy  planted  two 
Hand  of  colours  on  it;  the  parapet 
was  covered  with  their  dead  ;  at 
length  the  brave  captain  fell,  gal¬ 
lantly  fighting  in  his  redoubt ; 
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his  fword  being  plunged,  at  the 
inftant  of  death,  in  the  body  of 
the  third  enemy  whom  he  had 
flain  with  his  own  hand.  His 
place  was  inflan tly  and  equally 
(applied  by  Captain  Wickham  ; 
who,  with  better  fortune,  dif- 
played  ads  of  the  moft  fignal 
valour. 

’  While  the  con  did  was  drill  du¬ 
bious  and  bloody,  particularly  at 
that  redoubt,  the  {kill  and  defign 
which  operated  in  the  conftrudion 
of  the  new  works,  were  difplayed 
with  great  advantage.  Three  bat¬ 
teries  which  were  occupied  by  fea- 
men,  took  the  enemy  in  aimed 
every  diredion  ;  and  made  fuch 
havock  in  their  ranks,  as  caufed 
fome  little  diforder,  or  at  leaft  oc- 
cafloned  a  paufe  in  their  violence. 
At  that  critical  moment  of  deci- 
rfion,  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  ma¬ 
rines  advanced  fuddenly  from  the 
lines,  and  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  ditch¬ 
es  and  works  amongft  them,  that 
in  an  inftant,  the  redoubt,  and  a 
battery  to  its  right,  were  totally 
cleared  of  them.  The  vidors  did 
not  purfue  their  advantage  with 
lefs  vigour  than  they  had  gained 
it.  The  enemy  were  broken,  rout¬ 
ed,  and  driven  in  the  greateft  dif¬ 
order  and  confufion,  through  the 
abbatis  into  the  fwamp.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  three  companies  of 
the  moft  adive  troops  in  the  army, 
who  were  ordered  to  fuftain  the 
grenadiers,  could  not,  with  all 
their  celerity,  come  in  for  any 
{hare  of  the  honour. 

Although  it  was  then  day,  vet 
the  fog  and  the  fmoke  together 
caufed  fo  great  a  darknefs,  that 
the  general  could  form  no  accurate 

judgment. 
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judgment,  either  as  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  or  the  ciifpofitions  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  as  a  conftant  firing 
was  ftill  heard  iii  different  parts  of 
the  lines,  thefe  circumftances,  all 
together,  prevented  his  venturing 
to  purfue  the  enemy,  in  their 
flight  and  confufion  acrofs  the 
morafs.  They  were,  however, 
eyery  where  repulfed  ;  but  as  that 
was  done  elfewhere  with  lefs  diffi¬ 
culty,  fo  their  lofs  was  proportion¬ 
ally  fmaller.  As  the  day  cleared, 
the  works  and  ditches  near  the 
Ebenezar  redoubt,  prefented  fuch 
a  fpedlacle  of  killed,  and  wounded, 
as  fome  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
faid,  had  only  been  equalled  at 
Bunker’s  hill.  At  ten  o’clock,  the 
enemy  requeued  a  truce,  with 
leave  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carry 
off  the  wounded  ;  the  firft  was 
granted  ;  but  a  reftrittion  laid  in 
point  of  diftance  as  to  the  relf. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was,  by  the  loweft 
calculations,  eftimated  from  a  thou- 
fand  to  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French  acknowledged  44  officers, 
and  about  700  private  men,  on 
their  fide  only.  The  amount  of 
the  American  lofs  was  not  acknow¬ 
ledged.  It  was  faid,  that  nothing 
but  mutual  reproach,  and  the  molt 
violent  animofity,  now  took  place 
between  the  new  allies.  Each  ac¬ 
cused  the  other  with  bad  conduit 
or  bad  performance,  and  being  the 
author  of  his  own  particular  lofs 
or  difgrace.  It  was  even  faid,  that 
the  troops  on  both  fides  were  with 
difficulty  reftrained  from  proceed¬ 
ing  to  extremities ;  and  that  the 
French  and  American  commanders 
and  principal  officers,  were  as  little 
fatisfied  with  each  other  as  the  pri¬ 
vate  men.  It  was  likewife  fup- 
paied,  that  a  ftrong  previous  jea- 
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louly  had  fubfifted  on  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fide,  from  D’Eflatng’s  fum- 
moni^g  the  place  to  furrender  to 
the  arms  of  the  French  King  only. 

However  thefe  things  might  be, 
nothing  wa,;  thought  of  after  by 
either  party,  but  the  means  of  get¬ 
ting  away,  with  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  fpeed  and  fafety.  But  it  was 
neceffary  to  mafk  this  purpofe,  by 
Hill  lupporting  the  appearance  of  a 
blockade.  The  removal  of  the 
French  heavy  artillery,  baggage, 
fick,  and  wounded,  was  particu¬ 
larly  a  work  of  time,  labour,  and 
difficulty.  Great  civilities  now 
palled  between  the  French  camp 
and  the  Britilh  lines  ;  and  num- 
berlefs  apologies  were  offered,  for 
the  refufal  with  refpeft  to  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children.  They  were 
now  prefled  to  place  themfelves  in 
the  fituation  which  they  had  then 
requefted  ;  and  a  particular  fhip 
of  war  and  commander  were  nam¬ 
ed,  for  the  reception  of  Mrs.  Pre- 
voft,  her  children,  and  company. 
The  anfwer  was  blunt  and  fol- 
dierly  ;  that  what  had  been  once 
refufed,  and  that  in  terms  of  in- 
fult,  could  not  in  any  circumftance 
be  deemed  worth  the  acceptance. 

The  celebrated  Polifh  Count  Po- 
lalki,  whole  name  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned  in  the  American  war, 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  ac¬ 
tion.  M.  D’Eftaing  himfelf  was 
forely  wounded  in  two  places. 
Major-General  de  Fontange,  with 
fome  other  French  officers  of  di- 
ftinction,  were  likewife  wounded. 
The  lofs  on  the  Britifn  fide  was  in- 
conceiveably  frnall.  Too  much 
could  not  be  faid  in  praife  of 
every  order  of  men  who  compofed 
the  defence  of  the  Savannah.  The 
Joyalifts  of  both  the  Carolinas 
were  diftinguilhed ;  nor  lhould  it 

be 
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be  forgotten,  that  the  Captains  and 
failors  of  the  tranfports  took  their 
flation  in  the  batteries,  with  the 
fame  alacrity  as  their  brethren  in 
the  royal  fervice. 

In  fomething  more  tlym  a  week. 

Oft.  ,3th.  the  clearing  up 

or  a  log,  it  was  chl- 
covered,  that  the  French  and 
Americans  had  abandoned  their 
camps  in  the  preceding  night. 
Some  purfuitwas  made,  but  it  was 
foon  found,  that  they  had  broken 
down  all  the  bridges  behind  them, 
and  purfued  their  refpeflive  routs 
with  the  greateft  celerity.  It  was 
computed,  that  the  French  did 


not  lofe  lefs  in  every  way,  than 
1500  men  on  this  adventure.  Their 
commander  found  his  fleet,  as  much 
out  of  heart  and  condition,  and 
nearly  as  fickly  as  his  army.  He 
accordingly  totally  abandoned  the 
coaft  of  America,  about  the  ift  of 
November,  and  proceeded  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  fleet  diredtly  to 
France  ;  the  reft  having  returned 
to  the  Weft-Indies,  Such  was  the 
beginning  and  ending  of  M.  D’Ef- 
taing's  American  campaign  ;  and 
fuch  the  iffue,  of  the  great  deflgns 
he  had  formed,  and  the  mighty 
hopes  he  had  conceived. 
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JANUARY. 

0  /^PHE  new  year  was  ufher- 
j[  ed  in  with  the  moft 
violent  gale  of  wind  that  has  been 
experienced  fince  the  remarkable 
One  that  happened  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  prefent  century.  It  is 
impoffible  for  bs  to  (pare  room  td 
enumerate  one-third  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  accidents  it  produced  : 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  danger 
was  univerfal  ;  and  that  every 
public  and  private  building  in  and 
near  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  the 
(hipping  in  the  river,  fuftained 
fome  damage  from  its  tempeftuous 
violence.  We  fhall  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accident,  as  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  our  affertion. 

A  hack  of  chimnies  was  blown 
down  at  the  Queen’s  palace,  which 
broke  through  the  roof  into  the 
apartments  of  three  of  the  young 
Princes.  Their  Majefties  got  up 
and  went  into  all  the  apartments, 
to  fee  if  any  of  the  children  or  fa¬ 
mily  were  hurt,  but  no  difafter 
had  happened  to  them  ;  though  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle,  that  the 
three  Princes  abovementioned  were 
not  killed  in  their  beds. 

Advices  from  Oxford,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Norwich,  and  almoft  eve¬ 
ry  city  and  town  of  the  kingdom 
Vol,  XXII, 


alfo  mention  great  damages  to  have 
been  fuftained  in  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  property,  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

By  the  above  gale  of  wind,  great 
damage  was  done  to  the  (hipping 
all  around  the  ifland.  The  York 
Eaft-Indiaman,  juft  arrived  froni 
Bengal,  was  run  alhore  in  Mar¬ 
gate  Roads ;  and  from  various  ac¬ 
counts  received  from  the  fea-ports* 
it  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
500  veffels  have  been  loft,  in  which, 
a  confiderable  number  of  mariners 
have  perifhed.  What  is  very  re¬ 
markable  and  providential,  the 
fouthern  channel  felt  none  of  its 
fury,  fo  that  the  fleet  of  merchant¬ 
men  and  convoy,  which  had  juft 
failed  from  St.  Helen’s,  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  without  knowing 
that  fuch  a  ftorm  had  happenedi 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  on 
board  the  Ruff  el  Man  of  War, 
dated  Spithead,  fan .  1.  contain - 
ing  an  Account  of  the  running 
down  of  the  London  E aft  -  India - 
man. 

“  We  failed  from  hence  on  Sa¬ 
turday  laft  the  2,6th  ult.  with  one 
of  the  fined  fleets  ever  feen  ;  but* 
alas !  we  met  with  our  ufual  ill- 
luck.  On  Monday  laft,  o(F  Ber¬ 
ry-Head*  it  blowing  a  frefh  breeze# 
and  under  dofe-reefed  top-fails. 
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the  wind  at  fouth-wefl,  being  near 
the  London  Eafl-Indiaman,  and 
finding  we  could  not  weather  her, 
lhe  on  one  tack  and  we  on  the 
other,  we  bore  away,  during  which, 
lhe  clapped  her  helm  a- weather, 
and' we  ran  right  on  board,  which. 
Hove  in  her  bow ;  in  half  an  hour 
die  funk,  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew  perifhed  ;  out  of  160  only 
50  were  faved  !  it  was  a  molt  dif- 
mal  fcene  to  behold  the  men  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  gunnel  as  lhe  went 
down.  What  rendered  the  fcene 
Hill  more  melancholy,  a  man  of 
war’s  boat  with  feveral  hands,  who 
very  humanely,  at  the  rifque  of 
their  own  lives,  had  picked  up 
ten  or  eleven  of  the  London’s  crew, 
and  were  endeavouring  to  fave 
more,  got  diredtfy  over  the  place 
where  lhe  went  down,  the  fudtion 
of  which  was  fo  great,  that  it  drew 
the  boat  under,  and  tney  all 
perifhed.  More  of  the  crew  would 
have  been  faved,  but  that  they 
were  kept  at  the  pumps  too  long, 
in  order,  if  pefiible,  to  fave  the 
fhip.  Our  head  and  cut-water  are 
entirely  gone,  and  our  bowfprit, 
I  believe,  is  fprung,  as  we  carried 
away  the  fore-malt  and  bowfprit. 
We  faved  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hands.  The  Refource  was  lent 
by  the  admiral  to  take  care  of  us, 
fearing  we  might  prove  leaky; 
bur,  thank  God,  we  are  not, 
though,  her  anchor  went  through 
our  bow.” 

j  At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Greenwich  -  hofpital,  which 
burnt  molt  furioufly.  At  ten 
o’clock  the  chapel  (the  molt  beau¬ 
tiful  in  the  kingdom,)  the  dome 
on  the  fouth-ealt  quarter  of  the 
building,  and  the  great  dining- 
hall,  were  entirely  confumed.  The 
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refervoirs  at  the  top  of  the  build¬ 
ing  were  unfortunately  a  1  mo  It 
empty,  and  no  water  to  be  had 
for  fome  time,  but  by  a  line  of 
penfioners  who  handed  buckets 
from  the  Thames  ;  but  this  fupply 
was  fo  very  inadequate,  that:  the 
fire  raged  for  feveral  hours  with 
unreftrained  fury  :  a  great  many  of 
the  wards  were  deftroyed,  and  the 
well  wing,  in  which  is  the  beauti¬ 
ful  painted  -  hall,  was  in  great 
danger,  as  the  wind  fet  that  way.. 
About  eleven  o’clock  feveral  en¬ 
gines  arrived  from  London,  and 
the  lire  was  got  under  in  the  even¬ 
ing..  The  damage  done  is  iis- 
menfe,  and  it  will  celt  a  very  large 
fum  to  reifore  the  hofpital  to  its 
former  beauty  and  elegance.  The 
fire  began  in  the  taylor’s  fhop, 
wherein  the  men  had  been  at  work 
the  preceding  day,  but  had  ming¬ 
led  holiday  rejoicing  too  much  with 
their  labours. 

The  following  are  the  wards 
burnt  down  at  the  late  fire  at 
Greenwich-hofpital,  viz.  King’s, 
Queen’s,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
of  York’s,  and  An  foil’s,  befides 
two  or  three  others  confiderably 
damaged  that  are  in  that  quarter: 
the  walls  however  of  the  mall,  to¬ 
gether  with  that  of  the  chapel, 
remain  nearly  entire.  The  grand 
hall  has  not  fuflained  the  lead  in¬ 
jury,  the  fire  being  confined  to  the 
fouth-eafl  quarter. 

B  ung  the  day  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  Admiral  Keppel 
at  Portsmouth,  at  nine  in  the 
morning  Admiral  Pye,  as  admiral 
of  the  white,  and  prefident  of  the 
court  martial,  hoifled  his  flag  on 
board  the  Britannia.  See  Appendix. 

Edinburgh ,  "Jan.  8.  The  towns 
ofGlafgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Dun¬ 
fermline,  Kilmarnock,  Stirling, 
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£)unfe,  &C.  and  a  great  many 
others,  entered  into  resolutions  to 
oppofe  to  the  utmoft  any  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  againil  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholick?* 

A  great  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Glafgow  alfo  formed 
themfelves  into  a  Society  to  oppofe 
the  Roman  Catholick  bill,  the 
fame  as  the  Society  at  Edinburgh, 
under  the  denomination  of  friends 
to  the  Protehant  intereh. 

Kirkwall,  in  Orkney ,  December  12. 
The  Brig  Fortune  is  returned 
from  Sulifoery  to  Stromnefs  har¬ 
bour,  having  carried  home  the 
nine  men  who  had  been  left  upon 
that  rock,  all  of  them  in  better 
health  than  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled.  They  were  19  days  and 
nights  upon  the  illand,  the  great- 
ell  part  of  that  time  being  as  tem- 
peltuous  weather  as  has  been  known 
there  for  many  winters  paft.  They 
built  a  hut  for  themfelves  of  hone 
and  fods,  the  wooden  battons 
which  they  carried  along  with 
them  to  kill  the  Seals  Supported 
the  roof,  which  was  of  Sod  and 
feal-fkir,  ;  but  it  could  not  keep 
out  the  rain  and  Spray  from  the 
Sea,  with  which  the  whole  illand  is 
covered  when  the  wind  blows  high. 
As  chey  had  no  lire,  they  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  eating  the 
flefh  of  young  Seals  raw,  different 
kinds  of  Sea  weed,  particularly 
dulfe,  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fcurvy-grafs.  They  Suffered 
moll  by  want  of  blankets  to  keep 
them  warm  in  the  night  time. 
They  endeavoured  to  Supply  this 
by  mats,  which  they  made  of  long 
withered  grafs,  with  which  this 
illand  is  covered  in  the  winter  Sea- 
Son  ;  but  as  thefe  and  their  clothes 
were  conllantly  wet,  it  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  intention. 
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At  Hicks’s  Hall  yeher-  . 
day,  John  Powel  was  tried  !4L 
on  an  indidlment  for  healing  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  burying-ground 
of  St.  George’s,  Hanover-Square  ; 
when  he  was  Sentenced  to  be  pub- 
lickly  whipped,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  inilidted. 

At  the  Quarter-fefiions  of  the 
Peace  for  Surry,  held  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s-hill,  Southwark,  Humphry 
Finnimore,  ESq;  a  perfon  of  70 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  an  in¬ 
come  of  upwards  of  500I.  a  year, 
was  convided  of  healing  five  tur- 
kies,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Plumphries,  maher  of  the  Gipfy- 
houSe,  near  Norwood. 

The  fefiions  ended  at  the  r  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol-  1  C 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Pierre  Maffeau,  for 
burglarioully  breaking  and  enter¬ 
ing  the  dwelling  -  houfe  of  John 
Harriot,  the  White  Horfe  Cellar, 
in  Piccadilly,  with  an  intent  to 
Ileal  ;  he  was  recommended  by 
the  jury  as  an  objedl  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  mercy ;  John  Hutton,  for 
healing  a  lamb,  the  property  of  John 
Vinten,  out  of  the  Iheep-pens  in 
Smithfield  ;  Henry  Hall,  William 
Helfdon,  and  Thomas  Ofoorn,  for 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Mr.  Wood,  at  Mill  Hill,  Hen¬ 
don,  and  healing  a  quantity  cf 
houfehold  furniture  ;  William 
Binns  and  John  Bird,  for  robbing 
Anne  Hanams  on  the  highway  of 
a  bundle  of  linen. 

Philip  Sherwin,  for  a  rape  on 
his  own  daughter,  a  child  of  ten 
years  of  age,  was  acquitted. 

Plymouth,  Jan.  26.  On  Satur¬ 
day  night  la  ft,  between  the  hours 
of  11  and  12,  a  man  was  discover¬ 
ed  on  the  wall  of  the  dock  yard, 
near  the  hemp  houfe.  The  watch- 
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man  ftationed  there,  immediately 
fired,  on  which  he  jumped  off, 
and  although  inftantly  purfued 
could  not  be  found.  The  method 
he  made  ufe  of  to  get  on  the  wall, 
was  by  the  means  of  a  large  ftfh- 
hook  fattened  to  a  fmall  cord:  this 
was  thrown  over  the  wall,  by  which 
means  he  hauled  himfelf  up  :  in 
his  hand  he  took  a  fmall  rope  with 
a  bafket  fixed  to  it,  in  which  wks 
contained  a  pint  bottle  of  gunpow¬ 
der,  fome  match,  and  a  dark  lan¬ 
tern  :  it  was  fuppofed  he  intended 
(when  got  on  the  wall)  to  pull 
thefe  materials  after  him.  A  long 
piece  of  match  was  faltened  to  the 
bottle,  and,  what  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  a  window  of  the  hemp-houfe 
was  left  open  at  the  place  he 
afcended.  The  fcheme  feems 
highly  probable  to  have  been  con¬ 
certed,  as  it  happened  on  a  very 
dark  night,  and  when  the  yard¬ 
men  were  paid  off,  as  on  chafe 
.nights  they  generally  drink  rather 
freely.  Several  of  the  people  be¬ 
longing  to  the  hemp  houfe  have 
been  examined,  but  nothing  has 
tranfpired  to  effect  a  difcovery. 

Died,  On  the  20th  of  this 
month,  in  the  morning,  at  his 
houfe  on  the  Adel  phi  Terrace, 
univerfally  lamented,  David  Gar- 
ri  k,  Efq;  the  fird  of  aftors,  the 
ji  „'t  affectionate  hufband,  the 
kw.deft  relation,  the  moft  gene¬ 
rous  benefactor,  and  the  warmed 
friend.  By  his  uncommon  thea¬ 
trical  talents,  he,  for  near  forty 
years,  continued  to  command  the 
unbounded  applaufe  of  an  admir¬ 
ing  public,  and  gave  a  new  luitre 
and  dignity  to  the  prcfefiion  itfelf, 
of  which  he  was  fo  dillinguifhed 
an  ornament.  In  private  life  he 
was  fo  amiable,  that  he  was  not 
only  the  familiar  companion,  but 


the  intimate  friend,  of  fome  of  the 
fird  characters  of  the  age,  by  whom 
his  lofs  is  molt  fevexely  felt,  and 
moll  fincerely  regretted.  He  had 
for  many  years  been  unfortunately 
afflicted  with  fits  of  the  done  and 
gravel,  which  at  length  affeCted 
his  kidnies,  and  occafionea  his 
death,  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of 
his  age.  For  the  lad  four  days  of 
his  life  he  laboured  under  a  fup- 
preffion  of  urine,  which  brought 
on  a  mortification,  and  thence  put 
a  period  to  his  exiltence  :  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  he  expired 
without  exprefhng  the  lead  fenfa- 
tlon  of  pain,  nor  did  he  appear  to 
have  felt  any  for  more  than  thirty 
hours  preceding  the  moment  of 
his  death. 

The  managers  of  Drury-Lane., 
as  a  token  of  their  rep-ard  for  Mr. 
Garrick’s  memory,  fhut  up  the 
houfe  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his 
death,  and  no  play  was  performed 
there  that  evening.  The  compli¬ 
ment  was  not  handfomer  than  it 
was  jud. 

Mr.  Garrick’s  diforder  was,  (as 
Mr.  Pott  predicted  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  body)  the  palfy  in 
the  kidnies,  which  mouldered 
away  on  being  handled.  The 
du£ts  leading-  from  the  kidnies  to 
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the  bladder  were  fo  dopped,  that 
a  probe  would  not  pafs  through 
them.  In  the  bladder  was  a  done 
the  iize  of  a  pullet’s  egg ;  but 
with  that  he  might  have  lived 
many  years.  Twelve  months  fince 
Mr.  Pott  fearchcd  the  bladder, 
and  no  llone  was  there;  fo  that  it 
mud  have  accumulated  within 
that  time;  the  heart,  liver,  and 
lungs  were  found,  the  intellines 
adhered  to  the  fides ;  and  Mr.  Pott 
declared  he  never  faw  a  Abject  fo 
internally  fate 

The 
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The  exa£t  amount  of  the  duty 
on  hops  for  1778,  is  169,345!. 
9s.  9d.  which  is  115,000!.  more 
than  any  former.  The  hock  in 
hand  is  nearly  equal  to  four  years 
confumption. 


FEBRUARY. 

^  The  corpfe  of  David  Gar¬ 
rick,  iEfq;  was  interred  in 
Weftminfter  Abbey,  with  great 
funeral  pomp  and  ldlemnity, 

* - His  pall  was  fupported  by 

Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  Offory, 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Rigby,  Hon.  Mr. 
Stanley,  J.  Patterfon,  Efq;  Duke 
of  Devonfhire,  Earl  Spencer,  Vif- 
count  Palmerfton,  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne,  Albany  Wal¬ 
lis,  Efq;  And,  from  his  late  houfe 
on  the  Adelphi  Terrace,  the  hearfe 
was  followed  by  more  than  50 
coaches  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  in  and  about  the  me¬ 
tropolis. 

By  his  will,  he  left  his  bull  of 
Snakefpeare  (after  his  wife’s  death,) 
and  his  collection  of  old  plays,  to 
the  Britifh Mufeum  ;  and  the  houfes 
in  Drury-Lane,  which  he  bought 
of  the  fund  for  decayed  aCbors  of 
the  theatre  there,  back  again  to 
that  fund.  As  the  public  is  no 
farther  interefled  in  his  will,  it 
were  wafte  of  room  to  record  it. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Here¬ 
ford  ,  and  baptifed  Feb.  28,  1716. 
His  will  is  dated  September  24, 
1778,  and  he  died  fan.  20,  1779. 
He  is  faid  to  have  died  worth 
j 00, cool.  He  appointed  Lord 
Camden,  Plight  Hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  John  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
Albany  Wallis,  Efq;  executors  of 
his  will. 
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Edinburgh ,  Feb.  3.  On  Friday 
lad,  copies  of  the  following  letter 
were  dropt  in  the  different  flreets 
and  lanes  in  the  city  of  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

“  Men  and  Brethren, 

((  Whoever  (hail  find  this  letter 
will  take  as  a  warning;  to  meet  at 
Leith  Wynd  on  Wednesday  next 
in  the  evening,  to  oull  down  that 
pillar  of  Popery  lately  ereded 
there. 

A  Protestant. 

Edinburgh  ‘Jan.  29,  1 779. 

“  P.  S.  Pleafe  to  read  this  care~ 
fully,  keep  it  clean,  and  drop  it 
fomewhere  elfe.  For  King  and 
Country.  Unity.” 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  a 
mob  laft  night  affembled  at  a  houfe 
at  the  foot  of  Chalmer’s  Clofe, 
part  of  which  was  intended  for  a 
Popifh  church,  but  had  not  hither¬ 
to  been  occupied  ;  the  reft  of  the 
building  was  pofteffbd  by  a  clergy¬ 
man  of  that  profefiion.  They  be¬ 
gan  by  breaking  the  windows,  but 
their  number  being  greatly  in- 
creafed,  they  proceeded  to  deftroy 
the  furniture,  and  at  laft  fet  it  on 
fire.  The  magiftrates  attended, 
and  ufed  every  means  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them  from  ac- 
complilhing  their  defign,  but  in 
vain  ;  for  notwithstanding  their 
efforts,  and  thole  of  the  city  guard, 
and  a  party  of  the  fouth  fenci- 
bles,  the  whole  infide  of  the  houfe 
was  reduced  to  allies.  This  fore¬ 
noon  a  party  of  the  fame  rioters, 
it  is  imagined,  attacked  the  chapel 
in  Black-friars- wynd,  the  whole 
furniture  of  which,  together  with  % 
valuablecolledtion  of  books  See.  they 
either  deftroyed  or  carried  off.  A  l  - 
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line,  as  Bofton  now  fufrered.  The 
Warren-,  a  fine  new  frigate,  of  32 
eighteen  and  twelve  pounders, 
with  five  others,  from  20  to  24 
guns,  one  of  16,  and  one  of  18, 
were  all  blown  up.  Six  armed 
brigs  or  floops,  from  14  to  16  guns 
each,  with  one  of  12,  met  the 
fame  fate.  The  whole  number  of 
armed  veffels  deftroyed  or  taken, 
including  two,  which  the  fquadron 
took  on  their  paffage,  amounting 
to  nineteen.  A  force,  little,  if  at 
all  inferior,  whether  with  refpeft 
to  flips  or  guns,  to  the  navy  royal 
of  England,  for  feveral  years  after 
the  acceffion  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Twenty-four  fail  of  tranfports 
were  like  wife  deftroyed,  and  fome 
provifion  veifels  taken.  As  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  defpicable  than 
the  conduct  of  S^ltonflall,  fo  no  man 
coffd  be  more  execrated  than  he 
was  by  his  countrymen.  It  is  even 


faid,  that  the  indignation  and 
rage  of  the  land  forces  role  fo 
high  upon  the  common  difgrace 
which  the v  were  obliged  to  (hare 
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in,  that  they  could  not  refrain 
from  coming  to  blows  with  the  Tea¬ 
men,  in  the  courfe  of  their  fubfe- 
auent  return  bv  land.  It  mu  ft, 

x  J  1 

however,  be  acknowledged,  that 
the  Americans  were  not  able  to 
cope  with  the  royal  fquadron,  in 
an  open  and  regular  lea  fight,  and 
that  the  fuperior  force  and  weight 
of  metal  of  the  Raifonable,  afford¬ 
ed  fufticient  caufe  of  terror  to  fri¬ 
gates.  But  the  panes,  windings, 
and  (hallows  of  the  river,  might 
have  ferved  much  to  leffen  that  fu- 
periority  ;  and  at  any  rate,  except¬ 
ing  the.effufion  of  blood,  the  moft 
defperate  reii fiance  could  not  have 
been  attended  with  more  fatal  con- 
fequences  than  their  ignominious 
flight*. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Admiral  Byron  takes  the  command  in  the  TVeJl  Indies.  Endeavours  to 
drank)  M.  D'Efaing  to  an  engagement  vj  it  bout  effect.  Mortality  at  St. 
Lucia.  Mr.  Byron  convoys  the  home-ward -hound  trade.  Lcjs  of  the 
ijland  cf  St.  Vincenfs,  during  the  ah  fence  of  the  feci.  French  feet  re¬ 
inforced  by  the  arrival  of  M.  de  la  Metre  ;  proceeds  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Granad.es .  Lands  a  body  cf forces ,  which  invef  the  Hof  filed  Hill 
in  the  if  and  of  Granada.  Attach  the  works  by  night ,  and  cany  them 
by  form.  Lord  Macartney  propofes  to  capitulate . ;  hut  the  terms  offered 
by  D'  Ef  aing  being  deemed  inadmiffble ,  fur  renders  the  fort  and  if  and  at 
dijeretion.  Admiral  Byron  returns  to'  St.  Lucia ;  proceeds  with  lie 
feet  a.ud  army  for  the  recovery  of  St.  Vincenfs.  Receives  intelligence 
at  fea  cf  the  attach  upon  Granada,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  great  fu- 
periority  cf  the  French  feet,  changes  his  courfe  in  order  to  fucccur  that 
if  land.  Different  views  and  conduct  cf  the  hoftile  commanders .  En¬ 
gagement.  Extraordinary  alls  of  gallantry.  Vice-admiral  Barrington 
wounded.  French  perfevere  in  their  reflation  of  not  cotning  to  a  cf] e 
action,  Views  of  the  Brit  if  commanders  totally  changed,  upon  dijeo- 
vering  that  the  ijland  voas  already  loft ,  as  they  had  no  force  capable  of 
attempting  its  recovery.  Vrarf forts  and  difablcd  ftps  fent  of  to  St. 

Chn ftepher' s  in  the  evening.  Followed  next  day  by  the  feet  ;  the 
enemy  having  returned  to  Granada  in  the  night.  Prodigious  loj's  of  men 
cn  the  French  fde  accounted  for.  Claim  a  victory  ;  and  upon  what 
ground.  M.  D  ’Eft  aing  dir  efts  his  operations  to  the  northvjard.  Fif-fi 
ebjee},  the  reduction  of  Georgia.  —  Second ,  an  attack  upon  New  York, 
in  conjunction  with  General  JVafington.  Arrives  upon  the  coaf  of 
Carolina  ;  takes  the  Experiment  man  of  war ,  and  j'ome  frigates . 
Anchors  cf  iybee.  Lands  his  troops,  and  invef  s  the  town  of  Sa¬ 
vannah.  Summons  General  Prcvoji .  Is  joined  by  General  Lincoln, 
and  Count  Polafki.  Attacks  the  Brit  if  lines,  and  is  repulfed  with 
great  faughter.  French  retire  to  their  f  ips,  and,  totally  abandon  the 
coafs  of  America. 


F  f  arrival  of  Admiral  Byron 

in  the  Weft  Indies,  juft 
after  the  double  repulfe  which 
D’Eftaing  had  met  with  at  Santa 
Lucia,  and  the  furrender  of  that 
iftand  to  Admiral  Barrington, 
threw  the  command  of  the  fleet 
into  the  hands  of  the  former  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  junction  of  the  fquadrons 
enabled  them  to  affurne  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  the  French  in  that  quar¬ 


ter.  They  accordingly  omitted 
nothing  which  could  draw  M.  !)’- 
Eftaing  to  an  engagement  ;  and 
repeatedly  infulied  him  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Port  Royal,  with  a  view 
of  provoking  him  to  quit  the  fc- 
curity  afforded  by  that  faftnefs. 
Their  endeavours  were,  however, 
fruitlefs  ;  and  that  commander 
ftmwed  a  degree  of  phlegm,  and  a 
government  of  his  temper,  which 
could  fcarcely  have  been  expected 
[*//]  4  '  from 
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frofri  his  general  character,  conli- 
dering  that  there  was  little,  if  any, 
difparity  of  force.  But  the  Bri- 
tifh  naval  fame  was  hill  ftrong  in 
memory  ;  and  the  event  of  the  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Admiral  Barrington, 
fer/ed  to  imprefs  it  with  yet  greater 
force.  The  expefia-tlon  he  was  in 
of  daily  reinforcement,  however, 
juftified  his  conduft. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  noxious  cli¬ 
mate  and  air  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Lu¬ 
cia  fpread  and  continued  a  dreadful 
mortality  among  the  Britifh  troops ; 
arid  every  day  ferved  to  render  the 
lofs  of  Dominique  the  more  ien- 
fibly  felt.  This  calamity  was  the 
more  grievous,  as  it  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  difficult  to  fupply  the 
place  of  the  brave  corps  who  ferved 
in  that  if] and  j  who,  with  refpedt 
to  difeipline,  fpirit,  and  abtual 
fervice,  could  fcarcely  have  been 
matched  by  any  equal  number  of 
troops  in  the  univerfe.  But  it  was 
not  the  fir  If  inftance,  in  which  the 
rigours  and  noxious  vapours  of  a 
fouthern  climate,  had  finifhed  the 
career  of  thole  unconquerable 
troops,  who  had  been  formed  in 
the  \yars  of  Northern  America. 

At  length,  reinforcements  ar¬ 
rived  on  both  fldes ;  Admiral 
Rowley  having  joined  the  Britifh 
fquadron,  with  feveral  Ihips  of  war 
from  Europe  ;  about  the  fame 
time,  that  M,  de  Graffe,  not- 
vvithilandinp-  the  watchfulitels  of 
the  pppojite  commanders,  arrived 
fafe,  with  a  large  convoy,  and  a 
con  fid  w  able  force,  at  Martinique, 
AltBpugfi  thefe  reinforcements  pro¬ 
duced  no  meat  difference  in  the 

o 

comparative  ftrength  of  the  hoftile 
fleets,  which  were  if  ill  pretty 
equally  balanced  in  that  re fp eft, 
yet  nothing  could  induce  D’Eftaing 
to  hazard  a  general  engagement, 
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Indeed  he  adhered  fo  pertinacioufly 
to  this  con  duel,  that  when  upon 
different  occafions  of  reparation 
in  the  Britifh  fquadron s,  or  other 
circumftances  which  Teemed  to  offer 
advantage,  he  fometimes  ventured 
to  fail  out, of  Port  Royal ;  yet,  he 
more  than  once,  under  circa  m* 
fiances  of  apparent  difgrace,  re¬ 
treated  again  into  that  harbour, 
from  the  eager  purfuit  and  infult 
of  an  enemy,  who  was  not  at  all 
fuperior  to  him  either  in  force  or 
in  number. 

An  occafion,  however,  at  length 
offered,  which  fully  demonfhrated 
the  propriety  and  judgment  of  his 
conduct,  and  amply  rewarded  the 
perfeverance  with  which  he  adhe¬ 
red  to  his  fyftem.  The  trade 
from  the  Weft  India  Iflands  to 
England,  having  affembled  at  St. 
Chriftopher’s  towards  the  middle 
of  June,  the  very  great  importance 
and  value  of  that  numerous  fleet  or 
merchantmen,  made  Admiral  By¬ 
ron  think  it  neceflfary  to  convoy 
them  with  his  whole  fquadron,  for 
fome  confiderable  part  of  the  way. 
Indeed,  no  reparation  of  it  could 
have  been  ventured  upon  with  any 
degree  of  fafety,  For  w'e  had  no 
port  in  thofe  iflands  of  fuffleient 
ftrength,  to  have  afforded  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  remaining  diviiion  of 
the  fleet,  againft  the  great  fuperi- 
ority  of  land,  as  well  as  of  naval 
force,  which  D’Eftaing  had  in  his 
bands.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
the  French  commander  would  have 
had  it  in  option  topurfue  the  con¬ 
voy,  and  if  he  even  failed  of  over¬ 
taking  it,  he  could  fcarcely  mi fs 
of  intercepting  the  fquadron  on  its 
return,  which  had  been  fentforits 
protection.  The  meafure  of  afford¬ 
ing  a  ftrong  protection  to  the  trade, 
was  the  more  indifpenfible,  as  it 

was 
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was  known,  that  M.  de  la  Motte 
Piquet  was  then  on  his  way  from 
France  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement 
to  D’Eflaing;  and  no  common  or 
ordinary  convoy  would  have  been 
fufficient  for  the  protection  of  the 
trade,  in  cafe  of  its  falling  in  with 
his  fquadron. 

No  wifdom  in  the  defign,  nor 
judgment  in  the  execution,  can  at 
all  times  prevent  meafures  from 
proving  unfortunate  ;  as  the  pre- 
fent  did  in  a  high  degree.  The 
fir  ft  confequence  of  the  departure 
of  the  fleet  was  the  lofs  of  the  va¬ 
luable  ifland  of  St.  Vincent’s;  a 
lofs  which  would  have  been  ftili 
more  thought  of,  if  it  had  not  been 
fpeedily  followed  by  a  greater. 
The  circumftances  attending  the 
lofs  of  that  ifland  were  rather  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  have  not  yec  been 
explained  in  any  manner  which 
could  afford  fatisfaClion  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  A  handful  of  French  from 
Martinique,  under  the  command 
only  of  a  naval  lieutenant,  efti- 
mated  by  one  account  a:  300,  and 
by  the  governor’s  own  at  430  meh, 
not  above  half  of  which  were  re¬ 
gulars,  ventured  to  land  upon  a 
hoftile  ifland,  garrifoned  by  feven 
companies  of  regular  troops,  under 
the  conduct  of  a  lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel,  the  garrifon  a!fo  exceeding 
the  invaders  in  number,  and  the 
ifland  inhabited  likewife  by  a  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  always  fhewn  the 
utmoft  fiercenefs  and  eagernefs  for 
war,  when  it  was  accompanied 
with  the  hope  of  plundering  the 
unfortunate  Caribbs  of  their  lands ; 
and  yet  this  ifland,  fo  circum- 
ftanced  as  to  garrifon  and  inhabi¬ 
tants,  was  delivered  up  to  the 
enemy,  without  the  filing  of  a 
fingle  (hot  on  either  fide. 

'Fhe  capitulation  was  ligned  only 
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by  Governor  Morris,  and  the 
French  lieutenant  ;  nor  can  we 
help  thinking  it  fomewhat  Angular, 
that  the  name  of  no  other  officer, 
civil  or  military,  on  the  part  of  the 
ifland,  fhould  appear  to  it.  The 
conditions  were  fufiiciently  favour¬ 
able  to  the  inhabitants,  being  in 
general  drawn  upon  the  model  of 
thofe  at  Dominique.  The  natural 
eftetft  of  that  oppreffion  and  inhu¬ 
manity,  which  the  inordinate  co- 
vetoiifnefs  of  the  planters,  had  in¬ 
duced  them  fome  years  ago  to  ex- 
ercife  upon  the  Caribbs,  and 
through  which  they  led  govern¬ 
ment  into  that  difgraceful  war  we 
have  feen  for  their  extermination, 
was  now  apparent ;  that  people 
having  immediately  joined  the 
French  upon  their  landing,  and  it 
may  well  be  fuppofed,  had  no 
finall  fhare.in  inducing  them  to 
undertake  the  expedition.  The 
terror  with  which  the  inhabitants 
now  regarded  that  people,  is  alfo 
obvious,  from  the  fervency  with 
which  they  claim  the  French  pro¬ 
tection  againft  them  in  the  articles 
of  capitulation,  ft  is  not  impoffi- 
ble  but  that  terror  contributed  to 
the  ocherwife  unaccountable  fur- 
render  of  the  ifland. 

D’Eftaing  had  the  fortune  of  be¬ 
ing  joined  by  the  reinforcement 
under  M.  de  la  Motte,  with  a  fup- 
ply  of  troops,  and  of  what  was  at 
leaft  equally  neceffary,  of  naval 
and  military  ftores  and  provifion, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  Britifh 
fleet.  His  great  fuperioricy  by  land 
and  fea,  now  neceffarily  called  him 
to  a&ion,  and  the  ifland  of  Granada 
was  the  immediate  object  of  his 
enterprize.  He  arrived  T  ,  , 

oft  that  ifland  with  a  ^  2  * 
fleet  of  five  or  fix  -  and  -  twenty 
flips  of  the  line,  with  ten  or 

twelve? 
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twelve  frigates,  and,  according  to 
their  own  report,  near  10,000  land 
forces,  including  the  marines,  on 
hoard.  The  whole  defence  of  the 
i.flancl  lay  in  about  ^ofoldiers  and 
artillery  men,  and  three  or  four 
hundred  armed  inhabitants  ;  and 
its  iirength  confided  in  a  fortified 
or  entrenched  ,  hill,  which  com¬ 
manded  the  fort,  harbour,  and  ca¬ 
pital  town  of  St.  George. 

The  French  landed  between  two 
and  three  thoufand  regular  forces, 
under  the  conduct  of  Count  Dilloir, 
on  that  evening  ;  who  the  next  day 
in  veiled  the  hill,  and  made  the 
neceffury  preparations  for  carrying 
it  by  ftorm  on  the  following  night. 
The  governor.  Lord  Macartney, 
made  every  poffible  preparation  for 
defence  ;  but  it  fee  ms  probable, 
that  he  unfortunately  placed  a 
greater  reliance  on  the  natural  and 
artificial  flrength  of  the  poft,  than 
an  experienced  military  comman¬ 
der  would  have  done.  The  French 
fay  it  was  deemed  to  afford  fo  per- 
fe£l  a  fecurity,  that  it  was  ren¬ 
dered  a  dcpoiit  for  plate,  jewels, 
and  other  moft  valuable  moveables. 
However  that  was,  or  whatever  the 
ftrength  of  the  poll,  the  defence 
was  extraordinary,  confidcring  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  force  by 
which  it  was  defended  ;  and  al¬ 
though  D’Eftaing  headed  a  column 
of  the  French  troops  in  perfon, 
they  were  repulfed  in  the  fir  ft  on- 
fet ;  but  the  fuperiority  of  number 
was  at  length  decifive,  and  they 
parried  the  lines  after  a  hard  con- 
ilia,  which  lafled  about  an  hour 
and  a  half.  The  French  are  faid 
to  have  had  300  men  killed  or 
wounded  in  this  aftault  ;  but  they 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  num¬ 
ber  in  their  own  public  account. 
Their  lofs  was,  however,  conftder- 
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able,  and  chiefly  arofe  from  a  well- 
diredled  fire  from  feme  veffels  in 
the  road,  which  galled  them  ex¬ 
ceedingly  in  their  approach. 

The  cannon  which  they  had 
taken  on  the  top  of  the  hill/  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  a  gain  ft  the 
fort,  which  then  fay  at  their  dif- 
cretion,  the  governor  was  under  a 

O 

neceiTny  of  propofmg,  what  he  had 
before  rejected,  a  capitulation. 
D’Eftaing  treated  the.  flag  with 
great  haughtinefs  ;  would  grant 
but  an  hour  and.  a  half  for  framing 
the  propofals  ;  and  when  they  were 
presented,  rejected  them  in  the 
grofs,  and  in  the  molt  peremptory 
manner.  He,  however,  framed 
fonts  terms  him  Elf,  with  which 
they  were  immediately  to  comply, 
without  the  fmalleft  deviation  on 
their  fide,  or  relaxation  on  his. 
But  thefe  were  of  fo  extraordinary 
a  nature,  that  the  governor  and 
principal  inhabitants  thought  it 
better  to  truft  to  the  law  and  cuf- 
toms  of  nations,  to  the  juft  ice  of 
one  court,  and  the  intergafr.ion  of 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  dif- 
cretion,  than  to  bind  themfelvcs  to 
fuch  unexamoled  conditions. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  D’Eftaing’s  character, 
than  the  accounts  of  his  condufl 
in  his  new  acquifition,  which  were 
fpread  about  at  that  time.  His 
continuance  in  the  ifland  of  Gra¬ 
nada  has  been  reprefented  as  a 
conftant  feene  of  feverity  and  op- 
preffion.  It  was  faid  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  indulged  in  the  moft 
unbridled  licence  ;  and  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  humanity  and 
tendernefs  ihevvn  by  the  officers  and 
private  men  of  Dillon’s  Irifh  regi¬ 
ment  to  the  inhabitants,  their  con¬ 
dition  would  have  been  too  deplor¬ 
able  to  be  endured  or  deferibed. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  Admiral  By¬ 
ron  had  returned  to  St.  Lucia, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  firft  of  the 
month  ;  his  fleet  being  now  weak¬ 
ened  by  the  convoy  which  he  had 
font  with  the  trade  to  England. 
He  there  received  the  firft  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  lofs  of  St.  Vincent’s  ; 
upon  which  intelligence  he  con¬ 
cluded  with  General  Grant,  that 
they  fhould  proceed  with  the  land 
and  naval  force  for  the  recovery  of 
that  ifland.  In  their  p adage  far 
that  ifland  they  received  the  un¬ 
welcome  information,  that  D’Ef- 
taing  had  attacked  Granada;  their 
advices  were  very  imperfect  ;  did 
not  date  the  French  fleet  at  any 
thing  near  its  real  force,  and  re- 
prefented  Lord  Macartney  to  be  in 
a  condition  which  would  enable 
him  to  hold  out  for  fome  days. 
Nor  had  they  yet  received  any  in¬ 
telligence  of  de  la  Motte’s  jundlion 
with  D’Eftaing.  They  accordingly 
changed  their  courfe  and  intention, 
and  proceeded  for  the  relief  of  the 
Granades. 

In  this  ftate  of  ignorance,  with 
refpedt  to  the  itrength  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  circumftances  of  the  ifland, 
the  Britifh  commanders  arrived 
within  fight  of  the  French  fleet, 
at  the  break  of  day,  on  the  6th  of 
July.  Their  force  confided  in  zi 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  Angle  fri¬ 
gate  ;  and  they  were  accompanied, 
and  as  things  fell  out  exceedingly 
incumbered,  by  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  tranfports  which  con¬ 
veyed  the  troops.  The  enemy  had 
been  at.  anchor  off  the  harbour  of 
St.  George’s  ;  but  having  received 
previous  information  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  they 
were  then  moftly  getting  under 
way,  and  thofe  which  had  not  al¬ 
ready  hoifted  their  anchors,  im¬ 


mediately  flipped  their  cables,  and 
kept  ft  retching  out  to  fea.  As  the 
objects  cf  the  hollile  commanders 
were  totally  different,  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  explain  them,  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  the  enfuing  engagement.  The 
Britifh  admirals  wanted  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  the  clofeft  adtion  that 
was  poffible  ;  not  only  as  a  mode 
of  fighftng  which  at  all  times  af¬ 
forded  the  greateft  advantage  to 
their  lide ;  bu:  as  affording-  the 
means,  befide's  the  relief  of  the 
ifland,  (which  they  made  no  doubt 
of)  of  obtaining  that  deeifive  fu- 
periority  in  thofe  feas  which  they 
wifhed  to  eftablifh.  On  the  other 
hand,  M.  D’Eftainp-  fought  for  no 
other  profit  or  advantage  than  the 
prefervation  of  his  new  acquiii- 
tion  ;  that  was  to  him  a  fufficient 
vidlory  ;  he  was  in  no  difpofition 
to  feek  honour  at  the  hazard  of 
that,  in  the  doubtful  iffue  of  a 
bloody  and  defperate  conflicft  with 
a  Britifh  fleet,  if  it  could  poflibly 
be  avoided;  but  he  would,  not- 
withftanding,  rifque  all  things, 
fooner  than  give  up  what  he  had 
got. 

Such  motives  operating  on  both 
Tides,  and  the  French  fhips  being 
cleaner,  and  confequendy  failing 
much  better  than  the  Englifh, 
which  threw  the  choice  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  mode  of  fight  in  a 
great  degree  into  their  hands,  the 
adtion  was  neceffarily  partial,  and 
could  nor,  without  fome  change  of 
circumftances,  have  become  ge¬ 
neral.  For  the  few  Britifh  fhips 
which  could  firft  reach  (or  in  fea 
language  fetch)  the  enemy,  were 
expofed  to  the  encounter  of  a  pro¬ 
digious  fuperiority  of  force,  and 
confequently  fuftained  great  da¬ 
mage,  before  they  could  be  fup- 

ported 
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ported  even  by  their  neareft  fel¬ 
lows ;  and  thefe  were  again,  in 
their  turn,  to  experience  the  fame 
difadvantage ;  while  feveral  fhips 
of  the  rear  divifion,  were  never 
able  to  come  at  all  into  action  ; 
and  a  dill  greater  number  of  the 
fleet  in  genera!,  could  not  obtain 
that  fhare  in  it  which  they  wifhed. 

The  firft  fignal  made  by  the  ad¬ 
miral,  on  feeing  the  difpofition, 
and  difcovering  the  intention  of 
the  enemy,  was  that  for  a  general 
chace  ;  and  the  fecond,  (he  being 
yet  ignorant,  or  rather  mifinform- 
ed,  as  to  their  drength)  was,  for 
the  fhips  to  engage,  and  to  form 
as  they  could  get  up ;  and  even 
when  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy 
was  difcovered,  the  fignal  for 
chace  was  dill  continued,  with  the 
addition  of  that  for  a  clofe  en¬ 
gagement.  About  half  pad  feven 
the  adlion  was  commenced,  by 
Admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  with  the  Captains  Saw¬ 
yer  and  Gardner,  in  the  Boyne 
and  Sultan,  having  clofed  with 
the  van  of  the  enemy.  That  dif- 
tinguifhed  commander,  with  his 
brave  colleagues,  made  and  fup- 
ported  the  attack  with  a  fpirit 
and  refolution,  which  would  have 
damped  the  highed  honour,  where 
there  had  been  none  acknowledged 
before.  But  being  obliged  to  en¬ 
dure  the  whole  weight  of  fire  from 
that  divifion  of  the  enemy,  for  a 
confiderable  fpace  of  time  before 
they  could  be  fupported,  they  dif¬ 
fered  accordingly  ;  and  befides  the 
damage  to  the  fhips,  and  lofs  of 
men,  the  vice-admiral  was  hirnfelf 
wounded. 

The  fuperiority  which  the  French 
ill  1  ps  poflefled  in  point  of  failing, 
dill  enabled  them  to  elude  every 
effort  which  was  made  by  the  Bri- 
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tifh  commanders,  to  bring  on  a 
clofe  and  a  decidve  engagement. 
The  former,  indeed,  fometirr.es 
happened  in  particular  in  dances ; 
but  it  was  only,  when  the  evolu¬ 
tions  on  both  fides,  and  the  ea- 
gernefs  on  one,  threw  a  few  of  the 
Britifli  daps  into  a  fituation,  which 
obliged  them  to  endure  a  conflict, 
with  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  Thus,  the  Grafton, 
Collingwood  ;  the  Cornwall,  Ed¬ 
wards  ;  and  the  Lion,  Cornwallis, 
fuftainea  the  whole  fire  of  the 
French  fleer,  2s  it  pafled  them 
fucccflively  on  a  tack ;  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Fanfhawe,  of  the  Monmouth, 
having  gallantly  attempted,  flngly, 
to  arrell  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy’s 
van,  hoping  thereby  to  bring  on 
a  general  action  ;  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at,  that  as  his  defign 
failed,  his  fhip  fhculd  be  little 
better  than  a  wreck.  The  Suf¬ 
folk,  Rear-Admiral  Rowley,  (who 
had  been  left  originally  for  the 
protection  of  the  tranfports)  with 
the  Fame,  Butchart,  had  likewife 
fuffered  confiderably  in  flnular  fi- 
tuations. 

The  peculiar  drcumflances  and 
fituations  of  the  fleets,  including 
perhaps  their  diftance,  together 
with  the  oppofite  views  of  the 
commanders,  brought  on  a  ceflii- 
tion  of  adlion  about  twelve  o’clock ; 
and  although  it  was  renewed  at 
two,  and  at  other  times,  in  fome 
degree,  during  the  evening,  yet 
nothing  eflential  was  done  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide.  The  objeft  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  commanders  was  now  totally 
changed,  from  what  it  had  been  at 
the  commencement  of  the  engage¬ 
ment.  §om.e  of  the  (flips  had 
puffled  their  way  boldly  during 
the  heat  of  the  aCtion,  to  the  very 
entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St. 

George\, 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [205* 


George’s,  thinking  thereby  to  ad- 
minifter  courage  at  leaft,  if  not 
fuccour,  to  their  fnppofed  friends 
in  the  garrifon  ;  bur,  to  their  ut- 
mOft  aflonifhment,  they  not  only 
beheld  French  colours  on  the  fort, 
but  were  fired  at  bv  the  batteries. 

j 

Their  main  objed,  in  the  relief 
of  the  ifland,  was  therefore  no 
more.  The  ifland  was  already 
loll!  and  their  total  inferiority  of 
force  by  fea  and  land,  rendered 
them  utterly  incapable  of  attempt¬ 
ing  its  recovery.  They  had  been 
equally  difappointed  with  refped 
to  theforce  of  the  French  fleet,  as 
to  the  lituation  of  the  ifland.  The 
care  of  the  tranfports,  had  been  a 
ccnflant  clog  upon  them  during 
the  adion  :  and  their  protedion 
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now,  along  with  that  of  thedifabled 
fhips,  were  the  great  and  only  ob- 
jeds  of  confideration. 

Three  of  thedifabled  fhips  were 
a  great  wav  a-ftern  ;  and  one  of 
them,  the  Lion,  had  fuffered  fo 
extremely,  that  being  incapable  of 
attempting  to  rejoin  the  fleet,  file 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  fingly, 
in  the  beft  manner  fhe  could,  be¬ 
fore  the  wind  ;  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  arrive  fome  time  after 
in  Jamaica,  although  in  point  of 
condition  little  better  than  a  wreck. 
It  feemed  in  the  power  of  the 
French  to  have  cut  oft  the  two 
other  difabled  fhips  ;  but  they 
would  not  hazard  the  attempt,  as 
it  would  have  been  the  means  of 
bringing  on  a  clofe  and  decifive 
adion.  Indeed  nothing  could  more 
clearly  fhew  D’Eftaing’s  inflexible 
determination  on  that  point,  which 
can  only  account  for  his  condud, 
than,  that  with  fuch  a  fuperiority 
in  his  line  of  battle,  and  fuch  a 
number  of  large  and  flout  frigates, 
he  neither  attempted  to  cut  off  the 


tranfports,  or  the  two  difabled 
Ihips ;  nor  would  even  venture  to 
detach  a  Angle  lhip  in  purfuit  of 
the  Lion. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  Bri- 
tifh  admiral  fent  inflrudions  in  the 
evening  to  the  Monmouth,  (which 
was  in  much  about  the  fame  con¬ 
dition  with  the  Lion),  as  he  like- 
wife  did  to  the  tranfports,  to  make 
the  belt  of  their  way  to  Antigua 
or  St.  Chriftopher’s.  His  line 
being  now  reduced  to  nineteen 
fhips,  of  which  feveral  were  great¬ 
ly  difabled,  was  drawn  up  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  at  about  three 
miles  diftance  from  the  enemy  ;  in 
full  expedation  of  being  attacked 
in  the  morning,  as  he  did  not 
think  it  poflible,  that  with  fo  great 
a  fuperiority,  the  French  com¬ 
mander  would  fufFer  the  tranfports 
to  be  carried  off  without  purfuit 
or  moleftation.  M.  D’Eftaing 
evidently  held  a  different  opinion, 
and  returned  with  his  fleet  to 
Granada  during  the  night. 

The  Generals  Grant  and  Mea- 
dowes,  were  fpedators  of  an  ac¬ 
tion  in  which  they  could  not  par¬ 
take,  and  felt  the  higheft  military 
rapture,  at  the  many  extraordinary 
exertions  of  gallantry  which  they 
faw  exhibited  by  their  naval 
friends ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the 
fuperiority  with  which  they  were 
contending,  had  raifed  their  ex- 
pedations  to  the  full  confidence  of 
becoming  fharers  in  a  triumph  and 
confequences  which  could  not  take 
place.  It  was  odd  enough,  that 
the  two  wrecks,  the  Monmouth 
and  the  Lion,  fliould  fall  in  with 
each  other  at  fea  ;  and  that  being 
mutually  disfigured,  Capt.  Corn¬ 
wallis,  at  leak,  miflook  the  oppo- 
Ate  for  an  enemy,  and  was  accord¬ 
ingly  bringing  up  his  torn  veflel 
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with  the  greatest  eagernef3,  to  the 
encounter  of  the  other,  which  was 
not  in  quite  fo  bad  condition. 

The  lot's  of  men  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  amounted  to  183  killed,  and 
346  wounded,  of  whom  there  were 
four  officers  in  each  lift.  This  was 
fufficientjy  moderate  ;  but  the  other 
circum fiances  of  the  actio n  were 
exceedingly  grievous ;  for  the  great 
damage  luflained  by  the  fhips, 
particularly  in  their  mads  and  rig¬ 
ging,  (and  for  which  the  chi  flan  t 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  fo  peculiarly 
calculated)  was  a  misfortune  diffi¬ 
cultly  remedied  in  that  quarter, 
and  which  mull  have  been  any 
where  attended  with  a  confiderable 
lofs  of  time.  This  afforded  fo 
prodigious  a  fuperiority  of  force 
to  the  French,  that  while  that  con¬ 
tinued,  it  was  impoffible  any  longer 
fo  difpute  the  empire  of  the  fea 
with  them  in  the  Weil  Indies. 
Such  a  date  of  things,  could  not 
but  fpread  a  great  and  general 
panic  through  all  the  Britifh 
Jflands ;  and  although  D’Eilaign 
did  not  follow  up  his  new  cor  quell 
by  any  farther  attempts ;  yet  upon 
learning-  the  weak  date  of  his 
enemy,  be  did  not  negleft  to  re¬ 
turn  the  former  vifits  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  at  Martinico,  by  parading 
for  a  day  with  his  whole  force  in 
fight  of  St.  Chridopher’s,  as  if  it 
were  to  challenge  him  to  action. 

All  accounts  concur  in  deferrh- 
inc;  the  French  lofs  of  men  in  this 
adlion  to  be  prodigious.  The 
lowed  edimate  we  have  fee n ,  dates 
it  at  2700,  of  which  the  fiain 
amount  to  1200;  but  other  ac¬ 
counts  go  higher  confidcrably  than 
three  thoufand.  So  great  a  num¬ 
ber  of  land  forces,  being  crowded 
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on  hoard  drips,  which  are  always 
rated  at  a  high  complement  with 


refpeft  to  their  crews,  will  in  fotfce 
degree  account  for  fo  great  a  lofs  ; 
to  which  may  be  added,  that  this 
engagement  confided  in  a  great 
meal  ore  on  one  fide,  of  a  fuccef- 
fi on  of  fierce  and  defperate  afifaults, 
which  made  a  dreadful  impreffion. 
in  thofe  particular  points  to  which, 
they  were  direfted.  The  French 
account  publifhed  by  authority, 
gives  no  farther  fpeciii cation  of  the 
lofs,  than  what  relates  to  the 
officers,  which  could  not  be  con¬ 
cealed.  The  number  of  officers, 
which  we  find  bv  tliefe  lids,  fo 
have  been  killed  or  wounded,  was 
confiderable,  both  in  the  naval  and 
the  land  departments.  Of  the 
former,  three  commanders  of  fhips 
were  killed  ;  and  it  feems  fiftgular, 
that  the  captain  and  five  lieute¬ 
nants  fell  in  one  fhip. 

The  French  claimed  a  viftory, 
on  the  ground,  that  they  gained 
their  objebl,  in  the  prefervation  of 
their  acquisition,  while  the  Englifh 
lod  theirs,  in  being  obliged  to 
rehnquiffi  thelfland.  The  French 
King's  letter  to  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  for  a  thankfgiving,  on  this 
occadon,  has  been  published. 

The  alarm  excited  in  the  Britifh 
Wed  India  Idands  by  the  fuperio¬ 
rity  of  the  enemy  was  not  long  li¬ 
ved  ;  for  D’Edaing’s  operations 
were  dellined  to  another  quarter ; 
nor  could  he  probably  have  at- 
chieved  anv  thin"  farther  there  if 
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it  had  been  otherwife.  The  foot¬ 
ing  which  the  Britifh  forces  had 
gaiaed  in  Georgia  and  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  was  highly  didrefiing  in  its 
prefen t  effedl,  and  dill  more  alarm¬ 
ing  with  refpecl  to  its  probable 
confequences,  to  the  Americans. 
The  fee  tie  of  a  ft  ion  was  fo  remote 
from  the  center  of  force,  and  the 
feat  of  council,  that  the  war  there 
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was  in  a  great  degree  beyond  their 
reach  ;  and  the  Britifh  marine 
force,  afforded  fuch  decifive  advan¬ 
tages  to  the  operations  of  their 
troops,  in  countries  every  where 
bordered  by  the  fea,  and  checquer- 
ed  by  inland  navigation?,  as  could 
fcarcely  be  cocnteradled  with  effedt, 
by  any  moderate  fuperiority  at 
land. 

America  had  as  yet  received  no 
very  effential  fervice,  with  relpect 
to  the  diredl  operations  of  the  war, 
from  any  co-operation  of  the 
French  arms.  The  attempt  on 
Rhode  Iftand,  in  conjunction  with 
D’Eltaing,  was  productive  of  ex¬ 
pence,  danger,  and  lofs,  without 
the  fmallelt  benefit.  Nor  did  the 
conduCt  of  that  commander  afford 
much  more  of  fatisfaCtion,  than 
the  expedition  itfelf  did  of  advan¬ 
tage.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
mi  (chief  and  danger  to  the  fouth- 
ern  provinces,  "had  taken  place 
during  the  height  of  the  connec- 
tion  ;  and  was  perhaps  fcarcely 
com  pen  fated  for  by  the  recovery  of 
Philadelphia  ;  even  throwing  that 
event  into  the  fcale,  as  an  indirect 
confequence  of  the  French  alliance; 
and  fuppofing  that  the  Britifh 
forces  would  not  otherwife  have 
abandoned  that  capital.  It  could 
not  befidcs  but  be  very  galling  to 
the  Americans,  that  the  protection, 
equipment,  and  fupplv,  afforded 
to  the  French  fleet  r t  Bofton,  finou'd 
produce  no  better  eifeCt,  than  that 
immediate  defertion  of  their  coalts, 
which  expofed  them  to  thefpathcrn 
invafion.  Upon  the  whole,  their 
new  alliance  had  not  as  yet  pro¬ 
duced  thofe  high  advantages, 
which  were  undoubtedly  held  out 
in  the  warmth  of  fpeculation  ;  nor 
even  that  proportion  of  them, 
which  might  have  been  reafonably 
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expeCied,  a»  >.ell  from  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  conneClion,  as  of  the  general 
ftate  of  affairs,  and  the  means  and 
power  of  the  ally. 

Under  fome  of  thefe  con  fide  ra¬ 
tions,  or  the  impreffion  of  all,  the 
French  court  determined  now  to 
afford  fome  effential  aid  to  their 
new  allies,  by  directing  D’Eilaing’s 
whole  force  to  their  a fii fiance  ;  or 
probably  it  was  a  part  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plan  of  the  campaign,  that  as 
foon  as  he  had  acquired  that  effec¬ 
tive  fuperiority  in  the’ Weft  Indies, 
which  thev  were  refolved  to  endow 
him  with,  he  fhould  proceed  to 
the  execution  of  the  latter  meafure. 
That  commander,  accordingly, 
having  firfi  waited  to  fee  the  French 
homeward  bound  Well  India  trade 
clear  cf  danger,  proceeded,  with 
about  22  mips  of  the  line,  and 
fomething  lefs  than  half  the  num¬ 
ber  of  large  and  heavy- metal  fri¬ 
gates,  in  all  the  pride  of  a  con¬ 
queror,  to  f.veep  the  coaffs  of 
North  America.  His  firfi  object, 
which  was  expeCied  to  be  accom- 
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plifhed  with  little  difficulty,  was 
the  defiruClicn  of  the  frnall  force 
under  General  Prevoft,  and  con- 
fequently  freeing  the  fouthern  co¬ 
lonies  from  all  their  prefent  alarm 
and  danger.  The  fecond,  was  of 
greater  importance,  and  likely  to 
be  attended  with  much  greater 
difficulty  and  danger ;  and  that 
was,  a  defign  to  attack,  in  con- 
jundlion  with  General  Wa  filing  ton, 
the  Britifh  force  at  New  York,  by 
fea  and  land  at  the  fame. time  ;  and 
thus,  by  the  reduction  of  that 
ifland  and  its  dependencies,  along 
with  the  confequent  ruin  of  the 
oppofite  fleet  and  army,  to  bring 
the  war  on  that  continent  to  a 
final  con  chaff  on. 

Through 
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Through  the  fudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  on  the  coafts  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  Georgia,  the  Experiment 
man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
three  royal  frigates,  being  totally 
unapprehenfive  of  danger,  and 
upon  feparate  fervices,  had  the 
misfortune  of  falling  in  with  them, 
and  thereby  adding  to  their  tri¬ 
umph  and  number.  The  firft,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Sir  James 
Wallace,  was  on  her  pad  age  from 
New  York  to  the  Savannah  with 
fupplies :  and  although  fhe  had 
been  already  di  fin  aided  in  a  violent 
Form,  file  made  a  gallant  and  de- 
fperate  defence  again  ft  an  irrefut¬ 
able  fuperiority  of  force,  in  the 
view  of  the  hoftile  fleet. 

General  Prevoft  was  at  this 
time  at  the  town  of  Savannah ; 
but  the  better,  if  not  the  greater 
part  of  his  force,  was  ftili  on  the 
ifland  of  Port  Royal,  in  South 
Carolina,  where  we  have  already 
feen  it  took  poll  after  the  retreat 
from  Charles  Town.  As  the 
enemy  were  makers  by  fea,  that 
corps  had  no  other  means  of  join¬ 
ing  the  main  body,  but  by  the  nu¬ 
merous  inland  navigations  which 
interfeCl  that  country.  The  in¬ 
tercepting  of  an  exprefs  by  the 
Americans,  who  conveyed  orders 
to  Colonel  Maitland  from  the  ge¬ 
neral,  for  fpeedily  joining  him  with 
the  whole  effective  body  under  his 
command,  delayed  the  meafure  fo 
long,  that  the  enemy  had  time  to 
feize  the  principal  communica¬ 
tions  before  it  could  take  effeCl. 
This  rendered  the  junction  of  that 
corps  with  the  garrifon,  upon 
which  only  any  hope  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  Savannah  could  be  founded, 
a  matter  of  great  doubt,  difficulty, 
and  danger.  The  addrefs  of  Co- 
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lonel  Maitland,  the  zeal  of  his 
troops,  with  the  diftinguifhed  fer¬ 
vices  of  Lieutenant  Goldefbrough 
of  the  navy,  were  happily  found 
fuperior  to  all  thefe  ofcftacles. 

As  D’Eftaing  was  obliged  to 
communicate  with  the  government 
at  Charles  Town,  relative  to  the 
movements  of  General  Lincoln, 
who  was  to  a  Cl  in  concert  with 
him  in  the  intended  reduction  of 
Georgia,  this  probably  induced 
fome  delay  with  refpect  to  his  own 
operations  ;  fo  that  although  he  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  coaft  about  the  fir  ft  of 
September,  it  was  more  than  a 
week  after,  before  the  whole  fleet, 
amounting-  to  above  40  0  . 
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iail,  anchored  on  tne  r  y 
bar  of  Tybee,  ar.  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Savannah.  For  the 
three  or  four  fucceeding  days,  the 
French  were  taken  up  in  palling 
their  troops,  in  fmall  American 
veflels,  through  the  Ofiabaw  in¬ 
let,  and  landing  them  at  Beaulieu, 
about  13  miles  from  the  town  of 
Savannah  ;  at  the  fame  time  that 
their  frigates  were  occupied  in 
taking  pofteffion  of  the  lower  river, 
and  of  the  different  inlets  ;  ap¬ 
proaching  as  near  to  the  town  and 
lines,  as  the  circumftances  of  wa¬ 
ter  or  of  defence  would  admit. 

On  the  15th  the  French,  with 
Polafki’s  American  light  horfe,  ap¬ 
peared  fo  near  the  Britifh  lines,  as 
to  fkirmilh  with  the  picquets;  and 
as  the  force  under  General  Prevoft, 
did  not  admit  of  his  having  any 
other  objeCl  in  view  than  the  mere 
defence  of  the  town,  his  polls  were 
contracted  within  the  cover  of  the 
artillery  on  the  works.  On  the 
following  day,  M.  D’Eftaing  feat 
in  a  haughty  fummons  to  the  ge¬ 
neral,  to  furrender  the  place  to 
the  arms  of  his  mofl  Chriliian 

Majefty. 
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Majefly.  He  vaunted  in  high  lan¬ 
guage,  that  he  commanded  the 
lame  troops,  a  detachment  of 
whom  had  recently  taken  the  Hof- 
pital  Hill  in  Granada  by  Itorrn  ; 
notwithftanding  that  its  natural 
and  artificial  ftrength  was  fo  great, 
that  it  was  deemed  impregnable 
by  its  defenders.  He  held  out 
the  circumltances  of  that  tranfac- 
tion  as  a  lelTon  of  caution,  to 
fhevv  the  futility,  and  the  very 
great  danger,  with  the  force  which 
the  general  had  in  his  hands,  and 
fuch  works  as  he  had  to  defend, 
if  he  ventured  to  refill  the  ardour 
of  thofe  conquering  troops : — Lord 
Macartney  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape  the  firft  tranfports  of 
their  rage — He  could  not  himfelf 
retrain  their  pillage.  General 
Prevoft  was  therefore  warned,  in 
rather  commanding  terms,  that  he 
fhould  be  perfonally  refponfible, 
for  all  the  unhappy  or  fatal  confe- 
quences,  which  might  be  the  re- 
fult  of  his  obliinacy,  in  venturing 
a  fruitlefs  refiitance  againft  a  force, 
with  which  he  was  totally  inca¬ 
pable  of  contending. 

Colonel  Maitland’s  diviiion  had 
not  yet  joined  the  garrifon  ;  nor 
was  there  any  intelligence  of  their 
fituation,  nor  knowledge  of  their 
ability  to  perform  the  junction.  In 
thefe  circumltances,  although  Ge¬ 
neral  Prevoft  and  his  officers  were 
determined,  even  with  the  force  in 
their  hands,  to  defend  the  place 
to  the  utmoll  extremity,  yet  it  was 
thought  prudent  and  neceffary  to 
gain  all  the  time  that  was  pof- 
fible;  and  this  the.  more  efpeeially, 
as  the  lines  were  ftill  in  a  very  im- 
perfedl  ftate  of  defence,  and  there 
had  not  been  lime  to  convey  the 
artillery  from  the  fhipping,  for 
the  protection,  fuch  as  they  were, 
Vol.  XXII. 


of  the  works.  The  commander 
had  the  acidrefs  to  carry  this  point. 
Meftages  paffed  backwards  and 
forwards  ;  and  at  length,  a  truce 
for  24  hours  was  agreed  upon,  to 
afford  time  for  deliberation. 

During  this  interval,  the  for¬ 
tunate  arrival  of  Colonel  Mait¬ 
land,  with  the  troops  from  Port 
Royal,  prefented  a  new  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  and  furnifhed  a  frefh  ftock 
of  ftrength  and  Ipirits  to  the  de¬ 
fence.  An  anfwer  was  accordingly 
returned,  that  they  were  unani- 
moufly  determined  to  defend  them- 
felves  to  the  laft  man.  Nothing 
could  prevent  the  Tailors  (who  had 
been  all  drawn  from  the  flrips  to 
conftrudt  and  man  the  batteries) 
from  expreffing  their  ufual  ardour, 
by  giving  three  loud  cheers,  upon 
firing  the  fignal  gun  for  the  re¬ 
commencement  of  hollilities. 

On  the  day  after  delivering  the 
fummons.  Count  DTftaing  was 
joined  by  General  Lincoln,  as  he 
had  been  before  by  Polafki.  The 
allies  to’ok  feparate  but  adjoining 
camps  ;  and  each  began  imme¬ 
diately  to  carry  on  their  approaches 
as  in  a  regular  liege.  Their  joint 
or  feparate  force  cannot  be  very 
exaftly  ascertained.  The  French 
are  faid  to  have  landed,  from  firft 
to  laft,  about  4800  regular  troops, 
befides  feme  hundreds  of  mulat- 
toes  and  free  negroes,  whom  they 
had  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies. 
Lincoln’s  force  was  continually  in- 
creafing ;  it  was  fuppofed  not  much 
to  exceed  iroo  men,  at  the  time 
of  his  junction  with  D’Eftaing  ; 
but  was  afterwards  eftimated  from. 
3000,  to  3500  men. 

No  account  has  been  given  of 
the  number  of  the  garrifon  ;  but 
it  would  feem,  from  tne  exceeding 
weakoefs  of  the  battalions,  and  an 
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examination  of  various  relative 
circumftances,  that  taking  in  all 
defcriptions  of  men,  provincial 
troops,  loyalifts,  under  whatever 
denomination,  and  Tailors,  that 
the  whole  could  not  exceed  3000 
men. 

The  fpirit,  vigour  of  exertion, 
and  perfeverance  in  toil,  which 
were  exhibited  in  carrying  on  the 
defeniive  works,  at  kail  equalled, 
if  not  exceeded,  any  thing  of  the 
fort  we  have  read  or  heard  of. 
From  the  general  to  the  private 
centinel,  from  the  commanders  of 
the  royal  frigates  to  the  common 
Teamen,  every  man  without  dif- 
tin&ion  was  employed  in  the 
hardeft  labour,  and  chearfully  un¬ 
derwent  his  fhare  of  the  toil.  At 
the  time  that  the  general  received 
the  French  fummons,  the  lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfeCt, 
but  were  not  protected  by  above 
eight  or  ten  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
and  at  the  conclulion  of  the  fiege 
or  blockade,  the  works  (by  the 
aid  of  the  /hip  guns,  and  the  un- 
ceafmg  exertion  ufed  in  landing 
and  bringing  them  forward)  were 
covered  with  a  numerous  artillery, 
amounting  to  near  100  pieces. 
Nor  was  the  labour  or  exertion 
greater  than  the  judgment  ufed  in 
their  direction.  In  this  refpeCt, 
Captain  Moncrieffe,  the  engineer, 
equally  excited  the  admiration  of 
friends  and  of  enemies.  The 
Britilh  forces  indeed  owed  much 
to  his  (kill  and  ability;  and  were 
accordingly  unanimous  in  their 
acknowledgments  of  his  fervices; 
while  the  French  officers  declared, 
that  his  works  and  batteries  fprung 
up  every  night  upon  them  like 
champignons,  He  gained  great 
honour,  and  merited  more  fub- 
JUntial  rewards. 
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The  enemy  were  by  no  mean* 
idle  in  their  endeavours  to  inter¬ 
rupt  the  works ;  but  their  efforts 
were  ineffectual.  In  the  mean 
time,  they  fpared  no  induftry  in 
carrying  on  their  own  ;  and  in 
about  a  week  after  the  fum-  , 
mens,  had  puflied.  a  fap  to 
within  300  yards  of  the  abbatis, 
to  the  left  of  the  Britifti  center. 
Although  the  ftate  of  General 
Prevoft’s  force,  rendered  him  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fparing  of  his  men,  yet 
in  the  few  conflicts  which  took 
place,  the  enemy  were  conftantly 
and  confiderably  lofers.  About 
midnight,  between  the  3d  and  the 
4th  of  October,  the  enemy  began 
a  heavy  bombardment  ;  and  at 
day-light,  they  opened  a  vehe¬ 
ment  cannonade,  with  37  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  and  nine  mor¬ 
tars,  from  their  land  batteries, 
and  16  cannon  from  the  water. 
This  cannonade  was  continued, 
with  more  or  lefs  activity,  for 
five  days.  Its  effeCt  fell  moflly 
upon  the  town ;  where,  befides 
the  deftruCtion  of  houfes  ;  women, 
children  and  negroes  were  the 
only  fufferers.  All  others  were 
in  the  works ;  and  thefe  conti¬ 
nually  acquired  additional  ftrength, 
inftead  of  fuftaining  any  effential 
damage,  during  the  violence  of 
this  cannonade. 

In  this  diftrefs  of  the  women 
and  children,  which  was  Hill  in- 
creafed  by  the  throwing  in  of 
carcaffes,  which  fet  fome  houfes 
on  fire,  the  general  wrote  a  letter 
to  D’Eftaing,  requiring  permiffion, 
that  they  ffiould  be  fent  aboard 
fhips  down  the  river,  and  placed 
under  the  protection  of  a  French 
man  of  war,  in  which  ftate  they 
were  to  continue  until  the  bufinefs 
Ihould  be  finally  decided.  At  the 
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fame  time  acquainting  him,  that 
his  own  wife  and  family,  fhould  be 
among  the  fird  to  profit  of  the  in¬ 
dulgence.  After  a  delay  of  three 
hours,  during  which  the  time  W2S 
filled  up  by  the  difcharge  of  can¬ 
non  and  (hells,  the  requed  was 
not  only  refufed,  but  the  refufal 
was  conveyed  in  unufual  and  in- 
fulting  language,  in  a  letter  figned 
both  by  Lincoln  and  D’Edaing. 
The  attempts  made  afterwards  by 
the  French  officers,  to  charge  this 
harfh  and  cruel  refufal,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  it,  to  the  brutality  of 
the  American  general,  are  by  no 
means  fufficient  to  exculpate 
D’Edaing,  from  his  full  fhare  in 
the  tranfadion,  and  in  the  dif- 
grace  belonging  to  it  ;  however  it 
may  ferve  to  (hew  their  confciouf- 
nefs  that  the  aft  was  indefen fible. 

Whatever  D’Eftaing’s  merits 
may  be  as  a  naval  commander,  he 
feems  to  have  committed  two  capi¬ 
tal  errors  in  this  adventure  by  land. 
The  fird  was,  his  not  immediately 
attacking  the  B ri tifh  lines  in  their 
original  weaknefs,  and  before 
General  Prevofl  was  joined  by 
Colonel  Maitland.  The  reafons 
that  may  be  ufed  againft  this  mea- 
fure  are  obvious,  and  may  be  an- 
fwered  with  little  difficulty. — The 
fecond  was,  that  as  he  did  lofe 
fo  much  time  in  carrying  on  re¬ 
regular  approaches  againft  field 
works,  he  fhould  have  dill  con¬ 
tinued  to  proceed  by  fap,  until 
he  had  fo  far  obviated  the  de¬ 
fences  of  the  enemy,  that  his 
troops  might  engage  them  upon 
fomething  approaching  to  equal 
terms  in  the  final  affault.  If  to 
this  it  be  oppofed,  that  his  fleet 
of  heavy  capital  fhips  was  expofed 
to  great  rifque  and  danger,  by 
lying  fo  long  without  fheker,  upon 
an  inhoipitable  eoait,  which  could 
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not  afford  any,  and  in  a  mod  cri¬ 
tical  feafon  of  the  year;  it  may 
vveH  be  anfwered,  that  this  very 
circumdance  afforded  the  dronged 
motive  for  immediately  attacking 
his  enemy  ;  and  confequently  could 
adord  no  reafonable  caufe  for  de¬ 
laying  that  attack,  whild  the  de- 
fenfive  drength  on  the  other  fide 
was  daily  increafmg. 

Whatever  motives  operated  upon 
the  French  commander  in  the  fird 
indance,  it  feems  as  if  his  temper 
or  patience  failed  him,  in  waiting 
the  flow  refult  cf  fap  in.  the  fecond. 
It  is  poffible,  that  his  approaches 
had  already  cod  him  more  time 
than  he  expeded  ;  that  the  redd- 
ance  was  alfo  much  greater;  that, 
as  his  batteries  produced  very  little 
effefl  upon  the  Britifh  works,  he 
was  difappointed  in  that  refpeft 
like  wife  ;  and  that  he  finally 
placed  too  great  a  confidence  in 
the  fuperiority  of  his  force,  and 
the  goodnefs  of  his  troops. 

However  that  was,  after  a  very 
heavy  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment  for  feveral  hours,  the  allies 
attacked  the  Britifh  lines,  . 

with  their  utmed  force,  '  9' 
and  with  great  fury,  a  little  before 
day-light.  The  firing  began  on 
the  left  of  the  Britifh  lines,  but 
foon  after  became  general.  As  it 
was  dill  too  dark  to  perceive  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
uncertain  where  their  principal 
attacks  would  take  place,  no 
change  was  made  in  the  difpofition 
of  the  Britifh  troops  ;  but  each 
command  waited  coolly  in  its  pod, 
prepared  for,  and  expecting,  what¬ 
ever  could  happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  on 
both  flanks  of  the  lines,  was  fo 
favourable  to  the  approaches  of 
the  enemy,  that  the  defed  could 
not  be  remedied  by  all  the  (kill 
[O]  2  and 
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and  endeavours  of  the  engineer. 
Thus  an  attack  was  to  be  expeded, 
towards  either  or  both  of  the 
points.  A  fwampy  hollow  way  on 
the  right,  might  bring  the  enemy 
under  cover  to  within  a  very  fmail 
diftance  of  fome  of  the  principal 
works ;  on  the  left,  the  approach 
was  not  fo  well  covered  ;  but  the 
ground  being  firm  and  clear, 
feemed  better  calculated  for  the 
operation  of  regular  troops,  or  at 
leaft  more  inviting  to  them,  than 
that  on  the  other  fide.  The  French 
being  iikewiie  encamped5  on  that 
fide,  it  was  expeded  that  they 
would  dired  their  whole  force  to 
that  point ;  and  that  the  attack  on 
the  other,  if  really  undertaken, 
would  be  left  to  the  Americans. 

The  grand  attack  was,  however, 
direded  to  the  right,  whither, 
ITEftaing  in  perfon  led  the  flower 
of  both  armies,  and  vt?as  accompa 
nied  by  all  the  principal  officers  of 
each.  They  advanced  in  three  co¬ 
lumns,  under  cover  of  the  hollow 
we  have  mentioned  ;  but  it  feems, 
that  through  the  darknefs,  they 
took  a  greater  circuit,  and  got 
deeper  in  the  bog,  than  they  need¬ 
ed  or  intended  to  have  done  ;  a 
circumflance,  which  befides  a  lofs 
of  critical  time,  could  fcarcely  fail 
of  producing  fome  difarrangement 
or  diforder.  The  attack  was, 
however,  made  with  great  fpirit, 
and  Supported  with  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  obftinate  perfeve- 
rance.  A  redoubt  on  the  Ebene- 
zar  road,  was  the  fcene  of  much 
adhon,  lol's  and  gallantry.  It  was 
obftinately  defended  by  Captain 
Taws;  the  enemy  planted  two 
Hand  of  colours  on  it;  the  parapet 
was  covered  with  their  dead  ;  at 
length  the  brave  captain  fell,  gal¬ 
lantly  fighting  in  his  redoubt ; 
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his  fword  being  plunged,  at  the 
inftant  of  death,  in  the  body  of 
the  third,  enemy  whom  he  had 
(lain  with  his  own  hand.  His 
place  was  inflan tly  and  equally 
{applied  by  Captain  Wickham  ; 
who,  with  better  fortune,  dis¬ 
played  ads  of  the  moil  fignal 
valour. 

'While  the  cob  Aid  was  fill!  du¬ 
bious  and  bloody,  particularly  at 
that  redoubt,  the  (kill  and  defign 
which  operated  in  the  conftrudion 
of  the  new  works,  were  difplayed 
with  great  advantage.  Three  bat¬ 
teries  which  were  occupied  by  Tea¬ 
men,  took  the  enemy  in  almoft 
every  diredion ;  and  made  fuch 
havock  in  their  ranks,  as  caufed 
fome  little  diforder,  or  at  leaft  oc- 
caftoned  a  paufe  in  their  violence. 
At  that  critical  moment  of  deci- 
fion,  a  body  of  grenadiers  and  ma¬ 
rines  advanced  fuddenly  from  the 
lines,  and  charged  the  enemy  with 
fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  ditch¬ 
es  and  works  amongft  them,  that 
in  an  inftant,  the  redoubt,  and  a 
battery  to  its  right,  were  totally 
cleared  of  them.  The  vidors  did 
not  purfue  their  advantage  with 
lefs  vigour  than  they  had  gained 
it.  The  enemy  were  broken,  rout¬ 
ed,  and  driven  in  the  greateft  dif¬ 
order  and  confufion,  through  the 
abbatis  into  the  fwamp.  The 
whole  was  performed  with  fuch  ra¬ 
pidity,  that  three  companies  of 
the  moft  adive  troops  in  the  army, 
who  were  ordered  to  fuftain  the 
grenadiers,  could  not,  with  all 
their  celerity,  come  in  for  any 
fliare  of  the  honour. 

Although  it  was  then  day,  yet 
the  fog  and  the  fmoke  together 
caufed  fo  great  a  darknefs,  that 
the  general  could  form  no  accurate 
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judgment,  either  as  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  or  the  cifpofitions  of  the 
enemy  ;  and  as  a  conftant  firing 
was  ftill  heard  in  different  parts  of 
the  lines,  thefe  circumftances,  all 
together,  prevented  his  venturing 
to  purfue  the  enemy,  in  their 
flight  and  confufion  across  the 
morafs.  They  were,  however, 
every  where  repulfed  ;  but  as  that 
was  done  elfewhere  with  lefs  diffi¬ 
culty,  fo  their  lofs  was  proportion¬ 
ally  fnvalier.  As  the  day  cleared, 
the  works  and  ditches  near  the 
Ebenezar  redoubt,  prefented  fuch 
a  fpedtacle  of  killed  and  wounded, 
as  fome  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
faid,  had  only  been  equalled  at 
Bunker’s  hill.  At  ten  o’clock,  the 
enemy  requeued  a  truce,  with 
leave  to  bury  the  dead,  and  carry 
off  the  wounded  ;  the  firft  was 
granted  ;  but  a  rertriftion  laid  in 
point  of  diftance  as  to  the  reft. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  in  killed 
and  wounded,  was,  by  the  lowed: 
calculations,  eftimated  from  a  thou- 
fand  to  twelve  hundred  men.  The 
French  acknowledged  44  officers, 
and  about  700  private  men,  on 
their  fide  only.  The  amount  of 
the  American  lofs  was  not  acknow¬ 
ledged.  It  was  faid,  that  nothing 
but  mutual  reproach,  and  the  moil 
violent  animofity,  now  took  place 
between  the  new  allies.  Each  ac- 
cufed  the  other  with  bad  conduct 
or  bad  performance,  and  being  the 
author  of  his  own  particular  lofs 
or  difgrace.  It  was  even  faid,  that 
the  troops  on  both  fides  were  with 
difficulty  reilrained  from  proceed¬ 
ing  to  extremities  ;  and  that  the 
French  and  American  commanders 
and  principal  officers,  were  as  little 
fatisfied  with  each  other  as  the  pri¬ 
vate  men.  It  was  like  wife  fup- 
poied,  that  a  ftrong  previous  jea- 


loufy  had  fubfifted  on  the  Ame¬ 
rican  fide,  from  D’Eftaing’s  fum- 
moni'-'g  the  place  to  furrender  to 
the  arms  of  the  French  King  only. 

However  th  de  things  might  be, 
nothing  was  thought  of  after  by 
either  party,  but  the  means  of  get¬ 
ting  away,  with  the  greateft  poffi- 
ble  fpeed  and  fafety.  But  it  was 
neceffary  to  mafk  this  purpole,  by 
Hill  iupporting  the  appearance  of  a 
blockade.  The  removal  of  the 
French  heavy  artillery,  baggage, 
fick,  and  wounded,  was  particu¬ 
larly  a  work  of  time,  labour,  and 
difficulty.  Great  civilities  now 
palled  between  the  French  camp 
and  the  Britifti  lines  ;  and  num- 
beliefs  apologies  were  offered,  for 
the  refufal  with  refpedt  to  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children.  They  were 
now  preffed  to  place  themfelves  in 
the  fituation  which  they  had  then, 
requefted  ;  and  a  particular  fhip 
of  war  and  commander  were  nam¬ 
ed,  for  the  reception  of  Mrs.  Pre- 
voft,  her  children,  and  company. 
The  anfvver  was  blunt  and  fol- 
dierly  ;  that  what  had  been  once 
refufed,  and  that  in  terms  of  in- 
fult,  could  not  in  any  circumftanee 
be  deemed  worth  the  acceptance. 

The  celebrated  Polifh  Count  Po¬ 
land,  whole  name  has  been  fo  often 
mentioned  in  the  American  war. 
was  mortally  wounded  In  this  ac¬ 
tion.  M.  D’Eftaing  himfelf  was 
forely  wounded  in  two  places. 
Major-General  de  Fomange,  with, 
fome  other  French  officers  of  di- 
ftindlion,  were  likevvife  wounded. 

■  The  lofs  on  the  Britifn  fide  was  in- 
conceiveably  fmall.  Too  much 
could  not  be  faid  in  praife  of 
every  order  of  men  who  compofed 
the  defence  of  the  Savannah.  The 
ioyalifts  of  both  the  Carol) nas 
were  diftinguilhed ;  nor  Ihould  it 

be 
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be  forgotten,  that  the  Captains  and  not  lofe  lefs  in  every  way,  than 
failors  of  the  tranfports  took  their  1500  men  on  this  adventure.  Their 
ftation  in  the  batteries,  with  the  commander  found  his  fleet, as  much 
fame  alacrity  as  their  brethren  in  out  of  heart  and  condition,  and 
the  royal  fervice.  nearly  as  fickly  as  his  army.  He 

In  fomething  more  tlym  a  week,  accordingly  totally  abandoned  the 
04.  upon  the  clearing  up  coaft  of  America,  about  the  ift  of 
L  '  1  c  of  a  fog,  it  was  dif-  November,  and  proceeded  with  the 
covered,  that  the  French  and  greater  part  of  his  fleet  diredliy  to 
Americans  had  abandoned  their  France  ;  the  reft  having  returned 
camps  in  the  preceding  night,  to  the  Weft-Indies.  Such  was  the 
Some  purfuit  was  made,  but  it  was  beginning  and  ending  of  M.  D’Ef- 
foon  found,  that  they  had  broken  taing's  American  campaign  ;  and 
down  all  the  bridges  behind  them,  fuch  the  iftue,  of  the  great  defigns 
and  purfued  their  refpedtive  routs  he  had  formed,  and  the  mighty 
with  the  greateft  celerity.  It  was  hopes  he  had  conceived, 
computed,  that  the  French  did 
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JANUARY. 

^T^HE  new  year  was  ulher- 
X  ed  in  with  the  moll 
violent  gale  of  wind  that  has  been 
experienced  fince  the  remarkable 
One  that  happened  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  prefent  century.  It  is 
impoffible  for  us  to  fpare  room  to 
enumerate  one-third  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  and  accidents  it  produced  : 
fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  the  danger 
was  univerfal  ;  and  that  every 
public  and  private  building  in  and 
near  the  metropolis,  as  well  as  the 
fhipping  in  the  river,  futlained 
fome  damage  from  its  tempeftuous 
violence.  We  lhall  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  accident,  as  a  proof  of  the 
truth  of  our  aflertion. 

A  (lack  of  chimnies  was  blown 
down  at  the  Queen’s  palace,  which 
broke  through  the  roof  into  the 
apartments  of  three  of  the  young 
Princes.  Their  Majelties  got  up 
and  went  into  all  the  apartments, 
to  fee  if  any  of  the  children  or  fa¬ 
mily  were  hurt,  but  no  difailer 
had  happened  to  them  ;  though  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle,  that  the 
three  Princes  abovementioned  were 
not  killed  in  their  beds. 

Advices  from  Oxford,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Norwich,  and  almoll  eve¬ 
ry  city  and  town  of  the  kingdom 
Vol.  XXII, 


alfo  mention  great  damages  to  have 
been  fuftained  in  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  property*  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

By  the  above  gale  of  wind,  great 
damage  was  done  to  the  flopping 
all  around  the  ifland.  The  York 
Eaft-Indiaman,  jufl  arrived  from. 
Bengal,  was  run  alhore  in  Mar¬ 
gate  Roads ;  and  from  Various  ac¬ 
counts  received  front  the  fea-ports* 
it  is  computed  that  upwards  of 
500  veflels  have  been  loll,  in  which, 
a  confiderable  number  of  mariners 
have  perifhed.  What  is  very  re¬ 
markable  and  providential,  the; 
fouthern  channel  felt  none  of  its 
fury,  fo  that  the  fleet  of  merchant¬ 
men  and  convoy,  which  had  juft 
failed  from  St.  Helen’s,  proceeded 
on  their  voyage  without  knowing 
that  fuch  a  florin  had  happened. 

Ex  trail  of  a  Letter  from  an  Officer  on 
board  the  Euffiel  Man  of  War p 
dated  S  pi  the  ad,  fan .  1.  contain¬ 
ing  an  Account  of  the  running 
doixn  of  the  London  Eaft-India¬ 
man. 

ie  We  failed  from  hence  on  Sa¬ 
turday  lall  the  2.6th  ult.  with  on© 
of  the  fineft  fleets  ever  feen  ;  but* 
alas !  we  met  with  our  ufual  ill- 
luck.  On  Monday  laft,  off  Ber¬ 
ry-Head*  it  blowing  a  frelh  breeze# 
and  under  dofe-reefed  top- fails, 
fA'j  she 
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the  wind  at  Couth-weft,  being  near 
the  London  Eaft-Indiaman,  and 
finding  we  could  not  weather  her, 
lhe  on  one  tack  and  we  on  the 
other,  we  bore  away,  during  which, 
fhe  clapped  her  helm  a- weather, 
and' we  ran  right  on  board,  which 
ftove  in  her  bow ;  in  half  an  hour 
die  funk,  and  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew  perifhed  ;  out  of  160  only 
50  were  faved  !  it  was  a  molt  dif- 
mal  fcene  to  behold  the  men  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  gunnel  as  lhe  went 
down.  What  rendered  the  fcene 
ft  id  more  melancholy,  a  man  of 
war’s  boat  with  feveral  hands,  who 
very  humanely,  at  the  rifque  of 
their  own  lives,  had  picked  up 
ten  or  eleven  of  the  London’s  crew, 
and  were  endeavouring  to  fave 
more,  got  directly  over  the  place 
where  lhe  went  down,  the  fudlion 
of  which  was  fo  great,  that  it  drew 
the  boat  under,  and  tney  all 
peiilhed,  More  of  the  crew  would 
have  been  faved,  but  that  they 
were  kept  at  the  pumps  too  long, 
in  order,  if  pofilble,  to  fave  the 
ftiip.  Our  head  and  cut-water  are 
entirely  gone,  and  our  bowfprit, 
I  believe,  is  fprung,  as  we  carried 
away  the  fore-mail  and  bowfprit. 
We  faved  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hands.  The  Refource  was  fent 
by  the  admiral  to  take  care  of  us, 
fearing  we  might  prove  leaky; 
bur,  thank  God,  we  are  not, 
though  her  anchor  went  through 
our  bow.” 

^  At  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  a  dreadful  fire  broke  out 
at  Greenwich  -  hofpital,  which 
burnt  moll  furioufiy.  At  ten 
o’clock  the  chapel  (the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  in  the  kingdom,)  the  dome 
on  the  fouth-eaft  quarter  of  the 
building,  and  the  great  dining- 
hall,  were  entirely  confumed.  The 
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refervoirs  at  the  top  of  the  build** 
ing  were  unfortunately  almoft 
empty,  and  no  water  to  be  had 
for  fome  time,  but  by  a  line  of 
penfioners  who  handed  buckets 
from  the  Thames  ;  but  this  fupply 
was  fo  very  inadequate,  that  the 
fire  raged  for  feveral  hours  with 
unreftrained  fury  :  a  great  many  of 
the  wards  were  deftroyed,  and  the 
weft  wing,  in  which  is  the  beauti¬ 
ful  painted  -  hall,  was  in  great 
danger,  as  the  wind  fet  that  way- 
About  eleven  o’clock  feveral  en¬ 
gines  arrived  from  London,  and 
the  fire  was  got  under  in  the  even¬ 
ing-  The  damage  done  is  im- 
menfe,  and  it  will  coft  a  very  large 
fum  to  reftore  the  hofpital  to  its 
former  beauty  and  elegance..  The 
fire  began  in  the  taylor’s  fhop, 
wherein  the  men  had  been  at  work 
the  preceding  day,  but  had  ming¬ 
led  holiday  rejoicing  too  much  with 
their  labours. 

The  following  are  the  wards 
burnt  down  at  the  late  fire  at 
Green wich-hofpital,  viz.  King’s, 
Queen’s,  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
ol  York’s,  and  Anfon’s,  befides 
two  or  three  others  confiderably 
damaged  that  are  in  that  quarter  : 
the  walls  however  of  the  mall,  to¬ 
gether  with  that  of  the  chapel, 
remain  nearly  entire.  The  grand 
hall  has  not  fuftained  the  leaft  in¬ 
jury,  the  fire  being  confined  to  the 
fouth-eaft  quarter. 

B -ing  the  day  appointed  for 
the  trial  of  Admiral.  Keppel 
at  Portfmouth,  at  nine  in  the 
morning  Admiral  Pye,  as  admiral 
of  the  white,  and  prefident  of  the 
court  martial,  hoifted  his  flag  on 
board  the  Britannia.  See  Appendix. 

Edinburgh,  Jan .  8.  'l  he  towns 
ofGlafgow,  Perth,  Dundee,  Dun¬ 
fermline,  Kilmarnock,  Stirling, 
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l^unfe,  &c.  and  a  great  many 
others,  entered  into  refolutions  to 
oppofe  to  the  utmoft  any  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  againlt  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholick?, 

A  great  number  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Glafgow  alio  formed 
themfelves  into  a  fociety  to  oppofe 
the  Roman  Catholick  bill,  the 
fame  as  the  fociety  at  Edinburgh, 
under  the  denomination  of  friends 
to  the  Proteftant  interek. 

Kirkwall ,  in  Orkney  >  December  1 2 . 
The  Brig  Fortune  is  returned 
from  SuliCcery  to  Stromnefs  har¬ 
bour,  having  carried  home  the 
nine  men  who  had  been  left  upon 
that  rock,  all  of  them  in  better 
health  than  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pelled  .  They  were  19  days  and 
nights  upon  the  illand,  the  great- 
ell  part  of  that  time  being  as  tern- 
pefluous  weather  as  has  been  known 
there  for  many  winters  pafL  They 
built  a  hut  for  themfelves  of  hone 
and  fods,  the  wooden  battons 
which  they  carried  along  with 
them  to  kill  the  feals  fupported 
the  roof,  which  was  of  fod  and 
feal-fkin  ;  but  it  could  not  keep 
out  the  rain  and  fpray  from  the 
fea,  with  which  the  whole  illand  is 
covered  when  the  wind  blows  high. 
As  they  had  no  lire,  they  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  eating  the 
fdefh  of  young  feals  raw,  different 
kinds  of  fea  weed,  particularly 
dulfe,  and  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  feurvy-grafs.  They  fuffered 
moll  by  want  of  blankets  to  keep 
them  warm  in  the  night  time. 
They  endeavoured  to  fupply  this 
by  mats,  which  they  made  of  long 
withered  grafs,  with  which  this 
illand  is  covered  in  the  winter  fea- 
fon  ;  but  as  thefe  and  their  clothes 
were  conkantly  wet,  it  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  intention. 
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At  Hicks’s  Hall  yeHer-  , 
day,  John  Powel  was  tried  ^ 
on  an  indictment  for  Healing  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  burying-ground 
of  St.  George’s,  Hanover-fquare  ; 
when  he  was  fentenced  to  be  pub- 
lickly  whipped,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  inflicted. 

At  the  Quarter- fellions  of  the 
Peace  for  Surry,  held  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s-hill,  Southwark,  Humphry 
Finnimore,  Efq;  a  perfon  of  70 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  an  in¬ 
come  of  upwards  of  500I.  a  year, 
was  convicted  of  Healing  five  tur- 
kies,  the  property  of  Thomas 
Flumphries,  maker  of  the  Gipfy- 
houfe,  near  Norwood. 

The  fellions  ended  at  the  r  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol-  1  C 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Pierre  Maffeau,  for 
burglarioufly  breaking  and  enter¬ 
ing  the  dwelling  -  houfe  of  John 
Harriot,  the  White  Horfe  Cellar, 
in  Piccadilly,  with  an  intent  to 
Heal  ;  he  was  recommended  by 
the  jury  as  an  objeCt  of  his  Ma~ 
jefly’s  mercy ;  John  Hutton,  for 
Healing  a  lamb,  the  property  of  John 
Vinten,  out  of  the  iheep-pens  in 
Smithheld;  Henry  Hall,  William 
Flelldon,  and  Thomas  Ofborn,  for 
a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Mn  Wood,  at  Mill  Hill,  Hen¬ 
don,  and  Healing  a  quantity  of 
houfehold  furniture  ;  William 
Binns  and  John  Bird,  for  robbing 
Anne  Hanams  on  the  highway  of 
a  bundle  of  linen. 

Philip  Sherwin,  for  a  rape  on 
his  own  daughter,  a  child  of  ten 
years  of  age,  was  acquitted. 

Plymouth ,  Jan.  26.  On  Satur¬ 
day  night  lafl,  between  the  hours 
of  11  and  12,  a  man  was  difeover- 
ed  on  the  wall  of  the  dock  yard, 
near  the  hemp  houfe.  The  watch- 
[iV]  2  man 
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man  ftationed  there,  immediately 
fired,  on  which  he  jumped  off, 
and  although  indandy  purfued 
could  not  be  found.  The  method 
he  made  ufe  of  to  get  on  the  wall, 
was  by  the  means  of  a  large  fifh- 
hook  fallened  to  a  (mall  cord:  this 
was  thrown  over  the  wall,  by  which 
means  he  hauled  himfelf  up  :  in 
his  hand  he  took  a  fmall  rope  with 
a  bafket  fixed  to  it,  in  which  was 
contained  a  pint  bottle  of  gunpow¬ 
der,  fome  match,  and  a  dark  lan¬ 
tern  :  it  was  fuppofed  he  intended 
(when  got  on  the  wall)  to  pull 
thefe  materials  after  him.  A  long 
piece  of  match  was  fattened  to  the 
bottle,  and,  w'huc  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  a  window  of  the  hemp-houfe 
was  left  open  at  the  place  he 
afcended.  The  fcheme  feems 
highly  probable  to  have  been  con¬ 
certed,  as  it  happened  on  a  very 
dark  night,  and  when  the  yard¬ 
men  were  paid  off,  as  on  thofe 
nights  they  generally  drink  rather 
freely.  Several  ot  the  people  be¬ 
longing  to  the  hemp  houfe  have 
been  examined,  but  nothing  has 
tranfpired  to  effect  a  difeovery. 

Died,  On  the  20th  of  this 
month,  in  the  morning,  at  his 
houfe  on  the  Adel  phi  Terrace, 
univerfally  lamented,  David  G  ar¬ 
il  k,  Efq;  the  firll  of  adlors,  the 
si  „'t  affectionate  hufband,  the 
ki'wdefl  relation,  the  rood  gene¬ 
rous  benefactor,  and  the  war  melt 
friend.  By  his  uncommon  thea¬ 
trical  talents,  he,  for  near  forty 
years,  continued  to  command  the 
unbounded  appiaufe  of  an  admir¬ 
ing  public,  and  gave  a  new  luitre 
and  dignity  to  the  prefeffion  itfelf, 
of  which  he  was  fo  diltinguifhed 
an  ornament.  In  private  life  he 
was  fo  amiable,  that  he  was  not 
only  the  familiar  companion,  but 


the  intimate  friend,  of  fome  of  the 
firft  characters  of  the  age,  by  whom 
his  lofs  is  molt  feveiely  felt,  and 
molt  hncerely  regretted.  He  had 
for  many  years  been  unfortunately 
afflicted  with  fits  of  the  ftone  and 
grave),  which  at  length  affected 
his  kidnies,  and  occafioned  his 
death,  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of 
his  age.  For  the  lait  four  days  of 
his  life  he  laboured  under  a  fup- 
preffion  of  urine,  which  brought 
on  a  mortification,  and  thence  put 
a  period  to  his  exigence  :  as  is 
ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  he  expired 
without  exp r effing  the  leak  fenfa- 
tion  of  pain,  nor  did  he  appear  to 
have  felt  any  for  more  than  thirty 
hours  preceding  the  moment  of 
bis  death. 

The  managers  of  Drury-Lane, 
as  a  token  of  their  regard  for  Mr. 
Garrick’s  memory,  fhut  up  the 
houfe  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  his 
death,  and  no  play  was  performed 
there  that  evening.  The  compli¬ 
ment  was  not  handfomer  than  it 
was  juft. 

Mr.  Garrick’s  diforder  was,  (as 
Mr.  Pott  predicted  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  body)  the  palfy  in 
the  kidnies,  which  mouldered 
away  on  being  handled.  The 
dudts  leading  from  the  kidnies  to 
the  bladder  were  fo  flopped,  that 
a  probe  would  not  pafs  through 
them.  In  the  bladder  was  a  ftone 
the  fize  of  a  pullet’s  egg ;  but 
with  that  he  might  have  lived 
many  years.  Twelve  months  fince 
Mr.  Pott  fearched  the  bladder, 
and  no  ftone  was  there;  fo  that  it 
mull  have  accumulated  within 
that  time;  the  heart,  liver,  and 
lungs  were  found,  the  inteftines 
adhered  to  the  fides ;  and  Mr.  Pott 
declared  he  never  faw  a  fubjedt  lo 
internally  fat. 

The 
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The  exaft  amount  of  the  duty 
on  hops  for  1778,  is  169,34.5], 
9s.  9d.  which  is  115,000!.  more 
than  any  former.  The  dock  in 
hand  is  nearly  equal  to  four  years 
confumption. 


FEBRUARY. 

The  corpfe  of  David  Gar¬ 
rick,  iEfq;  was  interred  in 
Weftminfter  Abbey,  with  great 
funeral  pomp  and  folemnity, 

• - His  pall  was  fupported  by 

Lord  Camden,  Earl  of  Offbry, 
Right  Hon.  Mr.  Rigby,  Hon.  Mr. 
Stanley,  J.  Patterfon,  Efq;  Duke 
of  Devonfhire,  Earl  Spencer,  Vif- 
count  Palmerdon,  Sir  Watkin 
Williams  Wynne,  Albany  Wal¬ 
lis,  Efq ;  And,  from  his  late  houfe 
on  the  Adelphi  Terrace,  the  hearfe 
was  followed  by  more  than  50 
coaches  of  the  principal  nobility 
and  gentry  in  and  about  the  me¬ 
tropolis. 

By  his  will,  he  left  his  bull  of 
Snakefpeare  (after  his  wife’s  death,) 
and  his  collection  of  old  plays,  to 
the  Britifh  Mufeum  ;  and  the  houfes 
in  Drury-Lane,  which  he  bought 
of  the  fund  for  decayed  actors  of 
the  theatre  there,  back  again  to 
that  fund.  As  the  public  is  no 
farther  interefled  in  his  will,  it 
were  walfe  of  room  to  record  it. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Here¬ 
ford,  and  baptifed  Feb.  28,  1716. 
His  will  is  dated  September  24, 
1778,  and  he  died  [an.  20,  1779. 
He  is  faid  to  have  died  worth 
1 00, cool.  He  appointed  Lord 
Camden,  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Rigby,  John  Patterfon,  Efq;  and 
Albany  Wallis,  Efq;  executors  of 
his  will. 
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Edinburgh,  Feb.  3.  On  Friday 
lad,  copies  of  the  following  letter 
were  dropt  in  the  different  ffreets 
and  lanes  in  the  city  of  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

“  Men  and  Brethren, 
t(  Whoever  (hail  find  this  letter 
will  take  as  a  warning;  to  meet  at 
Leith  Wynd  on  Wednefday  next 
in  the  evening,  to  oull  down  that 
pillar  of  Popery  lately  erected 
there. 

A  Protestant, 

Edinburgh  ‘Jan.  29,  1779* 

“  P.  S.  Pleafe  to  read  this  care¬ 
fully,  keep  it  clean,  and  drop  it 
fomevvhere  elfe.  For  King  and 
Country.  Unity.” 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  a 
mob  lad  night  affembled  at  a  houfe 
at  the  foot  of  Chalmer’s  Clofe, 
part  of  which  was  intended  for  a 
Popifli  church,  but  had  not  hither¬ 
to  been  occupied  ;  the  red  of  the 
building  was  pofieffed  by  a  clergy¬ 
man  of  that  profcfflon.  They  be¬ 
gan  by  breaking  the  windows,  but 
their  number  being  greatly  in- 
creafed,  they  proceeded  to  dedroy 
the  furniture,  and  at  lad  fet  it  on 
fire.  'The  magidrates  attended, 
and  ufed  every  means  in  their 
power  to  prevent  them  from  ac- 
complifhing  their  defign,  but  in 
vain  ;  for  notwithdanding  their 
efforts,  and  thofe  of  the  city  guard, 
and  a  party  of  the  fouth  fenci- 
bles,  the  whole  infide  of  the  houfe 
was  reduced  to  adies.  This  fore¬ 
noon  a  party  of  the  fame  rioters, 
it  is  imagined,  attacked  the  chapel 
in  Black-friars-wynd,  the  whole 
furniture  of  which,  together  with  a 
valuablecollection  of  books  &c.  they 
either  dedroyed  or  carried  off.  Ar- 
[X]  3  t« 
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ter  which  they  broke  the  windows, 
&c.  of  feveral  individuals  whom 
they  knew  to  be  Catholics.  The 
magikrates  this  day  iilued  a  pro¬ 
clamation  defiring  makers  to  keep 
in  their  fervants  and  apprentices ; 
notwithkanding  which,  great  num¬ 
bers  affembled  in  the  evening  in 
the  College-court,  with  an  inten¬ 
tion,  as  they  faid,  of  knocking 
down  the  houfe  of  Principal  Ro- 
bertfon,  who,  they  imagined,  fa¬ 
voured  the  Popifh  bill  :  fortunate¬ 
ly  a  party  of  Dragoons  arriving 
before  they  could  effeft  their  pur- 
pofe,  they  difperded,  and  left  the 
city  in  peace,  on  being  allured  by 
the  magikrates,  that  all  thoughts 
of  bringing  in  the  bill  were  laid 
aiide. 

,  This  day,  by  virtue  of  a 
5  1  ’  commilfion  from  his  Ma jelly, 
the  following  bills  received  the 
royal  alfent,  viz. 

The  bill  for  more  fpeedy  and  ex¬ 
peditious  recruiting  his  Majeky’s 
land  forces  and  marines. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majeky’s  marine  forces  when 
on  Ihore. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  im¬ 
portation  of  fine  Italian  organzined 
thrown  filk  for  a  limited  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  preferva- 
tion  of  the  oyker  klhery  at  Whit- 
kable  ;  and  alfo  to  feveral  private 
bills. 

The  Lieutenant  and  Midfhio- 

X 

man  who  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Axford,  and  impreiTed  his  fhop- 
xnan,  received  judgment  on  Wed- 
nefday  in  the  Court  of  King’s- 
bench,  to  pay  each  a  line  of  13s. 
4d.  and  to  be  impriloned  for  one 
month  in  the  King’s-bench. 

1  Was  tried  in  the  Ecclefi- 
9  akical  Court,  Debtors  Com¬ 
mons,  the  long  depending  fuit 


brought  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Selion, 
Rebtor  of  Clerkenwell,  againk  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Jones, 
for  preaching  in  Northampton 
Chapel  without  leave  of  the  in¬ 
cumbent  (Mr.  Selion),  or  a  li¬ 
cence  of  the  bilhop ;  when  the 
judge  condemned  the  defendants 
in  coks  of  fuit,  and  ordered  a 
writ  of  monition  to  Ihut  up  the 
chapel. 

Lak  night  when  the  news 

t>  I  2 1  u . 

arrived  from  Portfmouth  of 
the  honourable  acquittal  of  Admi¬ 
ral  Keppel  by  the  Court-Martial, 
the  windows  of  the  houfes  in  the 
principal  kreets  of  London  and 
Wekminker  were  illuminated  with 
lamps,  candles,  &c.  and  different 
devices,  and  the  portico  of  the 
Manfion  -  houfe  was  illuminated 
with  upwards  of  300  glafs  lamps. 

The  bells  of  feveral  churches 
were  rung,  guns  fired,  and  other 
demonkrations  of  ioy  prevailed. 

A  guard,  both  horfe  and  foot, 
was  placed  before  the  houfe  lately 
occupied  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  in 
Pall-Mall,  which  went  off  about 
one,  foon  after  which,  the  mob 
having  firk  broke  all  the  windows 
of  that  houfe,  proceeded  to  break 
open  the  door,  dekroyed  great 
part  of  the  furniture,  and  threw 
the  rek  out  of  the  windows.  The 
guard  was  again  fent  for,  and  fe¬ 
veral  of  the  rioters  taken  in  the 
houfe,  and  committed  to  prifon. 

The  windows  and  doors  of  Lord 
George  Germain’s  houfe  in  Pall- 
mall,  were  likewife  demolifhed. 

Mok  of  the  windows  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  were  dekroyed  by  the  mob, 
who  took  the  gates  from  the  hinges, 
and  thereby  got  into  the  Court¬ 
yard. 

A  party  of  the  mob  alfo  broke 
all  the  fedan  chairs  near  the  Ad¬ 
miralty, 
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Tmralty,  and  made  a  bonfire  with 
them  before  the  gates.  Some  of 
the  mob  feemed  not  to  be  of  the 
lower  clafs. 

About  three  o’clock  an  attack 
was  made  upon  Lord  North’s 
houfe,  in  Downing- ftreet,  where 
the  rioters,  after  breaking  the 
windows,  burft  open  the  fh utters, 
and  attempted  to  get  into  the 
houfe.  In  about  half  an  hour  a 
fmall  party  of  foot  guards  appear¬ 
ed,  which  was  foon  followed  by  a 
detachment  of  horfe.  Juftice  Ad¬ 
dington  attended  at  Lord  North’s, 
and  read  the  Riot-Adfo  Sixteen  of 
the  ring-leaders  were  fecured,  and 
the  reft  fuffered  to  efcape. 

Capt.  Hood’s  houfe  in  Harley- 
ftreet,  buffered  alfo  in  the  fame 
manner;  as  likewife  the  houfe  of 
Lord  Mulgrave  in  Berkeley-fquare. 

Effigies  of  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
were  carried  about,  ful'pended  by 
the  neck,  and  afterwards  burnt. 

^  This  evening  there  was 
again  a  general  illumina¬ 
tion  throughout  the  cities  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Weftrninfter.  The  Mo¬ 
nument  was  finely  illuminated. 

A  Court  of  Common  Council 
was  held,  and  a  motion  made  and 
feconded,  that  the  thanks  cf  the 
court  be  given  to  the  Honourable 
Auguftus  Keppel,  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Another  motion  was  made,  and 
the  queftion  put,  that  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented  to  Admiral 
Keppel  in  a  box  made  of  heart 
of  oak,  richly  ornamented.  Agreed 
to. 

^  Yefterday  one  James  Do- 
1  ~  '  n ally  was  brought  before 

Sir  ]ohn  Fielding  in  Bow-ftreet, 
bv  Lord  Fielding,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  charged  with 
attempting,  at  two  different  times. 


viz.  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
(the  firft  of  whiqh  times  he  got 
away  from  his  lordfhtp,  who  then 
attempted  to  fecure  him)  to  extort 
money  from  his  lordfhip,  by  threat¬ 
ening  to  accufe  him  of  unnatural 
crimes.  And  this  day  he  was 
again  examined,  when  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Fielding,  the  younger  fon  of 
Lord  Denbigh,  appeared  alfo  and 
f wore ,  that  on  Saturday  laft  the 
prifoner  attacked  him  in  the  fame 
manner,  threatened  to  accufe  him 
of  unnatural  crimes  if  he  did  not 
give  him  money,  and  infolently 
bid  Mr.  Fielding  take  care  what 
he  was  about,  as  he,  Donally, 
would  charge  him  with  the  fadt 
at  fuch  a  time  that  Mr.  Fielding 
could  not  prove  an  Alibi.  This 
Old  Bailey  expreffion  obtained  half  a 
guinea  from  Mr.  Fielding  ;  but  the 
villain,  not  content  with  it,  al¬ 
though  the  whole  Mr.  Fielding 
had  in  his  pocket,  infilled  on  more, 
when  Mr.  Fielding  went  to  a  Gro¬ 
cer,  whom  the  Eari  of  Denbigh 
dealt  with,  and  borrow'ed  a  guinea, 
v/hich  he  alfo  gave  to  Donally, 
when  the  latter  went  away,  and 
Mr.  Fielding  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
turn  home  for  another  half  guinea 
to  go  to  the  play.  Fie  was  im¬ 
mediately  committed  for  a  high¬ 
way  robbery  on  Mr.  Fielding. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Bailey,  when  the  above 
mentioned  James  Donally  was  ca¬ 
pitally  convicted  of  the  above  of¬ 
fence.  The  prifoner  in  his  defence 
urged  a  point  of  law,  and  fubmit- 
ted  it  to  the  judges,  Builer  and 
Perry n,  whether  it  was  a  ftreet 
robbery.  He  alfo  faid  that  the 
charge  was  never  thought  of  till 
Mr.  Fielding  came  to  the  public- 
office  in  Bow-ftreet,  where  Sir 
John  Fielding  put  it  into  the  pro- 
[IV]  4  fecutor*& 
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fecutor’s  head.  This  .was  pofi- 
tively  denied  by  Lord  and  Mr. 
Fielding,  on  oath,  judge  Fuller 
obferved  to  the  jury,  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  priipner’s  defence 

was  an  hi<rh  aggravation  0f  his 

wT)  O  cZ?  ^ 

offence ;  for  he  accufed  Sir  John 
Fielding  of  fubornation,  and  Lord 
and  Mr.  Fielding  with  abfolute 
perjury.  With  regard  to  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  it,  his  lordfhip  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  to  conftitute  a  high¬ 
way  robbery  there  was  no  necedity 
for  corporal  fear  ;  for  it  a  perfon 
gives  his  money  under  terror  of 
grind,  and  compulfively,  and 
again!!:  his  will,  or  for  fear  of 
lofs  of  character,  it  is  in  law  efta- 
i>liihed  to  be  a  capital  offence  ; 
nor  was  there  any  necefffty  for  a 
perfon  fo  giving  his  money  to  be 
in  dread  of  his  life  by  a  charge 
exhibited  again  1!  him  :  it  was  fuf- 
hcient  that  the  money  was  obtained 
trader  terror  of  mind,  &c.  Under 
this  direction  the  jury  found  him 
guilty  ;  but  Judge  Fuller  refpited 
ientence  until  the  opinion  of  the 
twelve  judges  can  be  had,  he  tak¬ 
ing  the  verdid  of  the  jury,  that 
“  the  money  wns  obtained  under 
terror  of  mind.55 

On  the  fame  day,  the  following 
convids  received  fentence  of  death: 
Robert  Dare,  for  robbing  his 
jniftrefs  of  a  gold  hide  ;  John  Rich¬ 
mond,  for  houfe- breaking ;  James 
Wooley,  for  healing  bookings  ; 
Johnpjuddey,  for  burglary;  Naph- 
thali  Jacobs,  a  Jew,  for  healing 
kitchen  furniture,  &c. ;  William 
Germain,  for  h or fe- Healing;  Fred, 
jphn  Euftace,  for  healing  linen, 
<&c» ;  Sarah  Hill,  for  healing  wear¬ 
ing  apparel  ;  Thomas  Norman, 
for  a  hreet  robbery  ;  Rowland 
flidgley,  who  in  December  feffion 
was  ccnvided  of  having  in  his  pof- 


Lffion  a  certain  implement  for 
coining,  and  whofe  judgment  wa§ 
refpited  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judges. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  he 
iffued  for  eleding  a  member  for 
Scarborough  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  who  has  accepted 
the  place  of  fteward  of  the  three 
Chiltern  hundreds. 

The  amount  of  the  employments 
reiigned  by  Sir  Hugh  Pailiier,  viz. 
his  feat  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
and  his  Lieutenancy  of  the  Ma¬ 
rines,  amounts  to  no  lefs  a  fum 
than  4QQ0I.  per  annum. 

About  one  omlock  this  , 
day,  the  deputation  of  al-  2Ct  io 
dermen  and  commons  of  London*, 
waited  upon  Admiral  Keppel,  at 
his  houfe  in  Audley-ffreet,  where 
they  delivered  him  the  freedom  of 
the  city  of  London  in  a  box  made 
of  heart  of  oak,  ornamented  with 
gold.  Haying  refrefhed  them- 
felves,  they  fet  out  at  3  o’clock, 
in  the  following  proceffion,  to 
dine  at  the  London  Tavern,  in 
the  city.  The  two  city  marfhals 
on  liorfeback,  their  horfes  adorn¬ 
ed  with  blue  ribbons  ;  Alderman 
Crofby,  as  fenior  alderman  in  his 
ov/n  coach,  with  a  failor  behind 
carrying  a  blue  flag,  with  the 
word  KEPPEL  in  large  red  let¬ 
ters  :  next,  that  of  the  admiral,  in 
which  he  rode  with  Lord  R.  Ca- 
vendifh  on  his  right  hand  ;  after 
them  two  or  three  na\al  officers, 
the  other  aldermen,  commoners, 
and  city-officers  in  their  own  car¬ 
riages.  At  Charing  Crofs  the 
mob,  who  were  now  become  very 
numerous,  taking  off  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  horles,  drew  him  themfelves  ; 
and  three  bailors,  after  difplacing 
the  coachman,  got  upon  the  box, 
where  they  kpifted  the  Bag  from 
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the  alderman’s  coach.  Soon  after, 
this  the  proceffion  was  joined  by 
the  Marine  Society,  with  emble¬ 
matical  ftreamers,  which  followed 
the  city  marfnals.  At  Temple-bar 
a  band  of  martial  mufic  received 
him,  and  another  at  the  Qbelifk, 
at  the  bottom  of  Fleet-ffreet.  They 
arrived  at  the  London  tavern  about 
five  o’clock,  amidft  the  acclama¬ 
tions  of  a  prodigious  crowd  ;  and 
at  night  the  Manfion-houfe  was 
illuminated,  and  there  was  the 
mod:  general  illumination  through¬ 
out  London  and  Wedminiter  ever 
known. 

^  k  The  entertainment  which 
was  intended  for  Admiral 
Keppel  by  theWeiTIndia  planters 
and  merchants,  and  which  was 
fixed  for  to-day,  was  put  pff  by 
the  particular  defire  of  the  Admi¬ 
ral,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the 
exceffes  which  were  committed  on 
Saturday  lad,  and  which  he  or  his 
friends  could  not  reprefs3  might  be 
renewed  on  this  occafion. 

Died,  Ifaac  de  Groot,  great 
grandfon  to  the  learned  Grotius. 
He  had  long  been  fupported  by 
private  donations,  and  at  length 
was  provided  for  in  the  Charter- 
Jioufe,  where  he  died. 


MARCH. 

.  This  day  came  on  to  be 
3  *  tried  before  Earl  Mansfield, 
at  Guildhall,  a  caufe  in  which  a 
free  black  of  Anamaboe,  on  the 
coad  of  Africa,  named  Amiffa, 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  commander 
of  a  Liverpool  trader,  defendant. 
The  circumdances  of  the  plaintiff’s 
cafe  were  thefe  :  In  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1774,  the  defendant 
yvas  lying  with  his  fb ip  at  Anama- 
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boe,  and  being  in  want  of  hands, 
hired  the  plaintiff  as  a  failor  to  af- 
fid  in  navigating  the  fhip,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  him  part  of  his  wages. 
When  the  fhip  arrived  at  Montego 
Bay,  in  Jamaica,  the  plaintiff  was 
fent  with  three  other  failors  to  row 
fome  flaves  on  fhore,  ..which  the 
defendant  had  fold  to  a  planter 
there;  but  as  the  defendant  had 
previoufly  fold  the  plaintiff  alfo  as 
a  flave,  the  planter  would  not  fuf- 
fer  him  to  return,  but  fent  him  up 
to  the  mountains,  and  there  em¬ 
ployed  him  as  a  flave.  When  the 
defendant  returned  with  his  fhip 
to  Anamaboe,  he  gave  out  to  the 
plaintiff’s  friends  that  he  had  died 
on  his  paffage  ;  but  a  black  hap¬ 
pened  to  return  to  Anamaboe  a 
year  or  two  afterwards,  and  giving 
an  account  that  he  had  left  the 
plaintiff  in  flavery  at  Jamaica,  the 
king,  and  other  great  people  of 
the  country,  defired  Capt.  E.  who 
vvas  then  on  the  coaft  with  his  fhip, 
on  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  to  pur- 
chafe  the  plaintiff’s  redemption, 
and  to  fend  him  back  to  his  friends, 
the  expences  of  which  they  under¬ 
took  to  pay ;  and  the  better  to 
identify  his  perfon,  they  directed 
the  fon  of  one  Quaw,  a  gold -taker 
at  Anamaboe,  to  accompany  Capt. 
E.  on  his  voyage.  Soon  after 
their  arrival  at  jamaica,  they  found 
out  the  plaintiff,  redeemed  him 
after  a  flavery  of  near  three  years, 
and  brought  him  to  London,  where 
the  matter  vvas  laid  before  the  Af¬ 
rican  Committee,  who  ordered  the 
defendant  to  be  profecuted,  as  a 
means  of  deterring  captains  of 
fhips  from  the  like  practices  in 
future.  The  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe,  fummed  up  the 
evidence  with  fuitable  remarks  on 
the  good  policy  and  humanity  of 

fuch 
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fuch  a&Ions,  and  recommended  to 
the  jury  to  give  exemplary  da¬ 
mages.  The  jury,  after  flaying 
out  of  court  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  returned,  and  found  a  ver- 
di£l  for  the  plaintiff,  with  500L  da¬ 
mages, 

Extradl  of  a  letter  from  Madrid , 
dated  Feb.  22. 

*s  An  exprefs  is  arrived  at  court 
with  an  account  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  melancholy  event: - Count 

G‘Reilly  having  planned  and 
built  a  new  bridge  at  Puerta  de 
St.  Maria  ;  as  foon  as  it  was  bnifh- 
ed,  the  14th  of  this  month  was 
appointed  to  confer  a  benedi&ion 
upon  it,  when  a  vail  number  of 
perfons  abided  at  the  ceremony, 
in  the  middle  of  which  the  bridge 
fell  in.  The  number  of  perfons 
who  were  drowned,  killed,  or 
wounded,  is  not  yet  afcertained, 
but  it  is  computed  to  be  about 
600,  and  among  the  reft  the  eccle- 
fiaftic  who  officiated,  and  feveral 
perfons  of  the  moll  diftinguiffied 
families  in  the  kingdom.  The 
detail  of  this  accident  forms  a  moll 
melancholy  fiery ;  the  Countefs 
0‘Reilly  was  faved  in  a  providen¬ 
tial  manner,  while  many  noble¬ 
men  and  ladies  who  were  alfo  there 
were  loft.” 

,  ,  The  following  bills  re- 
3  ceived  the  royal  affent  by 
Com  million  : 

A  bill  for  raffing  a  certain  fum 
by  annuities,  and  a  lottery. 

A  bill  for  preventing  mutiny  and 
defertion. 

A  bill  for  the  better  government 
of  his  Majefty’s  blips,  veflels,  and 
forces  at  fea. 

A  bill  for  the  better  fupply  of 
mariners  and  feamen,  to  ferve  in 
his  Majefty’s  navy. 


A  bill  for  the  better  regulation 
of  mad-houfes. 

A  bill  for  raibng  a  fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  children 
of  the  clergy  in  Scotland. 

A  bill  for  the  better  relief  and 
employment  of  the  poor  in  certain 
hundreds  in  Suffolk. 

And  feveral  road  and  private 
bills. 

Yefterday  morning,  be-  , 
tween  two  and  three  o’clock,  f 

a  ftre  broke  out  at  a  ffiip-chand- 
ler’s  between  the  Hermitage-bridge 
and  Union-bairs,  Wapping,  which 
burnt  both  bdes  of  the  way  .  Up¬ 
wards  of  30  houfes  in  front  were 
con  fumed,  with  mob  of  their  fur¬ 
niture.  Many  houfes  were  burnt 
down  between  Hermitage-ftreet 
and  the  river  ;  and  feveral  oil  and 
hemp  warehoufes,  full  of  thofe  ar¬ 
ticles,  were  likewife  confumed.  It 
is  computed  that  about  100  houfes 
were  burnt  down  and  damaged, 
bebdes  warehoufes  with  pitch,  tar, 
malls,  &c.  and  other  cut-build¬ 
ings  ;  fome  blips  were  likewife 
confumed,  and  feveral  of  the  fmall 
craft.  See.  damaged.  Several  per¬ 
fons  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  a 
houfe  which  fell  down,  but  hap¬ 
pily  dug  out  alive  :  the  houfe  was 
thrown  down  by  the  explobon  of 
fome  gunpowder  lodged  in  the 
cellar.  Five  men  are  faid  to  be 
killed  by  the  falling  of  one  of  the 
houfes,  being  all  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

This  day  the  report  was 
made  to  his  Majefty  in 
council  by  the  Deputy-recorder,  of 
the  convidls  under  fentence  of  death, 
in  Newgate  :  when  the  following 
were  ordered  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  the  31ft  inftant,  viz. 
Naphthali  Jacobs,  for  Healing  in 
the  heufe  of  Jofeph  Smith,  at  H  ox- 

ton. 


/ 
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ton,  a  quantity  of  kitchen  furni¬ 
ture  ;  Rowland  Ridgley,  who  in 
December  feffion  was  convicted  of 
having  in  his  pofleflion  an  imple¬ 
ment  for  coining,  and  whofe  judg¬ 
ment  was  refpited  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges;  and  Frederick  John 
Eu (lace,  for  Healing  fome  linen 
and  (lockings,  the  property  of 
Henry  Johnfon,  in  the  rooms  over 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon’s  (tables,  in 
Grofvenor-ftreet. 

The  following  were  refpited  du¬ 
ring  his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  Robert 
Dare,  for  Healing  a  gold  Hide,  (et 
with  diamonds,  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Egerton,  to  whom  he  was 
fervant ;  John  Richmond,  alias 
Browes,  for  breaking  open  the 
houfe  of  Agnes  Heroins,  and  Heal¬ 
ing  gowns,  linen,  &c.  James 
Wooley,  for  Healing  in  the  houfe 
of  Robert  Sudlow,  in  Wigmore- 
Hreet,  24  pair  of  thread  Hockings ; 
John  Huddey,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  Henry  White,  in  Ken- 
iington,  and  Healing  linen  and 
apparel  ;  Sarah  Hill,  for  Healing 
fome  wearing  apparel,  &c.  the 
property  of  Elizabeth  Martin  ; 
William  Germain,  for  Healing  a 
gelding;  and  Thomas  Norman, 
for  robbing  Elizabeth  Cornet,  in 
Hart-llreet,  Crutched- friars,  of  a 
quantity  of  linen. 

,  At  Thetford  aflizes,  Nor- 
2Ct‘  *  folk,  this  week,  a  caufe 
was  tried  by  a  fpecial  jury,  between 
a  young  lady,  plaintiff,  and  a 
clergyman,  defendant.  The  ac¬ 
tion  was  brought  for  non-perfor¬ 
mance  of  a  marriage  contradl  ; 
when  it  appeared  on  the  trial  he 
preferred  His  fervant  maid,  whom 
he  married,  although  the  young 
lady  had  a  fortune  of  70,000  1. 
when  a  verdidl  was  given  for  the 
plaintiff  with  Scoi.  damages. 


ft  was  refolved  in  the  Houfe  ^  , 
of  Commons,  that  the  aid  ^3  * 
prohibiting  the  growth  of  tobacco 
in  Ireland  be  repealed  ;  and  that 
tobacco,  the  produce  of  Ireland, 
be  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
under  the  fame  privileges  as  were 
formerly  enjoyed  by  the  colonies. 

This  evening  the  ceremony  of 
the  chrilleningof  the  young  Prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun¬ 
cil-chamber,  St.  James’s,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbidiop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  His  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  Odlavius. 

The  Hne  feat  of  Sir  Thomas 
Dyke  Ackland,  at  Halincourt, 
was  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  very 
little  of  the  furniture  faved. 

At  Doctors  Commons,  ,  , 
the  Merits  of  a  libel, 
brought  by  the  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
narvon  againfl  his  lady,  on  a  charge 
of  adultery,  was  argued;  and  her 
ladyfhip’s  criminality  being  fully 
proved,  fentence  of  divorce  was 
pronounced  by  Dr.  Bettefivorth, 
chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

The  Arethufa  frigate.  Captain 
Holmes,  commander,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  near  Ufhant,  in 
purfuit  of  an  enemy.  The  crew 
were  faved,  and  treated  by  the 
French  with  every  mark  of  huma¬ 
nity. 

Paris ,  March  19.  M.  de  Sar- 
tine,  miniHer  of  the  marine  de¬ 
partment,  has  wrote  the  following 
circular  letter  to  all  captains  of 
armed  veffels,  privateers.  See. 

“  C'apt.  Cook,  who  failed  from 
Plymouth  in  July,  1778,  on  board 
the  Refolution,  in  company  with 
the  Difcovery,  Capt.  Clarke,  in 
order  to  make  fome  difeoveries  on 
the  coads,  iflands,  and  leas  of 
Japan  and  California,  being  on  the 

point 
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point  of  returning  to  Europe,  and 
as  fuch  difcoveries  are  of  general 
utility  to  all  nations,  it  is  the 
Icing’s  pleafure,  that  Capt.  Cooke 
fhall  be  treated  as  a  commander  of 
a  neutral  and  allied  power,  and 
that  all  captains  of  armed  veffels, 
&c.  who  may  meet  that  famous 
navigator,  fhall  make  him  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  king’s  Orders  on 
this  behalf,  but  at  the  fame  time 
let  him  know,  that  on  his  part  he 
muft  refrain  from  all  hodilities.” 

Died,  Mrs.  Clarke,  aged  102, 
the  mother  of  Mr.  Clarke,  of 
Covent-garden  theatre, 

'him  — — ■  i  ■■■■,.. .1.  —  —  ■'  — 

APRIL. 


Lent  Assizes. 


At  Oxford  three  condemned — 
all  refpited. 

At  Reading  four— all  refpited. 

At  Northampton  three — left  for 
execution. 

At  Wincheder  eleven — all  re¬ 
prieved  for  the  land  or  fea  fervice. 

At  Cambridge  four — one  left 
for  execution. 

At  Huntingdon  two — both  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Worceder  four— all  repriev¬ 


ed. 

At  Maiddone  eight. 

At  Aylefbury  eight — live  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Bedford  one — reprieved. 

At  Salifbury  one — reprieved. 

At  Glouceder  ten — one  repriev¬ 


ed. 


At  York  fix — one  reprieved. 
At  Leiceder  two. 

At  Kingfton,  Surry,  feven. 
At  Ead  Grinftead  one. 

At  Exeter  five. 


At  Lincoln  one. 

At  Lancader  two. 

At  Bury  Affizes  (holden  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk)  came  on  the 
trial  of  two  midfhipmen,  and  14 
others  of  a  prefs-gang,  committed 
to  Ipfwich  gaol  in  December  lad, 
for  the  murder  of  one  Thomas 
Nichols,  a  publican  there  ;  when 
the  Jury,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Judge,  brought  in  a  Special  Ver- 
di£t,  containing  all  the  material 
fadts  proved  on  the  trial,  and 
praying  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench  upon  the  feveral 
points  of  law  arifing  thereon, 
among  which  is  that  mod  impor¬ 
tant  and  long-conteded  queftion 
refpedling  the  right  of  impreffing 
feamen  for  his  Majedy’s  fervice. 

At  Warwick  feven — four  (one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Shrewfbury  feven — two  (.one 
for  murder)  executed. 

At  Stafford  four — one  of  whom 
(George  Eadhop,  for  murdering  a 
man  who  attempted  to  imprefs 
him)  was  executed. 

At  Taunton  four — three  re- 
• 

At  the  above  affizes  came  on  the 
trial  of  Count  Rice  for  the  death 
ofVifcountDu  Barre.  When  the 
evidence  on  the  fide  of  the  crown 
was  doled,  the  Count  in  a  fhort 
defence  dated  the  commencement 
and  progrefs  of  his  conneftions 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  nearly  as 
follows  : 


“  My  acquaintance,  faid  he, 
with  Vifcount  Du  Barre  originated 
at  Paris  in  the  year  1774.  His  fa¬ 
mily  were  then  foliciting  fome  fa¬ 
vour  at  Vienna,  and  my  connec¬ 
tions  at  that  Court,  which  he 
thought  might  be  ferviceable  to 


him5  engaged  his  attention  to  me. 

We 
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We  lived  from  that  period,  till 
the  day  before  his  death,  in  an  in- 
tercourfe  of  mutual  good  offices 
a-tid  civility.  An  expenfive  line  of 
life,  and  confiderable  Ioffes  at 
play,  frequently  involved  him  in 
difficulties,  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  which  he  often  borrowed 
large  fums  of  money  from  me.  I 
have  in  my  poffeffion  letters,  which 
I  lhall  now  produce,  acknowledg¬ 
ing  the  receipt  of  various  fums  of 
money,  as  well  as  bills  and  notes 
of  hand,  to  the  amount  of  fome 
thoufands  of  pounds  ftill  unpaid, 
and  which,  from  the  embarraffed 
Hate  of  his  affairs,  I  mull  look  on 
as  totally  loft. 

“  A  gouty  humour  which  fell 
upon  his  bowels  and  legs  laft  fum- 
mer  induced  fome  Englifh  phyfi- 
cians  he  met  at  Spa  to  recommend 
the  .ufe  of  the  Bath  waters.  De¬ 
termined,  as  it  appears  by  thefe 
letters  written  a  few  days  before 
he  fet  off"  for  England,  to  play  no 
more,  and  to  regulate  his  affairs 
with  prudence,  he  refolved  upon 
this  excurfion,  in  order  to  attend 
to  his  health,  and  reftcre  his  peace 
of  mind.  He  frequently  folicited 
me  to  accompany  him,  to  which  I 
at  lait  confented  ;  and  accordingly 
vve  came  to  England  together  at  a 
mutual  and  proportional  expence. 
We  took  a  houfe  at  Bath,  and 
lived  there  upon  the  fame  terms. 
For  fome  weeks  we  continued  to 
live  at  Bath  on  our  former  and 
accuftomed  intimacy,  and,  though 
the  Vifcount  Du  Bar  re  was  a  man 
of  an  impetuous  temper,  without 
any  material  disagreement  till  the 
unfortunate  difpuce,  which  termi¬ 
nated  in  the  lofs  of  his  life,  and 
the  imminent  hazard  of  mine.  Ic 
is  needlefs  here  to  enter  into  the 
origin  of  that  difpute,  or  impute 


blame  to  the  deceafed,  who  can  no 
longer  vindicate  his  condud.” 

The  Count,  after  fome  pathetic 
obfervationson  the  fufferings  he  had 
undergone  from  his  wound,  con¬ 
cluded  by  referring  to  the  evidence 
already  given,  as  fome  reafons,  he 
faid,  prevented  his  calling  the  fe- 
conds  before  the  Court  with  pro¬ 
priety,  and  committed  himfelf 
with  confidence  into  the  hands  of 
his  Jury;  perfuaded,  to  ufe  his 
own  words,  that,  in  order  to  de¬ 
termine  juftly  upon  his  conduct,  in 
the  crime  imputed  to  him,  they 
would  put  themfelves  in  his  fftua- 
tion,  and  adopt  thefe  feelings  by 
which  he  was  neceffarily  aduated 
on  the  unfortunate  occafion. 

Mr.  Juffice  Nares  addreffed  the 
Jury  in  an  affeding  fpeech  ;  re¬ 
marked  to  them  in  particular  the 
unufual  backward nefs  the  prifoner 
had  {hewn,  in  this  tranfadion,  and 
his  humanity  to  the  unfortunate 
Vifcount  after  his  fall,  and  direded 
a  verdid  for  Manflaughter.  The 
Jury,  after  a  fhort  confultation, 
defired  to  know  if  they  might  not 
locally  acquit  the  prifoner  ;  and 
after  a  few  minutes  deliberation % 
pronounced  him  Not  Guilty. 

This  day,  by  virtue  of  a  « 
commiffion  from  his  Majefty,  1 
the  royal  affent  was  given  to  the 
following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  laying  additional 
duties  on  certain  goods  under  the 
infpedion  of  the  Commiffioners  of 
Excife  and  Cuftoms. 

The  Bill  for  allowing  the  im¬ 
portation  of  certain  goods  fold  to 
foreigners  in  Britifh- built  {hips. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encoura¬ 
ging  the  white  herring-fiffiery. 

The  bill  for  better  encouraging 
the  Iriffi  linen  manufadory. 

The 
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The  bill  to  revive  and  continue 
certain  expiring  laws. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
lottery-office  keepers  ;  and  alfo  to 
feveral  other  public  and  private 
bills. 

i  This  evening,  as  Mifs  Reay 
'  *  was  coming  out  of  Covent- 

garden  theatre,  in  order  to  take 
her  coach,  accompanied  by  two 
friends,  a  gentleman  and  a  lady, 
between  whom  fhe  walked  in  the 
Piazza,  a  man  ftepped  up  to  her 
without  the  fmalleit  previous  me¬ 
nace,  or  addrefs,  put  a  piftol  to 
her  head,  and  ffiot  her  inftantly 
dead.  He  then  fired  another  at 
hirofelf,  which,  however,  did  not 
prove  equally  effectual.  The  ball 
grazed  upon  the  upper  part  of  the 
head,  but  did  not  penetrate  fuffi- 
ciently  to  produce  any  fatal  effedt ; 
he  fell,  however;  and  fo  firmly 
was1  he  bent  upon  the  entire  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  defiru&ion  he  had 
meditated,  that  he  was  found  beat¬ 
ing  his  head  with  the  utmoft  vio¬ 
lence  with  the  butt  end  of  the  pif- 
tol,  by  Mr.  Mahon,  apothecary, 
of  Covent-garden,  who  wrenched 
the  piftol  from  his  hand.  He  was 
carried  to  the  Shakefpeare,  where 
his  wound  was  drafted.  In  his 
pockets  were  found  two  letters  ; 
one  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  written  to  Mifs  Reay,  and  the 
other  to  his  brother-in-law,  in 
Row-ftreet.  The  fir II  of  thefe 
epiftles  is  replete  with  warm  ex- 
preffions  of'  affection  to  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  objeft  of  his  love,  and  an 
earned  recommendation  of  his  paf- 
fion.  The  other  contains  a  pathe¬ 
tic  relation  of  the  melancholy  re- 
iolution  he  had  taken,  and  a  con- 
feffion  of  the  caufe  that  produced 
it.  He  laid,  he  could  not  live 


without  Mifs  Reay  ;  and  fince  he 
had  found,  by  repeated  applica¬ 
tion,  that  he  was  fhut  out  front 
every  hope  of  pofieffing  her,  he  had 
conceived  this  defign  as  the  only 
refuge  from  a  mifery  which  he 
could  not  fupport.  He  heartily 
wifhed  his  brother  that  felicity 
which  fate  had  denied  him,  and 
requefted  that  the  few  debts  he 
owed  might  be  difeharged  from 
the  difpofal  of  his  effects.  When 
he  had  fo  far  recovered  his  facul¬ 
ties  as  to  be  capable  of  fpeech,  he 
enquired  with  great  anxiety  con¬ 
cerning  Mifs  Reay  ;  being  told  fhe 
was  dead,  he  defired  her  poor  re¬ 
mains  might  not  be  expofed  to 
the  obfervation  of  the  curious  mul¬ 
titude.  About  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  Sir  John  Fielding  came 
to  the  Shakefpeare,  and  not  find¬ 
ing  his  wounds  of  a  dangerous  na¬ 
ture,  ordered  him  to  be  conveyed 
to  Tothill-fields  bridewell.  This 
ill-fated  criminal  was  a  clergyman  ; 
about  four  years  ago  he  was  an  of¬ 
ficer  in  the  army  ;  but  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  fuccefs  in  the  military 
profeffion,  by  the  advice  of  his 
friends  he  foon  after  quitted  it,  and 
affumed  the  gown. 

The  body  of  the  unhappy  lady 
was  carried  into  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern  for  the  infpedtion  of  the 
coroner. 

When  the  news  of  this  misfor¬ 
tune  was  carried  to  a  cartain  noble- 

man,  the  Earl  of  S- - ch,  it  was 

received  by  him  with  the  utmoft 
concern  ;  he  wept  exceedingly, 
and  lamented  with  every  other  to¬ 
ken  of  grief  the  interruption  of  a 
connexion  which  had  lalted  for  17 
years  with  happinefs  to  both. 

She  had  had  nine  children  by 
the  noble  Lord,  five  of  whom  are 

now 
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flow  living,  and  have  been  in¬ 
truded  by  her  with  motherly  at¬ 
tention. 

^  The  man  who  a  few  days 
IOta*  ago  was  fent  to  Liverpool 
by  Sir  John  Fielding  to  apprehend 
a  Mr.  Lowe,  fufpeded  of  being 
concerned  in  fetting  the  new  hof- 
pital,  for  the  reception  of  blind 
patients  at  Kentifh  Town,  on  fire, 
returned  to  London,  with  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  Lowe  being  apprehen¬ 
ded,  and  examined  before  the 
mayor  of  Liverpool,  had,  in  the 
night  before  lie  was  to  be  brought 
to  town,  poifoned  himfelf.  This 
Lowe  was  originally  a  livery  fer- 
vant.  He  afterwards  kept  a  pub¬ 
lic  houfe,  in  which  he  fcraped  up 
fome  money  :  when,  by  ufurious 
means,  he  made  a  fmall  fortune, 
and  then  commenced  gentleman. 
He  afterwards  took  a  genteel  houfe 
the  corner  of  Qneen-fquare,  Or- 
mond-ftreet,  where  he  refided  till 
the  late  affair  happened.  He  was 
a  man  of  uncommon  addrefs,  for 
one  whofe  mind  was  uncultivated 
with  any  degree  of  learning.  He 
pafied  for  a  very  benevolent,  cha¬ 
ritable  man,  having  done  many 
a£ls  of  beneficence  through  often- 
tation,  and  has  fubfcribed  to  many 
of  the  public  charities,  to  give  the 
world  a  high  opinion  of  his  fine 
and  generous  feelings.  By  thefe 
means  he  obtained  the  late  ftation 
of  treafurer  and  chief  condudlor  of 
the  new-inftituted  charity  ;  by 
which,  it  is  averred,  he  obtained 
the  poffeffion  of  near  5000  1.  It 
appears  that  combultibles  had  been 
conveyed  into  the  houfe  through  a 
pane  of  glafs,  though  the  fame  did 
not  take  effedl  till  after  he  had  fet 
out  for  Liverpool,  where  he  pre¬ 
tended  bufinefs  ;  yet,  there  having 
been  neither  fire  nor  candle  ufed  in 


the  houfe,  and  fome  other  circum- 
ftances  arifing  to  create  fufpicion, 
he  was  queftioned  about  it  by  let¬ 
ter,  and  prevaricated  fo  much, 
that  there  remained  no  fort  of 
doubt  with  Sir  John  Fielding  but 
that  he  was  the  principal  incen¬ 
diary  ;  which  his  untimely  death 
has  confirmed.  He  has  fince  been 
buried  in  a  crofs-road,  and  a  flake 
is  driven  through  his  body,  as  a 
fuicide. 

This  morning,  about  nine  ,  * 
o’clock,  the  Reverend  Mr.  1 
Hackman  was  brought  from  New¬ 
gate  to  the  bar  of  the  Sefiions- 
houfe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  where -he 
was  arraigned  for  firing  a  piftol  at 
Mifs  Reay,  as  fhe  was  coming  out 
of  Covent-garden  playhoufe.,  on. 
Wednefday  the  7th  inft.  which 
killed  her  on  the  fpot ;  to  which 
indidlment  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty ; 
when  the  feverat  witnefies  were 
examined,  they  gave  the  fame  evi¬ 
dence  as  they  had  given  before  Sir 
fohn  Fielding,  which  being  gone 
through  with.  Judge  Blackftone, 
who  tried  him,  called  on  Mr, 
Hackman  to  make  his  defence,  or, 
if  he  chofe  it,  he  might  leave  it  to 
his  counfel.  After  Mr.  Hackman 
had  wiped  a  Hood  of  tears  from  his 
eyes,  he  pulled  out  a  fheet  of  pa¬ 
per  from  his  pocket,  and  read,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  nearly  to 
this  purport:  “  My  Lord,  I  now 
ftand  arraigned  fora  heinous  crime, 
and  if  found  guilty,  mud  fuller 
the  death  that  the  laws  of  my 
country  have  allotted  in  fuch  cafes ; 
and  as  I  have  taken  away  the  life 
of  one  whofe  life  was  dearer  to 
me  than  my  own,  I  therefore  (hall 
meet  my  unhappy  fate  with  forti¬ 
tude  and  refignation,  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  juftnefs  of  my  fen- 
Unce.”  The  Judge  afterward-1? 

fummed 


208]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779.' 


fummed  up  the  evidence,  and  gave 
his  charge  to  the  Jury  in  an  excel¬ 
lent  fpeech,  in  which  he  faid,  that 
the  letter  found  in  the  prifoner’s 
pocket,  directed  to  his  brother-in- 
law,  was  fufhcient  to  conclude  he 
was  not  infane.  The  jury,  with¬ 
out  going  out  of  court,  found  him 
guilty,  when  the  Deputy-recorder 
paffed  fentence  on  him,  and  he 
was  executed  the  Monday  follow¬ 
ing. 

,  This  day  the  feffions  en- 
ded  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following-  convicts  received 
fentence  of  death,  viz.  Thomas 
Fox,  for  healing  a  mare  from  Ri¬ 
chard  Clewin,  at  Hendon,  and  on 
another  indictment,  for  healing 
a  mare  from  William  Hands  in 
Northampton  (hi  re  ;  John  Harris, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  William  Prior,  in  Coven¬ 
try- ftreet,  and  healing  a  quantity 
of  china;  Capt.  James  Major,  for 
fending  a  threatening  letter  to  Sir 
William  Mufgrave,  threatening  to 
murder  him  ;  Elizabeth  Lambert 
and  Mary  New,  for  robbing  Mary 
Beachman  on  the  King’s  highway  ; 
James  Hackman,  Clerk,  for  the 
wilful  murther  of  Martha  Reay, 
fpinher  ;  William  Walker,  for 
burglariouhy  breaking  open  the 
hcufe  cf  james  Pentecrois,  in 
Shoe-lane,  and  healing  a  quantity 
of  copper,  brafs,  &c.  Chrihopher 
Foley  and  PeterWeldon,  for  coin¬ 
ing  and  counterfeiting  the  King’s 
iilver  coin,  called  Sixpences,  at 
the  houfe  of  Weldon,  in  Oat-lane, 
Noble-hreet  ;  three  were  fenten- 
ced  to  hard  labour  on  the  river 
Thames,  eleven  were  burnt  in  the 
hand,  and  ordered  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of  correc¬ 
tion  for  divers  terms  ;  nine  were 
ordered  to  be  whipped,  and  feven- 


teen  difcharged  by  proclamation  % 
John  Vincent,  convicted  of  feloni- 
oufty  killing  arid  flaying  Mary 
Dollard,  a  woman  with  whom  he 
had  cohabited  many  years,  by 
(hooting  at  and  wounding  her  in 
the  back  and  fhoulder,  with  a  gun 
loaded  with  pdwder  and  (hot,  of 
which  wound  hie  languifhed  fome 
time,;  aiid  then  died,  in  the  parifh 
of  Fulham,  wras  branded,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  imprifbned  one  year  in 
Newgate.  William  Stenfon  was 
Convicted  of  felonioufly  counter¬ 
feiting  the  copper  money  of  this 
kingdom,  called  Halfpence,  and 
ordered  to  be  branded  in  the  hand^ 
and  imprifoned  one  year  in  New¬ 
gate. 

One  Browne  was  tried  for  wil¬ 
fully  fetting  fire  to  his  houfe  at 
Wapping,  which  occafioned  the 
late  dreadful  conflagration.  An 
Alibi  was  proved,  on  which  the 
Jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
brought  in  their  veidiCt,  Not 
Guilty^ 

Soon  after  came  on  the  trial  of 
Thomas  Hilliard,  for  wilfully  fet- 
tinp  fire  to  his  houfe  in  Bird-in¬ 
hand  Court,  G  heap  fide  ;  he  was 
acquitted  on  a  point  of  law,  viz,- 
that  the  clofet  he  fet  fire  to,  was 
not  any  part  of  the  dweliing- 
houfe. 

The  Judges  met  in  the 
even!  no-  at  Lord  Chief 

f  O  ^  4 

juflice  De  Grey’s  houfe  in  Lin- 
coin’s-inn-fields,  to  give  their  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  cafe  of  James  DonaL 
ly,  convicted  the  feffion  before  lafl 
for  a  robbery  on  the  perfon  of  the 
Hori.  Charles  Fielding,  fon  of  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh,  when  Counfel 
were  fir  It  heard,  viz.  Mr.  Howarth 
in  behalf  of  the  crown,  and  Mr. 
Graham  in  behalf  of  the  prifoner* 
who  having  withdrawn,  their  Lord- 
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(hips  fingly  delivered  their  opinion, 
each  of  whom  were  clearly  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  threat  of  the  pri lo¬ 
ner,  when  he  demanded  Mr.  Fiel¬ 
ding’s  money,  viz.  “  You  had 
better  comply,  or  I’ll  take  you  be¬ 
fore  a  magillrate,  and  charge  you 
with  an  unnatural  crime,”  was 
equivalent  to  an  a&ual  violence, 
and  was  fuch  a  method  as  in  com¬ 
mon  experience  was  likely  to  oc- 
cafion  fear,  and  induce  any  man 
to  part  with  his  property.  Lord 
Mansfield  with  great  energy  oh- 
ferved,  that  it  was  afpecious  mode 
of  robbery  of  late  grown  very 
common,  invented  by  fraud  to 
evade  the  law,  but  which  would 
not  fufferitfelf  to  be  evaded.  God 
only  knows  what  numberlefs  rob¬ 
beries  of  this  kind  would  have 
been  perpetrated  by  thefe  deteft- 
able  wretches  on  timorous  minds, 
if  their  Lordfhips  had  been  of  a 
different  opinion. 

Died,  At  Perfhore,  in  Worcef- 
terfhire,  in  his  55th  year,  the  Rev. 
J.  Afh,  LL.D.  an  eminent  Dif- 
lenting  minifler  ;  author  of  a  cele¬ 
brated  “  Engiifh  Grammar  ;”  of 
“  The  Complete  Engiifh  Dic¬ 
tionary  ;  ”  of  Sentiments  on 
Education  ;  ”  and  feveral  other 
publications. 


M  A  Y. 

Extra  51  of  a  Letter  from  Ireland , 
dated  May  I . 

tc  At  an  affembly  held  at  the 
Tholfel  of  the  city  of  Dublin 
the  1 6th  of  April,  1779,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolutions  were  agreed 
to  : 

Refolved,  That  the  unjuft,  illi¬ 
beral,  and  impolitic  oppofition 
Vql.  XXII. 


given  by  many  felf-interefied  peo¬ 
ple  of  Great  Britain  to  the  propo- 
fed  encouragement  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  kinghom, 
originated  in  avarice  and  ingra¬ 
titude. 

Refolved,  That  we  will  not, 
direftly  or  indirectly,  import  or 
ufe  any  goods  or  wares,  the  pro¬ 
duce  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  which  can  be  produced  or 
manufadtured  in  this  kingdom,-— 
till  an  enlightened  policy,  founded 
on  principles  of  juftice,  fhall  ap¬ 
pear  to  adtuate  the  inhabitants  of 
certain  manufadturing  towns  of 
Great  Britain,  who  have  taken  fa 
adtive  a  part  in  oppofing  the  regu¬ 
lations  propofed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  Ireland  :  and  that  they 
appear  to  entertain  fentiments  of 
reipedt  and  affedtion  for  their  fei- 
low-fubjedts  of  this  kingdom.” 

Lafl;  week  an  application 
was  made  to  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
for  an  Habeas  Corpus  to  bring  up 
two  lads  from  the  Nore,  who  had 
been  impreffed.  The  affidavits  oa 
which  the  application  for  the  Ha¬ 
beas  were  grounded,  ftated  them 
to  be  apprentices ;  when  Lord 
Mansfield  laid,  that  inflead  of  a 
Habeas  Corpus  he  fhould  go  a 
fhorter  way  to  work,  and  grant 
his  warrant  for  bringing  them  be¬ 
fore  him,  being  apprentices.  That 
he  knew  not  of  any  fuch  authority- 
till  fome  years  ago,  reading  fome 
old  law  books  ;  that  he  went  to 
Lord  Hardwicke,  and  confulted 
him  on  it,  who  agreed  that  it  was 
in  their  power  to  grant  their  war¬ 
rant  in  fuch  a  cafe  for  an  appren¬ 
tice  j  that  Lord  Chief  juftice  Holt 
was  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  that 
there  were  feveral  precedents  for 
it.  His  Lordlhip  ordered  the  re- 
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gular  Heps  to  be  taken  to  obtain 
the  warrant. 

I  Came  on  before  the  Barons 
J  *  of  the  Exchequer  the  hearing 
eft  a  caufe,  wherein  a  gentleman 
of  the  town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull 
was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  Huntingdon,  vicar  of  Kirk 
Elia,  defendant.  The  fuit  was 
for  the  tvthe  of  a  fmall  quantity 
of  potatoes,  value  17s.  which  the 
plaintiff  claimed  as  impropriator  ; 
when,  after  a  fair  hearing,  it  was 
determined  that  potatoes  are  a 
fmall  tythe  ;  and  the  Vicar’s  claim 
to  all  the  fmall  tyfhes  being  allow- 
Od,  the  Barons  decided  the  caufe 
in  favour  of  the  vicar,  and  ordered 
the  plaintiff’s  bill  to  be  difmiffed. 

Extract  of  a  tetter  from  Winchcfier. 

-V  ,,  S(  On  Monday  night  a  large 

4-1  “body  of  French  prifoners 
confined  in  the  King’s  houfe  here, 
found  means  to  let  themfelves 
down  into  a  vault  in  the  north 
wing,  from  whence  they  cut  a  hole 
through  the  foundation  of  the 
building,  and  undermined  the 
around  for  fome  diftance  ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  an  accident  oc- 
caiioned  by  their  eagernefs  in  get¬ 
ting  out,  in  which  a  boy’s  arm 
was  broke,  and  whole  fudden  cries 
Inftantly  alarmed  the  centinels,  it 
is  fuppofed  fome  hundreds  would 
have  got  off  undifeovered,  but, 
owing  to  the  above,  only  eleven 
made  their  efcape.” 

1  The  bill  for  veiling  in 
the  two  umvOrnties,  &c. 
the  exclufive  right  of  printing  al¬ 
manacks,  was  read  a  fecond  time; 
when  a  petition  from  Mr.  Garnan, 
bookfeller,  was  alfo  read,  praying 
to  be  heard  by  ceunfel  again  ft  the 
laid  bill,  which  was  granted  ; 
when  Mr,  Davenport  and  Mr,  Er- 


fkine  were  both  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  on  pleading  the  law 
again  ft  monopolies,  and  the  legal 
determination  of  the  courts  of 
Chancery  and  Common  Pleas,  the 
bill  was  rejected  on  a  divifion  60 
to  40. 

This  day  the  following  „  , 
bills  were'  palled  by  com-  1 
million  : 

An  aft  for  the  further  relief  of 
Proteftant  Dilfenting  Miriifters  and 
School  m  afters. 

An  a  61  to  repeal  fo  much  of  fe- 

i 

veral  afts  of  Parliament  as  prohi¬ 
bit  the  growth  and  produce  of  to¬ 
bacco  in  Ireland,  and  to  permit  the 
importation  of  tobacco  of  the 
growth  and  produce  of  that  king¬ 
dom  into  Great  Britain,  See. 

An  a 61  for  granting  a  bounty 
upon  the  importation  into  this 
kingdom  of  hemp,  of  the  growth 
of  Ireland,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  a 61  for  granting  a  drawback 
of  the  duties  impofed  by  an  a6t  of 
the  laft  fellion  of  Parliament  upon 
all  foreign  wines  exported  from 
Great  Britain  to  any  Britifh  colony 
in  America,  or  to  any  Britifh  let- 
tlement  in  the  Eaft-I'ndies. 

An  a 61  to  enable  the  Chancellor 
and  Council  of  the  Duchy  of  Lari* 
caller  to  fell  and  difpole  of  certain 
fee  farm  rents,  and  other  rents, 
&c. 

An  a 61  for  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  Martinmas  and  Candle¬ 
mas  terms  in  the  Court  of  Exche¬ 
quer  in  Scotland. 

An  a 61  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  On  ft  arch. 

And  to  feverasl  road,  inclofurd, 
and  other  bills. 

This  morning  the  Knights 
Eletft  of  the  Bath  affembled 
in  the  Prince’s  Chamber,  Weft- 
minfter.  About  'half  pall  eleven 

o’clock 
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o’clock  the  proceiTion  began  to  the 
Abbey,  after  walking  round  which 
they  entered  Henry  the  Seventh’s 
chapel,  where  they  were  initialled 
with  the  ufual  formality. 

The  Knights  in  (balled  were  Sir 
Robert  Gunning,  Bart.  Sir  James 
Adolphus  Oughton,  R.  H.  Sir 
John  Blaquiere,  Sir  George  Ho- 
w  ard,  R.  H.  Sir  John  Irwine,  Sir 
William  Gordon,  Sir  William 
Howe,  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hughes,  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Sir  Kedtor  Munro,  Sir  James  Har¬ 
ris,  and  the  Earl  of  Antrim. 

Sir  J.  A.  Oughton,  Sir  Edward 

ughes.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Sir 
James  Harris,  and  Sir  Hedtcr 
Munro,  were  initialled  by  Proxy. 

Ilis  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Fre¬ 
derick  fat  as  Great  Mailer,  and 
did  the  bufinefs  with  eafe  and  won¬ 
derful  propriety. 

A  gallery  was  erefled  over  the 
door  of  the  chapel,  in  which  the 
P'rince  of  Wales,  with  two  of  the 
Princes  his  brothers,  the  Duke  of 
Montagu,  &c.  fat  to  fee  the  cere¬ 
mony. 

The  Queen,  and  others  of  the 
royal  children,  were  placed  in  a 
gallery  built  for  that  purpofe,  near 
the  great  weftern  door  of  the  Ab¬ 
bey,  from  whence  they  had  a  full 
view  of  the  procellion  through  the 
Abbey  to  and  from  the  chapel. 

The  whole  ceremony  was  finifh- 
ed  by  half  after  two,  and  in  the 
evening  a  grand  ball  was  given  by 
the  knights  who  were  initialled,  at 
the  King’s  Theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  at  which  upwards  of  iooo 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  were 
prefen  t. 

,  This  day  James  Mathi- 
20  *  fon  was  tried  at  the  Old 

Bailey,  for  a  forgery  upon  the 
Bank  ofEngland. — There  perhaps 


never  appeared  in  any  court  of  juf- 
tice  fo  capital,  nor  fo  ingenious  a 
man  in  his  File  as  this  prifoner. 
He  has  reigned  longer  in  his  vil¬ 
lainy,  and  has  executed  it  with 
more  dexterity  than  any  that  pro¬ 
bably  ever  preceded  him.  His 
praftice  for  fome  time  part  had 
been  to  go  to  the  Bank,  and  take 
out  a  note  : — this  he  counterfeited,, 
paffed  the  copy  5  and  after  fome 
time  returned  the  original  again. 
The  frequency  of  his  applications 
at  laft  however  excited  fufpicions, 
which,  added  to  fome  other  cir- 
cumftances,  arifmg  from  his  ap¬ 
pearance  and  figure  in  life,  he 
was  taken  up.  On  his  apprehen- 
fion,  he  denied  the  accufation, 
called  himfelf  a  watch-maker,  and 
faid  he  lived  by  the  honed:  exercife 
of  his  employment  $  but  when  he 
was  brought  before  Sir  John  Field¬ 
ing-,  he  was  there  known  to  be  the 
perfon  who  had  been  charged  with 
forgeries  upon  the  Bank  at  Dar¬ 
lington  ;  and  being  told  there, 
that,  his  name  was  Mathifon,  and 
not  Mathews,  as  he  had  given  out, 
he  immediately  loft  all  confidence, 
and  taking  it  for  granted  that 
there  were  circumitances  already 
difcovered  entirely  fufhcient  for  his 
convidion  ;  he  faid,  it  was  need- 
lefs  to  conceal  any  thing  then, 
and  gave  an  ample  information  of 
his  various  frauds,  and  his  mode 
of  carrying  them  into  execution. 
The  particular  forgery  on  which 
he  was  charged  to-day,  was,  for 
uttering  a  twenty- poilnd  bank 
note.  Bank  of  England,  at  Co¬ 
ventry.  The  note  was  produced 
in  Court,  and  witnelfes  were 
brought  to  prove  its  having  been 
negociated  by  him.  This  fuel  be¬ 
ing  eftablifhed,  the  next  circurn- 
ftance  in  confideration  was,  to 
[D]  2  prove 
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prove  that  the  note  was  rfofolutely 
a  counterfeit  one.  This  his  pro- 
fecutors  were  totally  unable  to  do, 
by  any  teRimony  they  could  ad¬ 
duce,  fo  minutely,  and  fo  dexte- 
roully  had  he  feigned  all  the  diffe¬ 
rent  marks.  The  note  itfelf  was 
not  only  fo  made  as  to  make  it 
altogether  impoffible  for  any  hu¬ 
man  optic  to  perceive  a  difference, 
but  the  very  hands  of  the  cafhier 
and  the  entering  clerk  were  alfo 
fo  counterfeited,  as  entirely  to  pre¬ 
clude  a  politive  difcrimination, 
even  by  thefe  men  themfelves. 
The  water  mark  too,  namely. 
Bank  of  England,  which  the 
bankers  have  confidered  as  an  in¬ 
fallible  criterion  of  fair  notes,,  a 
mark  which  could  not  be  refem- 
bled  by  any  poffible  means,  was 
alfo  fo  hit  off  by  this  man,  as  to 
make  it  not  in  the  power  of  the 
moR  exafi  obferver  to  perceive  a 
difference.  Several  paper-makers 
were  of  opinion  that  this  mark 
m.u  ft  have  been  put  on  in  the 
making  of  the  paper,  but  Mathi- 
fon  declared  that  he  put  it  on 
afterwards  by  a  method  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  and  known  only  to 
himfelf. — The  extreme  ftmilitude 
of  the  fair  and  falfe  notes  had  inch 
an  effedt  upon  the  judge  and  jury, 
that  the  prifoner  would  certainly 
have  been  difcharged  for  want  of 
evidence  to  prove  the  counterfeit, 
if  his  own  information,  taken  at 
Fielding’s,  had  not  been  produced 
againft  him,  which  immediately 
turned  the  fcale  againR  him,  and 
he  was  found  guilty. 

n  This  day  the  fefiions  end- 
21  '  ed  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
five  convidts  received  judgment  of 
death  ;  twelve  were  fen te n'ced  to 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames  ; 
thirteen  were  ©rdered  to  hard  la¬ 


bour  in  the  houfes  of  correcHon, 
feveral  of  whom  were  branded  ; 
four  were  ordered  to  be  whipped  3 
and  fixteen  difcharged  by  procla¬ 
mation. 

A  refpite  during  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  was  fent  to  Newgate  for 
William  Walker,  a  prifoner  under 
fentence  of  death  for  burglary  in 
the  houfe  of  James  Penticrofs. 

Alfo  a  refpite,  until  the  16th  of 
June,  was  fent  to  the  fame  jail  for 
Capt.  James  Major,  a  prifoner 
under  the  like  fentence,  for  writing 
an  incendiary  letter  to  Sir  William 
Mufgrave. 

Sir  Thomas  Clavering,  , 
Gen.  Johnfione,  and  Mifs  22  1 
Maria  Clavering,  niece  to  Sir 
Thomas,  attended  the  quarter- 
feffions  at  Hicks’s-hall,  to  profe- 
cute  the  articles  of  the  peace  ex¬ 
hibited  the  day  before  againR  John 
Craggs,  Efq;  late  a  lieutenant 
in  the  EaR-India  Company’s  fer- 
vice,  on  behalf  of  Mifs  Clavering. 
By  the  articles,  it  appeared  that 
Mifs  Clavering  lived  in  Orchard- 
Rreet,  Oxford -ftreet,  with  her  un¬ 
cle  ;  that  for  three  months  paR  the 
lieutenant  had  followed  and  pur- 
fued  her  with  fuch  an  unwarrant¬ 
able  attachment  and  affection,  as 
juRly  alarmed  the  fears  of  Mifs 
Clavering;  that  on  the  12th  of 
May  he  wrote  her  a  letter,  in 
which,  arnonp-  other  terrifying  ex- 

*  O  J  O 

preffions,  he  made  ufe  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words : 

“  There  is  no  diftra&ion  of 
mind  equal  to  that  I  fuffer  for  you. 
Go  where  you  will,  I  will  follow 
you,  which  may  be  attended  with 
confequences  too  fatal  to  mention 
here  ;  and  as  for  myfelf,  I  have 
nothing  but  my  life  to  lofe,”  Mifs 
Clavering  alfo  declared,  that  fhe 
did  not  exhibit  the  articles  from 

malice 
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malice  or  hatred,  but  folely  to 
protect  herfelf,  as  fhe  was  in  fear 
of  lofs  of  life,  or  bodily  harm. 
For  form’s  fake,  Sir  John  Haw¬ 
kins  allied  Mtfs  Clavering,  if  ever 
fhe  had  given  any  encouragement 
to  his  addrefles  ?  To  which  Mifs 
Clavering  replied  in  the  negative, 
and  faid  (he  had  wrote  to  him,  by 
her  uncle  and  friends  orders,  de¬ 
firing  him  never  to  fee  her  more, 
it  appeared  cn  the  examination 
that  he  followed  her  to  Court,  to 
Salifbury,  Briftol,  Bath,  &c. 

The  lieutenant  was  called,  but 
did  not  appear,  when  the  Bench, 
confidering  his  conduct  and  terri¬ 
fying  threats,  ordered  that  he  be 
apprehended,  and  held  to  the 
peace,  as  well  to  all  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedls,  as  to  Mifs  Clavering  in 
particular,  to  find  fureties  in  500I. 
each,  and  himfelf  in  ioool.  for 
feven  years,  at  the  fame  time 
granting  a  warrant  againft  him, 
with  an  order  of  Court  for  an 
hour’s  notice  of  bail,  with  refe¬ 
rences  therein  to  Sir  John  Fielding 
to  take  bail. 

Me  firs.  Kelly,  Lindfay,  Carter, 
Hill,  Durell,  and  another,  fix 
Weftminfter  fchool-boys,  were  like- 
wife  tried  for  an  afiault  on  a  man 
in  Dean’s-yard,  Wefiminfter,  in 
January  laft,  when  they  beat  and 
wounded  him  in  a  moft  Blocking 
manner,  and  after  that  Kelly, 
with  a  drawn  knife  in  his  hand, 
faid,  *  If  you  don’t  kneel  down 
and  afk  pardon,  I  will  rip  you  up,’ 
which  the  man  was  compelled  to 
do  to  fave  his  life. 

Hill  and  Durell  pleaded  not  guil¬ 
ty,  the  reft  pleaded  guilty.  Hill 
was  acquitted  for  want  ol  evidence, 
and  Durell  found  guilty,  but  fined 
only  is.  on  a  doubt  ®f  his  being 


a  principal  among  thefe  polite 
young  ruffians.  The  faffs  being 
fully  proved,  the  other  four  were 
fentenced  to  a  month’s  imprifon- 
ment  in  Bridewell,  and  look  fine 
to  be  paid  among  them  ;  but  if 
they  would  in  court  afk  the  prole - 
cutor’s  pardon  on  their  knees,  as 
they  had  compelled  him  to  alk 
theirs,  the  court  would  take  off 
the  imprifonment :  they  absolute¬ 
ly  refufed  afking  pardon  on  their 
knees.  The  fentence  flood  thus 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Carter,  one  of  the  four, 
applied  to  the  court,  and  told 
them  that  his  fon  was  elected  to 
Chrift-college,  Oxford,  and  muft 
go  there  in  a  few  days,  or  lofe  the 
benefit  of  that  election.  On  this 
the  court  took  off  his  imprifon¬ 
ment. 

This  being  done,  fome  of  the 
magiftrates  moved,  that  the  reft 
might  have  their  imprifonment 
taken  off  alfo.  This  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  by  the  chairman,  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  and  feveral  other  jufti- 
ces,  but  on  a  divifion  it  was  car¬ 
ried  to  take  olf  the  imprifonment 
nine  againft  7. 

They  then  were  directed  to  make 
the  profecutor  fatisfaflion,  and  he 
faid,  as  he  had  before  offered  to 
take  50I.  belides  his  cofts,  he 
wqjuld  take  it  then.  The  friends 
of  the  boys  paid  the  profecutor  in 
court  50I.  and  Mr.  Denton,  his 
attorney  20I.  for  the  cofts,  who, 
to  his  honour,  carried  on  the  pro- 
fecution  with  a  fpirit  due  to  the 
attrocious  barbarity  of  the  petty 
claffical  bravoes. 

Peterfourgh,  May'll.  On  Sun¬ 
day  the  new-born  Great  Duke  was 
baptized  at  Zarfco-Zelo,  by  the 
name  of  Conftantine ;  the  Em- 
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prefs  was  the  fponfor.  After  the 
ceremony  the  foreign  minifters  and 
nobility  dined  with  her  Imperial 
Majefty  at  a  table  of  two  hundred 
covers.  On  this  occafion  feveral 
promotions  were  made  in  the  civil 
and  military  departments. 

Died.  Mr.  Oakes,  at  Newing¬ 
ton,  aged  107. 

In  Derbyfhire,  J.  Simpfon, 
aged  1 1 4. 


JUNE. 

Yefterday  the  following 
Jl1'*  bills  received  the  royal  affent 
by  cominifiion. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  by 
private  diftillers. 

The  bill  to  prevent  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  payment  of  wages  to 
perfons  employed  in  the  bone  and 
thread-lace  manufadlcry. 

The  bill  for  the  preservation  of 
the  river  Lee. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  certain  duties  on  licences  to 
be  taken  out  by  perfons  letting  to 
hire  horfes  for  travelling  pod. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  a£l  of 
the  1 6th  of  his  prefen t  Majeily, 
for  the  punifhment  by  hard  labour 
of  offenders,  Who  Hr  all  become  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  tranfported,  £rc. 

The  bill  for  taking  off  the  duty 
upon  all  fait  ufed  in  curing  pil¬ 
chards. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  take  the 
oaths  to  qualify  themfelves  for 
offices,  &c. 

The  bill  for  difcontinuing  the 
duties  on  cotton  wool,  the  growth 
and  produdlofthe  Briiifh  colonies, 
in  America. 


The  bill  for  allowing  the  import 
tation  of  goods  into  this  kingdom 
from  Alia  and  Africa. 

The  bill  for  diffolving  the  mar* 
rlage  of  the  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  with  his  now  wife. 

And  feveral  road  and  inclofure 
bills. 

Came  on  before  Sir  Francis  ^ 
Builer  and  a  fpecial  jury,  an 
aftion  brought  on  behalf  of  the 
owners  of  the  London  Eaft-Xndia- 
man,  who  charged  Captain  Drake, 
of  the  Ruffel  man  of  war,  with, 
wilfully  and  neglectfully  running 
down  the  London  ;  and  laid  their 
damages,  arifmg  from  his  con¬ 
duct,  at  50,000b  The  jury  were 
out  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  returned  with  a  verdict  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  defendant. 

By  a  lilt  of  the  number  of  empty 
houfes  in  the  city  of  London,  as 
returned  by  the  deputies  of  the 
feveral  wards,  the  total  appears  to 
be  1104,  the  rents  of  which  are 
calculated  to  amount  to  26,375b 

An  important  queftion,  in 
the  caufe  between  the  Rev. 

Mr.  Sellon,  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
a  clergyman  of  Northampton-cha- 
pel,  came  before  the  Ecclefiaflical 
Court.  Mr.  Sellon  inftituted  a 
ftsit  againft  the  clergyman,  for 
quitting  the  cure  of  fouls  in  his 
own  proper  parifh,  in  Nor th amp- 
tonfhire,  and  for  intruding  into 
his  parifh  of  Clerkenwell,  and 
there  reading  prayers,  preaching, 
and  doing  other  ecclefiaflical  offi¬ 
ces.  The  clergyman  proteiled 
againft  the  proceedings,  and  fet 
up  a  plea,  that  he  was  a  chaplain 
to  Lady  Huntingdon,  and  that 
the  right  and  privilege  of  peerage 
exempted  him  from  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  fpiritual  court,  and  that 

the 
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the  matter  ought  to  be  tried  only 
by  the  peers  of  the  realm.  This 
point  was  very  ably  and  fully  ar¬ 
gued  ;  and  afeer  a  hearing  of  three 
hours,  the  judge  declared  that  the 
defendant  was  fubjeft  to  thejurif- 
diftion  of  the  court,  and  that  the 
iuit  mud  proceed  againft  him. 

,  Were  called  to  .the  bar, 
3  '  by  the  Society  of  the  Inner 

Temple,  Meff.  Pepys.,  Franklin, 
and  Bond.  The  celebrated  Mr. 
Horne  was  likewife  a  candidate, 
but  rejected.  The  fociety,  upon 
his  fignifying  a  defire  of  being 
called  this  term,  having,  or  pre¬ 
tending  to  have  a  . doubt  upon  the 
propriety  of  calling  him,  applied 
to  the  other  inns  of  court,  to  be 
informed  by  them,  whether  they 
judged  it  proper,  that  a  clergyman 
in  full  orders  fhould  be  admitted 
to  the  bar? — Anfvvers  importing 
their  determination  that  it  would 
be  improper,  being  received  from 
all  the  inns,  that  gentleman  was 
in  conference  refufed. 

,  Th,is  morning  Prince 

U  William  Henry,  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  third  fon,  fet  off  for  Portf- 
mouth,  to  go  on  board  Admiral 
Digby’s  fhip,  the  grand  fleet  go¬ 
ing  out  on  a  cruize.  His  Highnefs 
goes  as  midffiipman  in  the  Prince 
George. 

This  day  the  following  bills  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  affent  by  virtue 
of  a  commiffion  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  viz. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  aft  for 
laying  a  tax  on  auctions  and  fales. 

The  bill  for  the  augmentation 
cf  the  judges  falaries. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 
jedy  additional  duties  .on  vellum, 
parchment,  and  paper. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Ead 
India  company,  for  a  limited  time. 


certain  territorial  acquifitions  ob¬ 
tained  in  India,  &c. 

The  houfe  and  fervants  tax  bill. 

The  bill  for  railing  1,500,0001. 
by  loans,  and  the  bill  for  raiding 
1,900,0001.  by 'Exchequer  bills. 

And  Bromfield’s,  Sealy’s,  and 
Sewell’s  divorce  bills. 

Lately  was  depoficed  in  -  , 
the  library  of  the  Univer-  1  *  ' 
fity  of  Edinburgh  a  cabinet  of  me¬ 
dals,  prefente.a  by  Princefs  Daf- 
chaw,  Countefs  of  Woronzow  ; 
containing,  1.  A  feries  of  the  So¬ 
vereigns  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Grand 
Duke  Rurick,  who  reigned  at  Ng- 
vogrod,  A.D.  S62,  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  who  was  placed 
on  the  throne,  A  D.  1741.  2.  The 
medallic  hidory  of  Ruffia,  in  a  fe¬ 
ries  of  medals  llruck  in  comme¬ 
moration  of  the  great  events  which, 
have  happened  in  that  empire  from 
the  birth  of  Peter  the  Great,  A.D. 
1672,  to  the  birth  of  Alexander, 
fon  of  the  prefent  Grand  Duke, 
A.D.  1777.  3.  Medals  llruck 

under  different  Sovereigns,  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  illuftrious  perfons,  who 
had  d’dinguifned  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  All  the 
medals  in  this  collection  are  of 
exquifite  workmanffip.  Several 
of  them  finifhed  by  Ruffian  artids ; 
and,  in  elegance  of  defign,  as 
well  as  execution,  not  inferior  to 
the  medals  of  any  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Sixteen  jailors,  lately  tried  at 
Ipfwich  for  the  murder  of  a  publi¬ 
can,  at  whofe  houfe  they  went  to 
irnprels  a  man,  and  their  cafe 
found  fpeclal,  were  brought  before 
the  Court  of  King’s-bench,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  final  decifion  of  that 
court ;  when,  on  fome  deleft  iu 
the  verdift  in  not  fixing  the  mur¬ 
der  on  any  one  in  particular,  the 
[9]  4  whole 
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whole  were  judged  innocent,  and 
confequently  discharged, 
c  1  Mr.  Beacroft,  in  behalf 

1 8  th.  r  i  r 

or  a  great  number  oi  pn- 
foners  in  the  King’s- bench,  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  petition  to  the  court. 
With  an  affidavit  annexed,  praying 
their  lordihips  interference  and 
Support,  againft  Several  complaints 
therein  ftated,  and  ill  treatment 
they  have  received  from  a  number 
of  affociated  prifoners,  who  had, 
in  opposition  to  all  law,  in  defiance 
of  the  marfhal’s  power,  and  con¬ 
trary  to  all  ideas  of  ho  hefty  and 
humanity,  erected  themfelves  into 
a  kind  of  tribunal,  difpofed  of  the 
property,  and  inflidled  corporal 
punishment  on  all  who  refufed  to 
comply  with  their  violent  and  un¬ 
juft  commands. 

Mr.  Beacroft  faid,  that  a  Capt. 
Philips  and  a  Mr.  Chillingfworth 
had  faiftioned  a  Court  of  King’s- 
bench  within  the  walls  of  the  pri- 
fon,  and  that  the  former  filled 
himfelf  marfhall,  the  latter  his 
deputy.  That,  aftifted  by  about 
So  more,  they  ilTued  precepts, 
fummonfes,  orders,  decrees,  exe¬ 
cutions,  &c.  againft  the  perfons 
and  property  of  prifoners,  and 
committed  many  flagrant  a£ls  of 
oppreffion  and  injufiice,  which 
Mr.  Beacroft  obferved  did  not  call 
for  any  particular  motion,  but 
might  be  fubmitted  in  the  grofs  to 
the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the 
court.  The  petition  and  affidavit 
were  read,  which  formed  nine  dif¬ 
ferent  complaints  to  the  court. 
That  there  were  only  14.0  rooms 
in  the  prifon,  and  near  600  pri¬ 
foners  ;  that  they  were  difpofTefted 
of  their  rooms,  at  the  will  and 
difcretion  of  the  above  court ;  that 
their  property  was  alfo  feized  on 
difpofed  of  as  that  court 


thought  fit :  that  the  aftual  mar- 
fit  all  of  the  Ring’s-bench  had  net 
vifited  the  bench  above  three  times 
in  the  lafi  year:  that  the  above 
court  confided  of  prifoners,  who 
had  long  been  in  titled  to  their 
difeharges :  that  they  refufed  to 
go  out,  becaufe  in  that  cafe  they 
would  be  obliged  to  give  up  their 
property  to  their  juft  creditors  : 
that  that  court  by  their  oppreflions 
and  extortions  had  even  raifed  the 
price  of  rooms  from  50I.  to  70I, 
per  annum:  that  they  claimed 
them  by  feniority,  and  let  rooms 
out,  not  chafing  to  live  in  them 
on  that  account:  that  numbers  of 
them  had  been  long  fuperfedable, 
or  intitled  to  their  difeharges  un¬ 
der  infolvent  a£ts  and  lords  adds ; 
and  laltly,  that  fuch  was  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  enormities  committed  by 
them,  that  it  was  dangerous  to  op- 
pole  or  refufe  to  obey,  and  there¬ 
fore  prayed  the  court’s  interpola¬ 
tion.  This  complaint  Lord  Manf- 
field  faid  called  for  immediate  re- 
drefs,  but  in  doing  that  he  confef- 
fed  himfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  fteer, 
as  in  doinp-  iuftice  to  the  diftreffed 

O  J 

prifoner,  he  might  injure  the  cre¬ 
ditor,  who  equally  called  for  his 
attention.  The  court  were  form¬ 
ing  feveral  refolutions  thereon, 
which  feemed  to  militate  againft 
its  own  intention,  fuch  as  dif- 
charging  thole  intitled  to  their  dif¬ 
eharges,  See,  when  Mr.  Dunning 
framed  the  following  order  of 
court,  <  that  every  prifoner  who 
had  been  fuperfedable  fix  months, 
and  who  had  not  been  fuperfeded, 
fhould  be  difc'harged  immediately, 
unlefs  fuch  prifoner  fhould  be 
charged  with  a  frefb  a&ion,  and 
that  then  he  fhould  lofe  the  benefit 
of  his  feniority.’  This  fully  met 
the  intention  of  the  court,  and 

Lord 
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Lord  Mansfield  faid  he  faw  the 
wifdom  of  it,  as  many  prifoners 
intitled  to  their  difcharges  would 
procure  friendly  aftions  to  keep 
them  in  prifon,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  holding  the  rooms,  which 
this  order  would  effectually  (top. 
The  court  alfo  came  to  another  re- 
folution,  which  was,  that  every 
prifoner  fhould  inhabit  the  room 
he  held  ;  and  laftly ,  that  Capt. 
Philips  be  brought  up  on  Monday 
next,  as  the  head  of  the  affocia- 
tion,  to  anfwer  perfonally  for  the 
violence  and  outrages  committed 
on  diftreffed  and  injured  prifoners, 
by  him  and  his  defperadoes ;  by 
the  firlt  order  near  ioo  prifoners 
will  be  difeharged,  and  new  ones 
obtain  rooms  on  moderate  terms. 

,  Yefterday,  purfuant  to 
an  order  of  the  Court  of 
King’s  -  bench,  on  Friday  laft, 
Capt.  Thomas  Philips  was  brought 
up  a  prifoner  from  the  King’s- 
bench  prifon,  touching  the  Court 
of  King’s- bench  within  the  prifon, 
of  which  court  Captain  Philips 
adled  as  Lord  Chief  juftice,  and 
of  whom  complaint  had  been  then 
made,  as  guilty  of  many  afts  of 
oppreffion  to  his  fellow  prifoners, 
in  his  affumed  chara&er.  Captain 
Philips,  in  his  affidavit,  fated, 
that  the  court  was  formed  before 
he  became  a  prifoner ;  that  foon 
after  his  confinement,  he  was  una- 
nimoully  elefted  Lord  Chief  juf¬ 
tice,  and  that  the  court  was  not 
of  his  fubftituting,  but  committed 
to  his  prefidency.  That  the  court 
was  highly  ferviceable  to  the  com¬ 
munity,  preventing  confulion  and 
diforder,  and  enforcing  regula¬ 
rity. 

Mr.  Beacroft,  counfel  for  the 
petitioning  prifoners,  the  foremoft 
of  whom  is  a  mailer  fmith,  made 
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no  obfervation  to  the  court  on  the 
aliedged  offence  or  open  defence, 
but  moved,  “  That  as  the  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King’s-bench 
prifon,  food  charged  in  execution 
as  a  prifoner  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown  (for  fmuggling),  and  as  there 
were  alfo  feveral  detainers  lodged 
againft  him  as  well  for  criminal 
as  civil  matters,  he  be  removed 
from  the  feat  of  his  jurifdidlion, 
to  the  New  Jail  in  the  Borough.” 
Lord  Mansfield  recapitulated  his 
former  abhorrence  of  the  illegal 
and  oppreffive  meafures  of  that 
felf-created  court,  declared,  that 
if  it  was  continued,  the  members 
thereof  fhould  be  proceeded  againft: 
with  the  higheft  feverity ;  and  as 
an  example,  ordered  his  brother 
Juftice  to  be  inftantly  carried  to 
the  confined  purlieus  of  the  New 
jail.  His  lord fliip  mentioned  alfo, 
that  one  hundred  prifoners  were, 
on  examination,  found  to  be  dif- 
chargeable,  and  who  were  volun- 
tary  prifoners,  in  the  benefit  of 
letting  out  rooms,  and  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  fmuggling,  of  which 
number  was  the  Lord  Chief  juftice 
Philips,  and  that  a  very  confider- 
able  feifure  had  been  made  on  Sa¬ 
turday  laft.  Mr.  Philips  was  im¬ 
mediately  put  into  a  coach,  and 
carried  to  his  new  lodgings. 

This  day  was  held  a  , 
Common  Hall  at  Guild-  *' 

hall,  for  the  choice  of  fuch  officers 
belonging  to  the  corporation  as 
are  annually  eledled  on  this  day. 
As  foon  as  the  common  cryer  had 
opened  the  court,  Mr.  Alderman 
Town  fend  came  forward  with  a 
letter  in  his  hand,  which  he  faid 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Oliver, 
one  of  the  reprefen tatives  in  Par¬ 
liament  for  this  city,  which  with 
their  leave  he  would  read. 


The 
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The  purport  of  it  was,  that  be- 
in?  obliged  to  fail  for  the  Wed 
Indies  fooner  than  he  expefted, 
he  begged  Mr.  Tqwnfend  would 
acquaint  the  livery  of  his  intention 
to  refign  his  feat  in  the  ffoufe  pf 
Commons,  but  would  n,ot  accept 
©f  a  place  from  the  crown  to  va¬ 
cate  it,  till  fuch  time  as  he  had 
their  concurrence,  and  therefore 
defined  him,  at  the  £rft  Common 
Hall  that  was  called,  to  acquaint 
the  livery  thereof,  and  not  make 
the  intention  known  till  that  time, 
led  any  advantages  might  be  taken 
©f  it  ; — that  their  determination 
might  be  fent  him,  and  his  anfwer 
received  tupe  enough  to  choofe  a 
member  in  his  room  before  the 
ext  fedion. 

The  above  was  received  with 
great  applaufe,  Mr.  Townfend 
alluring  the  livery  that  Mr.  Oliver 
knew  he  would  not  make  anv  bad 
nfe  of  the  prior  knowledge  of  the 
intended  vacancy,  as  he  did  not 
intend  to  offer  himfelf  as  a  candi¬ 
date. 

The  election  for  ffieriffs  then 
came  on,  when  the  feverai  aider- 
men  that  had  not  ferved  that  office 
were  called  over,  viz.  Med".  Kirk- 
man,  Wooldridge,  Wright,  Pugh, 
and  Sainfbury  ;  the  frit  of  thefe 
had  a  great  number  of  hands,  the 
Jfecond  was  hided  immoderately. 
Meif.  Wright  and  Pugh  had  almoffi 
all  the  hands  up,  and  Mr.  Sain- 
Ibury  was  very  much  clapped. 

Meffrs.  Mackreth  and  Taylor, 
-who  had  been  drank  to  by  the 
mayors,  and  Meffrs.  Watfon  and 
Bloxam,  propofed  by  the  livery, 
were  put  up,  and  were  received 
with  clapping  of  hands ;  on  which 
die  election  was  declared  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Meff.  Pugh  and  Wright  ; 
b.u.t  a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr. 


Kirkman,  which  was  withdraw!? 
bv  his  own  defire,  in  a  handfome 
fpeech.  The  reft  of  the  officers 
v/ere  re-chofen  \  and  a  new  ale¬ 
conner  elected. 

Died.  Sir  John  Delafont,  Ktr 
aged  96,  Clerk  Controller  of  the 
kitchen  to  George  X. 

At  Mile-end,  Mrs.  M.  Grimes, 
aged  ip6„ 

William  Kenrick,  LL.D.  agen- 
tleman  well  known  in  the  literary 
world. 

Lately,  atUttoxeter,  Mifs  Nan- 
gle  :  about  two  months  fince, 
while  diverting  herfelf  with  a  fpy- 
ing-giafs,  the  rays  of  the  fun  fet 
fire  to  her  clothes,  and  burnt  her 
fo  as  to  occaff.on  her  death. 


JULY. 

An  afftfoh  brought  by  Sir  « 
Alex.  Leith,  Bart.  againflMr.  51  ' 
Pope  for  falfe  imprifonment,  and 
a  malicious  profecution  for  a  pre¬ 
tended  felony  (which  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  plaintiff 
in  this  adlion  honourably  acquit¬ 
ted),  was  tried  before  Sir  William 
De  Grey  at  Guildhall,  and  a  vejr- 
didl  of  iQ,oooi.  damages  given  to 
the  plaintiff. 

Vienna ,  June  2 6.  This  capital 
was  greatly  alarmed  this  morning, 
about  nine  o’clock,  by  the  blow¬ 
ing  up  or  a  large  powder  maga¬ 
zine  in  the  out-fkirts  of  one  of 
the  fuburbs,  in  which  about  forty 
artillery- men  were  employed  in 
filing  cartridges,  ^hereby  many 
lives  were  loft.  The  roofs  of 
many  houfes  in  the  adjoining  fu- 
burb  were  confiderably  damaged  ; 
and  it  is  feared  that  numbers  of 
people  may  have  been  maimed  or 

destroyed. 
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deftroyed.  Prince  Charles  Lich- 
tenttein,  the  governor  of  the  town, 
went  immediately  to  the  fort,  and 
all  pottible  afliftance  was  given. 
The  Emperor  himfelf  arrived  from 
Laxenbourg  with  the  utmoft  expe¬ 
dition  ;  and,  by  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty’s  orders,  all  means  were  ufed 
to  give  the  fpeediett  relief  to  the 
furviving  fufferers. 

i  His  Majefty  went  to  the 
^  *  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  afTent  to. 

An  a£t  for  removing  certain  dif¬ 
ficulties  with  refpeft  to  the  more 
fpeedy  and  effectual  manning  of 
his  Majetty’s  navy,  for  a  limited 
time. 

An  aft  for  augmenting  the  mi¬ 
litia.  And  to  one  private  bill. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two 
bills  received  the  royal  afTent, 
which  is  the  greatett  number 
known  in  one  fettions  for  many 
years. 

i  A  proclamation  was  iflued, 

•  '  ’  charging  all  officers  civil  and 
military,  in  cafe  of  an  invatton,  to 
caufe  all  horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle 
and  provifions,  to  be  driven  from 
the  fea  coaft  to  places  of  fecurity, 
that  the  fame  may  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Cunningham,  who  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
American  troubles,  and  who  took 
the  Dutch  mail,  was  brought  pri- 
foner  to  Falmouth  in  the  Gran¬ 
tham  packet  from  New  York,  and 
lodged  in  the  cattle  there. 

i  The  fettions  at  the  Old 
°  ’  Bailey,  which  began  on 

Wednefday,  ended,  when  the  fe- 
ven  following  received  fentence  of 
death.  James  Barret,  for  a  rape  ; 
Tho.  Rickets,  for  houfe-breaking  ; 
Mich.  Brannon,  and  Martin  Gal- 
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lavan,  for  a  highway  robbery; 
Lucy  johnfon,  (a  black),  for  a 
robbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame  ; 
Rt.  Roberts,  Wm.  McKenzie,  for 
Healing  a  horfe,  and  Pat.  Doyle 
for  being  an  acceffary  before  the 
fa£t. 

The  fame  day  was  tried  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  an  inditttment  brought 
by  a  butcher  in  Whitechapel  againtt 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  clever, 
for  publittiing  a  libellous  ballad, 
rettedling  in  the  grottett  manner  on 
the  chalfity  of  the  profecutor’s 
daughter,  to  whom  the  defendant 
paid  his  addrettes,  which  not  meet¬ 
ing  with  fuccefs,  he  in  revenge 
made  a  fong,  that  in  diredl  terms 
charged  the  objedl  of  his  affe&ions 
with  being  a  ftrumpet.  He  em¬ 
ployed  a  man  to  fing  this  curious 
ditty  in  the  open  market.  The 
father,  being  informed  of  the  au¬ 
thor,  went  to  him,  and  was  an- 
fwered,  ‘What,  does  the  capvfit 
you  ?  then  you  may  wear  it.’ — The 
daughter  was  now  become  the 
fport  of  the  market,  and  her  lover 
even  pointed  her  out  to  a  throng 
of  fpedtators,  who  joined  in  the 
ridicule.  Mr.  Howarth  opened 
the  profecution  very  gravely  ;  he 
allowed  that  the  fong  was  fo  ridi- 
culoufly  laughable,  that  the  jury 
had  a  rieht  to  exercife  their  ritt- 
ble  features ;  but  when  that  fpirit 
of  humour  had  fubttded,  they  mutt: 
agree  with  him,  that  it  was  a 
cafe  that  called  for  the  mod  fe- 
rious  conttderation  ;  the  peace  of 
a  family,  the  reputation  of  a  vir¬ 
tuous  woman,  had  been  fcanda- 
loutty  defamed  by  the  malicious 
and  meditated  contrivance  of  the 
defendant.  Mr.  Morgan,  on  the 
other  fide,  kept  the  court  in  a  roar 
of  laughter,  by  a  fpeech  excellently 

con- 
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con  traded  to  that  of  Mr.  Howarth ; 
bat  the  attempt  to  turn  the  whole 
cafe  into  a  trifling,  unguarded  ftep 
of  his  client,  failed,  as  the  Re¬ 
corder,  in  his  charge,  confidered 
it  in  an  alarming  point  of  view, 
as  a  preconcerted  fcheme  to  ruin 
the  young  woman,  and  deftroy  the 
happinefs  of  the  family.  He  was 
Found  guilty,  paid  20I.  colls  of  the 
profecution,  afked  pardon  in  court, 
and  agreed  to  recant  his  reflec¬ 
tions  in  the  public  prints. 

Laft  week  was  tried  in 
’  the  Court  of  King’s-bench, 
Guildhall,  London,  before  Sir 
Frances  Buller,  and  a  fpeciai 
jury,  the  right  of  a  claim  fet  up 
by  the  city  of  London,  to  a  duty 
of  fixpence  per  load  on  hay  fold 
in  SmitMeld,  not  the  property 
of  freemen  of  London.  This 
claim  was  difputed  by  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Finchley,  who 
fet  up  a  contrary  claim  to  an  ex- 
,  emption  from  paying  the  faid  duty. 
On  the  part  of  the  city  of  London 
it  was  contended,  that  the  corpo¬ 
ration  thereof  were  by  immemorial 
cuftorn,  and  royal  grants,  intitled 
to  the  receipt  of  hay-toll  in  Smith- 
neld-market,  from  all  non  -  free¬ 
men  ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Finchley  had,  repeatedly,  as  was 
proved,  paid  the  faid  hay-toll ;  to 
which  cafe  was  added  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  old  toll-gatherers, 
who  depofed  that  they  took  the 
duty  of  all  non-freemen  whatever. 
The  defendants  fet  up  a  claim  to 
an  exemption  granted  in  favour  of 
the  Bilhop  of  London,  and  his 
men  or  tenants,  by  King  John, 
whereby  they  were  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  fuch  duties  and 
toil's ;  to  which  they  added  the  tef- 
timony  of  divers  old  witnefies. 


who  depofed  that  they  had  fonrs 
thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  years  lince, 
fold  hay  at  Smithfleld,  without 
paying  the  fix-pence  per  load,  oi 
late  vears  demanded,  and  received 
by  the  colle&ors  of  duties  and 
tolls  in  that  market ;  but  as  it  did 
not  appear  that  Finchley  was  a 
manor  belonging  to  the  Bilhop  of 
London,  at  the  time  the  aforefaid 
exemption  was  granted  to  his  te¬ 
nants,  and  as  the  exceptions  with 
refpebt  to  the  payment  of  the  dif¬ 
puted  duty  were  dubious,  a  ver- 
dibt  was  given  for  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

A  Regifler  of  the  Weather  0  . 

for  Seven  Days  pail. 

N.  B.  It  was  taken  in  London, 
the  inflrument  on  an  Eaftera 
afpedl,  and  in  the  lhade. 
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The  extreme  heat  felt  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  week  occafioned  the 
above  obfervation,  the  truth  of 
which  may  be  depended  upon.  In 
the  middle  column,  or  afternoon  3, 
the  heat  has  been  fo  great  as 
fcarcely  ever  to  have  been  remem¬ 
bered  in  this  climate;  and  as  a 
confirmation  of  its  intenfenefs,  Mr. 
Fofter,  in  his  laft  publifhed  obfer- 
vations  on  the  South  -  American 
iilands,  which  are  in  the  torrid 
zone,  and  of  courfe  under  a  verti¬ 
cal  fun,  direbtiy  over  their  heads, 
with  no  thadow,  fays,  that  the 
heat  is  generally  from  $6  degrees 
to  90 ;  now,  upon  infpeftion  of 
6  T  the 
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the  above  column,  there  will  be 
found  four  days  out  of  feven  above 
80 ;  on  the  16th  even  at  83,  a 
great  height  indeed  for  us. 

^  On  Friday  laft  died,  in 

the  3  Ilf  year  of  his  age,  at 
Oxford,  that  king  of  horfes.  Old 
Mafk,  late  the  property  of  the  Earl 
of  Abingdon,  and  fire  of  many  of 
the  firft  racers  ever  known  in  this 
country  ;  among  which  are  Eclipfe, 
'Franfit,  Shark,  Pretender,  Mag- 
nolio.  Leviathan,  Mafquerade,  &c. 
&c. 

,  Capt.  Caton,  formerly 

*  mailer  of  a  fhip  in  the  mer¬ 
chants  fervice,  but  having  acquired 
a  fortune  had  quitted  the  fea,  was 
during  the  courfe  of  the  month 
forcibly  feized  by  a  prefs  gang  on 
the  public  exchange  at  Briftol,  and 
carried  on  board  a  tender.  He 
has  fince  been  releafed,  but  not 
before  his  friends  had  applied  to 
the  navy-board,  and  had  moved 
for  a  habeas  corpus  to  procure  his 
enlargement. 

Died.  One  Jean  Aragus,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  village  of  Laftua,  in  T  ur- 
kev,  near  Ragufa,  died  on  the  6th 
of  March  laft,  in  the  123d  year  of 
his  age,  leaving  defendants  to  the 
fifth  generation,  confiding  of  160 
perfons,  all  living  in  the  fame  vil¬ 
lage  :  he  had  his  health  to  the  laft, 
was  defied  with  an  extraordinary 
memory  and  found  judgment,  and 
pafied  his  laft  moments  without 
pain,  extending  his  blefiing  to  his 
furrounding  family.  Ide  always 
lived  a  life  of  labour,  and  walked 
a  great  deal,  a  very  little  time  be¬ 
fore  his  death  walked  a  very  con- 
fiderable  diftance  to  rnafs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  ufual  cuftorn.  The  em¬ 
ployment  of  his  early  days  was  to 
conduit  the  caravans  ;  he  after¬ 


wards  took  to  farming,  which  he 
purfued  with  great  induftry,  intel¬ 
ligence,  and  fuccefs  ;  he  always 
lived  very  temperately,  and  his 
known  honefty  and  good  qualities 
made  him  efteemed  while  living, 
and  regretted  when  dead,  even  by 
the  Turks  themfelves,  who  are 
not  very  apt  to  efteem  people  of 
a  different  perfuafton  from  them¬ 
felves. 


AUGUST. 

At  Nevvcaftle  was  tried, 
before  Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  and 
a  Special  Jury,  an  iftue  directed 
by  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  in  the 
long  contefied  caufe  between  the 
P.e£tor  of  Simonburn  and  the  oc¬ 
cupiers  of  ancient  farms  within 
that  parifh,  relative  to  a  claim, 
made  by  the  former  of  agiftment 
tithe  in  kind.  The  queftion  for 
the  determination  of  the  jury  in 
this  iftue  was,  whether  a  modus 
of  id.  which  Dr.  Scott  infilled  was 
for  Hay- tithe,  did  or  did  not  ex¬ 
tend  to  grafs  agifted  or  eaten  by 
unprofitable  cattle?  After  a  long 
bearing,  the  jury  gave  a  verdidl 
againft  the  redor,  upon  the  dear- 
eft  evidence,  to  the  entire  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  learned  judge  who 
tried  the  caufe. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  coun-  ^ 
ty  of  Surry  was  tried,  before 
Lord  Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein 
the  inhabitants  of  Walworth  were 
plaintiffs,  and  the  Commiftioners 
of  Sewers  defendants.  The  mat¬ 
ter  in  queftion  was,  t(  Whether  a 
houfe  no  way  benefited  by  the 
Sewers,  or  any  of  the  faid  corn- 
miflioners  works,  had  a  right  to 
be  by  them  aflefled,*  After  very 

learned 
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learned  debates  for  upwards  of 
three  hours,  the  jury  gave  a  ver- 
clid  for  the  plaintiffs. 

,  The  deputy  -  recorder 
3  *  made  the  report  to  his  Ma- 

jefty  in  council  of  the  feven  capi¬ 
tal  convi&s  now  under  fen  ten  ce  of 
death  in  Newgate,  when  the  five 
following;  were  ordered  for  execu- 
tion  on  Wednefday  the  25th  ift- 
ftant,  viz.  Michael  Brannon  and 
Martin  Gallavan,  alias  Gallaway, 

Lucy  johnfon,  a  black  woman; 

Thomas  Ricketts,  and  james  Bar¬ 
rett.  johnfon  was  afterwards  re¬ 
prieved,  and  the  others  executed. 

The  two  following  were  refpited 
during  his  MajeHy’s  pleafure, 
viz.  Kenneth  William  Williams 
M'Kenzie,  alias  William  Murray, 
and  Patrick  Doyle. 

^  I  This  day  the  Duke  of 
"■0t  Northumberland,  preceded 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sellon,  with  many 
of  the  coramiffioners  for  pavements, 
and  inhabitants  of,  Clerkenweli  ; 
the  artificers  and  workmen,  with 
the  feveral  enfigns  of  their  refpec- 
tive  employments,  and  followed 
by  a  train  of  juitices  of  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  doled  by  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  chairman,  went  from 
Hicks’s-hall  to  Clerkenwell-green, 
where  his  Grace  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  Hone  of  the  new  Court-houfe 
to  be  there  erefted  in  the  room  of 
Hicks’s  hall.  The  following  is  a 
tranflation  of  the  infcription  placed 
under  the  Hone  : 

tfe  The  firft  Hone  of  this  Sefiion- 
houfe,  eredted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  for  other 
good  and  neceffary  purpofes,  for 
the  better  performance  of  the 
King’s  fervlce  in  the  faid  county, 
in  purfnance  of  an  adt  of  parlia¬ 
ment  made  and  paifed  in  the  18th 
year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 


the  Third,  was  laid  by  the  mofl 
noble  and  pu  Plant  Prince  Hugh 
Duke  and  Earl  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  Cuflos  Rotulorum  of  the 
faid  county,  at  the  requeft,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Commifiioners 
appointed  for  building  the  faid 
Seliion-houfe,  on  Friday  the  20th 
day  of  Auguft,  1779.” 

The  woman  who  fet  her  , 
houfe  on  fire  in  Warwick-  2-) 
lane;  was  examined  before  Aider- 
man  Pugh,  at  Guildhall,  when  it 
appeared  that  her  goods  were  inT 
fured  for  700 1.  though  all  fhe  had 
in  the  houfe  was  not  worth  60  L 
When  fhe  gave  the  alarm  of  Hre, 
fhe  thought  the  houfe  paft  recover¬ 
ing,  being  in  flames  in  feveral 
places  ;  and  fhe  particularly  made 
an  outcry  after  a  box,  which  fhe 
faid  was  full  of  lace  and  other 
poods  to  the  value  of  ^ool.  but 
when  found,  was  full  of  nothing 
but  combuHibles.  She  had  fet  it 
on  fire,  and  the  back  part  of  it 
was  burning,  as  were  feveral  other 
pieces  of  furniture  in  the  fame 
room.  She  behaved  with  uncom¬ 
mon  audacity,  and  charged  the 
perfon  who  was  chieHy  inftrumen- 
tal  in  her  detection  with  a  crimi¬ 
nal  intercourfe  with  her  maid,  a 
P utch. girl,  vyho  could  hardly  fpeak 
Englifh,  and  who  had  been  with 
her  but  a  few  days.  Circumftances 
were  ftrong  againil  her,  and  fhe 
was  committed  to  gaol. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  froth  Qublih, 
Auguft  17. 

“  At  the  fumrner  affises  for  the 
county,  and  county,  of  the  city  of 
Waterford,  the  High  Sheriff, 
Grand  juries,  and  principal  inha¬ 
bitants  met,  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  into  confideration  the  pre- 
feat  ruinous  Hate  of  the  trade  and 

xnanu- 
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manufa&ures,  and  the  alarming 
decline  in  the  value  of  the  ftaple 
commodities  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 
looking  upon  it  as  an  indifpenlible 
duty  that  they  owed  their  county 
and  themfelves,  to  retrain,  by 
every  means  in  their  power,  thefe 
growing  evils,  they  came  to  and 
figned  the  following  refolutions, 
to  the  number  of  1 66 . 

“  Refolved,  That  we,  our  fa¬ 
milies,  and  all  whom  we  can  in¬ 
fluence,  fhall,  from  this  day,  wear 
and  make  ufe  of  the  manufa&ures 
of  this  country,  and  this  country 
only,  until  fuch  time  as  all  par¬ 
tial  rcftri&ions  on  our  trade,  im- 
pofed  by  the  illiberal  and  contrac¬ 
ted  policy  of  our  filler  kingdom, 
be  removed  :  but  if,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  our  refolution*  the 
manufacturers  (vvhofe  intereft  we 
have  more  immediately  under  con- 
lideration)  iTiould  a  Cl  fraudulently, 
or  combine  to  impofe  upon  the 
public,  we  fhall  hold  ourfelves  no 
longer  bound  to  countenance  and 
fupport  them, 

“  Refolved,  That  we  will  not 
deal  with  any  merchant  or  fhop- 
keeper  who  fhall,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  be  detected  in  impoling 
any  foreign  manufacture  as  the  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  this  country.” 

Laft  week  a  labourer,  in 
^  '  *  digging  for  the  foundation 
of  the  intended  portico  for  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury’s  grand 
entrance  to  his  Park  near  Lambeth 
church,  found  a  trunk,  to  appear¬ 
ance  like  the  cafe  of  a  fowling- 
piece,  when  packed  up  for  expor¬ 
tation,  which  contained  the  leg- 
bones  of  a  man,  together  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  antique  (hoe;  and  notwith- 
flanding  the  bones,  after  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air^  fell  toduft,  the  (hoe. 
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though  leather,  dill  remained  per¬ 
fect  and  intire.  It  is  fuppofed  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Antiquarian 
Society  to  have  been  the  leg-bones 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rogers,  vvhofe 
leg,  from  being  loaded  with  a 
heavy  chain  during  his  imprifon- 
ment  at  the  time  of  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  Bifhops  Hooper,  Rid¬ 
ley,  and  Latimer,  in  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Canterbury’s  tower,,  near 
about  the  time  of  the  recantation 
of  Archbifhop  Cranmer,  had  morti¬ 
fied,  and  was  cut  off.  This  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  year  1555,  *n 
reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

We  have  from  Kingfton, 
in  Jamaica,  the  following 
accoiint  of  the  burning  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  fh’ip  Glafgow  i  it  was  occa- 
floned  by  the  careleffnefs  of  the 
Steward,  in  going  down  to  the 
hold  with  a  candle  in  his  hand  to 
draw  rum,  and  the  fhip  was  in- 
tirely  confumed,  notwithftanding 
every  effort  was  ufed  by  Captain 
Lloyd,  his  officers  and  crew.  The 
Captain  fee’ng  no  profpeCt  of  far¬ 
ing  the  fli ip,  ordered  the  powder 
to  be  thrown  overboard  ;  to  which. 
conduCl  the  (flipping  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  even  the  town,  owe 
their  prefervation  :  no  lives  were 
loft  except  the  Maker,  who  was 
fnatched  out  of  the  flames  mifer- 
ably  fcorched,  and  died  next  morn¬ 
ing  on  board  his  Majefty’s  bri¬ 
gantine  Badger,  in  which  Capt„ 
Lloyd,  his  officers,  and  men,  failed 
on  Thurfday  laft  for  Port  Royal. 
The  inhabitants  were  thrown  into 
confufion,  as  her  broadftde  lay  to¬ 
wards  the  town,  and  the  guns  be¬ 
ing  all  loaded,  wen>t  off  as  the  fire 
approached  them,  the  (hot  of  which, 
damaged  feveral  houfes,  but  hap¬ 
pily  did  no  other  execution. 

S  U'M  MIR 
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SUMMER  ASSIZES. 


At  Oxford,  two  were  capitally 
cbnvided. 

At  Saliibury,  two — one  of  whom 
was  the  noted  highwayvvoman — 
both  were  reprieved. 

At  Hereford,  two. 

At  Cambridge,  one — reprieved. 

At  Huntingdon,  one— -repriev¬ 
ed. 

At  Chelmsford,  fix  —  four  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Worcefier,  one — reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  three— -two  repriev¬ 
ed. 

At  Croydon  (for  Surry)  fix. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  Sir  William  Yea,  Bart, 
by  the  fentence  of  the  Crown 
Judge,  under  three  profecutions, 
two  for  forcible  entries,  and  the 
other  for  a  very  outrageous  afiault 
on  his  tenant’s  wife,  was  fined 
100I.  and  ordered  to  be  imprifoned 
in  the  county  jail  for  two  months. 

At  Bridgewater,  two. 

At  York,  four — three  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  one. 

Dorchefier,  Durham,  Newcafile, 
Norfolk,  and  Buckingham,  proved 
maiden. 

Naples,  Jug.  10.  On  Sunday 
night,  the  8th  inftant,  we  had 
the  mofi  tremendous  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius  that  can  be  ima¬ 
gined,  and  fuch  as  the  oldeil  per¬ 
son  here  never  experienced.  For 
fome  preceding  days  the  volcano 
had  been  very  noify  and  unquiet, 
throwing  up  red-hot  Hones,  and 
emitting  lava  at  times,  but  not 
freely.  Between  nine  and  ten 
o’clock  the  difeharge  of  Hones  and 
inflamed  matter  from  the  crater 
increafed  every  inflant,  and  then 
burfl  into  one  complete  fheet  of 
fire,  which  mounted  flrait,  and 


continued  in  full  force  about  25 
minutes,  when  it  ceafed  abruptly. 
The  elevation  of  that  column  of 
fire  was  at  leafl  equal  to  three  times 
that  of  Mount  Vefuvius  itfelf, 
which  rifes  upwards  of  three  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  feet  perpendi¬ 
cularly  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 
The  whole  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
part  of  the  neighbouring  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma,  were  foon  covered 
with  red-hot  Hones  and  liquid  bur¬ 
ning  matter,  which  fet  fire  to 
woods,  houfes,  vineyards,  &c.  The 
great  fall  of  this  tremendous  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  was  chiefly  on  the 
country  of  Ottaiano,  where  it  has 
deflroyed  the  habitations  of  twelve 
thoufand  people,  and  the  land  is 
covered  with  a  Hratum  of  fcorias 
and  erupted  matter  of  about  the 
thicknefs  of  two  or  three  feet  s 
fome  of  the  Hones  that  fell  there 
weighed  above  an  hundred  pounds; 
and  as  that  country,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Somma,  mufi  be  (in  a  di- 
red;  line)  at  leafi  four  miles  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  the  ex¬ 
treme  height  of  the  column  of  fire 
above  mentioned  feems  to  be  con¬ 
firmed. —  Caccia-Bella,  a  hunting- 
feat  of  their  Sicilian  Majefiies, 
fituated  between  Ottaiana  and 
Nola,  is  like  wife  defiroyed,  and 
it  is  feared  many  people  have  pe- 
riffled  ;  but  as  yet  no  exad  account 
of  this  melancholy  accident  is 
publiffled,  all  being  in  the  utmofl 
confiernation.  The  inhabitants 
of  Portici,  Torre  del  G*eco,  and 
of  Torre  del  Annonciata,  have 
fled  ;  and  as  their  fituation  is 
much  nearer  to  the  volcano  than 
the  country  defiroyed,  they  mufi 
have  fuffered  more,  had  not  the 
wind  been  much  in  their  favour, 
and  carried  all  the  erupted  matter 
in  a  contrary  direction. 

Yefierday 
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Ye  Her  Jay  Ve  fa  vi  us  was  much 
agitated,  and  threw  violently,  but 
nothing  in  companion  of  what  is 
above  related.  Until  the  lava 
(which  by  its  confinement  in  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain  occafions 
thefe  horrid  fpafms)  finds  a  vent. 
We  cannot  be  free  from  the  appre- 
henfions  of  an  earthquake,  which 
might  do  great  damage  to  this  ca¬ 
pital. 

The  appearance  of  the  eruption 
on  Sunday  night  was  far  beyond 
defcription:  clouds  of  the  blackest 
fmoke  accompanied  the  liquid  fire 
that  was  thrown  up  ;  and  from 
thefe  clouds  conftantly  ifiued  the 
brighteft  forked  lightning.  The 
reft  of  the  fey  was  free  from 
clouds  ;  and  before  the  eruption  it 
had  been  a  clear  ftar-light  night. 
We  are  in  the  midft  of  proceffions ; 
and  the  head  of  St.  Januarius  has 
been  expofed,  which  is  confidered 
as  the  laft  refource  in  times  of 
danger.  We  hope  we  Shall  foon 
fee  the  lava  break  out,  when  all 
will  be  calm  again. 

Naples ,  Aug.  17.  On  Wednef- 
day  laft  Mount  Vefuvius  alarmed 
as  again  ;  but  a  quantity  of  lava 
being  difcharged,  it  is  hoped 
this  tremendous  eruption  is  near¬ 
ly  at  an  end.  The  whole  coun¬ 
try,  for  three  miles  round  Ot- 
taiano,  lies  buried  under  allies ; 
and  had  that  Ihower  continued 
one  hour  longer,  every  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  that  town  mull  have  pe- 
rilhed  under  the  ruins  of  the 
jhoufes,  as  in  the  city  of  Pompeii, 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  As  yet 
we  have  only  heard  of  two  lives 
being  loft  ;  though  the  deftru&ion 
and  defolation  of  the  country  about 
Ottaiano  is  beyond  defcription  ; 
and  the  damage  eftimated  at  leaft 
to  300,000  ducats. 

Yql.  XXIL 


Died,  Mr.  Samuel  Buck,  aged 
83,  the  furvivor  of  the  two  inge¬ 
nious  brothers  who  firft  attempted 
and  executed  a  feries  of  views  of 
monaftic  and  other  ruins  in  Eng¬ 
land  in  400  plates. 


SEPTEMBER. 


Manchefter ,  September  3.  At  the 
laft  afiizes  at  Lancafter,  caufes 
were  brought  agairift  three  of  the 
principal  linen-drapers  of  this 
town  for  felling  prohibited  Eaft- 
India  filk  handkerchiefs :  verdifts 
againft  them  all  were  found,  with¬ 
out  any  difficulty,  and  they  were 
each  fined  in  the  penalty  of  200I. 
one-third  to  the  King,  and  the 
other  two-thirds  to  the  profecutors. 

As  a  total  fuppreffion  of  the  fale 
of  thele  kind  of  handkerchiefs  for 
home  confumption  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  filk  weavers,  fe- 
veral  thoufands  aftembled  together 
this  morning  with  green  aprons 
on;  cockades  in  their  hats,  the 
colours  belonging  to  the  trade, 
and  a  number  of  pieces  of  Eaft- 
India  filk  handkerchiefs  fixed  ori 
the  top  of  long  poles  ;  they  walk¬ 
ed  through  the  town,  the  bells 
ringing,  and  at  the  New  Crofs 
burned  the  handkerchiefs. 

The  laft  arch  over  the  ^ 

new  bridge  at  Newcaftle 


was  clofed  this  day.  The  whole 
ftru&ure,  for  ftrength,  elegance,* 
and  good  workmanship,  refledl 
much  credit  on  the  archite&s  and 
builders. 

From  Thetford  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  following  fingular  in- 
ftance  of  fertility  :  Mr.  Bidwell  of 
that  town  planted  in  his  yard  laft 
October  a  Geniting  tree,  from 

[T]  whick 
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which  he  gathered  in  July  nine 
apples  ;  in  Auguft  it  bloffomed 
again,  and  is  at  prefent  full  of 
fruit,  feme  as  large  as  Black¬ 
birds  eggs.  This  may  afford 
matter  of  curious  inquiry  to  bota¬ 
nies. 

^  A  mod  daring  and  in- 
^  '  human  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  afternoon  of  this 
day  near  the  eighteen  mile  done, 
between  Hoddefdon  and  Ware  in 
Hert  ford  (hire,  about  four  o’clock, 
the  ufual  hour  that  the  ftage- 
coaches  from  Hertford  pafs  that 
fjpot.  A  perfon  going  to  Ware 
about  three  o’clock,  obferved  four 
Irifh  haymakers  coming  out  of  that 
town,  and  upon  his  return  heard 
the  groans  of  a  perfon  from  the 
bottom  of  a  pit  overgrown  with 
bufhes,  clofe  to  the  road.  On 
examining  the  place,  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  creature  was  difeovered  wel¬ 
tering  in  his  blood,  and  fo  fhock- 
ingly  bruifed  and  mangled  about 
the  head  and  face,  as  to  render  any 
knowledge  of  him  impodible,  un- 
lefs  from  his  drefs.  He  expired  in 
a  few  minutes  after  he  was  taken 
up.  A  fufpicion  arofe  that  he 
was  one  of  the  four  men  feen  coin¬ 
ing  out  of  Ware,  and  that  he  had 
been  murdered  by  his  companions. 
A  purfuit  was  immediately  fet  on 
foot;  and  through  the  great  acti¬ 
vity  of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Hoddefdon,  three  of  the  four  men 
were  taken  about  eight  o’clock,  at 
a  private  lodging-houfe  out  of  the 
public  road  ;  and  after  a  feparate 
examination,  in  which  was  much 
variation  in  their  accounts  of  them- 
fclves,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  very 
credible  witneffes,  who  faw  aii 
four  in  company  near  the  fpot, 
they  were  on  Thurfday  the  16th 
fafely  lodged  in  Hertford  gaol,  to 


take  their  trial  at  the  affixes— It  is 
generally  fuppofed  that  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  objedt  of  their  cruelty  had 
prudently  faved  more  money  than 
the  reft,  as  his  pocket  was  cut  oft, 
and  above  thirty  (hillings  found 
upon  one  of  his  comrades,  the 
other  two  having  no  apparent 
means  of  fubfifting  on  the  road. 

The  Duchefs  of  Devon-  , 
(hire,  with  Lord  and  Lady  1 1  11  ’ 
Spencer,  and  feveral  other  perfons 
of  rank,  arrived  in  town  from  Spa 
in  Germany,  but  laft  from  Oftend, 
on  board  the  Fly  Hoop.  In  their 
paffage  they  were  attacked  by  two 
French  cutters,  which  were  beat 
off  after  a  long  engagement,  in 
which  feveral  of  the  crew  of  the 
(loop  were  killed  and  wounded.. 

His  Majefty  in  Council  g^ 
was  this  day  pleafed  to  or¬ 
der,  that  the  Parliament  which 
Hands  prorogued  to  Thurfday  the 
1 6th  of  this  inftant  September, 
fhould  be  further  prorogued  to 
Thurfday  the  17th  of  October 
next. 

This  day  the  feffions  « 
ended  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
when  the  ten  following  prifoners 
received  fentence  of  death,  viz. 
Sarah  Budge,  for  dealing  goods  in 
the  houfe  of  John  Whitfield  ;  James 
Lake,  for  robbing  William  Wheat- 
ley  on  the  highway,  near  Nine- 
Elms,  of  a  gold  watch,  half  a 
guinea.  See.  ;  Thomas  King,  a 
foldier,  for  dealing  a  quantity  of 
plate  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Ro¬ 
bert  Anderfon,  a  publican  of 
Shad  well,  upon  whom  he  was 
•quartered  ;  Jeremiah  Hetherley, 
for  dealing  five  hats  in  the  (hop 
of  Richard  Burton  and  William 
Rufhy;  Margaret  Creamer,  for 
robbing  John  Scarlet  of  two  gui¬ 
neas,  three  (hillings,  and  a  pocket 

book. 
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book,  on  Saltpetre-Bank  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Chamberlayne,  for  Healing 
Out  of  a  letter  in  the  General  PoH- 
Office,  in  Lombard-Hreet,  direct¬ 
ed  to  William  C'ucningham,  Efq; 
Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  a  certain 
promiffory  note  of  Thomas  Ham- 
merfley,  for  the  partners  of  the 
Exchange  Banking  Company  and 
Self,  for  the  payment  of  iol.  to 
William  Cunningham  or  order,  on 
demand  ;  on  his  arraignment  he 
pleaded  guilty;  John  Pears,  for 
Healing  a  mare,  verdict  found 
fpecial  ;  Mary  Jones,  alias  Wood, 
for  Healing  divers  linen-drapery 
goods,  the  property  of  William 
Jones,  in  his  fhop  in  Oxford-ftreet ; 
Ifabella,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Con¬ 
don,  and  John  Field,  for  coining 
and  counterfeiting  {hillings ;  nine 
were  ordered  to  be  kept  to  hard 
labour  in  railing  fand.  See.  on  the 
Thames ;  twelve  to  be  imprifoned 
in  Newgate  ;  and  nine  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of 
correction. 

Philip  Kiernan  was  convicted  of 
felonioufly  killing  and  Haying 
Thomas  Greaves,  a  porter  in 
Gray’s-Inn,  in  a  quarrel ;  fined 
one  {hilling,  and  dilcharged. 
William  Atkins  and  Georo-e 

o 

Wells,  two  watchmen,  were  con¬ 
victed  of  killing  and  flaying  Tho¬ 
mas  Hughes,  who  having  made 
fome  diflurbance  in  a  public-houfe 
in  George-flreet,  was  by  the  land¬ 
lord  put  into  their  charge,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  fent  to  the  watch-houfe, 
in  the  way  to  which  being  very 
unruly,  on  his  arrival  there  he  was 
put  into  confinement  in  a  room, 
where  in  a  little  time  after  he  was 
found  dead. 

Mary  Adey,  alias  Lloyd,  alias 
Farmillo,  was  tried  on  an  indict¬ 
ment,  for  the  murder  of  William 
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Barnet,  by  Habbing  him  in  the 
breafl  with  a  knife,  on  his  enter¬ 
ing  with  others  the  apartment  of 
one  Farmillo,  with  whom  Hie  co¬ 
habited,  and,  as  {he  thought,  with 
intent  to  imprefs  him.  The  Jury 
found  the  verdiCt  fpecial,  and  {he 
is  referred  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges. 

Mifs  Elizabeth  Watkins,  tried 
for  the  murder  of  her  natural 
child,  was  acquitted. 

Among  thole  convicted  of  felo¬ 
nies  was  one  Richard  Mealing,  for 
receiving  a  quantity  of  brafi  pat¬ 
terns  and  fliruff,  the  property  of 
Job  Cox,  and  James  Penticrofs  ; 
and  immediately  on  his  receiving 
fentence  to  be  kept  to  hard  labour 
on  the  Thames  for  feven  years,  he 
drew  a  penknife  unperceived,  and 
in  the  face  of  the  whole  court 
plunged  the  fame  a  little  on  one 
fide  the  throat*  fomewhat  above 
the  collar  bone,  and  worked  the 
fame  about  for  fome  feeonds  before 
it  was  known  what  he  was  doing, 
when  the  knife  was  wrenched  from, 
him  ;  though  the  wound  was  ter¬ 
rible,  the  blade  being  above  three 
inches  long,  and  he  flabbed  as  far 
as  the  handle,  it  is  faid  not  to  be 
dangerous. 

Thomas  Wright,  Efq;  ~  , 
Alderman  and  Stationer,  2  n° 
and  Evan  Pugh,  Efq;  Alderman 
and  Skinner,  were  fworn  into  the 
office  of  Sheriffs  of  this  city,  and 
flieriffs  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  for  the  year  enfuing,  at  Guild¬ 
hall. 

The  fame  day  Brackley  Ken- 
nett,  Efq;  was  chofen  Lord  Mayor 
of  this  city. 

Rome,  Sept.  29.  Yeflerday,  at 
feven  in  the  morning,  the  light¬ 
ning  fet  fire  to  the  magazine  of 
powder  in  the  citadel  of  Civita-* 
[P]  2  Veeehia* 
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Vecchia. — The  roof  of  the  palace 
of  the  Governor  was  blown  in  the 
air,  the  walls  rent,  the  Mount  of 
Piety  overturned  and  deftroyed, 
and  all  the  churches  and  houfes  in 
the  neighbourhood  damaged. 

The  celebrated  eolle&ion  of  pic¬ 
tures  at  Houghton,  was  lately  fold 
to  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  was 
fhipped  at  the  port  of  Lynn  in  the 
courfe  of  this  month. 

,  The  San&e  Ineas,  Don 
30t  *  Redoffo,  a  Spanilh  man  of 
war  from  the  Manillas  to  Cadiz, 
laden  with  gold,  filver,  filk,  cof¬ 
fee,  china,  cochineal,  indigo.  & c. 
which  was  taken  and  carried  into 
the  Shannon,  by  the  Amazon  pri¬ 
vateer  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Ranger 
of  Briltol,  after  an  engagement  of 
two  hours,  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
richeft  prize  taken  fince  the  Ma¬ 
nilla  fhip  by  Admiral  Anfon. 

The  number  of  prifoners  of  war 
now  confined  in  this  kingdom  and 
Ireland,  according  to  the  lateft  re¬ 
turns,  amount  to  1 2,000,  of  whom 
600  are  Spaniards,  2200  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  the  remainder  French  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  taken  in  the  French 
prizes. 

Died,  John  Glynn,  Efq;  fer- 
jeant  at  law.  Recorder  of  London 
and  Exeter,  member  for  Middle¬ 
sex,  and  one  of  the  moll  cele¬ 
brated  conftitutional  law  yers  of  the 
age.  Fie  fucceeded  Baron  Eyre  as 
Recorder  of  London  in  1 772.  The 
old  1'alary  is  180I.  which  the  com¬ 
mon  council  have  ufuaily  made  up 
400I.  The  fervices  of  Mr.  (now 
Baron)  Eyre  occafioned  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  200I.  and  thofe  of  Mr. 
Glynn  were  rewarded  by  increafing 
the  falary  to  ioool. 

John  Armlirong,  M.D.  a  phy- 
fician  of  great  eminence,  and  not 
Jefs  diftinguifhed  as  a  poet. 


At  Enfield,  aged  86,  Benj.  Both* 
dington,  Efq;  formerly  an  emi¬ 
nent  Turkey-merchant,  and  one 
of  the  furvivors  in  the  annuities 
granted  by  King  William  the 
Third,  who  received  ioool.  clear 
yearly  income ;  they  are  now  re¬ 
duced  to  three.  For  fome  years 
pall  the  furplus  of  the  intereft,  by 
the  original  conftitution  of  the  ton¬ 
tine,  has  been  applied  to  the  ufes 
of  government. 

At  Eltham,  Mr„  and  Mrs.  Gam- 
brey,  brother  and  filler,  at  the 
age  of  96  and  93  ;  a  twin  filler  to 
the  lady  is  left  a  furvivor  :  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  the  above  died  a  few  years 
fince  in  the  fouth  of  France,  at  the 
age  of  109. 


OCTOBER. 

A  Court  of  Common  Coun¬ 
cil  was  held,  when,  according 
to  the  notice  inferted  in  the  fum- 
mons,  the  court  proceeded  to  take 
into  confideration  the  motion. 
That  600I.  be  the  falary  of  the 
perfon  who  lhall  be  ele£led  recorder 
in  the  room  of  John  Glynn,  Efq; 
deceafed,  and  on  the  queftion  be¬ 
ing  put,  it  was  carried  ananimoully 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,/  and  quef¬ 
tion  put,  that  the  falary  of  the 
late  recorder  be  paid  to  Michaelmas 
laft,  the  fame  was  refolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Manchefter,  08.  9.  During  the 
courfe  of  the  week  feveral  mobs 
have  alfembled  in  different  parts 
of  the  neighbourhood,  and  have 
done  much  mifchief  by  dellroying 
the  engines  for  carding  and  fpin- 
ning  cotton  wool  (without  which, 
the  trade  of  this  country  could  ne¬ 
ver  be  poffibly  carried  on  to  any 

great 
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great  extent).  In  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Chorley,  the  mob  deftroy- 
ed  and  burned  the  engines  and 
buildings  eretted  by  Mr.  Ark¬ 
wright  at  a  very  great  expence. 
Two  thoufand,  or  upwards,  at¬ 
tacked  a  Tkrge  building  near  the 
fame  place,  on  Sunday,  from 
which  they  were  repulfed,  two 
rioters  killed,  and  eight  wounded, 
taken  prifoners  ;  they  returned 
iirongly  re-inforced  on  Monday, 
and  defiroyed  a  great  number  of 
buildings,  with  a  vaft  quantity  of 
machines  for  fpinning  cotton,  &c. 
Sir  George  Saville  arrived  (with 
three  companies  of  the  York  mili¬ 
tia)  while  the  buildings  were  in 
flames  ;  the  report  of  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  deftroy  the  works  in  this 
town  brought  him  here  yeiterday 
noon.  At  one  o’clock  this  morn¬ 
ing  two  exprefi’es  arrived,  one  from 
Wigan,  another  from  Blackburn, 
intreating  immediate  affiftance, 
both  declaring  the  violence  of  the 
infurgents,  and  the  fhocking  de¬ 
predations  yeilerday  at  Bolton:  it 
is  thought-they  will  be  at  Black¬ 
burn  this  morning,  and  at  Prefton 
by  four  this  afternoon.  Sir  George 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat  to  arms 
at  half  after  one,  when  he  con¬ 
futed  with  the  military  and  magi- 
lirates  in  town,  and  fet  off  at  the 
head  of  three  companies  foon  after 
two  o’clock  this  morning  for  Chor¬ 
ley,  that  being  centrical  to  this 
place,  Blackburn,  and  Wigan, 
Captain  Brown,  of  the  25th  regi¬ 
ment,  with  70  invalids,  and  Capt. 
Thomafon,  of  Col.  White’s  regi¬ 
ment,  with  about  100  young  re¬ 
cruits,  remained  at  Prefton,  and 
for  its  further  fecurity,  jSir  George 
Saville  offered  the  jullices  to  arm 
300  of  the  refpeftable  houfe-keep- 
ejs,  if  they  would -turn  out  to  de- 
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fend  the  town,  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  accepted. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations,  the  mob  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  proceed  to  any  further 
violences. 

An  order  was  made  lalt  , 
term  in  the  Court  of  XIt  6 
King’s-bench,  that  all  thofe  pri¬ 
foners  who  were  under  confinement 
in  that  prifon,  and  whofe  aflions 
were  fuperfedable,  fhould,  if  they 
did  not  fu-e  out  the  fame  before  sl 
certain  day,  be  ftruck  off  the  books, 
and  turned  out  of  the  prifon  :  the 
reafon  of  this  order  was,  that  a 
number  of  prifoners  who  were  in 
polTeffion  of  rooms,  remained  in 
the  prifon  for  the  purpofe  of  let¬ 
ting  them  to  advantage,  by  which 
they  gained  a  weekly  income  of 
one  pound  three  fhillings,  receiv¬ 
ing  twenty-four  fhillings,  and  pay¬ 
ing  only  one  (hilling  to  the  mar¬ 
shal  for  his  rent.  As  there  were 
not  rooms  for  thofe  debtors  who 
were  obliged  to  be  in  prifon,  the 
court  thought  it  a  hardfhip,  and 
on  Thurfday  their  order  was  put 
in  execution,  when  near  100  were 
difcharged  for  the  above  reafon,  to 
the  great  joy  and  comfort  of  the 
prifoners,  who  now  will  get  habi¬ 
tations  for  one  (hilling  per  week 
for  which  they  had  paid  twenty- 
four. 

This  day  the  contefl  for  ^ 
the  office  of  recorder  of  this 
city  was  determined  in  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  a  majority  of  one 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair; 
far  that  gentleman  there  were  13, 
for  Mr.  Howarth  12.  The  only 
abfentee  in  the  court  was  Mr.  Al¬ 
derman  Lee. 

For  Mr,  Serjeant  Adair. 

Bridgen  Lewes 

Crofby  Plomer 

in  1 


Bull 
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Bull 

Wilkes 

Sawbridge 

Hallifax 

Kirkman 


Hayley 

Newnham 

Woolridge 

Sainfbury 


For  Mr.  Howarth. 

.  The  Lord  Mayor  Thomas 


Alfop 
Harley 
Town  fend 
Efdaile 
Kennet 


Peckham 

Clark 

Hart 

Wright 

Pugh 

O 


-  YeHerday  the  report  was 
made  to  his  MajeHy  of  the 
convicts  under  fentence  of  death 
in  Newgate,  when  the  following 
were  *  ordered  for  execution  on 
Wednefday  the  27th  infl.  viz.  Ifa- 
bella  Condon,  for  feloniouHy  and 
traiteroufly  making,  coining,  and 
counterfeiting  the  current  Fiver 
coin  of  this  realm  called  flxpences; 
John  Field,  for  felonioully  and 
traiteroufly  making,  coining,  and 
counterfeiting  the  current  filver 
coin  of  this  realm  called  lhillings 
and  iixpences  ;  William  Chamber- 
lain,  for  Healing  out  of  a  letter 
which  came  to  his  poffefiion  as  a 
Porter  of  letters  in  the  General 
Poll-office,  Lombard-llreet,  a  pro- 
rnilfory  note  for  payment  of  iol.  to 
William  Cunningham,  pfq;  or 
order;  Margaret  Creamer,  for  fe- 
lonioufly  alfaulting  John  Scarlet  on 
the  highway  at  Saltpetre  -  bank, 
and  robbing  him  of  two  guineas 
and  other  money  ;  Sarah  Budge, 
for  Healing  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  John  Whitefield,  goods,  value 
40s.  and  upwards ;  Thomas  King, 
for  Healing  in  the  dwelling-houfe 
pf  Robert  Anderfon,  a  quantity 
of  filver  plate  and  other  things,  va¬ 
lue  40s.  and  upwards. 

The  following  were  refpited  : 
Janies  Lake,  for  felonioully  af- 


fulting  William  Wheately  on  the 
highway  near  the  Nine-Elms-turn- 
pike,  and  robbing  him  of  a  gold 
watch  and  fome  money;  Jeremiah 
Hetherley,  for  privately  Healing 
in  the  Ihop  of  MeflrsNBurton  and 
Bulby,  three  hats,  value  5s.  and 
upwards;  Mary  Jones, alias  Wood, 
for  privately  Healing  in  the  Ihop 
of  William  Jones,  in  Oxford-Hreet, 
goods,  value  4I.  and  upwards. 

Dunwuich,  in  Suffolk,  OH.  19.  The 
volent  blowing  weather  we  have 
had  for  feveral  days  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  damage  amongH  the 
Ihipping  on  our  coafl ;  every  tide 
prefents  to  our  view  a  melancholy 
fcene  of  dead  bodies,  and  pieces  of 
wrecks  thrown  on  the  fands.  It 
likewife  did  great  havock  on  fhore, 
blowing  down  row's  of  large  trees, 
barns,  outhoufes,  &c.  and  unroof¬ 
ed  dwelling-houfes ;  in  Ihort,  the 
damage  done  amounts  to  many 
thoufands  of  pounds.  A  man,  his 
wife,  and  feveral  children,  were 
buried  under  the  ruins  of  a  houfe3 
and  all  killed. 

Ext  rail  of  a  Letter  from  Edinburgh , 
OHober  8, 

'  This  morning  a  mutiny  among 
the  Weflern  Fencibles,  broke  out 
here.  Part  of  thofe  who  were  in 
the  CaHle  drew  up  the  bridge  and 
excluded  their  officers,  while  ano¬ 
ther  party  at  Leith  threw  away 
their  fire-arms,  and  drew  their 
fwords,  threatening  death  to  all 
who  came  near  them.  The  mu¬ 
tiny  it  feems  was  occafioned  by 
Lord  Frederick  Campbell’s  having 
purchafed  at  London,  purfes  for 
his  regiment,  which  confiitute  a 
part  of  the  Highland  drefs,  and  on 
receiving  the  arrears  3s.  6d.  was 
Hopped  from  each  man  for  his 
purfe,  at  which  the  men  were 

greatly 
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greatly  diffatisfied,  faying  they 
could  purchafe  them  for  is.  8d.  a 
piece.  Lord  Frederick  very  pru¬ 
dently  told  them,  that  he  would 
give  them  their  purfes  at  is.  each, 
and  take  the  lofs  upon  himfelf : 
but  this  did  not  pacify  them  ;  they 
continued  mutinous,  and  the  whole 
town  was  in  an  uproar.  Six  of  the 
ringleaders  were  taken  into  cufto- 
dy,  and  a  body  of  dragoons  fur- 
rounded  the  relL  Being  fatisfied 
with  refpedt  to  their  purfes,  ano¬ 
ther  mutiny  was  difcovered,  feve- 
ral  of  them  abfolutely  refufing  to 
carry  cartouch-boxes,  which  mud 
have  rendered  them  quite  ufelefs 
as  foldiers.  On  this  the  officers 
inarched  the  whole  body  down  to 
Leith,  as  on  an  ordinary  field  day, 
without  cartouch-boxes,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  the  Links,  to  their 
furprife,  they  found  a  complete 
regiment  of  dragoons  drawn  up 
there,  without  the  knowledge  of 
any  one  but  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer.  The  cartouch-boxes  being 
fent  after  them  in  a  cart,  the 
men  were  ordered  immediately  to 
put  them  on,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  do.  Five  of  the 
leaders  of  this  riot  were  imme¬ 
diately  furrounded,  tried  by  a 
Court-martial,  and  mod  feverely 
whipped ;  after  which  the  regi¬ 
ment  was  divided  into  different 
bodies,  and  fent  to  Dundee,  Dun¬ 
bar,  and  other  places,  in  order  to 
keep  them  feparate.  Three  com¬ 
panies  which  were  left  in  the 
Caftle  as  a  gua  d,  hearing  how 
their  companions  had  fullered, 
feized  the  Cadle-gates,  drew  up 
the  bridge,  and  threatened  the  go¬ 
vernor;  upon  which  the  dragoons 
immediately  marched  to  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  two  companies  dif- 
mounting,  proceeded  to  the  Caftle, 
which  they  found  had  been  opened. 
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and  marched  in.  One  of  the  High¬ 
landers  made  a  ftroke  at  one  of  the 
officers,  who  inftantly  knocked  him 
down,  and  forced  his  way  through, 
fo  that  all  thofe  men  were  taken, 
prifoners  ;  feveral  of  them,  it  is 
imagined,  will  fuffer.  The  dra¬ 
goons  ftill  keepguard  in  theCaftleP 

Laft  week  the  E laboratory.  , 
at  Woolwich  blew  up  by 
accident,  but  fortunately  no  lives 
were  loft. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  ,  , 
Guildhall,  the  recorder  was  2  l' 
requeued  to  wait  on  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  praying  his  lordffiip  to  re- 
prefent  to  his  Majefty,  in  the  name 
of  that  honourable  court,  that  the 
members  of  that  body,  under- 
ftanding  the  royal  clemency  had 
been  extended  to  Grant,  Jonquay, 
Ellis,  Jones,  and  Barrington,  who 
were  convidled  in  September  fef- 
fions,  at  Guildhall,  of  an  outra¬ 
geous  affault  on  the  marfhals  and 
feveral  other  officers  of  this  city, 
they  humbly  conceive  the  mercy  of 
the  Sovereign  would  be  converted 
into  dangerous  confequences  to 
this  city,  and  therefore  begged  the 
pardon  to  be  reftrained  to  a  fervice 
in  India  or  other  foreign  parts. 
The  court  ordered  the  recorder  to 
prefent  the  faid  addrefs  to  his  lord- 
fhip,  who  was  pleafed  to  anfwer 
the  court’s  memorial  by  laying, 
that  the  fentence  fhould  be  altered 
fo  far  as  was  entirely  agreeable  to 
the  city’s  requeft. 

Coxbeatb .  On  Friday  night  Iaft, 
a  corporal  and  fix  men  were  plant¬ 
ed  at  Mr.  Collins’s  houie  (infor¬ 
mation  having  been  given  at  the 
general’s,  that  for  feveral  nights 
paft  an  attempt  had  been  made  to 
break  open  his  houfe)  ;  about  half 
paft  eleven  three  men  attempted 
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to  force  the  outer  front  door  ;  the 
guard  went  out  privately  at  the 
back  door,  and  came  on  them  fud- 
denly  (juft  as  they  had  opened  the 
inner  door  and  entered  the  houfe) 
and  in  fecuring  them,  the  corpo¬ 
ral  received  a  ball  from  a  piftol, 
which  fhot  him  dead  ;  they  were 
foon  overpowered  (but  not  till  two 
pf  them  were  defperately  wounded) 
and  conduced  to  the  camp.  They 
prove  to  be  three  privates  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Gloucefter,  and  were 
immediately  given  over  to  the 
Captain  Provoft*  till  the  coroner 
fits  on  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
corporal,  when  they  will  be  deli¬ 
vered  over  to  the  civil  law. 

„  ,  The  Court  of  Directors 
^  of  the  Royal  Exchange  Af- 
furance  Company  have  generoufly 
voted  a  piece  of  plate,  value  one 
hundred  guineas,  to  be  prefented 
to  Captain  Pearfon  of  the  Serapis, 
as  a  teftimony  of  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  bravery  and  conduct  in 
protecting  the  valuable  fleet  from 
the  Baltic  under  his  care. 

They  alfo  voted  a  piece  of  plate, 
yalue  fifty  guineas,  to  Capt.  Piercy, 
of  the  Qountefs  of  Scarborough, 
with  the  fame  compliment. 

Capt.  Drew,  from  Condon  to 
Quebec,  was  run  down  by  the 
Ruffel  man  of  war  (who  a  few 
months  ago  run  down  the  London 
RaftTndiaman)  in  the  night,  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  and  all  the  crew 
peri  (lied. 

Lijbon ,  Ol%  16.  The  Marquis 
de  Pombal,  late  Prime  Minifter  of 
State,  who,  during  the  prefent 
reign,  has  been  a  continual  objeCl 
pf  perfecution  and  hatred,  is  at 
laft  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment.  Two  members  of  the 
council  were  for  taking  his  life ; 
but  her  Majefty,  hearkening  only 
ic  her  natural  clemency,  mitigated 


his  punifhment.  This  is  probably 
the  laft  time  that  this  Minifter  wiii 
be  heard  of  till  his  death. 

Died,  in  the  county  of  Gla¬ 
morgan,  Mr.  Fluellyn  Pryce,  aged 
10 1,  whofe  organs  had  been  fo 
little  affeCted  by  the  weight  of 
years,  that  within  thefe  three  years 
he  directed  a  village  -  group  of 
fingers  in  fome  variations  for  the 
Sunday.  He  had  never  ufed  fpec- 
tacles  till  within  fifteen  months  of 
his  difTolution,  and  poftefTed  a 
great  flow  of  fpirits,  attended  with 
found  health  and  aCtivity  ;  which 
bletlings  were  the  refult  of  his  ab- 
itemious  manner  of  living. 

At  his  houfe  on  Four-tree  Hill* 
Enfield,  William  Bridgen,  Efqj 
upwards  pf  70,  Alderman  of  Far- 
ringdon  Within. 


NOVEMBER. 


The  corporation  of  Kingfton  . 
upon  Hull,  have  voted  the  3 
freedom  of  that  place  to  Captain 
Richard  Pierfon,  and  Capt.  Tho¬ 
mas  Piercy,  late  of  his  Majefty’s 
fhips  Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scar¬ 
borough,  for  their  gallant  and 
brave  conduCt  in  the  engagement 
with  the  fquadron  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Paul  Jones. 


ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Dar mouth* 

“  The  following  is  an  exaCl  ^  , 
account  of  the  cargo  of  the 
6>panifh  fhip  the  N.  S.  de  Piedat, 
taken  by  the  Dart  privateer  of  this 
port,  and  now  fafe  in  cur  harbour; 
fhe  is  upwards  of  6.00  tons  bur¬ 
then,  has  been  built  feven  years, 
mounts  16  carriage  gugs,  had  70 
men,  was  ficted  up  for  clofe  quar¬ 
ters,  and  yet  ftruck  to  the  Dart, 
after  firing  only  two  guns,  though 
fhe  mounts  but  14  guns  four- 

pounders 
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pounders,  had  but  60  men,  and 
is  not  200  tons  burthen  ; 

I4z,i  17  filver  dollars, 

38,949  dollars  in  gold  doubloons, 

3  1  ingots  of  gold, 

5  ingots  of  filver, 

42  bales  of  fine  beaver, 
21,061  hides  in  the  hair, 

3  bales  of  fine  wool, 
i  ditto  fine  fur. 

Exclufive  of  the  ingots  of  gold  and 
filver  (the  value  of  which  is  not 
known)  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  as 
far  q.s  it  has  been  known  by  the 
bills  of  lading  (though  it  is  fup- 
pofed  there  is  more  on  board)  a- 
mounts  to  80,0001.” 

1  At  the  quarter  feffions 
**  held  at  Prefton  for  the 
county  of  Lancafter,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  agreed,  that  the  foie  caufe 
of  the  riots  that  have  lately  hap¬ 
pened  in  that  county  is  owing  to 
the  ereCtion  of  certain  engines  for 
the  manufacturing  of  cotton  ;  that 
the  erection  of  thofe  engines  have 
notwithftanding  been  of  the  great- 
eft  utility  to  the  county  by  the  ex- 
tenfion  and  improvement  of  the 
cotton  manufactory  ;  that  the  de- 
itroying  them  in  one  county  would 
only  be  the  means  of  transferring 
them  to  another  county  ;  and 
that,  if  a  total  ftop  was  put  to 
the  ereCtion  of  them  by  the  legifla- 
ture  in  Great  Britain,  it  would 
only  tend  to  their  eftabliftiment  in 
foreign  countries,  to  the  great  de¬ 
triment  of  trade  in  this.  For  thefe 
reafons  the  court  came  to  the  re- 
folution  of  tranfmitting  to  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Secretaries  of  State  a 
Copy  of  their  proceeding,  inti¬ 
mating  a  defire  at  the  fame  time 
that  a  fpecial  commifiion  may  be 
iffued  for  the  trial  of  the  ringlead¬ 
ers  now  ip  Lancafter  gaoL 


A  Spanifh  ftiip,  of  be-  , 
tween  600  and  700  tons,  * 
laden  with  fugar,  coffee,  logwood, 
and  hard  dollars,  bound  from  the 
Havannah  to  Cadiz,  valued  at 
200, cool,  is  taken  by  the  Anti- 
gallican  privateer,  and  carried  into 
Lifbon. 

A  remarkable  trial  lately  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  Court  of  King’s, 
bench  in  Ireland.  A  Counfellor 

R - -  had  fought  a  duel  with  a 

gentleman  and  killed  him.  He 
traverfed  the  indictment,  and  ima¬ 
gined  the  jury,  as  ufual,  would 
bring  in  their  verdiCt  man-flaugh- 
ter.  But  the  Barrifter  found  him- 
felf  miftaken  —  they  deemed  the 
intentions  of  two  men  going  out 
premeditated  to  light,  to  be  ma¬ 
lice  aforethought,  and  to  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  the  court  brought  the 
prifoner  in  guilty — death.  The 
judges  deftred  them  to  recommend 
him  to  the  Bench  as  an  objeCt  of 
mercy  —  they  did  it  with  reluc¬ 
tance.  This  may  probably  put  a 
ftop  to  the  practice  of  duelling  in 
Ireland. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Dublin , 
dated,  Nov.  15. 

**  The  prefent  expectation  of  a 
free  trade,  or  rather  the  dread  of 
a  difappointment,  agitates  every 
body  here  to  a  degree  that  you 
can  hardly  imagine.  In  order  to 
compel  England  to  grant  it,  the 
popular  meafure  is,  to  grant  a 
money-bill  for  fix  months  only, 
inftead  of  two  years.  Some  of  the 
belt  friends  of  this  country,  and  the 
moft  fenfible,  feem  to  think  this 
not  the  moft  effeClual  or  eligible 
mode,  as  being  too  early  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  till  we  are  re¬ 
fund  what  we  aftt ;  but  they  are 

obliged 
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obliged  to  concur,  as  it  is  the  only 
fcheme  which  can  procure  unani¬ 
mity  among  oppofition,  and  is  fo 
much  the  popular  cry,  that  every 
county  and  town  have  inftrufted 
their  Reprefentatives  to  vote  for  it. 
This  morning  the  mob,  not  choof- 
Ing  to  wait  for  a  parliamentary  de- 
cifion,  took  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands,  and  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  fureft  method  of  fucceeding 
in  their  objedt  of  a  free  trade,  was 
to  deftroy  the  enemies  of  Ireland  ; 
they  therefore  marked  out  the  At¬ 
torney  General,  Sir  Henry  Caven7 
difii,  and  Mr.  Monk  Mafon,  as 
the  proper  objects  of  their  fury. 
About  twelve  o’clock  they  marched 
in  a  prodigious  croud  to  Mr.  Scot’s, 
the  Attorney  General’s  houfe,  with 
an  intention  of  deftroying  it,  but 
fome  of  the  potriotic  leaders  of  this 
country  contrived  to  get  there, 
mixed  among  the  mob,  and  at  laft 
perfuaded  them  to  leave  it,  after 
deftroying  the  windows  on  the 
ground  floor,  and  doing  fome  fmall 
damage  to  the  next  ftory.  They 
then  marched  to  the  Parliament- 
bo  ufe,  and  detached  a  body  to  the 
four  courts,  who  rufhed  in,  in 
fearch  of  Mr.  Scott,  who  kept  out 
of  their  way,  and  of  Sir  Henry 
Cavendifh,  whom  they  feemed 
particularly  anxious  to  find.  On 
being  difappointed,  they  returned 
to  the  Parliament-houfe,  and  fwore 
all  the  members  whom  they  could 
find  going  in,  to  be  true  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  vote  for  a  fhort  money- 
bill.  The  lawyers  corps  were  ap¬ 
plied  to  by  thl  lord  mayor,  and 
told,  that  they  flood  high  with 
the  people,  and  would  probably 
be  able  to  difperfe  them ;  they 
met,  and  agreed  to  go  unarmed 
amqfig  them.  Mr.  Yelverton?  who 


is  one  of  the  corps,  .made  a  moft 
excellent  fpeech,  which  had  great 
effedt  on  them,  and  was  wonder¬ 
fully  well  timed  ;  they  then  de¬ 
coyed  them  away,  marched  them 
through  feveral  of  the  ftreets,  and 
prevailed  on  them  to  difperfe.” 

The  application  for  a  new 
trial  lately  made  by  Mr.  Pope 
to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  (in 
the  caufe  of  Sir  Alexander  Leith 
againfl  Pope)  on  the  plea  of  ex- 
ceffive  damages,  has  proved  fruit- 
lefs,  the  court  on  Saturday  laft 
having  difcharged  the  rule. 

A  Common  Hall  was  held  at 
Guildhall  for  the  elediion  of  a 
chamberlain  of  this  city,  in  the 
room  of  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 
deceafed.  About  one  o’clock,  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
&c.  went  upon  the  Huflings,  when 
the  recorder  came  forward,  and 
addreffed  the  livery  in  a  well- 
adapted  fpeech,  wherein  he  dated 
the  peculiar  privileges  which  were 
veiled  in  the  people  at  large  by 
the  conflitution  of  the  city,  of 
electing  their  own  officers.  Sec. 

There  were  only  two  candidates, 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  and  William 
James,  Efq;  each  of  whom  ad*- 
drefled  the  livery  in  a  fhort  fpeech  ; 
after  which  they  were  put  up,  and 
the  fhow  of  hands  appeared  five  to 
one  in  favour  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  upon 
which  he  was  declared  duly  elec¬ 
ted  ;  but  a  poll  was  demanded  in 
favour  of  Mr.  James. 

The  election  for  bridge-mafler  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Borwick, 
then  came  on,  when  there  was  a 
very  great  fhow  of  hands  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Buffar,  againfl  five  other 
candidates  ;  the  fecond  on  the  lift 
was  Mr.  Betts ;  on  which  Mr. 
Buffar  was  declared  duly  eledted  ; 
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but  a  poll  was  demanded  for  two  of 
the  other  candidates. 

,  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 
'  at  Guildhall  for  chamber- 
lain,  the  numbers  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

For  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes,  2332 
Mr.  James  -  370 

when  Mr.  James  declined  the  poll, 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Wilkes  will  be 
declared  duly  ele&ed  next  Tuef- 
day,  chamberlain  of  this  city  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year. 

On  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
bridge -mailer,  the  numbers  were. 
For  Mr.  BufFar  -  1304 

Mr.  Taylor  -  260 

Mr.  Betts  -  214 

The  majority  on  the  poll  being  fo 
very  great  in  favour  of  Mr.  BufFar, 
Mefirs.  Taylor  and  Betts  declined 
giving  the  livery  any  further  trou¬ 
ble. 

The  printer  of  the  General  Ad- 
vertifer  was  ordered  up  by  the  Court 
of  King’s- bench  to  receive  judg¬ 
ment,  for  publiihing  feditious 
hand-bills  expreflive  of  joy  at  the 
acquittal  of  Admiral  Keppel  ; 
when  he  was  fentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  6s.  8d.  and  to  be  confined 
in  Newgate  for  twelve  months. 

,  Mr.  Fox  having,  in  de- 
3  *  bate  one  day  lail  week,  ani¬ 

madverted  with  fome  degree  ofafpe- 
rity  on  a  particular  fpecies  of  ar¬ 
gument  frequently  made  ufe  of  by 
the  friends  of  the  Miniiler,  viz. 
that  bad  as  the  Minillry  were, 
it  was  not  certain  that  the  na- 
(C  tion  would  be  at  all  bettered  by 
taking  their  opponents  a 
Mr.  Adam,  who  had  made  ufe 
of  that  argument  in  the  fame  de¬ 
bate,  called  on  Mr.  Fox  fome  days 
after  for  an  explanation.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  letters  palled  on  the  above 
occafion. 


N  I  C  L  E.  [2 35 

St.  Alban's  'tavern.  Sat. four 
o'clock  afternoon . 

,c  Mr.  Adam  prefents  his  com¬ 
pliments  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  begs 
leave  to  reprefen t  to  him,  that  upon 
confidering,  again  and  again,  what 
had  pa/Ted  between  them  lall  night, 
it  is  impolfible  for  him  to  have  his 
chara&er  cleared  to  the  public, 
without  inferting  the  following  pa¬ 
ragraph  in  the  nevvfpapers. 

“  We  have  authority  to  alfure  the 
public,  that  in  a  converfation  that 
palLed  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Adam,  in  confequence  of  the  de¬ 
bate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  oa 
Thurfday  laft,  Mr.  Fox  declared, 
that  however  much  his  fpeech  may 
have  been  mifreprefented,  he  did 
not  mean  to  throw  any  perfonal 
reflection  upon  Mr.  Adam. 

**  Major  Humberfton  does  me 
the  honour  of  delivering  this  to 
you,  and  will  bring  your  anfwer. 

To  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox.” 
“SIR, 

<e  I  am  very  forry  that  it  is  ut¬ 
terly  inconfiftent  with  my  ideas  of 
propriety,  to  authorife  the  putting 
any  thing  into  the  newfpapers  re¬ 
lative  to  a  fpeech  which  in  my 
opinion  required  no  explanation. 
You,  who  heard  the  fpeech,  muft 
know  that  it  did  convey  no  perfo¬ 
nal  refie&ion  upon  you,  unlel’s  you 
felt  yourfelf  in  the  predicament 
upon  which  I  animadverted.  The 
account  of  my  fpeech  in  the  newf¬ 
papers  is  certainly  incorreCt,  and 
certainly  unauthorifed  by  me  ;  and 
therefore  with  refpeCt  to  that,  I 
have  nothing  to  fay. 

“  Neither  the  converfation  that 
palTed  at  Brookes’s,  nor  this  letter, 
are  of  a  fecret  nature,  and  if  ^you 
have  any  wilh  to  relate  the  one,  or 

to 
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to  fhew  the  other,  you  are  perfect¬ 
ly  at  liberty  fo  to  do.  I  am,  &c. 

To - Adam ,  Efq.” 

Chef  erf eld-flreet  t  half  pajl  3, 
Sunday ,  Nov.  28. 

“SIR, 

**  As  you  mult  be  ienfible  that 
the  fpeech  printed  in  the  News¬ 
papers  reflects  upon  me  perfonally, 
and  as  it  is  from  that  only  that 
the  public  can  have  their  informa¬ 
tion,  it  is  evident,  that  unlefs  that 
Is  contradicted  by  your  authority, 
in  as  public  a  manner  as  it  was 
given,  my  character  muft  be  inju¬ 
red.  Your  refufal  to  do  this,  en¬ 
titles  me  to  prefume  that  you  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  manner  in  which  that 
fpeech  has  been  given  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  juftifies  me  in  demanding 
the  only  fatisfaCtion  that  fuch  an 
injury  will  admit  of. 

t(  Major  flu mber lion  is  em¬ 
powered  to  fettle  all  particulars  % 
and  the  fooner  this  affair  is  brought 
to  a  conclufion,  the  more  agree¬ 
able  to  me.  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c. 

To  Hon.  Charles  ‘James  Fox.” 

In  confequence  of  the  above, 
the  parties  met,  according  to  a- 
greement,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning.  After  the  ground  was 
meafured  out,  at  the  diftance  of 
fourteen  paces,  Mr.  Adam  defired 
Mr.  Fox  to  fire,  to  which  Mr.  Fox 
replied,  Sir,  I  have  no  quarrel 
with  you ;  do  you  fire.”  Mr. 
Adam  then  fired,  and  wounded 
Mr.  Fox,  which  we  believe  was 
not  at  all  perceived  by  Mr.  Adam, 
as  it  was  not  diftinCtly  feen  by 
either  of  ourfelves.  Mr.  Fox  fired 
without  effeCt ;  we  then  interfered, 
afking  Mr.  Adam  if  he  was  fals¬ 
ified  ?  Mr.  Adam  replied,  “  Will 
Mr.  Fox  declare  he  meant  no  per- 


fonal  attack  upon  my  character?’* 
Upon  which  Mr.  Fox  faid,  this 
was  no  place  for  apologies,  and 
defired  him  to  go  on .  Mr.  Adam 
fired  his  fecond  piftol  without  ef¬ 
fect  ;  Mr.  Fox  fired  his  remaining 
piftol  in  the  air,  and  then  faying, 
as  the  affair  was  ended,  he  had  no 
difficulty  in  declaring  he  meant 
no  more  perfonal  affront  to  Mr. 
Adam  than  he  did  to  either  of 
the  other  gentlemen  prefent, 
Mr.  Adam  replied,  te  Sir,  you 
have  behaved  like  a  man  of  ho¬ 
nour.”  Mr.  Fox  then  mentioned, 
that  he  believed  himfelf  wounded, 
and,  upon  his  opening  his  waift- 
coat,  it  was  found  it  was  fo,  but, 
to  all  appearance,  flightly.  The 
parties  then  feparated,  and  Mr. 
Fox’s  wound  was,  on  examination, 
found  not  likely  to  produce  any 
dangerous  confequence. 

Richard  Fitzpatrick ,  Second 
to  Mr.  Fox. 

T.  Mackenzie  liumb  erf  on Se¬ 
cond  to  Mr.  Adam. 

A  Court  of  Aldermen  was  held, 
principally  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
claring  Mr.  Wilkes  duly  elected 
Chamberlain,  and  to  receive  his 
propofal  of  fecurities ;  when  Mr. 
Wilkes  propofed  Geo.  Hayley  and 
John  Sawbridge,  Efqrs,  Alder¬ 
men,  Thomas  Scott,  and  Rene 
Payne,  Efqrs.  to  be  fureties  in 
the  penalty  of  40,0001.  for  the 
due  performance  of  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  which  the  Court 
unahjmoufly  approved  of. 

Peter/burgh,  Nov.  5.  The  Se¬ 
nate  has  received,  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Kamtfchatka,  advice, 
that,  laft  year,  about  the  time 
that  the  leaves,  though  ftili  green, 
begin  to  fall  from  the  trees, 
tw-Q  large  vcftels  arrived  on  their 
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coaH,  one  of  three,  and  the  other 
of  two  mads ;  that  they  landed 
fome  men,  and  behaved  with  great 
courtefy  to  the  inhabitants,  giving 
them  prefents ;  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  return  offered  them  fome 
whales  flelh,  which  they  refufed, 
after  fmelling  to  it ;  that  they 
could  not  underftand  any  thing  they 
faid  ;  that  thefe  veffels  afterwards 
failed  towards  the  North,  and 
touched  at  different  parts  of 
Kamtfchatka,  where  the  fame  oc¬ 
currences  happened  as  before  men¬ 
tioned  ;  that  they  failed  out  of 
fight  towards  the  North,  but  in 
fome  days  returned,  and  failed  to 
the  South,  fmce  which  they  have 
not  been  feen. 

We  do  not  know  what  veffels 
thefe  can  have  been,  unlefs  they 
are  Capt.  Cook’s,  who  failed  from 
England  three  years  ago  to  make 
difcoveries,  and  who  has  not  been 
heard  of  fince  he  was  at  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

Stockholm ,  Nov.  15.  The  grand 
bafon  which  has  been  formed  at 
Carlfcroon  is  reckoned  one  of  the 
HneH  performances  of  the  age.  It 
contains  24  places,  in  which  fhips 
may  not  only  be  kept  dry,  but 
may  be  taken  out  by  letting  in 
water  at  any  time,  which  may  be 
done  into  any  one  of  thofe  places 
feparately.  The  engineer  who 
had  the  direction  of  this  work  is 
Mr.  Tunberg,  and  he  has  acquired 
great  reputation  by  it.  He  has 
ailo  invented  a  fort  of  fpying- 
glafs,  with  which  one  may  difco- 
ver  the  nature  of  the  foils  under 
water. 

Died,  at  Rumfey,  in  Hants, 
James  Cordelon,  a  native  of  France, 
aged  108  years. 

At  Barbadoes,  Mrs.  Mary  Pol¬ 
lard,  aged  1 15  years.  She  was  in 


perfect  health  till  within  a  few 
days  of  her  death  ;  could  read  the 
fmalled  print  without  fpe&acles, 
and  retained  her  fenfes  to  the  laft 
minute. 

At  Hammerfmith,  Mrs.  Bonnel, 

wife  of -  Bonnel,  Efq.  It  is 

remarkable  of  this  lady,  that  fhe 
was  a  mother  at  16,  a  grandmo¬ 
ther  at  35,  and  had  17  children 
in  the  courfe  of  1 1  years  and  a 
half. 


DECEMBER, 

Howard,  a  hawker 
of  ballads,  went  voluntarily 
before  the  mayor  of  Kingfton,  and 
made  oath,  that  fhe  and  one  Ifaac 
Jones, a  pedlar, were  the  perfons  who 
murdered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheney 
on  the  nth  of  December  1762, 
for  the  difcovery  of  which  murder 
iool.  reward  was  offered  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Hungerford,  and 
the  fame  by  his  Majefty,  She  faid 
fhe  was  driven  by  the  remorfe  of 
her  own  confcience  to  make  the 
difcovery,  not  from  malice  to  the 
man. 

John  Staples,  for  extort*  ,  , 
ing  money  from  Tho.  Har-  C  * 
ris  Crolby ,  by  threatening  to  charge 
him  with  an  abominable  crime  5 
Timothy  Fitzpatrick,  for  Healing 
money ;  and  John  Taylor,  for 
Healing  a  letter,  in  which  was  a 
bill  of  exchange  for  30I.  were  exe¬ 
cuted  at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their 
fentence. 

The  feffions  ended  at  the  , 
Old  Baily,  when  the  fol-  IOt 
lowing  prifoners  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  John  Howell,  for 
Healing  352  filk  handkerchiefs, 
and  other  goods  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Davidfon,  pawn-broker,  In 
Bifhopfgate-flreet ;  William  Kent, 
for  robbing  Henry  Otto,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  meflengers,  of  his 
watch  and  money,  on  the  high¬ 
way,  near  Gunnerlbury-lane  ; 
Hugh  Mulvey,  Benjamin  Fetter, 
John  Wiley,  and  John  Woolmore, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Farley  in  Coldbath- 
Felds,  and  healing  fome  wearing 
apparel,  &c.  ;  nine  were  ordered 
to  be  kept  to  hard  labour  for  the 
benefit  of  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Thames,  four  to  be  kept  to 
hard  labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Cor¬ 
rection,  and  13  difcharged  by  pro¬ 
clamation. 

^  Laft  week  a  Court  of 
J2l  ‘  Common  Council  was  held 
at  Guildhall,  to  re-conlider  the 
order  of  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confider  what  mark  of  refpeCt 
is  mofi  fit  to  perpetuate  the  me¬ 
mory  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham; 
when  after  fome  debate  it  was 
agreed  to  ereCt  a  ftatue  in  Guild¬ 
hall  over  the  Huftings,  facing 
Alderman  Beckford’s ;  and  it  is  to 
be  executed  by  Mr.  Bacon,  at  an 
expence  not  exceeding  3000k— 
The  thanks  of  the  Court  were  alfo 
voted  to  feveral  Peers  for  their 
heady  behaviour  and  fpirited  con¬ 
duct  in  the  Houfe  upon  all  oc- 
cafions  for  the  good  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 

One  evening  laft  month,  a  car¬ 
penter  going  accidentally  through 
the  tranfept  of  Ely  cathedral,  law 
the  chamber  adjoining  to  the  lan¬ 
tern  on  fire  ;  he  got  aififiance,  and 
they  tore  up  the  flaming  boards, 
and  threw  them  down  into  the  oc¬ 
tagon  ;  and  thus  faved  that  beau¬ 
tiful  part  of  the  building  the  lan¬ 
tern,  and  poflibly  the  whole 
church.  The  fire  is  fuppofed  to 
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have  been  occafloned  by  the  ufuaf 
careleffnefs  of  plumbers  who  had 
been  repairing  the  lead. 

On  Wednefday  morning,  the 
15th,  a  barbarous  murder  was 
committed,  in  a  copfe  at  Good- 
wood,  in  Suflex,  the  feat  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  oil 
the  body  of  Thomas  Hewitt,  one 
of  his  Grace’s  grooms,  by  one 
Burnett,  a  poacher,  in  company 
with  three  others,  wrho  on  the 
fame  morning  had  been  deftroying 
game  in  the  above  copfe,  and  whp, 
on  meeting  with  the  deceafed  and 
two  of  his  Grace’s  park-keepers, 
immediately  fell  upon  them,  and 
befides  killing  the  above  unfortu¬ 
nate  man,  they  lb  unmercifully 
beat  one  of  the  keepers,  that  his 
life  was  in  danger  for  feveral  days. 
Hewitt,  we  are  informed,  had 
thrown  Burnett  feveral  fucceflive 
times,  and  it  is  believed  would 
have  fecured  him,  (as  Burnett 
hath  fince  acknowledged )  had 
he  not  unfortunately  in  the  fcufile 
fallen  backward  over  a  wheel- 
track,  in  which  fltuation  his  in¬ 
human  antagonift  feized  him  faff 
by  the  throat,  and  never  quitted 
his  hold  till  he  had  killed  him, 
when  the  murderers  immediately 
fled,  leaving  behind  them  fome  of 
their  hats,  and  a  bag  containing 
three  brace  of  pheafants.  The 
Coroner’s  Inqueft  fat  on  the 
body  of  the  unfortunate  Hewitt, 
and  brought  in  their  verdiCt 
Wilful  Murder;  in  confequence 
of  which,  two  of  the  criminals, 
James  Burnett  and  George  Dil- 
loway,  who  were  foon  afterwards 
apprehended  and  taken,  were 
committed  to  Horfham  gaol,  to 
take  their  trial  at  the  next  aflizes 
for  the  faid  murder.  The  other 
two  offenders,  Charles  Dilloway 

and 
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and  Daniel  Shepherd,  are  flill  at 
large. 

i  This  day  came  on  before 
"0t;  *  Lord  Mansfield,  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  Weftmi li¬ 
fter,  a  trial  on  an  information  or¬ 
dered  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  courfe  of  laft  feftions,  agajnll 
Meftrs.  Stratton,  Brook,  FJoyer, 
and  Mackey,  for  the  arreft  and 
imprifonment  of  Lord  Pigot,  when 
governor  of  Madrafs.  The  cafe 

o 

was  ably  and  pathetically  opened 
9  by  Mr.  Wedderburne,  in  fupport 
ot  the  charge,  and  as  ably  anfvver- 
Od  by  Mr.  E)  unning,  in  favour  of 
the  defendants.  After  the  Judge 
had  delivered  his  charge,  the  jury 
found  the  defendants  guilty.  See 
Appendix . 

o  ,  Llis  Majefty  gave  the  royal 

*  aflent  to  the  following  bills, 
viz.  for  granting  a  free  trade  to 
Ireland  ;  for  preventing  the  clan- 
deftine  conveyance  of  fugar,  &c. 
from  America  into  Great  Britain  ; 
for  indemnifying  officers  of  the 
militia  who  have  not  qualified 
themfelves,  Sec. ;  and  two  private 
bills. 

The  Houfe  of  Peers  adjourned 
to  the  27th  of  January,  and  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  24th  of 
the  fame  month. 

Brijlol ,  Dec.  25.  The  want  of 
a  fupply  of  American  tar  has  given 
us  a  difeovery  of  the  utmoft  utili¬ 
ty,  and  which  will  be  a  great  fav- 
ing  to  this  country  ;  fome  gentle¬ 
men  of  Briftol  having  fet  up  works 
for  extracting  the  oil  out  of  pit- 
coal,  ufed  for  making  lampblack; 
this  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down  to  the 
confiftence  of  tar,  which  it  exactly 
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refembles  in*  colour  and  quality, 
and  is  with  difficulty  diftinguilhed 
from  real  tar;  feveral  (hips  in  this 
port  have  had  their  bottoms  payed 
with  it,  and  though  it  is  found  to 
be  a  more  excellent  prefervative 
againft  the  worms,  it  has  the  hap¬ 
py  advantage  of  being  rendered 
at  nearly  half  the  price  of  real  tar  ; 
it  may  be  alfo  ufed  with  fuccefs  in 
every  cafe  in  which  tar  is  employ¬ 
ed.  The  oil  is  alfo  boiled  down 
to  the  confiftence  of  picch,  which, 
it  is  alfo  ufed  for,  and  is  found  an 
excellent  fuccedaneum  for  that  ar¬ 
ticle.  After  the  oil  is  extracted 
from  the  coal,  the  refiduum  is  a 
very  good  coke. 

In  I  he  ’account  given  laft  year 
of  the  number  of  fhips  cleared  at 
the  Cuftom  Houfe  in  the  year  1 777, 
it  is  to  be  underftood  of  fhips  cleared 
at  the  Cuftom  Lloufe,  Newcaftle. 
— We  have  been  favoured  with  th& 
following  Lift  from  an  obliging 
correfpondent  at  that  place,  to 
whom  we  are  alfo  indebted  for  the 
above-mentioned  correction. 

Ships  cleared  outwards  at  the  Cuftom 
Houfe ,  Newcaftle,  including  their 
repeated  voyages* 

Coaftwife.  Foreign.  Total. 

Year  1777 — *'4410 —  403 — 4813 
1778 —  414° — 285 — 4425 
177  9 —  3670  —  230—3900 

From  the  above  it  appears,  that 
177Q  has  fallen  fhort  of  177 8, 
525  fhips!  —  and  of  1777,  913 
fhips ! 


*  Thefe  numbers  differ  a  little  from  thofe  in  the  Regifter  of  1778,  which  may 
arife  from  the  different  terminations  of  the  year; — thefe  are  from  5  Jan.  to 
5  Jan. — and  thole  may  have  been  taken  from  25  Dec.  to  25  Dec. 

.Died, 
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DiED,  itl  a  very  advanced  age, 
and  in  great  obfcurity,  at  Rother- 
hithe,  Dr.  Gibbs,  an  excellent 
mathematician  and  mufician.  He 
died  with  his  pen  in  his  hand, 
correlating  a  work  he  Was  juft 
about  to  publifh; 

Martha  Cove;  aged  105,  one 
of  the  poor  belonging  to  the  pa- 
rifh  of  St.  James’s,  Weftminller, 

.  ,1  .ii— -SA, - — i a——* 

A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrifen- 
ings  and  Burials  from  December 
15,  1 778,  to  December  14, 

1779* 

Chriflened,  Buried, 

Males  $640  Males  toioS 
Females  8129-  Feihales  102 12 

In  all  16769  In  all  20420 

Increafed  in  the  burials  this  year 
21. 

Died  under  two  years  of  age  72 6t 
Between  2  and  5 
5  and  to 
10  and  20 
20  and  30 
30  and  40 
40  and  50 
50  and  60 
60  and  70 
70  and  80 
80  and  90 
90  and  100 

100 

101 

102 

103 

^ — ■ — - 

Births  for  the  Tear  1779. 

January.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Stanley,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Martin  Brown 
Folkes,  Bart,  of  a  daughter* 


2106 

703 

692 

1392 

i63? 

2002 

l68o 

I427 

IO38 

413 

69 

4 

1 

2 

1 


TheQueen  of  Naples,  of  a  prin¬ 
ce  fs. 

The  Princefs  of  Afturias,  of  an 
Infanta,  at  the  Pardo,  Madrid. 

The  Princefs  Louifa  Henrietta 
Carolina,  fpoufe  of  his  Serene 
Highnefs  the  Hereditary  Prince 
of'  Heffe  Darmftadt,  of  a  prin¬ 
cefs. 


February.  The  Lady  of  Sir 
Jatiies  Langham,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeberry,  of  a 
daughter. 

23d.  This  morning,  between 
three  and  four  o’clock,  the  Queen 
was  happily  delivered  of  a  Prince. 

Mar  eh.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Melbourne,  of  a  fon. 

April.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Williams  Wynne,  Bart,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Right  Hon.  th£  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  of  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Boffon,  of 
a  fon; 

May .  The  Marchionefs  of 
Granby,  of  a  fon  . 

The  confort  of  the  Great 
Duke  of  Ruffia,  of  a  prince,  who 
was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Con- 
ftantine. 


Ladv  Downe;  of  a  fon. 

j  * 

June.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Craven* 
of  a  fon . 


The  Lady  of  Sir  J,  Smith,  Bart„ 
of  a  daughter. 

July.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Amelia  Byron,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Cow- 
per,  of  a  fon;  at  Florence. 

Auguft.  Right  Hon.  Countefs 
of  Suffolk,  of  a  fon  and  heir. 


Lady  of  Sir  Gh.  Douglafs,  of  a 
fon. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  a  daughter. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Brownlow,  of 

a  fon  - 


Right 


CHRONICLE.  [241 


Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Foley, 
of  a  fon. 

The  Duchefs  of  Leinfter,  of  a 
daughter,  in  Ireland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  J.  Eden,  Bart, 
of  a  daughter. 

September .  The  Great  Duchefs 
of  Tufcany,  of  a  prince. 

The  Princefs  of  Prince  Ferdi¬ 
nand  of  Pruflia,  of  a  Prince. 

Princefs  of  Mecklenburgh  Stre- 
litz,  of  a  princefs. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chandos,  of  a 
daughter. 

Oflober.  Lady  of  Sir  John  T ay- 
lor,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

November.  The  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Co  1.  Fitzroy,  of  a  fon. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  of  Jerfey, 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Duchefs  of  Chartres,  of  a 
prince. 

The  Archduchefs,  confort  to  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  of  a  prince, 
at  Milan. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Beau¬ 
champ  Pro&or,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  Saville-rovv* 

Hon.  Mrs.  Vanfittart,  of  a  fon. 

December .  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke,  Bart,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Wm.  Afhurft,  of  a 
fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1779. 

"January.  The  Hon.  MifsWrot- 
tefley,  one  of  the  maids  of  honour 
to  her  Majefly,  and  lifter  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Grafton,  to  Colonel 
Gardner. 

Sir  John  William  Pole,  of  Shute, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Templer, 
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At  Dublin,  George  Powel,  Efq.} 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne 
Stratford,  daughter  to  the  late 
Earl  of  Aldborough. 

February.  Mifs  B ay n ton,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Sir  Ed.  Baynton,  Bart,  to 
Andrew  Stone,  Efq; 

Hon.  Henry  Vernon,  id  fon  to 
Lord  Vernon,  to  Mifs  Sedley. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Prifcilla 
Barbara  Elizabeth  Bertie,  elde.fi: 
lifter  of  the  Duke  of  Ancafter,  to 
Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 

March.  Sir  Roger  Twifden* 
Bart.  ofBradburne,  tdMifsWel- 
dalh,  of  Chatham. 

The  Hon.  Felton  Hervey,  to 
Mifs  Elville,  only  daughter  and 
foie  heirefs  of  Sir  John  Elville, 
Bart, 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount 
Gallway,  to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Ma¬ 
thew. 

The  Hon.  Barth.  Bouverie,  3d 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Arundell. 

Sir  William  Smyth,  of  Hill 
Hall,  in  Effex,  Bart,  to  Mifs 

Windham. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
tone,  in  Ireland,  to  the  Hon,  Mifs 
Townfhend,  daughter  of  Lady 
Greenwich  and  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  half-fifler 
to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh. 

April.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Binning,  to  Lady  Sophia  Hope. 

John  Hawkins,  Elq;  eldeft  fon 
of  Sir  Caefar  Hawkins,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Colbourne. 

May.  The  Right  Hon,  Hugh 
Earl  and  Baron  Percy,  fon  and 
heir  apparent  of  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland,  to  Mifs  Frances 
Julia  Burrell,  3d  daughter  of  the 
late  Peter  Burrell,  Efq; 


The 
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The  Earl  of  Harrington,  to  Mifs 
Fleming,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Michael  Fleming. 

'June .  Right  Hon.  Lord  Forbes, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lady  Selina 
Rawdon. 

‘  Right  Hon.  Lord  Cathcart,  to 
Mifs  Elliot. 

- -  Byron,  Efq;  Captain  in 

the  Guards,  and  eldeft  fon  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Byron,  to  Lady  Amelia  Con¬ 
yers  D’Arcy. 

Anthony  Chapman,  Efq;  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Charlotte  Carey, 
daughter  to  Lord  Vifcount  Falk¬ 
land. 

John  James  Hamilton,  Efq; 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of  Abercorn, 
to  Mifs  Catherine  Copley,  fecond 
daughter  of  Sir  Jofeph  Copley, 

Bart. 

Capt.  DuiTield,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Eliz.  Birmingham, 
eldeft  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Lowth. 

Baron  Nolken,  Envoy  from 
Sweden,  to  Mrs.  Le  Maitre,  re- 
lift  of  the  Lion.  Mr.  Juftice  Le 

Maitre. 

July.  The  Hon.  Llenry  Stawell 
Biifon  Legge,  fon  and  heir  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mary  Baronefs  Sta¬ 
well  in  her  own  right,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Curzon. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne,  to  Lady 
Louifa  Fitzpatrick,  filter  to  the 
Earl  of  Upper  Offory. 

Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Muilman. 

Sir  E.  Lloyd,  Bart,  to  Mifs  A. 
Yonge. 

Francis  Head,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Ma¬ 
ria  juftina  Stepney,  daughter  of 
Sir  Th.  Stepney,  Bart. 

Thomas  Wiggons,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Kinnaird,  daughter  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird, 
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Auguft .  William  Bowles,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Dinah  Frankland,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart. 

Thomas  Horton,  Efq;  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Stanley,  fitter  to  the 
Earl  of  Derby. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glynne,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Bennet. 

The  Hon .  and  Rev.  John  Hewitt, 
Deane  of  Cloyne,  and  fon  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Jane  More. 

September.  The  Rev.  Jofeph. 
Smith,  of  Wendover,  to  Mifs  Julia 
Bernard,  youngeft  daughter  of  the 
late  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Berney,  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Neville,  only  daughter 
of  Lord  Abergavenny. 

- Butler,  Efq;  to  the  Hon. 

Mifs  Langdale,  daughter  of  Lord 
Langdale. 

Auguftus  Perkins,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Warren,  only  fitter  to  Sir  John 
Borlace  Warren. 

Sir  Robert  Barker,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Holloway. 

Tho.  Gage,  Efq;  fon  and  heir 
of  Sir  Tho.  Gage,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Charlotte  Fitzherbert. 

O Bober.  John  Inglifh  Dolben, 
only  fon  of  Sir  William  Dolben, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hal  let. 

November.  Tho.  Hanmer,  Efq; 
eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Walden  Hanmer, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Kennyon. 

Hon.  Mifs  Sally  Pratt,  third 
daughter  to  Lord  Camden,  to 
Nich.  Price,  Efq; 

Dec.  Sir  Richard  Clayton,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  White. 

John  Honeywood,  Efq;  to  Hon. 
Mifs  Courtnay,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Vifcount  Courtnay. 

Charles  Smyth,  Efq;  brother  to 
Sir  William  Smyth,  Bart,  to  Mifs 

Vandeput, 


C  H  R  O 

Vandeput,  daughter  of  Sir  Geo. 
Vandeput,  Bart. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 

Tear  1779,  from  the  London  Ga¬ 
zette,  &  c . 

fan.  Andrew  Snape  Hammond, 
Elq;  to  the  honour  of  Knight¬ 
hood. 

Whitfhed  Keene,  Efq;  to  be 
Surveyor  of  his  Majefty’s  Works. 

Feb.  Earl  of  Farnham,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  the  County  of  Cavan,  in 
Ireland,  <vice  late  E.  of  Lanefbo- 
rough. 

His  Grace  D.  of  Ancafter  and 
Kefteven, — made  Ld  Lieut,  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  and  fworn  of 
his  Majefty’s  moll  hon.  Privy 
Council. 

Gen.  Sir  Geo.  Howard,  K.  B. 
to  the  command  of  the  1  ft  regi¬ 
ment  of  dragoon  guards,  <vice 
Gen.  Moftyn. 

The  moft  honourable  order  of 
the  Bath  to  James  Harris,  Efq; 
his  Majefty’s  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court 
of  Peterfburgh. 

In  purfuance  of  the  King’s  plea- 
fure,  the  following  Flag-officers  of 
his  Majefty’s  fleet  were  promot¬ 
ed,  viz.  George  Mackenzie,  Efq; 
Matthew  Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter 
Parker,  Knt.  Hon.  Samuel  Bar¬ 
rington,  Rear  Admirals  of  the 
Red  ;  Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq; 
Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  George 
Darby,  Efq;  John  Campbell,  Efq; 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  White,  to 
be  Vice  Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

James  Gambier,  Efq;  William 
Lloyd, Efq;  Fancis  William  Drake, 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knight 
of  the  Bath,  Hyde  Parker,  Efq; 
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Rear  Admirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be 
Rear  Admirals  of  the  Red. 

And  the  following  captains  were 
alfo  appointed  Flag-officers  of  his 
Majefty’s  fleet,  viz.  John  Evans, 
Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq;  Ni¬ 
cholas  Vincent  Efq;  John  Storr, 
Efq;  Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knight, 
to  be  Rear  Admirals  of  the  White. 

Jofhua  Rowley,  Efq;  Richard 
Edwards,  Efq;  Thomas  Graves, 
Efq;  Robert  Bigby,  Efq;  Sir  John 
Lockhart  Rofs,  Bart,  to  be  Rear 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  Major-generals  William. 
Amherft,  of  3 2d  foot,  Robert 
Watfon,  Lieut.  Governor  of  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Daniel  Jones,  of  2d  foot, 
John  Mackenzie,  of  the  marines, 
John  Bell,  of  the  marines,  Jorden. 
Wren,of4iftfoot,  Lancelot  Baugh, 
of  58th  foot.  Sir  David  Lindfay, 
Bart,  of  59th  foot,  Henry  Smith, 
of  the  marines,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
generals  in  the  army. 

As  likewife  Colonels  Spencer 
Cowper,  Lieutenant-governor  of 
Tinmouth,  William  Winyard,  of 
3d  foot  guards,  Edward  Mathew, 
of  2d  foot  guards,  Richard  Burton 
Phillipfon,  of  ift  dragoons,  Francis 
Smith,  of  10th  foot,  Auguftine 
Prevoft,  of  60th  foot,  James  Pat- 
tifon,  of  the  artillery,  John  Doug¬ 
las,  of  2d  dragoons,  Hon.  Alex¬ 
ander  Leflie,  of  64th  foot,  Sa¬ 
muel  Cleaveland,  of  the  artillery, 
Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  of  36th 
foot,  William  Thornton,  of  ift 
foot  guards,  George  Ogilvie,  of 
3d  foot  guards.  Sir  William  Er- 
fkine,  Knt.  of  80th  foot,  John 
Campbell,  of  57th  foot.  Sir  George 
Ofborn,  Bart,  of  3d  foot  guards, 
to  be  Major  -  generals  in  the 
army. 


March. 
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March ,  Martin  Eden,  Efq;  ap¬ 
pointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
the  Court  cf  Copenhagen. 

Thomas  Rumbold,  Efq;  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Madrafs,  created  a  Bart. 

Fledtor  Munro,  Efq;  Major-ge¬ 
neral  of  his  Majefty’s  forces  in  the 
Eaft-Indies,  created  a  Knight  of 
the  Bath. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
appoint  John  Elliot,  Efq;  the 
Hon.  Robert  Boyle  Walfmgharn, 
and  Wm.  Hotham,  Efq;  to  be 
Colonels  of  his  Majefty’s  marine 
forces,  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Graves,  Robert  Digby,  and  Jo- 
fhua  Rowley,  Efqrs,  appointed 
Flag-officers  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet. 

The  Rev.  Cyril  Jackfon,  ap¬ 
pointed  preacher  to  the  Society  of 
LincolnVinn. 

April.  Admiral  Mann,  to  be 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
*vice  Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer. 

The  Earl  of  Winchelfea,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Rutland. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  B.  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  7th  regiment,  vice 
Sir  George  Howard. 

May.  The  following  perfons  were 
Knighted  by  the  King,  Geo.  Mun¬ 
ro,  Efq;  of  Poyntzfield,  Cromar¬ 
ty;  James  Duff,  Efq;  of  Kenftair, 
Aberdeenfhire  ;  Tho.  Fowke,  Efq; 
of  Lowefby  Flail,  Leicdfterfhire  ; 
Cha.  Gould,  Efq;  of  Ealing,  Mid- 
dlefex ;  and  Hugh  Dalrymple,  Efq; 
of  the  Athol  regiment  of  High¬ 
landers. 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  King’s  Ffigh  Commif- 
fioner  to  the  Church  of  Scotland. 

General  Robinfon,  Governor  of 
Hew  York. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Thur- 

1cmf  Dean  of  Rochefter,  to  be 
Baihop  of  Lincoln,  in  the  room  of 


Dr.  Green,  deceafed. — The  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Antrim,  to  be  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath. 

June.  Rev.  Dr.  Jefferys,  to  be 
Canon  Refidentiary  of  St.  Paul’s. 
—Rev.  Dr.  Cuft,  to  be  Dean  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Rochefter. —  Rev. 
Mr.  Jackfon,  to  be  a  Canon  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Chrift,  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Oxford. — Rev.  Mr. 
Onflow,  to  be  a  Canon  of  the  Ca¬ 
thedral  of  Chrift,  in  the  Univer- 
ftty  of  Oxford. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendifh,  Bart,  and 
John  Fofter,  Efq;  to  be  of  his 
Majefty’s  moft  honourable  Privy 
Council. 

July.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Rutland,  to  be  his  Majefty’s  Lieut, 
of  and  for  the  County  of  Ld- 
cefter ;  and  alfo  to  be  the  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  for  the  Paid  county,  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Duke  of  Rut¬ 
land. — Bamber  Gafcoyne,  Efq;  to 
be  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Commif- 
ftoners  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Charles  Spencer. — Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  his 
Majefty’s  Commiffioners  for  trade 
and  plantations. — The  Right  Rev. 
Father  in  God  James  late  Bifhop 
of  St.  David’s,  to  be  Bifhop  of 
Gloucefter,  void  by  the  death  of 
Doftor  Warburton.  —  John  War¬ 
ren,  D.D.  to  be  Bifhop  of  St. 
David’s, — The  Right  Flon.  Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  to  be  keeper  of  his  Majefty’s 
Signet  in  Scotland.  —  Charles 
French,  of  Clogha,  in  the  . county 
of  Galway,  Efq;  and  FI  ugh  Hill, 
of  Londonderry,  Efq;  to  be  Ba¬ 
ronets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
—  Sir  W.  A.  Cunynghame,  Bart. 
Clerk  Comptroller  of  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth. 

Auvufk* 
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Auguft.  Brownlow,  Duke  of  An- 
cafter,  to  be  Ld.  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Lincoln. — The  Rt.  Rev. 
Charles,  Bifhop  of  Cloyne,  to  the 
Archbifhopric  of  Cafhell  in  Ire¬ 
land. —  Right  Hon.  John  Lord 
Vifcount  Mountftuart,  fworn  of  his 
Majefty’s  moft  honourable  Privy 
council ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ap¬ 
pointed  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the 
Court  of  Turin. — James  Douglas, 
Efq;  appointed  his  Majefty’s  Con- 
ful  General  at  Naples. 

Sept.  Wm.  Arnald,  B.  D.  Ca¬ 
non  of  Windfor. 

W.  Baftard,  Efq;  of  Kitley,  De¬ 
von,  a  Baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

Robert  Maxwell,  Efq;  appoint- 
ed  (by  patent  under  the  great  feal) 
Governor  of  the  Bahama  Iflands. 

Prince  Wm.  Henry  appointed 
Poll:  Captain  in  the  navy. 

Cha,  Covvper,  D.D.  a  preben¬ 
dary  of  Durham. 

Ott.  Francis  BafFet,  Efq;  to  the 
honour  of  a  Baronet  of  this  king¬ 
dom. — Clement  Cottrell  Dormer, 
Efq;  to  the  honour  of  Knighthood, 
and  Mailer  of  the  Ceremonies. — 
Dr.  Wynne,  Chancellor  of  Lon¬ 
don,  <vice  Dr.  Bettefworth,  dec. — 
Capt  John  Laforey,  Commiffioner 
of  the  Navy  at  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Leeward  Iflands.  —  Hon.  Gen. 
Vaughan,  Governor  of  Fort  Wil¬ 
liam  in  Scotland,  ‘vice  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  religned. — Hon.  Wm.  Har- 
court.  Col.  of  the  1 6th  light  dra¬ 
goons,  <vice  Gen.  Burgoyne,  re- 
figned. — James  Hare,  Efq;  Mini- 
Iter  Plenipotentiary  at  Warfaw. 

Dr.  Wm.  Newcome,  Bifhop  of 
Waterford,  and  Lifmore  in  Ire¬ 
land. 

Dr.  John  Hotham,  Bifhop  of 
OfTory. 

George  Farmer,  Efq;  (eldeft 
fon  of  the  late  George  Farmer, 


Commander  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
the  Quebec)  the  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ronet  of  this  kingdom. 

Right  Hon.  David  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  ‘vice 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  deceafed. 

No'V.  The  Earl  of  Carlifle,  firft 
Lord  Commiffioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations. 

Earl  Bathurfl,  Prefident  of  the 
Council,  ‘vice  Earl  Gower,  re- 
figned. 

Earl  of  Hilfborough,  one  of  his 
Majelty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  < vice  Lord  Vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth,  refigned. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Spen¬ 
cer,  to  be  Treafurer  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Chamber. 

Dec.  Fred.  North,  one  of  the 
Chamberlains  of  his  Majefty’s  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

R.ight  Hon.  Lord  Onflow,  to  be 
Treafurer  of  his  Majefty’s  Houfe- 
hold. 

Sir  Richard  Worfley,  Bt.  Comp¬ 
troller  of  his  Majefty’s  Houfehold. 


D  E  A  T  H  S,  1779. 

Jan.  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  Dowager  of  Buchan. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
of  Litchfield,  aged  60. 

Geo.  Macartney,  Efq;  at  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  father  of  Ld.  Macartney. 

The  Right  Hon.  Brinfley  But-  , 
ler,  Earl  of  Lanefborough,  Vifc. 
and  Baron  Newtown,  Governor  of 
the  county  of  Cavan,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  moft  Hon.  Privy- 
Council  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land. 

Feb.  Sir  Everard  Buckworth, 
Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Edm.  Butler. 

[3JJ  3  Vifcount 
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Vifcount  Mountgarret,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Countefs 
Cornwallis. 

At  the  Hague,  the  Hon.  Char. 
Bentinck,  3d  fon  of  the  firft  Earl 
of  Portland. 

Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart. 

The  relid  of  Sir  G.  Qxendon, 
Bart. 

March.  Sir  John  Mord aunt  Cope, 
Bart. 

At  Valleyfield  in  Scotland,  Sir 
George  Prefton,  Bart. 

At  Bath,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk- 
fhire,  Vifcount  Andover,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  the  Northern  de¬ 
partment,  a  Governor  of  the  Char- 
terhoufe,  and  Knight  of  the  Gar¬ 
ter.  His  Lordfhip  fucceeded  his 
grandfather,  Henry,  the  late  Earl, 
on  the  21ft  of  March,  1757,  and 
married  Maria  Conftantia,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Robert  Vifc.  Hamp¬ 
den,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1764, 
by  whom  he  had  a  daughter,  who 
died  the  21ft  of  July,  1775  ;  the 
Countefs  died  the  7th  of  Feb.  1 767. 
His  Lordlhip  married  to  his  fe- 
cond  wife,  the  filler  of  the  Earl  of 
Aylesford,  whom  he  left  enceinte , 
and  who  was  afterwards  delivered 
of  a  fon,  who  only  lived  three  days. 
His  Lordfhip  fell  a  martyr  to  the 
gout  (which  he  feems  to  have  had 
hereditary)  at  the  very  early  age 
of  39. 

Mil's  Mary  Boyd,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Boyd,  Bart. 

April .  The  Right  Lion.  Wil- 
Tiam  Stanhope,  Earl  of  Harring¬ 
ton,  Vifcount  Peterfham,  a  Ge¬ 
neral  of  his  Majefty’s  forces.  Co¬ 
lonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of  -horfe 
grenadier  guards,  and  Comptroller 
of  the  Cuiloms  in  the  port  of  Dub¬ 
lin. 


Richard  Oakes,  Efq;  Under¬ 
secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern, 
department. 

The  Lady  of  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Hinchinbroke,  Vice -chamberlain 
of  his  Majefty’s  Houfehold. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  King. 

Lady  Dowager  Vifcountefs  Mon¬ 
tague,  aged  80,  relid  of  An¬ 
thony,  late  Lord  Vifcount  Monta¬ 
gue,  and  mother  of  the  prefent 
Lord  Vifcount  Montague. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Auguffa  Anne 
Kearney,  half  lifter  to  the  Duke 
of  Chandos. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Green, 
Lord  Bilhop  of  Lincoln. 

Right  Hon.  the  Countefs  of 
Dundonald. 

At  Hill  Court,  Gloucefterlhire, 
aged  54*  Sir  John  Full,  Bart,  the 
laft  of  the  male  line  of  that  an¬ 
cient  Saxon  family.  He  was  li¬ 
neally  defcended  from  John  F uft,  the 
celebrated  artift  from  whom  the  city 
of  Mentz  contends  with  Harlem, 
for  the  honour  of  having  invented 
the  art  of  printing. 

In  Scotland,  the  Right  Hon. 
Amelia  Murray,  Lady  Sinclair, 
lifter  to  the  late  Duke  of  Athol. 

The  only  daughter  of  Lord  Al¬ 
gernon  Percy, 

William  Parry,  Efq;  Admiral 
of  the  Blue. 

At  Paris,  John  Earl  of  Tra- 
quaire,  aged  81. 

The  relid  of  Sir  Robert  Maude. 

Sir  Robert  Lawrie,  Bart,  of 
Maxweltoa. 

May.  The  relict  of  Sir  Wm. 

York. 

Hon.  Henry  Finch,  Efq;  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

Mifs  Alicia  Knatchbull,  youngeft 
daughter  of  Sir  Ed.  Knatchbull, 
Bart. 

Sir  John  Chetwode,  Bart. 

Hon. 


CHRONICLE. 


Hon.  Mrs.  Cowper,  daughter  of 
Ld.  Vifcount  Townfhend,  reliCt  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Durham. 

The  Right  Hon.  Dowager  Lady 
Sandys. 

The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Michael 
Cox,  Archbifhop  of  Cafhel,  in  his 
88th  year.  He  was  confecrated 
Bifhop  of  Offory  in  I743  ;,tran- 
ilated  to  Cafhel  1754. 

At  his  houfe  at  Knightlbridge, 
in  the  83d  year  of  his  age,  his 
Grace  John  Duke  of  Rutland, 
Marquis  of  Granby,  Earl  of  Rut¬ 
land,  Baron  Roos  of  Hamlake, 
Trulbut,  andBelvoir,  Baron  Man¬ 
ners  of  Haddon,  Knight  of  the 
Garter,  and  one  of  his  Majelly’s 
Privy  Council.  His  grace  mar¬ 
ried  Bridget,  only  daughter  and 
heirefs  to  Robert  Sutton,  Lord 
Lexington ;  by  whom  he  had  the 
following  ilfue,  viz.  1.  John  Mar¬ 
quis  cf  G.ranby,  who  died  in  his 
father's  life-time.  2.  Lord  Robert 
Sutton,  who  died  fome  years  before 
his  faid  elder  brother.  And  3.  Lord 
Geo.  Sutton,  now  living.  Hisgrace 
was  defcended  in  a  direct  line  from 
the  family  De  Albini,  Lords  of 
Belvoir  ;  which  ancient  flock  hath 
(in  its  progreffive  courfe)  by  its 
feveral  intermarriages,  united  it- 
felf  with  the  families  of  Seymour, 
Ruflell,  Noel,  Mountague,  Roos, 
and  Plantagenet.  His  grace’s 
honours  and  eflates  defcend  to  his 
grandfon  Charles  Marquis  of  Gran¬ 
by,  now  Duke  of  PvUtland,  who  is 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  illuftrious 
Marquis,  by  the  Lady  Frances 
Seymour,  daughter  of  Charles 
Duke  of  Somerfet. 

June .  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Warburton,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Glou- 
celler. 

Sir  Francis  Bernard,  Bart,  late 
Governor  of  Malfachufet’s  Bay. 
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Sir  John  Shaw,  Bart. 

Relidl  of  Sir  Thomas  Mannock, 
Bart. 

Sir  William  Wolfeley,  Bart. 

The  youngeft  fon  of  Ld.  North. 

July.  Rt.  Hon.  Countefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Macclesfield. 

Lion.  Thomas  King,  brother  to 
Lord  King. 

The  Lady  of  Col.  Ackland. 

In  Dublin,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lady 
Dowager  Dillon. 

Sir  Alexander  Parry,  Bart. 

In  the  23d  year  of  his  age,  Rob. 
Bertie,  Duke  of  Ancaller  and 
Kefteven,  Marquis  of  Lindfey,  Lord 
Great  Chamberlain  of  England  by 
inheritance.  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cuflos  Rotulorum  of  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  and  one  of  his  Majeily’s 
moft  honourable  Privy  Council. 
The  mcfl  amiable  and  engaging 
manners  dillinguifhed  his  private 
life,  and  the  expectation  and  hopes 
of  his  country  were  raifed  high  from 
the  experiment  which  the  very 
fhort  period  of  his  public  conduct 
had  given.  His  grace  fucceeded 
Peregrine  his  father  in  Augull  laft, 
and  dying  unmarried,  the  tide 
goes  to  Lord  Brownlow  Bertie  his 
uncle.  The  ancient  Barony  of 
Willoughby  of  Erefby,  a  Barony 
in  fee,  defcends  to  the  heirs  fe¬ 
male,  and  as  fuch  is  in  abeyance 
between  his  two  fillers,  coheireifes. 
And  the  office  of  Lord  Great 
Chamberlain  of  England,  which 
devolved  to  the  fir  ft  Earl  of  Lind¬ 
fey,  as  fon  and  heir  to  his  mother, 
the  foie  heir  female  of  the  great 
family  of  the  Veres,  Earls  of 
Oxford,  defcends  to  his  .grace’s 
eld  ell  filler.  Lady  Elizabeth  Bur¬ 
rell. 

Augujl.  Hon.  Mrs.  Cavendilh. 

Right  Hon.  George  Rice,  mem¬ 
ber  for  Caermarthen,  Lieut,  and 
4  Cullos 
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Cuftos  Rotulorum  and  Col.  of  mi¬ 
litia  of  the  faid  county,  Treafurer 
of  his  Majefly’s  Chamber,  and  fon- 
in-law  to  Earl  Talbot. 

Charles  Mordaunt,  Earl  of  Pe¬ 
terborough  and  Monmouth,  Vifc. 
Mordaunt  of  Avalon,  Baron  Mor- 
daunt  of  Furvey,  and  Baron  Mor¬ 
daunt  of  Ryegate.  He  fucceeded 
Charles  his  grandfather  (the  cele¬ 
brated  heroin  Queen  Anne’s  reign) 
in  1735.  His  LorcHhip  was  twice 
married  ;  by  his  fird  Lady  he  had 
two  daughters  ;  by  his  fecond, 
Charles-Henry  the  prefent  Earl, 
born  May  16,  1758. 

The  new  born  fon  and  heir  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
third  day  after  his  birth,  Duke- 
fireet,  Weftminfter  ;  he  is  ■  fuc¬ 
ceeded  by  his  uncle  the  Hon.  Tho, 
Howard. 

Right  Hon.  Ann,  Countefs  of 
Arran. 

William  Henry  Dawfon,  Lord 
Vifcount  Carlow,  and  Baron  Daw- 
fon  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
aged  67,  He  was  created  Baron 
April  30,  1770,  and  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  Vifcount  June  28, 
1776.  He  married  Mary,  filler 
to  the  prefent  Lord  Milton  ;  and 
is  fucceeded  by  John  his  eldeft  fon 
(born  Augufl  23,  1744),  member 
for  Queen’s  County. 

Sept .  Margaret  Countefs  Dow. 
of  Moray,  daughter  of  David  Earl 
ofWeymis,  and  mother  to  Francis 
the  prefent  Earl  of  Moray. 

Maria  Catharina  Marchionefs  of 
Blandford,  aged  9 6?  This  Lady 
(the  daughter  of  Peter  de  Yong, 
a  Burgo-mafter  of  the  Province  of 
Utrecht,  and  filler  to  Jfabella 
Countefs  of  Denbigh)  was  married 
April  25,  1729,  to  William  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Blandford,  and  became  a 
©pwagerAug.  24,  1731. 

5 


Sir  Whiftler  WebUer,  Bart. 

The  Rev.  Sir  John  Mofeley,  Bt« 

Sir  Cecil  Bilhop,  Bart. 

The  Right  Rev.  Richard  Che- 
nevix.  Lord  Bifhop  of  Waterford, 

Capt.  David  Roach,  lineally  de¬ 
fended  from  the  ancient  Vifcounts 
Fermoy,  of  Ireland,  which  title 
he  lately  claimed  in  confequence 
of  difcovering  feveral  errors  in  the 
outlawry  laid  to  his  ancellor  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firft.  and  hav¬ 
ing  proved  his  defcent,  had  it  re- 
verfed,  and  was  to  take  his  feat 
the  enfuing  Irifh  Selfion  of  Parlia¬ 
ment. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Gren¬ 
ville  Temple,  Vifcount  Cobham, 
Earl  Temple.  His  Lordfhip  was 
thrown  from  his  phaeton,  and  un¬ 
happily  fradlured  his  Ikull  by  the 
fall.  His  Lordlhip  was  Earl  Tem¬ 
ple  by  creation,  Vifcount  Cobham 
by  defcent.  Lord  Lieut,  and  Cullos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  a  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  Privy  Counfellor.  He  is  fuc¬ 
ceeded  in  title  and  eftate  by  his 
nephew  George  Nugent  Grenville, 
one  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exche¬ 
quer. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Gervas  Clifton, 
Bart,  of  a  putrid  fever,  caught  by 
conilantly  attending  two  of  her  Tons 
in  that  diforder;  the  fecond  of 
whom  (Gervas  Clifton,  Efq;)  died 
Auguft  9. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Lincoln,  aged  one  year  and  ten 
months,  grandfon  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Hertford.  The  title  devolves  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Thomas  Pel¬ 
ham  Clinton,  member  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  city  of  Weftminller, 

Oa.  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bart. 

Hon.  Lieut.  Napier,  youngeft 
fon  of  the  late  Lord  Napier. 
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Right  Hon.  Robert  Maxwell 
Earl  of  Farnham. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Willoughby 
of  Parham,  aged  about  30.  The 
title  is  now  extindt. 

Sir  William  Gardiner,  Bart. 

The  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Fowke. 

Mifs  Mary  Ridley,  filler  to  Sir 
M.  W., Ridley,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Head,  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Lawley,  Bart. 

AW.  Right  Hon.  Anne,  Coun¬ 
ter's  of  Northelk. 

Sir  James  Dalhwood,  Bart. 

Sir  Simeon  Stewart,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Tho.  Lord  Lyttel¬ 
ton,  Baron  of  Frankley  ;  a  Privy 
Councellor;  Chief  juftice  in  Eyre 
of  his  Majefty’s  forells  North  of 
Trent ;  High  Steward  of  Bewdley, 
in  Worcelterlhire,  See,  His  Lord- 
fhip  was  born  January  30,  1744, 
and  fucceeded  his  father,  George 
Lord  Lyttelton,  Aug.  22,  1773. 
He  took  his  feat  in  Parliament  the 
fucceeding  feffion,  and  has  been 
dilling uilhed  as  a  very  eloquent 
fpeaker.  He  married  June  26, 
1772,  Apphia,  daughter  of  Broome 
Witts,  Efq;  of  Chipping-Norton, 
in  Oxfordshire,  and  widow  of  Jo- 
feph  Peach,  Efq;  late  Governor 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  Eaft  Indies ; 
but  dying  without  ifiue,  the  title 
is  extindl.  The  prefent  reprefent- 
ative  of  the  family  of  Lyttelton, 
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is  the  Right  Hon.  William  Henry 
Lyttelton  fixth  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lyttelton,  Bart,  deceafed,  and 
uncle  to  the  late  Thomas  Lord 
Lyttelton,  created  a  peer  of  Ire¬ 
land,  July  21,  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Weftcote,  of  Balamore,  in  the 
county  of  Longford. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hamilton, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Home,  Bart, 
and  mother  of  the  Countefies  Mor¬ 
ton  and  Selkirk,  &c. 

Right  Hon.  William  Sinclair, 
Earl  of  Caithnefs,  and  Lord  Be« 
riendale.  He  is  fucceeded  in  Ba¬ 
rony  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon. 
John  Lord  Beriendale,  Major  in 
the  76th  regiment,  now  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

Dec.  Sir  Thomas  Samwell,  Bt. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Cathe¬ 
rine  Neel,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Seaforth, 

Hon.  Byfie  Molefworth,  young- 
eft  fon  of  Robert  Lord  Vifcount 
Molefworth. 

The  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Gor¬ 
don. 

Sir  Robert  Pringle,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Auguftus  John  Har¬ 
vey,  Earl  of  Briftol,  Lord  Har¬ 
vey,  and  a  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
Blue.  Dying  without  iffue,  the 
title  devolves  to  his  brother  the  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Derry  in  Ireland. 


PRICES 


PRICES  of  STOCKS,  for  the  Year  1779. 

N.  B.  The  high  eft  and  low  eft  Prices  which  each  Stock  bore  during  the  courfe  of  any  Month ,  is  put  down  oppoftte  to  that  Month . 
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APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE. 


Ahfradl  of  the  late  Adi  for  altering 
the  Duty  on  Houfes  aud  Servants. 

TH  E  preamble  recites,  that 
the  duties  granted  laft  feffion 
of  Parliament  on  inhabited  houfes, 
not  bearing  a  proper  proportion  to 
each  other,  and  the  payment  be¬ 
ing  greatly  evaded,  the  duties  paid 
by  that  aft  are  therefore  repealed. 

The  duties  now  impofed,  in  lieu 
of  the  former,  took  place  on  the- 
5th  of  July,  and  are  as  under  : 

On  all  dwelling-houfes,  with 
the  offices,  courts,  yards,  and  gar¬ 
dens,  worth  of  yearly  rent  from 
5I.  to  20I.  fix-pence  in  the  pound. 

From  20I.  to4ol.  nine-pence  in 
the  pound. 

From  40I.  a  year  upwards,  one 
Shilling  in  the  pound. 

Gardens,  not  exceeding  one  acre 
of  land,  are  within  the  limits  of 
taxation  with  the  houfe. 

All  (hops  and  warehoufes  attach¬ 
ed  to,  or  communicating  with 
dwelling-houfes,  are  to  be  charged 
with  the  refpeftive  houfes  ;  ex¬ 
cepting  warehoufes  and  buildings 
adjoining  to  wharfs,  occupied  by 
perfons  carrying  on  the  bufinefs 
of  wharfingers,  vvhofe  dwelling- 
houfes  only  are  to  be  charged. 

No  warehoufes,  being  diftinft 
buildings,  and  not  parcels  of 
dwelling-houfes,  though  they  may 
have  internal  communications  with 
them,  are  chargeable. 


Houfes,  in  which  there  is  only  a 
fervant,  or  other  perfon  refiding 
to  take  care  of  them,  are  notcon- 
fidered  as  inhabited. 

Where  houfes  lett  in  different 
apartments,  the  landlord  is  charge¬ 
able  as  the  occupier. 

Halls  and  offices  belonging  to 
perfons  or  bodies  corporate,  and 
chargeable  with  other  taxes  or  pa- 
rifh  rates,  are  fubjeft  to  thefe  du¬ 
ties-. 

With  regard  to  fervants,  no  af- 
feffimentis  to  be  impeached  for  any 
miftake  in  the  names  of  fervants, 
provided  the  perfons  intended  are 
fervants  to  the  perfons  affieffed. 

Perfons,  who  have  different 
places  of  refidence,  are  to  declare 
under  their  hands,  when  called 
upon,  the  number  of  fervants  they 
mean  to  pay  for  at  their  refpeftive 
habitations  ;  which  lifts  are  to  be 
tranfmitted. 

Perfons  making  falfe  returns  of 
their  fervants  are  fubjeft  to  a  pe¬ 
nalty  of  40I. 


Abfradi  of  an  Adi  for  extending  the 
Provifens  of  the  'Twelfth  of 
George  the  Firfl ,  intitled  An  Adi 
to  prevent  frivolous  and  vexatious 
Arrefts . 

IT  recites  an  aft  of  the  12th  of 
George  the  Firft,  for  prevent¬ 
ing  frivolous  and  vexatious  arrefts, 

and 
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and  fets  forth,  that  by  the  faid  ad 
no  perfon  fhall  be  held  to  fpecial 
bail  upon  any  procefs  iffued  out  of 
any  fuperior  court,  where  the 
caufe  of  adion  {hall  not  amount 
to  the  fum  of  ten  pounds,  or  up¬ 
wards  ;  nor  cut  of  any  inferior 
court,  where  the  caufe  of  adion 
fhall  not  amount  to  the  fum  of 
forty  (hillings,  or  upwards. 

It  further  recites,  that  the  power 
of  arreft  and  imprifonment  on 
mefne  procefs,  ilFuing  out  of  fuch 
inferior  court,  where  the  caufe 
of  adion  does  not  amount  to  ten 
pounds,  is  found  by  experience  to 
be  attended  with  much  oppreffion 
to  great  numbers  of  his  Majeily’s 
fubjeds ;  for  remedy  whereof,  it 
enads,  that  from  the  palling  of 
this  ad,  no  perfon  fhall  be  arreiled 
or  held  to  fpecial  bail,  upon  any 
procefs  ilFuing  out  of  any  inferior 
court,  where  the  caufe  of  adion 
lhall  not  amount  to  ten  pounds,  or 
upwards ;  but  the  like  copies  of 
procefs  (hall  be  ferved,  and  the 
like  proceedings  had  thereupon  in 
fuch  inferior  court,  as  are  direded 
to  be  had,  by  the  faid  recited  ad, 
in  fuch  inferior  court,  in  all  cafes 
where  the  caufe  of  adion  fhall  not 
amount  to  the  fum  of  forty  (hil¬ 
lings. 

It  further  enads,  that  in  all  in¬ 
ferior  courts  (having  jurifdidion 
to  the  amount  of  ten  pounds  or  up¬ 
wards)  the  like  affidavit  (hall  be 
made  and  filed  of  fuch  caufe  of 
adion,  and  the  like  proceedings 
(hall  be  had  thereupon,  as  are  di¬ 
reded  by  the  faid  recited  ad, 
where  the  caufe  of  adion  amounts 
to  the  fum  of  forty  drillings,  or  up¬ 
wards. 

It  then  recites,  that  fo  much  of 
the  feveral  ads  paffed  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  debts  within  certain  dif- 


trids  and  jurifdidions  as  autho- 
rife  the  arreil  and  imprifonment 
of  defendants,  where  the  caufe  of 
adion  amounts  to  lefs  than  ten 
pounds,  be  repealed. 

That,  in  cafe  of  final  judgment 
obtained  in  any  inferior  court,  the 
certificate  of  the  Judge  of  fuch  in¬ 
ferior  court  to  the  fuperior  court 
at  Weftminfter  (hall  enable  fuch 
fuperior  courts  to  iffiue  writs  of 
execution  to  take  the  perfon  and 
efFeds  of  the  defendant  out  of  the 
jurifdidion  of  fuch  inferior  court. 

It  alfo  enads,  that  on  a  judge¬ 
ment  in  an  inferior  court,  where 
the  damages  are  under  ten  pounds, 
before  any  execution  (hall  be  flay¬ 
ed  by  writ  of  error,  the  defendant 
(hall  give  fecurity  to  profecute  his 
writ  of  error  with  efFed. 

And  then  enads,  that  no  caufe 
(hall  be  removed  by  Habeas  Cor¬ 
pus,  unlefs  the  defendant  lhall  en¬ 
ter  into  recognizance  for  payment 
of  the  debt  and  colls. 


AbjlraEl  of  the  late  Aft  poffed  to  pre¬ 
vent  Smuggling. 

FTER  the  firlb  of  Augull, 
a  penalty  of  300I.  is  laid  on 
any  mailer  of  a  ffiip  coming  from 
abroad,  having  more  than  loolb. 
of  tea  on  board,  (not  being  an 
Eall- India  (hip)  or  more  than 
100  gallons  of  foreign  fpirits  in 
calks  under  60  gallons  (belides 
two  gallons  for  each  feaman  on 
board.) 

Foreign  fpirits  imported  from 
any  part  of  Europe,  in  a  velFel 
containing  lefs  than  60  gallons, 
are  forfeited,  with  the  (hip,  furni¬ 
ture,  Sc  c. 

When  any  tea,  coffee,  or  goods 
liable  to  forfeiture^  is  found  on 

board 
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board  any  (hip  coming  from  fo¬ 
reign  parts,  at  anchor,  or  hovering 
within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
the  fhip,  if  not  above  200  tons,  is 
forfeited,  with  her  furniture,  &c. 

Every  perfon  who  fhall  fell  cof¬ 
fee,  tea,  cocoa-nuts,  or  make  or 
fell  chocolate,  muit  paint  over  his 
door,  *  dealer  in  coffee,  &c.5  on 
penalty  of  200I. 

Every  importer  or  dealer  in  fo¬ 
reign  fpirits,  mull:  paint  over  his 
door,  ‘  importer  of  or  dealer  in 
foreign  fpirits,5  on  penalty  of  50I. 

Every  dealer  in  tea,  foreign 
fpirits,  &c.  who  fhall  buy  any  of 
the  faid  goods  of  any  perfon  that 
has  not  the  words  aforefaid  over 
his  door,  is  liable  to  an  additional 
penalty  of  iool. 

Every  perfon,  not  a  dealer,  who 
fhall  buy  any  tea,  fpirits.  See.  of 
any  perfon  that  has  not  the  words 
aforefaid  over  his  door,  will  forfeit 
iol.  ‘ 

All  foreign  thread-lace  import¬ 
ed  after  the  firft  of  Auguft  to  be 
marked  at  each  end  at  the  Cuftom 
Houfe ;  and  perfons  poffeffed  of 
foreign  lace  may  have  it  marked 
at  the  neareft  Cuftom  Houfe,  mak¬ 
ing  oath  that  the  duties  were  paid. 

All  foreign  thread-lace  found  in 
this  kingdom  after  the  firft  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  next,  not  marked,  will  be 
forfeited.  And  any  perfon  coun¬ 
terfeiting  the  mark,  or  that  fhall 

fell  or  have  in  his  cuftodv  lace 

✓ 

with  a  counterfeit  mark,  will  for- 
f  it  iool.  and  be  adjudged  to 
{land  in  the  pillory  two  hours  ; 
and  their  aiders,  abetters,  and  af- 
fiftants,  will  be  liable  to  the  fame 
fine  and  punifhment. 

AbfraSi  of  an  Aft  for  laying  a 

Duty  on  PoJl-IIorfes ,  &c,  which 


commenced  on  Tuefday  the  6th  of 
July. 

ON  and  after  the  6rh  day  of 
July,  every  perfon  going  poll 
is  to  pay'the  duty  of  a  penny  per 
mile  for  each  horfe  fo  hired  to  the 
inn-keeper,  poft-mafter,  or  other 
perfon  letting  fuch  horfes,  who  at 
the  fame  time  is  to  deliver  to  him 
a  Stamp-office  ticket,  expreffing 
the  number  of  horfes  and  miles  he 
has  paid  for,  and  the  day  of  the 
month  :  this  ticket  is  to  be  left  at 
the  firft  turnpike  the  traveller 
comes  to,  othervvife  the  turnpike- 
man  muft  not  let  him  pafs  till  he 
has  paid  him  eighteen-pence  for 
each  horfe  for  fuch  his  negledt, 
which  money  the  turnpike-man 
may  keep  for  his  own  ufe. 

Every  perfon  who  hires  horfes 
by  the  day,  or  for  lefs  than  a  day, 
is  to  pay  the  duty  of  one  penny 
per  mile  for  each  horfe  to  the  inn¬ 
keepers,  poft-m afters,  or  other  per¬ 
fon  who  lets  the  fame,  before  they 
are  ufed,  provided  the  diftance  he 
is  going  is  declared  at  the  time  of 
hiring  ;  but  if  the  diftance  is  not 
declared,  then  he  is  to  pay  one 
fhilling  for  each  horfe  he  hires, 
and  is  to  receive  likewife  a  Stamp- 
office  ticket,  expreffing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  horfes,  and  having  the 
words  f  for  a  day  5  printed  there¬ 
on,  and  is  likewife  to  declare 
whether  he  intends  to  return  the 
fame  day  ;  in  which  cafe  the  inn¬ 
keeper,  &c.  is  to  write  upon  the 
ticket  ‘  to  return  ;5  and  if  he  ac¬ 
tually  does  return  before  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  then  fuch  mo¬ 
ney  is  to  be  returned  to  him  by 
the  inn-keeper,  poft-mafter,  or 
other  perfon,  who  received  the 
fame. 


Mem* 
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Mem.- — This  ticket  for  a  day  is 
to  be  fhewn  at  the  feveral  turn- 
pikes>  but  is  not  to  be  left  at 
any. 


Ah  fir  ad  of  an  Ail  for  recruiting  his 
Majeftfs  Land  and  Sea  Forces. 

JUSTICES  of  peace,  Commlf- 
fi oners  of  the  land-tax,  and 
Magiftrates  of  corporations,  in  the 
commiffion  of  the  peace,  are  im- 
powered,  within  their  feveral  ju- 
rifdiftions,  to  imprefs  all  able- 
bodied,  idle,  and  diforderly  per¬ 
fons,  who  cannot,  upon  examina¬ 
tion,  prove  themfelves  to  exercife 
Pome  lawful  trade  or  employment, 
for  their  fupport :  and  are  to  order 
a  general  fearch  for  all  perfons 
under  this  defcription.  Perfons 
convifted  of  running  goods  or 
fmuggling,  in  a  penalty  not  ex- 
seeding  40I.  may  be  raifcd  and 
levied  in  like  manner,  in  lieu  of 
the  punilhment  to  which  they  are 
otherwife  liable :  as  are  perfons 
convifted  of  running  away  and 
leaving  families  chargeable  on 
their  parifhes.  Bailiffs- followers 
are  left  open  to  the  powers  confer¬ 
red  by  this  aft,  being  exprefsly 
declared  not  to  exercife  an  em¬ 
ployment  within  the  meaning  of 
it.  The  men,  thus  enlifted,  are 
to  be  free  from  bodily  infirmities ; 
between  the  ages  of  fixteen  ,and 
fifty  ;  if  under  the  age  of  eighteen, 
they  mull  be  five  feet  three  inches 
high  ;  and,  if  above  that  age, 
five  feet  four  inches  high,  without 
fhoes. 

No  perfon,  intitled  to  vote  at 
an  election  for  a  Member  of  Par¬ 
liament,  is  liable  to  be  impreffed 
either  as  a  foldier  or  a  feaman. 


G  I  STER,  1 

The  inhabitants  of  every 
and  town  (hip  are  to  afliffc 
execution  of  this  aft ;  and  a  re-' 
ward  of  ten  fhillings  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  difcovery  of  any  proper 
perfon,  fo  that  he  be  enlifted. 
Perfons  obftrufting  the  powers  of 
the  aft  are  fubjeft  to  a  penalty  of 
iol. 


Perfons  impreffed  under  this  aft 
are  intitled  to  their  difcharge  on 
demand  after  five  years  fervice, 
provided  the  nation  be  not  then 
engaged  in  war  ;  in  which  cafe 
they  muft  ferve  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war. 


Perfons  who  enter  voluntarily 
into  his  Majefty’s  fervice  are  to 
receive  three  guineas  bounty  mo¬ 
ney,  to  enter  into  immediate  pay, 
are  to  be  difcharged  at  the  end  of 
three  years,  or  of  the  war  then  in 
being,  on  demand  ;  are  exempted 
afterwards  from  ftatute  duty,  pa¬ 
ri  ill  offices,  and  the  militia  fer¬ 
vice,  and  may  fet  up  and  exercife 
any  trade,  agreeable  to  the  ftatute 
3  Geo.  III.  c.  8. 

To  prevent  the  inconvenience 
of  impreffing  men  during  the  time 
of  harveft,  labourers  working  at 
hay  or  corn  harveft,  who  procure 
certificates  from  the  parifh  where 
they  live,  which  are  to  be  furnifh- 
ed  gratis,  are  thereby  protected 
from  May  25  to  Oftober  25. 

This  aft  is  to  remain  in  force 
until  May  1,  1780;  and  repeals 
the  aft  18  Geo.  III.  cap.  53,  paf- 
fed  laft  year. 


Proccedmgs  at  the  f  rial  of  Admiral 
Keppel. 

ON  the  7th  of  January  the  fig- 
nal  was  made  for  all  the  ad¬ 
mirals 
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miral  and  captains  of  his  Majedy’s 
fleet  to  come  on  beard  the  Britan¬ 
nia  in  Portfmouth  harbour.  When 
they  were  affembled,  the  names 
of  the  admirals  and  captains  on 
board,  according  to  their  rank 
and  feniority,  were  called  over  by 
George  Jackfon,  Efq;  the  judge 
Advocate,  till  a  fufficient  number 
anfwered  to  their  names  to  com- 
pofe  the  Court,  thofe  being  palled 
over  who  had  been  fummoned  to 
give  evidence  on  the  trial.  This 
being  objeded  to  by  the  Hon. 
Captain  Walfjngham,  the  Judge 
Advocate  read  the  following  cafe, 
and  the  opinion  of  his  Majedy’s 
Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General 
and  Mr.  Cull  thereon,  to  the 
Court  : 

The  22nd  of  Geo.  II.  chap.  33. 
fell.  11.  enads,  “  That  from  and 
“  after  the  25  th  day  of  Decem- 
(C  ber  1749,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for 
“  the  faid  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
**  Great  Britain,  or  the  Commif- 
<c  doners  for  executing  the  office 
<c  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of 
“  Great  Britain;  or  the  Commif- 
.  “  fioners  for  executing  the  office 
of  Lord  High  Admiral  for  the 
“  time  being,  and  they  are  here- 
“  by  refpedively  authorifed  from 
<f  time  to  time,  as  there  fhall  be 
ie  occafion,  to  dired  any  dag  of- 
“  ficer  or  captain  of  any  of  his 
i(  Majedy’s  fhips  of  war,  who 
“  fhall  be  in  any  port  of  Great 
“  Britain,  or  Ireland,  to  hold 
“  Courts  Martial  in  any  fuch 
tc  port,  provided  fuch  flag  officer 
<c  or  captain  be  the  drd,  fecond, 
ff  or  third  in  command,  in  fuch 
*'  port  as  fhall  be  found  mod  ex- 
“  pedient  and  for  the  good  of  his 
“  Majedy’s  fervice  ;  and  fuch  flag 
“  officer  or  captain,  fo  directed  to 
“  hold  Courts  Martial,  fhall  pre- 
Cf  dde  at  fuch  Court  Martial  ; 


any  thing  herein  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithftanding.” 
Sell.  12th.  “  That  from  and 

“  after  the  25th  of  December, 
“  1749,  no  Court  Martial  to  be 
<f  held  or  appointed  by  virtue  of 
(C  this  prefent  ad  fhall  confift  of 
“  more  than  Thirteen,  or  of  lefs 
tl  than  Five  perfons,  to  he  compof- 

ed  of  fuch  flag  officers,  captains , 
lc  or  commanders  then  and  there  pre- 
“  fent,  as  are  next  in  feniority  to  the 
“  officer  nvho  prefides  at  the  Court 
“  Martial.” 

Notwithdanding  the  words  in 
Italic  in  the  1 2th  fettion,  the  ufage 
at  Courts  Martial  has  been,  for 
officers  who  have  given  evidence 
at  the  trials,  not  to  fit  as  members 
of  the  Courts ;  although  they  were 
fenior  to  others  who  fat,  and  con- 
fequently  would  have  fat  as  mem¬ 
bers  if  they  had  not  been  examin¬ 
ed  as  witneffes. 

The  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  lately  received 
a  complaint  in  writing,  charging 
an  officer  of  rank  in  the  royal  navy 
with  one  of  the  offences  fpecified 
in  the  Articles  of  War,  which  are 
created  and  fet  forth  by  the  above- 
mentioned  ad  of  parliament;  their 
Lordfhips  have  therefore  thought 
fit  to  idue  their  order,  or  warrant 
in  writing,  to  Admiral  Sir  Tho¬ 
mas  Pye  at  Portfmouth,  requiring 
him  forthwith  to  affemble  a  Court 
Martial  for  the  trial  of  the  faid 
officer.  And  it  having  been  fug- 
geded  to  their  Lordfhips  that  feve- 
ral  officers  and  commanders  of  the 
King’s  fhips  at  Portfmouth  (who, 
on  account  of  their  feniority,  mud 
fit  as  members  of  the  faid  Court 
Martial,  if  the  letter  of  the  12 th 
fedlion  in  the  faid  ad:  is  conformed 
to)  will  be  fummoned  as  witneffes, 
either  in  fupport  of  the  charge  or 
in  behalf  of  the  accufed. 

You 


ic 
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You  are  therefore  requelled 
to  advife  their  lordffiips, 
whether  in  cafe  fuch  fenior 
officers  fhould  be  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  at  the 
trial,  they  may  likewife  fit 
as  members  of  the  court 
martial  ? — And  alfo. 
Whether  the  court  can  be  le¬ 
gally  held  without  the  fe¬ 
nior  officers  (who  ffiall  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence)  in  cafe  it  is 
neceffary  for  their  juniors 
to  fit  as  members,  in  order 
to  make  up  the  number  re¬ 
quired  by  the  datute  to  con- 
ifitute  a  court 

sr  The  ufage  of  the  fervice  is 
very  material  upon  this  cafe,  for 
naval  courts  martial  are  evident¬ 
ly  confidered  in  the  flatutes  con¬ 
cerning  them,  as  known  and  eda- 
bliffied  courts,  confequently  in 
matters  not  efpecially  provided  for, 
the  fettled  courfe  of  proceedings 
mull  have  great  weight — That  the 
charafters  of  witnefs  and  judge  are 
not  confident,  is  very  obvious; 
and  though  in  the  common  law  of 
England  there  is  no  challenge  to 
a  judge,  yet  in  the  only  indance 
we  know  where  judges  were  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  in  a  crimi¬ 
nal  cafe,  [Kelyng1 s  Rep .  12.]  it  is 
observed,  that  they  fat  no  more 
during  that  Trial. — By  a  drift 
and  literal  condruftion  of  the  fta- 
tute  of  the  22d  of  Geo.  II.  chap. 
33,  feft.  12.  neither  the  profe- 
cutor,  nor  the  prifoner,  would 
ceafe  to  be  judges.-— But  this  con¬ 
druftion  would  be  abfurd,  and 
the  aft  mud  from  common  fenfe 
admit  as  the  ufage  is,  that  officers 
to  whom  there  is  a  j  Lift  ground  of 
exception,  or  who  have  a  jud 
ground  of  excufe,  ffiall  not  be  in¬ 


cluded  in  the  number  of  thofe  of 
whom  the  court  is  to  be  compofed  ; 
confequently  if  any  officer  entitled 
by  his  rank  to  dt,  is  either  profe- 
cutor,  party,  or  witnefs,  the  per- 
fon  next  in  feniority  mud  fupply 
his  place,  and  the  court  fo  com¬ 
pofed,  will  be  legally  held  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  intent  of  the  aft. 

Al..  Wedderburn. 

Ja.  Wallace. 

F.  C.  C u s t . 5 * 

Then  the  Judge  Advocate  read 
the  order  fent  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
admiral  of  the  white,  to  hold  the 
court  martial,  dated  the  jid  De¬ 
cember,  1778,  figned  Sandwich, 
T.  Buller,  Liffiurne;  and  for  ad¬ 
journing  to  the  Governor  of  Portf- 
mouth’s  houfe. 

The  following  members  were 
then  fworn,  agreeable  to  aft  of 
Parliament, 

Prefident,  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice- 
Admiral  of  the  red, 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-ad¬ 
miral  of  the  red. 

Marriot  Arbuthnot,  Efq;  rear- 
Admiral  of  the  white. 

Robert  Roddam,  Efq;  rear-ad¬ 
miral  of  the  white. 

Captains.  M.  Milbank 
Francis  Samuel  Drake 
Taylor  Penny 
Joan  Mourtray 
William  Bennet 
Adam  Duncan 
Philip  Boteler 
James  Crandon 

Then  the  Judge  Advocate  was 
fworn  not  to  difclofe  or  difcover 
the  opinion  of  any  particular  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  court  martial,  unlefs 
thereunto  required  by  aft  of  Par¬ 
liament. 

The 
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The  court  was  then  adjourned 
to  the  houfe  of  the  Governor  of 
Portfmouth,  when  the  Prefldent 
defired  the  Judge  Advocate  to  read 
the  charge. 

The  judge  Advocate  then  read 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer’s  letter  to  Philip 
Stephens,  Efq;  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  dated  London  the  9th 
of  December,  1778,  defiring  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  to  order  a  court  martial 
to  be  held  for  the  trial  of  the 
Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel,  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  blue,  for  mifcondudt 
and  negledt  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  1778,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  inclofed  paper  con¬ 
taining  the  charges  againft  him. 

The  charge  was  then  read  as 
follows : 

A  Charge  cf  MifconduB  and  Neglect 
of  Duty  againft  the  Honourable 
Admiral  Keppel,  on  the  27 th 
and  28  th  of  July,  1 778,  in  divers 
Infances  undermentioned. 

I.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  under  his 
command,  and  being  then  in  the 
prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of  the 
like  number  of  fhips  of  the  line, 
the  faid  admiral  did  not  make  the 
neceffary  preparations  for  fight,  did 
not  put  his  fleet  into  a  line  of  bat¬ 
tle,  or  into  any  order  proper  ei¬ 
ther  for  receiving  or  attacking  an 
enemy  of  fuch  force  :  but  on  the 
contrary,  although  his  fleet  was 
already  dilperfed  and  in  diforder, 
he,  by  making  the  fignal  for  fe- 
veral  fhips  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue’s  divifion  to  chace  to 
windward,  increafed  the  diforder 
of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and  the 
flips  were  in  confequence  more 
fcattered  than  they  had  been  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  whillt  in  this  diforder, 
Vol.  XX1L 


he  advanced  to  the  enemy  and 
made  the  fignal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  conduct  was  the 
more  unaccountable',  as  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fleet  was  not  then  in  difor¬ 
der,  nor  beaten,  nor  flying,  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britilh  fleet  (all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle),  and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whillt  in  diforder:  by 
this  un-officer-like  conduft,  a  ge¬ 
neral  engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-officers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with¬ 
out  order  or  regularity,  from 
whence  great  confuflon  enfued, 
fomeof  his  fhips  were  prevented  get¬ 
ting  into  adtion  at  all,  others  were 
not  near  enough  to  the  enemy, 
and  fome  from  the  confuflon  fired 
into  others  of  the  King’s  fhips , 
and  did  them  conflderable  damage, 
and  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
was  left  alone  to  engage  flngly 
and  unfupported.  In  thefe  in- 
flances  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel 
negligently  performed  the  duty  im- 
pofed  on  him. 

TI.  That  after  the  van  and  cen¬ 
ter  diviflons  of  the  Britifh  fleet 
palled  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  the 
admiral  did  not  immediately  tack 
and  double  upon  the  enemy  with 
thofe  two  diviflons,  and  continue 
the  battle,  nor  did  he  colledt  them 
together  at  that  time,  and  keep  fo 
near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  renew'  the  battle  as  foon 
as  it  might  be  proper  5  but  on  the 
contrary,  he  flood  away  beyond  the 
enemy  to  a  great  diftance  before 
he  wore  to  hand  towards  them 
again,  leaving  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
and  expofed  to  be  cut  off. 

III.  That  after  the  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  had  palled  the  laft  of 
[R]  the 
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the  enemy’s  fhips,  and  imme¬ 
diately  wore  and  laid  his  own 
fhip’s  head  towards  the  enemy 
again,  being  then  in  their  wake 
and  at  a  little  diftance  only,  and 
expecting  the  admiral  to  advance 
with  all  the  fhips  to  renew  the 
fight,  the  admiral  did  not  advance 
for  that  parpofc,  but  fhortened 
fail,  hauled  down  the  fignal  for 
"battle  ;  nor  did  he  "at  that  time, 
or  at  any  other  time  whilft  {land¬ 
ing-  towards  the  enemy,  call  the 

o  /  a  J 

ihips  together  in  order  to  renew 
the  attack  as  he  might  have  done, 
particularly  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  his  divifion ,  which  had 
received  the  lead  damage,  had 
been  the  longed  out  of  action, 
were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it,  were 
then  to  windward  and  could  have 
bore  down  and  fetched  any  part  of 
the1  French  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for 
battle  had  not  been  hauled  down, 
or  if  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
availed  himfelf  of  the  fignal  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  thirty-fir  ft  article  of 
the  Fighting  Tnftrufition.s,  by  which 
.  he  might  have  ordered  thofe  to 
lead  who  are  to  lead  with  the 
.  flarboaras  tacks  on  board  by  a 
wind,  which  fignal  was  applicable 
to  the  occafion  for  renewing  the 
engagement  with  advantage  after 
the  French  fleet  had  been  beaten, 
their  line  broken,  and  in  difbrder. 
In  thefe  inftances  he  did  not  do 
the  utmoft  in  his  power  to  take, 
fink,  burn,  or  deftroy  the  French 
fleet,  that  had  attacked  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleet. 

IV.  That  in  (lead  of  advancing 
to  renew  the  engagement,  as  in 
the  preceding  articles  is  alledged, 
and  as  he  might  and  ought  to  have 
done,  the  admiral  wore  and  made 
fail  direfilly  from  the  enemy,'  and 
thus  he  led  the  whole  Britifh  fleet 
away  from  them,  which  gave  them 


the  opportunity  to  rally  u  nmol  eft- 

ed,  and  to  form  again  into  a  line 

of  battle,  and  to  Hand  after  the 

Britifh  fleet:  this  was  diforaceful 
•  ^ 
to  the  Britifh  flag,  for  it  had  the 

appearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
the  French  admiral  a  pretence  to 
claim  the  vifilory,  and  to  publifh 
to  the  world  that  the  Britifh  fleet 
ran  away,  and  that  he  purfued  it 
with  the  fleet  of  France,  and  of¬ 
fered  it  battle. 

V.  That  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  of  July,  1778,  when  it  was 
perceived  that  onlv  three  of  the 
French  fleet  remained  near  the 
Britifh,  in  the  fituation  the  whole 
had  been  in  the  night  before,  and 
that  the  reft  were  to  leeward  at  a 
greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line  of 
battle  but  in  a  heap,  the  admiral 
did  not  caufe  the  fleet  to  purfue 
the  flying  enemy,  nor  even  to 
chaee  the  three  fhips  tnat  fled  af¬ 
ter  the  reft  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
he  led  the  Britifh  fleet  another 
way,  dire  fitly  from  the  enemy. 

By  thefe  inftances  of  mifeond ufit 
and  neglefil,  a  glorious  opportunity 
was  loft  of  doing  a  moil  eflential 
fervice  to  the  ftate,  and  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh,  navy  was  tarnifhed. 

When  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  profecutor  (which  lafted  to 
the  30th  of  Jan.)  was  gone  through  ? 
the  admiral  opened  his  defence 
with  the  following  fpeech  : 

’The.  Speech  of  the  Honourable  An- 
guftus  Keppel,  before  the  Court 
Martial ,  in  opening  his  Defence , 
fan.  the  30 th,  1779. 

Mr.  P  ref:  dent  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court , 

I  AM  brought  before  you,  af¬ 
ter  fortv  years  fervice,  on  the 
charge  of  an  officer  under  my  com - 
6  mand. 
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friand,  for  a  variety  of  ofFences, 
which,  if  true  or  probable,  would 
be  greatly  aggravated  by  the  means 
I  have  had,  from  a  long  experience, 
of  knowing  my  duty,  and  by  the 
ftrono-  motives  of  honour,  which 
ought  to  have  incited  me  to  per¬ 
form  it  to  the  very  utmoft  extent 
of  my  ability. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  an  officer  un¬ 
der  my  orders,  conceives  that  I  have 
ailed  very  irregularly  and  very 
culpably  in  the  engagement  with 
the  French  fleet  on  the  27th  of 
July  lad  ;  fo  very  irregularly,  and 
fo  very  faultily,  that  1  have  tar- 
nifhed  the  ludre  of  the  navy  of 
England. 

o  m 

Pc defied  with  this  opinion ,  on  our 
return  to  port  after  the  ailion,  he 
has  a  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  put  into  his  hands,  giv¬ 
ing  me,  in  the  mod  explicit  terms, 
his  Majefty’s  approbation  for  a  con¬ 
duit,  which  he  now  affeils  to 
think,  deferves  the  utmoft  difap- 
probation,  and  the  fevered  cen- 
fure  ;  and  he,  with  the  other  ad¬ 
mirals  and  captains  of  the  fleet,  to 
whom  it  was  likewife  communicat¬ 
ed,  perfectly  acquiefces  in  it. 

With  the  fame  ill  opinion  of 
my  conduit  in  his  bofom,  he 
goes  to  fea  again  under  my 
command  ;  he  goes  to  fea  under 
me,  without  having  given  the 
lead  vent  to  his  thoughts,  either 
by  way  of  advice  to  myfelf,  or  of 
complaint  to  our  common  fupe- 
riors. 

He  afterwards  correfponds  with 
me  on  terms  of  friendfhip  ;  and  in 
this  correfpondence  he  ufes  ex- 
preffions,  which  convey  a  very 
high  opinion  of  my  difintereded- 
nefs,  and  of  my  zeal  for  the  fervice. 

After  all  this  I  come  home  ;  I 
am  received  by  his  Majedy  with 


the  mod  gracious  expreffions  of  fa-i 
vour  and  elleem  ;  and  I  am  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  mod  flattering  man¬ 
ner  by  the  firfl  Lord  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty. 

Severals  weeks  pad,  when  at 
length,  without  giving  me  any  pre¬ 
vious  notice,  the  Board  of  Admi¬ 
ralty  fend  me  five  articles  of 
charge,  on  which  they  declare  their 
intention  of  bringing  me  to  my 
trial  ;  thefe  charges  are  brought  by 
Sir  Hugh  Pal  lifer ;  who  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  publicly  declared, 
that  he  had  taken  this  dep  from 
an  opinion,  that  he  himfelf  lay 
under  an  imputation  of  difobe- 
dience  to  my  orders,  and  that  this 
imputation  was  countenanced  by 
me.  I  may  fay,  without  the  lead: 
hefitation,  that  if  I  fhould  be  cen- 
fured  on  fuch  a  charge  (which  in 
this  court,  ar.d  with  my  caufe,  X 
think  impoffible)  there  is  an  end 
of  all  command  in  the  navy.  If 
every  fubordinate  officer  can  fet 
up  his  judgment  againd  that  of  his 
commander  in  chief;  and  after  fe- 
veral  months  of  infidious  filence, 
can  call  him  to  trial,  whenever  he 
thinks  it  ufeful  for  the  purpofe  of 
clearing  away  imputations  on  him¬ 
felf,  or  in  order  to  get  the  dart  of 
a  regular  charge,  which  he  ap¬ 
prehends  may  poffibly  be  brought 
on  his  own  conduit ;  there  can  be 
no  fervice. 

If  the  charges  of  my  accufer 
could  be  judified  by  his  apprehen- 
fions  for  himfelf,  he  has  taken 
care  to  prove  to  the  court,  that  he 
had  very  good  reafon  for  his  fears ; 
but  if  thefe  charges  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  fupported  upon  any  ra¬ 
tional  ground,  with  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  or  any  fa- 
tisfailory  evidence  with  regard  to 
the  fails,  as  againd  me  ;  he  makes 
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that  figure,  which,  I  truftin  God, 
all  thofe  who  attack  innocence  will 
ever  make. 

In  your  examination  into  that 
judgment,  which  my  officer,  in 
order  to  depreciate  my  fkill  and  to 
criminate  my  condud,  has  thought 
proper  to  fet  up  againft  mine,  you 
have  very  wifely,  and  according  to 
the  evident  neceffity  of  the  cafe, 
called  for  the  obfervations  and  fen- 
timents  of  all  the  officers  who  have 
ferved  in  the  late  engagement  ;  fo 
far  as  they  have  been  brought  be¬ 
fore  you  by  the  profecutor,  I  take 
it  for  granted,  you  will  follow  the 
fame  courfe  with  thofe  that  I  (hall 
produce.  if  this  fhould  not  be 
done,  an  accufer,  (according  to 
the  practice  of  mine)  by  the  ufe  of 
leading.queilions,  by  putting  things 
out  of  their  natural  order,  by  con¬ 
founding  times,  and  by  a  perplex¬ 
ed  interrogatory  concerning  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  manoeuvres  and 
fituations,  might  appear  to  produce 
a  Hate  of  things  diredly  contrary 
to  the  ideas  of  thofe  who  favv  them 
with  their  own  eyes.  I  am  ailo- 
nifhed,  that,  when  an  officer  is 
accufed  by  another  of  crimes, 
which,  if  true,  mull  be  apparent 
to  a  very  ordinary  obfervation  and 
underftanding,  that  any  witnefs 
ffiould,  on  being  alked,  refufe  to 
declare  his  free  fentiments  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  matters  to 
which  he  depofes  have  appeared 
to  him  :  I  never  wilhed,  that  any 
gentleman  fhould  withhold  that 
part  of  his  evidence  from  tender- 
nefs  to  me  ;  what  motives  the  ac¬ 
cufer  had  for  objecting  to  it,  he 
knows. 

The  plaineft  and  fulled  fpeaking 
is  bell  for  a  good  caufe.  The  ma- 
nifeft  view  and  intention  that 


things  are  done  with,  conllitute 
their  crime  or  merit.  The  inten¬ 
tions  are  infeparably  conneded 
with  the  ads ;  and  a  detail  of  mi¬ 
litary  or  naval  operations,  wholly 
feparated  from  their  defign,  will 
be  nonfenfe.  The  charge  is  read 
to  a  witnefs,  as  I  apprehend,  that 
he  may  difcern  how  the  fads  he 
has  feen,  agree  with  the  crimes 
he  hears  charged.  Otherwife  I 
cannot  conceive  why  a  witnefs  is. 
troubled  with  that  reading.  The 
court  can  hardly  enter  fully  into 
the  matter  without  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  world  out  of  our 
profeffion  cannot  enter  into  it  at 
all.  Thefe  queiiionslam  informed 
are  properly  queilions  of  fad  ;  and 
I  believe  it;  they  are  perfedly  con¬ 
formable  to  the  pradice  of  court 
martials ;  but  if  they  were  quef- 
tions  to  mere  opinion,  yet  the 
court,  not  the  witnefs,  is  anfwer- 
able  for  the  propriety  of  then). 
Mailers  have  been  called  here  by 
the  profecutor  (and  the  propriety 
not  difputed)  for  mere  opinions* 
concerning  the  effed  of  chacing  on 
a  lee-fliore.  In  higher  matters, 
higher  opinions  ought  to  have 
weight ;  if  they  ought,  there  are 
none  more  capable  of  giving  the 
court  information  than  thofe  who 
are  fummoned  here  ;  for  I  believe 
no  country  ever  was  ferved  by  offi¬ 
cers  of  more  gallantry,  honour, 
ability,  and  fkill  in  their  proief- 
fion. 

You  are  a  court  of  honour  as 
well  as  of  firid  martial  law.  I 
Hand  here  for  my  fame,  as  well 
as  for  my  life,  and  for  my  Hation 
in  the  navy.  I  hope  therefore, 
that  in  a  trial,  which  is  not  with¬ 
out  importance  to  the  whole  fer- 
vice,  you  will  be  fo  indulgent  as 

to 
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to  hear  me  with  patience,  whilft  I 
explain  to  you  every  thing  that 
tends  to  clear  my  reputation  as  a 
man,  as  a  Teaman,  and  as  com¬ 
mander.  I  will  open  it  to  you 
without  any  arts ;  and  with  the 
plain  freedom  of  a  man  bred  and 
formed  as  we  all  are. 

As  I  am  to  be  tried  for  my  con¬ 
duct  in  command,  it  is  proper  I 
fhould  lay  before  you,  my  fitua- 
tion  in  that  command,  and  what 
were  my  motives  for  the  feveral 
ads  and  orders,  on  account  of 
which  I  ftand  charged.  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  make  fome  explana¬ 
tion  of  thefe  before  I  enter  upon 
the  accufations,  article  by  article. 

To  the  five  fpecial  articles  of 
the  charge,  you  may  depend  upon 
it,  I  fhall  give  full,  minute,  and 
fatisfadory  anfwers,  even  on  the 
narrow  and  miftaken  principles  on 
which  fome  of  them  are  made. 
But  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  to 
you,  that  there  is  a  general  falfe 
fuppofition,  that  runs  through  the 
whole  ;  in  cenfuring  me  for  mif- 
condud  and  negled  of  duty,  my 
accufer  has  conceived  very  miftaken 
notions  of  what  my  duty  was ;  and 
on  that  bad  foundation  he  has  laid 
the  whole  matter  of  his  charge. 

I  think  myfelf  particularly  for¬ 
tunate,  in  being  able  to  make  out 
by  evidence,  at  this  diftance  of 
time,  with  fo  much  exadnefs  as 
I  fhall  do,  the  various  movements 
which  were  made  or  ordered  in  the 
adion  of  the  27th  of  July  :  it  is  a 
piece  of  good  fortune  which  cannot 
often  happen  to  a  commander  in 
chief  in  the  fame  circumftances. 
In  an  extenfive  naval  engagement, 
and  in  the  movements  preparatory 
to  it,  fubordinate  officers,  if  they 
are  attentive  to  their  duty,  are 
fully  employed  in  the  care  of  their 


own  particular  charge  ;  and  they 
have  but  little  leifure  for  exad  ob- 
fervation  on  the  condud  of  their 
commander  in  chief ;  it  is  their 
bufinefs  to  watch  his  fignals,  and 
to  put  themfelves  in  a  condition  to 
obey  them  with  alacrity  and  effed. 
As  they  are  looking  towards  one 
thing,  and  he  is  looking  towards 
another,  it  is  always  a  gre^t  chance 
whether  they  agree,  when  they 
come  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
whole. 

You  are  fenfible,  gentlemen,  that 
one  of  the  things  which  diftinguifh 
a  commander  in  chief,  is  to  know 
how  to  catch  the  proper  moment 
for  each  order  he  gives.  He  is  to 
have  his  eye  on  the  enemy,  the 
reft  ought  to  have  their  eyes  on 
him.  If  thofe  fubordinate  officers, 
who  are.inclined  to  find  fault  with 
him,  do  not  mark  the  inftant  of 
time  with  the  fame  precifion  which 
he  does,  their  judgment  will  often, 
be  erroneous ;  and  they  will  blame 
where  perhaps  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  for  commendation. 

Befides  it  muft  be  obvious,  when 
we  confider  the  nature  of  general 
engagements,  that  in  the  multi^ 
tude  of  movements  that  are  made, 
and  the  variety  of  pofitions  in 
which  fhips  are  fucceffively  found, 
with  regard  to  one  another,  when 
in  motion  over  a  large  fpace,  (to 
fay  nothing  of  the  fmoke)  things 
fcarcely  ever  appear  exadly  in  the 
fame  manner  to  any  two  fhips. 
This  occafions  the  greateft  per¬ 
plexity  and  confufion  in  the  ac» 
counts  that  go  abroad,  and  fome- 
times  produces  abfolute  contradict 
tions  between  different  relators ;  and 
that  too  without  any  intential  fault 
in  thofe  who  tell  the  ftory.  But 
wherever  the  commander  in  chief 
is  placed  ;  that  is  the  center  of  all 
[• R ]  3  •  the 
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the  operations  ;  that  is  the  true 
point  of  view  from  which  they 
mud  be  feen  by  thofe  who  examine 
his  conduct ;  becaufe  his  opinion 
mu  ft  be  formed,  and  his  condudt 
regulated  by  the  judgment  of  his 
eye  upon  the  pofture  in  which  he 
fees  his  objects*  and  not  from  the 
view  which  another  in  a  different, 
and  perhaps  diftant  pofition  has  of 
them  ;  and  in  proportion  as  he  has 
judged  well  or  ill  upon  that  partis 
cular  view,  taken  from  that  parti¬ 
cular  pofition  (which  is  the  only 
point  of  diredtion  he  can  have)  he 
deferves  either  praife  or  cenfure. 

On  thefe  principles  I  wifh  my 
manoeuvres  to  be  tried,  when  the 
proper  conftderation  is  whether 
they  have  been  un&ilfully  con¬ 
ceived,  or  as  the  charge  expreftes 
it,  in  an  un -officer-dike  manner, 
But  my  reafons  for  preferring  any 
one  ftep  to  another,  ftand  upon  dif¬ 
ferent  grounds ;  all;  that  he  charges 
as  negligence  was  the  efFedf  of  de¬ 
liberation  and  choice  :  and  this 
makes  it  nepeffary  for  me  to  exr 
plain,  as  fully  as  I  think  it  right 
to  do,  the  ideas  I  adled  upon, 

I  am  not  to  be  conftdered  in  the 
light  in  which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
feems  to  corifider  me,  merely  as  an 
officer  with  a  limited  commiilion, 
confined  to  a  fpecial  military  ope¬ 
ration,  to  be  concluded  upon  cer¬ 
tain  military  rules,  with  an  eye 
towards  a  court  martial,  for  my 
acquittal  or  condemnation  as  I  ad¬ 
hered  -to  thofe  rules,  or  departed 
frqrh  them.  My  commiffion  was 
pf  a  very  different  fort.  J  was  en- 
trufted  with  ample  diferetionary 
powers  for  the  immediate  defence 
pf  the  kingdom,  I  was  placed,  in 
fome  fort,  in  a  political  as  well  as 
a  military  fituation ;  and  though, 
at  my  own  defire,  for  the  pur|)ofe$ 


of  uniformity  and  fecrecy,  my-in* 
ftrqdtions  came  to  me  through  the 
Admiralty  alone,  yet  part  of  them 
originated  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  as  well  as  from  the  board, 
Every  thing  which  I  did  as  an  offu 
cer  was  folely  fubfervient  and  fu^ 
bordinate  to  the  great  end  of  the 
national  defence.  J  manoeuvred  ; 

I  fought;  I  returned  to  port;  I 
put  to  fea;  juft  as  it  feemea  heft 
to  me  for  the  purpofe  of  my  defo¬ 
liation.  I  adted  on  thefe  princi¬ 
ples  of  large  diferetion ;  and  on 
thofe  principles  I  mull  be  tried. 
If  I  am  not,  it  is  another  fort  of 
officer  ;  and  not  one  with  my  truft 
and  my  powers  that  is  on  trial. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  duty  of 
every  fea  officer,  to  do  his  utmoft 
to  take,  fink,  burn  and  deftroy 
the  enemy’s  {hips  wherever  he 
meets  them.  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
makes  forne  charge  on  this  head, 
with  as  little  truth,  reafon,  or 
juftice,  as  on  any  of  the  others. 
He  flu  all  have  a  proper  anfvver  in 
its  proper  place  ;  that  is,  when  I 
come  to  the  articles.  But  iq 
juftice  to  the  principles,  which  di- 
redted  me  in  my  command,  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  tell  you,  that  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  perfedtly  in  the  right, 
if  I  poftponed  or  totally  omitted 
that  deftrudtion  cf  (hips  in  one,  in 
two,  or  in  twenty  in  (lances,  if  the 
purfuit  of  that  objedl  feemed  to  me 
detrimental  to  matters,  of  moreim-r 
poftance,  othervvife  it  would  be  a 
crime  for  a  commander  entrufted 
with  the  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
to  have  any  plan,  choice,  or  fore- 
fight  in  his  operations  ;  I  ought  to 
condudl  myfelf,  and  I  hope  I  did, 
jn  each  particular,  by  my  judg¬ 
ment  of  its  probable  effedl  on  the 
iffue  of  the  whole  naval  campaign, 
;o  which  $1  ihv  adlions  ought  tq 
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have  a  relation.  Without  attend¬ 
ing  to  that  relation,  fome  parti¬ 
culars  of  my  conduct  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  cannot  appear 
in  the  light  which  I  imagine  they 
are  fairly  i n ti tied  to  ;  and  fome 
circumftances  of  my  lenity  to¬ 
wards  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  will  in- 
cur  a  cenfure  they  do  not  deferve. 

I  have  refleded  again  and  again 
on  that  bufinefs;  and  if  I  were  to 
be  once  more  in  that  fituation,I  am 
perfuaded  that  I  Ihould  ad  in  all 
reipeCts  very  much  in  the  fame 
manner.  I  have  done  my  bell  and 
ut moil ;  not  merely  to  comply  with 
an  article  of  war  (I  fhould  be 
afhamed  that  fuch  a  thing,  at  fuch 
a  time,  could  have  engaged  my 
thought?)  but  to  defend  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  I  have  reafon  to  thank 
God,  that  whatever  obftruCtions  I 
met  with  in  fervice,  or  whatever 
danders  and  accufations  have  fol¬ 
lowed  me  afterwards,  the  king¬ 
dom  has  been  defended. 

My  capacity  may  be  unequal  to 
the  truft  which  was  placed  in  me. 
It  is  certainly  very  unequal  to  the 
warm  withes  I  have  ever  felt  for 
the  fervice  of  my  country.  There¬ 
fore  if  I  had  intrigued  or  ldlicited 
the  command,  or  if  I  had  bargain¬ 
ed  for  anv  advantage  on  accept¬ 
ing  it,  I  might  be  blamed  for  my 
prefumption.  But  it  came  to  me 
intirely  unfought,  and  on  accept¬ 
ing  it,  I  neither  complained  of 
any  former  negleCt,  nor  ilipulated 
for  any  future  gratification. 

It  is  upwards  of  two  years  ago, 
that  is,  in  November,  1776,  that  I 
received  a  meffage  from  Lord  Sand¬ 
wich,  brought  to  me  by  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  that  the  appearance  of 
foreign  powers  in  our  difputes, 
might  require  a  fleet  at  home  ; 
and  that  he  had  his  Majefty’s  or- 
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ders  to  know  whether  I  would  un¬ 
dertake  the  command.  i  faid 
that  I  was  ready  to  attend  and 
give  my  anfvver  in  perfon  to  the 
King. 

Being  admitted  into  the  clofet,  I 
gave  fuch  an  one  as  feemed  fatis- 
fa&ory  to  his  Majefty;  and  hav¬ 
ing  delivered  my  opinions  with, 
opennefs,  I  ended  with  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  my  willingnefs  to  ferve 
him,  in  the  defence  of  this  coun¬ 
try  and  its  commerce,  whenever  I 
fhould  be  honoured  with  his  com¬ 
mands,  and  as  long  as  my  health 
permitted. 

The  appearance  on  the  part  of 
foreign  powers  not  continuing  (I 
fuppofe,)  to  give  fo  much  alarm, 
I  heard  no  more  of  the  command 
from  November,  1776,  to  Fe¬ 
bruary  or  March,  1 778.  At  that 
time  I  had  hints  conveyed  to  me 
that  I  might  foon  be  wanted.  I 
was  as  ready  to  obey  the  King  as 
I  had  been  fixteen  months  before; 
and  when  required  to  ferve,  I  had 
two  or  three  audiences  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  before  I  left  London  finally 
to  hoifl  my  flag.  I  mull  remark, 
that  I  took  the  freedom  to  exprefs 
to  his  Majefly,  that  I  ferved  in 
obedience  to  his  commands;  that 
I  was  unacquainted  with  his  Mini- 
flers,  as  Minifters ;  and  that  I 
took  the  command  as  it  was,  with¬ 
out  making  any  difficulty,  and 
without  afking  a  fingle  favour; 
trufting  to  his  Majefty’s  good  in¬ 
tentions,  and  his  gracious  fupport 
and  protection. 

Circumftanced  as  I  was,  I  could 
have  no  finifter  and  no  ambitious 
views  in  my  obedience.  I  rifqued  a 
great  deal,  and  I  expefted  nothing. 
Many  things  difpofed  me  rather  to 
feek  my  eafe  than  any  new  em¬ 
ployment,  and  gave  me  a  very 
[#]  4  natural 
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natural  reluctance  to  put  a  fitua- 
tion  To  difficult  to  mend,  to  any 
new  hazard. 

That  hazard,  gentlemen,  is  very 
great  to  a  chief  commander  who 
is  not  well  fupported  at  home ;  the 
greater  the  command,  and  the 
larger  the  difcretion,  the  more  lia¬ 
ble  the  commander  is,  in  the 
courfe  of  fervice,  to  hafty,  igno¬ 
rant,  envious,  or  mutinous  ob¬ 
jections  to  his  conduct ;  and  if  he 
has  not  a  candid,  an  equitable  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  his  endeavours  at  home, 
his  reputation  may  be  mined,  his 
fuccefles  will  be  depreciated,  and 
his  misfortunes,  if  luch  fhould  be- 
fal  him,  will  be  turned  into  crimes. 
But  the  nation  was  reprefen  ted  to 
me,  by  thofe  who  ought  bed  to 
know  its  condition,  as  not  in  a 
very  fecure  date.  Although  my 
forty  years  endeavours  were  not 
marked  by  the  podeffion  of  any 
one  favour  from  the  crown  (except 
that  of  its  confidence  in  time  of 
danger)  I  could  not  think  it  right 
to  decline  the  fervice  of  my  coun¬ 
try- 

I  thought  it  expedient  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  you  a  true  date  of  the  circum- 
dances  under  which  I  took  the 
command,  that  you  might  fee, 
that  if  I  am  that  incapable  and 
negligent  officer  which  this  charge 
reprefents  me,  I  did  not  intrude 
myfelf  into  command  ;  that  I  was 
called  to  it  by  the  exprefs  orders 
of  my  Sovereign ;  that  thefe  orders 
were  conveyed  to  me  by  his  chief 
Minider  of  the  marine,  with  great 
feeming  concurrence  and  approba¬ 
tion  ;  that  the  meffenger  (who  alfo 
appeared  to  be  perfedlly  pleafed 
with  his  errand)  was  no  other  than 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  my  accufer ; 
who  ought  to  have  been  a  judge  of 
my  ability  from  a  very  long  ac- 
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quaintance ;  and  that  ladly,  this 
was  no  matter  of  furprize  and  hur¬ 
ry  ;  fmce  they  had  dxteen  months 
time  to  condder  and  canvafs  my 
fitnefs  for  a  great  difcretionary 
trud,  before  they  placed  it  in  my 
hands. 

If  I  gave  no  juft  caufe  of  doubt 
about  my  real  character  before  my 
appointment,  I  gave  as  little  caufe 
of  uneafnefs  afterwards.  From  the 
moment  of  my  taking  the  com¬ 
mand,  I  laid  down  to  myfelf  one 
rule,  which  in  my  opinion,  where 
there  are  honed  intentions  on  all 
ddes,  does  more  to  enfure  fuccefs 
to  fervice,  than  almod  any  other 
that  can  be  conceived  ;  which  was, 
“  to  make  the  be  ft  of  every  thing.'’1 
The  whole  fleet  will  bear  me  wit- 
nefs,  that  it  was  not  my  cuftom  to 
complain,  though  it  is  generally 
thought  good  policy  to  be  very  ex- 
ail  by  way  of  precaution.  If  any 
thing  was  defective,  I  dated  it  in 
confidence,  and  with  good  humour, 

to  the  fird  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

¥ 

I  received  my  fupplies  with  ac¬ 
knowledgment  ;  what  could  not  be 
helped,  I  concealed ;  I  made  no 
noife ;  nor  encouraged,  much  lefs 
excited  any  murmurings  in  or  out 
of  the  fleet. 

I  correfponded  with  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty ; 
and  I  did  every  thing  with  re¬ 
ference  to  him  exadlly  in  the  fame 
way  as  if  my  bed  and  deared 
friends  were  in  that  department. 
Having  none  but  the  plained  in¬ 
tentions,  I  was  much  more  willing 
to  take  any  blame  upon  myfelf, 
than  lay  it  upon  thofe  who  fent  me 
out,  or  on  thofe  who  ferved  under 
me ;  I  was  open  and  unguarded  ; 
in  general  I  dudied  my  language 
very  little,  becaufe  I  little  fufpedt- 
ed,  that  traps  would  be  laid  for  me 

in 
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in  my  exprefiions,  when  my  actions 
were  above  reproach. 

x 

I  very  foon  found  how  neeeflary 
it  was  for  one  in  my  fituation  to 
be  well  fupported  by  office.  On 
my  firft  going*  to  Portfmouth, 
which  was  in  March  laft,  I  was 
made  to  believe,  that  I  ffiould  fee 
a  ftrong  and  well-appointed  fleet 
ready  for  fea.  An  opinion  of  that 
kind  was  circulated  very  generally. 
There  were  not  more  than  fix 
{hips  of  the  line  aflembled  and  in 
any  condition  to  go  upon  fervice ; 
of  them,  all  I  fihall  fay  is,  that 
on  reviewing  them  with  a  feaman’s 
eye,  they  gave  me  no  pleafure. 
Whilft  I  continued  at  Portfmouth, 
I  believe  four  or  five  more  arrived. 
I  returned  to  town  without  mak¬ 
ing  any  noife.  I  reprefented  ami¬ 
cably  this  ftate  of  things.  I  was 
told  that  the  {hips  were  collefting 
from  other  parts,  and  from  fea  ; 
and  I  muft  fay,  that  from  that 
time  forward,  great  diligence  was 
ufed  ;  as  much,  I  believe,  as  was 
poffible.  If  there  had  not,  we 
never  could  have  failed,  even  with 
the  force  we  went  out  with. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  June,  I  fet 
fail  from  St.  Helens  with  twenty 
fhips  of  the  line;  well  enough 
equipped  ;  that  is,  neither  of  the 
bell:  nor  the  word;  I  had  feen.  I 
was  hardly  on  my  ftation,  when  a 
new  occafion  occurred,  to  ihew 
me,  how  much  a  commander,  en- 
trufted  as  I  was,  mult  take  upon 
himfelf;  how  much  he  mult  ven¬ 
ture  on  his  own  difcretion,  and 
how  neeeflary  it  is  for  him  to  have 
a  proper  fupport.  The  circum- 
ftances  of  my  falling  in  with  the 
French  frigates,  Pallas  and  In¬ 
come,  and  of  the  chace  and  the 
engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule, 
(fo  honourable  to  Captain  Mar- 


flial)  are  frelh  in  your  memories, 

I  undertook  the  affair  at  mv  own 

.  _  J 

rilque.  War  had  not  been  de¬ 
clared,  nor  even  reprisals  ordered. 
My  fituation  was  Angular  ;  £ 

might  be  difavowed,  and  a  war 
with  France  laid  to  the  account 
of  my  raflmefs.  There  was  not 
wanting  fome  difcourfe  of  that 
tendency,  among  people  whofe 
opinions  are  of  moment. 

J  reprefented  what  I  had  done  ; 
and  to  this  hour  I  have  not  receiv¬ 
ed  one  fy liable  of  diredl  or  official 
approbation  of  my  conduft. 

I  found  however  that  the  taking 
of  the  fhips  was  important  to  the 
ftate  ;  the  papers  I  found  in  them, 
and  the  intelligence  I  received  by 
that  means,  filled  me  with  the 
moft  ferious  apprehenfions.  I  was 
on  the  enemy’s  coaft  with  twenty 
fail  of  the  line  ;  there  were  thirty  >. 
two  in  Breft  road  and  Breft  water, 
and  frigates  more  than  treble  my 
number. 

My  orders  to  fail  with  twenty 
ftiips  could  not  have  been  upon  a 
fuppofition  of  my  having  to  deal 
with  a  fuperior  force. 

I  know  what  can  be  done  by 
Englifh  officers  and  Englifh  fea- 
men,  and  I  truft  to  it  as  much  as 
any  man.  I  fhould  not  be  difcou- 
raged  by  fome  fuperiority  againft 
me  in  fhips,  men  and  metal,  but 
I  have  never  had  the  folly  to  de- 
fpife  my  enemy.  I  faw  that  an 
engagement,  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  of  decided  fuperiority  on 
the  part  of  France,  would  hazard 
the  very  being  of  this  kingdom. 
If  our  fleet  fhould  be  deftroyed,  it 
was  evident  that  the  French  muft 
become  mafters  of  the  fea,  for 
that  campaign  at  leaft ;  whether 
we  could  ever  repair  the  lofs  is  not 
very  clear  to  me,  when  I  confider 
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the  ftate  of  our  naval  llores  at  that 
time,  and  the  extreme  difficulty  of 
a  fupply,  as  long  as  the  French 
fhouid  continue  fuperior  in  the 
channel. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  to  what 
fuch  a  calamity  might  not  lead  ; 

I  was  filled  with  the  deepeft  me¬ 
lancholy  I  ever  felt  in  my  life.  J 
found  myfelf  obliged  to  turn  my 
back  on  France,  but  I  took  my 
refolution.  I  again  rifqued  myfelf 
on  my  own  opinion.  I  quitted 
my  ftation  ;  my  courage  was  never 
put  to  fuch  a  trial  as  in  that  re¬ 
treat  ;  but  my  jir?n  perfuafion  is ,  that 
the  country  a vas  faved  by  it.  Thofe 
in  power,  who  mull  have  under- 
ilood  the  Hate  of  the  fleet,  and 
of  the  kingdom,  were  the  bell 
able  to  difcern  the  propriety  of 
my  condudL  But  I  was  permit¬ 
ted  to  go  out  again  in  the  lame 
important  command,  very  unwor¬ 
thy  of  the  trull  if  I  had  done 
amifs  :  very  deferving  of  commen¬ 
dation  and  thanks,  if  at  my  own 
rifque  I  had  preferved  the  country 
from  no  flight  danger ;  one  or 
other  of  thefe  was  certainly  the 
cafe  ;  but  the  fact  is,  that  I  was 
continued  in  the  command,  but 
did  not  then  receive,  nor  have  I 
yet  received,  any  more  than  I 
had  on  the  former  occaflon  of  tak¬ 
ing  the  French  fhips,  one  word  of 
official  approbation. 

All  thefe  dilcouraging  circum- 
ftances  did  not  abate  the  zeal  I  Hit 
for  the  fafety  of  my  country,  or 
difguft  me  with  its  fervice,  or  dif- 
turb  my  temper.  On  my  return 
to  Portfmouth  I  made  no  com¬ 
plaint  ;  I  did  every  thing  to  Hide 
difcontent  and  to  get  forward  for 
fea  again,  without  divulging  the 
true  fituation  of  affairs,  although 
I  found  myfelf  in  publications. 


which  are  confidered  as  counte¬ 
nanced  by  authority,  mod  grofly 
abufed,  and  threatened  with  the 
fate  of  Admiral  Byng. 

I  had  returned  to  Portfmouth 
on  the  27th  of  June,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  July,  finding  my  fleet 
made  up  to  twenty-four  fhips  of 
the  line  of  battle,  with  four  fri¬ 
gates  and  two  firefhips,  I  failed 
again  in  obedience  to  my  infrac¬ 
tions,  trailing  to  fuch  reinforce¬ 
ment  as  I  was  given  to  expebl 
would  join  me  at  Plymouth,  off 
the  Lizard,  and  at  fea  :  by  feveral 
reinforcements  of  fhips,  manned 
as  the  exigency  would  permit,  the 
fleet  was  made  up  to  thirty  fail  of 
the  line.  After  this,  although  I 
was  much  fhort  of  a  proportion- 
able  number  of  frigates,  and  mull 
naturally  be  fubjecft  to  many  in- 
conveniencies  from  that  want,  I 
had,  on  the  whole,  no  juft  caufe 
for  uneafinefs.  The  greateft  part 
of  the  fhips  were  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  well  appointed  ;  and 
where  any  thing  was  wanting,  the 
zeal  of  the  commanders  abundantly 
fupplied  it. 

The  appearance  of  the  French 
fleet  confirmed  the  ideas  upon 
which  I  had  returned  to  Portf¬ 
mouth  ;  for  on  the  8th  of  July, 
the  day  before  I  left  St.  Helen’s, 
they  lailed  out  of  Brelt  thirty-two 
fail  of  the  line.  On  the  23d  the 
fleets  of  the  two  nations  firft  came 
in  fight  of  each  other.  I  believe 
the  French  Admiral  found  me 
much  ilronger  than  he  expedled  ; 
and  from  thence  he  all  along 
fhewed,  as  I  conceived,  a  manifell 
difipclination  to  come  to  an  en¬ 
gagement.  I  do  not  fay  this  as 
meaning  to  call  his  courage  in 
aueftion,  very  far  from  it ;  I  am 
certain  that  he  is  a  man  of  great 
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bravery  ;  but  he  might  have  many 
very  rea  Ton  able  motives  for  avoid¬ 
ing  a  decifive  aftion. 

Many  objects  of  the  French, 
and  thofe  very  important,  might 
be  obtained  without  a  battle.  On 
my  part  I  had  every  motive  which 
could  make  me  earned  to  bring  it 
on,  and  X  was  refolvcd  to  do  fo 
whenever  and  by  whatever  means 
I  could. 

I  fhould  be  criminal  indeed  if  I 
had  not,  for  I  had  every  motive 
for  deiiring  to  prefs  on  an  a&ion  ; 
the  greateft  body  of  the  Britifh 
trade  was  then  on  its  return  home. 
Two  Eali-India  and  two  Weft  In¬ 
dia  fleets  of  immenfe  value  were 
hourly  expedled  ;  from  the  courfe 
it  was  probable  they  would  hold, 
and  from  the  fituation  of  the 
French  fleet,  they  might  be  taken 
in  my  fight  without  a  poflibility  of 
my  preventing  it.  Befldes  this,  I 
know  that  two  fleets,  where  one 
of  them  chufes  to  decline  battle, 
may  be  for  a  long  time  near  one 
another,  without  any  means  of 
bringing  on  an  engagement. 

I  cannot  be  certain  whether  the 
account  1  have  read  be  quite  ex¬ 
act :  but  it  fhould  appear  by  that 
account,  that  in  King  William’s 
reign  Admiral  Ruffel  continued 
for  two  months  almoft  in  the  daily 
view  of  the  French  fleet  without 
having  it  in  his  power  to  fight 
them  :  I  do  not  think  the  thing  at 
all  impofiible. 

I  had  alfo  other  reafons  for  the 
greateft  anxiety  to  bring  on  an  en¬ 
gagement:  upon  any  terms  that  X 
could  obtain  it. 

Thefe  reafons  are  weighty  ;  and 
£hey  are  founded  in  my  inftruc- 
tions.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  that  I  might  find  it  ufeful 
(o  my  defence  to  produce  thofe 
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inftru&ions  on  my  trial.  They 
communicated  to  me  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  thereupon,  and  informed 
me,  that  they  could  not  confent 
that  my  inftru&ions  fhould  be  laid 
before  my  council,  or  be  produced 
at  the  court  martial.  I  was  much 
fur  prized  at  this  anfwer,  as  I  con¬ 
ceived  that  thofe  who  were  much 
better  judges  than  I  could  be  of 
what  was  matter  of  ftate,  could 
never  have  thought  of  putting  me 
in  a  fituation  which  might  compel 
me,  in  my  defence,  to  produce 
the  inllrudtions  under  which  I  adt- 
ed,  when  at  the  fame  time  they 
meant  to  refufe  me  the  fair  and 
natural  means  of  my  juftincation. 
It  is  my  undoubted  right,  if  I 
think  proper,  to  avail  myfelf  of 
them.  On  former  trials  they  have 
been  generally  fent  down  with  the 
accufation,  that  the  condudl  of  the 
Admiral  might  be  compared  with 
his  inftru&ions.  But  leaving  the 
Admiralty  to  reflect  on  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  their  conduct,  it  is  my 
part  to  take  care  of  my  own.  I 
have  always  been  willing  to  run 
any  hazard  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate.  I  fhall  not  produce  thofe 
inftrudtions ;  I  have  not  even  Shew¬ 
ed  them  to  my  council,  nor  com¬ 
municated  their  contents.  But  my 
declining  to  make  ufe  of  my  own. 
rights  cannot,  in  a  like  cafe  here¬ 
after,  afFedt  the  right  of  any  other 
man. 

The  world  will  judge  of  the 
wifdom  and  equity  of  ordering 
trials  under  fuch  circurnftances. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  I  came  to 
an  action  with  the  French  :  they 
were  beaten,  and  obliged  to  retire 
into  their  own  port.  No  one  caa 
doubt  but  a  commander  in  chief, 
who  is  to  reap  the  principal  fhare 
of  the  glory,  will  be  earneft  to 

have 
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have  his  vidory  as  compleat  as 
poffible.  Mins  did  not  an  Twer  to 
sny  willies,  nor  to  my  jufi  expec¬ 
tations.  I  was  fully  refolved  to 
renew  the  engagement  :  why  it 
was  not  renewed,  will  appear  when 
I  come  to  the  particulars  of  the 
charge. 

As  to  my  condud  after  the  en¬ 
gagement,  I  might  have  purfued 
a  fruitlefs  and  a  moft  hazardous 
chace  of  fome  few  lhips  (I  know 
not  to  this  hour  with  certainty 
what  they  were,  nor  does  my  ac- 
cufer):  if  I  had  had  my  mind  filled 
with  notions  unworthy  of  my  fta- 
tion  I  might  eafily  have  paraded 
with  my  lhattered  fleet  off  the  har¬ 
bour  of  BrefL  I  chofe  rather  to 
return  to  Plymouth  with  all  expe¬ 
dition,  to  put  myfelf  once  more  in 
a  condition  to  meet  the  enemy, 
and  defend  the  kingdom.  But  on 
my  return  I  took  care  to  leave 
two  men  of  war  of  the  line  on  a 
Cruize  to  proted  the  trade.  By 
the  vigilance  of  the  commanders, 
and  the  happy  effed  of  the  late 
advantage,  the  expeded  fleets  all 
came  in  fafe. 

At  Plymouth  I  lofr  no  time,  and 
omitted  no  means  of  putting  my¬ 
felf  in  a  fiate  fit  for  adion.  I  did 
every  thing  to  promote  an  unani¬ 
mous  exertion  ;  and  I  found  my 
endeavours  well  feconded  by  all 
the  admirals  and  captains  of  the 
fleet.  This  benefit  I  acquired,  by 
avoiding  a  retrofped  into  the  con- 
dud  of  the  Vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  ;  for  if  I  had  inflituted  an 
inquiry  or  trial,  it  would  have 
fufpended  the  operations  of  the 
whole  fleet,  and  would  have  fuf¬ 
pended  them  in  the  midft  of  the 
campaign,  when  every  moment 
was  precious,  and  the  exertion  of 
every  officer  neceffary.  The  delay 


which  the  prefent  court-martial 
has  occafioned  to  the  fervice,  even 
at  this  time,  is  evident  to  all  the 
world.  Plow  much  more  mifehie- 
vous  would  it  have  been  at  that 
period?  I  was  fenfible  of  it,  or 
rather,  to  fpeak  more  corredly, 
my  mind  was  fo  fully  taken  up 
with  carrying  on  the  great  fervice 
which  \vas  entrufted  to  my  care, 
that  X  could  not  admit  the  thought 
of  mif-fpending  my  own  time,  and 
wafting  the  flower  of  the  Britifh 
navy,  in  attending  on  a  court- 
martial. 

My  letter  to  the  Admiralty  was 
written  in  the  fpirit  which  directed 
my  condud  at  Plymouth.  All 
my  letters  were  written  with  the 
fame  fpirit.  My  letter  publifhed 
in  the  Gazette  has  been  brought 
before  this  Court,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conviding  me  of  crimes,  by 
the  perfon  whofe  faults  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  cover.  He  has  attempt¬ 
ed,  very  irregularly  in  my  opinion, 
to  call  upon  witneffes  for  their 
conftrudion  of  my  writing.  No 
one  has  a  right  to  explain  my 
meaning,  where  it  may  be  doubt¬ 
ful,  but  myfelf ;  and  it  is  you. 
Gentlemen,  who  are  to  judge 
whether  my  explanation  is  fair. 

That  letter  (as  far  as  it  goes) 
is  an  account  of  the  adion  ftridly 
true.  It  is  indeed  very  lhort,  and 
very  general,  but  it  goes  as  far  as 
I  intended  it  fhould.  It  commends 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  ;  it  does  what  I 
meant  to  do. 

I  meant  to  com  mend  his  bravery 
(or  what  appeared  to  me  as  fuch) 
in  the  engagement.  As  he  flood 
high  in  command,  to  pafs  over 
one  in  his  flation,  would  be  to 
mark  him.  It  would  have  con¬ 
veyed  the  cenfure  I  wifhed  for  fuch 
good  reafons  to  avoid,  and  I  fhould 
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have  defeated  the  one  great  objeft 
I  had  in  view,  the  defence  of  the 
nation.  In  that  letter  I  exprefled 
alfo  my  hopes  of  bringing  the 
French  fleet  to  a&ion  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

I  had  fuch  hopes ;  and  ray  ac- 
cufer,  even  in  the  fecond  edition 
of  his  log-book,  fhews  that  I  was 
not  wholly  ungrounded  in  my  ex¬ 
pectations,  fince  he  has  recorded 
himfelf  as  of  the  fame  opinion. 
I  faid,  that  I  did  not  interrupt  the 
French  fleet  that  evening  in  the 
formation  of  their  line.  I  fhall 
fhew  you  by  evidence  (if  it  fhould 
not  have  already  fully  appeared) 
that  I  was  not  able  to  do  it,  and 
that  any  random  firing  from  me 
under  my  circumftances  would 
have  been  vain  againft  the  enemy, 
and  a  difgraceful  trifling  with  re¬ 
gard  to  myfelf. 

You  have  feen  my  exprellions, 
and  fuch  is  their  meaning  with  re¬ 
gard  to  both  the  French  and  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  fo  far  as  they  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  particular  times  to 
which  they  feverally  belonged. 
But  there  was  an  intermediate  time 
with  regard  to  both,  of  which, 
when  I  wrote  my  letter,  I  gave  no 
account.  I  intended  to  conceal 
it.  I  do  not  conceive  that  a  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  is  bound  to  dif- 
clofe  to  all  Europe,  in  the  mtd.it 
of  a  critical  fervice,  the  real  Fate 
of  his  fleet,  or  his  opinion  of  any 
of  his  officers. 

He  is  not,  under  fuc*j  circum- 
flances,  bound  to  accofe  a  Britifh 
admiral.  To  me,  fuch  an  accuf- 
ation,  under  aliiroft  any  circum¬ 
ftances,  is  a  very  ferious  matter: 
whilft  a  poffibility  of  an  excufe  for 
an  officer  remains  in  my  mind,  I 
am  in  my  dlfnofition  ready  to  lay 
hold  of  it  j  &n d  I  confefs  to  you. 


that  until  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him¬ 
felf  had  brought  out  to  this  Court 
all  the  particulars,  I  attributed 
much  more  to  his  misfortune,  or 
miftake,  than  I  now  find  myfelf 
authorized  to  do  ;  nor  did  I  think 
his  conduct  half  fo  exceptionable 
as  he  himfelf  has  proved  it. 

After  the  engagement,  he  never 
thought  fit  to  explain  to  me  the 
reafons  of  his  not  bearing  down 
into  my  wake,  to  enable  me  to 
renew  the  adion,  and  I  did  not 
think  fit  to  enquire  into  them. 

I  apprehend  that  a  power  of  paf- 
fing  over  faults  or  miflakes  in  fer¬ 
vice,  (into  which  the  very  belt  of¬ 
ficers  may  be  furprized)  to  be 
fometimes  as  necellary,  if  not  to 
difcipline,  yet  to  the  end  of  all 
difcipline,  the  good  of  the  fervice, 
as  any  punifhment  of  them  cap. 
poflibly  be  :  and  one  of  the  ill  'ef- 
fedls  of  this  profecution  w*Ai  be, 
I  fear,  to  tcirify  a  commander  in 
chief  out  of  one  of  the  mofl  valu¬ 
able  parts  of  his  discretion. 

By  ufing  difcretion  which  T 
thought  VTas  in  me,  I  preferved 
concord  in  the  fleet,  promptitude 
in  Tae  fervice,  and  dignity  to  the 
co’antry.  In  my  opinion,  any 
Complaint  of  fuch  a  magnitude 
would  have  produced  infinite  mif- 
chiefs. 

Nobody  can  imagine,  that  in 
that  moment,  an  accufation  of  a 
Vice-admiral,  who  was  befides  a 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  could  be 
undertaken  without  a  capital  de¬ 
triment  to  our  naval  operations, 
and  even  to  the  quiet  of  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

My  letter  was  written  folely 
upon  the  principles  which  I  have 
now  honeftly  and  faithfully  laid 
before  you,  and  which  I  fubmit  to 
your  judgment.  If  I  have  been 
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more  indulgent  than  was  wife,  the 
public  has  had  the  benefit,  and  all 
the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
my  indifcretion  has  fallen  upon 
myfelf.  I  never  had  a  more 
troublefome  talk  of  the  fort  than 
in  penning  that  letter,  and  it  has 
ill  anfvvered  my  pains. 

If  I  have  not  fhewn  myfelf  able 
at  concealment,  it  is  a  fault  for 
which  I  hope  I  {hall  not  lofe  much 
credit  with  this  court  martial.  I 
jfhall  not  be  very  uneafy  if  I  have 
been  thought  to  have  wrote  a  bad 
jetcer,  if  I  fhall  be  found,  as  I  trull 
X  {hall  be  found,  to  have  done  my 
duty  in  fighting  the  enemy. 

The  intrufion  of  my  letter  into 
the  trial,  has  made  it  necefiary 
for  me  to  explain  it.  I  now  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  account  of  my  con¬ 
duct. 

I  got  ready  for  fea  again,  with 
my  ufiial  temper  and  difpofitidn 
to  accommodate  ;  after  this  I  kept 
the  fea  as  long  as  I  could.  The 
French  fleet  carefully  avoided  my 
ftation.  I  could  obtain  no  diflincl 
intelligence  of  them,  though  I 
omitted  no  means  to  procure  it. 

In  confequence  of  this,  their ' de¬ 
fer  t  ion  of  the  feas,  their  trade  feH 
into  the  hands  of  our  privateers, 
to  a  number  and  value  that  I  be¬ 
lieve  was  never  equalled  in  the 
fame  fpace  of  time.  His  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  it  in  his 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  to  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  the  good  conduit  of 
fome  of  his  officers. 

When  I  confidered  this ;  when 
I  confidered  the  direct  approbation 
of  my  conduct,  and  the  circ urn- 
fiances  which  attended  my  ap¬ 
pointment,  it  was  with  difficulty 
I  perfuaded  myfelf  that  I  was 
awake,  when  I  found  that  I  was 


treated  as  a  criminal,  and  ordered, 
without  the  leaft  ceremony,  or 
previous  enquiry,  to  be  tried  by 
a  court  martial,  on  the  accufation 
of  my  officer,  my  old  friend,  one 
over  whofe  faults  I  had  fo  lately 
call  a  veil  ;  the  very  perfon  who 
was  a  mefienger  and  congratulator 
of  my  original  appointment.  I 
acknowledge  it  was  for  fome  time 
before  I  could  fufliciently  mailer 
my  indignation,  and  compofe  my- 
felf  to  that  equality  of  temper  with 
which  I  came  hither,  and  with 
which  I  have  heard  fuch  {hocking 
and  reproachful  matter  and  words 
read  to  my  face,  in  the  place  of 
fupport  I  was  made  to  look  for; 
I  feel  very  much  inward  peace  at 
prefent  ;  and  the  event  I  conflder 
with  much  lefs  concern  for  myfelf, 
than  for  the  fervice.  Your  judg¬ 
ment,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  will 
be  wife  and  well  weighed,  and 
fuch  as  will  be  of  credit  to  your- 
felves,  and  of  advantage  and'  en¬ 
couragement  to  that  part  of  the 
military  which  is  moft  interefting 
to  this  kingdom.  On  my  part,  I 
truft  I  fhall  intitle  myfelf  not  only 
to  an  acquital,  but  to  an  honour¬ 
able  reparation  at  your  hands,  for 
the  malicious  calumnies  contained 
in  the  charge  againfl  me. 

Thus  much  I  have  faid  as  to  the 
general  matter  which  has  arifen  ori 
the  trial,  and  the  circumfiances 
by  which  that  trial  has  been 
brought  on,  as  well  as  to  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  principles  which  regu¬ 
lated  the  difcretion  that  I  conceive 
was  in  me.  If  thefe  motives  were 
probable,  and  likely  to  be  real,  I 
cannot  be  guilty  ©fi  the  criminal 
negligence  and  want  of  knowledge 
in  my  profeffipn,  with  which  I 
{land  charged.  As  tp  the  charges 
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themfelves, 
read  again, 

O  7 

it. 

fudge  Advocate. 

the  Charge. 

THAT  on  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  July,  1778,  having  a  fleet 
of  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  under 
his  command,  and  being  then  in 
the  prefence  of  a  French  fleet  of 
the  like  number  of  fhips  of  the 
line  ;  the  faid  admiral  did  not 
make  the  neceflary  preparations 
for  fight ;  did  not  put  his  fleet  in¬ 
to  a  line  of  battle,  or  into  any  or¬ 
der  proper  either  for  receiving  or 
attacking  an  enemy  of  fuch  force  : 
but  on  the  contrary,  although  his 
fleet  was  already  difperfed  and  in 
diforder,  he,  by  making  the  flgnal 
for  feveral  fhips  of  the  vice-admi¬ 
ral  of  the  blue’s  diviflon  to  chace 
to  windward,  increafed  the  difor¬ 
der  of  that  part  of  his  fleet,  and 
the  Ihips  were  in  confequence  mere 
fcattered  than  they  had  been  be¬ 
fore  ;  and  whilft  in  this  diforder, 
he  advanced  to  the  enemy,  and 
made  the  flgnal  for  battle. 

That  the  above  condutt  was  the 
more  unaccountable,  as  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fleet  was  not  then  in  difor¬ 
der,  nor  beaten,  nor  flying,  but 
formed  in  a  regular  line  of  battle, 
on  that  tack  which  approached  the 
Britifh  fleet,  (all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle)  and  they  edged  down  and 
attacked  it  whilft  in  diforder.  By 
this  un-officer-like  conduct,  a  ge¬ 
neral  engagement  was  not  brought 
on,  but  the  other  flag-officers  and 
captains  were  left  to  engage  with¬ 
out  order  or  regularity,  from 
whence  great  confufton  enfued  ; 
fome  of  nis  fhips  were  prevented 


getting  into  adlion  at  all,  others 
were  not  near  enough  to  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  fome,  from  the  confu- 
flon,  fired  into  others  of  the  King’s 
fhij  >s,  and  did  them  confiderable 
damage  ;  and  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  was  left  alone  to  engage 
fmgly  and  unfupported.  In  thefe 
itiftances  the  faid  Admiral  Keppcl 
negligently  performed  the  duty 
irnpofed  on  him. 

’The  Admiral.  Mr.  Prefldent,  to 
this  charge,  I  anfwer,  that  I  have 
never  underftood  preparations  for 
fight,  to  have  any  other  meaning 
in  the  language  and  underftand- 
ing  of  Teamen,  than  that  each  par¬ 
ticular  flhip  under  the  direction 
and  difeipline  of  her  own  officers, 
when  in  purfuit  of  an  enemy ,  be  in 
every  refpebt  cleared  and  in  readi- 
nefs  for  action  ;  the  contrary  of 
which,  no  admiral  of  a  fleet,  with¬ 
out  reafonable  caufe,  will  pre¬ 
fume  ;  and  as  from  the  morning  of 
the  zyth,  when  the  French  fleet  had 
got  to  windward ,  to  the  time  of  the 
adion ,  the  Britifh  fleet  was  in  un¬ 
remitting  purfuit  of  them ,  it  is  ftill 
more  difficult  to  conceive,  that  any 
thing  more  is  meant  by  this 
charge,  than  what  is  immediately 
after  conveyed  by  the  charge  that 
follows  it,  namely, 

“  That  on  the  fame  morning 
“  of  the  27th,  I  did  not 
<s  put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
“  of  battle,  or  into  any 
“  order,  proper  either  for 
“  receiving  or  attacking 
tc  an  enemy  of  fuch  force.” 

By  this  fecond  part  of  the 
charge,  I  feel  myfelf  attacked  in 
the  exercife  of  that  great  and  broad 
line  of  diferetion,  which  every  of¬ 
ficer  commanding  either  fleets  or 

armies. 


let  the  ftrft  article  be 
and  I  will  anfwer  to 
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armies,  is  often  obliged,  bath  in 
duty  and  confcience,  to  exercife 
to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  and 
which  depending  on  circumftances 
and  fltuations  infinitely  various, 
cannot  be  reduced  to  any  poftlive 
rule  of  difcipline  or  pra&ice  ;  a 
difcretion  which  I  will  fubmit  to 
the  Court,  I  was  particularly  called 
upon  by  the  ftrongeft  and  beft 
motives  to  exercife,  and  which, 
in  my  public  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  I  openly  avowed  to 
have  exercifed.  I  admit,  that  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July, 
I  did  not  put  my  fleet  into  a  line 
of  battle,  becaufe  I  had  it  not  in 
my  choice  to  do  fo,  confident  with 
the  certainty,  or  even  the  proba¬ 
bility  of  either  giving,  or  being 
given  battle ;  and  becaufe,  if  I 
had  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  that 
order,  in  which,  if  the  election, 
had  been  mine,  I  fhould  have 
chofen  to  have  received,  or  attack¬ 
ed  a  willing  enemy,  I  fhould  have 
had  no  enemy  either  to  receive  or 
to  attack. 

I  fhall  therefore,  in  anfwer  to 
this  charge,  fubmit  to  the  Court 
my  reafons  for  determining  to 
bring  the  French  fleet  to  battle  at 
all  events  ;  and  fhall  fhew,  that 
any  other  order  than  that  in  which 
my  fleet  was  condu&ed,  from  ray 
firft  feeing  them,  to  the  moment  of 
the  action,  was  incompatible  with 
fuch  determination. 

And  in  order  to  this,  I  muft 
call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
a  retrofpedtive  view  of  the  motions 
of  the  two  fleets,  from  their  firft 
coming  in  fight  of  each  other. 

On  my  firft  difcovering  the 
French  fleet  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  23d  of  July,  I 
made  the  neceflary  Signals  for 
forming  my  fleet  in  the  order 


of  battle,  which  I  effe&ed  towards 
the  evening,  when  I  brought  to, 
by  fignal,  and  lay  till  the  morn¬ 
ing,  when  perceiving  that  the 
French  fleet  had  gained  the  wind 
during  the  night,  and  carried  a 
prefied  fail  to  preferve  it,  I  dif- 
continued  the  fignal  for  the  line, 
and  made  the  general  fignal  to 
chace  to  windward,  in  hopes  that 
they  would  join  battle  with  me, 
rather  than  fuffer  two  of  their  ca¬ 
pital  fhips  to  be  entirely  feparated 
from  them,  and  give  me  the 
chance  of  cutting  off  a  third, 
which  had  carried  away  a  top- 
maft  in  the  night,  and  which  but 
for  a  fhift  of  wind  I  muft  have 
taken.  In  this,  however,  I  was 
difappointed,  for  they  fuffered  two 
of  them  to  go  off  altogether,  and 
continued  to  make  every  ufe  of  the 
advantage  of  the  wind. 

This  arduous  endeavour  of  the 
French  admiral  to  avoid  coming  to 
adtion,  which,  from  his  thus  hav¬ 
ing  the  wind,  was  always  in  his 
option,  led  me  to  believe  he  ex¬ 
pected  a  reinforcement  ;  a  reflec¬ 
tion  which  would  alone  have  been 
fufficient  to  determine  me  to  urge 
my  purfuit  in  as  collected  a  body 
as  the  nature  of  fuch  a  purfuit 
would  admit  of,  without  the  delay 
of  the  line,  and  to  feize  the  flrft 
opportunity  of  bringing  on  an  en¬ 
gagement. 

But  I  had  other  reafons  no  lefs 
urgent. 

If  by  obftinately  adhering  to  the 
line  of  battle,  I  had  fuffered,  as  I 
inevitably  muft,  the  French  fleet 
to  have  feparated  from  me  ;  and 
if  by  fuch  reparation  the  Engliih 
convoys  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft- 
Indies,  which  I  have  already  ftated 
in  the  introduction  to  my  defence  to 
have  been  then  expected  home,  had 
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keen  cut  off,  or  the  coaft  of  Eng¬ 
land  been  infulted,  what  would 
have  been  my  fituation  ?  Sheltered 
under  the  forms  of  difeipline,  I 
perhaps  might  haveefcaped  punifh- 
ment,  but  I  could  not  have  efcap- 
ed  cenfure;  I  fhould  neither  have 
efcaped  the  contempt  of  my  fellow 
citizens,  nor  the  reproaches  of  my 
own  confcience. 

Moved  by  thefe  important  con- 
fiderations,  fupported  by  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  Admiral  Rulfel,  and 
other  great  naval  commanders, 
who  in  fimilar  fituations  had  ever 
made  drift  order  give  way  to  rea- 
fonable  enterprise,  and  particu¬ 
larly  encouraged  by  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  having  myfelf  ferved 
under  that  truly  great  officer  Lord 
Hawke,  when,  rejefting  all  rules 
and  forms,  he  graiped  at  viftory 
by  an  irregular  attack ;  I  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
French  fleet  by  being  outfailed 
from  preferving  the  line  of  battle, 
but  to  keep  my  fleet  as  well  col- 
lefted  as  I  could,  and  near  enough 
to  affift  and  aft  with  each  other, 
in  cafe  a  change  of  wind  or  other 
favourable  circumflance  fhould  en¬ 
able  me  to  force  the  enemy  to  ac¬ 
tion. 

Such  were  my  feelings  and  re- 
folutions  when  the  day  broke  on 
the  morning  of  the  27th  of  July; 
at  which  time  the  fleet  under  my 
command  was  in  the  following 
pofition  :  Vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
Harland  was  about  four  miles  dif- 
tant  on  the  Viftory’s  weather 
quarter  with  moil  of  the  fhips  or 
his  own  divifion,  and  fome  of 
thofe  belonging  to  the  centre  ; 
and  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer  at  about  three  miles  diftance, 
a  point  before  the  lee  beam  cf  the 
Viftory,  with  his  main  fail  up, 
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which  obliged  the  fhips  of  his  di¬ 
vifion  to  continue  under  an  cafy 
fail. 

The  French  fleet  was  as  much, 
to  windward,  and  at  as  great  a 
diffance,  as  it  had  been  the  pre¬ 
ceding  morning,  Handing  with  a 
frefh  wind  clofe  hauled  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  to  all  appearance  a- 
voiding  me  with  the  fame  induftry 
as  ever. 

At  this  time,  therefore,  I  had 
no  greater  inducement  to  form  the 
line  than  I  had  on  the  morning  of 
the  former  day  ;  and  I  could  not 
have  formed  it  without  greatly  in- 
creating  my  diflance  from  the 
French  fleet,  contrary  to  that  plan 
of  operations  which  I  have  already 
fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  the 
Court. 

The  Vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
next  charges, 

44  That  although  my  fleet  was 
44  already  difperfed,  and  in 
44  diforder,  I,  by  making 
44  the  fignal  for  feverai 
44  fhips  of  his  divifion  to 
44  chafe  to  windward,  in- 
44  creafed  the  diforder  of 
44  that  part  of  my  fleet, 
sc  and  that  the  fhips  were 
44  in  confequence  more 
4 4  fcattered  than  they  had 
44  been  before  ;  and  that, 
44  whilftin  this  diforder,  I 
44  advanced  to  the  enemy, 
44  and  made  the  iignal  for 
44  battle.” 

In  this  part  of  the  charge  there 
is  a  ftudjous  deffgn  to  miflead  the 
underftanding,  and,  by  leaving 
out  times1  and  intermediate  events.* 
to  make  the  tranfaftions  of  half  & 
day  appear  but  as  one  moment. 

It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  read  it 
without  being  pofTeffed  with  tne 
£$]  ,  idea* 
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idea,  that  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
morning,  when  I  made  the  fignai 
for  fix  of  the  fhips  of  the  Vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue’s  divifion  to 
chace  to  windward,  1  was  in  the 
immediate  profpeCl  of  doling  with 
an  enemy  approaching  me  in  a 
regular  line,  and  all  their  motions 
plainly  indicating  a  defign  to  give 
battle  ;  inftead  of  which,  both  the 
fleets  were  then  on  the  larboard 
tack,  the  enemy’s  fleet  near  three 
leagues  to  windward,  going  off 
clofe  by  the  wind  with  a  prefled 
fail  ;  my  reafon  therefore  for 
making  that  fignai  at  half  pall 
five,  was  to  colled:  as  many  of  the 
fhips  to  windward  as  I  could,  in 
order  to  ftrengthen  the  main  body 
of  the  fleet,  in  cafe  I  fliould  be 
able  to  get  to  adlion,  and  to  fill  up 
the  interval  between  the  Victory 
and  the  Vice-admiral,  which  was 
occafioned  by  his  being  far  to  lee¬ 
ward  ;  and  it  is  plain  that  the 
Vice-admiral  muft  have  himielf 
underftood  the  objedt  of  the  fignai, 
fince  it  has  appeared  in  the  courfe 
of  the  evidence,  that  on  its  being 
made  the  Formidable  fet  her  main- 
fail,  and  let  the  reefs  out  of  her 
topfails :  and  indeed  the  only  rea¬ 
fon  why  it  was  not  originally  made 
for  the  whole  divifion  was,  that 
they  mull  have  then  chafed  as  a 
divifion,  which  would  have  re¬ 
tarded  the  beft-going  fhips,  by  an 
attendance  on  the  Vice-admiral. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation, 
when,  about  nine  o’clock,  the 
French  fleet  --wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward  on  the  (larboard  tack  ; 
but  the  wind,  immediately  after 
they  were  about,  coming  more 
foutherly,  I  continued  to  hand  on 
till  a  quarter  pall  ten,  at  which 
time  I  tacked  the  Britifh  fleet  to¬ 
gether  by  fignai  j  and  loon  after 


we  were  about,  the  wind  came 
fome  points  in  our  favour  to  the 
weftward,  which  enabled  us  to  lie 
up  for  a  part  of  them  ;  but  in  a 
dark  fquall  that  aboil  immediate¬ 
ly  came  on,  I  loft  fight  of  them 
lor  above  half  an  hour  ;  and  when 
it  cleared  away,  at  eleven  o’clock, 

I  difcovered  that  the  French  fleet 
had  changed  their  pofition,  and 
were  endeavouring  to  form  the  line 
on  the  larboard  tack,  which  find¬ 
ing  they  could  not  effefit  without 
coming  within  gun-fhot  of  the  van 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  they  edged 
down  and  fired  on  my  headmoft 
fhips,  as  they  approached  them  on 
the  contrary  tack,  at  a  quarter 
after  eleven,  which  was  inftantly 
returned  ;  and  then ,  and  not -  till 
then ,  I  made  the  fignai  for  battle  — * 
all  this  happened  in  about  half  an 
hour  \  and  mull  have  been  owing 
to  the  enemy’s  falling  to  leeward 
in  performing  their  evolution  du¬ 
ring  the  fquall,  which  we  could 
not  fee,  and  by  that  means  pro¬ 
duced  this  fudden  and  unexpected 
opportunity  of  engaging  them,  as 
they  were  near  three  leagues  a- 
head  of  me  when  the  fquall  came 
on. 

If,  therefore,  by  making  the 
fignai  for  the  line  of  battle  when 
the  van  of  my  fleet  was,  thus  fud- 
denly  getting  within  reach  of  the 
enemy,  and  well  conne&ed  with 
the  center,  as  my  accufer  himfelf 
has  admitted,  I  had  called  back 
the  Vice-admiral  of  the  red,  the 
French  fleet  might  either  have 
formed  their  line  complete,  and 
have  come  down  upon  my  fleet 
while  in  the  confufion  of  getting 
into  order  of  battle,  or  (what  I 
had  Hill  greater  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend)  might  have  gone  off  to 
windward  out  of  my  reach  a!tor 
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gefher ;  for,  even  as  it  was,  the 
enemy’s  van,  inflead  of  coming 
ciofe  to  action,  kept  their  wind, 
and  paired  hardly  within  random 
fhot. 

My  accufer  next  aflerts,  as  an  ag¬ 
gravation  of  his  former  charge, 

ft  That  the  French  fleet  was 
“  in  a  regular  line,  on  the 
<f  tack  which  approached 
“  the  Britifh  fleet ;  all 
“  their  motions  plainly 
“  indicating  a  defign  to 
“  give  battle.” 

Both  which  fafts  have  already 
been  contradicted,  by  the  tefli- 
mony  of  even  his  own  witnefies. 
That  the  enemy’s  fleet  was  not  in 
a  regular  line  of  battle,  appeared 
by  the  French  admiral  being  out 
of  his  flation,  far  from  the  center 
of  his  line,  and  next,  or  very 
near,  to  a  fhip  carrying  a  vice- 
admiral’s  flag  ;  and  from  fome  of 
their  fhips  being  a- bread  of  each 
other,  and  in  one  as  they  palled 
the  Englifh  fleet,  with  other  appa¬ 
rent  marks  of  irregularity  :  in^ 
deed  every  motion  of  the  French 
fleet,  from  about  nine,  w'hen  it 
went  on  the  flarboard  tack,  till 
the  moment  of  the  a&ion,  and 
even  during  the  aClion  itfelf,  I  ap¬ 
prehend  to  be  decifive  againft  the 
alledged  indication  of  defigning 
battle:  for,  if  the  French  admiral 
had  really  defigned  to  come  to 
aCtion,  I  apprehend  he  never 
would  have  got  his  fleet  on  the 
contrary  tack  to  that  on  which  the 
Britifh  fleet  was  coining  up  to 
him,  but  would  have  fhortened 
fail,  and  waited  for  it,  formed  in 
the  line  on  the  fame  tack  ;  and 
even  when  he  did  tack  towards 
the  Britifh  fleet,  the  alledged  in¬ 
dication  is  again  directly  refuted. 


by  the  van  of  the  French  fleet 
hauling  their  wind  again,  inflead 
of  bearing  down  into  aCtion,  and 
by  their  hoiking  no  colours  when 
they  began  to  engage. 

Notvvithflanding  thefe  incontro¬ 
vertible  truths,  my  accufer  im¬ 
putes  it  to  me  that  a  general  en¬ 
gagement  was  not  brought  on  $ 
but  it  is  evident,  from  the  tefli- 
mony  of  every  witnefs  he  has  cal¬ 
led,  that  a  general  engagement 
was  never  in  my  choice ;  ands 
that,  fo  far  from  its  being  prevent¬ 
ed  by  my  not  having  formed  the 
line  of  battle,  no  engagement, 
either  general  or  partial,  could 
have  been  brought  on,  if  I  had 
formed  it  :  indeed,  it  is  a  contra¬ 
diction  in  terms,  to  fpeak  of  a 
general  engagement,  where  the 
fleet  that  has  the  wind,  tacks  to 
pafs  the  fleet  to  leeward  on  the 
contrary  tack. 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which, 
after  four  days  purfuit,  I  was  at 
laft  enabled,  by  a  favourable  fhift 
of  wind,  to  ciofe  with  the  fleet  of 
France. 

And  if  I  am  juflifiable  on  prin¬ 
ciple,  in  the  exercife  of  that  dif- 
cretion  which  I  have  been  fub- 
mitting  to  your  judgment,  of 
bringing  on,  at  all  events,  an  un¬ 
willing  enemy  to  battle,  I  am 
certainly  not  called  upon  to  de- 
feend  to  all  the  minutise  of  con- 
fequences  refulting  from  fuch  en¬ 
terprise  ;  even  if  fuch  had  enfued, 
as  my  accufer  has  aflerted,  but 
which  his  own  witnefles  have  not 
only  failed  to  eftablifh,  but  abfo- 
lutely  refuted.  It  would  be  an 
infult  on  the  underftanding  of  the 
Court,  were  I  to  offer  any  argu¬ 
ments  to  fliew,  that  Ihips  which 
engage  without  a  line  of  battle  can¬ 
not  foclofely,  uniformly,  and  mu* 


276] 

tuaily  fupport  each  other,  as  when 
cjrcumftances  admit  of  a  line  being 
formed  ;  becaufe  it  is  feif-evident, 
and  is  the  bads  of  all  the  difci- 
pline  and  pradtice  of  lines  of  battle 
but,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  notwith- 
Handing  I  had  no  choice  in  mak¬ 
ing  any  difpofition  for  an  attack, 
nor  any  poflibility  of  getting  to 
battle  otherwife  than  I  did,  which 
would  be  alone  fufficient  to  repel 
any  charge  of  confequent  irregu¬ 
larity,  or  even  confufton,  yet  it  is 
not  neceiTary  for  me  to  claim  the 
protection  of  the  circumftunces  un¬ 
der  which  I  adied  5.  becaufe  no  ir¬ 
regularity  or  confuiion,  either  ex- 
iked  or  has  been  proved  ;  all  the 
chacing  {hips,  and  the  whole  fleet, 
except  a  fhip  or  two,  got  into  bat¬ 
tle,  and  into  as  clofe  battle  as  the 
French  fleet,  which  had  the  op¬ 
tion  by  being  to  windward,-  chofe 
to  give  them. 

The  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
him felf,  though  in  the  rear,  was 
out  of  action  in  a  fhort  time  after 
the  Victory ;  and  fo  far  from  bee 
ing  left  to  engage  fmgly  and  un¬ 
supported,  was  palled,  during  the 
adtion,  by  three  fhips  of  his  own 
.division,  and  was  obliged  to  back 
.his  mizen  topfail  to  keep  out  of 
the  tire  of  one  of  the  largeft  fhips 
in  the  fleet,  which  muft  have  con¬ 
tinued  near  him  all  the  reft  of  the 
time  he  was  palling  the  French 
lane,  as  I  Shall  prove  the  was  with¬ 
in  three  cables  length  of  the  For¬ 
midable,  when  the  firing  ceafed. 
Pleafe  to  read  the  next  article^ 

judge  Advocate.  The  fecond"  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  charge  is,  f*  That  after 
e‘  the  van  and  center  divifions  of 

the  Bidtifh  fleet  pafted  the  rear 
ei  of  the  enemy,  the  admiral  did 
not  immediately  tack  and  dou* 
3 


b’e  upon  the  enemy  with  thoftr 
two  divifions/  and  continue  the 
battle;  nor  did  he  collect  them 
together  at  that  time,  and  keep 
fo  near  the  enemy  as  to  be  in 
readinefs  to  renew  the  battle, 
as  foon  as  it  might  be  proper  5 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  flood 
away  beyond  the  enemy  to  a 
great  diftance  before  he  wore  to 
Hand  towards  them  again,  leav¬ 
ing  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
expo  fed,  to  be  cut  off. 

The  Admiral.  Sir,.  In  anfwer  t© 
this  article,  the  moment  the  Vic¬ 
tory  had  palled  the  enemy’s  rear, 
my  ftrft  objedt  was  to  look  round 
to  the  pofition  of  the  fleet,  which 
the  fmoak  had  till  then  obfeured 
from  obfcrvation,  in  order  to  de¬ 
termine  how  a  general  engage¬ 
ment  might  bell  be  brought  on 
after  the  fleets  fhould  have  palled 
each  other.,  I  found  that  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  \yith  part  of  his 
diviifon  had  tacked,  and  was  hand¬ 
ing  towards  the  enemy  with  top¬ 
gallant  fails  fet,  the  very  thing  I  am 
charged  with  not  having  directed 
him  to  do ;  but  all  the  reft  of  the 
fhips  that  had  got  out  of  adlioa 
were  ftill  on  the  ftarboard  tackx 
fbme  of  them  dropping  to  leeward, 
and  feemingly  employed  in  repair¬ 
ing  their  damages  :~The  Vidlory 

herfelf  was  in  no  condition  to 

< 

tack,  and  1  could  not  immediately 
wear  and  Hand  back  on  the  fhips- 
coming  up  a-ftern  of  me  out  of  the 
adtion  (had  it  been  otherwife  expe¬ 
dient)-  without  throwing  them  into 
the  utmoft  confufton,, —  Sir  John 
Ro fs,  who  very  gallantly  tried  the 
experiment,  having  informed  the 
court  of  the  momentary  neceftity 
he  was  under  of  wearing  back 

agaiiv 
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again  to  prevent  the  confequences 
I  have  mentioned,  makes  it  un- 
necefl'ary  to  enlarge  on  the  proba¬ 
ble  eftedt  of  fuch  a  general  ma¬ 
noeuvre  with  all  the  fhips  a-head„ 
Jcdeed,  I  only  remark  it  as  a 
ilrongly  relative  circumflance,  ap¬ 
pearing  by  the  evidence  of  a  very 
able  and  experienced  officer,  and 
by  no  means  as  a  juftihcation  for 
having  flood  away  to  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  beyond  the  enemy  before  I 
ivore,  becaufe  the  charge  itfelf  is 
grofly  falfe  in  fa  CL 

The  Victory  had  very  little  way 
while  her  head, was  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  although  her  damages 
were  confiderable,  was  the  firft 
ihip  of  the  center  divifion  that  got 
round  towards  the  enemy  again, 
and  fome  time  before  the  reft  were 
able  to  follow  her;  flnce  even  as 
it  was,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  able  to  clofe  up  with  her  on 
the  larboard  tack;  fo  that  had  it 
even  been  practicable  to  have  wore 
iooner  than  I  did,  no  good  purpofe 
could  have  been  anfwered  by  it, 
fince  I  muft  only  have  wore  the 
iooner  back  again,  to  have  col¬ 
lected  the  disabled  fhips,  which 
would  have  been  thereby  left  Hill 
farther  a-ftern- 

The  Formidable  was  no  other- 
wife  engaged  with  the  enemy  dur¬ 
ing  this  ihort  interval,  than  as 
being  in  the  rear,  which  muft  al¬ 
ways  ncceflarily  happen  to  fhips 
in  that  fit  nation,  when  fleets  en¬ 
gage  each  other  on  contrary  tacks, 
and  no  one  witnefs  has  attempted 
to  fpeak  to  the  danger  my  accufer 
complains  of,  except  his  own  cap¬ 
tain,  who,  on  being  called  upon 
to  fix  the  time  when  fuch  danger 
was  apprehended.  Hated  it  to  be 
before  the  Formidable  opened  her 
fire, — which  renders  the  applica¬ 


tion  of  it  as  a  confequence  of  the 
fecond  charge  too  abfurd  to  demand 
a  refutation.  Now  pleafe  to  read 
the  third.  Sir. 

Judge  Advocate.  The  third  ar¬ 
ticle  of  thecharpe  is,  “  That  after 
<£  the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue 
tc  had  pafTed  the  laft  of  the  ene- 
£<r  my’s  fhips,  and  immediately 
“  wore  and  laid  his  own  fhip’s 
t(  head  towards  the  enemv  again, 
6(  being  then  in  their  wake,  and 
at  a  little  diftance  only,  and 
^  expeCling  the  admiral  to  ad- 
t<r  vance  with  all  the  fhips  to  re- 
“  new  the  fight ;  the  admiral  did 
not  advance  for  that  purpofe, 
“  but  fhortened  fail,  hauled  down 
xt  the  fignal  for  battle  ;  nor  did  he 
<e  at  that  time,  or  at  any  other 
(i  whilft  Handing  towards  the  ene- 
my,  call  the  fhips  together  in. 
order  to  renew  the  attack,  as 
x<  he  might  have  done,  particu.- 
<c  larly  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red 
<(  and  his  divifion,  which  had  re- 
<£  ceived  the  leaft  damage,  'had 
“  been  the  longeft  out  of  action, 
££  were  ready  and  fit  to  renew  it, 
were  then  to  windward,  and 
“  could  have  bore  down  and 
fetched  any  part  of  the  French 
xx  fleet,  if  the  fignal  for  battl'e  had 
<c  not  been  hauled  down ;  or  if 
tx  the  faid  Admiral  Keppel  had 
x<  availed  himfelfof  the  fignal  ap- 
xe  pointed  by  the  thirty-firft  arti- 
“  cie  of  the  Fighting  Inftrudtions, 
“  by  which  he  might  have  odered 
thofe  to  lead,  who  are  to  lead 
f£  with  the  ftarboard  tacks  on 
£<  board  by  a  wind,  which  fignal 
x<  was  applicable  to  the  occafion 
tx  for  renewing  the  engagement 
(X  with  advantage  after  the  French 
<c  fleet  had  been  beaten,  their 
“  line  broken,  and  in  diforder. — 

[$]  3  “  In 
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In  thefe  inftances  he  did  not  do 
te  the  utmoft  in  his  power  to 
€s  take,  fink,  burn  or  deftroy  the 
“  French  fleet,  that  had  attacked 
fe  the  Britifh  fleet. ” 

1 The  Admiral.  Sir,  As  foon  as 
I  had  wore  to  fland  towards  the 
enemy,  I  hauled  down  the  flgnal 
for  battle,  which  I  judged  impro¬ 
per  to  be  kept  abroad  till  the  fhips 
could  recover  their  ftations,  or  at 
leaf!  get  near  enough  to  fupport 
each  other  in  adlion  ;  and  in  order 
to  call  them  together  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  immediately  made  the  ftg- 
nal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head,  a  cable’s  length  afunder,  and 
the  Victory  being  at  this  time  a- 
head  of  all  the  center  and  red  di- 
vifion,  I  embraced  that  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  unbending  her  maintop-fail, 
which  was  totally  unferviceable, 
and  in  doing  which  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
pedition  was  ufed,  the  Ihips  a-ftern 
of  me  doing  all  they  could  in  the 
mean  time  to  get  into  their  ftations. 
To  that  no  time  was  loft  by  this  ne- 
ceflary  operation. 

The  Formidable  was  a-head  of 
the  Victory  during  this  period;  it 
was  her  ftation  in  the  line,  on 
that  tack;  yet  at  the  very  moment 
my  accufer  dares  to  charge  me 
with  not  calling  the  (hips  together 
to  renew  the  attack, — he  himfelf, 
though  his  ihip  was  in  a  manage¬ 
able  condition,  as  has  appeared  by 
the  evidence  of  his  own  captain, 
—and  though  he  had  wore,  ex¬ 
pecting  (as  he  fays)  the  battle  to 
be  renewed,  quitted  his  ftation  in 
the  front  of  that  line  of  battle, 
the  flgnal  for  which  was  flying, 
palled  to  leeward  of  me  on  the  ftar- 
board  tack,  while  I  was  advanc¬ 
ing  tq  the  enemy,  and  never  came 
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into  the  line  during  the  reft  of  tha 
day. 

In  this  fttuation  I  judged  it  ne~ 
ceflary  that  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
red,  who  was  tq  windward,  and 
pufhing  forward  on  my  weather- 
bow  with  fix  or  feven  fhips  of  his 
divifton,  fhould  lead  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  in  order  to  give  time 
to  the  fhips  which  had  come  laft 
out  of  aftion,  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages  ;  and  get  collected  together, 
and  the  flgnal  appointed  by  the 
thirty-firft  article  of  the  Fighting 
Inftrudtions  not  being  applicable, 
as  the  French  fleet  was  fo  nearly 
a-head  of  us,  that  by  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind  we  could  only 
have  fetched  them,  I  made  the 
Proferpine’s  flgnal,  in  order  to 
have  difpatched  Captain  Sutton 
with  a  meflage  to  Vice-Admiral 
Sir  Robert  Harland,  to  lead  the 
fleet  on  the  larboard  tack ;  but 
before  he  had  left  the  Victory  with 
the  orders  he  had  received,  the 
French  fleet  wore  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  forming  their  line  on 
the  ftarboard  tack,  their  fhips  ad¬ 
vancing  regularly  out  of  a  collec¬ 
ted  body,  which  they  had  got  into 
from  the  operation  of  wearing, 
and  not  from  any  diforder  or  con- 
fufton  ;  though  had  fuch  diforder 
or  confuflon  really  exifted,  I  could 
have  derived  no  immediate  advan¬ 
tage  from  it,  not  having  a  fufh- 
cient  force  collected  to  prevent 
their  forming,  by  an  attempt  to  re¬ 
new  the  attack.  The  Vi&ory  was 
at  this  time  the  neareft  ftiip  to  the 
enemy,  with  no  more  than  three 
or  four  of  the  center  divifton  in. 
any  fttuation  to  have  fupported 
her,  or  each  other  in  adtion  ;  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  blue  was  cm 
the  ftarboard  tack,  ftanding  away 
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from  his  ftation,  totally  regardlefs 
of  the  fignal  that  was  flying  to 
form  the  line;  and  molt  of  the 
other  fhips,  except  the  red  divi- 
iion,  whofe  pofition  I  have  already 
Hated,  were  far  a-llern,  and  five 
difabled  fhips  at  a  great  dillance 
on  the  lee  quarter. 

Mod  of  thefe  fadls  are  already 
ellabliihed  by  my  accufer’s  own 
evidence  ;  and  I  fhall  prove  and 
confirm  them  all  by  the  teftimony 
of  that  part  of  the  fleet,  whofe 
fituations  will  enable  them  to  fpeak 
to  them  with  certainty. 

I  trull  they  will  convince  the 
court,  that  I  had  it  not  in  my 
power  to  colled:  the  fleet  together 
to  renew  the  fieht  at  that  time, 

o  m 

and  that  from  their  not  being  able 
to  follow  me,  I  confequently  could 
not  advance  with  them  ;  that  I 
did  not  fhorten  fail,  but  only  Ihift- 
ed  an  unferviceable  one  when  I 
was  far  a-head,  and  the  fhips  un¬ 
able  to  follow  ;  that  I  did  not  haul 
down  the  fignal  for  battle  till  it 
ceafed  to  be  capable  of  producing 
any  good  effed ;  that  during  the 
whole  time  I  flood  towards  the 
enemy,  I  endeavoured  by  the  moll 
forcible  of  all  fignals,  the  fignal 
for  the  line  of  battle,  to  call  the 
fhips  together,  in  order  to  renew 
the  attack  ;  that  I  did  avail  my- 
felf  of  the  fhips  that  were  with  the 
vice-admiral  of  the  red,  as  far  as 
circumllances  admitted  ;  and  that 
1  therefore  did  do  the  utmoll  in 
my  power  to  take,  fink,  burn,  and 
deftroy  the  French  fleet,  which 
had  attacked  the  Britiih  fleet. 
Read  the  fourth  article  if  you 
pleafe. 

Judge  Advocate.  The  fourth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  charge  is,  te  That, 
4‘  inliead  of  advancing  to  renew 


<f  the  engagement,  as  in  the  pre- 
“  ceding  articles  is  alledged, 
“  and  as  he  might  and  ought  to 
“  have  done,  the  admiral  wore 
44  and  made  fail  diredlly  from  the 
“  enemy ;  and  thus  he  led  the 
“  whole  Britifh  fleet  away  from 
“  them,  which  gave  them  the  op- 
“  portunity  to  rally  unmollelled, 
(<  and  to  form  again  into  a  line  of 
“  battle,  and  to  Hand  after  the 
i(  Britiih  fleet. 

<e  This  was  difgraceful  to  the 
“  Britiih  flag  ;  for  it  had  the  ap- 
“  pearance  of  a  flight,  and  gave 
“  the  French  admiral  a  pretence 
“  to  claim  the  vi&ory,  and  to 
“  publifh  to  the  world  that  the 
“  Britiih  fleet  ran  away,  asd  that 
(c  he  purfued  it  with  the  fleet  of 

{{  France,  and  offered  it  battle.” 

* 

‘The  Admiral .  Sir,  The  French 
fleet  having  wore,  and  began  to 
form  their  line  on  the  llarboard 
tack  by  the  wind,  which  if  they 
had  kept  would  have  brought  them 
clofe  up  with  the  center  divifion, 
foon  afterwards  edged  away,  point¬ 
ing  towards  four  or  five  of  the  dif¬ 
abled  fhips,  which  were  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  to  leeward,  and  with  evi¬ 
dent  intention  to  have  feparated 
them  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet ; 
to  prevent  which,  I  made  the  fig- 
nal  to  wear,  and  Hood  athwart 
their  van  in  a  diagonal  courfe,  to 
give  protection  to  thefe  crippled 
fhips,  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying,  to  form  and  colled  the 
fleet  on  the  llarboard  tack :  and  as 
I  had  thus  been  obliged  to  alter 
my  difpofition  before  Captain  Sdt- 
ton  left  the  ViClory  with  my  for¬ 
mer  melfage,  I  difpatched  him  with 
orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of  the  red , 
to  form  with  hisdiviiionata  dillance 
a-llern  of  the  Victory,  to  cover  the 
[S]  4  rear. 
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reai%  and  to  keep  the  enemy  in 
check  ’till  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue  fhould  come  into  his  ftation 
with  his  divifion,  in  obedience  to 
the  fignal.  Thefe  orders  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  red  inftantly  obey¬ 
ed,  and  was  formed  in  mv  wake 
before  four  o’clock ;  when  finding 
that  while  by  the  courfe  I  fleered 
jto  protect  the  crippled  fhips,  I 
was  nearing  the  enemy,  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  ftill  continued 
to  lie  to  windward,  and  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  kept  his  divifion  from  joining 
me,  I  made  the  fignal  for  (hips  to 
windward  to  bear  down  into  my 
wake;  and  that  it  might  be  the 
better  diftinguiihed  (both  being 
fignals  at  the  mizen  peak)  I  haul¬ 
ed  down  the  fipmal  for  the  line  for 
about  ten  minutes,  and  then  hoift- 
pd  it  again.  This  fignal  for  fhips  • 
to  windward  to  bear  down  he  re¬ 
peated,  though  he  had  not  repeat¬ 
ed  that  for  the  line  of  battle ;  but 
by  not  bearing  down  himfelf,  he 
led  the  fhips  of  his  divifion  to  in¬ 
terpret  his  repeating  it,  as  requiring 
them  to  come  into  his  wake  inftead 
of  mine. 

Having  now  accomplifhed  the 
protection  of  the  difabled  fhips, 
and  the  French  fieet  ©on-tin urn?- 

t  ^  O 

to  form  their  line,  ranging;  up  to 
leeward  parallel  to  the  center  di¬ 
vifion,  my  only  objed  was  to  form 
mine,  in  order  to  bear  down  upon 
them  to  renew  the  battle  :•  and 
therefore,  at  a  quarter  before  five, 
after  having  repeated  the  fignal  for 
fliips  to  windward  to  bear  down 
into  my  wake  with  no  better  effect 
than  before,  I  fent  the  Milford, 
with  orders  to  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  red  to  firetch  a- head  and  take 
his  flatten  in  the  line,  which  he 
inftantly  obeyed  ;  and  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  being  fail  to 


windward,  with  his  fore  topfaif 
unbent,  and  making  no  vifible  ef¬ 
fort  to  obey  the  fignal,  which  had 
been  flying  the  whole  afternoon, 

I  fent  the  Fox  at  five  o’clock  with 
orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into 
my  wake,  and  to  tell  him  that  I 
only  waited  for  him  and  his  divi¬ 
fion  to  renew  the  battle ;  and 
while  I  was  difpatching  thefe  fri¬ 
gates,  haying  before  hauled  down, 
(he  fignal  to  come  into  my  wake, 

I  put  abroad  the  fignal  for  all 
fhips  to  come  into  their  flations, 
always  keeping  the  fignal  for  the 
line  flying,  fill  this  producing  no 
effect  on  the  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and  wearied  out  with  fruit- 
lefs  expectation,  at  feven  o’clock 
I  made  the  fignal  for  each  par¬ 
ticular  fhip  of  the  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue’s  divifion  to  come  into  her 
ftation  ;  but  before  they  had  ac- 
complifhed  it,  night  put  an  end 
to  all  further  operations. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  amongft 
thefe  fignals  I  did  not  make  the 
Formidable’s.  —  if  the  vice-admi¬ 
ral  chafes  to  confide r  this  as  a  cul¬ 
pable  neglect,  I  can  only  fay  that 
it  occurred  to  me,  to  treat  him 
with  a  delicacy  due  to  his  rank,  y 
which  had  fome  time  before  in¬ 
duced  me  to  fend  him  the  me  flags 
by  C  apiam  Wiudfor;  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  which  he  has  already  faith¬ 
fully  related  to  the  court. 

I  truft  I  have  little  reafon  to  ap? 
prehend  that  you  will  be  inclined 
to  confider  mv  conduct,  as  1  have 
dated  it,  in  anfwer  to  this  fourth 
article  of  the  charge,  as  difgrace- 
fui  to  the  Britifh  flag  !  After  1  had 
wore  upon  the  fame  tack  with  the 
enemy,  to  procefl  the  difabled 
part  of  my  fleet,  and  to  colled  the 
reft  together,  there  would  ,  have 
been  little  to  do  to  renew  the 

battle. 
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battle,  but  bearing  right  down 
upon  the  enemy,  if  my  accufer 
bad  led  down  his  divifion  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  repeated  fignals  and 
orders  which  1  have  dated.  The 
Victory  never  went  more  than  two 
knots,  was  under  her  double  reefed 
topfails  and  forefail,  much  blat¬ 
tered,  which  kept  the  (hips  that 
were  near  her  under  their  topfails, 
and  buffered  the  French  Feet, 
which  might  ah /ays  have  brought 
me  to  action,  if  they  had  inclined 
to  do  it,  to  range  up  parallel  with 
the  center  under  very  little  fail  : 
and  it  was  to  protect  the  five  dis¬ 
abled  blips  above  mentioned,  and 
to  give  the  reft  time  to  form  into 
Tome  order,  that  I  judged  it  more 
expedient  to  band  as  I  did ,  under 
that  eafy  fail,  than  to  bring  to, 
with  my  head  to  the  fouthward. 
The  court  will  judge  whether  it 
was  pobible  for  any  officer  in  the 
fervice,  really  to  believe  that  thefe 
operations  could  give  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  flight,  or  furnifh  a  ra¬ 
tional  pretence  to  the  French  ad¬ 
miral  to  claim  the  victory,  or  pub- 
Jiih  to  the  world  that  the  Britifn 
fleet  had  run  away.  Ple^fe  to  read 
the  next  article. 

'Judge  Advocate.  The  fifth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  charge  is,  ‘‘  That  in 
((  the  morning  cl  the  28th  of  July, 

1778,  when  it  was  perceived 
*e  that  onlv  three  of  the  French 
‘c  beet  remained  near  the  British 
“  in  the  fituation  the  whole  had 

been  in  the  night  before,  and 
te  that  the  reft  were  to  leeward  at 
“  a  greater  diftance,  not  in  a  line 
“  of  battle,  but  in  a  heap  ;  the 
“  admiral  did  not  caufe  the  beet 
“  to  purfue  the  hying  enemy,  nor 
“  even  to  chace  the  three  blips 
5f  that  bed  after  the  left;  but,  on 


tc  the  contrary,  he  led  the  Britifh 
<(  fleet  another  way,  aire&ly  from 
(e  the  enemy. 

“  By  thefe  inftances  of  mifeon- 
“  dudt  and  neglett  a  glorious  op- 

portunity  was  loft  of  doing  a 
“  rnoft  effential  fervice  to  the 
<tf  ftate,  and  the  honour  of  the  Bri- 

tilh  navy  was  tarnibied.” 

The  Admiral .  Sir,  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  28th  of  july,  the  French 
fleet  (except  three  fail,  which  were 
feen  on  the  lee-quarter)  was  only 
vifible  from  the  maft  heads  of  fome 
of  the  blips  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
and  at  a  diftance  from  me,  which 
afforded  not  the  fmalleft  profpe6t 
of  corning  up  with  them,  more 
efpecialiy  as  their  blips,  though 
certainly  much  damaged  in  their 
hulls,  had  not  apparently  buffered 
much  in  their  mafts  and  fails  ; 
whereas  the  fleet  under  my  com¬ 
mand  was  generally  and  greatly 
blattered  in  their  mafts,  yards, 
and  rigging,  and  many  of  them, 
unable  to  carry  fail  ;  as  to  the 
three  French  blips,  I  made  the 

fi?nal  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morn- 

in?  for  the  Duke,  Bienfaifant, 

O  '  7 

Prince  George,  and  Elizabeth,  to 
give  them  chace,  judging  them  to 
be  the  propereft  Ihips  lor  that  pur* 
pole;  but  the  two  laft  were  not 
able  to  carry  bublcient  fail  to  give 
even  countenance  to  the  purbuit  ; 
and  looking  round  to  the  general 
condition  of  my  fleet,  I  faw  it 
was  in  vain  to  attempt  either  a  ge¬ 
neral  or  a  partial  chace.  Indeed, 
my  accufer  does  not  venture  to 
alledge  that  there  was  any  probabi¬ 
lity,  or  even  poili bility ,  of  doing 
it  with  effect,  which  deftroys  the 
whole  imputation  of  his  charge. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  I  truft: 

I  could  not  miftake  my  duty  ;  and 

I  was 


fy 

a* 
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I  was  refolved,  as  I  have  already 
before  obferved  in  the  introdudion 
to  my  defence,  not  to  facrifice  it 
to  an  empty  fhow  and  appearance, 
which  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  an 
officer,  unconfcious  of  any  failure 
or  neglect.  To  have  urged  a 
fruitlefs  purfuit  with  a  fleet  fo 
greatly  crippled  in  its  malts  and 
fails,  after  a  diftant  and  flying 
enemy,  within  reach  of  their  own 
ports,  and  with  a  frefh  wind  blow¬ 
ing  fair  for  their  ports,  with  a  large 
fwell,  would  have  been  not  only 
wantonly  expoflng  the  Britilh  fleet 
under  my  command  without  end 
or  object,  but  mifleading  and  de¬ 
feating  its  operations,  by  delaying 
the  refitment  neceffary  for  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  future  fervice  with  vi¬ 
gour  and  effed. 

My  accufer  aflerts,  by  a  general 
eonclufion,  to  the  five  articles  ex¬ 
hibited  againft  me,  that  from  what 
he  Hates  as  inftances  of  mifcondud 
and  negled  in  me,  a  glorious  op¬ 
portunity  was  loft  of  doing  a  moft 
effential  fervice  to  the  ft  ate,  and 
that  the  honour  of  the  Britilh  navy 
was  tarnifhed. 

The  truth  of  the  affertion,  that 
an  opportunity  was  loft,  I  am  not 
called  upon  either  to  combat  or 
deny ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me,  if  I 
fhall  be  fuccefsful  in  proving  that, 
that  opportunity  was  feized  by 
me,  and  followed  up  to  the  full 
extent  of  my  power ;  if  the  court 
fhall  be  of  that  opinion,  I  am  fa- 
tisfied ;  and  it  will  then  reft  with 
the  vice-admiral  of  the  blue  to  ex¬ 
plain  to  what  caufe  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
ferred,  that  the  glorious  opportu¬ 
nity  he  fpeaks  of  was  loft,  and  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  imputed  (if  the 
fad  be  true)  that  the  honour  of 
the  Britilh  navy  has  been  tar- 
niffied. 


Having  now  offered  to  the  court 
precife  anfwers  to  all  the  charges 
exhibited  againft  me;  I  fhall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  call  my  witneffes  to  Sup¬ 
port  thofe  anfwers,  and  of  courfe 
to  refute  the  charges  in  the  order 
in  which  they  have  been  made. 

I  fhall  call  them  not  as  a  prifoner 
commonly  calls  his  witneffes,  to 
oppofe  them  to  thofe  which  appear 
for  the  profecution— quite  the  con¬ 
trary,-—!  bring  them  to  fupport, 
confirm,  enlarge,  and  illuftrate  al- 
moft  the  body  of  the  evidence 
which  has  been  given  by  my  ac¬ 
cufer. 

But,  before  I  fit  down,  I  muft 
difcharge  a  duty  which  I  feel  my- 
felf  to  owe  to  the  reputation  of  a 
fervice  highly  and  juftly  favoured 
in  this  country,  and  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  fuffer  in  its  honour,  but  the 
nation  itfelf  will  fuffer  in  propor¬ 
tion. 

I  have  heard  it  afferted,  and 
contended  for  during  this  trial, 
as  an  eflential  and  indifpenfible 
right  of  a  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 
to  make  additions  and  alterations 
in  the  Ihip’s  log-book,  even  after 
the  original  entries  had  been  feen, 
examined,  and  approved  by  him- 
felf.  I  have  feen  this  attempted 
to  be  excufed,  nay,  even  juftified 
and  boafted  of  in  a  cafe  where  the 
alterations  and  additions  introduc¬ 
ed  matter  of  criminal  and  capital 
offence,  ackowledged  by  the  party 
to  have  been  introduced  months 
after  the  original  entries  were  in- 
ferted  ;  and  with  knowledge  that 
a  criminal  charge  had  then  been 
exhibited  againft  the  perfon  in 
whofe  trial  they  were  firft  heard  of. 
I  have  heard  this  attempted  to  be 
defended  where  the  moft  material 
of  the  alterations  and  additions 
were  certainly  not  fupported  by  fad. 

Upon 


APPENDIX  to  the 

Upon  this  occafion,  furely,  I 
am  called  upon  to  enter  my  proted 
againd  a  claim  which  fubje&s  the 
log-books  of  the  King’s  fhips,  that 
ought  to  contain,  if  not  always  a 
perfect,  yet  always  a  genuine  nar¬ 
rative  of  their  tranfa&ions,  when 
the  events  are  frefh  and  recent, 
when  they  cannot  be  midaken, 
and  can  hardly  be  mifreprefented, 
and  which  ought  never  to  be  al¬ 
tered  after  the  entries  have  been 
made  and  authorized. 

This  is  the  cafe  of  the  fird  alte¬ 
ration  of  the  log-book.  —  Another 
alteration  has  fince  appeared  in 
another  log-book  !  that  of  the  pro- 
fecutor  himfelf  !  little  differing 
from  the  former,  except  that  the 
perfon  that  has  adually  made  it 
does  not  appear  to  juftify  it;  that 
the  witnels  to  it  dates  it  to  have 
been  made  foon  after  the  engage¬ 
ment,  and  that  the  deftrudion  of 
fome  leaves,  and  fubditution  of 
others,  feems  to  be  rather  made 
for  the  purpofe  of  exculpating 
another  perfon  than  of  criminating 
me.  But  whatever  the  intention 
was,  the  thing  is  equally  UDjudifi- 
able  in  all  refpeds.  It  tends 
equally  to  deftroy  all  fort  of  ufe  in 
thefe  kind  of  records,  and  to  ren¬ 
der  them  highly  fallacious,  and 
poffibly  highly  dangerous.  I  do 
not  dwell  on  all  the  particulars  of 
that  unhappy  buflnefs  !  —  It  is 
painful  to  me,  and  the  nature  of 
the  tranfadtion  is  but  too  vifible. 
There  has  always  been,  and  pro¬ 
bably  will  always  be,  fomething 
flovenly  in  thefe  books,  and  the 
mailers  have  thought  they  have 
more  power  over  them  than  is  pro¬ 
per.  There  is,  however,  a  great 
difference  between  inaccuracy  and 
malicious  defign.  There  is  a  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  corredtion  or 
fupply  of  indifferent  matters,  and 
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the  cancelling  of  pages,  and  put¬ 
ting  in  others ; — omitting,  adding 
to,  and  varying  the  mod  important 
things  for  the  moll  important  pur- 
pofes. 

It  is  alfo  proper  for  me  to  date 
two  or  three  fads  to  the  court,  in 
order  to  place  the  condudt  of  my 
accufer  in  its  proper  point  of  view. 

I  admit  that  the  charges  he  has 
exhibited  againd  me  are  very  hei¬ 
nous. — They  exprefs  mifcondudt 
and  negligence  ;  they  imply  (and 
fo  the  court  has  underdood  them 
tt>  imply)  cowardice  alfo.  If  I 
ever  committed  them  at  all,  it  was 
in  his  prefence,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  a  numerous  corps  of  offi¬ 
cers,  who  being  called  upon  by 
the  court,  have  all  unanimoufly 
refufed,  or  I  trud  will  refufe  to  fix 
any  one  charge  upon  me.  I  have 
mentioned  before  the  circumdance 
of  my  accufer’s  iilence  for  months, 
during  which  he  was  called  upon 
by  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country 
to  have  dated  my  mifcondud,  if 
any  fuch  had  exided ;  and  his  re- 
fufal  to  do  fo  is  ftrong  evidence  of 
itfelf,  that  even  in  his  opinion  my 
conduct  was  liable  to  no  reproach. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  even  fo  late 
as  the  5  th  of  Odtober  lad,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  him,  dated 
at  fea,  conceived  in  terms  of  great 
good  will  and  refpedt  for  me;  in 
which,  having  occafion  to  men¬ 
tion  fome  prizes,  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  fleet,  he  conflders  that 
as  a  fubjedt  of  little  moment  to 
me,  affigning  this  as  a  reafon, 
<£  for  I  know  you  had  rather  meet 
“  the  French  fleet.” — That  fleet 
which  he  fays  I  fled  from  ! 

Is  this  confident  with  the  tenor 
of  thofe  charges? — Could  the  man 
who  wrote  the  one,  believe  the 
other  ? — It  is  abfolutely  impofflble. 
—-1  canno?  produce  this  letter  in 

evidence  °9 
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evidence;  but  when  I  go  out  of 
the  court,  I  will  fhew  it  to  any 
gentleman.  who  is  defirous  to 
fee  it*. 

done. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  addrefs  the  public  by  a 
printed  nevvfpaper,  dated  the  4th 
of  November,  principally,  as  it 
feems,  for  the  fake  of  afferting 
that  he  was  not,  and  infinuating 
that  I  was,  the  caufe  of  the  French 
fleet  not  being  re-attacked  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  27th  of  July. 

In  that  paper  he  positively  denies 
that  he  received  any  meffage  by 
Captain  Windfor  faying  a  word 
about  renewing  the  attack,  and  he 
calls  tile  contrary  affertion  a  falfe 
one. — Captain  Windfor  has  been 
called,  and  he  has  proved,  that  at 
five  o'clock  he  received  from  jne, 
and  at  about  half  paft  five  he  de¬ 
livered  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  him- 
felf,  the  meffage  to  come  with  the 
fhips  of  his  divifion  into  my  wake, 
and  that  I  only  waited  for  him  to 
renew  the  attack. 

This  account  of  Captain  Wind¬ 
for  has  been  attempted  to  be  dif- 
credited  by  the  profecutor,  who 
has  afked  Captain  Bazelv,  and  I 
believe  one  or  two  more,  whether 
it  was  not  at  a  later  hour  than 
Captain  Windfor  named. — I  fhall 
for  that  reafon  call  witneffes  to 
confirm  Captain  Windfor  in  all 
the  circumftances  of  his  teftimony. 

I  owe  it  to  him,  as  an  honour¬ 
able  man,  to  fhew  that  his  evi¬ 
dence  is  eorre&ly  true. 

I  will  prove  that  the  me  flags 
fent  by  me,  was  precifely  the  mef¬ 
fage  delivered  by  him  at  the  time 
he  fpeaks  to,  and  that  it  was  ex¬ 
actly  repeated  by  him  to  the  vice¬ 


Another  thing  more,  and  I  have 


admiral,-— yet,  after  his  own  ears 
had  heard,  at  half  paft  five  in  the 
afternoon  of  a  fummer’s  day,  that 
I  waited  only  for  him  and  his  di¬ 
vifion  to  renew  the  attack ;  this  gen¬ 
tleman  applies  tome,  ignorant,  ne¬ 
gligent,  cowardly,  as  he  now  repre- 
fents  me,  to  certify  his  good  beha¬ 
viour,  and  to  fupport  his  character 
againft  the  malice  of  his  enemies. 

He  applies  to  me  to  fign  a  pa¬ 
per,  containing  many  particulars 
direftly  contrary  to  the  evidence 
you  have  heard  upon  oath,  and 
which  I  will  alfo  fhew  to  any 
one  f . 

At  prefent  I  have  only  to  do 
with  one  of  thofe  particulars.  That 
paper  (concurring  with  his  at¬ 
tempts  in  this  trial)  contains  this 
affertion,  44  that  the  calling  his, 
44  and  vice  -  admiral  Sir  Robert 
44  Harland’s  divifions,  into  my 
44  wake,  in  the  evening,  was  not 
44  for  the  purpofe  of  renewing  the 
44  battle  at  that  time,  but  to  be 
44  in  readinefs  for  it  in  the  morn- 
44  ing.”  This  my  accufer  had  the 
confidence  to  tender  to  me  to  fign. 

To  fign  an  affertion  of  a  fadt  ab- 
folutely  unfounded  ;  the  contrary 
of  which  I  know  to  be  true,  and 
the  contrary  of  which  Captain 
Windfor  has  proved,  and  my  ac¬ 
cufer  knew  to  be  true. 

How  that  gentleman  felt  when 
this  came  out  I  know  not  ;  but  if 
I  could  conceive  myfelf  in  the 
fame  fituation,  I  know  that  it 
would  be  difficult  to  exprefs  what 
I  fhould  feel.  1  cannot  * wifo  fo  hea¬ 
vy  a  pum foment  to  myworfi  enemy * 

The  examination  of  evidence  in 
the  admiral’s  defence  continued  to 
the  8th  of  Feb.  when  it  was  finally 
clofed;  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  the 


f  See  this  paper  in  page 


*  See  this  letter  in  page  293. 
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profecutor  having  claimed  a  right 
of  replying  to  the  defence,  the 
fame  was  objected  to  ;  and  the 
court  having  withdrawn,  upon  the 
queftion,  came  to  a  refolution, 
that  the  fame  was  unprecedented, 
and  could  not  be  complied  with. 

On  the  nth  of  February  the 
Court  met  ;  when  the  judge  Ad¬ 
vocate  read  the  opinion  of  the 
court  martial,  as  follows  : 

At  a  Court  Martial  afiembled  on 
board  his  Majefty’s  ihip  Britan¬ 
nia,  in  Portfmouth  Harbour, 
the  7th  of  January,  1 779,  and 
held  by  Adjournment  at  the 
Houfe  of  the  Governor  of  his 
Majeity’s  Garrifon  at  Portf- 
mouth,  every  day  afterwards 
(Sundays  excepted)  till  the  11th 
or  February,  1 779,  inclufive; 

PRESENT, 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  admiral  of  the 
white,  President. 

Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  vice-admi¬ 
ral  of  the  red  ;  till  the  clofe  of* 
the  fixth  day,  when  he  became 
unable  any  longer  to  continue 
his  attendance  on  account  of 
fi  cknefs. 

John  Montagu,  Efq;  vice-admiral 
of  the  red. 

Mariot  Arbuthnot,  Efq;  P.obert 
Rcddam,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of 
the  white. 

Captains  Mark  Miibank, 

Francis  Samuel  Drake, 
Taylor  Penny, 

John  Mo u tray, 

William  Bennet, 

Adam  Duncan, 

Philip  Boteler, 

James  Cranftxm. 

The  Court,  purfuant  to  an  or¬ 
der  of  the  Lords  Commiffioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  dated  the  3 tit 


of  December,  1778,  and  directed 
to  Sir  Thomas  Pye,  proceeded  to 
enquire  into  a  charge  exhibited  by 
Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
againft  the  Honourable  Admiral 
Auguftus  Keppel,  for  mifeonduft 
and  neglefl  of  duty  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July,  1 778,  in  fundry 
inftances,  as  mentioned  in  a  paper 
which  accompanied  the  faid  order  j 
and  to  try  him  for  the  fame  :  and 
the  Court  having  heard  the  evi¬ 
dence,  and  the  prifoner7s  defence, 
and  maturely  and  ferioufly  conft- 
dered  the  whole,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  charge  is  malicious  and 
ill  founded  ;  it  having  appeared 
that  the  faid  admiral,  fo  far  from 
having,  by  mifeondud  and  negledl 
of  duty  on  the  days  therein  allude 
ed  to,  loft  opportunity  of  render¬ 
ing  effential  lervice  to  the  ftate, 
and  thereby  tarnifhed  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  navy,  behaved  as 
became  a  judicious,  brave,  and 
experienced  officer  :  The  Court  do 
therefore  unanimoufly  and  honour¬ 
ably  acquit  the  faid  Admiral  Au¬ 
guftus  Keppel  of  the  feveral  ar¬ 
ticles  contained  in  the  charge 
againft  him  ;  and  he  is  hereby 
fully  and  honourably  acquitted 
accordingly. 

George  Jackson, 
judge  Advocate. 

Thomas  Pve. 

John  Montagu. 

Mariot  Arbuthnot. 

Robert  Roddam. 

Mark  Miibank, 

Francis  Samuel  Drake, 

Taylor  Penny. 

John  Moutray. 

William  Bennet. 

Adam  Duncan. 

Philip  Boteier. 

James  Cranfton* 

The 
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The  Addrefs  of  Sir  Thomas  Pye, 
Pefident,  on  delivering  the  Ad¬ 
miral  his  fword. 

Admiral  Keppel,  It  is  no  fmall 
pleafure  to  me  to  receive  the 
commands  of  the  Court  I  have 
the  honour  to  prelide  at,  that,  in 
delivering  you  your  fword,  I  am 
to  congratulate  you  on  its  being 
reftored  to  you  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  ;  hoping  ere  long  you  will 
be  called  forth  by  your  Sovereign 
to  draw  it  once  more  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  your  country. 

Copies  'of  Letters  between  the  Hon. 
Admiral  Keppel,  the  Secretary  to 
the  Admiralty ,  the  fudge  Advo¬ 
cate,  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 

Admiralty -office,  9  Dec.  1778. 

SIR, 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  vice-admiral 
of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fleet,  having  in  his  letter  of 
this  day’s  date  tranfmitted  to  my 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  a  charge  of  mifcondudt 
and  neglect  of  duty  againfl  you, 
on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July, 
1778,  in  divers  inftances  therein 
mentioned,  and  defired  that  a 
court  martial  may  be  held  for  try¬ 
ing  you  for  the  fame ;  and  their 
Lordfhips  intending  that  a  court 
martial  fhall  be  held  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  have  it  in  command  from 
them  to  fend  you  herewith  a  copy 
of  the  faid  charge,  that  you  may 
be  preparing  for  your  defence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Honble ,  Augufus  Keppel, 

Admiral  of  the  Blue ,  &  c. 


Audley-fquare ,  Khurfday  night , 
Dec .  10,  1778. 

S  I  R, 

The  very  extraordinary  contents 
of  your  letter  of  laft  night  made 
it  impofiible  for  me  on  a  fudden  to 
make  any  other  anfwer,  than  a 
bare  acknowledgment  of  having 
received  it ;  but  it  has  not  requir¬ 
ed  much  time  to  determine  me,  in 
juftice  to  my  own  reputation,  to 
inform  you,  that  I  am  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  fhall  think 
proper  to  order  me. 

At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  I  cleflre 
you  will  reprefent  to  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  my  utter  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  countenance  their 
Lordfliips  have  fo  far  given  to  this 
proceeding,  as  to  refojve,  on  the 
fame  day  on  which  fuch  a  charge 
is  exhibited,  to  order  a  court  mar¬ 
tial  againfl:  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  fleet,  on  an  attack 
from  an  inferior  officer,  under  all 
the  very  peculiar  circumftances  in 
which  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  now 
hands. 

1  am.  Sir,  your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 

Admiralty -office,  nth  Dec.  1778. 

SIR," 

I  received  yefterday  afternoon 
your  letter  of  the  10th  inftant,  ac¬ 
knowledging  the  receipt  of  mine 
of  the  9th,  tranfmitting  a  copy 
of  the  charge  exhibited  againfl  you 
by  Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Palli¬ 
fer  ;  and  this  morning  I  received 
your  letter,  dated  laft  night,  inti¬ 
mating  that  you  are  willing  to 
meet  a  court  martial  whenever  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  (hall  think 

proper 
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proper  to  order  one  ;  and  having 
without  lofs  of  time  laid  the  fame 
before  my  Lords  Coramlffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  I  am  commanded 
by  their  Lordfhips  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  propofe  to  order  a  court 
martial  to  be  affembled  on  Thurf- 
day  the  7th  of  January  next,  if 
you  think  you  fhall  be  ready  with 
your  evidence  by  that  time  ;  but 
if  not,  their  Lordfhips  will  order 
it  to  be  held  on  a  later  day. 

As  to  the  aftonifhment  you  ex- 
prefs  at  the  countenance  you  con¬ 
ceive  their  Lordfhips  have  given 
to  this  proceeding,  by  refolving, 
on  the  fame  day  on  which  the 
charge  was  exhibited,  to  order  a 
court  martial,  their  Lordfhips 
command  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  they  know  of  no  inftance  in 
which  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
upon  receiving  a  fpecihc  charge  of 
fuch  a  nature,  figned  by  an  officer 
of  rank  ferving  under  the  party 
accufed,  and  accompanied  with 
a  requell  for  the  affiembling  a  court 
martial  thereupon,  have  delayed 
coming  to  a  refolution  to  order 
one,  nor  would  they  have  thought 
themfelves  jultified,  if  they  had 
hefnated  to  take  the  neceffary  Heps 
for  bringing  the  matter  to  an  early 
and  legal  decifion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Honlle.  Admiral  Keppel ,  town. 

Audley-fquare ,  1 6th  Dec.  1778. 
S  1  R, 

My  counfel  having  informed 
me,  that  before  they  can  give  the 
bell  advice  in  their  power  upon 
the  charge  of  Six  Hugh  Pallifer,  it 
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will  be  neceffary  for  them  to  fee 
the  whole  of  my  inftrudlions  and 
correfpondence  with  you  ;  and 
that  it  may  be  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  whole  or  part  of  them 
before  the  court  martial,  I  defire 
you  will  acquaint  the  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty  there¬ 
with. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  K9 

Ph.  Stephens ,  Efq. 

Mr.  Stephens’s  letter  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  16th. 

Admiralty -office,  1  Sth  Dec.  1 778. 

S  I  R, 

I  received,  and  loft  no  time  in 
laying  before  my  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  your 
letter  of  the  16th  inftant,  refpefl- 
ing  the  communication  of  your 
inflrudlions,  and  correfpondence 
with  me,  to  your  counfel,  and 
perhaps  to  the  court  martial  that 
is  to  be  affembled  for  your  trial. \ 
I  was  in  hopes  I  Ihould  have  been 
enabled  by  this  time  to  have  fent 
you  their  Lordfhips  anfwer  thereto; 
but  as  the  inftrudlions  to  which 
you  allude  are  of  a  very  fecret  na¬ 
ture,  and  were  given  in  purfuance 
of  his  Majefty’s  commands,  figni- 
fied  by  one  of  his  Principal  Se¬ 
cretaries  of  State,  it  is  neceffary 
that  their  Lordfhips  Ihould  receive 
his  Majefty’s  farther  commands, 
before  they  can  with  propriety 
give  you  a  full  anfwer  to  your 
letter.  Their  Lordfhips  are  per- 
fuaded  in  the  mean  time  you  will 
not  communicate  thofe  inflrudlions 
to  any  perfon  whatfoever  ;  and 
they  command  me  to  affure  you, 
that  you  fhall  have  their  farther 

anfwer 
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anfwer  with  as  little  delay  as  pof- 
£ble. 

I  am,  Sir,  / 

Yotir  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens, 
Hon.  Admiral  Keppel ,  London , 

Letter  from  Ph.  Stephens,  Efq; 
in  further  anfwer  to  mine  of  the 
16th. 

Admirahy-ojficey  21ft  Deo.  1778. 
S  I  R, 

My  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty  having  acquainted  Lord 
Vifcount Weymouth,  his  Majedy’s 
Principal  Secretary  of  State,  with 
your  having  been  informed  by 
your  counfel,  that  before  they 
could  give  you  the  bed  advice  in 
their  power  upon  the  charge  of 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  it  would  be 
neceffary  for  them  to  fee  the  whole 
of  your  inftm&ions,  and  corre- 
fpondence  with  this  office ;  and 
that  it  might  be  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  whole  or  part  of  them  at 
the  court  martial ;  and  my  Lords 
having;  at  the  fame  time  defired  his 

o% 

Lordfhip  to  fignify  his  Majedy’s 
commands  with  refpedt  thereto; 
his  Lordfhip  has  in  return  inform¬ 
ed  them,  that  it  is  his  Majefty’s 
pleafure  they  fhould  fignify  to 
you,  that  you  mud  be  fenfibie  that 
there  are  parts  of  your  indru&ions' 
which  cannot  be  divulged  without 
great  detriment  to  the  date,  I  am 
commanded  by  their  Lordffiips 
to  dgnify  the  fame  to  you  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  to  inform  you,  in  fur¬ 
ther  anfwer  to  your  letter  of  the 
1 6th  inft.  that  they  cannot  con- 
fent  that  the  whole  of  your  faid 
inftrudtions,  and  the  correfpon- 
dence  above  mentioned,  ihould 
be  laid  before  your  counfel,  or  be 


produced  at  the  court  martial  f 
but  if  you  will  point  out  any 
parts  of  the  faid  inftruClions  or 
correfpondence  which  in  your  opi¬ 
nion  have  any  relation  to  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fleet  on  the  27th 
and  28th  of  July  lad,  you  will  be 
permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them  in 
the  manner  you  defire,  if  there 
fhall  appear  to  be  no  objections  of 
the  nature  above  mentioned. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  regard. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens, 
Hon.  Augujhis  Keppel . 

Audley-fquare ,  Dec.  23,  1778 
S  1  R, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of 
the  2 id  indar.t,  in  which  you  in¬ 
form  me,  that  the  Lords  Com¬ 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty  had 
acquainted  Lord  Weymouth,  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  Principal  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State,  with  the  contents 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th, 
That  his  Lordfhip  has  in  return 
informed  them,  <f  That  it  is  his 
tc  Majefty’s  pleafure  they  fhould 
(t  fignify  to  me,  that  I  mud  be 
et  fenfibie  there  are  parts  of  my 
indrudtions  which  cannot  be 
“  divulged  without  great  detri- 
fff  ment  to  the  date,  and  that  the 
<£  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
te  Admiralty  had  ordered  you  to 
ee  inform  me,  that  they  cannot 
ee  con  fen  t  that  the  whole  of  my 
ef  indruftions  and  correfpondence 
tf  with  you  fhould  be  laid  before 
my  counfel,  or  be  produced  at 
fC  the  court  martial  ;  but  that  if 
I  will  point  out  any  parts  of 
tc  the  faid  indrudtions  or  corre- 
tt  fpondence  which  in  my  opinion 


*r  has  any  relation  to  the  opera- 
tion  of  the  fleet  on  the  27 :h 
and  28th  of  July  1  aft,  I  (hall  be 
**  permitted  to  make  ufe  of  them 
in  the  manner  l  defire,  if  there 
“  be  no  objection  of  the  nature 
“  above  mentioned.” 

1  am  alfo  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  letter  or  the  i8th,  in 
which  you  informed  me.  “  That 
* ‘  it  was  neceffary  their  Lordfhips 
te  fhould  receive  his  Majefty?s 
“  farther  commands,  before  they 
<f  could  with  propriety  give  me 
“  a  full  anfwer  to  my  letter  ;  and 
<c  that  their  Lordfhips  were  per- 
fuaded  that  in  the  mean  time 
“  I  would  not  communicate  thole 
*l  in  ft  ructions  to  any  perfon  what- 
foever.”  In  anfwer  to  which, 
I  muft  defire  you  will  acquaint 
their  Lordfhips,  that  I  neither 
have  made,  nor  will  make,  any 
unneceftary  communications  of  my 
inftrudtions  ;  nor  are  even  my 
counfel  yet  apprized  of  any  part 
of  them.  But  in  anfwer  to  your 
letter  of  the  21ft,  I  muft  beg  of 
you  to  inform  their  Lordfhips, 
that  they  have  totally  mifunder- 
ftood  my  letter  of  the  1 6th,  if 
they  imagined  that,  when  put  up¬ 
on  my  trial  for  the  defence  of  mv 
life  and  honour,  I  could  think  of 
afking  any  permiflion  to  produce 
before  the  court  which  is  to  try 
me,  any  circumftance  which,  in 
my  own  opinion  or  that  of  my 
counfel,  may  in  any  degree  be 
lifeful  for  my  defence.  No,  Sir  ; 
my  letter  of  the  16th  was  not  to 
afk  leave  to  do  what  by  every  rule 
of  juftice  is  my  right.  In  refpeCt 
to  the  laft  paragraph  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  That  if  I  will 
point  out  any  parts  of  fuch  in- 
tl  ftruftions  or  correfpondence 
“  which  in  my  opinion  has  any 
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relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
fleet  on  the  27th  and  28th  of 
“  July  laft,  I  (hall  be  permitted 
te  to  make  ufe  of  '■hern  in  the 
“  manner  I  defire,  if  there  lhali 
<e  appear.no  objections  of  the  na- 
<f  ture  above  mentioned  3”  lean 
only  fay,  that  I  conceive  that  my 
inftruCtions,  and  every  part  of 
them,  muft  neceftarily  have  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  operation  of  the  fleet 
on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July  laft, 
and  on  every  day  it  was  adding 
under  my  command,  and  that  I 
was  aCting  under  thofe  inftruc- 
tions.  As  to  my  pointing  out  the 
particular  parts  which  I  conceive 
may  be  moft  ufeful  to  me,  and. 
opening  my  defence  to  that  Board 
of  whofe  conduct  towards  me  in 
this  bufinefs  I  have  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain,  where  the  accufations  a- 
gainft  me  originated,  and  where 
my  accufer  has  a  feat,  it  cannot 
on  reflection  be  expected  ;  nor  can 
I  believe  their  Lordfhips  intend, 
that  when  they  put  me  on  my  trial 
they  are  to  limit  me  by  their  dif- 

9  < 

cretion  in  the  ufe  of  fuch  means 
as  I  may  think  expedient  for  my 
defence,  and  that  they  propofe  to 
diftrefs  me  by  fuch  an  alternative, 
as  that  I  rrnaft  neceflarily  (accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ftatement)  either 
bring  detriment  on  the  ftate,  or 
prejudice  to  my  own  juft’fication, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  K. 

Ph.  Stephens y  E/q. 

Audley-fquare ,  Dec.  26,  1778. 
S  I  R, 

I  received  yefterday  your  letter 
of  the  24th,  in  anfwer  to  mine  fo 
you  of  the  fame  day,  informing 
me,  that  in  addition  to  what  is 
mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
[ T]  .  1 2bh 
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i  2th  inftant  concerning  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  Captain  Windfor,  and 
the  firft  lieutenant  of  his  Majeify’s 
late  ih ip  Fox,  at  the  court  martial 
to  be  held  for  my  trial  on  the  7th 
of  next  month,  that  their  Lo-rd- 
ihips,  on  the  fame  day,  defired 
Lord  Weymouth,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jerty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
ihould  appear  to  him  to  be  proper 
for  procuring  their  appearance  at 
the  time  afore  -  mentioned  ;  and 
further  to  inform  me  it  is  not  their 
i/Ordfhips*  intention  that  the  court 
ihould  lit  until  the  effedts  of  the 
afore- mentioned  application  is 
known. 

This  information  leads  me  to 
apprehend  a  poihbilitv  of  the  en¬ 
quiry  being  put  oft  ;  and  any  de¬ 
lay,  I  much  fear,  will  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  ferious  detriment  to  my 
country,  in  the  detaining  fo  many 
other  officers  from  the  public  fer- 
vice.  —  From  this  confide  ration  f 
remain  of  opinion,  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Captain  Windfor  and  of 
his  lieutenant  may  be  material  at 
the  trial  :  I  mu, ft  repeat  what  I 
wrote  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
1 1  tli  inftanr,  that  from  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  return  of  thofe  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  England,  it  is  my  wifh 
not  to  have  the  court  martial  put 
©ft  on  that  account. 

1  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  £. 

Pb.  Stephens,  Efq.. 

P h  .  Stephens,  E fq ;  in  a nfwer  to 
mine  of  the  23d. 

Admiralty -ef.ee,  zrjth  Dec.  177&. 

S  I  R, 

Having  laid  1  efbre  my  Lords 
Comm illi oners  of  the  Admiralty 
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your  letter  of  the  23d.  inftant 
their  Lordfhips,  in  anfwer  to  tha 
part  of  it  which  relates  to  the. 
accufation  againfl  you,  command 
me  to  inform  you,  that  the  accuf¬ 
ation  did  not  originate  from  their: 
Board,  but  from  Sir  Hugh  Palli- 
fer,  whole  attendance  there  has 
been  difpenfed  with  ever  lince. 

Their  Lordfhips  having  already 
communicated  to  you  his  Majef- 
ty’s  pleafure  with  regard  to  your 
fecret  inftrudlions,  cannot  think  it 
neceftary  to  fay  any  thing  further 
to  you  upon  that  fubjedt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient, 
h-umbie  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephen's* 

Honble .  Augufus  Keppel , 

Admiral  of  the  Blue,  tu  c. 

Admiralty- fee,  27  Dec.  177S.. 
S  I  R, 

Vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer 
having,  in  his  letter  of  yefterday’s 
date,  acquainted  my  Lords  Com- 
miftioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that, 
as  the  witneffes  will  be  alTembled 
at  your  trial,  he  fhall  he  ready, 
?s  foon  as  that  trial  is  over,  to 
vindicate  his  own  condudl  and 
behaviour  on  the  2.7th  of  July, 
1778  ;  and  he  having  therefore 
defired  that  their  Lordfhips  will 
be  pleafed  to  require  you  to  give 
in  your  charge  as  foon  as-  may  be, 
if  you  have  any  to  make  againft 
him  ;  I  am  commanded  by  their 
Lordfhips  to  fend  you  herewith  a 
copy  of  the  faid  letter,  and  to 
fignify  their  direction*  that  if  you 
have  any  thing  to  charge  againft 
the  condudl  of  Vice-admiral  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  you  do  tranfmi* 


I*  s,* 
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ttae  fame  to  their  Lordfhips  as  Toon 
as  may  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  molt  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Ph.  Stephens. 
HonhU.  Admiral  Keppel. 

Admiralty ,  2  6  Dec.  1778. 
S  I  R, 

As  the  witnefies  will  be  afTem- 
bled  at  the  trial  of  the  Honour¬ 
able  Admiral  Keppel,  I  beg  leave 
to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commif- 
ftoners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I 
fhall  be  ready,  fo  foon  as  that 
trial  is  over,  to  vindicate  my  own 
conduct  and  behaviour  on  the 
27th  of  July,  1778:  I  therefore 
defire  their  Lordfhips  will  be 
pleafed  to  require  Admiral  Keppel 
to  give  in  his  charge  as  loon  as 
may  be,  if  he  has  any  to  make 
again  ft  me. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Hugh  Palliser. 
Pb.  Step  hefts,  Efq. 

Audley-fquare,  Sunday  afternoon , 
27  Dec.  1778. 

S  I  R, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day*s 
date,  iiiclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  acquaint¬ 
ing  the  Lords  Commiftioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  as  the  wit- 
iiefTes  will  be  aftembled  at  my 
trial,  he  fhall  be  ready,  as  foon 
as  that  trial  is  over,  to  vindicate 
his  own  conduct  and  behaviour  on 
the  27th  of  July,  and  defiring  that 
their  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed 
to  require  me  to  give  in  Eby 


charge  as  foon  as  may  be,  if  I 
have  any  to  make  againft  him  ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  their* 
Lordfhips  are  pleafed  to  diredl, 
that  if  I  have  any  thing  to  charge 
againft  the  conduft  of  Sir  Pfugh 
Pallifer,  I  do  tranfmit  the  fame  to 
their  Lordfhips. 

I  deft  re  you  will  eXprefs  to  the 
Lords  Commiftioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  my  great  furprize  at  the 
contents  of  thefe  letters.  I  learn, 
by  another  letter  you  have  favour¬ 
ed  me  with  of  the  fame  date,  that 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer’s  attendance  at 
the  Board  has  been  difpenfed  with 
ever  fince  he  exhibited  his  charge 
againft  me.  He  appears  to  me, 
however,  to  think  that  he  has  loft 
no  part  of  his  weight ,and  influ¬ 
ence  at  the  Board,  when  he  pre¬ 
fumes  to  deftre  their  Lordfhips  to 
require  me,  in  my  prefent  fttua- 
tion,  to  employ  a  thought  about 
him,  in  any  other  character  than 
as  the  author  of  that  charge  ;  and, 
for  the  prefent  at  leaft,  I  muft  be 
excufed  in  declining  to  give  any 
other  anfwer  to  your  letter. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

A.  EL 

Ph.  Stephens,  Efq. 

Audley-fquare,  id  fan.  I  Jpg. 

S  I  R, 

The  Provoft  Marfhal,  who  was 
directed  by  the  Lords  Commif- 
ftoners  of  the  Admiralty  to  take 
me  into  his  cuftody,  informed  me, 
that,  as  their  Lordfhips  do  not 
mean  to  give  me  unneceftary  trou¬ 
ble,  he  was  permitted  to  take  my 
word  of  honour  for  my  appearance 
at  Portfmouth  on  the  7th  of  this 
month ;  1  have  given  him  my 
word  of  honour  accordingly,  and 
[T]  2  am 
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am  this  day  fetting  out  upon  my 
journey  thither,  of  which  l  defire 
you  will  inform  their  Lord fliips. — 

And  likeivife  that  you  will  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  I  beg  to  be  inform¬ 
ed  whether  the  flag  officers  of  the 
fleet  who  were  commanding  at  the 
More,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  at  the  time  their  Lord- 
Ihips  received  the  charge  again  ft 
me,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  Lordfhips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth,  in  a  fituation  to  fit  at  my 
trial. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

A.  Keppel. 

Ph,  Stephens ,  Efq. 

F ortf mouth ,  4 th  "Jan.  1 779* 

S.  I  R, 

I  made  an  early  application  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  after  being  acquainted 
by  Mr.  Secretary  Stephens,  that 
their  Lordfhips  intended  that  a 
court  martial  fliould  be  held  for 
trying  me  on  a  charge  of  mifeon- 
duft  and  negleft  of  duty  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  lail,  exhi¬ 
bited  againfl  me  by  Vice-admiral 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  that  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  King’s  fliips  ferving  in 
the  fleet  under  my  comm  arid  on 
the  27th  of  July,  might  be  fum- 
xnoned,  and  likewife  other  officers : 
and  fince  having  notice  given  me, 
that  the  court  martial  is  ordered 
to  be  affembled  for  my  trial  on 
Thurfday  the  feventh  inflan t,  and 
that  you  are  to  aft  in  your  office 
as  Judge  Advocate  at  the  faid 
trial ;  i  therefore  think  it  proper 
to  acquaint  you,  that  I  defire  the 
vvitneffes  whofe  names  are  inferred 
in  the  lift  that  accompanies  this. 


may  be  fummoned  to  attend  to 
give  their  evidence  before  the 
court.  Others  that  occur  to  me, 
that  I  may  have  occafion  to  call 
for,  I  will  tranfmit  to  you  their 
names  in  time,  as  I  may  judge 
their  evidence  material  or  necef- 
fary, — You  will  obferve  in  the  lift 
of  vvitneffes  the  names  of  the  Ho¬ 
nourable  Captain  Windfor  and 
Lieutenant  Bertie,  late  of  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  fhip  the  Fox. — Mr.  Secre¬ 
tary  Stephens  has  acquainted  me, 
in  confequence  of  my  application 
to  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  that  they  have  de fired 
Lord  Wevmouth,  one  of  his  Ma* 
jelly’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as.  fhould 
appear  to  him  to  be  proper  for 
procuring  their  appearance  at  my 
trial.  —  Though  the  evidence  of 
thole  gentlemen  may  be  material, 
1  have  informed  their  Lordfhips, 
through  Mr.  Stephens,  that  fhould. 
they  not  arrive  by  the  day  fixed 
for  the  affembling  the  court  mar- 
tial,  I  do  not  defire  it  may  be  put 
off  on  that  account ;  however,  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  know  from  you. 
Sir,  the  refult  of  the  meafures 
taken  for  their  return  to  England, 
and  if  they  are  likely  to  be  here 
by  the  7th  inflant. — I  beg  like¬ 
wife  to  be  informed  if  there  is  any 
objeftion  to  the  captains  fitting  as 
members  of  the  court  martial  to 
be  held  for  mv  trial,  who  have 
been  fummoned  as  vvitneffes  either 
bv  me  or  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  verv  humble  fervant, 

¥ 

A.  Keppel. 

George  Jackfon}  Efq, 

Judge  Advocate, 
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Ph.  Stephens,  Efq;  in  anfwer  to 
mine  of  the  2d. 

Admiralty -office,  \th  Jan.  1 779. 
S  I  R, 

I  have  communicated  to  my 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  your  letter  of  the  2d  inftant, 
acquainting  them,  that  you  have 
given  your  word  of  honour  to  the 
Provolt  Mar  dial  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  on  the  7th  inftant,  at  the 
court  martial  to  be  held  for  your 
trial  ;  you  was  about  to  fet  out  for 
that  place,  and  defiring  to  be  in¬ 
formed,  whether  the  flag  officers 
who  were  commanding-  at  the 

O 

Nore,  in  the  Downs,  and  at  Ply¬ 
mouth,  at  the  fame  time  their  lord- 
ill  ips  received  the  charge  againft 
vou,  have  all  of  them  been  chofen 
by  their  lordfliips  to  be  at  Portf- 
mouth  in  a  fituadon  to  fit  at  your 
trial  ;  and  I  am  in  return  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  their  lordfhips 
have  ordered  the  flag  officers  who 
were  commanding  at  the  above 
mentioned  places,  at  the  time  they 
received  the  charge  againft  you, 
to  repair  immediately  to  Portf- 
mouth,  and  hoift  their  Hags.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

humble  fervant* 

Ph.  Stephens. 
Hon.  Admiral  Keppel ,  Port '[mouth. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel, 
dated  Formidable,  at  fea,  9th 
of  OCtober,  1778. 

44  Thefe  prizes  coming  in  our 
44  way  are  not  unacceptable,  but 
44  I  know  you  would  rather  meet 
44  the  French  fleet. 

45  I  am,  with  the  greateft  re- 
44  gard  and  refpeCt,  dear 
44  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
44  humble  fervant, 

44  Hugh  Palliser.” 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer  to  Admiral  Keppel,  dated 
Pallmall,  3d  Nov.  1778. 

“  I  think  myfelf  much  intitled 
“  to  have  my  conduct  on  the  day 
“  we  engaged  the  French  fleet 
“  juftified  by  you.  Sir,  as  com- 
“  mander  in  chief,  from  thofe 
4 4  foul  afperfions,  that  I  confefs  I 
“  have  been  expecting  your  offer 
44  to  do  it  ;  1  have  waited  for 
44  your  coming  to  town  to  afk 
44  it  ;  being  now  informed  of 
44  your  arrival,  I  lofe  no  time 
44  in  defiring  you  will  contradict 
44  thofe  fcandalous  reports  that 
44  have  been  propagated  as  afore- 

44  mentioned,  by publifhingin your 

44  own  name  the  inclofed  paper, 
44  which  I  have  the  honour  to  in^ 
44  clofe  herewith,  or  fo  me  thing  to 
44  that  effeCt  that  may  be  more 
44  agreeable  to  you,  and  as  may 
44  be  agreed  on,  if  you  will  per- 
44  mit  me  the  honour  to  wait  on 
44  you  to-morrow  morning. 

44  1  muft  beg  the  favour  of  your 
44  fpeedy  anfwer,  that  my  honour 
44  and  reputation  may  not  be  far* 
44  ther  wounded  by  delays. 

44  I  am  very  refpeCtfully, 

44  Sir, 

44  Your  very  obedient, 

44  humble  fervant, 

44  Hugh  Palliser.” 

To  the  Honourable 
Admiral  Keppel ,  & c. 

44  Having  feen  a  paragraph  in 
44  the  Morning  Intelligencer  of 
44  the  5th  of  laft  month,  highly 
44  reflecting  on  the  conduCt  of 
44  vice-admiral  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
44  on  the  27th  of  July  laft,  when 
44  the  fleet  under  my  command 
44  engaged  the  French  fleet ;  and 
44  the  vice-admiral  having  inform* 
44  ed  me,  that  reports  to  the  fame 
[Z*]  3  44  purpofe 
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purpofe  have  been  propagated 
6i  by  fome  of  the  officers  of  the 
Victory;  I  think  it  neceflary, 
€t  in  juftice  to  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
**  to  publifh  to  the  world,  that 
**  his  condufl  on  that  day  was  in 
**  every  refpeCt  proper,  and  be- 
C(  coming  a  good  officer;  and  I 
*c  further  declare,  that  when  I 
made  the  fignal  in  the  evening 
for  the  imps  to  windward  to 
“  bear  down  into  my  wake,  and 
afterwards  for  particular  fhips 
**  of  Sir  Hugh’s  divifion  to  do  fb  ; 

he  repeated  thofe  fignals  pro- 
4(  perly,  and  that  the  calling  his 
and  vice-admiral  Sir  Robert 
(i  Harland’s  divifion  into  my  wake 
<c<  in  the  evening,  was  not  for  the 
purpofe  of  renewing  the  battle 
at  that  time,  but  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs  for  it  in  the  morning  ;  that, 
“  in  obedience  to  the  faid  fignals, 
**  fuch  of  the  fhips  of  Sir  Hugh 
4i  Pallifer’s  divifion  as  were  in 
**  condition  for  it,  did  immediate-* 
*£  ly  bear  down,  as  did  the  red  fo 
e<  foon  as  they  were  able  ;  fo  that 
4t  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer  and  his  whole 
divifion.  were  all  in  my  wake 
accordingly  the  next  morning 
before  day-light,  ready  for  en- 
0  gaging.” 


Votes  of  Thanks  cf  the  two  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  and  cf  the  City  of 
London,  to  the  Hon.  Admiral 
Augudus  Keppef 

(C  O  P  Y) 

S  I  R, 

have  the  fatisfaftion  to  have 
received  the  commands  of  the 
jHoufe  of  Lords,  nemine  Dijfentiente , 
to  tranfmit  to  you  the  thanks  of 
their  lordfhips  for  your  conduct  in 
defending  thisjdngdom,  protecting 


its  trade,  and  maintaining  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Britifh  flag,  expreifed 
in  the  fulled  and  highed  fenfe  of 
applaufe. 

No  private  voice  can  add  to  fo 
fplendid  an  encomium: — permit 
me,  however,  to  congratulate  you 
on  this  didinguifhing  mark  of  ap¬ 
probation,  which  a  grateful  coun¬ 
try  confers  on  your  zeal  and  merit 
in  the  fervice  of  the  public. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Thurlow, 

Ormond f  reel ,  16  Feb. 

_  1 779*  .  f 

To  the  Hon .  Adm.  KefpeL 

Die  Mart  is,  1 6  F ebruarii  y  IJJQ. 

Ordered,  nemine  Dijfentiente ,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal 
in  Parliament  affembled.  That  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to 
the  Hon.  Admiral  Agudus  Keppel, 
for  his  didinguifhed  courage,  con¬ 
duct  and  ability  in  defending  this 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad 
fummer,  effectually  protecting  its 
trade,  as  far  as  his  command  ex¬ 
tended,  and  more  particularly  for 
his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 
27th  and  28th  of  July  lad;  and 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  do  caufe 
the  fame  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the 
faid.  admiral. 

Ashley  Cowper, 

Cler.  Parliamentor. 

My  Lord, 

The  very  didinguifhed  notice 
which  the  Houfe  of  Lords  has  been 
pleafed  to  take  of  my  fervices  in 
the  courfe  of  the  lad  fummer, 
confers  on  me  the  highed  honour ; 
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the  advantages  which  their  lord- 
fhips  have  thought  worthy  of  their 
thanks,  are  due  to  God’s  bleffing, 
to  the  gallant  behaviour  of  many 
great  and  able  officers  who  have 
served  in  the  fleet,  and  to  the  bra¬ 
very  of  the  feamen.  I  can  only 
fay,  that  the  warmed;  gratitude  for 
this  great  honour  and  favour  will 
make  me  ever  defirous  of  meriting 
it  by  the  moil  ftrenucus  endeavours 
to  ferve  my  country. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  your  lord- 
fhip  my  beft  thanks  for  the  flatter¬ 
ing  and  polite  manner  in  which  you 
have  been  pleafed  to  communicate 
tome  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

1  #  _ 

with  much  refpedl. 

Your  lordfhip’s  molt  obedient, 
and  very  humble  fer van t, 
A.  Keppel. 

Jludley- Square , 

Feb.  17,  1779. 

cl'o  the  Rt.  Hen.  Lord  F’burlo-ve, 

Lord  Chancellor. 

(COPY) 

Jovis  1 8°  Die  F 'ebruarii ,  1 779. 

Admiral  Keppel  being  come  to 
the  Houfe ;  Mr.  Speaker  acquaint¬ 
ed  him,  that  the  Houfe  had,  on 
the  1  2th  inllant,  ordered  that  the 
thanks  of  this  Houle  be  given  to 
him,  for  his  dillinguifhed  courage., 
condudl,  and  ability,  in  defending 
this  kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  the 
I  aft  fummer,  effedlually  protedli-ng 
its  trade,  and  more  particularly 
for  his  having  glorioufly  upheld  the 
honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  on  the 
27th  and  28th  qf  July  Jail;  and 
Mr.  Speaker  gave  him  the  thanks 
of  the  Houfe  accordingly,  as  fol¬ 
io  wet  h,  ‘viz.. 

Admiral  Keppel, 

This  Houfe  have  done  you  the 
diffinguiflied  honour  of  ordering 


their  thanks  to  be  given  to  you  ; 
an  honour  never  conferred  but 
upon  extraordinary  merit ;  which 
thanks  it  is  my  duty  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  in  your  place. 

After  having  fat  fo  long  in  this 
chair,  I  hope  it  is  unneceflary  to 
declare  that  I  have  been  alwavs 

J 

happy  to  obey  the  orders  of  the 
Houfe;  and  I  have  now  a  parti¬ 
cular  fatisfaflion  in  that  obedience. 
— ‘Indeed,  every  generous  mind 
in  uft  feel  fatisfaflion,  when  the 
day  of  honourable  acquittal  fuc- 
ceeds  to  the  day  of  fevere  trial: 
and  this  pleafure  was,  I  believe, 
never  more  genera!,  nor  more  fln- 
cere,  than  upon  the  prelent  occa- 
fion. 

You,  Sir,  was  called  by  your 
Sovereign,  with  the  approbation 
of  all  deferiptions  of  men,  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  of  your  own  profeflion, 
to  a  ffation  of  the  utmolf  difficulty, 
and  of  the  higheft  importance. 
The  fafety  of  this  country,  and 
the  honour  ©f  the  Britilh  flag,  were 
trulled  in  voar  hands,  when  the 
enemy  was  expected  upon  our 
coafl ;  and,  notvvithftanding  the 
moff  able  difeharge  of  this  great 
and  momentous  trull,  you  was  ac- 
culed  of  mifeonduft  and  negledl  of 
duty.  But,  after  a  very  long  and 
full  inveftigation,  by  men  in  every 
refpeft  the  bell  qualified  to  judge, 
that  charge  appeared  to  be  ill- 
grounded  and  malicious ;  and  your 
judges  have  unanimoufly  and  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted  you,  and  have 
further  added,  that  your  conduct 
on  the  27th  and  28th  days  of  July 
lafl,  was  that  of  a  judicious,  brave, 
and  experienced  officer.  Surely 
then  it  cannot 'be  matter  of  furprize 
ithat  extraordinary  maiks  of  refpect 
and  efleeni  arc  i’hewn  to  fuch  a 
character.  We  now  know  with, 
certainty  that  our  'confidence  in 

[V]  +  yoa 
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you  was  not  uufpl&ced  ;  and  we 
entertain  a  well-grounded  hope 
that  there  hill  remain  among  ft  the 
naval  officers  talents  and  abilities 
fully  equal  to  this  dangerous  crifis, 

Amidft  this  general  joy,  I  can¬ 
not  help  repeating  the  lingular 
pleafure  which  I  feel  in  giving  you 
the  thanks  of  this  Houle,  which  I 
now  do,  for  your  diftinguifhed 
courage,  conduct,  and  ability,  in 
defending  this  kingdom  in  the 
courfe  of  the  laid  hummer,  effec¬ 
tually  protecting  its  trade,  and  more 
particularly  for  your  having  glo- 
riouily  upheld  the  honour  of  the 
Britifh  flag  on  the  27  th  and  28th 
of  July  laft. 

Upon  which  Admiral  Jfeppel 
faid, 

Mr.  Speaker, 

It  is  impoffible,  by  any  expreffions 
I  can  ufe,  to  do  puftice  to  my  feel¬ 
ings  of  gratitude  to  the  Houle,  for 
the  honour  they  have  done  me  by 
their  approbation  of  my  conduA. 

The  good  opinion  of  ray  fellow 
citizen?,  expreffed  by  the  repre¬ 
fer!  tatives  of  the  nation,  cannot 
but  be  received  by  me  as  a  moil 
acceptable  addition  to  the  fatis- 
fabtion  I  felt  in  the  recent  ieiitence, 
to  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
allude,  of  a  court  martial  j  the  re- 
fult  of  a  full  and  deliberate  inqui¬ 
ry,  ex pr chive  of  their  fentiments 
of  the  iubjebt  referred  to  their  ex¬ 
amination,  in  terms  equally  ho¬ 
nourable  to  themfelves  and  to  me. 

The  pleafure  I  feel  at  this  mo- 
pient  is  not  a  little  heightened  by 
the  unavoidable  recolleAion  of  the 
very  different  emotions  I  felt  when 
I  was  laft  in  this  Houfe,  and  in 
this  place. 

I  Ihould  be  guilty  of  great  in- 
iuftice,  if,  on  an  occafton  like  the 
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prefent,  I  negletled  to  inform  this 
Houle,  that  my  efforts  for  the  pub-, 
lie  fervice,  in  the  inftances  in 
which  the  Houfe  has  been  pleafed 
to  diftinguifti  them,  were  molt 
zealoufty  ieconded  by  many  as  gal¬ 
lant  and  able  officers  as  the  navy 
of  England  ever  produced  ;  to 
whole  attention  and  fpirit,  next  to 
the  divine  providence,  the  fuccefs 
of  thefe  efforts  ought  to  be  in  a 
great  meafure  aferibed. 

I  cannot  fit  down  without  return¬ 
ing  to  you.  Sir,  perfonally,  my 
particular  thanks,  for  the  very 
obliging  terms  in  which  you  have 
executed  the  commands  of  the 
Koufe. 


On  Saturday  the  20th  of  Feb* 
the  committee  appointed  to  prefent 
.Admiral  Keppel  with  the  freedom 
of  the  city,  having  waited  on  him 
at  his  houfe  ;  Mr.  Crofby,  the  fe- 
nior  alderman,  addreffed  him  in. 
the  following  manner* 

O 

Si  Admiral  ICeppel, 

The  citizens  of  London,  a- 
midft  the  acclamations  of  4  grate¬ 
ful  people,  beg  leave  to  exp  refs 
their  joy  on  your  honourable  ac¬ 
quittal  from  a  very  heavy  and  fe¬ 
vers  charge  of  negleA  and  mi  Icon - 
duA  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  July 
laft  ;  a  charge  which  appeared  on 
your  trial  to  be  ill-founded  and 
malicious. 

“  The  committee,  Sir,  who  now 
have  the  honour  to  wait  on  you  by 
order  of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commons  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  in  common  council  affiem- 
bled,  are  happy  in  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  teftify  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  your  conduA  in  the  many 
hgnal  fervices  done  to  your  coun- 
t  ry,  • 

“  i 
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<f  I  think.  Sir,  I  cannot  ex-  very  high  refpefl  and  gratitude 
prefs  their  ientiments  better,  than  which  the  members  of  this  court 
by  reading  to  you  the  unanimous  entertain  of  his  long  and  faithful 
refolutions  of  the  court  of  common  fervices  to  his  country, 
council. ”  R  I  X. 


Plumbe,  Mayor. 

Refolded  unanimoufly ,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  given  to 
the  Honourable  Auguftus  Keppel, 
admiral  of  the  blue,  for  his  long 
and  faithful  fervices  to  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  for  his  ready  acceptance,  at 
the  cal]  of  his  Sovereign,  of  the 
important  charge  of  commander  of 
the  Britilh  fleet  in  time  of  immi¬ 
nent  danger  ;  for  the  anxious  at¬ 
tention  that  appears  in  every  in- 
flance  of  his  conduct,  to  the  fafety 
cl  this  country;  for  his  judicious, 
able,  and  fpirited  behaviour  on 
the  27th  or  July  lad,  in  his  attack 
on  the  French  fleet ;  for  his  glo¬ 
rious  and  gallant  efforts  to  renew 
the  engagement  in  the  afternoon 
of  that  day  ;  efforts  rendered  un- 
fuccefsful  through  the  want  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  orders  by  the  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  ;  for  the  great 
protection  given  by  him  to  our 
trade,  to  which  entirely  we  are  in- 
debted  for  the  iafe  arrival  of  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  India  fleets ;  for  his 
animating  conduct  and  example, 
happily  followed  by  fuch  flgnal  ex¬ 
ertion  of  fpirit  and  intrepidity  in 
the  officers  and  feamen  of  the 
Britifn  fleet,  as  conveyed  terror  to 
our  enemies,  and  obliged  them  to 
feek  Ihelter  in  their  own  ports  by 
an  ignominious  flight. 

Refol'Wd  unanimoifly  y  That  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prefented 
in  a  box,  made  of  heart  of  oak, 
with  a  proper  device,  ornamented 
and  em belli Ihed  with  gold,  to  the 
Hon.  A uguftus Keppel,  admiral  of 
the  blue,  as  a  idiimony  of  the 


Admiral  Keppel’s  anfvver. 
i(  I  receive,  with  the  greateft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  the  approbation 
which  the  city  of  London  has  been 
pleafed  to  fhew  of  my  endeavours 
to  ferve  my  King  and  country. 
The  conftitutional  zeal  which  this 
great  city  has  ever  teftifled  for  the 
liberties  of  this  kingdom,  and  for 
the  fucceflion  in  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
Houfe,  renders  every  mark  of  their 
regard  a  very  high  honour.  I  am 
happy,  that  the  care  of  many  excel# 
lent  officers  and  brave  feamen,  len¬ 
der  my  command  laft  fuminer,  has 
contributed  to  the  prefervation  of 
their  trade,  which  makes  fo  large 
a  part  of  the  national  intereft.” 


Ext  rad  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Burgoyne  to  his  Confii- 
tuentSy  upon  his  late  Refgnaiion  ; 
with  the  Correfpondence  between 
him  and  the  Secret aries  of  JVar,  re¬ 
lative  to  his  return  to  America. 

ON  the  9th  of  Oflober,  1779, 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne  re- 
figned  the  command  of  the  Queen’s 
regiment  of  light  dragoons,  the 
government  of  fort  William,  ,^nd 
his  appointment  on  the  American 
ftaff.  As  this  resignation  appears, 
to  have  been  oceafioned  by  cir- 
cumftances  of  a  very  extraordinary 
and  fingular  nature,  we  have 
thought  it  proper,  in  a  work  of 
this  kind,  to  lay  before  the  public 
the  correfpondence  at  large  which 
puffed  between  him  and  the  Sec¬ 
retaries  of  War,  together  with. 

fu'ch 


) 


298]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


fuck  parts  of  his  letter  to  his  con- 
Hituents,  as  tend  to  explain  more 
fully  the  motives  of  his  conduct 
on  that  occalion. — After  briefly 
Hating  his  political  fituation  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  being  firfl  fent  to 
America,  and  the  Heps  by  which 
the  command  of  the  troops  defti- 
ned  to  make  a  jundion  with  Sir 
William  Howe  naturally  devolved 
£0  him,  the  General  proceeds  in 
the  following  manner  : 

“  With  thofe  claims.  Gentle¬ 
men,  to  the  countenance  and  good¬ 
will  at  lead  of  government,  I  pro¬ 
ceed  to  relate  the  treatment  I  re¬ 
ceived. 

•  I  had  exprefied,  in  my  pri¬ 
vate  letter  from  Albany  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  my  “  confi- 
dence  in  the  juilice  of  the  King 
ef  and  his  councils  to  fupport  the 
*s  general  they  had  thought  pro- 
**  per  to  appoint  to  as  arduous  an 
ct  undertaking  and  under  as  pof- 
fitive  a  direction  as  a  cabinet 
€t  ever  framed.”  I  had  in  the 
fame  letter  given  an  opinion  of 
the  enemy’s  troops,  upon  near  in- 
fpedion  of  their  numbers,  ap¬ 
pointment  and  difcipline. 

Furnifhed  with  thefe  materials, 
and  fupported  by  the  fidelity  with 
which  I  had  aded,  it  was  not 
thought  expedient  I  fhould  have 
accefs  to  the  King.  What  other 
fads  might  have  been  cleared  up 
by  my  interview,  and  were  vvifiied 
sot  to  be  cleared  up,  the  Secretary 
of  State*  only  can  inform  the 
world.  Dired  means  of  efFeding 
my  exchifion  from  the  King’s  pre¬ 
fence  were  not  pradi cable  ;  for 


the  cafe  was  unprecedented.  The 
pretext  adopted  was  as  follows  : 

It  was  luggefted  that  an  en¬ 
quiry  fhould  be  made  by  a  board 
of  gencnal  officers  into  the  caufes 
of  the  mtfcarriage  of  the  northern 
expedition  ;  and  a  court  etiquette 
was  invented,  the  foundation  of 
which  in  reafon  or  precedent  I  am 
not  acquainted  with,  ‘viz.  that  the 
perfons  whofe  condud  was  fo  put 
in  queftion,  fhould  not  appear  at 
Court  pending  the  enquiry.  No 
difficulty  of  the  competency  of 
fuch  a  court  was  then  fpoke  of, 
or  perhaps  thought  of,  by  any  but 
the  dark  defigners  of  my  ruin  ; 
the  meafure  therefore  could  nei¬ 
ther  affed  his  Majelly  nor  his 
Court  with  any  idea  of  farther 
hardfhip  than  the  delay  of  a  few 
days  to  my  appearing  in  his  pre¬ 
fence. 

This  arrangement  had  been 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
in  the  interval  between  the  notice 
of  my  arrival  at  Portfmouth, 
which  he  received  in  the  evening, 
and  my  vifit  to  him  in  Pall-mall, 
which  was  before  noon  the  next 
day. 

It  will  naturally  be  fuppofed 
that  the  flate  in  which  I  flood  was 
the  firfl  fubjed  of  converfation  ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  was  received 
with  much  apparent  kindnefs  ; 
explanations  palled,  but  they  were 
friendly  ;  I  was  heard  attentively, 
through  a  report  of  all  the  tranf- 
adions  fubfequent  to  the  Conven¬ 
tion  of  Saratoga  ;  and  I  was  led 
by  degrees,  and  without  fufpicion 
of  infid ioufnefs,  to  the  moil  confi- 


*  Whenever  the  Secretary  of  State  is  mentioned  in  thefe  papers,  the  perfon 
to  be  underflood  is  the  Secretary  for  the  American  department,  Lord  George 
£>ermain. 
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dential  communication,  on  my 
part,  of  fafls,  observations,  and 
opinions,  refpe&ing  very  impor¬ 
tant  objects. 

if  the  meafure  of  denying 
me  accefs  to  the  King  had  been 
undecided  before,  this  converfation 
was  of  a  nature  to  produce  a  de- 
cifion  ;  for  it  opened  truths  re- 
fpeding  the  dipofitions  of  the 
people  of  America,  and  the  ftate 
of  things  there,  very  di fibre nt  from 
the  ideas  which  (it  is  now  known, 
from  the  line  taken  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  in  the  late  enquiry) 
were  prevalent  in  the  governing 
councils  of  this  kingdom. 

It  was  not  till  after  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  my  communication  was  ex- 
haufted,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  drew  from  his  pocket  an  or¬ 
der,  that  I  fhould  prepare  myfelf 
for  an  enquiry  :  at  which  f  expref- 
fed  my  fullelt  Satisfaction,  till  he 
followed  the  order  with  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  etiquette  I  before 
mentioned,  that  I  was  not  to  ap¬ 
pear  at  court. 

Having  pitched  upon  this  ex¬ 
pedient  for  no  other  end  than  to  ex¬ 
clude  me  from  the  prefence  of  my 
Sovereign,  he  could  hardly  be  in 
pain  about  the  event.  If  the  ge¬ 
neral  officers  appointed  for  a  Board 
of  Enquiry,  fhould  coincide  with 
the  notion  that  my  parole  was  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  to  bar  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  this  would  put  off  my 
accefs  to  the  King  to  a  very  long 
day  :  but  if  the  general  officers 
fhould  not  enter  into  thefe  ideas, 
he  had  a  refource  left.  He  could 
not  be  unapprized,  that  fuch  a 
court  was  held  by  hiyh  authorities 

*  vj 

in  the  law  to  be  illegal ;  and  if  .1 
was  not  to  fee  the  K  ng  until  an 
illegal  or  queftionable  court  fhould 
piake  a  valid  report,  I  was  never 


likely  to  enjoy  that  honour.  Either 
way  I  was  not  to  have  the  benefit 
of  an  enquiry  ;  but  he  was  to  have 
the  advantage  of  the  pretence  of 
one,  in  order  to  (hut  the  door  of 
St.  James’s  againft  me.  This  has 
been  made  apparent  beyond  all 
poffibility  of  doubt,  by  every  part 
of  his  fubfequent  conduct  ;  but  at 
that  time,  though  I  faw  a  difgrace 
was  intended  me,  I  was  not  able 
to  eftimate  the  full  extent  of  it. 

Thus  prevented  in  my  intends 
ed  appeal  to  the  King,  and  as 
1  have  fatal  reafon  to  believe,  the 
King’s  ear  fecured  againft  me,  at¬ 
tempts  were  not  unthought  of  to 
deprive  me  of  a  voice  in  parlia¬ 
ment.  A  great  law  officer  of  the 
crown  made,  in  the  for?n  of  legal 
doubts,  a  long  and  methodical 
argument  againft  my  competence 
to  any  civil  duty  or  funClion  :  but 
it  was  not  found  fo  eafy  to  exclude 
me  from  vour  fervice,  as  it  had 
been  to  deprive  me  of  countenance 
at  court  ;  and  minifters  only  fhewx. 
ed  by  that  abortive  attempt,  what 
their  motives  were,  in  thofe  at¬ 
tempts  in  which  they  had  been 
more  fucceftful.  i 

Though  the  late  time  of  the 
feftion,  and  the  abfence  of  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Howe  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  parties, 
furnifhed  plauilble  arguments  for 
poftponing  a  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry  in  the  fummer  of  1778,  it 
was  evident  the  temper  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  was  inclined 
to  adopt  it  at  the  enfuing  meeu 
ing. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  J 
received  the  conditional  order  ax- 
nexed.  [No.  1.]  Though  it  bears 
the  King’s  name,  it  was  avowedly 
a  letter  of  the  cabinet  ;  and  there 
remained  no  longer  a  doubt  in  my 

mind 
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mind,  that  my  ruin  was  made  a 
meafure  of  ftate.  Few  adepts  in 
the  fcience  of  oppreffion  could 
have  formed  a  defign  better  fitted 
to  its  end  ;  and  it  was  likely  to  be 
fuccefsful,  whatever  part  I  fhould 
take.  If  I  went' — my  character 
was  loft  irretrievably — the  falfe- 
hoods  and  afperftons  that  have  frnce 
been  refuted  in  the  face  of  thole 
who  propagated  them,  were  al¬ 
ready  gone  forth:  the  numbers  of 
my  army,  and  of  that  oppofed  to 
me,  were  already  grofsly  miftat- 
ed  ;  contradictory  charges  of  floth 
and  precipitancy,  as  the  temper 
of  men  at  the  moment  feemed 
inclined  to  either,  were  fupported 
with  uniform  perfeverance  : — my 
friends  were  ftated  to  be  my  ac- 
cufers  ;  and  even  my  integrity, 
with  regard  to  pecuniary  trufts, 
was  glanced  at. 

If  I  fhyed,  the  King’s  order 
(as  it  was  fallacioufly  called)  was 
a  fpecious  topic;  and  it  was  not 
difficult  to  forefee,  that  it  would 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  gentle¬ 
men  that  well  knew  how  to  make 
the  utmoft  of  it  by  art  and  oppor¬ 
tunity. '  My  anfwer  [No.  2.] 
drew  from  the  cabinet  their  fecond 
letter  [No.  3.]  ;  and  I  give  them 
the  fatisfadion  of  knowing,  that  I 
felt  all  they  could  wifh  I  fhould 
feel  from  the  repetition  of  their  fe- 
verity.  I  faw  in  it  at  once  a 
doubt  of  my  veracity  refpe&ing 
my  health,  and  the  moll  contemp¬ 
tuous  difregard  of  all  other  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  1  had  claimed 
a  right  of  Haying  in  this  country. 

— -Fundamental  principles,  I 
thought  thepn,  of  juftice  and  ge- 
peroftty  due  from  all  governments 
to  thole  who  ferve  them  zealoufly, 
and  iu  fome  governments  held 
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doubly  due  to  fuch  as  in  their  seal 
have  been  unfortunate. 

Jt  muft  be  obferved,  that  the 
miniftry  kept  a  profound  filence, 
both  to  myfelf  and  the  public,  re- 
fpeCling  the  ratification  of  the 
convention.  The  fame  filence 
they  maintained  even  in  parlia¬ 
ment  long  after  its  meeting.  They 
were  perfectly  apprifed,  that  the 
enemy  had  fome  time  before  made 
the  want  of  that  ratification  the 
ground  of  their  refufing  to  give 
efreft  to  the  part  of  the  treaty 
which  was  favourable  to  the  troops. 
Thev  knew  alfo,  that  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  my  return  to 
England  was  t*o  negotiate  in  be¬ 
half  of  that  deferving  body  of  fol- 
diers  and  fubjeHs.  Their  defire 
of  my  delivering  myfelf  into  cap¬ 
tivity,  at  fuch  a  time,  and  under 
fuch  circumftances,  juftified  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  fufpicion,  that  in 
my  abfence  it  was  intended  either 
to  lay  to  my  charge  fome  breach  of 
faith  with  the  enemy ;  or  to  re¬ 
nounce  the  treaty  from  the  begin- 
ning,  and  by  rny  lurrendcr,  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  a £1  from  the  nation  to  my 
perfon.  Thefe  are  the  only  two 
cafes  which  I  believe  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  hiftory  of  nations, 
wherein  an  officer,  who  had  made 
a  convention  with  an  enemy,  had 
been  delivered  up  to  them.  The 
ratification  of  the  treaty  afterwards 
is  no  proof  that  fuch  intentions 
did  not  then  exift, 

I  will  make  no  farther  obferva- 
tions,  Gentlemen,  upon  this  firft 
correfpondence  between  the  War- 
office  and  me  ;  nor  fhould  I  have 
troubled  you  with  thefe,  but  that 
great  pains  are  taken  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  public  from  the 
pretended  order,  to  my  behaviour 

fines 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [201 


fince  the  receipt  of  it.  I  in  no 
wife  feek  to  evade  the  public 
judgment  upon  any  thing  I  have 
done'  :  but  I  claim  from  the  im¬ 
partial  and  the  candid,  a  confide- 
ration  of  the  pretended  order  it- 
jfelf,  in  its  principal  parts,  •viz. 
the  ground  upon  which  it  i-s 
founded  ;  the  novel-  fpecies  of 
cruelty  which  it  fuppofes  within 
the  power  of  'the  crown  ;  and 
la ftly,  the  exereife  of  fuch  doctrine 
bv  men  who  were  parties,  and 
againft  the  man  whom  they  were 
called  upon  by  their  ftation  and 
their  honour  to  confront. 

Nothing  farther  palled  during 
the  recefs  of  parliament.  I  avail¬ 
ed  myfeifof  a  diferetionary  power, 
as  1  had  a  right  to  do,  and  I  made 
it  no  iecret,  that  had  a  direft  or¬ 
der  been  fent  me,  I  fhould  have 
laid  all  my  commiHions  at  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  feet. 

During  the  lad  feiTiOn  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  an  inquiry  was  inftituted. 
The  detail  of  the  attempts  made 
by  the  minidry  to  defeat  it,  is  too 
notorious  to  be  neceffary  upon  this 
occafion,  They  at  lad  contrived 
that  it  fhould  be  left  imperfect  : 
but  in  fpight  of  every  manage¬ 
ment,  it  had  anfwered  my  pur- 
pofe  fo  far,  as  to  fix  upon  record 
a  body  of  evidence,  that  1  would 
not  exchange  for  ail  that  power 
could  bedow.  It  is  a  judification 
of  misfortune  by  the  voice  of  ho¬ 
nour.  It  is  there  apparent,  what 
the  army  under  my  command, 
who  felt  mod  and  faw  bed,  thought 
of  my  actions. — The  affections  of 
my  gallant  comrades,  unfhaken  in 
every  trial,  labour,  famine,  cap¬ 
tivity,  or  death,  enable  me  to  de- 
fpife  the  rancour  of  a  cabal  and  all 
its  confeq  fences, 


The  mod  important  purpofe  of 
my  return  to  England  having 
been  anfwered  by  this  vindication, 

I  thought  the  facrifice  of  my  com- 
midions,  the  fruits  of  the  greated 
part  of  my  life,  not  to  be  necef¬ 
fary.  I  knew  by  experience  what 
I  had  to  apprehend  in  point  of 
health  from  an  American  winter  ; 
but  1  fcqrned  to  plead  it.  Ccn- 
fcicus  of  my  integrity,  I  abandon¬ 
ed  my  public  accounts  to  the  ri¬ 
gorous  ferutiny  of  office  ;  and  I 
took  occafion  publicly  to  declare, 
that  fhould  it  dill  be  thought  ex¬ 
pedient  to  deliver  me  back  to  the 
enemy,  and  a  pofitive  order  fhould 
be  fent  me  for  that  purpofe,  I 
fhould,  as  far  as  in  me  la,y,  obey 
it. 

I  do  not  believe  any  man  who 
knows  me  doubted  the  fincerity 
of  that  indention.  I  am  berfuaded, 
the  framers  of  the  letter  of  the 
24th  September  were  particularly 
convinced  of  it.  The  mart  who 
embarked  in  the  fituation  I  did, 
in  the  year  1776,  could  hardly  be 
fuppofed  to  want  fortitude  to  un¬ 
dertake  an  American  voyage,  in 
the  fituation  in  which  I  made  the 
declaration.  An  order,  therefore, 
which  I  could  have  obeyed  without 
committing  my  honour,  would 
not  have  effected  my  ruin.  Time 
and  circumftances  furniihed  more 
fecure  expedients ;  which  I  fhall 
now  open. 

Occafion s  were  taken  to  vifit 
my  offences  upon  my  friends. 
Examples  refpading  my  neareft 
connections  need  not  be  pointed 
out,  when  I  am  addreffing  myfelf 
to  any  part  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cafter.  But  the  principle  extend¬ 
ed  far  more  wide  ;  and  did  not 
the  apprehend  on  cf  farther  hurt¬ 
ing 
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ing  the  men  I  love  retrain  me, 
I  could  produce  inflances  of  hard- 
Ihip  in  the  diflribution  of  mili¬ 
tary  preferments,  that  no  impar¬ 
tial  perfon  will  impute  to  any 
other  caufe  than  the  kindnefs  and 
£rien dihip  of  the  parties  to  fne. 

Thefe  inflances  of  perfecution, 
it  was  well  known,  affe&ed  me 
deeply.  There  were  others  yet 
more  irritating. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  thd 
npprehenhons  before  entertained 
of  an  invaficn,  by  the  declaration 
of  government,  became  a  cer¬ 
tainty.  Hardly  a  Britifii  fubjed 
could  be  found  fo  low,  fo  feeble, 
or  even  fo  profligate,  as  to  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  fervice  ;  while  un¬ 
common  premiums  were  raifed  by 
begging,  and  diflributed  to  volun¬ 
teers,  the  gaols,  and  even  the  feet 
of  the  gallows,  were  reforted  to 
for  other  recruits. 

In  this  declared  dilemma,  I 
know  government  were  not  Gran¬ 
gers  to  my  intention  of  fighting 
my  own  regiment  as  colonel  ;  or, 
ihould  its  deftination  not  admit 
the  honour  of  meeting  the  enemy 
in  that  capacity,  of  offering  my- 
felf  as  a  volunteer  in  the  ranks  of 
any  corps  that  might  be  more  for¬ 
tunately  fltuated. 

Thefe  feveral  feelings,  and 
many  others  incident  to  an  oppref- 
fed  man,  were  doubtlefs  duly  con- 
fidered  ;  for  at  the  crifis  when 
they  could  operate  mod  forcibly, 
it  was  thought  proper  mold  to  in¬ 
tuit  me  ;  at  the  crifis  when  the 
Ting’s  fervants  openly  announced. 


that  not  a  fhip  or  a  foldier  cotil4 
be  fpared  from  our  internal  de¬ 
fence,  a  fentence  of  banifhment 
was  fent  me,  and  even  that  not 
in  an  order,  but  a  reprimand  ; 
— a  fubmiflion  to  ignominy  was 
required  of  me  ;  for  to  put  me 
wholly  out  of  a  capacity  to  draw 
tny  fword  at  fuch  a  moment,  was 
virtually,  in  point  of  difgrace,  to 
break  it  ovef  my  head.  My  ene¬ 
mies  might  have  fpared  fuperflu- 
ous  provocations;  This  alone 
would  have  fufflced  to  prove  their 
fagacitv,  and  to  effedl  their  pur- 
pofe.  Let  it  not  be  fiippofed  they 
want  knowledge  of  the  human, 
heart.  There  are  among  them, 
who  can  difcern  its  receffes,  and 
have  the  fkill  and  the  triumph  to 
make  a  foldier’s  honour  and  fen- 
Ability  the  inllruments  of  his  own 
dellruction. 

I  could  no  longer  brook  the 
treatment  I  received.  My  letter 
of  the  9th  October  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  at  War,  [No.  5.]  contains 
my  general  fentiinents.” 

Corre/pondence  with  Lord  Barrington, 
[No.  1.] 

War- Office ,  June  5,  177S* 
SIR, 

The  King,  judging  your  pre-* 
fence  material  to  the  troops  de¬ 
tained  prifoners  in  New  England, 
under  the  convention  of  Saratoga  ; 
and  finding  in  a  letter  of  yours  to 
Sir  Williorn  Howe,  dated  April  9, 
177S,  “  that  you  trull  a  Ihort  time 
“  at  Bath  will  enable  you  to  re- 
“  turn  to  America*,”  his  Ma- 


jefty’s 

*  Paragraph  of  the  letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William 
Howe,  which  was  made  the  foundation  of  the  above  conditional  order. 

“  I  need  not  expatiate  upon  the  latisfadlion  I  fhould  feel  at  being  put 
f(  again  in  a  fituation  to  ferve  under  you,  as  foon  as  my  health  will  enable 
me.— I  truji  that  a  very  Jhort  time  at  Bath  will  ejfedl  that  purpofe * 

“  I  have 
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jefly  is  pleafed  to  order  that  you 

/hall  repair  ro  Boflon,  as  foon  as 

you  have  tried  the  Bath  Waters, 

«*  * 

in  the  manner  you  propofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  moll  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barrington. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyjie , 

Hertfoi  d-  Street. 

[No.  2.] 

‘June  2  2,  1778. 

-  My  Lord, 

I  have  confidered  the  letter  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
lordfhip  on  the  5th  indant,  with 
the  attention  and  refped  due  to  an 
intimation  of  the  King’s  pleafure. 
I  have  now  to  requeil  your  lordfhip 
to  lay  before  his  Majefty  a  few 
particulars  of  my  fituation  ;  and  to 
offer  to  his  royal  confideration,  with 
all  humility  on  my  part,  fuch  of 
my  complaints  as  admit  of  repre- 
fentation. 

My  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe, 
referred  to  in  your  lordfhip’s  let¬ 
ter,  was  writ  in  the  fulnefs  of  zeal 
to  renew  my  fervice  in  arms  the 
enfuing  compaign.  The  fatisfac- 
tion  of  fucceeding  in  that  applica¬ 
tion,  would  have  tended  to  my  re¬ 
covery,  or  for  a  time  might  have 
prevented  my  feeling  an  ill.  De¬ 
prived  of  fo  animating  a  fupport, 
and  vifited  by  new  and  unexpected 
anxieties,  I  have  now  recourfe  only, 
as  far  as  the  mind  is  concerned,  to 
a  clear  confeience,  perhaps  a  more 
tardy,  but,  I  trull,  as  efficacious  an 
affiftance. 


The  prefent  feafon  of  the  year, 
always  favourable  to  me,  gives  me 
the  appearance,  and  indeed,  in 
fome  degree  the  fenfation  of  health. 
But  much  care  is  llill  wanting  to 
reilore  me  to  my  former  f  ate.  The 
remedies  preferibed  me  are  repo fe, 
regimen  of  diet,  and  repeated  vifits 
to  Bath:  my  intention,  in  confe- 
quence,  was  to  remain  fome  time 
in  the  country,  to  repair  to  Bath 
for  a  fhort  time  next  month,  and 
to  return  thither  for  a  much  longer 
fpace  in  the  more  proper  fealon, 
the  autumn.  But  whatever  may 
be  the  benefit  of  all  or  any  part  of 
this  plan,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  to 
expofe  my  conftitution  to  the  next 
American  winter,  is  in  probability 
to  doom  me  to  the  grave. 

That  I  ffioald  not  helitate  at 
fuch  an  alternative,  in  circum- 
llances  of  exigency,  I  am  confident 
the  King  will  admit,  when  in  his 
grace  he  ffiall  recoiled  how  often, 
at  his  Majefly’s  call  in  this  war,  L 
have  reiinquiffied  private  duties 
and  affedion,  more  impulfive  upon 
the  heart  than  any  we  owe  to  ex¬ 
igence.  The  purposes  intimated 
for  my  prefent  attendance  in 
America,  would,  I  fear,  be  very 
different  from  fervices. 

The  army  I  commanded,  credu¬ 
lous  in  my  favour,  and  attached  to 
me  by  the  l’erics  of  conflids  and 
misfortunes  we  have  in  common 
fullained,  would  not  find  material 
confolation  from  my  return  in  dis¬ 
grace  ;  and  their  difappointment 
could  not  but  be  enhanced  by  fuch 
an  indication,  that  government  ei- 


<e  I  have  only  to  add,  my  trufl  that  you  will  continue  to  me  the  friendfhip> 
and  confidence  with  which  you  have  always  honoured  me,  and  that  you 
**  will  write  to  me  at  full  by  the  firll  opportunity,  how  I  can  be  employed  tu> 
**  fierve  your  views,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.” 

the  T 
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their  thought  it  inexpedient  to  ratify 
the  convention  of  Saratoga,  or 
defpaired  of  a  ratification  efre&uat- 
ing  the  redemption  of  that  army; 
for  they  would  not.  conceive  it  pof- 
lible,  bad  the  return  of  the  troops 
been  in  view,  that  any  perfon 
would  have  advifed  the  King  to 
what  then  might  have  appeared  fo 
harfh  an  ad  as  fending  an  infirm, 
calummated,  unheard  complain¬ 
ant,  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  merely  to 
infped  their  embarkation. 

Your  lordfhip  will  perceive  the 
parts  of  this  letter  which  apply  to 
the  Council  of  the  throne,  from 
whence  I  am  to  fuppofe  the  order 
1  have  received  originated,  and  in 
your  juilice  and  generoficy  you  will 
guard  me,  my  lord,  from  any  fup- 
pofable  preemption  of  expoliulat- 
ing  with  the  King  in  perfoh.  But 
I  apply  to  the  fame  qualities  in 
your  lordihip?s  mind,  for  pointing 
out  to  his  Majefty,  independently 
of  his  council,  other  letters,  among 
thole  tranfmitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  alledging  ether  reafons, 
and  thofe  more  prevalent  than  the 
attention  to  health,  for  my  return 
to  England ;  and  permit  me,  my 
lord,  to  add,  that  every  one  of 
them  receives  tenfold  weight  from 
what  has  happened  lately,  for  my 
continuance  in  England,  The  fpe- 
cial  reafon  upon  which  I  chiefly 
reft  at  prefenr,  my  lord,  is  a  vindi¬ 
cation  of  my  honour. 

Until  that  by  full  and  proper 
trial  is  cleared  to  my  Sovereign  and 
to  my  country,  I  confefs  I  fhould 
feel  a  removal  from  hence,  though 
enforced  by  the  term  duty,  the  fe- 
verelt  fentence  of  exile  ever  im- 
pofed  ;  and  when  the  time  and  cir- 
cumitances  of  fuch  removal  are  far¬ 
ther  confidered,  that  Britain  is 
threatened  with  invafion,  and  that 


after  an  enemy  has  fet  my  arm  at 
liberty,  I  am  forbid  a  fhare  in  her 
defence  by  the  council  of  my  own 
Sovereign. — After  thefe  confidera- 
tions,  can  I,  my  lord,  be  deemed 
offenfive  if  X  venture  to  declare 
that  fo  marked  a  combination  of 
difpleafure  and  hard  treatment, 
would  be  more  than  I  lhould  be 
able,  or  perhaps  ought  to  bear. 

My  caufe,  mv  lord,  thus  com- 
mitted  to  your  office  and  character, 
I  have  only  to  add  my  reliance  that 
you  will  do  it  juEice,  and  the  re- 
fpedt  with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  &c.  kc.  &c* 

L  ord  Bart  ingion , 

[No.  3.] 

War -Q fife,  Junezp,  1 778k 

SIR, 

I  took  the  firft  opportunity  of 
laying  before  the  King  your  letter 
to  roe,  dated  the  23d  inilant.  His 
Majeiiy  continues  to  think  your 
prefence  with  the  troops  taken  at 
Saratoga,  and  Hill  detained  pri- 
foners  in  New  England,  of  fo  much 
importance  to  them,  that  he  has 
commanded  me  to  acquaint  you  it 
is  his  pleafure,  that  you  return  to 
them  as  foon  as  you  can,  without 
any  rife  of  material  injury  to  your 
health, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  rood  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Barringtqm* 
Lieut .  Gen,  Burgyne. 

Correfpondence  with  Mr .  'Jetikinfon , 
[No.  4,] 

War-OJJice,  Sept.  24,  1779* 

SIR, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  King 
to  acquaint  you,  that  your  not  re¬ 
turning 
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taming  to  America,  and  joining 
the  troop?,  prisoners  under  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Saratoga,  is  confidered 
as  a  neg!e£l  of  duty,  and  difobe- 
dience  of  orders  tranfmitted  to 
you  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  in 
his  letter  of  5 th  June,  1778. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

See.  Sec.  &c, 

(Signed)  C. Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne. 

[No.  5.] 

Hertford- Street  y  Odl.  9,  1 779* 
S  1  R, 

I  received  your  letter  acquaint¬ 
ing  me,  “  that  my  not  returning 
“  to  America,  and  joining  the 
“  troops,  prifoners  under  the  con- 
**  vention  of  Saratoga,  is  con  ft - 
dered  as  a  negleCt  of  duty,  and 
“  difobcdience  of  orders  tranf- 
“  micted  to  me,  by  the  Secretary 
“  at  War,  in  his  letter  of  5  th 
4t  June,  1778.” 

During  a  fervice  of  more  than 
thirty  years,  I  have  been  taught, 
by  the  rewards  of  two  fuccefiive 
Sovereigns,  to  believe,  that  my 
military  conduCt  was  held  deferving 
of  more  favourable  terms  than 
thofe  which  are  applied  to  it  in  the 
above  recital.  I  have  received  from 
his  prefent  Majefty  in  particular, 
repeated  and  confpicuous  telti mo¬ 
nies  of  diftinCtion  and  good  opi¬ 
nion  :  and  I  fhould  have  been  the 
molt  ungrateful  of  men,  if  I  had 
not  felt,  and  uniformly  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  mark  the  warmeft  and  moft 
dutiful  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
together  with  a  punctilious  perfe- 
verance  in  the  execution  of  all  his 
lawful  commands. 

Under  this  fenfe  of  my  pad  fixa¬ 
tion,  your  letter,  itated  to  be  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  King’s  command,  can¬ 
not  but  affeCt  me  moft  painfully. 
Vox..  XXII. 


The  time  in  which  I  am  charged 
with  negleCt  of  duty,  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  to  vindicate  my  own  ho¬ 
nour,  the  honour  of  the  Britilh 
troops,  and  of  thofe  of  his  Ma« 
jelly’s  allies,  under  my  late  com¬ 
mand,  from  the  moft  bafe  and 
barbarous  afperfions,  that  ever  were 
forged  againft  innocent  men,  by 
malignity  fupported  by  power. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  charge* 
I  mull  firft  obferve  that  there  were 
two  letters  from  the  late  Secretary 
at  War,  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  my 
return  to  America ;  and  though 
you  only  ftate  that  of  the  5  th  of 
June,  I  conclude  it  is  not  meant, 
that  the  other  of  the  27th  fhould 
be  lupprefted,  as  it  is  explanatory 
of  the  former. 

The  fignification  of  the  King’s 
pleafure  therein  contained  being 
clearly  conditional,  and  the  condi¬ 
tion  depending  upon  my  own 
judgment;  I  am  unable  to  con¬ 
ceive  by  what  pofiible  construction 
it  can  be  confidered  as  difobe- 
dience,  that  1  have  not  fulfilled  an 
optional  condition  ;  and  I  am  rea¬ 
dy  and  defirous  to  meet  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  a  proper  tribunal  upon  that, 
as  upon  every  other  part  of  my 
conduCt. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  I  am 
not  told  who  it  is  that  confiders 
my  taking  advantage  of  my  parole 
for  the  purpofes  I  have  done,  as  a 
neglect  of  duty,  and  breach  of  or¬ 
ders,  and  has  fo  reprefented  it  to 
his  Majefty.  But  in  this  ftate  of 
ignorance  concerning  my  enemies, 

I  muft  fay,  as  well  from  duty  to 
my  Sovereign,  as  from  jultice  to 
myfelf,  that  they  who  have  abufed 
the  confidence  of  their  gracious 
mailer,  by  fuch  a  grofs  mifrepre- 
fentation,  merit,  and  I  truft  will 
meet  with  more  of  his  dilpleafurd, 

[£/]  riiae 
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than  they  wickedly  have  drawn 
upon  me. 

The  punifhment  implied  in  the 
order  referred  to,  you  will  obferve, 
Sir,  is  unufual  as  well  as  cruel. 
Whether  the  Minifters  of  the 
crown,  can  legally  order  a  Britifh 
fubjed  into  captivity  either  at  home 
or  abroad  without  trial ;  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  can  compel  an  officer  by 
virtue  of  his  general  military  obe¬ 
dience,  to  deliver  himfelf  to  the 
prifon  of  the  enemy,  without  any 
requifnion  on  their  part,  is  (to 
fay  nothing  llronger  of  it)  matter 
of  ferious  doubt.  On  pretence  of 
military  obedience,  1  am  ordered 
to  the  only  part  of  the  world  in 
which  I  can  do  no  military  fervice. 
An  enemy’s  prifon  is  not  the 
King’s  garrifon,  nor  is  any  thing 
to  be  done  or  fuffered  there,  any 
part  of  an  officer’s  duty  ;  fo  far 
from  it  that  it  implies  a  dired  in¬ 
capacity  for  any  military  function. 
What  are  the  military  orders  lam 
to  give  to  men  who  have  no  arms 
lo  fight,  and  no  liberty  to  march  ? 
Or  by  what  rule  is  my  not  being 
in  the  hands  of  rebels,  underftood 
to  be  a  neglect  of  duty  to  my  So¬ 
vereign  ?  Sir,  the  thing  is  too  evi¬ 
dent  ;  thofe  who  calumniate  my 
conduct  on  this  account  are  de- 
firous  not  of  ferving  the  King,  but 
of  infuhing  me,  and  of  eflablifh- 
ing  new,  dangerous,  unmilitary 
and  unconftitutional  powers  in 
themfelves. 

While  a  precedent  is  eftabli  filing 
in  my  particular  cafe,  I  requelt  it 
may  moreover  be  remembered  that 
I  am  deprived  of  a  court  martial 
upon  my  condud  in  America,  be- 
caule  1  am  not  fupp'ofed  to  be  ame¬ 
nable  to  the  juftice  of  the  king¬ 
dom  :  and  the  Kim*  is  told  I  have 

o 

clifobeyed  his  orders,  in  the  very 


fame  breath  that  I  am  dated  not  ta 

be  accountable  to  him:  by  this 

✓ 

dodrine  it  feems  fu'ppofed,  that  I 
am  not  capable  of  receiving  orders 
for  the  purpofes  of  public  juftice 
or  public  fervice,  but  am  perfectly 
fubjed  to  all  fuch  as  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  my  own  deftrudion. 

But  it  has  been  fuggefted  when 
no  military  duty  could  be  devifed 
as  a  ground  for  this  order  that  I 
might  be  returned  to  captivity  in 
a  fort  of  civil  capacity.  To  com¬ 
fort  my  fellow  prifoners  by  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  their  fufFerings,  and 
to  ad  as  a  com  miliary  to  nego¬ 
tiate  for  them.  Could  any  Of¬ 
ferings  of  mine  alleviate  the  fm ai¬ 
led:  of  theirs,  I  fhould  willingly 
fuhmit  to  any  thing  the  malice  of 
the  prefent  Minifters  could  inflid 
upon  me.  But  it  is  equally  in¬ 
jurious  to  truth  and  to  their  ho¬ 
nour  and  humanity,  to  fuppofe 
that  my  perfecution  could  make 
any  part  of  their  confolation.  What 
confolation  could  they  derive  from 
my  jundion  to  the  common  capti¬ 
vity,  only  to  tell  them  that  not  a 
name  among  them  is  to  be  found  in 
the  numerous  lift:  of  late  promotions? 
And  that  the  negociations  to  be 
undertaken  in  their  favour,  are  to 
be  conduded  by  the  man  who  is 
notorioufly  profcribed  bv  the  power 
in  the  name  of  which  he  is  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  ?  Who  alone  of  all  the  offi- 
cers  who  have  come  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  has  been  denied  all  accefs  to 
the  King  l  Cruelly  as  I  and  my 
fellow- fuffierers  are  treated  ;  I  can 
fcar.ce  bring  myfelf  to  vviih,  that 
they  who  provide  fuch  comfort  for 
others,  fhould  receive  it  in  a  fimi- 
lar  fituation  thernfelves. 

I  am  forry  finally  to  obferve, 
that  the  treatment  I  have  expe¬ 
rienced,  however  con  trad  i  dor  yin 
c  tiie 
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the  reafons  afiigned  Tor  the  feveral 
parts  of  it,  is  perfectly  uniform  in 
the  principle.  They  who  would 
not  fuffer  me  to  approach  the 
King’s  prefence  to  vindicate  my- 
felf  before  him  ;  who  have  held 
that  I  cannot  have  a  court  martial 
to  vindicate  myfelf  to  my  profef- 
fion  ;  and  who  have  done  all  they 
could  do,  to  prevent  me  from  vin¬ 
dicating  myfelf  to  my  country  by 
a  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  are  now 
very  fydematically  defirous  of  bu¬ 
rying  my  innocence  and  their  own 
guilt,  in  the  prifons  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  removing,  in  my  perfon, 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  the  means  of  renewing  par¬ 
liamentary  proceedings  which  they 
haye  reafon  to  dread. 

Thole  extraordinary  attempts  to 
opprefs  in  my  perfon  the  rights  of 
all  fubjedts,  and  to  pervert  every  idea 
of  military  obedience,  by  directing 
it,  not  to  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
but  the  ruin  of  officers,  judified  me 
to  my  own  confidence,  in  the 
part  I  took  under  the  conditional 
order,  referred  to  in  your  letter, 
f  found  the  fame  inward  judifica- 
tion  in  requiring,  in  the  moil  pub¬ 
lic  manner,  at  the  clofe  of  the  late 
feffion  of  parliament,  a  clear,  pe¬ 
remptory  order,  in  cafe  the  Mini- 
ders  perfevered  in  their  intention 
of  refurrendering  me  to  the  ene¬ 
my. 

I  have  received  no  order  ;  had 
an  order  been  fent  to  me  framed  in 
any  manner  that  I  could  have  acted 
upon  it  confidently  with  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  character  ;  I  might  have 
made  a  proteft  againft  the  prece¬ 
dent  ;  I  might  have  enquired  of 
you,  Sir,  by  what  probable  means 
in  the  prefent  podure  of  affairs  it 
was  to  be  executed.  But  in  de¬ 
ference  to  the  King’s  name,  as  a 


military  fervant,  I  meant  fubmif- 
fion.  Your  letter,  Sir,  indead  of 
an  order  for  my  future  condud,  is 
an  unjull  reproach  of  my  pad  ;  for 
which  I  humbly  implore  of  his 
Majedy,  and  firmly  demand  of  his 
councils,  trial  by  a  court  martial. 
Should  that  be  refufed  or  procra- 
dinated  upon  the  principle  for¬ 
merly  adopted,  “  that  in  my  pre- 
“  fent  fituation  no  judicature  can 
((  have  cognizance  of  my  actions 
I  can  then  confider  the  purport  of 
your  letter,  Sir,  in  no  other  light 
than  that  of  a  difmiffion,  a  dif- 
miffion  as  conclufive  as  any  you 
could  have  worded  in  form,  and 
perhaps  more  poignant.  To  eat 
the  bread  of  the  crowm,  however 
faithfully  earned,  under  a  fentence, 
without  appeal,  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  of  negleCl  of  duty  and  dis¬ 
obedience  of  orders,  is  incompa¬ 
tible  with  my  conception  of  ho¬ 
nour  ;  an  interdiction  from  my 
country  ;  a  banifhment  to  the  only 
part  of  the  world  in  which  I  am 
difabled  from  ferving  that  country 
at  the  moment  of  her  fate ;  and 
when  every  other  arm,  even  to  the 
weaked,  is  prefled  to  her  defence  ; 
thefe  circumdances  give  a  critical 
barbarity  to  the  intentions  of  the 
King’s  advifers,  that  an  Englifa 
foldier  cannot  fupport.  There¬ 
fore,  Sir,  I  find  myfelf  compelled, 
if  not  allowed  an  early  trial,  or  by 
the  King’s  grace,  upon  this  repre- 
fentation,  redored  to  a  capacity  of 
fervice,  through  your  official  chan¬ 
nel  to  requeft  his  Majedy,  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  my  refignation  of  my  ap¬ 
pointment  upon  the  American 
11a fF,  of  the  Queen’s  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  and  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Fort  William,  humbly 
defiring  only  to  referve  my  rank 
as  lieutenant-general  in  the  army, 
[U]  2 
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to  render  me  the  more  clearly  ame¬ 
nable  tj  a  court  martial  hereafter, 
and  to  enable  me  to  fulfil  my  per- 
fonal  faith,  fhould  I  be  required 
by  the  enemy  fo  to  do. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sec. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  Jenkinfon , 
Secretary  at  War. 

[No.  6.] 

War  -Office,  051.  15,  1 7 

S  1  R, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the 
pth  inhant,  wherein,  after  hating 
your  reafons  for  objecting  to  the 
feveral  heps  that  have  been  taken 
with  relation  to  the  orders  given 
for  your  return  to  North  America, 
you  add,  that  “  if  you  are  not  al- 
«“  lowed  an  early  trial,  or  if  by  his 
««  Majehy’s  grace,  upon  the  rep re- 
s<  fentations  contained  in  the  laid 
*e  letter,  you  are  not  rellored  to 
««.  a  capacity  of  fervice,  it  is  your 
4‘  requefi:  to  his  Majehy,  that  he 
**  will  be  pleafed  to  accept  your 
“  refignation  of  your  appointment 
to  the  American  hah',  of  the 
**  Queen’s  regiment  of  light  dra- 
*«  goons,  and  of  the  government 
of  Fort  William  ;  humbly  de- 
<**  firing  only  to  referve  your  rank 
of  lieutenant-general  in  the  ar- 
“  my,  to  render  you  more  dearly 
**  amenable  to  courts  martial  here- 
i(  after,  and  to  enable  you  to  ful- 
fil  your  perfonal  faith,  fhould 
you  be  required  by  the  enemy 
**  fo  to  do.” 

'  Having  laid  your  letter  before 
the  King,  I  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you,  that  for  the  reafons 
Submitted  to  his  Majehy  by  the 
Board  of  General  Officers,  in  their 
report,  dated  23d  May,  177S, 
(Which  reafons  fubfift  in  the  fame 
force  now  as  they  did  at  that  time) 


his  Majehy  does  not  think  proper 
that  any  part  of  your  conduct 
fhould  be  brought  before  a  military 
tribunal,  fo  long  as  you  ihall  con¬ 
tinue  engaged  to  re-deliver  your- 
felf  into  the  power  of  Congrefs 
upon  their  demand,  and  due  notice 
being  given  by  them.  Nor  does 
his  Majehy  think  proper.,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  reprefen  cations 
contained  in  yourfaid  letter,  to  re- 
Itore  you,  circumhanced  as  you 
are,  to  a  capacity  of  fervice.  Nei¬ 
ther  of  thefe  requehs  can  therefore 
be  granted. 

I  have  it  farther  in  command 
from  the  King  to  acquaint  you, 
that  his  Majehy  confiders  your  let¬ 
ter  to  me  as  a  proof  of  your  deter¬ 
mination  to  perfevere  in  not  obey¬ 
ing  his  orders,  fignified  to  you  in 
the  Secretary  at  War’s  letter  of  the 
5th  of  June,  1778:  and  for  this 
reafon,  his  Majehy  is  pleafed  to 
accept  your  refignation  of  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Queen’s  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  of  the  government 
of  Fort  William,  and  of  your  ap¬ 
pointment  on  the  American  ilaff, 
allowing  you  only  to  referve  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
army,  for  the  purpoles  you  have 
hated. 

Lord  Barrington’s  letter  of  the 
27th  of  June  is  confidered  as  ex¬ 
planatory  of  the  orders  given  in  his 
letter  of  the  5th  of  that  month. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

&c. 

(Signed)  C.  Jenkinson. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgcyne . 

[No.  7.] 

Hertford- Street,  052.  17,  177 9, 

S  I  R, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  15th 
inhant,  informing  me,  that  his 
Majehy  had  been  pleafed  to  accept 

6  my 
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my  refignation  of  my  military  em¬ 
ployments,  and  that  I  am  refuted 
a  court  martial  upon  that  difobe- 
dience,  for  my  perfeverance  in 
which,  you  tell  me  my  refignation 
is  accepted. 

I  mult  perfift  in  denying,  that 
I  have  received  any  other  order, 
than  an  order  fubjeft  to  my  own 
diferetion. 

I  muft  perfift  in  my  claim  to  a 
court  martial. 

I  apprehend,  that  if  I  am  not 
fubjeft  to  a  trial  for  breach  of  or¬ 
ders,  it  implies  that  I  am  not  fub- 
je<5l  to  the  orders  themfelves. 

I  do  not  admit  that  I  cannot  le¬ 
gally  have  a  court  martial,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  I  am  :  but  thofe  who 
advife  his  Majefty,  affert  it,  and 
they  are  anfwerable  for  this  contra¬ 
diction  between  their  reafoning  and 
their  conduct. 

The  report  of  the  general  offi¬ 
cers,  I  humbly  conceive,  is  erro¬ 
neous.  And  the  fubfequent  ap¬ 
pointment  of  other  gentlemen,  ex¬ 
actly  in  my  circumllances  (with 
great  merit  on  their  part  to  entitle 
them  to  any  diftindlion)  to  military 
employments,  fubjedl  to  orders, 
and  accountable  for  the  breach  of 
them,  is  one  of  the  reafons  for  my 
conceiving,  that  the  King’s  ad- 
vifers  do  not  differ  from  me  in 
opinion,  that  the  general  officers 
were  miftaken. 

Thinking  it  probable,  Sir,  that 
this  letter  may  clofe  the  correfpon- 
dence  between  us,  I  conclude  with 
the  fentiments  1  have  never  de¬ 
viated  from  in  any  part  of  it;  and 
I  requeft  you  to  affiure  his  Majefty, 
with  all  humility  on  my  part,  that 
though  I  have  reafon  to  complain 
heavily  of  his  Majefty’s  Minifters, 
my  mind  is  deeply  imprefted,  as  it 
ever  has  been,  with  a  fenfe  of  duty, 


refpedl,  and  affedlion  to  his  royal 
perfon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sr  c. 

The  Right  Hon.  Charles  J enkinfont 
Secretary  at  War . 

[No.  8.] 

War-Office,  Od.  22,  1 779. 
S  I  R, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
dated  the  17th  inftant,  and  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  that  1  took  the  fir  ft 
opportunity  of  laying  it  before  the 
King. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

C.  Jew  kin son. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne , 

&c.  &c.  Sec, 


Admiralty  Office,  Od.  12,  1779* 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Pearfon,  of 
Ids  Majefty’s  fhip  Serapis,  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  Copy,  was  yefterday 
received  at  this  Office  : 

Pallas ,  French  Frigate ,  in  Cong  refs 
Service.  Texel,  Od.6 ,  1779* 

S  I  R, 

OU  will  be  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  23d  ult. 
being  clofe  in  with  Scarborough, 
about  eleven  o’clock,  a  boat  came 
on  board  with  a  letter  from  the 
bailiffs  of  that  corporation,  giving 
information  of  a  flying  fquadron  of 
the  enemy’s  fhips  being  on  the 
coaft,  and  of  a  part  of  the  faid 
fquadron  having  been  feen  from 
thence  the  day  before,  (landing  to 
the  fouthward.  As  foon  as  I  re- 
[C7]  3  ceived 
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ceived  this  intelligence,  I  made  the 
fignal  for  the  convoy  to  bear  down 
under  my  lee,  and  repeated  it  with 
two  guns ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  van  of  the  convoy  kept  their 
wind,  with  all  fail  ftretching  out 
to  the  fouthward  from  under  Flam- 
borough  Head,  till  between  twelve 
and  one,  when  the  head  mod  of 
them  got  fight  of  the  enemy’s  (hips, 
which  were  then  in  chace  of  them  ; 
they  then  tacked,  and  made  the 
bed  of  their  way  under  the  fhore 
for  Scarborough,  Sec.  letting  fly 
their  top-gallant  fhcets,  and  firing 
guns ;  upon  which  I  made  all  the 
fail  I  could  to  windward,  to  get 
between  the  enemy’s  (hips  and  the 
convoy,  which  I  loon  effected.  At 
one  o’clock  we  got  fight  of  the 
enemy’s  fliips  from  the  mad-head, 
and  about  four  we  made  them 
plain  from  the  deck  to  be  three 
large  fhips  and  a  brig  ;  upon  which 
I  made  the  Countefs  of  Scarbo¬ 
rough’s  fignal  to  join  me,  fhe  be¬ 
ing  in  fhore  with  the  convoy  :  at 
the  fame  time  I  made  the  fignal 

for  the  convoy  to  make  the  bed  of 

¥ 

their  way,  and  repeated  the  fignal 
with  two  guns :  I  then  brought  to, 
to  let  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough 
come  up,  and  cleared  {hip  for 
aflion.  At  half  pad  five  the 
Countefs  of  Scarborough  joined 
me,  the  enemy’s  fliips  then  bear¬ 
ing  down  upon  us,  with  a  light 
breeze  at  S.  S.  W.  at  fix  tacked, 
and  laid  our  head  in  fhore,  in  or¬ 
der  to  keep  our  ground  the  better 
between  the  enemy’s  fliips  and  the 
convoy  ;  foon  after  which  vve  per¬ 
ceived  the  fhips  bearing  down  upon 
us  to  be  a  two -decked  fliip  and  two 
frigates,  but  from  their  keeping 
end  on  upon  us,  on  bearing  down, 
we  could  not  difeern  what  colours 
they  were  under:  at  about  twenty 


minutes  pad  feven,  the  larged 
fliip  of  the  three  brought  to,  on 
our  larboard  bow,  within  mufquet 
fhot :  I  hailed  him,  and  afked 
what  fhip  it  was ;  they  anfwered  in 
Englifh,  the  Princefs  Royal  ;  I 
then  afleed  where  they  belonged 
to ;  they  anfwered  evafively ;  on 
which  I  told  them,  if  they  did  not 
anfwer  diredlly,  I  would  fire  into 
them  ;  they  then  anfwered  with  a 
flior,  which  was  infiantly  returned 
with  a  broadfide ;  and  after  ex¬ 
changing  two  or  three  breadfides, 
he  backed  his  topfails,  and  drop¬ 
ped  upon  our  quarter  within  piftol- 
fhot,  then  filled  again,  put  his 
helm  a-weather,  and  run  us  on 
board  upon  our  weather  quarter, 
and  attempted  to  board  us,  but 
being  repulfed,  he  fheered  off ; 
upon  which  I  backed  cur  top-fails, 
in  order  to  get  fquare  with  him 
again,  which,  as  foon  as  he  ob- 
ferved,  he  then  filled,  put  his  helm 
a-weather,  and  laid  us  athwart 
hawfe  j  his  mizen  fhrouds  took 
our  jib  boom,  which  hung  him 
for  fome  time,  till  it  at  laft  gave 
way,  and  we  dropt  alongflde  of 
each  other,  head  and  flern,  when 
the  fluke  of  our  fpare  anchor 
hooking  his  quarter,  we  became 
fo  clofe  fore  and  aft,  that  the 
muzzles  of  our  guns  touched  each 
others  fides.  In  this  pofition  we 
engaged  from  half  pail:  eight  till 
half  pa  ft  ten  ;  during  which  time, 
from  the  great  quantity  and  variety 
of  comhuftible  matters  which  they 
threw  in  upon  our  decks,  chains, 
and  in  fhort  into  every  part  of  the 
fhip,  we  were  on  fire  no  lefs  than 
ten  or  twelve  times  in  different 
parts  of  the  fliip,  and  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  and  exertion 
imaginable  at  times  that  we  were 
able  to  get  it  extin guifiied.  At 

the 
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the  fame  time  the  largeft  of  the 
two  frigates  kept  failing  round  us 
the  whole  action,  and  raking  us 
fore  and  afr,  by  which  means  (lie 
killed  or  wounded  almoft  every 
man  on  the  quarter  and  main 
decks. 

About  half  pad  nine,  either 
from  a  hand  grenade  being  thrown 
in  at  one  of  our  lower  deck  ports, 
or  from  fome  other  accident,  a 
cartridpe  of  powder  was  fet  on  fire, 
the  flames  of  which  running  from 
cartridge  to  cartridge  all  the  way 
aft,  blew  up  the  whole  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  officers  that  were  quartered 
abaft  the  main-mad  ;  from  which 
unfortunate  circumdance  all  thofe 
guns  were  rendered  ufelefs  for  the 
remainder  of  the  aft  ion,  and  I 
fear  the  greateft  part  of  the  people 
will  lofe  their  lives.  At  ten  o’clock 
they  called  for  quarters  from  the 
fhip  alongfide,  and  faid  they  had, 
druck:  hearing  this,  I  called  upon 
the  captain  to  know  if  they  had 
ftfuck,  or  if  he  afked  for  quarters  ; 
but  no  anfwer  being  made,  after 
repeating  my  words  two  or  three 
times,  I  called  for  the  boarders, 
and  ordered  them  to  board,  which 
they  did;  but  the  moment  they 
were  on  board  her,  they  difeovered 
a  luperior  number  laying  under 
cover  with  pikes  in  their  hands 
.ready  to  receive  them  ;  on  which 
our  people  retreated  indantly  into 
our  own  fhip,  and  returned  to 
their  guns  again  till  pad  ten,  when 
the  frigate  coming  acrofs  our  dern, 
and  pouring  her  broad  fide  into  us 
again,  without  our  being  able  to 
bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  her,  I 
found  it  in  vain,  and  in  fhort  im¬ 
practicable,  from  the  fituation  we 
were  in,  to  dand  out  any  longer 
with  the  lead  profpeCt  of  fuccefs ; 
I  therefore  druck.,  (our  main  mad 


at  the  fame  time  went  by  the 
board.)  The  fird  lieutenant  and 
myfelf  were  immediately  efcorted 
into  the  fhip  alongfide,  when  we 
found  her  to  be  an  American  fhip 
of  war,  called  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men, 
commanded  by  Captain  Paul  Jones; 
the  other  frigate  which  engaged 
us,  to  be  the  Alliance,  of  40 
guns,  and  300  men  ;  and  the  third 
frigate  which  engaged  and  took  the 
Countefs  of  Scarborough,  after  tw'o 
hours  action,  to  be  the  Pallas,  a 
French  frigate  of  32  guns,  and 
275  men  ;  the  Vengeance,  an 
armed  brig  of  12  guns,  and  70 
men  ;  all  in  Congrefs  fervice,  and 
under  the  command  of  Paul  Jones. 
They  fitted  out  and  failed  from 
Port  l’Orient  the  latter  end  of 
July,  and  came  north  about ;  they 
have  on  board  300  Englifh  pri- 
foners,  which  they  have  taken  in 
different  veffels  in  their  way  round, 
fince  they  left  France,  and  have 
ranfomed  fome  others.  On  my 
going  on  board  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  I  found  her  in  the  great- 
eft  diftrefs ;  her  quarters  and  coun¬ 
ter  on  the  lower  deck  entirely 
drove  in,  and  the  whole  of  her 
lower  deck  guns  difrnounted  ;  fhe 
was  alfo  on  fire  in  two  places,  and 
fix  or  feven  feet  water  in  her  hold, 
which  kept  increafing  upon  them 
all  night  and  the  next  day,  till 
they  were  obliged  to  quit  her,  and 
fhe  funk,  with  a  great  number  of 
her  wounded  people  on  board  her. 
She  had  306  men  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  aCtion  ;  our  lofs  in 
the  Serapis  was  alfo  very  great. 
My  officers  and  people  in  general 
behaved  well,  and  I  fhould  be 
very  rernifs  in  my  attention  to  their 
merit  were  1  to  omit  recommend¬ 
ing  the  remains  of  them  to  their 
\'U]  4  lordfhips 


\ 
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lord  Flips  favour.  I  mull  at  the 
fame  time  beg  leave  to  inform  their 
lordlhips,  that  Captain  Piercy,  in 
the  Countefs  of  Scarborough,  was 
not  in  the  leaF  remifs  in  his  duty, 
he  having  given  me  every  afliFance 
in  his  power,  and  as  much  as 
could  be  expe&ed  from  fuch  a  fhip, 
in  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Pallas,  a  frigate  of  32  guns,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  adlion. 

I  am  extremely  forry  for  the 
misfortune  that  has  happened,  that 
of  loling  his  MjeFy’s  fhip  I  had  the 
honour  to  command  ;  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  flatter  myfelf  with 
the  hopes,  that  their  lordfhips  will 
he  convinced  that  fhe  has  not  been 
given  away  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
that  every  exertion  has  been  ufed 

j 

to  defend  her  ;  and  that  two  eflen- 
tial  pieces  of  fervice  to  our  country 
have  arifen  from  it;  the  one  in 
wholly  overfetting  the  cruize,  and 
intentions  of  this  flying  fquadron  ; 
the  other  in  relcuing  the  whole  of 
a  valuable  convoy  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemv,  which 
muft  have  been  the  cafe  had  I  acted 
any  othervvife  than  I  did.  We 
have  been  driving  about  in  the 
North  Sea  ever  fince  the  a&ion, 
endeavouring  to  make  to  any  port 
we  poffibiy  could,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  g't  into  any  place 
till  to-day  we  arrived  in  the 
Texel. 

Herewith  I  inclofe  you  the  moll; 
exadt  lilt  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  pro¬ 
cure,  from  my  people  being  dif- 
perfed  amongft  the  different  fhips, 
and  having  been  refuted  permiflion 
to  muFer  them:  there  are,  I  find, 
many  more,  both  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  than  appears  on  the  inclofed  lift, 
but  their  names  as  yet  I  find  im- 
poffible  to  afcertain ;  as  fogn  as  I 


poffibiy  can,  (hall  give  their  lord¬ 
lhips  a  full  account  of  the  whole. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
and  mod  humble  fervant, 
R.  Pearson. 

P.  S.  I  am  refufed  permiflion  to 
wait  on  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  and 
even  to  go  on  Ihore. 

AbfraCt  of  the  lift  of  killed,  and 
wounded. 

Killed  49.— Wounded  68. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lieut .  George, 
of  the  Rambler  Cutter ,  to  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  giving  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  an  Engagement  between 
his  Majejf  s  Ship  the  Quebec,  and 
a  French  Frigate  of  forty  Guns . 

SIR, 

IF  BEG  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
jL  that  on  Wednefday  the  6th  in- 
Fant,  being  then  in  company  with 
his  Majefty’s  fhip  Quebec,  Ulhant 
bearing  fomh  15  leagues,  at  day 
break  we  difcovered  three  fail  to 
leeward  in  the  S.  W.  quarter. 
Captain  Farmer  made  the  fignal 
for  the  Rambler  to  come  under  his 
Fern,  which  I  obeyed  ;  he  then 
afked  me  what  I  thought  of  them  ; 
I  told  him  a  Flip,  a  cutter,  and  a 
Dutch  hoy:  he  replied,  he  would 
go  down  an  »i  fee  what  they  were, 
and  ordered  me  to  keep  clofe  to 
him.  At  half  pall  eight  we  plain¬ 
ly  perceived  two  of  them  to  be  a 
large  French  frigate  and  a  cutter  ; 
at  nine  the  enemv’s  frigate  began 
to  fire  at  the  Quebec,  but  at  too 
great  a  diftance  to  do  any  execu¬ 
tion.  At  ten  the  Quebec,  being 
within  point  blank  (hot  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  hoifled  her  colours,  and  re¬ 
turned  their  fire,  Fill  edging  down 

■ .  to 
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to  come  to  a  clofe  engagement  till 
(he  was  alongfide  theFrench  frigate. 
I  immediately  hoiked  my  colours, 
and  flood  in  between  the  French 
frigate  and  the  cutter,  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  cut  her  off  from  her  con- 
fort,  and  bring  her  to  a  clofe  en¬ 
gagement,  which  I  effected ;  and 
began  to  engage  her  at  eleven 
o’clock  clofe  alongfide ;  (I  then 
found  her  force  to  be  fixteen  fix- 
pounders,  and  full  of  men  ;)  we 
continued  to  engage  her  in  the 
fame  pofition  till  within  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  of  two  o’clock,  when  fhe  fet 
ail  the  fail  fhe  could  croud,  and 
bore  from  us,  we  not  having  had 
the  luck  to  carry  away  any  thing 
material  ;  and  the  Rambler,  hav¬ 
ing  her  gaff  fhot  away,  her  top- 
mak  fhot  through,  the  top -fail 
hallyards,  and  moll  of  her  Handing 
and  running  rigging  gone,  and 
the  mainfail  rendered  unfervice- 
able,  was  incapable  of  following 
her  with  any  hopes  of  coming  up 
with  her ;  at  the  fame  time  feeing 
both  the  frigates  difmafted,  and 
the  Quebec  take  fire,  I  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  get  as  near  the  Quebec  as 
poffible,  in  hopes  of  faving  fome 
of  her  men  ;  but  there  being  but 
little  wind,  and  a  large  fvvell, 
found  I  could  affift  her  no  other 
way  but  by  hoiking  out  our  boat. 


which  I  effected,  and  fent  the 
mailer  and  five  men  armed  in  her, 
who  picked  up  one  maker’s  mate, 
two  young  midfhipmen,  and  four¬ 
teen  more  of  the  Quebec’s  people, 
the  enemy’s  frigate  at  the  fame 
time  firing  at  the  boat*.  As  the 
Rambler  was  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  to  leeward  of  the  Quebec,  I 
thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  fend, 
a  fecond  time. 

I  want  words  fuHicient  to  de- 
feribe  the  noble  gallant  manner  of 
Captain  Farmer’s  engaging  the 
enemy  for  upwards  of  three  hours 
and  an  half,  that  he  lay  alongfide 
the  frigate,  which  carried  twenty- 
eight  eighteen  -  pounders  on  her 
main  deck,  and  twelve  guns  on 
her  quarter  deck  and  forecafile. 
The  Quebec  continued  burning 
very  fiercely,  with  her  colours  fly¬ 
ing,  till  fix  o’clock,  when  fhe 
blew  up.  I  am  much  afraid,  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  William  Moore, 
one  of  the  maker’s  mates  of  the 
Quebec,  that  Captain  Farmer,  and 
his  officers  that  were  alive  when 
he  left  the  Quebec,  (hared  the 
fate  of  the  (hip. 

I  beg  leave,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  recommend  to  you.  Sir,  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Rambler, 
who  did  every  thing  that  might  be 
expected  from  Engliihmen.  I  am 


*  We  are  happy  In  taking  this  opportunity  of  doing  that  juftice  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  brave  and  humane  enemy,  which  their  conduft  on  this  occafion  de¬ 
mands  at  our  hands.  The  circumilance  mentioned  in  Lieut.  George's  letter 
of  the  French  frigate’s  firing  upon  our  boat,  is  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  the 
guns  of  the  Quebec,  fome  of  which  it  is  probable  might  have  gone  off  during 
the  time  lhe  was  burning.  However  that  may  be,  the  mifiake  in  Mr.  George's 
account  has  iince  been  fufficiently  proved  by  the  concurrent  tefiimony  of  a 
number  of  the  men,  and  fome  officers,  belonging  to  the  Quebec,  who  all  owed 
their  lives  to  the  aCtive  humanity  of  the  French,  and  were  afterwards  treated 
by  them  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs  and  kindnefs  ;  notwithkanding  their  own 
extreme  foreneis  and  dikrefs  at  the  time,  with  a  fhip  nearly  reduced  to  a  wreck, 
a  majority  of  their  people  killed  or  wounded,  and  their  brave  captain  in  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  death,  who  fpent  his  Jail  breath  in  declaring  the  pleafure  he  received 
from  having  fuch  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  benevolence, 

happy 
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happy  to  fay  our  lofs  con  fids  of 
only  one  man  who  has  loft  his  leg, 
the  pilot  fhot  through  the  arm  with 
a  mufket  ball,  and  ieveral  (lightly 
wounded,  as  the  enemy  aimed  at 
our  mails  and  rigging,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  too  well.  From 
the  cutter’s  not  returning  the  fire 
for  two  or  three  hroadfides  before 
fhe  bore  away,  and  feeing  but  few 
men  on  her  decks,  I  conclude  fhe 
fuffered  confiderably. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

James  George. 


Account  of  the  Trial  of  Mr.  Stratton, 
and  the  ether  Members  of  the 
Council  of  Madrafs,  who  depofed 
and  imprifoned  their  Governor, 
the  late  Lord  Pigot,  and  were 
profecuted  for  the  faid  Offence,  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  by 
the  Attorney  General,  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  an  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  his  Majefy  for  that 
Purpofe. 

*  |  ^  H  E  trial  began  before  the 
j[  Right  Honourable  the  Earl 
of  Mansfield  in  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  Weftminfter  Hall,  on  Mon¬ 
day,  December  20th,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  lafted  till  two  the 
next  morning. 

The  Attorney  General  Hated 
the  fadis  on  which  the  profecution 
was  founded  in  a  moil  pathetic 
and  eloquent  fpeech.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  points  he  infilled  upon  in 
fupport.  of  the  profecution  were- — 
Firf,  that  Lord  Pigot  was  fent 
from  England  by  the  Eaft  India 
Company  with  exprefs  inftrubtions 
to  reilore  the  Raja  of  Tanjore. 


Secondly,  That  the  whole  Council, 
on  his  arrival  at  Madrafs,  and  for 
fome  time  after,  (in  the  year 
1775)  were  unanimous  in  their 
refolutions  to  carry  thefe  inftruc- 
tions  into  execution;  but  that  af¬ 
terwards  a  difTention  arofe,  owing 
to  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
council  efpoufmg  the  intereil  of 
the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  his  fon, 
who  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  Raja.  Thirdly ,  That 
Lord  Pigot  was  under  a  neceffity 
to  fufpend  Mr.  Stratton  and  Mr. 
Brooke,  (two  of  the  defendants) 
in  virtue  of  his  authority  as  Prefi- 
dent,  that  he  might  not  be  ob- 
flrudted  by  them  in  the  execution 
of  the  Company’s  command. 
Fourthly,  That  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Benfield  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  to  a  crop  on  the  lands  of 
Tanjore,  fown  by  the  Nabob  and 
mortgaged  to  Benfield,  was  a  frau¬ 
dulent  claim,  calculated  to  foment 
divifions  in  the  council  and  to  op- 
pofe  Lord  Pigot  in  his  govern¬ 
ment.  This  he  endeavoured  to 
prove  from  the  improbability  that 
Benfield,  a  private  phrfon  of  little 
or  no  property,  fhould  have  been 
able  to  advance  fo  large  a  fum  as 
the  claim  amounted  to,  even  al¬ 
lowing  him  very  confiderable  pro¬ 
fits  :  for  his  demand  was  250,000!. 
Fifthly,  He  proved  that  the  defen¬ 
dants  figned  an  order  for  taking 
his  Lordlhip  into  cuftody,  and  or¬ 
dered  Colonel  Stuart,  who  arreft- 
ed  him,  to  inform  his  Lordlhip, 
that  his  life  fhould  anfwer  any  re¬ 
finance  to  their  orders  ;  from 
which  lie  drew  an  inference,  that 
afiafiination  was  intended  in  cafe 
of  refijftance.  Finally ,  He  enquir¬ 
ed  by  what  authority  this  violent 
revolution  had  been  accomolifhed. 

x 

He  admitted  that  the  majority  of 

the 
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the  council  aflenting  to,  or  put¬ 
ting  a  negative  upon,  a  queftion, 
exercifed  a  legal  power  ;  but  it 
did  not  follow,  if  the  Governor 
acted  wrong  in  not  putting  a  quef¬ 
tion,  which  in  the  fenfe  of  the 
fnajority  he  ought  to 'have  put, 
that  they  had  a  legal  power  to 
imprifon  him  ;  gentler  meafures 
might  have  been  adopted  ;  he  was 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  but  not  to  any  afiumed  autho¬ 
rity  of  his  council.  •  Upon  the 
whole,  however,  he  juftified  the 
conduct  of  Lord  Pigot,  though  ar¬ 
bitrary,  upon  this  ground,  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  execute  the  com- 
miffion  he  had  received  from  the 
Company,  by  reftoring  the  Raja 
of  Tarjore  at  all  events. 

The  poftillion  who  drove  Lord 
Pigot’s  chaife  when  he  was  arreft- 
ed,  and  Colonel  Monckton,  his 
Lordfhip’s  fon-in-law,  were  pro¬ 
duced  as  evidence  of  the  arreft 
and  confinement  ;  but  as  the 
crown  lawyers  on  the  one  hand 
admitted  the  fafls  alledged  by  the 
defendantsconcernir.g  Lord  Pigot’s 
proceedings  in  council  ;  and  the 
defendants  on  the  other  avowed 
the  arreft  and  confinement  of  his 
Lordfhip,  no  verbal  evidence  was 
necefiary.  But  a  great  load  of 
written  evidence  was  eflential  to 
fupport  the  profecution,  becaufe  it 
turned  upon  the  pofitive  inftruc- 
tions  given  by  the  Company  to 
Lord  Pigot.  The  reading  of  thefe 
papers,  containing  the  correlpon- 
dence  between  the  Company  and 
Lord  Pigot,  with  other  documents, 
was  excefiively  tedious,  and  took 
up  feveral  hours. 

Mr.  Dunning  began  the  defence 
of  his  clients  at  about  eight  in  the 
evening;  and  in  the  moll  mafterly 
pleading  that  was  ever  exhibited 


in  a  weak  caufe,  difplaved  abili¬ 
ties  and  attachment  to  the  intereft 
ol  his  clients  that  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  beft.  After  notic¬ 
ing  the  pafiion  and  prejudice  which 
had  influenced  the  minds  of  men 
in  general  with  refpedt  to  the  death 
of  Lord  Pipot  ;  he  cleared  the  de- 
fendants  to  the  fatisfadtion  of  every¬ 
one  prefent,  from  the  imputation 
of  aiming  at  his  life,  and  from  all 
felfifh  motives.  He  then  gave  a 
detail  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  Lord  Pigot  in  the  council  ;  and 
in  other  adds  of  his  government; 
fuch  as  his  fufpenfion  of  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Fletcher,  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  troops.  Sec.  From 
thefe  inftances  of  extravagant  be¬ 
haviour  he  adduced  the  political 
neccftity  of  removing  him  from 
the  government,  all  public  bufi- 
nefs  being  at  a  ftand. 

He  alfo  endeavoured  to  fhow 
that  he  had  exercifed  powers  not 
vefted  in  him  by  the  Company  ; 
and  he  finally  refted  the  defence 
of  his  clients  on  the  approbation, 
which  the  fupreme  council  of  Ben¬ 
gal  had  exprefted  in  writing,  of 
their  proceedings.  Mr.  Dunning 
did  not  fit  down  till  near  twelve 
o’clock. 

The  Attorney  General  made 
only  two  obfervations  on  the  de¬ 
fence,  ‘viz.  that  the  Company’s 
appointment  of  Lord  Pigot  for  the 
fpecial  purpofe  of  reftoring  the 
Raja  had  not  been  attempted  to 
be  denied,  therefore  he  ftood  jufti¬ 
fied  in  refilling  every  delay,  every 
oppofition  of  that  meafure  ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  though  Mr. 
Benfield  was  in  court,  had  not 
thought  proper  to  call  upon  him, 
fo  well  convinced  were  they  that 
the  foie  caufe  of  all  the  diftur- 
bances  was  that  gentleman’s  pre¬ 
tended 
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tended  claim  :  it  fihowed  plainly, 
the  apprekenfions  they  were  under 
that  the  truth  would  come  out  if 
he  was  examined. 

Lord  Mansfield,  about  half  after 
one  in  the  morning,  hummed  up 
the  whole  matter  very  concifely, 
©bferving,  that  the  indictment  was 
laid  on  five  counts  or  charges ; 
two  for  illegal  aftutnption  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  three  for  imprison¬ 
ing  the  governor  ;  but  they  differ¬ 
ed  very  little,  for  if  the  defendants 
could  be  j unified  in  the  one,  it 
went  a  great  way  to  juflify  them 
in  the  other.  Three  queflions 
were  for  the  jury  to  confider  ;  id. 
What  is  the  conftitution  of  the 
government  of  Madrafs  ?  ad. 
Whether  Lord  Pigot  had  fubverted 
that  conftitution  ?  3dly,  Whether 
fuch  conduCt  of  Lord  Pigot  a- 
mounted  to  a  juftification  of  the 
fubfequent  conduCt  of  the  defen¬ 
dants  ? 

As  to  the  firft,  his  Lordfhip 
faid,  it  appeared,  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province  was  veiled 
in  the  Prefident  and  Council,  or 
a  majority  of  them  legally  fum- 
inoned  and  alfembled,  whether  the 
Prelident  was  of  the  majority  or 
minority,  he  having  only  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  his  calling  vote  in  cafe  of 
equality  ;  but  the  governor  being 
an  integral  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  the  Council  without  him 
was  imperfed  and  incompetent. 
He  had  it  in  his  power  to  adjourn 
at  any  time,  or  withdraw  hirnfelf 
from  the  meeting,  and  then  would 
end  the  bufinefs  for  that  time, 
until  they  were  again  regularly 
convened. 

Therefore  as  to  the  fecond 
quellion,  Lord  Pigot’s  conduct  on 
negativing  a  quellion  regularly  be¬ 
fore  the  board,  and  fupported  by 


a  majority,  and  fufpending  two 
members  by  his  own  authority,  for 
Signing  what  they  had  voted  for, 
and  what  the  other  four  were 
ready  to  fign  alfo,  having  all  pre- 
viotifly  declared  their  intentions, 
was  certainly  violent,  illegal,  and 
unjolU  liable. 

And  this  leads  to  the  third 
quellion  as  to  the  juftification. 
Here  his  Lordfhip  exp  re  fled  feme 
anxiety  about  giving  his  opinion 
upon  fuch  a  new  and  unprece¬ 
dented  cafe.  Ke  adverted  to  cafes 
of  force  and  neceftity  here  in  Eng¬ 
land,  which  are  cognizable  and 
determinable  by  a  jury  only.  In 
the  cafe  of  external  force  compel¬ 
ling  a  man  to  an  unlawful  aCt, 
the  man’s  will  does  not  go  along 
with  the  action  ;  he  is  therefore 
not  culpable.  In  the  cafe  of  na¬ 
tural  neceftity,  a  man  driven  in 
felf-defence  to  commit  homicide, 
or  other  unavoidable  aft,  is  not 
culpable  :  but  of  both  thefe  cafes 
a  jury  alone  can  decide. 

His  Lordfhip  could  put  the  affair 
at  Madrafs  on  no  other  footing 
that  that  of  a  civil  neceftity,  or 
Hate  neceftity.  If  the  jury  could 
confider  this  civil  neceftity  the  ma¬ 
jority  were  under  tantamount  to 
a  natural  nece'ffity,  it  would  be  a 
juftification.  To  decide  this,  they 
might  take  into  confideration  the 
critical  fituation  they  were  in, 
from  the  violent  proceedings  of 
the  governor:  he  had  fufpended 
two  of  the  fenior  council  ;  he 
might  poftibly  proceed  to  fufpend 
the  other  four  ;  he  had  alfo  order¬ 
ed  one  of  their  number  to  be  ar- 
refted  on  a  charge  of  mutiny,  that 
pointed  at  his  life.  In  fuch  a  fitu¬ 
ation  it  was  difficult  to  aft  :  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  began  their 
own  adminiiirauon  with  an  illegal 

aft. 
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aC,  that  of  fufpending  three  of 
the  members  who  voted  againft 
them. 

His  Lordfhip  faid  it  Was  for  the 
jury  to  exercife  their  judgment  on 
thefe  three  queflions,  and  if  they 
found  fufficient  matter  to  jellify 
the  aflumption  of  government  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  governor,  the 
fame  would  go  to  juftify  his  im- 
prifomnent  ;  and  as  no  aggravat¬ 
ing  circumlfances  were  infilled  on 
by  the  profecutors,  they  would 
then  acquit  the  defendants  :  if 
echerwife,  they  would  find  them 
guilty. 

His  Lordlhip  quitted  the  court 
exaCly  at  two  ;  and  the  jury,  alter 
withdrawing  a  quarter  ol  an  hour, 
brought  in  their  verdict,  finding 
the  defendants  Guilty. 


Copy  of  the  Challenge  fent  hy  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  the 
Earl  of  Curliile,  and  the  EarV s 
Eujzver. 

To  the  Earl  cf  Carlille. 

Did  not  imagine,  my  Lord, 
that  I  ever  fhould  have  had 
any  t  ran  fa  ft  ions  but  with  your  ge¬ 
nerals,  and  expected  not  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  feeing  them  but  at  the 
head  of  the  armies  which  they  re- 
fpe  Cively  command.  Your  letter 
of  the  z6th  of  Auguft  to  the  Con- 
grefs  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  terms  of  infult  refpedting  my 
country,  to  which  you  have  figned 
your  name,  is  the  foie  caufe  of  my 
having  any  thing  now  to  fettle 
with  your  Lordfnip.  I  deign  not 
to  refute  the  afperfion,  but  I  de¬ 
fire  to  punifh  it.  It  is  from  you, 
as  chief  of  the  commiffion,  that  I 


demand  a  reparation  as  public  as 
hath  been  the  offence,  and  which 
mull  give  the  lie  to  the  expreffion 
you  have  ufed.  I  fhould  not  have 
delayed  this  demand  fo  long,  if 
your  letter  had  reached  me  fooner; 
obliged  to  be  abfent  a  few  days,  I 
hope  to  find  your  anfwer  at  my 
return.  M.  Gimot,  a  French  of¬ 
ficer,  will  fettle  on  my  part  the 
time  and  place  of  our  meeting,  to 
fuit  your  Lord  drip’s  conveniency, 

I  doubt  not  but,  for  the  honour  of 
his  countryman,  General  Clinton 
will  attend  you  to  the  held. 

As  to  me,  my  Lord,  it  is  in¬ 
different  who  attends  you,  provid¬ 
ed  that,  to  the  glory  of  being  a 
Frenchman,  I  join  that  of  proving 
to  a  gentleman  of  your  country, 
that  no  one  dares  to  infult  mine 
with  impunity. 

(Signed) 

La  Fayette. 

T ?  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  / 
S  I  R, 

I  FI  A  YE  received  your  letter 
tranfmitted  to  me  from  M.  Gimot, 
and  I  confefs  I  find  it  difficult  to 
return  a  ferious  anfwer  to  its  con¬ 
tents.  The  only  one  that  can  be 
expected  from  ine  as  the  King’s 
Commifliorier,  and  which  you 
ought  to  have  known,  is,  that  ] 
do,  and  ever  (hall,  confider  myfelf 
folely  refponfible  to  my  Country 
and  King,  and  not  to  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  for  my  public  conduft  and 
language.  As  for  any  opinion  or 
exprefiions  contained  in  any  publi¬ 
cations  iffued  under  the  commif- 
fion  in  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be  named,  unlefs  they  are  re¬ 
traced  in  public,  you  may  be  af- 
fured  I  fliall  never,  in  any  change 

of 
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of  lituation,  be  difpofed  to  give 
an  account  of  them,  much  iefs 
recal  them  in  private. 

The  injury  alluded  to  in  the 
correfpondence  of  the  King’s 
Commifiioners  to  the  Congrefs,  I 
muft  remind  you,  is  not  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  nature  ;  and  I  conceive  all 
national  difputes  will  be  beft  de¬ 
cided  by  the  meeting  of  Admiral 
Byron  and  Count  d’Eftaign. 
(Signed) 

Carlisle. 

New  York ,  October  II,  1778- 


Some  Account  of  Matthiefon,  lately 
executed  for  forging  the  Notes  of 
the  Bank. 

JOHN  Matthiefon  was  born  at 
Gretna- Green,  (a  noted  place 
in  Scotland  fince  palling  the  Eng- 
lifb  marriage  adl).  His  father  was 
a  mill  wright,  and  accounted  an 
Ingenious  mechanic  ;  nor  was  the 
fon’s  mechanical  genius  lefs  con- 

v 

fpicuous  than  that  of  his  father. 
From  the  knowledge  he  had  in 
millwork,  he  attained,  the  art  of 
making  clocks,  and  by  thati  and 
cleaning  and  repairing  watches, 
he  was  enabled,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  to  fupport  his  mother, 
his  lifter,  and  hiinfelf.  But  his 
mind  was  reftlefs,  and  ever  thirft- 
ing  after  improvement.  Not  con¬ 
tent  with  what  he  had  learned, 
which  produced  him  only  a  bare 
competency,  he  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  an  engraver,  a  loofe,  dif- 
fipated  young  man,  whofe  extra¬ 
vagance  often  reduced  him  to 
great  ftraits.  With  this  youth  he 
cultivated  a  feeming  friendfhip  ; 
and,  from  a  conftant  attendance, 
and  clofe  attention  to  him  when 
at  work,  he  Hole  from  him  that 
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art,  which,  though  it  might  have 
enriched  him  by  an  honeft  appli¬ 
cation,  proved  his  ruin,  by  con¬ 
verting  it  to  a  moft  iniquitous  pur- 
pofe. 

It  has  been  infiouated  by  fome 
that  this  youth  was  an  accomplice 
at  his  firft  fetting  out,  and  that 
both  were  connected  in  forging  the 
notes  of  the  Darlington  Bank  ; 
but  nothing  of  that  kind  has  fince 

O 

appeared,  and  therefore  unworthy 
to  be  believed. 

To  the  art  of  engraving,  Mat¬ 
thiefon  had  added  a  particular  fa¬ 
cility  in  tracing  lines,  infomuch 
that  he  could  take„  off  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  any  man  with  fuch  ex- 

o  v 

adlnefs  as  even  to  deceive  the  wri¬ 
ter  himfelf. 

Tempted  by  thefe  acquirements, 
fo  flattering  to  his  notions  of  fud- 
denly  becoming  rich,  his  hrft  ex¬ 
periment,  as  before  obferved,  was 
made  on  the  5I.  notes  of  the  Dar¬ 
lington  Bank  ;  but  of  thefe,  be¬ 
ing  of  fmall  value  and  quick  cir¬ 
culation,  though  currently  nego¬ 
tiated,  he  could  make  no  very 
confiderable  advantage  ;  and  being 
but  a  young  beginner,  and  not 
over-cautious  in  palling  his  notes, 
a  difeovery  was  foon  made  by  the 
banks  that  their  notes  were  forg¬ 
ed,  and  Matthiefon  was  fufpedted 
of  being  the  forger.  He  was  even 
deferibed,  and  a  reward  offered 
for  his  apprehennon  ;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  he  found  means  to  elude  by 
travelling  into  Scotland,  where, 
there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft,  he  forg¬ 
ed  the  notes  of  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Edinburgh,  traverfed  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  negotiated  them  ;  till, 
dire&ing  his  route  by  the  the 
weftern  road  of  Glafgow,  where 
he  was  unknown,  he  found  means 
to  arrive  at  London  undifeovered. 

Here 
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He  re  he  procured  very  creditable 
apartments,  where  he  lived  for 
home  time  retired  and  unfufpe&ed. 

In  all  his  peregrinations  he 
feems  to  have  paid  great  attention 
to  his  filler  ;  to  whom,  however, 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  im¬ 
parted  the  fecret  of  his  fraud. 

His  lodgings  were  over-againfl 
Arundel-hreet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
a  creditable  family,  to  whom  he 
palled  for  a  watch-maker  come  to 
London  for  improvement.  In 
thefe  lodgings  he  behaved  with 
great  regularity  and  fobriety,  of¬ 
ten  retired  by  himfelf  in  the  day, 
and  often  talked  with  the  people 
in  the  Ihop  as  he  palTed  and  re¬ 
paired,  and  appeared  in  every  re- 
fpedl  as  an  unexceptionable  cha¬ 
racter.  His  filler,  indeed,  appear 
ed  but  mean,  the  landlord  laid, 
for  a  perfon  that  took  an  apart¬ 
ment  at  1 5s.  a  week. 

It  fhould  feem,  that,  though  his 
mind,  as  he  confelfed,  was  much 
dilirelfed  by  the  confcioufnefs  of 
his  guilt,  yet  that  did  not  wholly 
dellroy  the  aflivity  of  it  for  inven¬ 
tion.  It  is  allonifhing  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  powers  of  an  inventive 
mind,  when  diredted  either  to 
good  or  evil  purpofes.  Harrifon, 
who  by  a  long  feries  of  deliberate 
hudy,  effedled  at  lah  a  time-piece 
of  infinite  ufe  to  navigation,  and 
for  which  he  received  the  applaufe 
and  reward  of  his  country,  was 
forty  years  in  effedling  that  which 
this  man  would  probably  have 
brought  to  perfeflion  in  lefs  than 
as  many  months,  had  his  inventive 
powers  been  diredted  to  fo  laudable 
a  purpofe  :  for  fo  rapid  was  he  in 


his  progrefs,  that,  though  he  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  lodgings  on  the  laft 
day  of  February,  he  had  purchafed 
the  copper,  ground  it,  engraved 
it,  fabricated  the  notes,  printed 
them,  forged  the  water- mark,  and 
negotiated  feveral  of  them,  one  in. 
particular  at  Coventry,  for  which 
lie  fullered,  before  the  12th  of 
March  ;  and  fo  nicely  was  all  this 
performed,  that  the  Banker,  to 
whom  this  lall-mentioned  note  was 
offered  for  change,  made  not  the 
leaffc  fcruple  to  receive  it,  though 
he  knew  it  was  prefented  by  a 
perfedl  hranger  *. 

It  was,  therefore,  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  to  national  credit, 
that  fo  dangerous  a  villain,  how¬ 
ever  ingenious,  fhould  be  detect¬ 
ed.  It  was  not  enough  for  him  to 
be  mailer  of  counterfeiting  all  the 
external  lines  on  the  face  of  the 
notes  with  a  nicety  which  might 
deceive  even  the  very  clerks  who 
iffued  the  notes,  but  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  the  very  art  of  counterfeit¬ 
ing  the  internal  mark  of  the  paper 
on  which  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
England  are  drawn,  and  of  which 
paper  the  Diredlors  are  fo  choice 
as  not  to  fuffer  a  fheet  to  be  made, 
if  we  are  rightly  informed,  nor  a 
note  to  be  printed  upon  it,  with¬ 
out  the  attendance  of  a  trully  per¬ 
fon  or  perfons  to  infpeft,  upon 
oath,  the  whole  procels.  In  this 
was  thought  their  fecurity,  and  it 
had  expoled  every  former  fraud  of 
the  like  kind  to  immediate  detec¬ 
tion  ;  but  Matthiefon’s  art  was 
beyond  their  reach :  he  held  the 
whole  circulation  of  the  Bank  in 
his  hands ;  for,  had  he  been  fuf- 


*  He  prefented  the  note  to  a  filvcr-fmith  at  Coventry,  of  whom  he 
bought  a  pair  of  buckles,  who  carried  it  to  a  Banker’s  at  next  door,  and 
got  calh  for  it. 


■  fered 
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fered  to  reign  long,  no  man  could 
have  been  fafe  in  taking  a  Bank¬ 
note,  who  had  not  the  books  of 
the  Bank  to  refort  to.  Even  Mr. 
Geathing,  one  of  the  cafhiers,  be¬ 
ing  afked,  if  he  had  feen  the  name 
fubfcribed  to  the  note  on  which 
the  prifoner  was  convicted,  on  a 
feparate  piece  of  paper,  without  any 
fufpieion  of  forgery,  whether  he 
could  have  fworn  it  was  not  his 
hand- writing,  his  anfvver  was,  I 
a’a  not  know  that  I  could.  / 

'His  firft  care,  after  he  was  iet- 
tled  in  his  lodgings,  was  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  fair  20I.  note,  which  he 
went  to  the  Bank  for  himfelf ;  for 
he  was  cautious  of  trolling  even 
his  filler  with  any  of  his  affairs. 
Having  got  this  for  a  pattern,  he 
next  applied  to  a  brazier,  and  had 
two  pieces  of  copper  cut  exactly  to 
the  dimensions  of  the  plates  ufed 
by  the  Bank.  Thofe  rough  plates 
were  prepared,  as  we  before  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf ;  and,  as  foon 
as  he  had  completed  the  notes,  he 
pretended  bufmefs  in  the  country, 
and  travelled  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  to  negotiate 
them  ;  for  the  buckles,  which  he 
bought  at  Coventry,  were  traced 
and  found  in  Scotland.  All  this 
palled  without  fufpieion  at  his 
lodgings  :  when  he  went  out,  it 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  day  ; 
and  when  he  came  home,  he  had 
all  the  appearance  of  a  man  who 
had  been  a  long  journey. 

He  no  fooner  came  home  than 
he  again  applied  to  the  Bank  for 
frelh  notes  ;  and  a  clrcum fiance, 
which  very  remotely  led  to  his 
detection,  gave  occafion  to  one  of 
the  tellers  of  the  Bank  to  mark 
him.  He  had  been,  on  the  17th 
of  March,  to  change  a  ten-pound 
note  y  and,  on  the  24th,  he  came 


again  to  have  two  Bank-notes,  one? 
for  20I.  and  the  other  for  10k 
made  out  to  him  for  cafh.  On 
that  day  the  Excife-office  was  pay- 
ing  7000  guineas,  one  of  which 
was  lcrupied.  Matthiefon  looked 
at  it  as  it  lay  at  a  diftance,  and 
faid  it  was  a  good  one.  “  Then,’* 
faid  the  clerk  on  his  trial,  “  I 
recollected  him.  I  turned  to  the 
book,  and  faw  I  had  paid  him 
thofe  three  00163,”  [meaning,  we 
fuppofe ,  three  notes  which  were  pro¬ 
duced  to  identify  the  perfon  of  Mat - 
thiefon] .  But,  probably,  the  turn¬ 
ing  to  the  book  was  a  fubfequenc 
aCt,  though  reprefented  in  the 
SeiTions-paper  as  an  immediate  in- 
fpeCtion,  for  which  there  was  then 
no  caufe. 

How  he  came  to  be  firft  fuf- 
pedtcd  at  the  Bank,  which  did  not 
happen  till  the  10th  of  April, 
does  not  appear;  but,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  the  fufpieion  was  but  flight- 
]y  grounded,  as  the  fame  clerk 
apprehended  and  releafed  him  on 
the  fame  day,  and  did  not  carry 
him  before  a  magiilate  till  next 
morning,  when,  hearing  he  was 
going  along  Cornhill  with  a  bun¬ 
dle,  he  followed  him,  and  per¬ 
suaded  him  to  go  back  with  him 
to  the  Bank  of  England. 

There  is  reafon,  indeed,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  frequent  appearance 
at  the  Bank,  exchanging  notes  of 
10  and  20I.  for  cafh,  and  fome- 
times  taking  out  notes  of  the  fame 
value,  and  paying  money  for  them, 
might  create  a  fufpieion  that  he 
was  fome  way  or  other  conne&ed 
with  the  perfon  who  counterfeited 
notes  which,  fince  his  firll  appear¬ 
ance  there,  had  been  prefented  at 
the  Bank,  and  at  fir’d  paid  without 
fcruple,  and  probably  would  have 
continued  fo  to  have  been,  had 
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not  duplicates  of  the  fame  notes 
come  in,  and  given  the  alarm.  By 
comparing  thefe  one  with  another, 
there  was  found  fo  material  a  dif¬ 
ference,  that  the  clerks  could  in- 
ftantly  tell  the  counterfeit  from 
the  real,  though  their  orders  were 
to  pay  both  without  hefitation, 
provided  they  came  through  any 
houfe  of  credit,  or  other  unfufpedt- 
ed  channel. 

To  ftrengthen  this  conjecture, 
the  writer  of  this  account  recol- 
lefts  to  have  heard,  that,  while 
Match iefon  was  at  the  Bank  to 
exchange  a  real  note,  one  of  his 
own  forged  notes  came  in  for 
payment  at  the  fame  time  ;  and 
that  this  furnifhed  the  teller,  to 
whom  thofe  notes  were  prefented, 
with  an  occafion  to  challenge 
Maxwell  (for  that  was  the  name 
he  went  by)  pretty  roundly  with 
having  fome  knowledge  of  thefe 
forgeries,  feveral  of  which  had  ap¬ 
peared,  though  no  notice  had  been 
taken  of  them,  left  it  lhould  give 
a  check  to  the  circulation  of  the 
real  notes.  This  he  fteadily  de¬ 
nied;  yet  there  appeared  fome  al¬ 
teration  in  his  countenance  which 
denoted  guilt,  but  nothing  that 
could  jnftify  a  detainer,  and  he 
was  fuffered  to  efcape.  Alarmed, 
however,  by  this,  he  knew  he 
could  no  longer  carry  on  his  fraud 
with  fafety  in  England  ;  and  he 
was  preparing  to  leave  the  king¬ 
dom,  when  next  day  [April  11], 
pretty  early  in  the  morning,  the 
teller  was  told  that  his  friend  Max¬ 
well  (for  fo  he  was  now  ftyled  iro¬ 


nically)  was  feen  with  a  bundle 
paffing  along  Cornhill. 

Whether  the  teller  had  difcover- 
ed  more  of  thofe  notes  in  the  mean 
time,  or  had  received  particular 
inftruClions  from  his  fuperiors  to 
detain  Maxwell  if  he  fhould  come 
again,  is  not  material  ;  but  certain 
it  is,  that  he  inftantly  pofted  after 
him,  and,  having  come  up  with 
him,  under  pretence  of  having 
committed  a  miftake  in  the  tale 
of  the  money  he  had  paid  him  the 
day  before,  perfuaded  him  to  re¬ 
turn  with  him  to  the  Bank  to  have 
that  miftake  rectified.  Being  afk- 
ed  what  the  miftake  was,  the  other 
replied,  that  he  believed  he  had 
paid  half  a  guinea  too  much  :  on 
which  Maxwell  made  light  of  the 
matter,  and,  putting  his  hand  in 
his  pocket,  pulled  out  a  guinea, 
and  offered  him  that.  The  clerk 
faid,  that  would  not  do  ;  the  mif¬ 
take  muft  be  rectified  by  the  books, 
or  he  muft  lofe  his  place.  This 
had  the  defired,  effect  :  he  con- 
fented  to  return,  and  in  his  way 
back  left  his  bundle  at  a  particu¬ 
lar  (hop.  As  foon  as  he  entered 
the  Bank,  he  was  told  that  he 
muft  ftay  till  the  Directors  met ; 
and  he  was  fhewn  into  a  room, 
where  the  porters  paffing  to  and 
fro  might  fee  and  obferve  his  mo¬ 
tions. 

What  paffed  between  him  and 
the  Directors,  the  writer  does  not 
pretend  to  know  ;  all  that  appear¬ 
ed  was,  his  bundle  was  fent  for 
and  examined,  but  there  was  no¬ 
thing  exceptionable  found  in  that*. 


*  The  contents  of  the  bundle  were,  fome  linen  and  clothes,  a  pair  of  piftols, 
200  guineas  in  gold,  fome  real  Bank  notes,  fome  gravers,  and  watch-mak^ 
ing  tools,  but  nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  any  inftrument  to  fabricate 
a  Bank  note. 

Vol.  xxir,  [X] 
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Yet,  notwithftanding  this  harm¬ 
less  appearance,  it  was  thought 
neceftary,  in  a  cafe  of  fo  much 
confequence,  to  take  him  before 
Sir  John  Fielding,  where,  though 
he  had  eluded  the  queftions  that 
had  been  put  to  him  by  the  Di- 
reXors,  he  perhaps  might  not  be 
able  to  evade  thofe  put  to  him  by 
the  experience  and  Sagacity  of  that 
magiftrate ;  by  whom  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  affied  as  to  his  family, 
his  friends,  his  connexions,  his 
place  of  abode,  his  purfuits,  and 
his  profeffions ;  to  all  which  quef¬ 
tions,  he  Said,  he  had  reaSons  for 
declining  to  anfwer.  He  was  a 
citizen  of  the  world,  he  Said,  and 
knew  not  how  he  came  into  it,  nor 
how  he  Should  go  out  of  it.  No¬ 
thing,  therefore,  appearing  again  ft 
him,  the  Sollicitor  of  the  Bank 
Sent  him  to  a  public  houfe,  at¬ 
tended  by  proper  officers,  while  he 
Should  con  Suit  the  magiftrates  about 
reftoring  to  him  his  bundle,  and 
Setting  him  at  large.  Being  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  inSide  of  the  box  next 
the  window,  he  had  not  Sat  long 
before  he,  lifting  up  the  fafh  as  if 
to  let  in  air,  gave  a  Sudden  Spring, 
and  jumped  out;  but,  being  im¬ 
mediately  purSued,  was  taken  and 
brought  back.  This  confirmed 
the  Sollicitor  in  his  SuSpicions  that 
he  was  the  man  ;  otherwiSe  why 
Should  he  fly,  and  leave  his  money 
and  effeXs  behind  him  ?  Being 
aficed  his  motive,  his  anSwer  was. 
It  was  his  humour.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  determined  not  to  let  him 
go  till  he  had  undergone  a  Second 
examination  by  Sir  John  Fielding, 
who,  before  he  was  brought  up, 
^tended  his  enquiries  to  all  his 
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intelligence  offices,  and  had  col- 
leXed  all  the  information  poffible 
concerning  him  ;  when,  to  his  ut¬ 
ter  confufion,  the  advertifement  of 
the  Darlington  bank  was  produ¬ 
ced,  and  he  was  found  to  anfwer 
the  description  of  Matthiefon,  who 
was  SufpeXed  to  have  forge;d  the 
notes  that  had  been  counterfeited 
of  that  bank.  This  being  read  to 
him,  and  being  alked  if  his  name 
was  not  Matthiefon,  inftead  of 
Maxwell,  he  all  at  once  loft  his 
reSolution,  turned  pale,  burft  into 
tears,  and,  a£ter  Saying  he  found 
he  was  a  dead  man,  he  added, 
“  And  now  I  will  confefs  all.” 
He  accordingly  owned  that  he 
fabricated  the  notes  in  the  man¬ 
ner  already  related  ;  that  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  had  completed  the  num¬ 
ber  of  notes  he  thought  proper, 
he  deftroyed  the  plates  and  every 
implement  which  he  had  made  ufe 
of  in  the  fabrication  ;  that  his  next 
bufmefs  was  to  negociate  thofe 
notes,  and  then  return  and  make 
out  more  ;  that  he  had  an  afto- 
nifhing  facility  in  doing  all  this, 
fo  that  he  could  accomplilh  the 
whole  in  lefs  than  a  fingle  day. 
By  what  appeared  upon  the  trial, 
it  ffiould  feem  that  he  difeovered 
to  the  Sollicitor  of  the  Bank  his 
method  of  counterfeiting  the  wa¬ 
ter-mark  ;  but,  upon  enquiry, 
there  is  reafon  to  doubt  whether 
he  made  any  particular  difeovery, 
only,  in  general,  that  he  himfelf 
was  the  foie  fabricator. 

Thus  much  we  have  been  able 
to  colleX  of  a  man,  whofe  powers 
of  imitation  never  were  equalled, 
and,  we  hope,  for  the  good  of  this 
country,  never  will  in  future. 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  derived 
from  Accounts  colle&ed  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Cathenvood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  frcisn,  and  im¬ 
ported  into,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  a?id  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  fhe  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  $th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  1780. 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 


E  X  P  O  R 

TED, 

1779. 

Britilh 

Foreign 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  and  Wheat  Meal 

i55,°°3 

7>78j1 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  - 

48,1 86 

1  >79  5 

Rye  ------ 

3,162 

37 

Barley  ----- 

4,948 

2,583 

Malt . 

74>287 

Nil  > 

Oats  -  -  ...  -  - 

I  1,291 

5>635 

Oatmeal  ----- 

2>4  75 

29 

Beans  ----- 

19*°7S 

6,384 

Peafe  ------ 

13*13° 

5*io6j 

SCOTLAND. 

► 

Wheat  ----- 

25  6' 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

9* 2  39 

Barley  and  Bear  -  - 

937 

Malt . - 

3,022 

> 

Oats  ------ 

219 

Oatmeal  ----- 

2,638 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  - 

897j 

I  M 


1779- 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  - 
Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Rye  - 
Barley  - 

Oats  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  - 
Beans  - 
Peafe  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour  -  - 

Oats  -  - 


P  O  R 
Quarters. 


3,508 

1,103 

1,693 

7,085 

331,858 

669 

I4»59I 

29D54. 


425  I 

15,9845 


£• 


S. 


TED, 

Duties 

received. 

£-  s- 


2,849  *8  7 


139  18  z\ 

[*]  2 


5 1 >  3  49  2 


97 


d. 


6  Bo. 


Dr. 


3,157  Bount, 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  flandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1779. 


Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

s. 

d. 

s .  d • 

s .  d . 

s.  d , 

r.  d. 

4 

2— 

2 

2  11 

2  5f 

1  9 

3  si 

N.  Bo  The  prices  of  the  finefl  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

■'  '  ' '  '  1  : 

Wheat  Rye  Barley  Oats  Beans. 

Per  bialhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6 d. 


h 


\ 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament,  for 

the  Year  1779. 


NAVY. 

December  3,  1778. 

I.  ^T'HAT  70,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
JL  fervice,  for  the  year  1779,  including 
17,389  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  70,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordinance  for  fea  fervice  3,640,00b  o  Q 

December  17. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 

to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1779  369,882  6  J 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
flips  of  war  in  his  Majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra¬ 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1779  —  - -  579,187  o  o 


ARMY. 

December  13. 


4,589,069  6  1 


1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  3,213 
invalids,  amounting  to  30,346  effective  men,  com- 
miffioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  30,346  efFe£live 

men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Guernfey,  for 
the  year  1779  - -  - - 

3.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  ftafF  offi¬ 
cers  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  •— 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty’s  forces  and  garri¬ 
fons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 
garrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar;  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  New¬ 
foundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa, 


833,911  18  6 

37,206 


8 


6- 

v& 


for  the  year  1779 


1,103,118  II 


o 

Tor 
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5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  difference  of  pay 
between  the  Britifh  and  Irifli  eflablifhment  of  one  re¬ 
giment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of  foot, 
ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  1779 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  Hanoverian  re¬ 

giments  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  three  battalions  of  the  faid  troops 
at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1779  ■ — — 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13,472  men  of  the 

troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant 
to  treaty,  for  the  year  1779  — - — 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
Han  an,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heffe  Caffel,  for  the  year  1779 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 
Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1779  . . . 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 

troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the 
year  1779  — — —  ■ 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men,  the 

troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 
for  the  year  1 779  - -  - - - 

1 2.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fums  voted 
for  the  troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  An¬ 
fpach,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  being  the  charge 
of  an  augmentation  to  the  faid  troops,  from  Nov.  1, 

1 777,  to  Dec.  24,  1778  ,  - — 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign¬ 
ing  Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerhft,  for  the  year  1779 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 

foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay 
of  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1779  - - - 

15.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo¬ 

reign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  purfuant  to 
treaties,  for  the  year  1779  •—  — — — 

1 6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  cheembodied  mili¬ 

tia  of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
three  regiments  of  forcible  men  in  North  Britain,  for 
the  years  779  —  - ; — 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cloathing  for  the 
embodied  militia  in  South  Britain*  for  the  year  1779  ' 


V 

52,923  1  6 


56,074  19  4! 


367,203  9  10 

35»44i  3  2 l 

*7>498  3  2i 

93-947  >5  s 

39,644  14  3 


7,958  10  ii| 

16,620  II  9! 

48,668  3  9J 


27,683  14  o 


610,882  5  o 

85,7 60  17  2 

For 
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18.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa¬ 
nies  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the 

year  1778  — - - -  - - 7  -  5,421  18  6 

19.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  cloathing  for  addi¬ 
tional  companies  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 

Britain,  for  the  year  1778  - -  -  2,656  4  o 

20.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  augmenta¬ 
tions  to  his  Majefty’s  forces,  for  the  year  1779  259>7I3  3  4 

February  23,  1779. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1 779 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe¬ 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year 

1779  -  .  -  - : - 

3.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out-pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  for  the  year  1779 

March  25. 

1.  For  completing  the  whole  charge  of  the  pay  of 
©ne  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  and  fix  regiments  of 
foot,  which  of  late  years  have  been  paid  in  part  of 
the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  are  now 
ferving  in  North  America,  for  the  year  1779 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  fenci- 

ble  men,  to  be  forthwith  raifed  in  North  Britain,  for 
the  year  1779  - -  - — -  - 

March  29. 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  Majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  31ft  Jan.  1778,  and  the  ill  Feb.  1779, 

and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  - *  2,026,137  4  4§ 

April  22. 

1.  To  make  good  the  charge  of  forming  three  regi¬ 
ments  of  light  dragoons  of  41 1  men  each,  out  of 
the  light  troops  belonging  to  the  regiments  of  dra¬ 
goon  guards,  and  dragoons  in  Great  Britain,  in¬ 
cluding  the  charge  of  bringing  General  Elliot’s  and 
Lieut.  Gen.  Burgoyne’s  regiments  to  the  like  efta- 

bliffiment,  for  the  year  1779  -  - *  6,246  5  6 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to 
a  corps  of  Royal  Highland  emigrants,  ferving  in 
North  America,  from  the  25th  May,  1779,  to  the 
24th  Dec.  following,  both  days  inclulive,  being  214 

days  • — - -  - - -  - -  4,113  6  8 


5,913,081  9  5 


87,703  8  4 

628  2  11 

103,127  14  2 

63,195  n  10 

/ 

■  1  ' 

19,584  2  o 
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ORDNANCE. 

December  15,  1778. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for 

the  land  fervice,  for  the  year  1779  - - 395,438  15  4 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  perform¬ 
ed  by  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1778  521,935  13  5 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES.  ~ 
Februaury  18,  1779, 

1.  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company 

of  the  merchants  of  England,  trading  into  the  Le¬ 
vant  fea,  to  be  applied  in  addling  the  laid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  — - — ■  - — 

2.  For  the  expences  of  the  new  roads  of  commu¬ 

nication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  Flighlands  of 
North  Britain  — — -  - — — 

May  3. 

1.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  fallaries  of  the 

Pui  fne  judges  of  the  courts  of  .King’s-bench  and 
Common-pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons  of  the  Coif 
of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weftminlter,  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  proportion  of  400 1.  to  each  of 
the  laid  judges  and  barons  in  every  year  - - 

2.  For  the  augmentation  of  the  Hilary  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  time  being,  per  ann. 

May  6. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  iffiued  by  his  Majedy’s 
orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addreffes  of  the  Houfe 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  iffiued  by  his  Majefty’s  or¬ 

ders  to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convicts  on 
the  River  Thames  - -  *— — 

May  27. 

1.  To  make  good  the  fum  iffiued  by  his  Majedy’s 

orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
iundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
fu  fie  red  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  government  —— —  - - - ■ 

For  defraying  expences  attending  general  furveys 
of  his  Majedy’s  dominions  in  North  America,  for 
the  year  1779  —  - - - 

2.  To  be  paid  to  lames  Berkenhout,  Efq;  and 
Thom  as  Clarke  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  dyer,  upon  a 
proper  difcovery  to  be  made  by  them,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  public,  of  their  method  of  dying  fcarlet  and  crim- 
fon,  as  well  as  other  colours,  on  linnen  and  cotton. 


917,374  8  9 


5,000  o  o 
6,995  o  o 

3,600  o  © 
500  o  © 

32,968  2  2 

13,586  7  9 

60,527  3  6 

2,041  O  0 


5, COO  c  o 
For 
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For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftablilhments,  and  other  incidental  expences  at-r 
tending  the  fame  ;  to  wit,  in  America  : 

1.  His  Majefty’s  ifland  of  St.  John’s  3250L 

2.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Georgia  2900I. 

3.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  479  61. 

4.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Eaft  Florida  4950I. 

5.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of 'Well  Florida  4900 1. 

June  15. 

For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coall  of  Africa, 
for  the  year  1 7  So. 


20,796 


13,000 


[329 


o  o 


164,013  13  2 


LOANS  DISCHARGED. 

December  14,  1778. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 

bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  laft 
lelfion  of  parliament,  intitled,  “  An  aft  for  raifing 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1778,”  and  charg¬ 
ed  on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feftion  of 
parliament  . — - -  - — —  - - 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 

bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  palled  in  the  laft 
feftion  of  parliament,  intitled,  “  An  aft  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,”  and 
charged  to  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feftion 
of  parliament  -  — — — 

April  i,  1779. 

For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  aft,  paffed  in  the 
laft  feftion  of  parliament,  intitled,  <f  An  aft  for 
raifing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche¬ 
quer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1778.” 

For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of  the 
lottery,  of  the  year  1778 - -  — 


1,500,000  o  o 


1,000,000  o  o 

J  1 


500,000  o  o 
490,000  o  o 


3,490,000  o  o 

DEFICIENCIES.  - - - - - 

April  i. 

I.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund  eftabliihed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 


1 779* 
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31ft  year  of  his  late  Majefty,  toward  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1758  - 

2.  To  replace  to  the  linking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1778,  of  the  fund  eftabliffied  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  a&  made  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefiy,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  year  the  I778  - - - - 

May  6. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 

fervice  of  the  year  17.78  -■  ■ «  - — — 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax 


40,54° 


98,891 


66,744 

250,000 

200,000 


O  G 


3  8 


4  3i 
o  o 

o  o 


Total  of  fupplies 


656,175  7  11 

15,729,654  5  4f- 


Ways  and  Means  for  raifing  the  above  Supplies,  granted  to  his  Majejly , 

for  the  Service  of  the  2 ear  1778. 

December  5,  1778. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  lhillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  upon  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  per- 
fonal  eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed;  snd  that  a  proportionable  cefs,  according 
to  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid 

upon  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland  2,000,000  o  © 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  a&  of  parliament  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  have  con¬ 
tinuance  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  further 
continued,  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  fhall 
be  made,  and  all  mum  which  fhall  be  made  or  im¬ 
ported,  and  all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made 
for  fale,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from 
the  twenty- third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine,  to  the  twenty  fourth  day 

of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  750,000  ©  o 
February  25,  1779. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  7,000,000 1,  be  raifed  by  an- 

nuities* 


/ 
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nuities,  and  the  further  fum  of  490,0001.  by  a  lot¬ 
tery  in  manner  following;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  to  the  faid  7,000,000 1. 
fhall,  for  every  icol.  contributed,  be  entitled  to  an 
annuity  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  per  ann. 
redeemable  by  parliament;  and  alfo  to  a  further 
annuity  of  3 1.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  conti¬ 
nue  for  a  certain  term  of  twenty- nine  years,  and 
then  to  ceafe  ;  the  faid  annuity  of  3I.  per  cent, 
and  of  3I.  15  s.  percent,  to  commence  from  the 
15th  day  of  January,  1779,  and  to  be  payable  and 
transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  be  paid 
half  yearly  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  and  the  5th  day 
of  January  in  every  year,  and  fhall  be  charged  and 
chargeable  upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be 
eftablifhed  in  this  feflion  of  parliament  for  payment 
thereof,  and  for  which  the  finking  fund  fhall  be  a 
collateral  fecurity  :  : 

That  every  contributor,  or  his  or  her  reprefenta- 
tive,  who  fhall  chufe  to  have  and  receive  a  life  an¬ 
nuity  inftead  of  the  faid  annuity  of  3I.  15  s.  per 
cent,  per  ann.  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of 
twenty-nine  years  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  upon  com¬ 
pleting  the  whole  of  his  or  her  contribution  money, 
and  fignifying  fuch  his  or  her  intention  to  the  chief 
cafiiier  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  have  a  certificate  figned  by  him  the  faid 
cafhier,  expreffing  the  fum  fo  paid  by  fuch  contri¬ 
butor,  or  his  or  her  reprefentative,  and  the  annuity 
after  the  rate  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to 
which  fuch  perfon  is  entitled  in  refped  of  the  fame  ; 
and  fhall,  upon  producing  fuch  certificate  to  the 
auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  2?.d  day  of  December 
next,  have  and  be  entitled  to  a  like  annuity,  after 
the  rate  of  3I.  15  s.  per  cent,  per  ann.  to  be  paid 
at  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  commence  from 
the  5th  day  of  January,  17 79,  and  to  be  paid  and 
payable  half  yearly,  on  the  5th  day  of  July  and  the 
5th  day  of  January  in  every  year,  during  the  life 
of  fuch  nominee  as  he  or  fhe  fhall  appoint  at  the 
time  of  delivering  fuch  certificate  to  the  faid  audi¬ 
tor  of  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  faid 
fund  to  be  eftablifhed  in  this  feflion  of  parliament, 
and  for  which  the  finking  fund  is  to  be  a  collateral 
fecurity: 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  fum 
of  7,000,000!.  fhall,  for  every  icool.  by  him  or 
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her  contributed,  be  entitled  to  feven  tickets  in  a 
lottery  to  confift  of  49,000  tickets,  amounting  to 
490,0001.  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  10I. 
for  each  ticket ;  the  faid  490,000!.  to  be  diftrihuted 
into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
fortunate  tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be 
paid  in  money  at  the  bank  of  England  to  fuch  pro¬ 
prietors,  upon  demand,  as  foon  after  the  1  ft  day  of 
March,  1780,  as  certificates  can  be  prepared,  with¬ 
out  any  dedudlion  whatfoever  i 

That  every  contributor  fhall,  on  or  before  the  2d 
ofMarch  next,  make  a  depofit  of  1 5 1.  per  cent,  on 
fuch  fum  as  he  or  fhe  fhall  chufe  to  fubfcribe  to¬ 
wards  railing  the  faid  fum  of  7,000,000!.  with  the 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  bank  of  England  ;  and  alfo  a  depofit  of 
15  L  per  cent,  with  the  faid  calhier  or  cafhiers,  in 
part  of  the  monies  to  be  contributed  towards  raifing 
the  faid  fum  of  490,000!.  by  a  lottery;  as  a  fecu- 
rity  for  making  the  future  payments,  refpebtively, 
on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter  limited  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  on  7,000,0001.  for  annuities,  10L 
per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  April  next; 

1 5 1.  percent,  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  May 
next;  iol.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of 
June  next ;  15 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  23d  day 
of  July  next;  15I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  27th 
day  of  Augufl  next;  iol.  percent,  on  or  before 
the  22d  day  of  October  next ;  iol.  per  cent,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  19th  day  of  November  next.  On  the  lottery 
for  490,000 1.  20I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  9th 
day  of  April  next ;  25  1.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the 
7th  day  of  May  next;  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  before 
the  nth  day  of  June  next ;  20 1.  per  cent,  on  or  be¬ 
fore  the  8th  day  of  O&ober  next. 

That  all  the  monies,  fo  to  be  received  by  the 
faid  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  fhall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from 
time  to  time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then  have  been 
voted  in  this  feffion  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  fhall  payin  thewholeof 
his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of 
7,ooo,oool.  to  be  contributed  for  annuities  as  afore- 
laid,  at  any  time  before  the  19th  day  of  October  next, 
or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fhare  in  the  faid  lottery, 
on  or  before  the  8th  day  of  June  next,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  an  interefl,  by  way  of  difcount,  after  the  rate 


of 
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of  3I.  per  cent,  per  ann.  on  the  Turns  To  complet¬ 
ing  his  or  her  contribution  money,  refpettively,  to 
be  computed  from  the  day  of  completing  the  fame 
to  the  19th  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the 
fum  to  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  8th 
day  of  October  next,  in  refpefl  of  the  fum  to  be  paid 
on  account  of  the  faid  lottery  ;  and  that  all  fuch 
perfons  as  (hall  make  their  full  payments  on  the  faid 
lottery,  fhall  have  their  tickets  delivered  to  them  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out: 

That  the  annuities  after  the  rate  of  3  1.  per  cent, 
per  ann.  to  be  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  faid 
7,000,0001.  to  be  contributed  as  aforefaid,  fhall, 
from  the  time  of  their  commencement,  be  added 
to  and  made  one  joint  flock  with  the  3I.  per  cent, 
annuities  confolidated,  per  adls  25th,  28th,  29th, 

31ft,  32d,  and  33d  Georgii  Ildi.  and  by  feveral  Tub- 
fequent  ads,  and  fhall  be  payable  and  transferrable 
at  the  bank  of  England,  and  fubjedt  to  redemp¬ 
tion  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  faid  3I.  per  cent, 
confolidated  annuities  are  payable  and  transferrable 
there  and  redeemable  by  parliament  7,490,000  o  © 

May  6. 

That  the  fum  of  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  ninety  feven  pounds,  ten  (hillings,  and  five 
pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1779,  of  the 
furpiuffes  of  the  leveral  llamp  duties  granted  by  the 
ads  of  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  King  George  the 
Second,  and  of  the  fecond  and  fifth  years  of  his 
prefent  Majefly,  for  augmenting  the  falaries  of  the 
judges  of  England  and  Wales,  after  payment  of 
the  feveral  allowances  then  due  and  payable  out  of 
the  fame,  be  granted  to  his  Majefly,  to  be  applied 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  falaries  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Weflminfler, 
and  of  the  Puifne  Juflices  of  the  coufts  of  King’s 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Puifne  Barons 
of  the  Coif  of  the  court  of  Exchequer  at  Wefhnin- 

fter  - - -  - - -  -  15,297  10  5 

June  i, 

I.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  Majefly,  there  be  ifTued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
two  million  feventy-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty -four  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,  and  eight 
pence  halfpenny,  out  of  fuch  monies  as  have  arifen, 
or  fhall  or  may  arife,  of  the  furpiuffes,  exceffes,  or 

overplus 
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overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues,  compofing  the 

fund  commonly  called  the  finking  fund  — - —  2,71,854  13  8| 

2.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  one  million  live  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firll  aids  to  be  granted  in 
the  next  feffion  of  parliament ;  and  fuch  Exchequer 
bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  interell  thereupon, 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  exchanged  and  re¬ 
ceived  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment  - - -  . —  -  - -  1,500,000  o  o 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
bis  Majefty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  fefiion  of  parliament ;  and 
fuch  Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged,  with  in- 
tereft  thereupon,  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  to  be  ex¬ 
changed  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner 
as  Exchequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and 

received  in  payment  - -  •  - -  1,900,000  o  0 

4.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  Majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  two  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  fixty-three  pounds  and  one  Ihil- 
ling,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on 
the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-nine,  fubjedt  to  the  difpofition  of  par¬ 
liament,  excluftve  of  the  furplus  monies  then  re¬ 
maining  of  the  finking  fund  . -  - — -  2,763  o  o 


•# 

Total  of  ways  and  means 
Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


15,729,915  4  if 

■  260  18  9 


Note,  A  ‘vote  of  credit  of  one  million  was  alfo  granted 
this  feffion ,  and  is  charged  on  the  next  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  year,  amounts  to  feven  millions ;  the  interell 

of  which,  at  3  per  cent,  per  ann.  is  - -  210,000  o  o 

The  annuity  for  twenty-nine  years,  of  3I.  15s. 
per  cent,  per  ann.  1  ■  --  262,500  o  o 


In  all 


472,500  O  G 


'-v‘4 
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This 
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This  fum  (by  afts  patted  in  purfuance  of  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  ill  of  March)  is  propofed  to  be 
raifed  in  the  following  manner  : 

An  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  full 
produce  of  the  excife  and  cuftoms,  beer  and  ale, 
foap,  candles  and  hides  excepted  - — —  282,109  O  O 

A  tax  on  poll  horfes  of  id.  per  horfe  per  mile  164,250  o  o 

An  additional  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  cambrick  36,000  o  o 

*  482,359  o  o 

« 

Excefs  of  taxes  »- . ■■■■■  *— — —  * -  9,859  0  0 

1 - - - — 


% 


1 


STATE 


t 
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STATE  PAPERS. 


His  Majefy's  mofl  gracious  Speech  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ,  No¬ 
vember  2  fb,  1778. 

P 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
Have  called  you  together  in  a 
conjuncture  which  demands 
your  moil  ferrous  attention. 

In  the  time  of  profound  peace, 
without  pretence  of  provocation  or 
colour  of  complaint,  the  court  of 
France  hath  not  forborne  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquility,  in  violation 
of  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the 
general  rights  of  fovereigns,  at  hrft 
by  the  clandeltine  fupply  of  arms 
and  other  aid  to  my  revolted  fub- 
jeffis  in  North  America,  afterwards 
by  avowing  openly  their  fupport, 
and  entering  into  formal  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  leaders  of  the  re¬ 
bellion,  and  at  length  by  commit¬ 
ting  open  hoflilities  and  depreda¬ 
tions  on  my  faithful  fubjeCts,  and 
by  an  aCtual  invaflon  of  my  do¬ 
minions  in  America  and  the  Well 
Indies. 

It  is,  I  trull,  unnecelfary  for  me 
to  allure  you,  that  the  fame  care 
and  concern  for  the  happinefs  of 
my  people,  which  induced  me  to 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war,  will  make  me  defi- 
rous  to  fee  a  relioration  of  the 
bleffings  of  peace,  whenever  it  can 
be  effe&ed  with  perfeCl  honour, 
and  with  fecurity  to  the  rights  of 
this  country. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  not 

6 


negleCled  to  take  the  proper  and 
neceffary  meafures  for  difappoint- 
ing  the  malignant  defigns  of  our 
enemies,  and  alfo  for  making  ge¬ 
neral  reprifals  ;  and  although  my 
efforts  have  not  been  attended  with 
all  the  fuccefs,  which  the  jullice 
of  our  caufe  and  the  vigour  of  our 
exertions  feemed  to  promife,  yet 
the  extenfive  commerce  of  my  fub¬ 
jeCts  has  been  protected  in  moil 
of  its  branches,  and  large  repri¬ 
fals  have  been  made  upon  the  in¬ 
jurious  aggreffors,  by  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  my  fleets,  and  by  the  ac¬ 
tive  and  enterprizing  fpirit  of  my 
people. 

The  great  armaments  of  other 
powers,  however  friendly  and  fin- 
cere  their  ptofeffions,  however  juft 
and  honourable  their  purpofes, 
mull  neceffarily  engage  our  atten¬ 
tion  . 

It  would  have  afforded  me  very 
great  latisfaCtion  to  have  informed 
you,  that  the  conciliatory  mea¬ 
fures,  planned  by  the  wifdotn  and 
temper  of  parliament,  had  taken 
the  defired  effect,  and  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclufion, 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  the 
national  honour  and  fecurity  call 
fo  loudly  upon  us  for  the  molt  ac¬ 
tive  exertions,  that  I  cannot  doubt 
of  your  heartiell  concurrence  and 
fupport.  From  the  vigour  of  your 
councils,  and  the  conduCi  and  in¬ 
trepidity  of  my  officers  and  forces 
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by  fca  and  land,  I  hope,  under 
the  blefiing  of  God,  to  derive  the 
means  of  vindicating  -and  main- 

o' 

taining  the  honour  of  my  crown, 
and  the  interefts  of  my  people, 
againft  ail  our  enemies* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  will  order  the  proper  eftimates 
for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year 
to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  when 
you  cor.fider  the  importance  of  the 
objects  for  which  we  are  contend¬ 
ing,  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  grant 
me  fuch  fupplies  as  you  fhall  judge 
necclfary  for  the  public  fervice, 
and  adequate  to  the  prefent  emer¬ 
gency. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have,  according  to  the  powers 
verted  in  me  for  that  purpole,  cal¬ 
led  forth  the  militia,  to  afiiftin  the 
interior  defence  of  this  country; 
and  I  have,  with  the  greatert  and 
truert  fatisfafiion,  been  myfelf  a 
witnefs  of  that  public  fpirit,  that 
Heady  ardour,  and  that  love  of 
their  country,  which  animate  and 
unite  all  ranks  of  my  faithful 
fubjedts,  and  which  cannot  fail  of 
making  us  fafe  at  home,  and  re- 
fpedted  abroad. 


T he  humble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  ''Temporal  in  Parliament 
ajfembled. 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  mort  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedb,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
.Parliament  afiembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  mort  gracious 
fpcech  from  the  throne* 

Vol.  XXII. 
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We  have  the  rtrongeft  fenfe  of 
the  importance  of  t’nofe  objects 
which  render  the  prefent  conjunc¬ 
ture  worthy  of  the  moft  ferious  at- 
tention. 

The  difturbance  of  the  public 
tranquillity  by  the  court  of  France, 
without  pretence  of  provocation  or 
colour  of  complaint,  the  clandef- 
tine  affiftance,  the  avowed  fupport, 
the  formal  engagements  which,  at 
different  periods,  that  court  has 
not  thought  it  inconftftent  with  its 
honour,  to  afford  to  your  Majefty’s 
revolted  fubjedts  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  to  conclude  with  the  lea¬ 
ders  of  rebellion,  excite  in  our 
breafts  a  juft  abhorrence  of  the 
violation  of  every  public  principle 
which  fuch  a  conduct  manifefts, 
and  a  determination  to  concur  in 
every  meafure,  which  may  enable 
your  Majefty  to  refent  with  dfedt, 
the  hoftilities  committed  on  your 
faithful  fubjedts,  and  the  adtual 
invafion  of  your  Majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies. 

We  beg  leave  to  exprefs  our 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  tender  con¬ 
cern  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  which  has  uniformly  in¬ 
duced  your  Majefty  to  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  calamitie  of  war, 
and  will  make  your  Majefty  deil- 
rous  to  fee  the  return  of  peace, 
whenever  it  can  be  effedted  with 
perfedt  honour  and  fecurity  to  the 
rights  of  this  country. 

At  the  fame  time  we  return  your 
Majefty  our  dutiful  thanks  for 
your  great  care  in  taking  the  pro¬ 
per  and  neceifary  meafures  for 
difappointing  the  malignant  de- 
ftgns  of  our  enemies,  and  alfo  for 
making  general  reprifals,  and  for 
the  protedlion  which  has  been  de¬ 
rived  from  the  vigilance  of  your 
[T]  Majefty’s, 
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Majdty’s  deets  to  our  extenfve 
commerce,  m  mod  of  its  branches, 
while  that  of  the  enemy  has'  ma¬ 
terially  fuffered  by  the  abiive  and 
enterprizing  fpirit  of  otir  fellow- 
fubjetds  :  And  we  hope,  although 
your  Majedy’s  efforts  ha\?e  not  hi¬ 
therto  been  attended  with  all  the 
ftsccefs,  which  the  judice  of  our 
eaufe  and  the  vigour  of  our  exer¬ 
tions  feemed  to  promife,  that  con- 
fequeoces  more  adequate  to  both 
may  refult  from  the  animated  exe¬ 
cution  of  firm  and  aflive  councils, 
which  the  time  requires,  and  with 
which  the  fpirited  perfeverance  of 
the  Britidi  nation  has  fo  often  fur- 
mounted  the  greated  difficulties* 

It  is  with  concern  we  learn, 
that  the  conciliatory  meafures  of 
parliament  have  not  yet  had  the 
good  effe<9fc  with  your  Majedy’s 
revolted  fubjefb,  which  was  due 
to  the  wifdom  and  temper  with 
which  they  were  planned* 

In  this  foliation  of  affairs,  fully 
feoffble  that  the  national  honour 
and  fecurity  loudly  calls  for  the 
moll  adive  exertions,  we  will 
Hrenuoufly  concur  in  fupporting 
your  Majefly,  that,  under  the 
bleffing  of  God,  means  may  be 
derived  from  the  condnd  and  in¬ 
trepidity  of  your  Majedy’s  officers 
and  forces,  by  fea  and  land,  and 
the  yet  undaunted  fpirit  of  the  na-  * 
tion,  to  vindicate  and  maintain 
the  honour  of  the  crown,  and  the 
intereds  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain. 

■  We  return  your  Majefty  our 
cordial  acknowledgements  for  hav¬ 
ing  called  forth  the  militia,  to  af- 
fiii  in  the  interior  defence  of  this 
country  ;  and  it  is  with  joy  and 
exultation  we  hear  the  gracious 
teMmoay  your  Majedy  is  pleafed 
to  bear  to  die  public  fpirit,  the 


IIS  TER,  1779. 

Heady  ardour,  and  love  of  their 
country,  which  animate  that  na¬ 
tional  force,  and  unite  all  ranks 
of  your  Majedy’s  faithful  fubjects 
in  giving  fignal  proofs,  to  all  the 
world,  of  a  loyalty  and  zeal  which 
muff  render  us  fafe  at  home  and 
refpe&ed  abroad. 

His  Majejly’ s  Anfjjer. 

My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  for  this  loyal  and 
dutiful  addrefs :  The  zeal  you  fhew 
for  my  honour  and  fupport,  and 
the  frmnefs  and  vigour  you  mani- 
fed  in  the  prefent  conjuncture, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  bell 
effects  ;  it  mull  add  confidence  to 
my  people,  and  encourage  anima¬ 
ted  efforts  to  with  Hand,  oppofe, 
and  fubdue,  every  hoilile  attack 
upon  the  honour  and  intereits  of 
my  kingdoms. 


1’he  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Moll  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majedy’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjects, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majelty  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  mod  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  acknowledge  with  the  utmod 
gratitude  your  Majedy  *s  paternal 
regard  for  the  happinefs  of  your 
people,  in  your  earned  and  uni¬ 
form  endeavours  to  preferve  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  the  good 
faith  and  uprightnefs  of  your  Ma- 
jedy’s  conduct  to  all  foreign 
powers  :  And  we  affure  your  Ma- 
jedy,  that  we  have  feen  with  con¬ 
cern  and  indignation,  that  tran¬ 
quillity 
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quillity  difturbed  by  the  court  of 
France,  without  the  lead  pretence 
of  provocation,  or  colour  of  com¬ 
plaint  ;  and  we  have,  with  the 
warmed  emotions  of  refentment, 
marked  the  progrels  of  their  ma¬ 
lignant  defigns  againft  this  coun  ry, 
fi rib  by  a  clandefting  aid  and  fupp'y 
of  arms  to  your  Majefty’s  revolted 
fubjeCts  in  North  A  .  erica  ;  after¬ 
wards,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  contrary  to  the  rights 
and  common  interell  of  every 
fovereign  Hate  in  Europe  pofi'efted 
of  colonies  and  dependencies,  by 
entering  into  and  avowing  formal 
engagements  with  the  leaders  of 
the  rebellion  ;  and,  at  length,  by 
committing  open  hoftilities  and 
depredations,  and  by  actually  in¬ 
vading  part  of  your  Majefty’s  do¬ 
minions  in  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies. 

We  cannot  but  feel  concern  and 
regret,  that  the  meafures  taken  by 
your  Majefty,  for  difappointing 
thei'e  hoftile  and  malignant  de¬ 
figns,  have  not  been  attended 
with  all  the  fuccefs  which  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  the  exertions,  feemed  to 
promife  ;  yet,  we  have  at  the 
fame  time  feen  with  great  fatis- 
faction,  the  extenfive  commerce 
of  your  Majefty’s  fubjeCts  protect¬ 
ed  in  moit  of  its  branches,  and 
large  reprifals  made  on  the  inju¬ 
rious  aggreffors,  by  the  vigilance  of 
your  Majefty’s  fleets,  and  the  ac¬ 
tive  fpirit  of  the  nation. 

It  would  have  given  your  faith¬ 
ful  Commons  the  trueft  happinefs, 
to  have  received  the  communica¬ 
tion  from  your  Majefty,  that  the 
juft  and  humane  purpofes  of  your 
Majefty  and  your  Parliament,  for 
quieting  the  mind-s  of  your  re¬ 
volted  fubjeCts,  had  taken  the  de- 
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fired  effeCt,  and  had  brought  the 
troubles  in  North  America  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

Your  faithful  Commons  do  moil 
heartily  concur  with  your  Majefty, 
in  the  juft  approbation  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  exprefs  of  the 
public  fpirit  which  has  fo  confpi- 
cucufly  animated  all  ranks  of  your 
Majefty’s  faithful  fubjeCts,  to  ftand 
forth,  at  this  time  of  danger,  in 
the  fervice  of  the  militia,  who,  by 
their  difcipline  and  fteady  perfe- 
verance  in  their  duty,  have  ena¬ 
bled  your  Majefty  to  avail  your- 
felf  of  that  conftitutional  force  for 
the  defence  of  this  country. 

Your  Majefty  may  rely  on  the 
hearty  and  zealous  concurrence 
and  afiiftance  of  your  faithful 
Commons,  in  enabling  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  make  the  moft  aCtive  and 
vigorous  exertions  by  fea  and  land, 
for  vindicating  and  eftablifhing 
the  national  honour  and  fecurity  ; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  declare  our 
ftedfaft  relolution,  .and  renew  our 
folemn  affurances  to  your  Majefty, 
that  this  Houfe,  convinced  of  the 
importance  of  the  objeCts  for  which 
we  are  contending,  and  impelled 
by  every  motive  of  duty  and  inte- 
reft  that  can  animate  the  hearts 
of  Britons,  will  effeCtually  affift 
your  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of 
the  prefent  juft  and  neceftary  war ; 
and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of 
our  power,  fupport  your  Majefty 
againit  all  your  enemies. 


Protests  of  the  Lords. 

Die  Litn<£>  Decern. 

Moved, 

HAT  an  humble  addrefs  be 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to 
exprefs  to  his  Majefty  the  dilplea- 
[T]  2  fure 
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fure  of  this  Houfe,  at  a  certain 
manifedo  and  proclamation,  dated 
the  third  day  of  O&ober,  1778, 
and  publifhed  in  America  under 
the  hands  and  feals  of  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  William  Eden,- 
Efq;  commiffioners  for  reftoring 
peace  to  the  colonies,  and  coun- 
terfigned  by  Adam  Fergulon,  Efq; 
fecretary  to  the  commiffion  ;  the 
faid  manifefto  containing  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  following  tenour  : 

“  If  there  be  any  perfons,  who, 
diverted  of  miftaken  refentments, 
and  uninfluenced  by  felfifh  inte- 
rerts,  really  think  it  is  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  colonies,  to  feparate 
themfelves  from  Great  Britain, 
and  that  fo  feparated  they  will 
find  a  con  dilution  more  mild,  more 
free,  and  better  calculated  for 
their  profperity,  than  that  which 
they  heretofore  enjoyed,  and  which 
we  are  empowered  and  difpofed  to 
renew  and  improve  ;  with  fuch  per¬ 
fons  we  will  not  difpute  a  pofition, 
which  feems  to  be  fufficiently  con¬ 
tradicted  by  the  experience  they 
have  had.  But  we  think  it  right 
to  leave  them  fully  aware  of  the 
change  which  the  maintaining  fuch 
a  pofition  mu  ft  make  in  the  whole 
nature  and  future  conduct  of  this 
war,  more  efpecially  when  to  this 
pofition  is  added  the  pretended  al¬ 
liance  with  the  court  of  France. 
The  policy,  as  well  as  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  Great  Britain,  have  thus 
far  checked  the  extremes  of  war, 
when  they  tended  to  diftrefs  a  peo¬ 
ple,  ftill  confidered  as  our  feijow- 
lubjefts,  and  to  defolate  a  coun¬ 
try,  fhortly  to  become  again  a 
fource  of  mutual  advantage:  but 
when  that  country  profeffes  the 
unnatural  defign,  not  only  of 


eftranging  herfelf  from  us,  but  of 
mortgaging  herfelf,  and  her  re- 
fcurces,  to  our  enemies,  the  whole 
conteft  is  changed,  and  the  quef- 
tion  is,  how  far  Great  Britain  may, 
by  every  means  in  her  power,  de- 
ftroy  or  render  ufelefs  a  connection, 
contrived  for  her  ruin,  and  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  France,  Un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances,  the  laws 
of  felf-prefervation  mull  direft  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if 
the  Britifh  colonies  are  to  become 
an  acceffion  to  France,  will  direft 
her  to  render  that  acceffion  of  as 
little  avail  as  poftible  to  her 
enemies.’* 

To  acquaint  his  Majefly  with 
the  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  that  the 
faid  commiffioners  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  whatsoever,  under  the  a£t  of 
parliament,  in  virtue  of  which  they 
were  appointed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
make  the  faid  declaration,  or  to 
make  any  declaration  to  the  fame, 
or  to  the  like  purport,  nor  can 
this  Houfe  be  eafily  brought  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  faid  commiffioners 
derived  any  fuch  authority  from 
his  Majefty’s  inftruftions. 

Humbly  to  befeech  his  Majefly > 
that  fo  much  of  the  faid  manifefto 
as  contains  the  Hid  declaration, 
be  publicly  difavowed  by  his  Ma¬ 
jefly,  as  containing  matter  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  humanity  and  ge¬ 
nerous  courage  which,  at  all  times, 
have  diftinguiftied  the  Britifh  na- 
Don,  fubverrtve  of  the  maxims 
which  have  been  eftablifhed  among 
Chriftian  and  civilized  communi¬ 
ties,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of 
the  crown  of  this  realm,  tending 
to  debafe  the  fpirit,  and  fnbvcrt 
the  difeipline  of  his  Majefty’s  ar¬ 
mies,  and  to  expofe  his  Majefty’s 
innocent  fubjedts,  in  all  parts  of 

his 
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his  dominions,  to  cruel  and  ruinous 
retaliations. 

After  a  long  debate,  thequeftion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  Contents  37.  Non -con¬ 
tents  71,  including  proxies. 

Difientient, 

ill.  Becaufe  the  public  law  of 
nations,  in  affirmance  of  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  nature,  and  the  precepts 
of  revealed  religion,  forbids  us  to 
refort  to  the  extremes  of  war  upon 
our  own  opinion  of  their  expe¬ 
diency,  or  in  any  cafe  to  carry  on 
war  for  the  purpofe  of  defolation. 
We  know  that  the  rights  of  war 
are  odious,  and  inftead  of  being 
extended  upon  loofe  conftru&ions 
and  fpeculations  of  danger,  ought  to 
be  bound  up  and  limited  by  all  the 
reftraints  of  the  molt  rigorous  con- 
ilrudftion .  We  are  fhocked  tc  fee  the 
firftlaw  of  nature,  felf-prefervation, 
perverted  and  abufed  into  a  princi¬ 
ple  deftru&ive  of  all  other  laws ; 
and  a  rule  laid  down,  by  which  our 
own  fafety  is  rendered  incompati¬ 
ble  with  the  profperity  of  mankind. 
Thofe  objedts  of  war,  which  can¬ 
not  be  compared  by  fair  and  ho¬ 
nourable  hoftiiity,  ought  not  to 
be  compared  at  all.  An  end  that 
has  no  means,  but  fuch  as  are  un¬ 
lawful,  is  an  unlawful  end.  The 
manifefto  exprefsly  founds  the 
change  it  announces  from  a  quali¬ 
fied  and  mitigated  war,  to  a  war 
of  extremity  and  defolation,  on  a 
certainty  that  the  provinces  muft 
be  independent,  and  mull  become 
sn  acceilion  to  the  llrength  of  an 
enemy.  In  the  midlt  of  the  cala¬ 
mities,  by  which  our  lofs  of  em¬ 
pire  has  been  preceded  and  ac¬ 
companied  ;  in  the  midft  of  our 
apprehenfions  for  the  farther  cala- 
jmkies  which  impend  over  us,  it 
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is  a  matter  of  frefh  grief  and  accu¬ 
mulated  fhame,  to  fee  from  a  corn- 
million  under  the  great  feal  of  this 
kingdom,  a  declaration  for  defol¬ 
iating  a  vail  continent,  folely  be¬ 
caufe  we  had  not  the  wifdom  to 
retain,  or  the  power  to  fubdue  it. 

2dly.  Becaufe  the  avowal  of  a 
deliberate  purpofe  of  violating  the 
law  of  nations  mull  give  an  alarm 
to  every  Hate  in  Europe.  All 
commonwealths  have  a  concern 
in  that  law,  and  are  its  natural 
avengers.  At  this  time,  furround- 
ed  by  enemies,  and  dellitute  of  all 
allies,  it  is  not  necefiary  to  fharpen 
and  embitter  the  hoftiiity  of  de¬ 
clared  foes,  or  to  provoke  the  en¬ 
mity  of  neutral  ftates.  We  truft 
that  by  the  natural  llrength  of  this 
kingdom,  we  are  fecured  from  a 
foreign  conqueft,  but  no  nation  is 
fecured  from  the  invafion  and  in- 
curfions  of  enemies.  And  it  feems 
to  us  the  height  of  frenzy,  as  well  as 
wickednefs,  to  expofe  this  country 
to  cruel  depredations,  and  other 
outrages  too  fhocking  to  mention 
(but  which  are  all  contained  in  the 
idea  of  the  extremes  of  war  and 
defolation)  by  eftablifhing  a  falfe, 
fhameful,  and  pernicious  maxim, 
that  where  we  have  no  intereft  to 
preferve,  we  are  called  upon  by 
neceffity  to  deftroy.  This  king¬ 
dom  has  long  enjoyed  a  profound 
internal  peace,  and  has  flourifhed 
above  all  others  in  the  arts  and 
enjoyments  of  that  happy  Hate. 
It  has  been  the  admiration  of  the 
world  for  its  cultivation  and  its 
plenty:  for  the  comforts  of  the 
poor,  the  fplendor  of  the  rich, 
and  the  content  and  profperity  of 
all.  This  fituation  of  fafety  may 
be  attributed  to  the  greatnefs  of 
our  power.  It  is  more  becoming, 
and  more  true,  that  we  ought  to 

[T]  3  attribute 
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attribute  that  fafety,  and  the  power 
which  procured  it,  to  the  ancient 
juftice,  honour,  humanity,  and 
generofity  of  this  kingdom,  which 
brought  down  the  bleffing  of  pro¬ 
vidence  on  a  people  who  made 
their  prosperity  a  benefit  to  the 
world,  and  interefted  ail  nations 
in  their  fortune,  whofe  example  of 
mildnefs  and  benignity  at  once  hu¬ 
manized  others,  and  rendered  ;t- 
felf  inviolable.  In  departing  from 
thole  folid  principles,  and  vainly 
tr lifting  to  the  fragility  of  human 
force,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  arms, 
rendered  impotent  by  their  per- 
verfion,  we  lay  down  principles, 
and  furnifh  examples  of  the  moft 
atrocious  barb  .rity.  We  are  to 
dread  that  all  our  power,  peace, 
and  opulence  fhould  vaniffi  like  a 
dream,  and  that  the  cruelties 
which  we  think  fafe  to  exercife, 
becaufe  their  immediate  objetft  is 
remote,  be  brought  to  the  coafts, 
perhaps  to  the  bofom  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

3dly.  Becaufe,  if  the  explana¬ 
tion  given  in  debate,  be  expreffive 
of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  article  in 
the  manifefto,  fuch  explanation 
ought  to  be  made,  and  by  as  high 
authority  as  that  under  which  the 
exceptionable  article  was  originally 
publifned.  The  natural  and  ob¬ 
vious  fenfe  indicates,  that  the  ex- 

•  * 

tremes  of  war  had  hitherto  been 
che  ked  ;  that  his  Majefty’s  gene¬ 
rals  had  hitherto  foreborne  (upon 
principles  of  benignity  and  policy) 
to  defolate  the  country;  but  that 
the  whole  nature,  and  future  con- 
dud;  of  the  war  mull  be  changed, 
in  order  to  render  the  American 
acceffion  of  as  little  avail  to  France 
as  poffible.  This,  in  our  appre- 
henfion,  conveys  a  menace  of  car- 
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rying  the  war  to  extremes  and  to 
defoiation,  or  it  means  nothing. 
And  as  feme  fpeeches  in  the  Ploufe 
(how  ver  palliated)  and  as  feme 
ails  of  lingular  cruelty,  and  per- 
fedly  conformable  to  the  apparent 
ideas  in  the  manifefto,  have  lately 
been  exercifed,  it  becomes  the 
more  neceftary,  for  the  honour  and 
fafety  of  this  nation,  that  this  ex¬ 
planation  fhould  be  made.  As  it 
is  refufed,  we  have  only  to  clear 
Qurfelv.es  to  our  confidences,  to 
our  country,  to  our  neighbours, 
and  to  every  individual  who  may 
fuffer  in  confequence  of  this  atro¬ 
cious  menace,  of  all  part  in  the 
guilt,  or  in  the  evils  that  may  be¬ 
come  its  puni fitment.  And  we 
chufe  to  draw  ourfelves  out,  and 
to  diftinguifh  ourfelves  to  pofterity, 
as  not  being  the  firft  to  renew,  to 
approve,  or  to  tolerate,  the  return 
of  that  ferocity  and  barbarifm  in 
war,  which  a  beneficent  religion, 
and  enlightened  manners,  and  true 
military  honour,  had  for  a  long 
time  banilhed  from  the  Chriftian 
world. 
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Craven, 
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Bolton, 
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Scarborough, 
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Coventry, 
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De  Ferrars, 

Foley, 

Ferrers, 

Spencer, 

Stanhope, 

Die 
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Die  Veneris,  Jpr.  23tl°. 

Moved, 

“  THAT  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  will  be  gracioufty  pleafed 
to  remove  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  fir  ft  commif- 
ftoner  for  executing  the  office  of 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  one  of  his  Majefly’s  moll 
honourable  privy  council,  from 
the  faid  office  of  firft  Lord  Coni- 
miffionerof  the  Admiralty.” 

After  much  debate,  the  quefiion 
was  put,  and  carried  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  Contents  39,  Non -con¬ 
tends  78. 

Diftentient, 

Becaufe,  as  it  is  highly  becom¬ 
ing  this  great  council  of  the  na-<. 
tion  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  for  the 
removal  of  any  Minifter  for  negledl 
of  duty  or  incapacity,  in  order  to 
prevent  public  detriment;  fo  we 
conceive  the  notoriety  of  the  fads 
in  this  debate  fufficiently  warrants, 
and  the  prefent  alarming  fituation 
of  public  affairs  loudly  calls  for. 


this  interpofidon. 

Abingdon, 

Bolton, 

Courtenay, 

Harcourt, 

Craven, 

Grafton, 

King, 

Fitzwilliam 

Fortefcue, 

Richmond, 

Spencer, 

Stamford, 

Ferrers, 

Effingham, 

Mancheller, 

Portland, 

Rockingham, 

Camden, 

Briftol, 

Egremont, 

Scarborough, 

Pembroke, 

Radnor, 

De  Ferrars, 

Wycombe. 

Diftentient, 

Becaufe,  having  made  the  mo¬ 
tion  alluded  to  in  the  above  diffent. 


I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to 
let  pofterity  know  the  particular 
grounds  I  made  that  motion  upon. 

ill.  Becaufe,  ftnce  the  year 
1771,  there  has  been  6,917,872!. 
5 s-  °f  ♦  granted  for  naval  purpofes, 
more  than  was  granted  in  an  equal 
number  of  years,  between  17$  1 
and  1759,  for  the  sfe  of  the  navy, 
although  we  had  been  four  years 
at  war  with  France  within  that 
period. 

adly.  Becaufe  the  navy  of  Eng¬ 
land  appears  to  be  reduced  from 
what  it  was  in  the  year  1771,  when 
the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty  fucceeded  to  the  head  of  that 
board,  notwithftanding  the  im- 
menfe  fu ms  granted  for  its  fupport 
and  increafe  fince  that  time. 

3dly.  Becaufe  it  appears,  after 
having  received  fuch  repeated  in¬ 
telligence  as  hath  been  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  have  been  received  from 
the  3d  of  January,  1778,  to  the 
27th  of  April  following,  of  the 
equipment  and  progrefs  of  the 
Toulon  fquadron,  to  their  failing 
on  the  13th  of  April,  1778;  the 
not  fending  a  fquadron  into  the 
Mediterranean,  to  watch  the  mo¬ 
tions  of,  and  endeavour  to  inter¬ 
cept,  the  faid  French  fquadron 
from  palling  the  Straits,  nor  fend¬ 
ing  any  reinforcement  to  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  Lord  Howe,  or  even  dif- 
patcbing  Vice  Admiral  Byron  till 
the  9th  of  June,  177S,  was  ex- 
pofing  the  fleet  as  well  as  army 
of  England,  then  employed  in 
America,  to  a  very  fuperior  force 
of  France. 

4thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  the 
fending  of  Admiral  Keppel  off 
Breft  the  13th  of  .June,  with 
twenty  fail  of  the  line,  when  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  knew,  or  ought  to  have 
[T]  4  known* 
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known,  that  the  French  fleet  then 
actually  at  Breft,  and  fitting  for 
fea,  confided  of  32  Pnips  of  the 
line,  befides  piany  heavy  frigates, 
might  have  been  productive  at  that 
time  of  the  molt  fatal  confequences 
to  the  only  confiderable  naval 
force  this  kingdom  had  then  ready 
for  its  protection,  but  alfo  to  the 
trade,  and  even  the  ports  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  And  if  Admiral  Kep¬ 
pel  had  remained  with  his  20  fail 
■of  the  line  off  Bred,  he  muft  with 
thofe  drips  have  engaged  the 
French  fleet  of  30  fail  of  the  line, 
who  failed  on  the  8th  of  July,  as 
Admiral  Keppel  could  not  get  the 
reinforcement  even  of  four  lhips  of 
the  line  to  join  him  till  the  9th 
pf  July,  although  he  was  then  at 
St.  Idelens  for  that  purpofe. 

5 thly .  Becaufe  it  appears  we 
loft  that  valuable  ifland  of  Domi¬ 
nica,  for  vvant  of  timely  reinforce¬ 
ments  and  proper  inftruCtions  be¬ 
ing  fent  to  Admiral  Barrington. 

6thly.  Becaufe,  for  want  of  the 
fmalleft  naval  force  being  fent  to 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  we  have  alfo 
Jolt  the  valuable  ftation  of  Senegal, 
which  might  in  time,  with  proper 
attention,  have  opened  new  mar¬ 
kets  for  our  drooping  manufac¬ 
tures. 

7thly.  Becaufe  it  appears  that 
the  Admiralty,  without  any  deli¬ 
beration  whatsoever,  having  fo  pre¬ 
cipitately  ordered  a  court  martial 
upon  a  commander  in  chief,  of 
great  rank  and  character,  which 
Admiral  Keppel  bears  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fleet,  was  fruftrating  the  fa- 
lutary  intentions  of  that  difcre- 
tionary  power,  lodged  by  the  confti- 
tution  in  the  lords  commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  where¬ 
by  all  malicious  and  ill-founded 
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charges  (by  whomfoever  exhibited) 
may  be  avoided,  and  the  union 
and  difcipline  of  the  fervice  not 
interrupted. 

Bristol. 


, 'June  \  ytb  the  following  MeJJage  was 

fent  by  the  King  to  both  Houfes 

of  Parliament . 

GEORGE  R. 

^THE  ambaifador  of  the  King 
A  of  Spain  having  delivered 
a  paper  to  Lord  Vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth,  and  fignided  that  he  has  re¬ 
ceived  orders  from  his  court,  imme¬ 
diately  to  withdraw  from  this  coun¬ 
try;  his  Majefty  has  judged  itnecef- 
fary  to  dire£t  a  copy  of  that  paper  to 
be  laid  before  both  Houles  of  par¬ 
liament,  as  a  matter  of  the  higheft 
importance  to  the  crown  and  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  his  Majefty  acquaints 
them  at  the  fame  time  that  he  has 
found  himfelf  obliged,  in  confe- 
quenceofthis  hoftile  declaration,  to 
recall  his  ambaifador  from  Madrid. 

His  Majefty  declares,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  that  his  de¬ 
fire  to  preferve  and  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendly  intercourfe  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  has  been  uni¬ 
form  and  fincere  ;  and  that  his 
conduct  towards  that  power  has 
been  guided  by  no  other  motives 
or  principles  than  thofe  of  good 
faith,  honour,  and  juftice ;  and 
his  Majefty  fees  with  the  greater 
furprife  the  pretences  on  which 
this  declaration  is  grounded,  as 
fome  of  the  grievances  enumerated 
in  that  paper  have  never  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  Majefty,  ei¬ 
ther  by  representation  on  the  part 
of  the  Catholick  King,  or  by  in¬ 
telligence  from  any  other  quarter; 
and  in  all  thofe  cafes  where  appli¬ 
cations 
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cations  have  been  received,  the 
matter  of  complaint  has  been  treat 
ed  with  the  utmoft  attention,  and 
put  into  a  courfe  of  enquiry  and 
red  refs. 

1 1  is  Majefty  has  the  firmell  con¬ 
fidence,  that  his  parliament  will, 
with  that  zeal  and  public  fpirit, 
which  he  has  fo  often  experienced, 
fupport  his  Majefty  in  his  resolu¬ 
tion,  to  exert  all  the  power,  and 
all  the  refources  of  the  nation,  to 
jefift  and  repel  any  hoftile  attempts 
of  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  that, 
by  the  blefting  of  God,  on  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  his  intentions,  and  the 
equity  of  his  eaufe,  his  Majefty 
will  be  able  to  withftand  and  de¬ 
feat  the  unjuft  and  dangerous  en- 
terprifes  of  his  enemies,  againft 
the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the 
commerce,  the  rights,  and  the 
common  interefts  of  all  his  fub- 
jeds. 


The  humhle  Addrefs  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal,  in  Parliament  ajfem- 
bled . 

<c  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  aftembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  Majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  mef- 
fage,  and  communication  of  the 
paper  delivered  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Weymouth  by  the  ambaftador  of 
the  King  of  Spain,  which  we  can¬ 
not  but  confider  as  a  matter  of  the 
highefc  importance  to  your  Ma- 
jeily’s  crown  and  people  $  and  for 
acquainting  us,  that  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  hoftile  declaration, 
your  Majefty  had  found  yourfelf 
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obliged  to  give  orders  to  your  am¬ 
is  t3  J 

baifador  to  withdraw  from  that 
courc. 

We  beg  leave  to  allure  your 
Majefty,  that  among  the  many 
proofs  we  have  received  of  your 
Majefty’s  conftant  care  and  con¬ 
cern  for  the  fafety  and  happinefs 
of  your  people,  your  Majefty’s 
declaration  of  your  fincere  delire 
to  preferve  and  to  cultivate  peace 
and  friendly  intercourfe  with  the 
court  of  Spain,  cannot  fail  to  in- 
fpire  us  with  the  higheft  fenti- 
mcnts  of  gratitude  and  attach¬ 
ment  ;  and  that,  animated  by 
your  Majefty’s  example,  we  will, 
with  unlhaken  fidelity  and  refolu- 
tion,  and  with  our  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes,  ftand  by  and  fupport  your 
Majefty  againft  all  the  hoftile  de- 
figns  and  attempts  of  ycur  enemies 
againft  the  honour  of  your  crown, 
and  the  rights  and  common  in¬ 
terefts  of  all  your  Majefty’s  fub¬ 
jeds.” 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  above 

X 

addrefs,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
pofed  by  adding  the  following 
words  : 

“  That  in  a  moment  fo  critical 
as  that  which  now  prefen ts  itfelf 
to  the  confideration  of  parliament, 
the  moft  awful  this  country  has 
ever  experienced,  it  would  be  de¬ 
ceiving  his  Majefty,  and  the  na¬ 
tion,  if  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
lament  the  fatal  effed  of  thofe 
councils,  which,  by  dividing  and 
wafting  the  force  of  the  empire, 
by  civil  wars,  incited  our  natural 
enemies  to  take  advantage  of  our 
weak  and  diftraded  condition  ; 
were  vye  not  to  reprefent  to  his 
Majefty,  that  the  only  means  of 
refilling  the  powerful  combination 
that  now  threatens  this  country, 
v/ill  be  by  a  total  change  of  that 


346]  ANNUAL  RE 

fyftem  that  has  involved  ns  in  our 
prefent  difficulties  in  America,  in 
Ireland,  and  at  home ;  by  fuck 
means,  a' tended  with  prudent  csco- 
nomy  and  a  due  exertion  of  the 
forces  of  a  free  and  united  people, 
we  trull  that  his  Majefty,  with  the 
affiftance  of  Divine  Providence, 
will  be  able  to  withfiand  all  his 
enemies,  and  to  reftore  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  its  former  refpedied  and 
happy  fttuation.” 

The  queftion  being  put,  that 
thofe  words  hand  part  of  the  ad- 
drefs,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  Contents  32.  Non-con¬ 
tents  57. 

Diffentient, 

Becaufe  the  amendment  pro- 
ytofed,  recommending  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  a  change  of  lyilem  in  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
appears  to  us  to  be  warranted  by 
every  conftderaf  on  which  prudence 
and  experience  can  fugged,  and  to 
be  called  for  by  the  extreme  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  dangers  which  fur- 
round  us.  The  formal  furrender 
of  all  right  to  tax  North  America, 
propofed  by  the  very  fame  Mini- 
Iters,  who  at  the  expence  of  fifty 
thoufiand  lives,  and  thirty' millions  of 
money,  had  for  three  years  fuccef- 
fively  attempted  to  eftablifh  this 
claim,  neceffarily  proves,  either 
that  thofe  principles  of  legiflation 
which  they  had  thus  a  Betted  and 
thus  abandoned  were  unjuft  in 
themfelves,  or  that  the  whole 
power  of  Great  Britain  under  their 
conduct  was  unable  to  effectuate  a 
reafonable  dependency  of  its  own 
colonies.  A  dilemma  difhonour- 
able  to  them  and  ruinous  to  us ; 
and  which,  whatever  fide  is  taken, 
proves  them  wholly  undeferving 
of  the  future  confidence  of  a  Sove- 
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reign  and  a  people  whofe  implicit 
truft  in  them  (the  largeft  which 
ever  was  repofed  by  any  King  or 
any  nation)  they  have  abu fed  in  a 
manner  of  which  the  records  of 
parliament  and  the  calamities  of 
the  nation  are  but  too  faithful  wit- 
neffes. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland,  aided  by  the 
moft  lavifh  grants,  affifted  by  thir¬ 
ty  thoufand  Germans,  unobftrudted 
for  a  long  time  by  any  foreign 
power,  has  faded  in  three  cam¬ 
paigns  againft  the  unprepared  pro¬ 
vinces  of  North  America;  we 
fhould  hold  ourfelves  equally  un¬ 
worthy  of  all  truft,  if  we  were  wil¬ 
ling  to  confide  in  thofe  abilities 
which  have  totally  failed  in  the  An¬ 
gle  conteft  with  the  colonies,  for 
refeuing  us  from  the  united  and 
frefh  efforts  of  France  and  Spain, 
in  addition  to  the  fuccefsfui  re¬ 
ft  lance  of  North  America. 

In  fuch  a  fttuation,  a  change  of 
fyftem  appeared  to  us  to  be  our 
indifpenfable  duty  to  advife.  We 
have  cqnftdered  fuch  a  change  as  the 
only  means  of  procuring  that  union 
of  councils,  that  voluntary  effort 
of  every  individual  in  the  empire 
which  is  neceffary  to  be  called  forth 
in  this  hour  of  danger.  We  have 
readily  concurred  in  a  ftneere  offer 
of  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  fupport 
of  his  Majefty  againft  the  attacks 
of  his  enemies.  Thofe  valuable 
pledges,  both  of  what  is  our  own 
perfonally,  and  of  what  belongs  to 
our  fellow  citizens  (which  ought 
to  be,  and  are  no  lefs  dear  to  us), 
give  us  a  full  right  to  claim  and 
demand  fome  better  fecurity  for 
their  being  employed  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  effedt,  for  the  purpofes 
for  which  we  offer  them,  than  can 
be  derived  from  the  opinions,  in 

which 
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which  all  mankind  concur,  of  the 
total  want  of  capacity  of  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  Minifters. 

We  have  avoided  recommend¬ 
ing  any  fpecific  meafures,  in  order 
not  to  embarrafs  government  in  a 
moment  of  fuch  difficulty:  but 
we  have  no  fcruple  in  declaring, 
that  whatever  may  be  the  future 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  with  re- 
fpebt  to  America,  the  collebting 
our  force  at  a  proper  time  to  refill 
and  to  annoy  our  natural  rivals 
and  ancient  enemies,  feems  to  us 
beyond  a  doubt  to  be  proper  and 
expedient. 

zdly.  We  think  this  advice  the 
more  feafonable,  becaufe  we  know 
the  obftinate  attachment  of  the 
Minifters  to  that  unfortunate  fyf- 
tem,  from  the  fatal  predilection  to 
which  they  have  fuffered  the  fafety 
of  the  flate  to  be  endangered,  and 
the  naval  ftrength  of  our  power¬ 
ful,  jealous,  and  natural  rivals  to 
grow  under  their  eyes,  without  the 
lead  attempt  at  interruption,  until 
it  had  arrived  at  its  prefent  alarm¬ 
ing  magnitude,  infidious  combi¬ 
nation,  and  hoftile  direbiion. 

3dly.  This  plan  appears  to  us 
flrongiy  enforced,  by  the  melan¬ 
choly  condition  in  which  the  mif- 
condubt  and  criminal  neglebts  of 
the  Minifters  have  plac  d  us. — 
Our  beft  refources  wafted  and  con- 
fumed  ;  the  Briiifh  empire  rent 
ai'under ;  a  combination  of  the 
moll  powerful  nations  formed 
againft  us,  with  a  naval  fupcrio- 
rity  both  in  number  of  fhips  and 
alacrity  of  preparation;  and  this’ 
country  now,  for  the  firft  tfme, 
left  entirely  expofed,  withouc  the 
aid  of  a  fmgle  ally.  We  fhould 
think  ourfelves  partakers  in  the 
offences  of  the  Minifters,  and  ac- 
ceffaries  to  our  own  deftrubtion,  if 
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we  neglected  any  poffible  means  of 
fecuring  a  proper  application  of  all 
the  force  we  have  left,  from  a 
blind  confidence  in  perfons,  on 
whole  account  no  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope  will  have  any  confidence  in 
us.  A  manly  difpoficion  in  par¬ 
liament  to  apply  the  national  wif- 
dom  to  the  cure  of  the  national 
diftempers,  would  reftore  our  cre¬ 
dit  and  reputation  abroad,  and 
induce  foreign  nations  to  court 
that  alliance  which  they  now  fly 
from  ;  would  invigorate  our  exer¬ 
tions  at  home;  and  call  forth  the 
full  operation  of  that  Britifh  fpirit 
which  has  fo  often,  under  the  di- 
rebtion  of  wife  counfel  and  a  pro- 
tebling  Providence,  proved  fupe- 
rior  to  numbers;  but  which  can 
have  no  exiftence  but  from  a  well- 
founded  opinion,  that  it  is  to  be 
exerted  under  Minifters  and  com¬ 
manders  who  poffefs  the  efteem  and 
affebtion  of  the  people. 

We  have  in  vain  called  for  fome 
plan  on  which  to  build  better 
hopes,  or  for  fome  reafon  for  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  prefent  fyftem. 

We  have  in  vain  requefted  to 
know  what  have  been  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  mediation,  what  are 
the  grievances  complained  of  by 
the  Spanifh  court,  in  order  that 
we  may  weigh  the  juftice  of  that 
war  in  which  we  are  going  10  en¬ 
gage,  on  which  foundation  alone 
we  can  rely  for  the  protection  of 
Providence. 

We  have  urged  the  receftity  of 
the  great  council  of  the  nation  con¬ 
tinuing  to  fit,  that  his  Majefty 
may  not  be  deprived  of  the  advice 
of  parliament  in  fuch  a  difficult 
crifis. 

All  thefe  reprefentations  have 
been  met  wiih  a  fallen  and  unfa- 
tisfabtory  iilence ;  which  gives  us 

but 
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but  too  much  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  Miniflers  mean  to  perfevere 
in  that  unhappy  courfe,  which  has 
been  the  caufe  of  all  our  misfor¬ 
tunes. 

After  doings  our  utmofl  to  awak- 

o 

en  the  Houie  to  a  better  fenfe  df 
things,  we  take  this  method  of 
clearing  ourfelves  cf  the  cor.fe- 
quences  which  muft  refult  from  the 
continuance  of  fuch  meafures. 


Richmond, 

Manchefter 

Abergavenny, 

Effingham, 

Derby, 

Ferrers, 

De  Ferrars, 

King, 

Harcourt, 

Portland, 

Rockingham, 

Radnor, 

Scarborough, 

Coventry, 

Ponfon  by. 

Hereford, 

Devonfhire, 

Foley. 

Egremont, 

Die  Marti s,  290  ‘Jumi,  1779. 

THE  bill  for  'the  more  effec¬ 
tually  manning  the  navy  was  read 
-"a  third  time.  Then  an  amendment 
being  propcfed  to  be  made  thereto; 
the  fame  was  objected  id  after  a 
long  debate.  The  queftion  was 
put  thereupon.  Refolded  in  the 
affirmative.  Then  it  was  moved 
to  re- commit  the  bill.  The  quef- 
tion  was  put  thereupon.  Re- 
folved  in  the  negative.  Con- 
tents  24.  Not-contents  50. 

Diffenti  ent, 

Because  the  re-commitment  of 
this  bill,  which  was  moved, 
but  which  the  Houfe  has  thought 
proper  to  negative,  appeared  to  us 
to  be  abfolu'tely  neceffary  for  the 
”  introduction  of  fuch  alterations  as 
might,  we  hope,  have  enabled  the 
'Houfe  to  concur  unahimoufly  in 
the  fufpenficn  of  thofe  a£ts  of  par¬ 
liament  which  Hand  in  the  way  of 


the  extraordinary  fupply  of  men 
wanted  for  equipping  the  fleet  on 
the  prefen t  emergency  ;  an  unani¬ 
mity  at  this  time  is  certainly  de- 
firable,  which  we  have  fhewn  our 
readinefs  to  produce,  by  offering 
to  acquiefce  in  meafures  of  confi- 
derabld  hard  fh  ip  and  oppreflion,  on 
account  of  the  deplorable  fit  nation, 
to  which  this  country  is  reduced; 
although  that  fituation,  fo  far 
from  being  imputable  to  us,  is  to 
be  aferibed  folely  to  that  obftinate 
adherence  to  a  fyitem,  of  which 
we  have  ccnffandy  foretold  the 
confequences  we  now  fo  unhappily 
experience. 

We  wifhed  in  the  committee  net 
to  have  fuffered  the  day  of  the 
commencement  of  this  bill  to  re¬ 
main,  as  it  now  fhnds  the  fix- 
teenth  of  the  prefent  month,  a  pe¬ 
riod  antecedent  by  fourteen  days 
to  the  paffing  of  this  bill,  whereby 
it  has  a  retrofpeclive  operation, 
and  becomes  an  ex  poj}  f ado  law, 
contrary  to  every  principle  of  jus¬ 
tice,  contrary  to  parliamentary 
faith,  and  contrary  to  $rue  po¬ 
licy. 

We  wifhed  to  have  accompanied 

X 

this  alteration  in  the  committee 
with  an  act  of  indemnity  for  the 
avowed  breach  of  the  laws  now  in 
being;  we  offered  to  confent  to 
this  indemnity  in  the  fulled:  man¬ 
ner  that  could  be  wifhed,  although 
the  proofs  we  repeatedly  called 
for,  of  the  extent  of  the  benefit, 
v/ere  refufed ;  proofs  which  we 
did  not  require  to  be'attended  with 
th  at  degree  of  flriflnefs  which 
could  render  it  difficult  to  produce 
them  ;  proofs,  which  in  common 
cafes,  from  an  effential  part  6f  the 
grounds  on  which  the  infraffor  of 
law'  is  to  be  faxed  harmlefs,  but 
which,  in  the  prefent  in  fiance, 

we 
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we  wou*d  have  difpenfed  with  in 
favour  of  the  intention. 

We  wiih,  by  no  means,  to  dif- 
courage  future  minifters  from  extra¬ 
ordinary  exertions,  when  warrant¬ 
ed  by  fufficient  neceffity  ;  but  we 
think  it  due  to  the  dignity  of  par¬ 
liament,  as  well  as  to  the  fafety  of 
the  conilitution,  on  all  occafions, 
but  more  efpecially  where  the  par¬ 
liamentary  faith  has  been  fo  deep¬ 
ly  pledged,  to  give  to  atts  of  in¬ 
demnity  all  poffibie  folemnity,  that 
they  may  never  come  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  n&s  of  right,  but  as  aCts 
of  the  lad  neceffity;  recognizing 
upon  the  face  of  them  the  force  of 
the  law,  and  dating,  as  far  as  the 
cccaiion  will  admit,  the  neceffity 
of  the  violation.  A  precedent  in 
point  dands  in  the  ftatute  book, 
7  Geo.  III.  chap.  7.  and  we  can 
fee  no  reafon  why  it  has  not  been 
precifely  followed. 

In  dirett  oppofition  to  this  pre¬ 
cedent,  the  prefent  bill  does  notin 
the  title,  preamble,  or  in  any  part, 
direClly  mark  its  intermediate  ob¬ 
ject ;  it  no  where  direClly  recog¬ 
nizes  the  power  of  the  law  ;  it  no 
where  dates  the  neceffity,  nor  the 
obtainable  advantage,  which  can 
alone  juftify  the  proceeding  ;  both 
the  violation  itfelf,  and  the  indem¬ 
nity  it  is  to  obtain,  come  only  in¬ 
cidentally  and  indirectly  under  the 
lad  claule.  It  has  been  hurried 
through  parliament  in  a  mod  un¬ 
common  manner,  and  edablifhe's  a 
new,  dangerous  and  moll  alarming 
precedent. 

Such  an  aCt  of  indemnity  as  was 
propofed,  would  have  preferved 
the  principle  that  laws  are  facred? 
that  nothing  lefs  than  the  legiila- 
tive  power  nfelf  can  protect  thofe 
W'ho  infringe  them,  and  that  fuch 
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protection  is  given  only  in  cafes  of 
extreme  neceffity. 

The  objection,  that  a  great  fer- 
vice  already  obtained  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  impreffied  fince  the 
1 6th  of  this  month,  would  be  lod 
by  their  being  to  be  difcharged, 
if  the  aft  had  no  retrofpeCl  to  the 
time  when  they  were  feized,  t iy 
no  means  applies  to  the  quedion 
of  re-commitment  which  the  Houfe 
has  rejeCted.  It  appeared  in  de¬ 
bate,  that  of  the  number  of  men 
prefied  on  this  occaiion,  and  which 
has  not  even  been  computed  to  be 
very  confiderable,  by  far  the  great¬ 
er  part  had  only  Admiralty  pro¬ 
tections,  and  were  not  protected 
by  the  aCts  now  propofed  to  be 
fufpended.  And  it  was  by  no 
means  impoffible  but  that  fuch 
bounties  or  encouragements  might 
have  been  fuggeited  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  as  would  have  induced 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had 
the  faith  of  parliament  for  their 
fecuritv,  to  enter  voluntarily  into 
the  lervice  at  this  critical  conjunc¬ 
ture. 

Every  good  purpofe  therefore  of 
this  biil  might  have  been  obtain¬ 
ed,  and  probably  a  general  con¬ 
currence  in  its  fupport  produced 
by  fimply  acquiefcing  in  a  proper 
fecurity  for  the  obfervance  of  law. 

But  when  we  fee  this  propofal 
refufed,  when  we  fee  that  part  of 
the  preamble  pertinaciously  ad¬ 
hered  to,  which  aims  at  eftablifh- 
ing,  as  a  general  principle,  that 
whatever  may  be  deemed  an  arduous 
and  difficult  conjunClure,  makes  it 
equally  juft  and  expedient  to  in¬ 
fringe  law,  when  we  fee  a  pro¬ 
pofed  amendment  for  confining 
that  reafoning  to  the  cafe  which 
gives  rife  to  the  meafure,  namely, 

the 
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the  prefent  conjuncture*  rejedled, 
we  cannot  but  fee  with  a  jealous 
eye  this  and  every  opportunity 
taken  of  eftablifthng  fome  dodtrine 
fubverfive  of  liberty  and  our  happy 
free  conftitution. 

At  fuch  a  time  as  this,  when 
minifters  avow  their  juft  fears  of 
foreign  invafton,  which  their  mif- 
condudl  has  invited,  to  create 
frefh  jealoufies  in  refpedl  to  that 
liberty  which  is  alone  worth  con¬ 
tending  for,  which  is  the  beft  fup- 
port  to  his  Majefty’s  crown,  and 
the  fureft  foundation  of  that  true 
affedtion  of  his  people  on  which 
his  Majefty  can  alone  rely  for  effec¬ 
tual  and  general  reMance  to  a  fo¬ 
reign  voice,  is  a  degree  of  infa- 
tuation  we  cannot  comprehend  1 
Anca.fter  and  Wycombe, 


Kefteven, 

Richmond, 

Scarborough, 

Abergavenny, 

Fortefcue, 

De  Ferrars, 
Portland, 


Manchefter, 

Rockingham, 

Fitzwilliam, 

Cholmondeley, 

Bolton, 

Effingham. 


Then  the  queftion  was  put,  whe¬ 
ther  this  bill,  with  the  amend¬ 
ments,  fhall  pafs  ?  Contents  51. 
Not-contents  20. 

Refolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Diftentient, 

Becaufe  the  acquiefcence  of  the 
country  in  the  mode  of  impreffing 
Teamen  (tolerated  only  becaufe  the 
neceffity  of  the  meafure  is  all  edged 
by  perfons  of  great  experience  in 
naval  matters,  and  hitherto  is  not 
disproved)  has  been  by  pofitive 
adls  of  the  legiflature  interpreted 
and  determined,  with  refpedt  to 
the  feveral  perfons,  objedts  of  this 
bill,  who  have  therefore  not  only 
all  the  rights  of  this  kingdom,  in 
common  with  their  fellow  fubjedts. 


but  the  fecurity  of  efpecial  adh 
of  parliament,  made  exprefsly  to 
check  and  curb  that  acquiefcence 
with  refpedt  to  them. 

zdly.  Becaufe  the  profedtion  giv¬ 
en  by  fuch  adts,  in  confidence  of 
which  thefe  perfons  have  engaged 
in  their  refpedtive  occupations,  has, 
in  my  opinion,  the  nature  of  a 
contradt,  and  is,  by  every  rule  of 
equity,  indiftbluble,  except  by  the 
voluntary  confent  of  the  parties, 
or  upon  a  compenfation  fatisfadtory 
to,  and  accepted  by  them,  or  in 
extreme  neceffity,  on  the  tenderof 
fuch  advantages  as  the  wifdom  of 
the  legiflature.  fhould  diredt,  and 
its  juftice  fhould  make  a  complete, 
adequate,  and  ample  equivalent 
for  fuch  an  infringement  of  their 
rights. 

jdly.  Becaufe  at  the  very  time 
protedtions  thus  held  out  by  par¬ 
liament  to  certain  perfons,  as  in¬ 
vitations  and  encouragements  to 
undertake  certain  fervices,  were 
boldly  violated  ;  the  cuftomary  ex¬ 
emptions  of  certain  watermen,  li- 
cenfed  by  the  members  of  this 
Houfe,  .unauthorized  (as  I  con¬ 
ceive)  by  any  law,  and  unknown 
to  any  court,  though  ftated  in  the 
Houfe  by  the  fame  noble  Lord 
who  has  infringed  thefe  protec¬ 
tions,  to  be  conftrudtively  difclaim- 
ed  by  a  vote  of  this  Eloufe,  were 
yet  declared  by  him  to  be,  from 
deference  and  refpedt,  held  facred. 

4thiy.  Becaufe  the  bill,  fo  far 
as  it  is  an  adt  of  indemnity,  is  in- 
con  fon  ant  with  reafon,  con  trad  idl¬ 
ed  by  precedent,  and  dangerous  in 
pradtice. 

Firft,  with  refpedl  to  the  per¬ 
fons  to  be  indemnified,  as  it  does 
not  contain  an  honeft  avowal  of 
the  tranfg  effion  ;  as  it  does  not 
ftake  the  minifter  to  an  intentional 

viola- 
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violation  of  the  law  for  the  public 
good,  to  he  fubfequently  approved 
and  juftified  on  that  ground  by  a 
public  indemnity,  but  contents 
itfelf  with  the  abatement  of  fuits 
and  adlions. 

And  lecondly  and  chiefly,  with 
refpecl  to  the  .conftitution  of  the 
kingdom,  to  which  it  offers  no  fa- 
tisfcdlion  for  the  violation  of  the 
law  ;  as  it  acknowledges  only  by 
conflrudlion  and  reference  to  dates, 
that  it  has  been  violated  ;  as  it  at¬ 
tempts  to  confound  the  juft  ideas 
of  profpedlive  legiflation  by  au¬ 
thorizing  a  meafure  from  a  day 
which  has  already  long  elapfed, 
and  as  it  totally  omits  to  ftate  not 
only  that  the  eff  cl  has  been  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  meafure,  and  that 
therefore  the  meafure  is  falutary, 
and  that  it  has  had  any  effedl  what¬ 
ever. 

Radnor. 

For  the  ftrft  and  fourth  reafons, 
Portland,  De  Ferrars. 
Abergavenny, 


On  Saturday ,  July  3 ,  his  Majefty 
clofed  the  SeJJion  of  Parliament 
f with  the  following  Speech. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
f  |  "\  H  E  many  great  and  eflen- 
X  tial  fe'rvices  you  have  ren¬ 
dered  to  me  and  to  your  country, 
during  the  courfe  of  your  long  at¬ 
tendance  in  parliament,  demand 
my  moft  cordial  thanks. 

I  have  feen  with  entire  appro¬ 
bation  the  zeal  you  have  inanifefted 
for  the  fupport  and  profeeution  of 
the  juft  and  neceffary  war  in  which 
I  am  engaged,  nor  am  I  lefs  fen- 
fibie  of  your  attention  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land  :  my  paternal  affection  for  all 
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my  people  makes  me  fincerely  an¬ 
xious  for  the  happinefs  and  pro¬ 
sperity  of  every  part  of  my  domi¬ 
nions. 

Hitherto  the  events  of  war  have 
afforded  the  court  of  France  no  rea- 
fon  to  triumph  on  the  confequences 
of  their  injuftice  and  breach  of 
public  faith  ;  and  I  truft  that  by 
a  fpirited  and  profperous  exertion 
of  the  force  you  have  put  into  my 
hands,  that  ambitious  power  may 
be  brought  to  with  that  they  had 
not,  without  provocation  or  caufe 
of  complaint,  infulted  the  honour, 
and  invaded  the  rights  of  my 
crown. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you 
with  the  hoftile  ftep  which  has 
been  lately  taken  by  the  court  of 
Spain.  Whatever  colour  may  be 
attempted  to  be  put  upon  that  un¬ 
juft  proceeding,  I  am  confcious 
that  I  have  nothing  to  reproach, 
myfelf  with :  it  has  been  followed 
by  the  cleareft  demonftrations  of 
the  loyalty  and  aftedlion  of  my 
parliament  to  my  perfon  and  go¬ 
vernment,  for  which  I  repeat  to 
you  my  warmeft  thanks  ;  and  I 
cor.fider  it  as  a  happy  omen  of  the 
fuccefs  of  my  arms,  that  the  in- 
creafe  of  difficulties  ferves  only  to 
augment  the  courage  and  con- 
ftancy  of  the  nation,  and  to  ani¬ 
mate  and  unite  my  people  in  the 
defence  of  their  country,  and  of 
every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them. 

The  advanced  feafon  of  the  year 
requires  that  I  fhould  afford  you 
fome  recefs  from  public  bufinefs, 
and  I  do  it  with  the  lefs  reludlance, 
as,  by  the  powers  veiled  in  me  by 
law,  I  can  have  the  aid  of  your 
advice  and  affiftance  within  four¬ 
teen  days,  fhould  any  emergency 
make  it  neceflarv  for  me  to  con- 

J 

vene  you  before  the  ufual  time. 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

The  various  and  extenlive  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  war  h&ve  unavoid¬ 
ably  occafioned  uncommon  ex¬ 
pence,  and  brought  additional 
burdens  on  my  faithful  and  be¬ 
loved  people,  which  I  moil:  fm~ 
cerely  regre*-  :  I  cannot  lufficiently 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you 
have  repofed  in  me,  and  for  the 
chearfulnefs  and  public  fpirit  with 
which  the  large  fupplies  for  the 
current  year  have  been  granted. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  impoffible  to  fpeak  of  the 
continuance  of  the  rebellion  in 
North  America  without  the  deeped: 
concern  :  but  we  have  given  fuch 
unqueftionable  proofs  of  our  fin- 
cere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to 
thofe  troubles,  that  I  mult  kill 
hope  that  the  malignant  defigns  of 
the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  can¬ 
not  long  prevail  againft  the  evi¬ 
dent  intereds  of  thofe  unhappy 
provinces,  and  that  they  will  not 
blindly  perfid  in  preferring  an  un¬ 
natural  and  dangerous  connection 
with  a  foreign  power,  to  peace  and 
re-union  with  their  mother-coun¬ 
try. 

Then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by 
his  Majedy’s  command,  laid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majedy’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  be 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of 
Augud  next,  to  be  then  here  hol- 
den  ;  and  this  parliament  is  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Thurfday,  the  5th  of 
Augud  next. 


Dublin  Cajihy  October  12. 

’HIS  day  the  parliament  hav¬ 
ing  met  according  to  the  lafl 
prorogation,  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  went  in  date  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  Com¬ 
mons  being  fent  for  and  come 
thither  accordingly,  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  fpeech  to  both 
Houfes : 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
AT  a  time  when  the  trade  and 
Commerce  of  this  kingdom  are,  in 
a  more  particular  manner,  the  ob~ 
jedb  of  public  attention,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  the  general  tran¬ 
quillity,  ever  defirable,  had  been 
reftored,  fo  as  to  have  left  you  en¬ 
tirely  at  lei  fare  to  deliberate  on 
thofe  great  and  important  fubjedts. 
But  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not 
permit  any  interefts,  however  dear 
to  you,  to  impede  your  efforts,  or 
didurb  your  unanimity  at  this  mod 
important  period  :  and  I  have  it 
exprefsly  in  command  from  his 
Majefiy  to  affure  you,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudes  infepapable 
from  a  date  of  hoftility,  have  not 
prevented  him  from  turning  his 
royal  mind  to  the  intereds  and 
didreffes  of  this  kingdom  with  the 
mod  affedlionate  concern  ;  of  which 
the  money  remitted  to  this  country 
for  its  defence,  when  England  had 
every  reafon  to  apprehend  a  mod 
formidable  and  immediate  at¬ 
tack,  affords  a  convincing  proof. 
Anxious  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
people,  his  Majedy  will  mod  cheer¬ 
fully  co-operate  with  his  Parlia¬ 
ment  in  fuch  mea fares  as  may  pro¬ 
mote  the  common  intereds  of  all 
his  fubjefts. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
you  of  an  acceffion  to  his  Majefty’s 
family  fince  the  lad  feffion  of  Par¬ 
liament, 
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liament,  by  the  birth  of  another 
Prince.  May  the  fame  Providence 
that  continues  to  increafe  his  do- 
medic  felicity,  protedl  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  the  happinefs  of 
his  people. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  am  to 
inform  you,  that  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  decline  of  the  reve- 
hues,  the  very  liberal  fupplies  of 
the  lad  feffion  have  proved  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  exigencies  of  govern¬ 
ment ;  fo  that,  contrary  to  my 
mod  fanguine  expectations,  and 
mod  earnefl  endeavours,  there  is  a 
confiderable  arrear  now  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for. 

His  Majefly,  from  his  paternal 
attention  to  the  intereds  of  his 
people,  and  his  follicitude  to  ob¬ 
viate  to  the  utmoft,  the  neceffity 
of  increadng  their  burdens,  has 
gracioufly  commanded  me  to  de¬ 
clare  to  you,  that  the  greated 
ceconomy  fhall  in  every  in  dance 
be  exerted,  as  far  as  may  be  con¬ 
fident  with  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  real  intereds  of 
the  nation. 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  and  other  neceffary  papers, 
to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  your  known  loyalty 
to  your  King,  and  attachment  to 
your  country,  will  induce  you  to 
go  as  far  as  the  national  abilities 
will  admit,  in  making  a  provifion 
fuitable  to  the  exigency  of  the 
times,  and  the  honourable  fupport 
of  his  Majefty’s  government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  united  efforts  and  great 
military  preparations  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  feem  only  to  have 
Vol.  XXIL 
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roufed  the  courage,  and  called 
forth  the  exertions  of  his  Majcf- 
ty’s  brave  and  loyal  fubjedts  of 
this  kingdom.  I  have  only  to  la¬ 
ment,  that  the  exhauded  date  of 
the  treafury  has  hitherto  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  give  thofe  exer¬ 
tions  the  mod  extenfive  and  con-* 
ditutional  operation,  by  carrying 
the  militia  laws  into  execution. 

I  am  perfuaded  you  will  not  dif¬ 
fer  'any  dangers  that  may  be 
threatened  from  abroad  to  draw 
off  your  attention  from  wife  and 
neceffary  domedic  regulations ; 
and  that,  among  the  many  fub¬ 
jedts  worthy  of  your  confideration, 
the  Protedant  charter  fchools  and 
linen  manufadture  will  continue  to 
be  objects  of  your  ferious  atten¬ 
tion. 

In  promoting  thefe,  and  in  all 
other  meafures  that  may  tend  to 
increafe  theprofperity  and  improve 
the  true  intereds  of  this  kingdom, 
I  am  bound  to  co-operate  with 
you  by  a  double  tie  of  inclination, 
and  duty.  Nothing  can  ever  affect: 
me  with  more  real  fatisfaclion, 
than  the  exerting  my  bed  endea¬ 
vours  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland; 
nor  can  I  ever  render  a  more  ac¬ 
ceptable  fervice  to  my  Sovereign, 
than  in  promoting  the  happinefs 
of  his  people. 


The  humhle  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal ,  in  Par¬ 
liament  affembled ,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  <ivitb  his 
Excellency' s  Anfvser » 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE,  his  Majedy’s  mod  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in 
Parliament  affembled,  return  your 
,[Z]  ExceN 
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Excellency  our  fin  cere  thanks  for 
your  mod  excellent  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

We  feel  ourfelves  happy  in  be¬ 
ing  again  affembled  in  Parliament 
under  your  Excellency’s  adminif- 
tration,  of  which  we  have  had 
fuch  experience,  as  fills  us  with 
the  bed  grounded  hopes  and  con¬ 
fidence,  that,  aflifted  by  your  Ex¬ 
cellency’s  knowledge  of,  and  ear¬ 
ned  defire  to  promote  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  this  country,  fuch  things 
may  be  accomplifhed,  as  may  emi¬ 
nently  diftinguifh  the  prefenc  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  by  the  wife 
provifion,  and  ufeful  regulations 
which  fhall  be  made  in  it,  for 
reitoring  and  eilabliihing  the  na¬ 
tional  profperity. 

We  cannot  doubt  of  your  Excel¬ 
lency’s  faithful  reprefen tadons  of 
this  country,  when  we  hear  from 
the  throne,  as  we  have  done,  that 
his  Majefty  hath  gracioufly  con- 
defcended  to  affure  us,  that  the 
cares  and  folicitudes  inseparable 
from  a  date  of  hoftility,  have  not 
been  able  to  prevent  him  from 
turning  his  thoughts  to  the  inte- 
red  and  diftrefles  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  afford  us  fuch  a  proof  as  he 
has  done  of  his  affectionate  con¬ 
cern,  by  the  remittance  made  to 
this  country  for  its  fupport. 

We  rejoice  with  your  Excellen¬ 
cy,  on  the  happy  acceflion  to  his 
Majedy’s  royal  family  by  the  birth 
of  another  Prince. 

We  congratulate  with  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  that,  notwith  handing 
the  united  efforts  of  his  Majedy’s 
enemies,  there  is  that  difplay  of 
courage  and  manifedation  of  zeal 
for  the  fupport  of  his  Majedy’s 
facred  perfon  and  government, 
through  all  orders  and  ranks  of  the 
people  in  this  kingdom,  as  fhews 


that  his  Majedy’s  loyal  fubjeCis 
here,  are  fo  far  from  being  cad 
down  and  difmayed,  by  anyhoftile 
efforts  or  threats,  that  they  are 
animated  to  a  degree,  that  roufes 
the  brave  and  military  fpirit  of 
this  country,  that  hath  fo  emi¬ 
nently  didinguilhed  itfeif  at  all 
times. 

We  beg  leave  to  affure  your 
Excellency,  that  we  will  not  fuffer 
any  dangers,  with  which  we  may 
be  threatened  from  abroad,  to 
draw  off  our  attention  from  wife 
and  domeftic  regulations ;  and  that 
among  the  great  objeCts,  worthy 
of  our  confideration,  the  Protedant 
charter  fchcols,  and  linen  manu¬ 
facture,  will  continue  to  have  a 
jud  diare  of  our  attention. 

We  cannot  but  offer  to  your 
Excellency  our  mod  grateful 
thanks,  for  the  kind  afiurance  that 
you  have  given  us,  of  your  co¬ 
operating  with  us  in  promoting 
fuch  meafures,  as  may  tend  to  in- 
creafe  the  profperity,  or  improve 
the  true  intered  of  this  kingdom  ; 
— and,  relying  upon  the  proofs 
which  your  Excellency  hath  given 
us,  in  your  pad  conduCt,  of  your 
good  wifhes,  we  trud,  that  your 
Excellency’s  bed  endeavours  will 
never  be  wanting,  to  forward  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  Ireland. 

His  Excellency's  Anjhvetr* 

My  Lords, 

The  fame  indulgent  partiality 
which  dictated  the  terms  of  your 
Lordfhips  Addrefs,  will,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  excufe  my  not  finding 
language  diffidently  forcible  to 
exprefs  my  thanks.  It  Ihall  be  my 
fludy  to  perfevere  in  that  line  of 
conduft,  which  has  been  deemed 
deferving  of  your  approbation. 

Hr  (inflation 
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9"r (inflation  of  the  King  of  France’.! 
declaration  of  War  at  Martinico. 

THE  infult  offered  to  my  flag 
by  a  frigate  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  her  treat¬ 
ment  of  my  frigate  the  Belle  Poule  ; 
the  capture  by  an  Englifh  fquad- 
ron  of  my  frigates  the  Licorne 
and  Pallas,  and  of  my  cutter,  the 
Coureur,  contrary  to  the  law  of 
nations ;  the  capture  at  fea  and 
confifcation  of  fhips  belonging  to 
my  fubje&s,  by  the  Englifh,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  faith  of  treaties ;  the 
continual  interruption  and  injury 
occafioned  to  the  maritime  com¬ 
merce  of  my  kingdom,  and  of  my 
colonies  in  America,  as  well  by 
fhips  of  war  as  by  privateers,  au¬ 
thorized  by  his  Britannic  Majefly  ; 
the  depredations  committed  and 
encouraged,  by  which  thefe  inju¬ 
rious  proceedings,  but  chiefly  the 
infult  offered  to  my  flag,  have 
forced  me  to  lay  afide  that  mode¬ 
ration  which  I  propofed  to  ob- 
ferve,  and  will  not  allow  me  any 
longer  to  fufpend  the  effects  of  my 
refen  tmer.t. 

The  dignity  of  my  crown,  and 
the  proie&ion  which  I  owe  to  my 
fubie&s,  oblige  me  to  make  re¬ 
prisals,  and  to  afl  in  a  hoftile  man¬ 
ner  againft  the  Englifh  nation.  I 
therefore  authorize  my  fhips  to  at¬ 
tack,  and  endeavour  to  take  and 
deflroy  all  fhips,  frigates,  and 
other  veflels  they  may  meet  with, 
belonging  to  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  alfo  to  feize  and  detain 
all  Englifh  mercantine  veflels 
which  they  may  encounter  ;  and 
I  likewife  authorize  my  troops  to 
attack,  feize,  and  occupy  the  pof- 
feflions  of  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

I  therefore  write  this  letter  to 
inform  you,  that  it  is  my  define. 


that  you  employ  all  the  land  and 
fea  forces  under  your  direction,  in 
attacking  and  feizing  the  poffef- 
flons  of  the  King  of  England, 
his  fhips,  frigates,  and  other  vef- 
fels,  alfo  the  merchant  fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  his  fubjebts,  and  for 
that  purpofe  you  may  exercife, 
and  caufe  to  be  exercifed,  all 
manner  of  hojiilities  authorised  by 
the  laws  of  war  ;  I  am  allured  in. 
finding  in  the  juftnefs  of  my  caufe, 
in  the  courage  and  fkill  of  my 
land  and  fea  forces,  in  the  brayery 
and  attachment  of  my  foldiers  and 
failors,  and  in  the  love  of  my 
fubjefts  in  general,  the  refources 
which  I  have  always  experienced 
from  them,  my  prefen t  cor.dudt 
having  no  other  tendency  than  to 
promote  their  happinefs. 

I  pray  God,  Monfieur  le  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouille,  that  he  may  take 
you  under  his  holy  protebtion. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

De  Sartine. 

Verf aides,  28th  June ,  1778. 


A  DECLARATION, 


Addrejfed  in  the  Name  of  the  King  of 
France  to  all  the  antient  French 
in  Canada,  and  every  other  Part 
of  North- America.  (Tranfated 
from  the  French.) 


HE  underfigned,  authorifed 
by  his  Majefty,  and  thence 
cloathed  wdih  the  nobleft  titles, 
with  that  which  effaces  all  others, 
charged  in  the  name  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  and  the  beneficent 
protestor  of  his  fubjefls,  to  offer  a 
fuppoi  t  to  t’nofe  who  v/ere  born  to 
enjoy  the  bleffmgs  of  his  govern¬ 
ment — 
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To  all  his  Countrymen  in  North- 
America. 

You  were  born  French  ;  you 
never  could  ceafe  to  be  French. 
The  late  war,  which  was  not  de¬ 
clared  but  by  the  captivity  of 
nearly  all  our  feamen,  and  the 
principal  advantages  of  which  our 
common  enemies  entirely  owed  to 
the  courage,  the  talents,  and  the 
numbers  of  the  brave  Americans,, 
who  are  now  fighting  againft  them, 
lias  wrefted  from  you  that  which 
is  mod  dear  to  all  men,  even  the 
name  of  your  country.  To  compel 
you  to  bear  the  arms  of  parricides 
againd  it,  mud  be  the  completion 
©f  misfortunes :  with  this  you  are- 
now  threatened  :  a  new  war  may 
judly  make  you  dread- being  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fubmit  to  this  mod  intole¬ 
rable  law  of  flavery..  It  has  com¬ 
menced  like  the  lad,  by  depreda¬ 
tions  upon  the  mod  valuable  part 
of  our  trade.  Too  long  already 
have  a  great  number  of  unfortu¬ 
nate  Frenchmen  been  confined  in 
American  prifons.  You  hear  their 
groans.  The  prefent  war  was  de¬ 
clared  by  a  meifage  in  March  lad,, 
from  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament ;  a  mod 
authentic  aft  of  the  Britifh  fove- 
reignty,  announcing  to  all  orders 
of  the  State,  that  to  trade,  (with 
America),  though  without  exclud¬ 
ing  others  from  the  fame  right, 
was  to  offend;  that  frankly  to  avow 
inch  intention,  was  to  defy  this 
fovereignty;  that  fhe  fhould  re¬ 
venge  it,  and  deferred  this  only  to 
a  more  advantageous  opportunity, 
when  die  might  do  it  with  more 
appearance  of  legality  than  in  the 
lad  war  ;  for  fhe  declared  that  fhe 
had  the  right,  the  will,  and  the 
ability  to  revenge,  and  accordingly 


fhe  demanded  of  Parliament  the 
fupplies. 

The  calamities  of  a  war  thus- 
proclaimed,  have  been  redrained 
and  retarded  as  much  as  was  pof- 
flble,  by  a  monarch  whofe  pacific 
and  difintereded  views  now  reclaim 
the  marks  of  your  former  attach¬ 
ment,  only  for  your  own  "happi- 
nefs..  Condrained  to  repel  force 
by  force,  and  multiplied  hodilides 
by  reprifals  which  he  has  at  laid 
authori fed,  if  neceffity  fhould  car¬ 
ry  his  arms,  or  thofe  of  his  allies, 
into  a  country  always  dear  to  him, 
you  have  not  to  fear  either  burn¬ 
ings  or  devadations :  and  if  grati¬ 
tude,  if  the  view  of  a  dag  always 
revered  by  thofe  who  have  follow¬ 
ed  it,  fhould  recall  to  the  banners- 
of  France,  or  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  who  loved  us,  and 
have  been  loaded  with  prefents  by 
him,  whom  they  alfo  call  their 
father  ;  never,  no  never  fhall  they 
employ  again d  you  their  too  cruel 
methods  of  war.  Thofe  they  mud 
renounce,  or  they  will  ceafe  to  be 
our  friends. 

It  is  not  by  menaces  that  we 
fhall  endeavour  to  avoid  combat¬ 
ing  with  our  countrymen ;  nor 
fhall  we  weaken  this  declaration 
by  inveftives  again d  a  great  and 
brave  nation,  which  we  know 
how  to  refpeft,  and  hope  to  van- 

a  French  gentleman,  I  need 
not  mention  to  thofe  among  you 
who  were  born  fuch  as  well  as 
myfelf,  that  there  is  but  one  au¬ 
gur!:  Ho  life  in  the  univerfe,  under 
which  the  French  can  be  happy^ 
and  ferve  with  pleafure  ;  fince  its 
head,  and  thofe  who  are  nearly 
allied  to  him  by  blood,  have  been 
at  all  times,  through  a  long  line 
of  monarchs,.  and  are  at  this  day 
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more  than  ever  delighted  with 
bearing  that  very  title  which  Henry 
IV.  regarded  as  the  firff  of  his 
own.  I  fhall  not  excite  your  re¬ 
grets  for  thofe  qualifications,  thofe 
marks  of  diffinCiion,  thofe  decora¬ 
tions,  which,  in  our  manner  of 
thinking,  are  precious  treafures, 
but  from  which,  by  our  common 
misfortunes,  the  American  -French, 
who  have  known  fo  well  how  to 
deferve  them,  are  now  precluded. 
Thefe,  I  am  hold  to  hope,  and 
to  promife,  their  zeal  will  very 
foon  procure  to  be  difrufed  among 
them.  They  will  merit  them, 
when  they  dare  to  become  .the  friends 
<f  our  allies. 

I  lhall  not  afk  the  military  com¬ 
panions  of  the  Marquis  of  Lewi, 
thofe  who  fhared  his  glorv.,  who 
admired  his  talents  and  genius  for 
war,  who  loved  his  cordiality  and 
franknefs,  the  principal  charaCte- 
riffics  of  our  nobilitv,  whether 

j  7 

there  be  other  names  in  other 
nations,  among  which  they  would 
be  better  pleafed  to  place  their 
■own. 

Can  the  Canadians*  who  faw 
the  brave  Montcalm  fall  in  their 
defence,  can  they  become  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  nephews  '?  Can  they 
light  againft  their  former  leaders, 
and  arm  themfelves  againff  their 
kinfmen  ?  At  the  bare  mention 
of  their  names,  the  weapons  would 
fall  out  of  their  hands. 

I  fhall  not  obferve  to  the  minifi- 
ters  of  the  altars,  that  their  evan¬ 
gelic  efforts  will  require  the  fpe- 
cial  protection  of  Providence,  to 
prevent  faith  being  diminifhed  by 
example,  by  worldly  interelt,  and 
by  fovereigns  whom  force  has  im- 
pofed  upon  them,  and  v/hofe  poli¬ 
tical  indulgence  will  be  lefi'ened 
proportionably  as  thofe  fovereigns 
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fhall  have  lefs  to  fear.  I  lhall  not 
obferve,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  re¬ 
ligion,  that  thofe  who  preach*  it 
fhould  form  a  body  in  the  State  ; 
and  that  in  Canada  no  other  body 
would  be  more  confidered,  or  have 
more  power  to  do  good  than  that 
of  the  priefts,  taking  a  part  to  the 
government,  fince  their  refpeCt- 
able  conduct  has  merited  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  people. 

I  fhall  not  reprefent  to  that 
people,  nor  to  all  my  countrymen 
in  general,  that  a  vaff  monarchy, 
having  the  fame  religion,  the  fame 
manners^  the  fame  language, 
where  they  find  kinfmen,  old 
friends  and  brethren,  mu  ft  be  an 
inexhauftible  fource  of  commerce 
and  wealth,  more  eafily  acquired 
and  better  fecured,  by  their  union 
with  powerful  neighbours,  than 
with  Grangers  of  another  hemi- 
fphere,  among  whom  every  thing 
is  different,  and  who,  jealous  and 
defpotic  governments,  would  fooner 
or  later  treat  them  as  a  conouered 
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people,  and  doubtlefs  much  worfe 
than  their  late  countrymen  the 
Americans,  who  made  them  vic¬ 
torious.  I  fhall  not  urge  to  a 
whole  people,  that  to  join  with 
the  United  States,  is  to  fecure 
their  own  happinefs  ;  fince  a 
whole  people,  when  they  acquire 
the  right  of  thinking  and  aCting 
for  themfelves,  muff  know  their 
own  intereft  ;  but  I  will  declare, 
and  I  now  formally  declare  in  the 
name  of  his  Majeffy,  who  has  au- 
thorifed  and  commanded  me  to  do 
it,  that  all  his  former  fubjeCts  in 
North  America,  who  lhall  no  more 
acknowledge  the  fupremacy  of 
Great  Britain,  may  depend  upon 
his  proteClion  and  fupport. 

Done  on  board  his  Majeffy’s 
fhip  the  Languedoc,  in  the  bar- 

L Z ]  3  hour 
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hour  of  Boflon,  the  2.8th  day  of 
Qdober,  in  the  year  1778. 

Estaing. 
BigPvEL  de  Grandclos, 
Secretary,  appointed  by  the 
King,  to  the  fquadron  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Count  D’Ef- 
taing. 


Letter  from  the  French  King  to  the 
Admiral  of  France,  fixing  the 
cTime  from  r whence  the  Commence¬ 
ment  of  Hoftilities  was  to  he  confi- 
dered. 

Tq  his  Serene  Highnefs ,  my  Lord,  the 
Admiral. 

Cousin, 

I  Am  informed  that  doubts  have 
arifen  on  the  period  from 
which  ought  to  be  fixed  the  com¬ 
mencement  cf  hcftilides,  and  that 
from  this  incertitude  may  refult 
many  difputes  prejudicial  to  com¬ 
merce.  To  prevent  which,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  explain  to  you 
more  particularly  what  I  have  al¬ 
ready  fufficiently  told  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  1  oth  of  J  uly.  I  charge 
you,  in  confequence,  to  inform 
thofe  who  are  under  your  orders, 
that  the  infult  done  to  my  flag  on 
the  17th  of  June,  1778,  by  the 
Englifh  fquadron  feizing  my  fri¬ 
gates,  the  Pallas  and  the  Licorne, 
puts  me  to  the  neceflity  of  making 
reprifals,  and  that  it  is  from  that 
day,  the  17th  of  June,  1778,  that 
I  fix  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
lities  againfl  my  fubjeds,  by  the 
fubjeds  of  the  King  of  England. 
Thefe  being  for  this  purpofe  only, 
I  pray  God,  that  he  will  take  my 
coufin  into  his  holy  and  merciful 
protedion, 


Done  at  Verfailles  the  5th  day 
of  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  Grace,  177^,  and  in  the  5th  of 
our  reign. 

(Signed)  Louis. 

And  underneath,  De  Sartine. 


Letter  from  the  French  King ,  to  his 
Serene  Highnefs  the  Admiral  of 
France.  Dated  June  5,  1779. 

( Tranfated  from  the  French.) 
Cousin, 

f  £  ^HF  defire  I  have  always  had 
J|_  of  foftening,  as  much  as  in 
my  power  lies,  the  calamities  of 
war,  has  induced  me  to  dired  my 
attention  to  that  part  of  my  fub- 
jeds  who  employ  themfelves  in 
the  fifheries,  and  who  derive  their 
foie  fubfiftence  from  thofe  re- 
fources.  I  fuppofe  that  the  ex¬ 
ample,  which  I  (hall  now  give  to 
my  enemies,  and  which  can  have 
no  other  views  than  what  arife 
from  fentiments  of  humanity,  will 
induce  them  to  grant  the  fame  li¬ 
berty  to  our  fifheries,  which  I  rea¬ 
dily  grant  them.  In  confequence 
whereof,  I  fend  you  this  letter  to 
acquaint  you,  that  I  have  given 
orders  to  all  the  commanders  of 
my  vefiels,  armed  fhips,  and  cap¬ 
tains  of  privateers,  not  to  moleft 
(until  further  orders)  the  Englifh 
fifhery,  nor  to  flop  their  vefiels, 
whether  they  be  laden  with  frefh 
fifh,  or  not  having  taken  in  their 
freight ;  provided,  however,  that 
they  do  not  carry  offenfive  arms, 
and  that  they  are  not  found  to 
have  given  fignals,  which  might 
indicate  their  holding  an  intelli¬ 
gence  with  the  enemy’s  fliips  of 
war.  You  will  make  known  thefe 
my  intentions  to  the  officers  of  the 
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Admiralty,  and  to  all  who  are  un¬ 
der  your  orders.  Such  being  the 
purpofes  of  thefe  prefen  ts,  I  pray 
God,  my  Coufin,  that  he  will 
grant  you  his  holy  protection. 
Given  at  Verfailles,  the  5th  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  1779. 
Signed 

Louis. 

C'ounterfigned 

De  Sartine. 


Copy  of  a  Paper  delivered  to  Lord 

Vifcount  Weymouth,  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  d’Almadovar,  the  \  6th June, 

1 779' 

ALL  the  world  has  been  wit- 
j[X  nefs  to  the  noble  imparti¬ 
ality  of  the  King,  in  the  midft  of 
the  difputes  of  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don  with  its  American  colonies 
and  with  France.  Befides  which, 
his  Majefty  having  learned  that 
his  powerful  mediation  was  defir- 
ed,  generoufiy  made  an  offer  of 
it,  which  was  accepted  by  the  be- 
ligerent  powers,  and  for  this  mo¬ 
tive  only  a  (hip  of  war  was  fent 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  to  one  of  the  ports  of  Spain. 
The  King  has  taken  the  moft 
energetic  fteps,  and  fuch  as  ought 
to  have  produced  the  moft  happy 
effeCt,  to  bring  thofe  powers  to  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  ;  propoftng  for  this 
end  wife  expedients  for  fmoothing 
difficulties,  and  preventing  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war.  But  although  his 
Majefty’s  propofttions,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  thofe  of  his  Ultimatumy 
have  been  conformable  to  thofe 
which  at  other  times  the  Court  of 
London  itfelf  had  appeared  to 
judge  proper  for  an  accommoda¬ 
tion,  and  which  were  alfo  quite  as 
moderate,  they  have  been  rejected 
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in  a  manner  that  fully  proves  the 
little  defire  which  the  Britifh  Ca¬ 
binet  has  to  reftore  peace  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  to  preferve  the  King’s 
friendfhip.  In  effeCl,  the  conduct 
of  that  Cabinet,  with  regard  to 
his  Majefty,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  negociation,  has  had 
for  its  object  to  prolong  it  for  more 
than  eight  months,  either  by  vain 
pretences,  or  by  anfwers  which 
could  not  be  more  inconel ufive, 
whilft  in  this  interval  the  infults 
on  the  Spanifh  flag,  and  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  King’s  territories  were 
carried  on  to  an  incredible  excefs ; 
prizes  have  been  made,  fhips  have 
been  fearched  and  plundered,  and 
a  great  number  of  them  have  been 
fired  upon,  which  have  been  o- 
bliged  to  defend  themfelves ;  the 
regifters  have  been  opened  and 
torn  in  pieces,  and  even  the 
packets  of  the  Court  found  on 
board  the  King’s  packet-boat. 

The  dominions  of  the  Crown  in 
America  have  been  threatened, 
and  they  have  gone  to  the  dread¬ 
ful  extremity  of  raifing  the  Indian 
nations,  called  the  Chatcas,  Che- 
roquies,  and  Chicachas,  againft 
the  innocent  inhabitants  of  Loui- 
fiana,  who  would  have  been  the 
victims  of  the  rage  of  thefe  barba¬ 
rians,  if  the  Chatcas  themfelves 
had  not  repented,  and  revealed  all 
the  fedu&ion  the  Englifh  had 
planned.  The  fovereignty  of  his 
Majefty  in  the  province  of  Darien, 
and  on  the  coaft  of  St.  Bias,  has 
been  ufurped,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica  having  granted  to  a  rebel 
Indian  the  commiffion  of  Captain- 
general  of  thofe  provinces. 

In  fhort,  the  territory  of  the  Bay 
of  Honduras  has  been  recently 
violated  by  exercifing  afts  of  hof- 
tility,  and  other  exceftes,  againft 
[Z]  4  the 
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the  Spaniards,  who  have  been 
imprifoned,  and  whole  houfes  have 
been  invaded  ;  befides  which,  the 
Court  of  London  has  hitherto  neg- 
leCted  to  accomplifti  what  the  16th 
article  of  the  laft  treaty  of  Paris 
‘Stipulated  relative  to  that  coaft. 

Grievances  fo  numerous,  fo 
weighty,  and  recent,  have  been  at 
different  times  the  objeCt  of  com¬ 
plaints  made  in  the  King’s  name, 
and  dated  In  memorials  which 
were  delivered  either  to  the  Britifh 
Minifters  at  London,  or  trans¬ 
mitted  to  them  through  the  chan¬ 
nel  of  the  Englifh  Ambaffador  at 
Madrid  ;  but  although  the  anfwers 
which  were  received  have  been 
friendly,  his  Majefly  has  hitherto 
obtained  no  other  fatisfa&ion  than 
to  fee  the  infults  repeated,  which 
lately  have  amounted  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  one  hundred. 

The  King,  proceeding  with 
that  fmcerity  and  candour  which 
characterize  him,  has  formally  de¬ 
clared  to  the  court  of  London, 
from  the  commencement  of  its 
difputes  with  France,  that  the 
conduCt  of  England  fnould  be  the 
rule  of  that  which  Spain  would 
hold. 

His  Majefty  like  wife  declared  to 
that  Court,  that  at  the  time  their 
differences  with  that  of  Paris 
might  be  accommodated,  it  would 
be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  regulate 
thole  which  had  arifen,  or  might 
ftill  arife,  with  Spain,  and  in  the 
plan  of  mediation  which  was  font 
to  the  under-written  Ambaffador 
the  28th  of  laft  September,  and 
which  was  by  him  delivered  to  the 
Britifh  Miniftry  in  the  beginning 
of  October,  a  plan  with  which 
Lord  Grantham  was  apprized,  and 
of  which  he  received  a  copy,  his 
Majefty  declared  in  pofitive  terms 
ig  the  belligerent  powers,  that  in 
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confideration  of  the  infults  which 
his  fubjeCts  and  dominions  had 
fuffered,  and  likewife  of  the  at¬ 
tempts  levelled  againft  his  rights, 
he  fhould  be  under  the  neceftity  of 
taking  his  part,  in  cafe  the  nego-? 
ciation,  inftead  of  being  continued 
with  ftneerity,.  fhould  be  broken 
off,  or  fhould  produce  no  effeCt. 

The  caufes  of  complaint  given 
by  the  Court  of  London  not  hav¬ 
ing  ceafed,  and  that  Court  Shew¬ 
ing  no  difpofuions  to  give  repara¬ 
tion  for  them,  the  King  has  re- 
folved,  and  orders  his  Ambaffador 
to  declare,  that  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  the  protection  which  he 
owes  to  his  fubjeCts,  and  his  own 
perfonal  dignity,  do  not  permit 
him  to  fuffer  their  infults  to  con¬ 
tinue,  and  to  negleCt  any  longer 
the  reparation  of  thefe  already 
received,  and  that  in  this  view, 
notwithftanding  the  pacific  difpo- 
fitions  of  his  Majefty,  and  even 
the  particular  inclination  he  had 
always  had  and  expreffed  for  cul¬ 
tivating  the  friendfhip  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  he  finds  himfelf 
under  the  difagreeable  necefiity  of 
making;  ufeof  all  the  means  which 
the  Almighty  has  intruded  him 
with,  to  obtain  thatjuftice  which 
he  has  folicited  by  fo  many  ways, 
without  being  able  to  acquire  it; 
in  confiding  on  the  juftice  of  his 
caufe,  his  Majefty  hopes  that  the 
confequences  of  this  refolution 
will  not  be  imputed  to  him  be¬ 
fore  God  or  man,  and  that  other 
nations  will  form  a  fuitable  idea 
of  this  refolution,  by  comparing 
It  to  the  conduct  which  they 
themfelves  have  experienced  on 
the  part  of  the  Britilh  Miniftry. 

(Signed) 

L e  Marquis  D’Almadovar, 
London ,  16  'June,  1779. 

Orders 
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Orders  for  Reprifals  by  the  Court  of  dominions ;  and  to  that  end  his 
London.  Majedy’s  Advocate- General,  with 


At  the  Court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
18th  of  June,  1779. 

PRESENT, 

The  KING’S  Moil  Excellent 
Majeily  in  Council. 

WHEREAS  the  Ambaffador 
of  the  King  of  Spain  has, 
by  order  of  his  Court,  delivered 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Weymouth  a 
paper,  in  which  it  is  declared, 
that  his  Catholic  Majeily  intends 
to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  under 
the  groundlefs  pretence  of  obtain¬ 
ing  reparation  for  injuries  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  received  ;  and 
whereas  the  faid  Ambaflador  has 
received  orders  to  retire  from  this 
kingdom  without  taking  leave  ; 
his  Majedy,  being  determined  to 
take  fuch  meafures  as  are  necef- 
fary  for  vindicating  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  is  pleaded,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council, 
to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  general  reprifals  be  granted 
againft  the  Ihips,  goods,  and 
fubjedts  of  the  King  of  Spain,  fo 
that  as  well  his  Majedy’s  deet  and 
Ihips,  as  alfo  all  other  Ihips  and 
veffels  that  lhall  be  comrriiffionat- 
ed  by  letters  of  marque  or  general 
reprifals,  or  otherwife,  by  his 
Majedy’s  Commiffioners,  for  exe¬ 
cuting  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  lhall 
and  may  lawfully  feize  all  Ihips, 
vedels,  and  goods  belonging  to 
the  King  of  Spain  or  his  fubjedls, 
or  others  inhabiting  within  any 
the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  and  bring  the  fame  to 
judgment  in  any  of  the  Courts  of 
Admiralty  within  his  Majedy’s 


the  Advocate  of  the  Admiralty,  are 
forthwith  to  prepare  the  draught 
of  a  commidion,  and  prefent  the 
fame  to  his  Majedy  at  this  board, 
authoridng  the  Commidioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral,  or  any  perfon  or  perfons 
by  them  empowered  and  appoint¬ 
ed,  to  idue  forth  and  grant  letters 
of  marque  and  reprifal  to  any  of 
his  Majedy’s  fubjetts,  or  others 
whom  the  faid  Commidioners  fhali 
deem  fitly  qualified  in  that  behalf, 
for  the  apprehending,  feizing,  and 
taking  the  Ihips,  vedels,  and  goods 
belonging  to  Spain,  and  the  vaf- 
fals  and  fubje&s  of  the  King  of 
Spain,  or  any  inhabitants  within 
his  countries,  territories,  or  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  that  fuch  powers  and 
claufes  be  inferted  in  the  faid  com¬ 
midion  as  have  been  ufual,  and  are 
according  to  former  precedents  : 
and  his  Majedy’s  faid  Advocate 
General,  with  the  Advocate  of  the 
Admiralty,  are  alfo  forthwith  to 
prepare  the  draught  of  a  commif- 
lion,  and  prefent  the  fame  to  his 
Majedy  at  this  Board,  authorizing 
the  faid  Commidioners  for  execut¬ 
ing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admi¬ 
ral,  to  will  and  require  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  Lieutenant  and  Judge 
of  the  faid  Court,  his  furrogate 
or  furrogates,  as  alfo  the  feveral 
Courts  of  Admiralty  within  his 
Majedy’s  dominions,  to  take  cog¬ 
nizance  of,  and  judicially  proceed 
upon  all,  and  all  manner  of  cap¬ 
tures,  feizures,  prizes,  and  repri¬ 
fals  of  all  Ihips  or  goods  that  are 
or  fhall  be  taken,  and  to  hear  and 
determine  the  fame  ;  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  courfe  of  Admiralty, 
and  the  laws  of  nations,  to  adjudge 

and 
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and  condemn  all  fuch  {hips,  vef- 
fels,  and  goods,  as  £hall  belong  to 
Spain,  or  the  vaflals  and  fubjedls 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  any 
others  inhabiting  within  any  of 
his  countries,  territories,  and  do¬ 
minions ;  and  that  fuch  powers 
and  claufes  be  inferted  in  the  faid 
commiffion  as  have  been  ufual  and 
are  according  to  former  prece¬ 
dents;  and  they  are  likewife  to 
prepare  and  lay  before  his  Majeky 
at  this  Board,  a  draught  of  fuch 
inkrudtions  as  may  be  proper  to 
be  fent  to  the  Courts  of  Admiralty 
in  his  Majefty’s  foreign  govern¬ 
ments  and  plantations,  for  their 
guidance  herein  ;  as  alfo  another 
draught  of  inkrudtions  for  fuch 
fhips  as  fhall  be  commiffionated  for 
the  purpofes  afore  mentioned. 

Proclamation  relative  to  an  Invafioh. 

By  the  KING. 

A  Proclamation, 

George  R. 

HEREAS  we  have  received 
intelligence,  that  prepara¬ 
tions  are  making  by  our  enemies 
to  invade  this  our  kingdom,  the 
fafety  and  defence  of  which  re¬ 
quires  our  utmoft  care,  and  where¬ 
in,  by  the  affikance  and  bleffing 
of  God,  we  are  refolved  not  to 
be  wanting  ;  and  to  the  intent 
that  they  may  not,  in  cafe  of  their 
landing,  krengthen  themfelves, 
by  feizmg  tne  horfes,  oxen,  and 
Cattle  of  our  fubj^dts,  which  may 
be  ujeful  to  them  for  draught  or 
burthen,  or  be  eafily  fupplied 
with  provifions,  we  have  therefore 
thought  fir,  and  do  by  our  Royal 
Proclamation,  by  the  advice  of 


our  Privy  Council,  kridlly  charge 
and  command  the  Warden  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  his  Lieutenants, 
Deputy  or  Deputies,  and  all  and 
every  the  Lieutenants  and  Deputy 
Lieutenants  of  our  counties,  and 
all  Sheriffs,  Jukices  of  the  Peace, 
Mayors,  Bailiffs,  and  all  and 
every  other  Officers  and  Minikers, 
civil  and  military,  within  their 
refpedlive  counties,  cities,  towns, 
and  divifions,  that  they  caufe  the 
coaks  to  be  carefully  watched, 
and  upon  the  firft  approach  of  the 
enemy,  immediately  to  caufe  all 
horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle,  which 
may  be  fit  for  draught  or  burthen, 
and  not  actually  employed  in  our 
fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the 
country,  and  alfo  (as  far  as  may 
be  practicable)  all  other  cattle 
and  provifions,  to  be  driven  and 
removed  to  fome  place  of  fecurity, 
and  to  fuch  a  dikance  from  the 
place  where  the  enemy  fhall  at¬ 
tempt,  or  appear  to  intend,  to 
land,  fo  as  they  may  not  fall  into 
the  hands  or  power  of  any  of  our 
enemies ;  wherein,  neverthelefs, 
it  is  our  will  and  pleafure,  that 
the  refpedlive  owners  thereof  may 
fuffer  as  little  damage,  lofs,  or 
inconvenience  as  may  be  confif- 
tent  with  the  public  fafety :  and 
we  do  hereby  further  kridlly 
charge  and  command  all  our  fub- 
jedts  to  be  aiding  and  affiking  in 
the  execution  of  this  our  royal 
command. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James’s 
the  ninth  day  of  July,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-nine,  in  the  nineteenth 
year  of  our  reign. 

GOD  fave  the  King, 


PranflaiioJi 
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1 Tranjlalion  of  the  two  Royal  Che- 
dules  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

DON  Carlos,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  King  of  Caftlle, 
Leon,  Arragon,  the  Two  Sicilies, 
Jerufalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  To¬ 
ledo,  Valencia,  Gallicia,  Ma¬ 
jorca,  Seville,  Sardinia,  Cordova, 
Corfica,  Murcia,  ]aen,  the  Al- 
garves,  Algazires,  Gibraltar ,  the 
Canary  Illands,  the  Eail  and  Well 
Indies,  the  Iflands  and  Terra  Fir- 
ma,  of  the  Ocean — Archduke  of 
Auftria,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Bra¬ 
bant,  and  Milan,  Count  of  Hapf- 
burg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Barce¬ 
lona,  Lord  of  Bifcay,  and  Molina, 
See, 

To  my  Council,  to  the  Prefi- 
dents,  and  Auditors  of  my  audien- 
cies  and  chanceries ;  to  the  Al¬ 
caldes  [Mayors]  and  Alguzails 
[Conflables]  of  my  Floulhold  and 
Court.  To  the  Corrigidors 
[Judges]  Affiflants,  Governors, 
Alcaldes  Majors  [Chief  Mayors] 
and  ordinary,  as  well  of  the  crown 
as  of  their  lordPnips,  to  the  abbeys 
and  religious  orders,  and  to  all 
other  perfons  of  whatsoever  rank, 
quality,  and  condition  they  may 
be,  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  places 
of  my  kingdoms  and  lordfhips ; 
you  are  to  know,  that  the  21ft  of 
this  month  I  thought  proper  to 
add-refs  to  my  council  a  decree, 
concluded  in  thefe  terms,  and 
figned  by  my  hand  : 

[n  fpite  of  the  earneft  defire  I 
have  always  had,  to  preferve  to  my 
faithful  and  well-beloved  fubjedts 
the  ineilimable  advantage  of  peace ; 
and  notvvithftanding  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  efforts  that  I  have  made  at  all 
times,  but  particularly  in  the  pre- 
fen:  critical  circumflances  of  Eu- 
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rope,  to  obtain  fo  eifential  an  ob¬ 
ject,  carrying  my  moderation  and 
patience  to  an  extreme,  I  beheld 
myfelf  at  I  aft  under  the  hard  ne- 
ceffity  of  ordering  my  ambaffador, 
the  Marquis  d’AImadovar,  to  re¬ 
tire  from  the  court  of  London, 
firil  delivering  in  to  the  Miniiler 
a  declaration  (a  copy  of  which  is 
annexed)  reported  to  my  council, 
by  my  firil  Secretary  of  State  ;  as  I 
found  my  own  refpedt,  and  the 
honour  of  my  crown,  demanded  it 
of  me.  At  the  fame  time  I  caufed 
circular  letters  to  be  written  to 
my  ambaffadors  and  miniflers  at 
other  courts,  (of  which  the  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  copy)  of  the  original  that 
was  given  in  to  the  faid  council. — 
The  council  will  take  care  to  ex¬ 
pedite  the  orders  and  neceffary  ad¬ 
vices,  that  all  my  fubjedts  may  be 
informed  of  my  prefen t  royal  refo- 
lution,  and  that  they  flop  all  com¬ 
munication,  trade,  or  commerce, 
between  them  and  the  fubjedts  of 
the  Britifh  King. 

Given  at  Aranjuez,  the  21  ft  of 
June,  1779. 

Addreffed, 

To  the  governor  of  the  council, 

[  Here  is  inferted  a  Copy  of  the  Re¬ 
fer  ip  t  delivered  by  the  Spanijh  Am- 
bajfador  to  Lord  Weymouth  ; 
which  the  reader  will  find  in  page 
359.  L’hen  follows  the  circular 
Letter  in  theje  words  ;] 

<e  BY  the  annexed  copy  of  the 
declaration  which  the  Marquis 
d’Almadovar,  the  King’s  ambaffa- 
dor  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  gives 
to  the  Engiifh  minifter,  on  his 
leaving  that  court,  you  will  fee 
the  very  weighty  motives  which 
have  induced  his  Majefty  to  take 

that 
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that  refolution  ;  being  at  length 
weary  of  fuffering  fuch  great  and 
numerous  mortifications  from  the 
Britifh  cabinet,  and  Englifh  navy, 
as  is  fhewn  in  the  faid  declara¬ 
tion.  You  make  what  ufe  of  this 
information  you  judge  convenient; 
and  that  it  may  ferve  for  a  new 
teffirnony  of  the  juftice  and  indif- 
penfible  necefiity  which  a&uates 
his  Majefty  on  this  occafion,  it  is 
neceffary  to  add  three  particulars 
for  your  inilrudtion.  Firft ,  That 
whilH  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  amufe  that  of  Spain,  in  feeking 
delays,  and  in  finally  refufing  to 
admit  the  honourable  and  equit¬ 
able  propofals  which  his  Majefty 
made,  in  quality  of  mediator,  to 
re-eftablifh  peace  between  France, 
England,  and  the  American  pro¬ 
vinces,  the  Britifh  cabinet  offered, 
clandeftinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
emiffaries,  condition  of  like  fub- 
fiance  with  the  propofitions  of  his 
Majefty.  Secondly ,  That  thefe  of¬ 
fers  and  conditions  not  to  ftrange 
or  indifferent  perfons,  but  direftly 
and  immediately  to  the  mini  her  of 
the  American  provinces,  refiding 
at  Paris.  Thirdly ,  That  the  Bri- 
ti.fh  minifter  hath  omitted  nothing 
to  procure,  by  many  other  me¬ 
thods,  new  enemies  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  ;  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  di¬ 
vide  his  attention,  and  the  cares 
of  his  crown.— So  God  keep  you 
in  his  holy  prote&ion,  &c.” 

My  above  royal  decree,  having 
been  publifhed  in  my  council,  it 
hath  ordered  it  to  be  executed. 
In  confequence  thereof,  I  order 
all,  and  each  of  you,  in  your  re- 
fpe&ive  diflridis  and  jurifdidlions, 
that  as  foon  as  you  fhall  have  re¬ 
ceived  my  faid  decree,  and  fhall 
have  feen  my  refolution  contained 
therein,  that  you  obferve,  accom- 


plifh,  and  execute  it,  and  caufe  rfc 
to  be  obferved,  accomplifhed,  and 
executed,  in  all  and  every  place, 
conformable  t.o  its  tenor;  giving 
orders,  and  making  convenient 
difpofitions,  that  my  faid  royal 
determination  be  known  to  all  my 
fubje&s ;  and  that  they  ceafe  from 
all  communication,  trade,  and 
commerce  between  themfelves  and 
the  fubje&s  of  the  Britifh  King— 
For  fuch  is  my  pleafure . 

And  that  the  fame  credit  be 
given  to  the  printed  copy  of  this 
printed  Cheduie,  certified  by  Don 
Antonio  Martinez  Salazar,  my  Se¬ 
cretary,  Regifter  of  Refolutions, 
and  oldeft  Clerk  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  and  Chamber  of  my  Coun¬ 
cil,  as  to  the  original. 

Given  at  Aranjaez,  the  2 2d  of 
June,  1779. 

Signed  I  the  King. 

Signs  a  little  lower, 

J .  Don  yuan  JFrancifco  de 
Lajlin}  Secretary  to  the 
King  our  Lord,  have 
written  this  prefent,  bv 
Ms  order. 

Alfo  figned, 

Don  Manuel  Ventura  Figueroa , 
Don  Manuel  de  Villafrane , 

Don  Manuel  Doz, 

Don  Raymundo  de  Irahien , 

Don  Bias  de  Kjnojofa , 

Regiflered.  Don  Nicolas  V °,rdugo„ 

Second  Royal  Chedule  contains  as 
follows  : 

I  the  King. 

In  fpite  of  the  earneft  delire 
that  I  have  always  had  to  procure 
the  ineftimable  advantages  of  peace 
to  my  faithful  and  well-beloved 
fubjefts,  and  notwithftanding  the 
extraordinary  efforts  which  I  have 
always  made,  more  efpecially  in 
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the  prefent  critical  Hate  of  affairs 
in  Europe,  to  obtain  rhat  effential 
object,  carrying  my  patience  and 
moderation  to  the  utmoft  degree  ; 
I  faw  myfclf  obliged,  at  laft,  to 
order  my  ambaffador,  the  Marquis 
6f  Almadovar,  to  withdraw  from 
the  court  of  London,  and  make 
to  the  minifler  there  the  following; 
declaration.  [ Here follows  the  decla¬ 
ration  ghven  to  Lord  Weymouth.  ] 

To  what  has  been  already  men¬ 
tioned,  there  mufl  be  added,  that 
whilfl  the  court  of  London  fought 
to  lull  Spain  to  fleep,  in  feeking 
delays,  and  refufing  to  admit  the 
honourable  and  equitable  propo- 
fals  that  I  made  in  quality  of  me¬ 
diator,  to  re-eflablifh  peace  be¬ 
tween  France,  England,  and  the 
American  provinces,  the  Britifh 
cabinet  had  clandestinely  offered 
conditions  by  their  fecret  emiffa- 
ries,  of  the  fame  tenor  as  thofe 
which  I  propofed  ;  and  addreffed 
thofe  conditions  and  offers,  not  to 
ftrange  and  indifferent  perfons, 
but  dire&ly  and  immediately  to  the 
minifter  of  the  American  provinces 
refident  at  Paris.  The  Englifh 
miniftry  alfo  have  negledled  no 
means  to  excite  new  enemies 
againfl  me,  hoping  to  divide  my 
attentions  and  the  cares  of  my 
crown. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  folid 
motives,  by  my  royal  decree  of  the 
21ft  of  this  month,  and  by  other 
difpofitions  communicated  to  my 
fupreme  council  of  war,  I  have 
refolved  to  order  ail  communica¬ 
tion  and  commerce  to  ceafe  be¬ 
tween  my  fubje&s  and  thofe  of  the 
Xing  of  Great  Britain — that  all 
the  fubje&s  of  that  Monarch,  who 
are  not  naturalized  in  my  domi¬ 
nions,  or  who  do  not  employ  them- 
l'elves  in  mechanic  arts,  do  quit 
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my  kingdom  :  but  be  it  under- 
flood,  that  among  the  above  work¬ 
men,  thofe  only  who  inhabit  the 
interior  of  the  country,  are  not  to 
be  comprehended  ;  but  all  who 
refide  in  my  fca-ports,  or  dwell  on 
the  coails  and  frontiers,  mufl  equal¬ 
ly  leave  the  kingdom. — That  from 
the  prefent  moment  my  fubje&s 
do  carry  on  no  kind  of  commerce 
with  thofe  of  England,  and  its  do¬ 
minions.  That  they  do  not  traf- 
fick  in  their  productions,  their  fak 
fifh,  or  other  fi fheries ;  their  ma¬ 
il  ufa&ures,  or  other  merchandizes ; 
fo  that  this  prohibition  of  com¬ 
merce  be  abfolute  and  real ;  and 
do  extend  fo  as  to  render  vicious 
and  contraband  all  the  effects, 
productions,  fait  fifh,  fifheries,  mer¬ 
chandizes,  and  manufactures  of  the 
faid  dominions.  That  they  do  not 
admit  or  fuffer  to  enter  into  any 
of  my  ports,  any  veflel  laden  with? 
the  above  named  effeCts ;  nor  per¬ 
mit  that  fuch  may  be  brought  in 
by  land  ;  being  illicit  and  prohi¬ 
bited  in  my  kingdoms,  whence- 
foever  they  may  come ;  but  they 
may  be  feized  wherefoever  found, 
either  in  veffels,  baggages,  fhopsy 
warehoufes,  or  houfes  of  mer¬ 
chants  or  traders,  or  any  particu¬ 
lar  perlon  whomfoever,  whether 
they  be  my  fubjefts  and  vaffals,  or 
thofe  of  the  kingdoms,  provinces, 
and  flates  with  whom  I  am  in 
peace,  alliance,  and  free  com¬ 
merce.  Neverthelefs,  in  regard  to 
which,  I  will  that  no^prejudice  be 
done  to  the  peace,  frattchifes,  and 
liberties,  in  lawful  commerce, 
which  their  fhips,  as  well  as  the 
produce  of  their  lands,  provinces, 
and  conquefts,  where  they  may  be 
fabricated,  ought  to  enjoy  in  my 
kingdoms,  by  virtue  of  fubfifting 
treaties. 


I  de- 
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I  declare  that  all  merchants  who 
kave  any  fait  fiffi,  or  other  produce 
of  the  fiffieries  of  the  dominions  of 
England  in  their  poffeffion,  mull 
make  a  declaration  of  the  fame, 
and  regifter  them  in  the  fpace  of 
fifteen  days,  reckoning  from  the 
publication  of  this  my  prefent 
Chedule,  which  is  fixed  for  their 
peremptory  term*  before  fuch  offi¬ 
cers  as  lhall  be  appointed  by  Don 
Miguel  de  Muzquiz,  my  Superin- 
tendant-general  of  Finances,  as 
well  in  this  court  as  elfevvhere, 
to  the  end  that  notice  may  be 
given.  And  in  cafe  that  they 
keep  them  unregiftered  beyond  the 
faid  term  of  fifteen  days,  they 
lhall  be  immediately  declared  to 
have  fallen  under  confifcation. 

I  will  alfo,  that  a  term  of  two 
months  be  allowed  for  the  difpof- 
ing  of  the  faid  fiffi,  and  no  pro¬ 
longation  of  that  term  ffiall  be 
granted,  but  after  that  term  ail 
traders  (hall  be  obliged  to  carry 
them  to  the  Cullom  Houfe,  or,  in 
places  where  there  is  no  Cuftora 
Houfe,  to  fome  houfe  of  govern¬ 
ment,  where  they  fhall  be  publicly 
fold  to  the  higheit  bidder,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  officer  or  officers 
deputed  for  that  purpofe,  or,  in 
their  abfence,  in  prefence  of  the 
magiftrates  of  the  place,  who  ffiall 
give  the  produce  of  the  fale  to  the 
proprietors,  who  ffiall  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  carry  back  to  their  fiicps, 
or  warehoufes,  any  of  thofe  prohi¬ 
bited  goods,  in  like  manner  as  has 
been  obferved  heretofore. 

I  have  given  to  Miguel  de  Muz- 
quiz,  a  particular  commiffion,  that 
in  quality  of  Superintendant-gene- 
ral  of  my  Finances,  he  ffiall  have 
the  care  of  the  aforefaid  difpofi- 
tions,  in  the  manner  that  he  fhall 
judge  moil  proper  to  accompliffi 


an  objefl  fo  important.  He  ffiall 
take  cognizance,  in  the  firft  in- 
fiance,  by  himfelf  or  his  fub-dele- 
gates,  of  all  difputes  that  may 
arife  in  confequence  of  contra¬ 
band  ;  faving  there  is  an  appeal  to 
the  Council  of  Finances  in  the 
Hall  of  Juflice,  excepting  any  mar¬ 
tial  contraventions,  refpeclingarms, 
ammunition,  and  other  effefls  re¬ 
lative  to  war,  as  are  explained  by 
the  treaties  of  peace  f  the  cogni¬ 
zance  of  any  difputes  about  thofe 
belonging  to  the  Council  of  W ar, 
and  Martial  Judges. 

I  order,  that  all  the  above  regu¬ 
lations  be  obferved,  kept,  and 
fulfilled,  under  the  pains  pre- 
feribed  by  the  laws,  the  pragma¬ 
tics,  and  Royal  Chedule,  paffed 
in  former  times,  from  motives  of 
the  fame  nature,  comprehending 
therein  all  my  fubje&s,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  my  kingdoms  and 
lordfhips,  without  exception  of  any 
perfon  whatfoever,  and  howfoever 
privileged.  It  being  my  will,  that 
this  declaration  ffiall  come,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  to  the  knowledge  of 
my  fubjefls,  that  they  may  pre- 
ferve  their  effects  and  perfons  from 
all  infults  from  the  Engliffi ;  for 
that  purpofe  my  Supreme  Council 
of  War  will  make  all  necefiary  dif- 
pofitions,  that  it  be  formally  pub- 
liffied,  and  duly  executed. 

Given  at  Aranjuez ,  the  26th  of 
June,  1779. 

(Signed)  I  the  King. 

This  prefent,  feen  and  ratified 
in  full  council,  hath  been  this  day 
publiffied  by  proclamation  in  the 
ufual  places  of  this  court,  with 
the  afiiilance  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  Chamber,  and  the  Algua- 
fils  of  the  Tribunal,  the  Staff  Offi¬ 
cers  of  Place,  the  Serjeants,  Drum¬ 
mers,  Fifers,  Kettle  Drummers 

and 
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and  Trumpeters  of  the  Garrifon  ; 
a  company  of  infantry,  and  a  pic- 
quet  of  horfe ;  as  it  is  verified  by 
the  original,  remaining  under  my 
care,  in  the  Secretary's  Office  cf 
the  Supreme  Council  of  War* 

At  Madrid,  the  28th 
O  ijune,  1779. 

(Signed) 

Don  Joseph  Portuose. 


Tranjlation  of  the  Spanifh  Manifefto, 
publijhed  at  Madrid,  declaring  the 
Motives  which  have  induced  his 
Catholic  Majejiy  to  withdraw 
his  Amhajfador ,  and  act  hojlily 
againjl  England. 

IT  would  be  too  long  to  relate  mi¬ 
nutely  all  the  grievances  which 
Spain  might  complain  of  fince  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in 
1763  ;  for  that  reafon  we  fhall  re- 
llrain  ourfelves  to  the  greater  ones, 
and  thofe  moil  recent,  left  we 
{hould  be  accufed  of  reviving  old 
injuries  already  forgotten.  By  the 
fixteenth  article  of  the  prelimina¬ 
ries  of  that  treaty;  England  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  Bay  of  Honduras  as 
making  part  ofthe  Spanifh  domi¬ 
nions,  and  bound  itfelf  to  caufe 
every  fortification  that  had  been 
ereCted  by  its  fubje&s  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  to  be  demolifhed 
within  four  months  after  the  rati¬ 
fication  of  the  treaty  ;  without  pre- 
ferving  to  the  court  of  London  any 
other  right  than  that  of  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  cut  log-wood,  without 
any  moleftation  or  hindrance ;  and 
for  which  purpofe,  its  workmen 
were  to  be  allowed  only  the  houfes 
and  barracks  eftemially  necefiary 


‘APE  R  S.  [367 

to  them.  None  of  thefe  ftipiila- 
tions  have  been  performed  by  the 
Englifh  :  they  have  introdued 
themfelves  more  and  more  into 
the  ancient  fettlements,  beyond  the 
limits  allotted  them,  and  have  ex¬ 
cited  a  rebellion  among  the  native 
Indians,  providing  them  with  arms, 
and  giving  them  every  fuccour  and 
affiftance  under  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain. 

Not  fatisfied  with  thefe  vio¬ 
lences,  they  have  eftablifhed  them¬ 
felves  in  many  other  ports,  rivers, 
and  coafts  of  the  Spanifh  territory 
in  the  fa  id  Bay  of  Honduras  ;  in 
which  places  they  could  not  even 
alledge  the  fpecious  pretence  of 
cutting  log-wood,  but  manifeftly 
with  a  defign  of  ufurping  foreign 
dominion,  and  of  fmuggling  va¬ 
rious  merchandizes  without  any 
difcretion. — The  names  of  thefe 
places  wherein  they  went  are,  El 
Pincho,  Rio  Pinto,  Rio  Matina,  and 
many  others  :  they  have  there 
trained  up  bodies  of  militia  to  arms, 
and  have  given  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land's  brevet,  or  commiffion,  of 
Captain- general  of  all  thefe  fettle¬ 
ments  or  eftablifhments  to  Jacob 
Loury  ;  which  brevet,  or  paflport, 
together  with  many  other  patents 
or  commiffions  to  fubaltern  officers, 
was  folemnly  read  to  the  whole 
colony  on  the  21ft  of  September, 
1776,  before  the  troops  and  peo¬ 
ple.  All  thefe  proceedings  of  the 
Englifh  were  difcovered  by  the 
Spaniards,  at  a  time  when  the 
Britifh  miniftry  had  declared  that 
thofe  encroachments  and  fettle¬ 
ments  had  been  made  without  their 
approbation,  or  the  fanction  of 
their  authority. 

The  Englifh  fettlers  found  out 
artifices  and  various  perfidious 

means 
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means  to  prevail  on  the  chief  or 
leader,  to  revolt  against  Spain, 
and  to  ftile  hirnfelf  King  of  the 
Mofquito  Indians,  and  perfuaded 
him  to  take  the  title  of  Captain  in 
Chief  of  the  other  Indians,  whofe 
leaders  have  fent  commifildners  to 
the  Vice-Roy  of  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment,  acknowledging  them- 
felves  as  vaffals  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  :  befides  which,  the  Eng- 
lifh  lupplied  them  with  arms,  and 
gave  them  all  kind  of  afiiftance  to 
prevent  their  feeking  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Spain,  who  has  an  imme¬ 
diate  right  upon  the  dominion  of 
thofe  territories.  Moreover,  though 
foreigners  of  all  denominations, 
let  their  religion  be  what  it  will, 
be  well  received  in  all  the  Englilh 
iettiements  of  America,  the  Spa¬ 
niards  only  have  been  refufed  ad¬ 
mittance,  they  being  either  impri- 
foned  or  driven  away. 

The  better  to  prove  the  uniform 
defign  England  had  always  har¬ 
boured  of  becoming  mailers  of 
thefe  extenfive  territories ;  to  lay 
there  the  foundation  of  its  fettle- 
ments ;  and  to  augment  every  day 
the  immenfe  prohibited  commerce 
carried  on  by  its  fubjetts  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Spanilh  pro¬ 
vinces,  we  need  but  relate  what 
happened  in  the  year  1775.  That 
a  certain  phyiician,  famous  for 
his  voyage  found  the  world,  known 
by  the  name  of  Doctor  Irwin,  left 
England,  having  with  him  all 
kinds  of  tools  for  agriculture,  fe- 
veral  artifts,  and  many  other  fuc- 
cours  found  by  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
to  the  end  and  purpofe  of  making 
a  lading  fettlementin  the  province 
of  Nacha ,  wherein  he  landed  fe¬ 
deral  families,  and  feveral  more 
were  foon  to  follow  them.  With 


that  intention,  the  laid  doctor  had 
brought  up  and  educated  in  his 
own  houfe  a  fon  of  an  Indian 
King,  and  two  Indians  of  note 
in  thefe  countries.  The  Spanilh 
Guarda  Cojias  were  foon  apprifed 
of  the  doctor’s  embarkation,  and 
the  Britilh  minillry,  inftead  of 
giving  redrefs  to  remonftrances  for 
that  breach  of  the  treaty,  threaten¬ 
ed  Spain  with  a  war. 

Laft  year,  in  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  fome  Spaniards  happened 
to  fettle  themfelves  on  the  river 
Saint  Johne,  on  the  fame  coaft  of 
Mofquito,  whereupon  they  built 
fome  houfes ;  and  when  they  lead 
expedled  it,  they  were  attacked  by 
a  party  of  Englilh,  and  another 
party  of  Indians  *  in  that  condift, 
the  captain  of  the  fhip  was  wound¬ 
ed,  mod  of  his  people  were  put  to' 
prifon,  and  many  other  violences 
were  offered.  While  that  was 
tranfadting,  the  negociation  of 
peace,  then  on  the  carpet,  was 
carried  on  with  the  greated  anxi¬ 
ety  by  his  Majefty,  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  England  ;  and  he  was  {train¬ 
ing  every  nerve  to  make  it  fuc- 
ceea.  No  other  proof  is  required 
to  eftablifh  the  effential  difference 
extant  between  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  London,  its  minifters 
and  fubjefls,  and  the  generous  and 
magnanimous  conduft  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty. 

Wherever  they  fet  their  feet  for 
the  purpofes  of  fettlement,  the 
Englilh  behave  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  :  for  example,  on  the  coaft  of 
St.  Bias,  a  province  of  the  Darien , 
they  engaged  the  Indians  that  in¬ 
habit  the  frontiers  of  the  Spanilh 
fettlements,  to  raife  a  revolt ;  and* 
after  giving  them  all  fuccours,  en¬ 
ticed,  and  drew  them  on  their 
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fide,  by  decorating  them  with 
pompous  patents  and  brevets,  or 
commiffions  of  command  under 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain. 
A  like  commiffion  was  granted  to 
one  chief  of  the  Indians,  named 
Bernard,  to  whom  the  governor  of 
Jamaica  fent  a  formal  patent  or 
commiffion,  and  in  which  he  was 
ftiled  captain-general  of  that  coaft. 
That  proceeding  was  alfo  difcover- 
ed  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
year,  and  complained  of  the  8th  of 
March  to  the  Englifh  miniftry, 
who,  pretending  to  be  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  it,  anfwered  it  in  their 
ufual  manner. 

Many  have  been  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Englifh,  within  thefe 
few  years,  to  drive  into  rebellion 
againft  Spain,  thofe  nations  of  In¬ 
dia,  their  allies,  and  friends,  who  in¬ 
habit  the  lands  contiguous  to  Loui- 
fiana ;  one  while  they  regularly 
provided  them  with  arms ;  at  other 
times  they  bribed  them  with  pre- 
fents,  and  honoured  them  with 
patents  and  Englifh  medals,  See. 
&c.  and  finally,  infligated  them 
to  join  the  Englifh  troops  to  com¬ 
mit  hoftilities  againft  the  fubjeCts 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

Applications  have  been  regular¬ 
ly  made  to  the  court  of  London, 
on  different  occafions,  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  various  offences  of  that 
nature  ;  and  though  its  anfvvers 
have  been  made  in  general  terms, 
fuch  as  thefe:  <c  We  jh  all  take  notice 
“  of  that ,  and  fend  the  neceffary  or- 
“  dersf  Spain  has  not  yet  feen 
the  alteration  which  fhe  expected 
in  all  reafon  and  juflice. 

On  the  contrary,  the  court  of 
London,  under  pretence  of  its  war 
with  the  American  hates,  and  for¬ 
getting  fo  well  the  exabl  impar¬ 
tiality  obferved  by  the  SDanifh  co- 
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lonies,  as  to  the  good  reception 
the  Englifh  have  always  met  with 
therein,  they  have  committed,  both 
by  land  and  fea,  the  moll  grievous 
infults:  having  even  threatened 
with  deftrudtion  a  frigate  of  war  in. 
the  very  capital  town  of  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Soon  after  this,  and  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July  of  the 
year  1778,  the  Englifh  prompted 
the  Characas ,  Miraquies  and  Mica- 
thas  Indians,  to  raife  a  rebellion, 
paying  to  each  Indian  the  vain© 
of  a  fkin  of  venifon  a  day,  and  in¬ 
ducing  them  to  fall  upon,  with  the 
natural  and  brutal  cruelty  of  thofe 
barbarous  nations,  and  deflroy  the 
Spanifh  fbttlements ;  notwithftand- 
ing  the  treaty  of  peace  then  in 
force  between  Spain  and  Eng’and, 
2nd  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the 
Km  g,  and  his  impartial  and  up¬ 
right  conduct  in  regard  to  the  dis¬ 
turbances  of  America,  and  the  hof¬ 
tilities  committed  againft  France. 
To  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  the  In¬ 
dians  were  to  have  repaired  to, 
and  affembled  in  a  place  called  the 
N atches,  with  a  body  of  Englifh 
well  armed;  but  a  happy  circum- 
ftance  prevented  this  barbarous  pro¬ 
ject  from  taking  place:  two  of 
thofe  nations,  convinced,  without 
doubt,  of  the  injuftice  they  were 
going  to  commit,  every  way  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  rights  of  men,  and 
to  the  good  treatment  they  had  al¬ 
ways  received  from  the  Spaniards,- 
they  withdrew,  and  thus  difeoun- 
tenanced  the  reft. 

Some  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh 
dominions  were  carried  away, 
others  were  offered  all  fort  of  vio¬ 
lence,  .and  many  compelled  to  car¬ 
ry  arms  and  war  againft  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  :  particularly  in  one,  among 
many  other  inftances  of  our  fub- 
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jedts,  a  young  man,  named  Li - 
*voisj  the  fon  of  a  captain  of  one 
of  our  Spanifh.  colonies. 

By  the  laft  news  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  the  original  letters  of  the  Eng- 
Jilh  Commander  Hamilton,  in 
which  he  threatened  to  enter  the 
Spanifh  territories,  as  has  been  re¬ 
lated  in  the  Gazette  of  Madrid  of 
the  20th  of  July,  at  the  article  of 
la  Havanna :  it  appeared  more¬ 
over,  by  thofe  letters,  that  the 
Britifh  government  had  given  or¬ 
ders  to  build  many  fortreffes,  and 
in  particular  a  folid  and  perma¬ 
nent  one  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mijji- 
JJipi,  near  the  lake  of  Iberville ; 
which  proceeding  alone  would  be 
fufficient  to  bring  to  light  the  de- 
ligns  of  the  court  of  London  againft 
the  Spanifh  dominions,  fmce  the 
faid  fortrefs  could  by  no  means 
moleft  the  Americans,  but  would 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  nation. 

To  the  above  purpofe  we  muff 
not  omit,  that  in  the  month  of 
May  in  the  year  1778,  Don  Fran - 
cifco  Efcarano ,  the  Spanifh  Charge 
des  Affaires ,  came  to  London  to 
complain,  that  the  Englifh  had 
inftigated  the  Indians  called  Pajea- 
gulasy  whole  habitations  are  conti¬ 
guous  to  Louijiana,  to  fhakeofF  the 
obedience  they  owe  to  the  King; 
by  giving  them  commifhons  of 
captains  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  and  decorating 
them  with  orders  and  medals.  We 
fhould  never  have  done,  if  we 
would  relate,  with,  their  circum- 
ftances,  thefe,  and  many  more 
infringements  of  the  treaties,  vio¬ 
lences,  and  ufurpations  executed 
thefe  late  years  by  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment  againft  the  Spanifh  do¬ 
minions. 


2  Spain  gave,  in  regard  to 
prizes,  orders  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
France;  and  it  caufed  them  to  be 
put  in  execution  with  fo  much  ri¬ 
gour  and  exadtnefs,  that  feveral 
American  privateers,  and  among 
others  the  famous  Cunningham ,  ex- 
afperated  againft  Spain,  retaliated, 
by  ufmg  the  Spaniards  very  ill, 
and  making  upon  them  reprizals, 
which  have  not  as  yet  been  deliver¬ 
ed  back,  though  often  afked  for. 

3.  Neither  ought  motives  of  jea- 
loufy  or  the  thirfi  of  difcord  to  have 
prevailed  upon  the  Englifh  fo 
much,  as  to  make  them  lofe  any 
fenfe  of  juflice,  gratitude,  or  re- 
fpedt  in  regard  to  Spain,  confider- 
ing  that  this  laft  could  carry  on 
but  little  or  no  trade  with  the 
Englifh  Americans,  having  already 
enough  of  that  it  carries  on  with 
its  own  pofTeftions  of  America ;  and 
being  amply  provided  with  every 
neceiiary  by  the  fame.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  court  of  London,  with 
an  intention  of  keeping  at  hand  a 
fpecious  pretence  for  a  rupture, 
whenever  its  projects  fhould  be  in 
maturity,  affected  a  great  uneafi- 
nefs  on  account  of  the  mercantile 
correfpondence  carried  on  between, 
fome  merchants  of  Bilboa  and 
others  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
though  that  correfpondence  had 
begun  feveral  years  before  their 
rupture  witft  the  mother  country. 
The  Englifh  miniftry  difcovered 
the  fame  uneaftnefs  for  a  like 
mercantile  correfpondence  carried 
on  by  fome  French  merchants  of 
Louijiana  with  the  Americans  ;  and 
pretended  to  call  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment  to  an  account  for  that 
contravention  to  its  own  laws  in 
that  part  of  the  world  :  at  the 
fame  period,  wherein  the  fubjedts 
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t)f  England,  called  the  Royalifts, 
were  found  in  the  fame  contra¬ 
vention  on  the  Spanifh  coafts  of 
Mijjijjipi  and  Louifana ,  making  a 
traffic  of  fmuggled  goods  :  many 
of  them  were  taken  up,  and  great 
complaints  have  been  made  for 
the  fame.  The  Englifh  com¬ 
manders  of  thofe  parts  pretended 
proudly,  that  the  inhabitants  pro- 
lecuted  by  them  fhould  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  refuge  at  Louijiana , 
if  they  fhould  fly  there  for  it,  while 
the  royalifts  were  welcome  there, 
and  being  under  no  apprehenflons 
either  for  their  lives  or  properties  ; 
for  which  generous  dealing  feve- 
ral  of  them  returned  thanks  to  the 
Spanilh  government  by  word  of 
mouth,  and  in  writing.  The  Spa- 
nifh  government  did  not  confine 
itfelf  to  thofe  tokens  of  huma¬ 
nity.  Having  heard  of  a  great 
fcarcity  of  flour  prevailing  at  Pen¬ 
sacola,  it  fpontaneoufly  fent  a  good 

quantity  of  it  into  that  place  ; - 

threats,  violences,  and  the  hoftiie 
proceedings  laid  down  in  the  fore¬ 
going  articles  are  the  only  thanks 
the  miniflry  and  the  Engliih  nation 
gave  for  the  fame. 

4.  For  fear  we  fhould  be  de¬ 
tained  in  the  enumeration  of  the 
events  anterior  to  thefe  late  times, 
we  fhali  only  fay,  that  the  inlults 
offered  by  the  Englifh  navy  to  the 
Spanifh  navigation  and  trade,  from 
the  year  17 76  till  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  year  1779,  were  al¬ 
ready  86  in  number,  including 
prizes  taken  by  unjuft  pra&ices, 
piracy,  and  robberies  of  various 
effe&s  out  of  the  veffels ;  attacks 
made  with  gun-firing,  and  other 
incredible  violences.  Since  the 
faid  month  of  March,  and  not- 
withftanding  the  memorial  pre- 
fented  by  the  ambaflador.  Mar- 
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quis  de  Almadovar,  on  the  14th 
of  the  fame,  in  which  he  com¬ 
plained  of  the  principal  grievan¬ 
ces,  and  revived  the  Memorials 
that  had  preceded,  three  Spanifli 
fhips  were  taken  by  the  Englifh, 
on  the  i2th,  19th,  and  26th  of 
April,  viz.  the  Nofra  fra  de  la 
Conception ,  the  la  Virgen  de  Gra¬ 
cia ,  and  the  las  Almas  :  which 
proceeding,  together  with  the  other 
infults,  of  which  a  detail  was  fent 
to  the  fame  ambaflador,  in  order 
to  be  laid  before  the  Englifh  mi¬ 
niflry,  were  fufflcient  motives  for 
the  ambaffador  to  affert,  in  his 
final  declaration  prefented  to  the 
miniflry  on  the  1 6th  of  June,  that 
the  grievances  of  the  late  years 
did  not  fall  much  fhort  of  a  hun¬ 
dred. 

5.  In  the  two  laft  years,  and  till 
the  beginning  of  March  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  year,  the  Englifh  navy  has  in- 
fulted  at  12  different  times,  in  the 
European  and  American  feas,  the 
lhips  of  his  Catholic  Majefly, 
among  which  were  packets,  and 
other  fmall  veffels,  that  had  not  a 
competent  force  to  refill.  It  makes 
one  blufh  to  defcribe  with  what  in¬ 
decency  and  ignominy  the  King’s 
flag  was  treated  by  the  Englifh 
officers  in  thofe  and  other  fimilar 
cafes.  We  fhali  only  relate  the 
tranfaflion  of  the  31ft  of  Oflober 
of  the  lafl  year,  when  an  officer 
having  been  difpatched  by  two 
Englifh  frigates  to  reconnoitre  the 
Spanilh  floop,  named  Nofra  Sig¬ 
nora  de  la  Efclavitud ,  between  the 
Ifles  of  la  Mona  and  la  Saona ,  he 
obliged  it  to  ftrike  his  Majefty’s 
flag,  and  then,  taking  it,  he  wip¬ 
ed  the  fweat  off  his  face  with  its 
coat  of  arms,  to  fhew  a  greater 
contempt  for  it.  This  Angular 
officer,  with  his  companions,  piun- 

£. A  a]  z  dered 


372]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779.' 


dered  the  fhip,  and  ftript  the  feamen 
of  fundry  things  effentially  necel- 
fary  to  their  ufe. 

6.  The  Englifh  nation  entered 
the  Spanifh  territories  eleven  times 
within  a  very  few  years  paft. 
Among  thofe  attempts,  one  de- 
ferves  a  particular  notice ;  viz. 
what  was  performed  on  the  31ft  of 
April,  1777,  by  the  long-boats 
of  three  Englifh  frigates,  then  lay¬ 
ing  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar,  which 
fired  at  the  King’s  cutter,  and  at 
the  guard-houfe,  that  was  on  the 
bridge  Mayorga ,  and  carried  away 
the  crew  and  the  goods  of  a  bark 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  faid 
cutter  on  fufpicion  of  imuggling 
tobacco  and  money.  After  they 
had  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the 
whole,  they  retired,  difplaying  af¬ 
fected  civilities,  and  taking  off 
their  hats  out  of  derifion. 

7.  The  complaints  of  the  court 
of  Spain  have  been  as  many  as 
the  infults  offered  ;  memorials  hav¬ 
ing  been  repeatedly  prefented 
from  time  to  time  in  London  and 
in  Madrid  ;  fo  that  they  might 
be  faid  to  have  been  innumerable. 
Neverthelefs,  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land  told  his  parliament  precifely, 
that  many  of  them  never  came  to 
his  knowledge,  adding  moreover, 
that  he  was  fully  convinced,  he 
had  never  given  occafion  for  the 
unjuft  proceedings  of  Spain.  We 
now  fay  it  over  again,  complaints 
have  been  fo  repeatedly  made, 
that  on  the  5th  of  February,  1778, 
Don  Francifco  Efcarano  having  ex¬ 
po!  ed  and  fhewn  fome  of  them  in 
writing  to  Lord  Wey??iouth ,  did  ex- 
prefs  plainly  how  tired  he  was  of 


“  mode  of  bad  behaviour  to  thofe 
“  of  the  King  and  of  the  Spanifh 
“  nation  ;  fmce  it  was  known  by 
“  a  conftant  experience,  that  the 
“  Englifti  fhips  always  began  by 
“  firing  their  guns  at  ours  with 
“  bullets;  then  their  officers  came 
“  on  board  to  regifter  them  ;  put 
“  the  feamen  in  irons,  or  con- 
“  fined  them  under  the  hatches  of 
“  the  Flip:  did  not  in  the  lead; 
“  fcruple  to  carry  away  what 
“  goods  they  had  a  fancy  to,  and 
“  when  they  parted  from  us,  bid  us 
<(  fare  well  by  another  cannonad- 
“  ing  with  fmall  fhot :  that  the 
“  Spanifh  Fdps,  and  efpecially 
“  the  packet-boats,  which  are 
“  provided  with  guns,  might  have 
“  repelled  thofe  infults  by  force, 
“  but  that  they  never  did  it,  on 
“  account  of  the  remarkable  ftridf 
“  orders  they  had  from  the  Spa- 
“  nifh  government,  which  was  an- 
“  xious  to  live  in  the  beF  harmo- 
<c  ny  with  the  EngliFi  nation ; 
“  and  that  finally,  by  comparing 
“  the  exceffive  moderation  of  Spain 
“  with  the  frequent  affronts  offer- 
iC  ed  by  the  Englifh  navy,  his 
“  lordlhip  will  be  able  to  judge, 
“  whether  they  ought  not  to  have 
tf  been  paid  attention  to ;  and 
*c  whether  they  did  not  call  aloud 
i(  for  reddrefs.” 

Thofe  were  the  expreffions  made 
ufe  of  by  Spain,  in  February  1 778. 
Let  us  now  fee  what  that  court 
faid  on  the  14th  of  March  of  the 
prefent  year,  by  the  channel  of 
the  Marquis  cT Almadoajar,  in  a  me¬ 
morial  written  for  that  purpofe  to 
the  Vifcount  Weymouth . 


prefen  ting  fo  many,  by  faying, 
tc  That  it  appeared  as  if  all  the 
“  captains  of  Flips  of  his  Britifh 
*c  Majefty  had  agreed  about  the 


The  Spanilh  ambaffador,  after 
referring  to  two  cafes  that  had  been 
anfwered  by  the  Englifh  minifter, 
proceeds  in  this  manner;  “The 
“  King  could  not  help  to  remark, 

“  that. 
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fc  that,  from  all  the  complaints 
“  made  to  the  Engl. fit  miniffry  by 
“  his  orders,  for  thefe  two  years, 
“  thefe  two  cafes  only  met  with  a 
“  clear  inllrudtive  anfwer.  His 
“  Majefly  took  into  confi  deration 
“  the  motives  of  the  anfwer  of 
“  the  13th  of  January,  and  ex- 
“  cufes  the  delay  alledged,  as  to 
“  the  tranfaclion  that  happened 
“  in  America;”  but  he  does  not 
fee,  why  any  change  in  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  fnips,  the  death  of 
the  commanders,  or  the  recall  of  the 
admirals,  to  whom  the  orders  were 
directed,  fhould  have  prevented 
the  verification  longed  after;  fuch 
were,  however,  the  motives  or  pre¬ 
tences  alledged.  If  the  captains 
were  dead,  or  if  the  fhips  had 
changed  their  ftation,  had  even 
thofe  changes  and  alterations  been 
univerfal,  and  had  they  happened 
precifely  at  the  time  when  the  ve¬ 
rification  Ihould  have  taken  place, 
the  command  of  the  places  near 
whom  the  tranfadlions  happened, 
were,  neverthelefs,  in  the  fame 
hands,  and  there  it  was  they  fhould 
have  been  enquired  into.  Suppofe 
the  officers  had  been  changed,  the 
exercife  of  their  function  was  not 
interrupted,  and  the  tribunals  of 
the  diftridts,  who  ought  to  have 
known  of  matters  of  that  fort,  were 
ftill  fubfifting.  Since  that  time, 
fome  of  the  captains,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  fhips  that  either  took 
or  treated  ill  the  Spanifh  veflels, 
came  over  to  England,  and  they 
might  have  been  interrogated  upon 
many  articles. 

The  Marquis  of  Almadovar  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  obfervations  upon 
particular  cafes,  and  concluded 
his  memorial  in  this  manner  :  “In 
“  a  word,  had  even  every  circum- 
“  fiance  concurred  to  hinder  or 
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“  delay  the  inffrudlion  which  the 
“  Britifh  miniffry  defired,  pre- 
“  vious  to  its  giving  redrefs  to 
“  my  court,  the  King,  my  mailer, 
“  thought  at  Jeall,  that  orders  fent 
“  by  his  Britifh  Majefly  to  his 
“  officers  fhould  have  llopt  the 
“  courfe  of  thofe  vexations ;  fo 
“  far  from  it,  advice  is  contla 
“  nually  received  at  Madrid  of 
“  recent  injuries,  there  having 
“  been  fent  to  me  from  thence 
“  the  relation  of  fome  of  them, 
“  with  injunction  to  communicate 
“  them  to  your  lordlhip.  In  com- 
“  pliance,  therefore,  with  thofe 
“  orders,  I  have  the  honour  to 
“  include  the  relation  thereunto 
“  annexed,  containing  the  mod 
“  notorious  fadls,  omitting  others, 
“  for  fear  of  multiplying  com- 
“  plaints,  though  they  are  equal- 
“  ly  well  founded  on  truth.  Your 
“  lordfhip  will  know  from  this  the 
“  importance  of  thofe  complaints, 
“  and  the  necefiity  of  accelerat- 
“  ing,  as  much  as  pofiible,  th-e 
“  fatisfadlion  which  the  King  my 
“  mailer  flatters  himfelf  he  (hall 
“  obtain  from  the  juftice  and  equi- 
“  ty  of  his  Britilh  Majeffy.” 

This  memorial,  given  in  the 
month  of  March,  produced  nothing 
but  fine  promiles  on  the  part  of 
the  Englilh  miniffry,  without  pre¬ 
venting  the  making  prizes  and 
committing  other  infults  in  the 
months  of  April  and  May  follow¬ 
ing,  which  was  hinted  at  before 
in  the  fourth  note.  We  may  rea- 
fonably  queftion,  whether  the 
Englifh  miniffry  ever  took  the 
trouble  to  read  the  notes  or  enume¬ 
ration  of  the  grievances ;  and  if 
not,  the  reafon  is  obvious,  why  his 
Britannic  Majeffy  had  never  been 
informed  of  them,  as  he  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  announce  to  his  parliament. 

\^A  a\  3  Spain 


c--o 
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Spain  was  more  fortunate  with 
the  English  government,  becaufe 
at  leaft  this  lait  never  denied  fails, 
but  always  made  good  offers, 
though  fuch  as  never  were  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  compleat  redrefs,  or  even 
prevented  the  ufual  vexations.  All 
the  European  powers  know  very 
well  the  prailices  of  the  Englifh 
navy  in  its  depredations ;  what 
country  has  not  experienced  them 
either  in  the  prefent,  or  the  late 
war  again  ft  France  and  England  : 
but  they  did  not  know,  nor  could 
they  have  imagined,  that  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Englifh  frigate  or 
floop  of  war,  the  Zephir ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Thomas  Hafth ,  after 
taking  by  unjuft  means  the  Spanifh 
ih ip,  La  Trinidad ,  going  from 
Bilboa  to  Cadiz,  towards  the  end 
of  1777,  loaded  with  leather,  nails, 
iron,  and  other  goods,  fhould  car¬ 
ry  her  into  Tangiers ,  and  there  try 
to  exchange  her  for  an  American 
brigantine  (which  had  been  taken 
by  a  corfair  of  Morocco)  leaving 
the  captain,  pilot,  and  all  the  ma¬ 
riners  for  Haves.  Happily,  how¬ 
ever,  the  Moors  did  not  accept  of 
that  propofal,  and  the  (hip  was 
conduced  to  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar; 
and  there  being  no  kind  of  pre¬ 
tence  to  declare  her  a  lawful  prize, 
they  abandoned  her,  after  having 
plundered  a  great  deal  of  her  cargo; 
the  ihip,  however,  fuffered  fo 
much  in  the  aCtion  when  taken, 
that  having  met  with  a  gale  of 
wind  near  Gibraltar,  fhe  could 
not  hold  it  out,  but  was  (hipwreck- 
ed  on  the  coafts.  No  faith  would 
be  given  to  a  fa£l  of  that  nature, 
if  the  truth  of  it  was  not  fo  well 
eftablifhed  ;  and  nobody  could  ever 
imagine,  that  a  nation  fo  learned 
and  improved  as  the  Englifh  are, 


fhould  bring  up  and  employ  fea~ 
officers  poffe  fling  fuch  principles. 

0.  The  injuftice  of  the  fentences 
pronounced  by  the  Englifh  judges 
of  the  Admiralty,  and  their  extra¬ 
vagant  conduct,  may  be  afcer- 
tained  by  the  two  following  cafes: 
the  Englifh  cutter,  the  Lively, 
commanded  by  Jofeph  Smith,  took 
the  Spanifh  ihip,  the  St.  Nicholas , 
and  St.  Celmo,  (the  property  of 
Don  Manuel  del  Cervo  Rubio,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
La  Garugna)  bound  from  that  port 
to  the  Spanifh  ifles.  The  Englifh 
captain  carried  her  into  the  ifland 
of  Anguila ,  where  it  was  declared 
fhe  was  not  a  legal  prize ;  and 
having  been  releafed,  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  governor  gave  her  a  paffport 
to  continue  her  voyage  unmolefted. 
That  precaution,  however,  did  not 
avail  to  her  ;  for,  at  her  going  out 
of  port,  another  Englifh  Hoop  of 
war  took  her,  and  carried  her  into 
St.  Chriftopher’s,  to  the  port  of 
Baffeterre,  in  which  place  fhe  was 
fentenced  to  be  a  legal  prize. 
The  Spaniffi  packet-boat,  the  St, 
Pedro,  commander.  Captain  Fran - 
eifeo  Xavier  Garcia,  had  the 
fame  lot  fince,  having  been  taken 
on  the  8th  of  May,  1778,  by  the 
Englifh  captain  J ames  D unnovan , 
and  carried  into  the  fame  iHe  of 
Anguila,  fhe  was  there  declared  an 
illegal  prize,  but  at  her  departure, 
another  EngliHi  eruizer,  Captain 
Jofeph  Armet ,  which  happened  to 
be  in  the  fame  port,  retook  her, 
and  carried  her  into  St.  Chrifiopher , 
where  Hie  was  fentenced  a  legal 
prize,  as  the  former  had  been. 

10.  No  other  power  has  expe¬ 
rienced,  like  Spain,  the  aggref- 
fions  and  ufurpations  of  the  Englifh 
government,  made  in  the  time  of 

the 
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the  mofl  profound  peace,  and  with¬ 
out  any  previous  declaration  of 
war.  There  is  hardly  one  of  thofe 
En^lifh  territories,  which  former- 
ly  belonged  to  Spain,  that  has  not 
been  taken  by  furprize,  in  time  of 
peace ;  and  all  the  feas  may  be 
witneffes  that  when  the  Spanifh 
{hips  were  beaten  or  taken,  there 
was  no  reafon  to  believe  they 
ihould  be  attacked  :  it  has  been  a 
practice  with  no  other  cabinet, 
but  the  Englifh,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  with  Spain,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  after  to  commit  the  greatell  hof- 
tilities  againil  that  fame  treaty. 
After  fuch  a  conduct,  we  leave  it 
to  the  confideration  of  the  impar¬ 
tial  world  to  decide,  if  the  King 
was  wrong  to  augment  his  naval 
forces,  and  to  frultrate,  by  antici¬ 
pation,  the  defigns  of  his  enemies 
and  offenders. 

ii.  No  motives  whatfoever 
fhould  have  hindered  England  to 
give  redrefs  to  Spain,  to  have  pre¬ 
vented  new  infults,  and  return  it 
the  gratitude  it  deferves  ;  {ince, 
in  fpite  of  the  projects  and  public 
threats  of  feveral  members  of  the 
Englilh  parliament,  in  the  feffion 
of  the  months  of  December,  1777, 
and  January  and  February,  1778, 
(who  propofed  to  fettle  the  difputes 
with  the  Americans,  in  order  to 
make  war  againil  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon)  the  Catholic  King  never 
would  make  any  treaty  with  the 
colonies,  for  fear  of  giving  to  the 
court  of  London  the  leaffc  pretence 
for  complaints.  We  do  not  by  this 
mean  to  fay,  that  the  French  mi- 
niltry  had  not  the  ftrongeft  reafons 
to  fear  new  enemies,  and  confe- 
quently  to  prevent  the  hoflile  de¬ 
figns  of  the  Britifh  cabinet. 

iz.  The  French  court  behaved 
with  fo  much  candour  and  fincerity 
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in  the  treaty  made  with  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  (of  which,  however,  the 
Catholic  King  knew  nothing  then) 
that  the  fame  court  declared,  by 
its  ambaffador  in  London,  that 
Spain  had  no  hand  at  all  in  it. 
Notwithllanding  this,  by  orders 
difpatched  to  Don  Francifco  E/cara - 
no ,  the  Spanifh  Charge  des  Affaires 
in  London,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
he  had  inltrudions,  among  other 
things,  to  declare  to  the  Englifh 
miniftry,  that  though  his  Catholic 
Majelly  had  taken  no  {hare  in 
w'hat  had  happened  between  France 
and  America,  and  was  Hill  refolved 
to  preferve  the  peace,  this  was  to 
be  underllood,  ((  As  long  as  his 
“  Majelly  could  make  it  confident 
“  with  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 
“  with  the  prefervation  of  his 
“  rights,  and  the  protection  he 
“  owes  to  his  fubjefts ;  and  that, 
“  therefore,  the  conduct  of  Spain 
<c  fhould  be  guided  by  that  of 
“  England. ”  This  was  the  de¬ 
claration  made  by  Efcarano  to  the 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  in  a  private 
audience  he  had  on  the  4th  of  April 
following,  and  he  acquainted  his 
court  with  it,  on  the  8th  of  the 
fame  month.  * 

13.  It  has  been  the  manifeft 
leading  project  of  England,  to 
bring  about  a  re-union  of  the  co¬ 
lonies  with  the  crown,  in  order  to 
arm  them  againil  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  or  to  lead  that  fame 
Houfe  into  an  error,  by  means  of 
treacherous  negociations  and  trea¬ 
ties,  in  order  to  take  revenge  on 
the  colonies,  after  having  made 
them  enemies  to  France.  The 
beginning,  progrefs,  and  conclu- 
fion  of  the  negociations,  related  in 
this  manifeilo,  ehablilh  evidently 
the  certainty  of  that  projedl,  and 
the  fads  contained  in  the  fubfe- 
\A  a\  4  quent 
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quent  notes,  will  prove  it  beyond 

a  doubt. 

14.  The  King  of  Spain  could 
not  obferve  a  greater  circumfpedtion 
than  he  did,  to  avoid  engaging 
h'tmfelf  in  an  unfruitful  negotiation, 
or  getting  entangled  in  its  confe- 
quences ;  he  ufed  the  fame  expref- 
fions  with  the  court  of  London  that 
he  had  done  with  France,  fending 
orders,  on  the  19th  of  April,  to 
the  (Charge  des  Affaires,  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Efcarano,  directing  him  to  re¬ 
quire  from  the  Britilh  mini  dry, 
“  a  manifed  declaration  from 
tc  them,  exprefling  their  real  long- 
“  ing  after  a  negotiation  with 
<(  France,  by  the  mediation  of 
“  his  Majedy,  and  fetting  forth 
“  the  chief  articles  whereupon  to 

ground  it.” 

Thofe  and  other  like  precautions 
became  neceffary  with  a  minidry 
that  always  affe&s  to  fpeak  myde- 
riouily,  ambiguouily,  and  with  art¬ 
ful  redridion,  and  who  delivered 
their  thoughts  to  the  Spanilh  am- 
bafiadors  and  public  miniders  in  a 
mode  very  different  from  that  made 
ufe  of  in  the  public  difpatches  of 
bufinefs  direded  by  that  fame  mi¬ 
nidry  to  the  Englifh  ambaffador  in 
Madrid.  The  Spanilh  cabinet, 
which  does  not  adopt  that  politi¬ 
cal  method  of  delivery,  had  the 
open-heartednefs  to  warn  the  faid 
minidry,  to  fet  it  afide  during  the 
courfe  of  the  negotiation,  without 
infiding  on  the  candour  and  fmce- 
rity  the  fame  requires. 

15.  Orders  were  fent  to  Efcarano , 
on  the  23d  and  25th  of  May,  and 
on  the  id  of  June  lad  year,  direc¬ 
ting  him  to  keep  a  profound  filence 
upon  the  negotiation  that  had  been 
agitated  ;  and  to  declare  again  to 
the  court  of  London,  that  his  ca¬ 
tholic  Majedy  was  always  in  the 
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fame  pacific  difpofition,  and  would 
continue  fo,  as  Jong  as  the  conduct 
of  the  Englifh  nation  diould  not 
comDel  him  to  alter  his  fentiments. 

A 

England  cannot  complain,  that 
Spain  has  not  repeatedly  declared 
this  fame  refolution  of  the  King. 

16.  It  is  evident  from  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  above  notes,  that  hodi- 
lities  like  the  preceding,  and  even 
greater  ones,  were  committed  by 
England  againd  the  Spanidi  terri¬ 
tories,  and  the  Spanifh  flag,  un¬ 
der  the  mafk  of  friendfhip,  and  in 
the  midfl  of  the  mod  cordial  pro- 
teilations,  and  aflurances  of  peace. 

17.  It  would  not  appear  drange, 
if  clandedine  orders,  fimilar  to  thofe 
given  to  take  pofleflion  of  the 
French  fettlements  in  the  Ead  In¬ 
dies,  had  been  fenr,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  year,  for  to  fall  upon 
the  Philippine  Blands,  and  if  the 
emiflaries,  fent  foon  after  through 
Alexandria  and  Suez,  had  been  in¬ 
truded  with  the  conduct  of  that  en- 
terprize  :  at  lead,  thofe  are  the 
opinions  of  the  mod  judicious 
men,  and  alfo  of  thofe  who  are 
the  bed  acquainted  with  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  court  of  London, 
Time  will  bring  thofe  myderies 
and  enigmas  to  light ;  and  the 
world  will  be  better  able  to  com¬ 
prehend,  how  the  generofity  of  the 
King  of  Spain  has  been  corre- 
fpondent  with  that  of  the  Englifli 
cabinet ;  at  a  time,  when  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majedy  fpared  no  pains  to 
obtain  an  honourable  peace,  and 
free  that  nation  from  great  cala¬ 
mities  and  misfortunes. 

18.  The  Catholic  Kino;  conti- 

«  •  ^ 

nued  his  mediation  to  his  Mod 
Chridian  Majedy,  with  an  intent 
of  making  a  peace,  not  only  be- 
caufe  his  religious  and  pious  heart, 
and  the  love  he  profeffes  to  his 
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fubjcdls,  and  to  the  human  race  in 
general,  infpired  him  with  thole 
fentiments ;  but  moreover,  becaufe 
the  court  of  London  continued  to 
infinuate  its  defire  of  coming  to  an 
accommodation  with  France.  And 
indeed  hardly  was  the  Count  of 
Almado'var  arrived  in  London,  but 
he  acquainted  his  own  court,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  1778,  that 
in  a  long  conference  he  lately  had 
with  the  Vifcount  Weymouth ,  that 
minifter  had  concluded  his  dif- 
courfe  with  thofe  terms  ;  viz. 
“  That  the  King,  his  matter, 
“  knew  the  amiable  difpofitions 
**  of  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  that 
“  he  was  indebted  to  him  for  his 
“  demonftrations  of  frienafhip ; 
“  and  moft  lincerely  defired  to  ter- 
“  minate  the  prefent  war  by  his 
“  mediations,  by  a  method  con- 
“  fittent  with  the  honour  of  the 
“  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  by 
“  which,  at  the  fame  time,  an 
il  equal  regard  fhould  be  paid  to 
“  France.”  In  confideration  of 
the  ufual  tendernefs  and  honour 
due  to  the  crown,  Lord  Weymouth 
recommended  to  the  Marquis  d' Al- 
mado'var ,  not  to  ufe  in  his  dif- 
patches  (as  he,  Weymouth ,  would 
have  the  fame  care  in  his  own) 
thefe  words  “  to  afk  the  media- 
“  tion,”  but  “  to  requett  and  to 
tf  wifh  that  his  Catholic  Majefty 
“  fhould  interpofe  his  mediation.” 
The  Lord  Grantham  fpoke  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  language  in  Ma¬ 
drid  ;  and  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
having  taken  it  into  his  confidera¬ 
tion,  ordered  a  note  or  memor 
rial  to  be  delivered  to  that  ambaf- 
fador,  on  the  28th  of  the  faid 
month  of  September,  and  a  copy 
of  the  fame  was  difpatched  to  the 
Marquis  of  Almodovar ,  with  di- 
jedlion  to  communicate  it  to  the 
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Englifh  government.  We  thought 
it  indifpenfibly  neceftary  to  write 
out  the  anfwer  contained  in  the 
fame  memorial  ;  becaufe  it  will 
throw  light  upon,  and  ferve  for 
the  right  underftanding  of  the  faid 
negotiation  ;  and  which  W3S  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  The  King  conttdering  what 
Cl  has  been  written  by  his  ambaf- 
“  fador,  the  Marquis  of  Almado - 
“  •var'y  and  out  of  love  for  man- 
“  kind;  and,  moreover,  to  con- 
<c  tinue  upon  good  and  amicable 

terms  with  both  the  Kings  of 
“  France  and  Great  Britain  ;  and 
“  alfo  left  he  might  be  reproached 
“  with  refufing  to  promote,  as  far 
“  as  lays  in  his  power,  the  trail - 
“  quillity  of  Europe,  he  has  re- 
“  folved  to  notify  to  each  court, 
“  that  if  they  fincerely  wifh  to 
“  enter  into_  a  plan  of  reconcilia- 
“  tion,  by  the  mediation  of  his 
“  Majefty,  without  prejudice  to 
“  the  honour  of  either  crown,  but 
“  with  an  anticipated  anxiety  for 
<e  the  dignity  of  both;  the  moll 
“  regular  and  decent  mode  of  pro- 
iC  ceeding  is,  that  each  court 
“  fhould  deliver  into  the  King’s 
“  hand,  without  delay,  and  at  the 
11  fame  time,  the  conditions  and 
“  the  articles  they  intend  to  ob- 
“  tain  or  to  grant  by  the  treaty, 
“  that  his  Majefty  may  communi- 
“  cate  to  the  one  court  the  propofi- 
11  tions  of  the  other,  to  the  end 
“  that  they  may  be  modified,  dif- 
“  cufted,  or  refufed.  That,  after 
“  a  due  examination  of  the  whole, 
<(  his  Majefty  fhall  propofe  his 
“  own  plan  of  pacification  to  ter- 
“  minate  the  difference.  That 
<c  the  negotiation  mull  ftipulate 
“  the  method  of  concerting  with 
“  the  Americans ;  v/ithout  which 
“  the  wifhed-for  peace  cannot  be 
>  “  attained ; 
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attained  :  and  finally,  that  at 
s<  one  and  the  fame  time,  the 
a<  conditions  relative  to  the  pri- 
e£  vate  intereft  of  England'  and 
4t  Spain  fhall  likewife  be  difcuf- 
ss  fed  and  fettled  ;  that  the  King 
6(  would  be  lorry  if  this  method 
6<  was  not  adopted,  or  if  the  ne- 
4t  gociation  Was  not  conducted  with 
s<  hncerity;  ftnce,  in  fpite  of  the 
3‘  wilhes  and  pacific  difpofttions  of 
44  his  Majefty,  he  forefees  that  the 
**  circumftances  of  the  prefent  war 
**  muft  oblige  him  to  become  a 
£t  party,  the  neceffity  of  having 
46  his  Rag  refpeCted,  and  of  re- 
*6  polling  the  infults  which  are 
61  daily  offered  to  his  fubjecls, 
“  having  occafioned  expenfive  ar- 
*c  maments,  and  immenfe  Ioffes,” 
The  conclufion  of  the  foregoing 
anfwer  caufed  much  uneafinefs  to 
the  court  of  London,  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fent  a  frigate  that  en¬ 
tered  the  port  of  Corunna  on  the 
10th  of  November,  with  difpatches 
for  Lord  Grantham ,  with  the  an¬ 
fwer  of  the  fame  court.  That  an¬ 
fwer  was  delivered  on  the  14th  of 
the  faid  month  of  November  ;  and 
the  contents  of  it  were,  that  the 
court  of  London  accepted  with  plea- 
fure  the  mediation  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty  to  fettle  the  differences 
that  exifted  between  England  and 
France,  provided  the  latter  would 
withdraw  the  fuccours  and  aid  it 
gave  to  the  colonies.  As  to  the  ar¬ 
ticles  relative  to  the  reciprocal  in¬ 
tereft:  of  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 
the  reply  was,  that  his  Britifh  Ma¬ 
jefty  was  ready  at  all  times,  and 
wilhed  earneftly  to  enter  into  that 
difcufiion  ;  and  to  fettle  them  fo 
as  to  eftablifh  reciprocal  advantages 
to  both  empires.  The  Catholic 
King,  in  compliance  with  the  ten¬ 
der  he  had  made  to  both  courts, 


communicated  to  each  of  them  on 
the  20th  of  November  the  preten- 
lions,  propofttions,  and  overtures 
made  refpe&ively :  perfuading  both 
of  them,  with  various  reafomngs, 
to  feek  means  and  temperaments 
productive  of  a  lincere  and  honour¬ 
able  reconciliation.  At  the  fame 
time  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Almado<var ,  fetting  forth 
what  follows  ;  viz.  “  Your  Ex- 
“  cellency  is  authorised  to  fettle 
<£  the  matters  relative  to  our  own 
iC  intereft,  on  which  important 
“  bufinefs  the  utmoft  efforts  of 
“  your  zeal  muft  be  employed : 
“  ft  nee  the  King,  who  vvifhes  ftn- 
“  cerely  to  prefer ve  the  peace, 
<c  will  receive  the  greateft  plea- 
t£  fare,  if  he  lees  thofe  differences 
tf  fatisfaClorily  fettled  :  to  the  fame 
“  purpofe  let  your  Excellency  re- 
ic  mind  the  Englilh  miniftry  of 
**  the  generality  of  Spain,  for  its 
st  impartial  proceedings  in  cir- 
{(  cumftances  fo  critical  as  the  pre- 
44  lent  ones.  But  let  your  Ex- 
44  cellency  reprefent,  how  badly 
“  we  have  been  anfwered,  and 
44  how  ill  we  are  conftantly  treat- 
44  ed  by  the  Englifh  navy,  as  may 
44  be  afeertained  from  the  infults 
44  that  our  navigators  receive  al- 
44  moft  daily  in  different  parts  of 
44  the  ocean,  and  in  the  very  ports 
44  and  places  on  the  coafts  of  this 
44  peninfula.  That  court  will  un- 
44  derftand  that  the  greateft  pro- 
44  teftations  of  friendftiip  have  no 
44  force  to  perfuade,  while  repeat- 
44  ed  infults  are  never  reproved  or 
44  chaftifed,  efpecially  after  we 
44  have  been  for  years  expoftng  to 
44  them  our  grievances  in  the  moft; 
44  cordial  open  manner,  and  with 
44  the  moft  cautious  expreftions. 

44  Your  Excellency  is  not  igno- 
“  rant  of  what  has  been  regulated 

“  by 
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44  by  the  preliminaries  of  the  trea- 
“  ty  of  Paris  in  the  year  1763,  in 
“  the  1 6th  article,  relative  to  the 
44  Enolifh  fettlements  in  the  Bav 
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44  of  Honduras  and  other  adjacent 
“  territories.  It  was  there  ilipu- 
**  lated  in  pofitive-  terms,  that, 

44  whatever  fortifications  had  been 
44  built,  they  fhould  be  demolifh- 
44  ed  :  and  that  the  Eno-Jifh  fhould 

9  O 

44  only  be  allowed  to  have  fnme 
44  houfes  and  magazines,  without 
44  being  molefled  in  the  cutting 
44  or  in  the  carriage  of  the  log- 
44  wood  out  of  the  territories  which 
44  have  always  been  acknowledged 
44  to  belong  to  Spain.  Not  only 
44  that  demolition  was  never  per- 
44  formed,  but  the  fortifications 
44  have  been  even  augmented  ; 
44  and  there  is  now  artillery  and 
44  garrifons  in  them  :  fo  that  thofe 
44  plantations  have  been  converted 
44  both  into  a  military  government 
44  with  patents,  and  by  the  authc- 
<c  rity  of  that  court;  and  into  a 
44  permanent  colony  by  the  ufur- 
44  pation  of  foreign  territories,  and 
44  a  formal  contravention  to  the 
44  treaties. 

44  Other  enterprizes  of  the  fame 
44  nature  have  been  made  in  difrer- 
44  ent  parts  of  thole  extenfive 
44  coafts  ;  as  his  Excellency  will 
44  find  related  in  the  papers  of  his 
44  fecretaryfhip ;  and  his  Excel- 
44  lency  is  likewife  defired  to  take 
'  44  notice  of  the  artful  machina- 
44  tions  made  ufe  of  by  the  Eng- 
44  lifh  to  arm  the  Indians  againft 
44  the  Spaniards.  There  being  no 
44  poffibility  of  eftablifhing  a  folid 
44  and  fincere  frier.dfhip,  except 
redrefs  be  given  for  fuch  n'oto- 
44  rious  grievances,  and  except 
44  they  be  prevented  to  happen  in 
44  future,  it  becomes  the  court  of 
(f  London  to  compenfate  thofe  in- 
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juries  according  to  the  di&ates 
44  of  equity,  and  then  others  will 
4 4  be  laid  before  the  laid  court 
44  with  the  fame  freedom  :  thofe 
44  redreffes,  however,  once  grant- 
44  ed,  England  will  find  no  in- 
44  fiances  of  better  difpofition  than 
44  thofe  harboured  in  the  heart  of 
44  our  auguft  Sovereign. 

44  I  have  at  different  periods  ac- 
44  quainted  your  Excellency  (as  I 
44  had  often  done  your  predeceffor 
44  in  the  embaffy)  of  the  various 
44  infults  we  received  near  Louijia- 
44  na  ;  wherein  the  Englifh,  either 
44  inftigated  the  Indians,  our  al- 
44  lies,  to  raife  a  rebellion  againft 
44  us,  and  to  fight  us  with  the 
44  arms  and  ammunition  they  had. 
44  put  into  their  hands,  or  infulted 
44  the  Spanifh  plantations  and  fet- 
44  tlements,  and  even  threatened 
44  to  attack  the  capital  towns,  with 
44  their  men  of  war,  under  the 
44  moft  frivolous  pretences,  no 
44  way  excufable.  On  this  head, 
44  I  fhall  only  add,  that  extortions 
44  have  been  fo  continual,  that 
44  they  cry  loud  fora  prompt  re- 
44  iiredy. 

44  Finally,  your  Excellency  is 
44  well  informed  of  all  the  infults 
44  we  have  fuffered,  and  which  we 
44  never  deferved,  either  by  our 
44  pall  or  prefent  conduft.  Con- 
44  fequently  your  Excellency  will 
44  expofe  our  rights  with  the 
44  greateft  cordiality  and  modera- 
44  tion,  to  the  end  that  the  Eng- 
44  lifh  miniftry  may  be  convinced 
44  of  the  reftitude  and  fincerity 
44  of  our  conduft,  and  of  the  ne- 
44  ceffity  of  fettling  at  once  our 
44  differences,  and  of  regulating 
44  our  claims  and  intereft ;  at  the 
44  tame  time  ftifling  whatever  may 

44  lead  to  any  future  difcord,  for 

45  the  refpe&ive  utility  of  both  na¬ 
tions. 
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*£  tions,  upon  which  I  refer  to  the 
“  inflrudions  fent  to  your  Excel- 
“  leapy.  A  funlcient  power  has 

already  been  invefted  in  your 
£<  Excellency,  and  a  greater  one 

will  be  given,  if  neeeffary,  the 
“  more  effedually  to  confolidate 
s{  the  friendfhip  of  the  two  courts ; 
c<  which  important  point,  and 
€t  that  of  a  general  peace,  are  the 
*{  two  objeds,  which  the  magna- 
te  nimous  heart  of  our  Sovereign 
**  greatly  longs  after.  I  fuppofe, 

■  cs  however,  that  your  Excellency 
et  will  not  forget,  that  we  can  do 
*£  nothing  whatever  againfl  the  in-. 
ce  terefl  of  France,  whofe  friend- 
“  ihip  mufl  always  be  one  of  our 
4t  greatelt  concerns.” 

In  confequence  of  the  fads  and 
tranfadions  already  enumerated, 
the  world  will  be  convinced  of  the 
circumfpedion,,  fincerity,  and  at¬ 
tention,  with  which  the  Catholic 
King  has  endeavoured  to  conclude 
a  peace  folidly  cemented,  and  to 
obtain  from  England  redrefs  for  an 
infinite  number  of  infults.  The 
court  of  London,  moreover,  affeds 
now  to  compel  his  Majefly  to  take 
up  arms,  (a  part  he  has  already 
taken)  by  renewing  the  infults, 
without  any  appearance  of  offering 
redrefs. 

19.  The  propofitions  of  Eng¬ 
land,  in  anfvver  to  the  difpatches 
of  his  Catholic  Majefly  of  the  20th 
of  November,  1778,  were  not  re¬ 
ceived  in  Madrid  before  the  13th 
of  January,  1 779,  and  were  the 
refult  of  a  conference  held  the  28th 
of  December  laft,  between  the 
Marquis  of  Almado'var  and  the  Vif- 
count  Weymouth. 

What  has  been  the  condud  of 
that  miniAer  in  this  occurrence, 
may  be  colleded  from  the  follow- 
ing  expreftions  contained  in  the 


difpatches,  defigned  as  an  anfwar, 
and  direded  to  the  Marquis  of  AU 
mado'var ,  on  the  20th  of  the  fame 
month  of  January  :  (S  I  have  read 
££  to  the  King  (thofe  are  the  very 
£t  words)  the  whole  difpatches  of 
££  your  Excellency,  as  well  as  the 
ts  paper  delivered  to  him  by  Lord 
££  Weymouth ;  I  have  at  the  fame 
££  time  informed  his  Majefly  of  the 
££  remarks  and  obfervations  that 
t(  Lord  Grantham  has  communi- 
£<  cated  to  me,  relative  to  the  fame 
£C  obied.  This  ambaffador  has 
“  put  in  my  hands  another  paper 
“  fimilar  to  that  which  your  Mi- 
££  nifler  of  State  has  forwarded  by 
“  your  Excellency  ;  neverthelefs,  I 
£<  mud  fay  that,  neither  in  the  ex- 
££  plications  of  Lord  Grantham , 
££  nor  in  the  difpatches  that  he  re- 
££  ceived  from  his  court,  are  found 
££  the  fubftantial  and  fpecific  ex- 
££  prefiions,  which  have  been  made 
£<  ufe  of  with  your  Excellency,  in 
££  order  to  induce  the  King  to  pro- 
££  pofe  a  method  of  an  accommo- 
£C  dation. 

££  Notwithftanding  that,  I  fhall 
££  tell  to  your  Excellency  with 
££  freedom  and  exadnefs,  the  re- 
**  fiedions  made  by  the  King,  the 
“  refolution  he  has  taken,  and  the 
££  condud  your  Excellency  fhould 
££  keep  to  caufe  it  to  be  under- 
££  flood,  and  get  an  anfwer,  and 
t£  the  prefent  difpatches  will  ferve 
££  to  your  Excellency  as  inflruc- 
££  tions. 

££  His  Majefly  has  already  re- 
£C  marked,  that  the  court  of  Lon- 
££  don  expreffes  itfelf  differently  by 
££  word  of  mouth  to  what  it  does 
((  in  writing  ;  that  is  to  fay,  by 
££  word  of  mouth,  it  appears,  as  if 
“  that  court  wifhed  for  nothing 
££  more  eagerly,  than  to  hear  the 
<£  convenient  and  honourable  tern- 
»  (  ‘£  perament 
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cc  pfcrament  his  Majeffy  has  found, 
“  in  order  to  accede  to  it ;  and  in 
“  writing,  it  appears,  that  the 
“  Britifh  Miniftry  perflft  in  their 
“  former  ideas,  expreffing  only 
<e  their  defire  of  a  peace  by  gene- 
“  ral  proteffations.” 

Subfequently  to  the  foregoing 
refle&ions,  others  were  fet  down 
in  the  faid  difpatches  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Almadovar,  explaining 
fome  thoughts  that  occurred  to  his 
Majeffy,  with  a  defire  of  falling 
into  a  prudent  and  honourable 
method  that  might  facilitate  the 
pacification.  The  fubftance  of 
thofe  ideas  was  confined  to  know, 
whether  it  might  be  expetted  that 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  would  confent 
to  a  lonp  continued  truce  between 
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the  belligerent  powers  and  the  co¬ 
lonies,  that  might  be  prudently 
combined,  to  preferve  the  dignity 
of  each  of  them,  and  confolidated 
with  various  precautions,  to  re¬ 
move  any  fufpicion  of  a  new  rup¬ 
ture  ;  for  which  purpofe  it  fhould 
be  referred  to  a  fubfeauent  nego- 
ciation,  or  to  a  Congreis,  to  be  held 
in  an  impartial  place,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  King,  for  the 
ftipulating  or  concluding  the  trea¬ 
ties  that  might  take  place  between 
thofe  powers. 

20.  From  the  20th  January  of* 
this  year,  when  an  extraordinary 
difpatch  was  forwarded  to  London, 
with  the  ideas  or  thoughts  of  the 
King,  as  recited  in  the  above 
number,  the  Englifh  Cabinet  de¬ 
ferred  giving  any  anfwer  until  the 
1 6th  March.  At  the  end  of  fo 
long  a  delay,  that  Court  came  to 
an  explication  in  a  difpatch  fent 
to  Lord  Grantham,  which  was  re¬ 
ceived  in  Madrid  the  28th  of  the 
farrie  month.  It  amounted  merely 
to  advert  at  large  on  the  reflec- 
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tions  contained  in  that  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid  of  the  20th  Janu¬ 
ary  ;  but  it  deferves  much  notice 
what  fort  of  fatisfa&ion  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth  gave,  relative  to 
the  difference  obferved  between 
his  manner  of  explaining  himfelf 
by  word  of  mouth  and  by  writing. 
My  language  (thefe  are  the  words 
of  his  anfwer)  with  the  Marquis 
d' Almadovar ,  flowing  from  'my  ar¬ 
dent  defre  for  peace,  went  too  far , 
and  were  wanting  hi  exaiinejs ,  if 
they  imported  a  difpoftion  to  exchange 
the  Royal  Honour,  and  manifef  rights 
for  a  decent  exterior ,  and  plaufibla 
temperature.  If,  with  fuch  a  fineffe, 
Minifters  recede  from  their  words, 
and  fatisfy  thofe  with  whom  they 
treat,  what  faith  or  fecurity  can 
be  put  in  the  explanations  of  a 
Court  made  folemnly  to  the  Am- 
baffkdor  of  a  powerful  King  ? 

Be  it  as  it  may  :  after  all  the 
obfervations  contained  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  Englifh  difpatch  of  the 
16th  March,  it  concluded  with  an 
appearance  which  flattered  the 
King  with  an  hope,  that  at  leaft: 
a  pacification  would  be  efre&ed. 
Let  France  propofe  (faid  the  Englifh. 
Cabinet)  her  complaints ,  pretenfions , 
or  points  of  any  kind  whatever, 
and  an  adequate  anfwer  will  be 
given  ;  or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a 
certain  time  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  during  which  period 
the  pretenfons  of  the  one  and  the 
other  may  be  adjufed  through  the 
good  offices  of  his  Catholic  Majefy. 

Let  the  Colonies  (added  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  Cabinet)  propofe  their  com¬ 
plaints,  and  the  conditions  for 
their  fecurity  and  caution,  by 
which  may  be  re-effablifhed  the 
continuance  and  authority  of  a 
lawful  government:  we  fhall  then 
fee  if  we  can  come  to  a  direfl  and 

immediate 
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immediate  agreement ;  or  if  they 
allb  prefer  the  method  above- 
mentioned,  let  there  be  likevyiie 
a  truce  made  with  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  is,  a  real  truce,  and  ef¬ 
fective  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  ; 
during  which,  the  liberty  and  ef¬ 
fects  of  all  forts  and  daffies  of  per- 
fons  may  be  re-eftabliihed  and  fe- 
cured,  and  all  violence  fufpended, 
on  one  fide  and  the  other,  againft 
the  refpeCtive  individuals,  and  the 
eftates  or  effeCts  they  poffiefs.  In 
thefe  truces,  the  French  may  treat 
of  their  own  peculiar  matters, 
without  giving  the  umbrage, 
which  would  be  inevitable,  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their 
own  particular  advantages  with 
the  fuppofed  interefls  of  thofe 
whom  France  afFeCts  to  call  her 
allies:  and  his  Britannic  Majefty 
may  eftabliffi  the  government  of 
his  own  dominions,  without  the 
difagreeable  circumftance  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  conditions  relative 
thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  de¬ 
clared  enemy. 

21.  It  appears  by  the  opening 
made  by  the  Court  of  London,  in 
the  difpatch  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  note,  for  the  purpofe  of 
eftabljffiing  a  truce  between  France 
and  the  Colonies,  that  it  contained 
no  difficulty,  except  the  referving 
for  a  feparate  treaty  the  pretenfions 
of  the  laid  Power,  and  thofe  of 
the  American  Provinces  aforefaid, 
fo  that  France  fhould  not  inter¬ 
fere  in  the  arrangement  of  their 
interefts  ; — at  lealt,  this  is  what 
any  perfon  of  fincerity  and  good 
faith  would  then  or  even  now  be¬ 
lieve,  who  read,  or  now  reads  the 
explanations  of  the  Engliffi  Cabi¬ 
net  in  that  difpatch.  Under  this 
fuppolition,  vye  ffiaji  communicate, 
for  the  eye  pf  the  impartial  public. 


the  ultimatum  of  the  proportions 
made  by  the  Catholic  King  to 
the  two  Courts  of  Paris  and  Lon¬ 
don,  he  having  taken  on  himfelf 
the  adjufcmentof  the  difputes  fub- 
fifting  with  the  American  provin¬ 
ces,  and  considering  there  was  not 
time  to  communicate  to  them,  or 
even  to  France,  this  his  refolution, 
and  whereof  advice  was  given  to 
the  faid  Courts  on  the  3d  of  April 
in  the  prefect  year  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
feven  days  after  the  having  re-i 
ceived  the  anfwer  of  the  Engliffi 
Cabinet. 

If  thefe  openings  or  propo* 
<c  fi tions  (thus  literally  are  the 
“  expreffions  of  the  ultimatum) 
had  come  immediately  after  the 
“  King  had  made  his,  for  the 
“  forming  a  plan  of  reconcilia* 
(t  tion,  many  difficulties  might 
t(  already  have  been  removed  or 
te  adj ulled  by  the  modifications 
which  it  might  have  been  prac- 
se  ticable  to  have  negociated,  if 
tf  reciprocal  good  faith  had  exift- 
f{  ed,  and  a  confidence  to  con- 
f‘  elude  a  peace.  But  having 
c<  loft  more  than  two  months  time, 
“  (without  mentioning  what  was 
“  negledted  before,  and  obferving 
“  in  this  interval,  there  was  no 
((  need  of  ceffation  in  the  forming 
great  expeditions  or  prepara- 
“  tions)  fufpicions  inevitably  a- 
“  rofe,  that  the  drift  was  to 
f‘  amufe  ahd  confume  the  remain- 
et  ing  months  of  the  campaign, 
“  and  to  continue  the  war  with 
(i  vigour.  If  this  be  the  cafe, 
“  every  attempt  of  the  King  will 
“  be  ufelefs  towards  eftabliffiing 
<£  concord  between  the  bellige* 
({  rent  powers*  Neverthelefs,  his 
tc  Majefty,  to  give  the  laft  proof 
<c  of  his  love  of  humanity,  and 
<(  and  that  he  has  not  left  undone 
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*f  any  thing  to  impede  and  put  a  “  giving  to  his  Majefty  an  antici- 
t(  ftop  to  the  calamities  of  war,  “  pated  notice  of  one  year,  that 
has  commanded  that  the  fol-  “  he  may  communicate  it  to  the 
lowing  plan  be  propofed  to  the  st  faid  American  provinces  ;  and 
“  two  Courts,  which  on  his  part  that  there  be  eftablifhed  a  reci- 
is  the  ultimatum  of  his  nego-  “  procal  difarming  the  fame  as 
“  ciation.  “  with  France,  in  the  fame  times 

“  That  with  a  view  that  this  “  and  places,  regulating  the  li- 
“  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  may  re-  “  mits  that  fhall  not  be  palTed  by 
“  eftabiifh  reciprocal  fecurity  and  “  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
“  good  faith  between  the  two  “  refped  to  the  places  they  may 
<(  Crowns,  there  fhall  be  a  gene-  <f  refpe&ively  occupy  at  the  time 
“  ral  difarming,  within  one  (C  of  ratifying  this  adjuftment. 

“  month,  in  all  the  European  “  That  for  fettling  thefe  parti- 
feas,  within  four,  in  thofe  of  (C  culars,  and  others  relative  to 

“  America,  and  within  eight,  or  “  the  firmnefs  of  the  faid  fufpen- 

“  one  year,  in  thofe  remote  parts  “  fion,  and  to  the  effects  it  may 
“  of  Africa  and  Afia.  That  in  “  produce  while  it  fubfifts,  there 
the  fpace  of  one  month,  a  place  (<  fhall  come  to  Madrid  one  or 

“  fhall  be  fixed  upon,  in  which  more  Commiffaries  or  Agents 

the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  “  of  the  Colonies,  and  hisBritan- 
Courts  fhall  meet  to  treat  on  a  “  nic  Majefty  will  fend  his  under 
t(  definitive  adjuftment  of  peace,  <f  the  like  mediation  of  the  King 
**  regulate  the  refpe&ive  reftitu-  “  (if  they  fhould  be  in  need  of  it) 
“  tions  or  compenfations  necef-  “  to  accord  or  agree  in  the  fore- 
fary,  in  confequence  of  the  (e  going,  and  that  in  the  mean 
“  reprifals  that  have  been  made,  “  time  the  Colonies  fnall  be  treat- 
“  without  any  declaration  of  war,  “  ed  as  independent  in  afting. 

**  and  to  fettle  fuch  matters  of  “  Finally,  if  it  be  defired  by 
*(  complaint  or  pretenfion,  as  the  “  all  or  any  of  the  belligerent 
“  one  Crown  may  have  againft  ((  powers,  or  by  the  aforefaid  Co- 
**  the  other:  to  the  accomplifh-  “  lonies,  the  forementioned  pow- 
ment  of  which  end,  the  King  t(  ers  fhall,  jointly  with  Spain, 
“  will  continue  his  mediation,  “  guarantee  the  treaties  or  agree- 
i{  and  does  now,  for  the  holding  “  ments  which  fhall  be  made  :  — 
of  this  Congrefs,  make  an  offer  “  the  Catholic  King  now  makes 
“  of  the  city  of  Madrid.  That  “  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  the 
a  like  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  “  faid  preliminaries. 5r 
“  fhall  be  feparately  granted  by  Whoever  compares  thefe  articles 
“  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  with  the  preceding  openings  made 
American  Colonies,  through  by  the  Court  of  London,  will  de- 
the  intercefiion  and  mediation  cide,  if  there  can  be  imagined 
“  of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  to  propofals  more  moderate,  or  more 
“  whom  the  faid  Potentate  fhall  analogous  to  the  iyftem  laid  down 
promife  the  observance  thereof,  by  the  Britifh  Cabinet. — Perhaps 
“  and  with  the  condition  that  it  his  Catholic  Majefty  has  rather 
“  fhall  not  be  broke,  without  gone  too  far  in  the  moderation  to 

5  which 
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which  he  reduced  the  faid  propo¬ 
rtions,  taking  on  himfelf  the  dif¬ 
ficult  talk  of  fettling  the  difputes. 

22.  The  greateft  repugnance 
which  the  British  Cabinet  affedled 
to  ffiew  to  the  ultimatum  and  pro¬ 
portions  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
refts  on  the  point  of  treating  the 
Colonies  as  Independent  in  adling 
during  the  interval  of  the  truce. 

To  what  has  been  already  faid, 
may  be  added,  what  was  affirmed 
in  all  the  public  papers  of  the 
month  of  February,  1778,  that 
Lord  North  had  on  the  17th  of 
the  faid  month,  propofed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  a  matter 
of  courfe,  “  That  the  Commif- 
fioners,  then  appointed  by  the 
(i  Court  of  London,  ffiould  treat 
with  the  American  Deputies, 
as  if  they  were  Plenipotentiaries 
“  of  independent  States ;  with 
provifo,  that  this  conceffion 
“  ffiould  not  be  prejudicial  toGreat 
“  Britain,  if  in  the  courfe  of  the 
<c  negociation  the  colonies  ffiould 
“  refolve  to  defift  from  their  claim 
“  of independance.” 

It  is  a  thing  very  extraordinary, 
and  even  ridiculous,  that  the 
Court  of  London  treats  the  Colo¬ 
nies  as  independent,  not  only  in 
adling,  but  of  right,  during  this 
war,  and  that  it  ffiould  have  a  re¬ 
pugnance  to  treat  them  as  fuch, 
only  in  adling  during  a  truce  or 
fufpenfion  of  holiilities.  The 
Convention  of  Saratoga;  the  re¬ 
puting  General  Burgoyne,  as  a 
lawful  prifoner,  to  fufpend  his 
trial  ;  the  exchange  and  liberating 
of  other  prifoners  made  from  the 
Colonies;  the  having  named  Com- 
miffioners  to  go  and  fupplicate  the 
Americans  at  their  own  doors  ; 
requeil  peace  of  them,  and  treat 
with  them  and  the  Congrefs ;  and 
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finally,  by  a  thou  fan  d  other  adits 
of  this  fort,  authorifed  by  the 
Court  of  London,  have  been,  and 
are  true  figns  of  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  independence  :  and 
the  Engliffi  nation  itfelf  may  judge 
and  decide,  whether  all  thofe  adls 
are  fo  compatible  with  the  deco¬ 
rum  of  theBritiffi  crown,  as  would 
be  the  granting  to  the  Colonies, 
at  the  interceffion  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  a  fufpenfion  of  holiilities, 
adjuil  their  differences,  and  treat 
them  in  this  interval  as  indepen¬ 
dent  States. 

23.  It  mull  appear  incredible, 
after  having  confidered  the  pre¬ 
ceding  articles,  that  the  Court  of 
London  ffiould  refufe  to  accept  of 
the  propofitions  of  the  ultimatum 
of  that  of  Madrid,  although  with 
fome  explanations  that  it  might 
think  neceffary ;  but  that  Court 
not  only  rejedled  them,  in  its 
anfvver  given  the  4th  of  May, 
after  various  pretexts  for  delay, 
but  put  forth  indiredt  and  Framed 
interpretations  of  the  propofals 
that  were  then  made,  having  the 
effrontery  to  fay,  that  “  the  drift 
te  of  Spain  was  to  form,  from  the 
“  pretenfions  of  the  Colonies  to 
“  independence,  one  common 
“  caufe  with  them  and  with 
fC  France. ”  —  The  Britiffi  Cabi¬ 
net  concluding,  with  faying, 
“  That  if  the  conditions  which 
“  the  Court  of  Verfailles  had 
“  communicated  to  his  Catholic 
“  Majefty,  did  not  prefent  a  bet- 
“  ter  afpect  than  this  for  the 
“  treaty,  or  did  not  offer  lefs  im- 
iS  perious  and  unequal  terms,  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  would 
**  only  have  to  lament,  that  he 
“  found  the  hopes  fruftrated, 
“  which  he  had  always  conceived 
<(  of  the  happy  reiloratioa  of 

**  peace. 
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ff  peace*  as  well  for  his  fubjefts 
“  as  the  world  in  general.” 

If  this  is  not  a  want  of  refpedl 
to  the  mediating  King,  a  real  pro¬ 
vocation,  and  evident  in  confe- 
quence,  it  will  be  difficult  to  find 
expreffions  more  adapted  for  it. 
Neither  did  his  Catholic  Majefty 
make  a  common  caufe  with  France 
and  the  Colonies  in  his  laft  pro- 
pofals,  nor  were  they  made  to 
France,  to  whom  they  were  not, 
nor  could  not,  for  want  of  time, 
be  communicated,  before  they 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of 
London  ;  fo  that  the  whole  appa¬ 
ratus  of  thofe  haughty  expreffions 
of  the  Engliffi  Miniftry  amount 
merely  to  fay,  that  in  fpite  of  the 
overture  made  by  themfelves  on 
the  1 6th  of  March,  they  preferred 
war  to  peace,  or  treating  with  the 
fore-mentioned  mediator,  whom 
they  provokingly  infulted,  treating 
him  as  partial,  leagued  with  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  imperi¬ 
ous,  and  inconfiftent. 

In  aggravation  to  all  the  fore¬ 
going,  at  the  fame  time  the  Bri- 
tiffi  Cabinet  anfwered  the  King  of 
Spain  in  the  terms  already  men¬ 
tioned,  they  were  infinuating  them¬ 
felves  at  the  Court  of  France,  by 
means  of  fecret  emiffaries,  and 
making  very  great  offers  to  her 
to  abandon  the  Colonies,  and 
make  peace  with  England.  But 
there  is  yet  more :  at  the  very 
fame  time,  the  Engliffi  Miniftry 
were  treating,  by  means  of  ano¬ 
ther  certain  emiffary,  with  Dr. 
F ranklin,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Colonies,  refiding  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  to  whom  they  made  various 
propofals  to  difunite  them  from 
France,  and  to  accommodate  mat¬ 
ters  with  England,  on  conditions 
almo{l  identically  the  fame  as  thofe 
Vol.  XXII, 
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which  they  had  rejefled  or  fpurn- 
ed  at,  as  coming  from  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty,  but  in  faft  with  offers 
much  more  favourable  to  the  faid 
Colonies.  The  faid  treaty  went 
fo  far  as  to  be  extended  in  formed 
articles,  with  various  explanations ; 
and  was  carried  on  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  one  of  the  principal 
Engliffi  Minifters.  Of  all  this, 
and  much  more,  it  would  be  eafy 
to  inform  the  public,  by  true  and 
formal  copies,  if  it  were  neceffary, 
or  that  this  implacable  enemy 
hereafter  obliges  it  to  be  done* 
and  who  has  always  been  treated 
by  Spain  with  the  greateft  mode¬ 
ration. 

24.  The  true  intentions  of  the 
Court  of  London  being  clearly 
difcovered,  the  Catholic  King 
could  not  longer  withhold  the  put¬ 
ting  in  full  force  the  treaties  con¬ 
cluded  with  France.  From  what 
has  been  obferved  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  note,  it  evidently  follows,  that 
the  whole  of  the  Engliffi  policy 
was  to  difunite  the  two  Courts  of 
Paris  and  Madrid,  by  means  of 
the  fuggeftions  and  offers  ffie  fepa- 
rately  made  to  them ;  alfo  to  fepa- 
rate  the  Colonies  from  their  trea¬ 
ties  and  engagements  entered  info 
with  France,  induce  them  to  arm 
againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or,  more  probably,  to  opprefs 
them,  when  they  found  (from 
breaking  their  engagements)  they 
ftood  alone  and  without  prote&ors 
or  guarantees  for  the  treaties  they 
might  enter  into  with  the  Britiffi 
Miniftry.  This,  therefore,  is  the 
net  they  laid  for  the  American 
States ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  tempt  them 
with  flattering  and  very  magnifi¬ 
cent  promifes  to  come  to  an  ac¬ 
commodation  with  them,  exclu- 
five  of  any  intervention  of  Spain 
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or  France  ;  that  the  Britifli  Mi- 
niftry  might  always  remain  the  ar¬ 
bitrators  of  the  fate  of  the  faid 
Colonies,  in  the  point  of  fulfilling 
any  treaties  or  agreements  they 
might  make.  But  the  Catholic 
King,  faithful,  on  the  one  part, 
to  the  engagements  which  bind 
him  to  the  Moll  Chriilian  King, 
his  nephew  ;  juft  and  upright,  cn 
the  other,  to  his  own  fubjefls, 
whom  he  ought  to  prated  and 
guard  again  ft  fo  many  infults  ; 
and  finally,  full  of  humanity  and 
companion  for  the  Americans  and 
other  individuals  who  fuller  from 
the  calamities  of  the  prefent  war, 
he  is  determined  to  purfue  and 
profecute  it,  and  to  make  all  the 
efforts  in  his  power,  until  lie  can 
obtain  a  foiid  and  permanent 
jpeace,  with  full  and  fatisfaftory 
fccurities  that  it  fhall  be  obferved. 

25.  To  attain,  as  before- men¬ 
tioned,  the  much-defired  end  of  a 
fecure  peace,  it  is  abfolately  ne- 
ceffary  to  curtail  and  deftroy  the 
arbitrary  proceedings  and  maxims 
of  the  Englilh  maritime  power  ; 
to  the  attainment  of  which,  all 
other  maritime  powers,  and  even 
all  nations  in  general,  are  become 
much  interefted.  The  Catholic 
King,  for  his  part,  has  done  all 
he  poffibly  could,  that  the  infults 
founded  in  fuch  proceedings  and 
maxims  fhould  be  put  an  end  to, 
but  this  he  has  not  been  able  to 
effect  by  amicable  means.  On  the 
contrary,  injuries  have,  been  re¬ 
peatedly  continued,  as  has  been 
reprefented  in  the  negociation  fet 
on  foot  with  England  by  the  me¬ 
diation  of  the  laid  monarch.  The 
Court  of  London  has  become  for¬ 
getful,  in  thefe  later  times,  that 
fine  fhould  have  adjufted  and  fet¬ 
tled  her  differences  with  Spain-  ac« 
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cording  to  agreement.  In  the* 
fame  month  of  Mayy  in  which 
this  negociation  was  put  an  end 
to,  there  came  advices  of  the  vio¬ 
lences  committed  by  Englifh  fhips 
and  their  crews  in  the  river  Saint 
John,  and  Bay  of  Honduras,  (of 
which  mention  has  been  made  m 
note  the  firft)  and  it  was  known, 
alfo,  with  great  probability,  that 
the  Englifh  Cabinet  had  given 
anticipated  orders  for  the  invafion 
of  the  Phillipine  Elands.  From 
fuch  deeds,  as  well  as  from  the 
foregoing,  the  impartial  and  can¬ 
did  world  will  be  enabled  to  do 
juftice  in  this  famous  controverfy, 
and  decide  whether  the  declaration 
prefented  by  the  Marquis  of  Al- 
madovar,.  the  1 6th.  June  laft,  is 
founded  in  reafon  and  truth.  In 
the  mean  while  it  fhould  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  Court  of  London* 
on  the  1 8th  of  faid  month,  iffued 
orders  for  commencing  and  com¬ 
mitting  hoftilities,  and  making 
reprifals  againft  Spain,  who  did 
not  iffue  fimilar  orders  till  after 
fhe  had  received  advice  thereof. 


Copy  of  the  Answer  tranfmitted  to- 
the  Marquis  ^’Almadovar  by  Lord 
V if  count  Weymouth,  dated  the 
iph  of  July,  17  79. 

HE  Marquis  d’AImadovar, 
late  Ambaffador  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  at  this  Court,  on  his 
fudden  departure,  left  with  Vif- 
count  Weymouth,  Secretary  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  a  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  founded  on  a  detail 
of  motives  to  juftify  fo  violent  a 
flep.— In  this  detail  Spain  affeds 
to  complain  in  general  of  the  lit¬ 
tle  defire  the  King  (hewed  towards 
the  prefervation  of  peace,  and,  in 

particular^. 
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particular,  againft  the  difrefpedt- 
Ful  treatment  of  the  Spanifh  flag, 
and  the  violation  of  the  territory 
belonging  to  his  Catholic  Majefty. 

As  nothing  could  be  more  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  King’s  intention 
than  to  break  the  friendfhip  fub- 
iifting  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  it  is  by  order  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty,  that  the  faid  Vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth  offers  fuch  a  ftate  of  the 
matters  let  forth  in  the  faid  De¬ 
claration,  as,  he  doubts  not,  muft 
fhew  the  fincerity  with  which  his 
Majefty  hath  endeavoured  to  main¬ 
tain  the  general  tranquillity. 

The  little  defire  for  peace,  as 
fuppofed  on  the  part  of  the  King, 
is  deducible  from  the  conduct  at¬ 
tributed  to  Great  Britain  during 
the  laft  negociation  :  after  the 
profeftions  of  the  impartiality  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty;  his  offers  of 
mediation  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  after  the  accep¬ 
tance  of  the  fame,  the  Declaration 
affirms, — ‘  That  every  ftep  had 
been  taken  neceffary  to  produce 
the  beft  effects,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  two  powers  towards  an 
accommodation  equally  honourable 
to  both  parties  ;  that  to  this  end 
wife  expedients  had  been  propof- 
ed  ;  but  notwithftanding  thefe 
terms  were  conformable  to  fuch  as 
the  Court  of  London,  at  other 
times,  judged  proper  and  condu¬ 
cive  to  an  accommodation,  they 
<vere^  however,  rejected  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  proves  too  well  the  reluc¬ 
tance  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Ca¬ 
binet  to  reftore  peace  to  Europe, 
and  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty.’ 

The  conditions  offered  by  France 
were,  to  the  higbeft  degree,  inju¬ 
rious  and  inadmiffible  ;  the  King 
exprefsly  declared,  that  he  confi- 
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dered  them  as  fuch  ;  nothing  cart 
be  more  evident  than  that  the  ex¬ 
pedients  offered  by  Spain  inevit¬ 
ably  tended  to  enforce  thefe  very 
injurious  conditions,  but  juft  be¬ 
fore  declared  as  inadmiffible. 

The  pernicious  confequences  of 
thd  propofed  expedients  had  been 
explained  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
by  order  of  the  King,  and  that 
they  were  in  the  moft  amicable 
mariner  exprefsly  rejected.  Had 
it  been  otherwife,  there  could  be 
no  reafon  for  an  ultimatum  :  yec 
it  is  not  without  aftonifnment, 
that,  after  the  firft  anfwer,  the 
King  received  the  ultimatum  from 
the  Court  of  Spain,  not  only  con¬ 
taining  the  very  fame  offers  thus 
rejected,  but  announced  with 
feared  any  difference  in  point  of 
form. 

The  Declaration  further  fays, 

‘  That,  on  the  28th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  tne  Court  of  Spain  had  noti¬ 
fied  to  the  belligerent  powers,  tha£ 
in  cafe  the  negociation  did  fuc- 
ceed,  ftie  would  then  determine 
how  to  aft.’ — If  the  Open  part  the 
Court  of  Spain  now  take's,  be 
that  fhe  fecretly  intended  at 
that  time,  it  would  have  beeii 
more  confident  with  her  dignity 
then  to  avow  it,  and  range  her- 
felf  openly  under  the  banners  cf 
France. 

Inftead  of  fuch  a  conduct,  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  affedting  impar¬ 
tiality,  hath  offered  to  mediate, 
but  not  to  dictate  the  terms  of 
peace,  prom  Ting  to  communicate 
to  each  Court  the  condition^ 
claimed  by  either,  that  fo  they 
might  be  modified,  explained,  or 
rejected.  When  the  propofals 
made  by  France  were  rejected,  and 
the  Declaration  made  to  Spain  to 
ceafe  her  mediation,  fince  her  en- 
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deavours  did  not  fucceed,  it  was 
accompanied  with  afTurances,  that 
the  friendfhip  fubfifting  between 
the  two  nations  fhould  not  be  in 
term  p  ted. 

How  far  this  is  true,  appears 
from  the  a&ual  Declaration,  an¬ 
nouncing  hoftilities  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  without  venturing  to  date 
the  non-acceptance  of  the  terms 
as  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  war  : 
but  fhould  it  be  otherwife  infinu- 
ated,  it  will  furnifh  his  Majefty 
with  an  additional  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  the  injuftice  and  arrogance 
of  fuch  a  pretenfion. 

The  previous  caufes  which  the 
Court  of  Spain  hath  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  urge,  are,  the  infults  again  It 
her  flag,  and  the  violation  on  her 
territory.  As  to  the  firft,  thefe 
are  the  terms  of  her  memorial  : 
*  Prizes  have  been  made 5  veffels 
have  been  fearched  and  plundered  ; 
many  have  been  fired  upon  who 
Were  forced  to  defend  themfelves ; 
the  regifters  and  packets  belonging 
to  the  Court,  and  found  on  board 
his  Catholic  Majefty’s  packet- 
boats,  have  been  opened  and  torn 
to  pieces. ’ 

Ail  forts  of  American  veffels 
have  been  received  in  the  ports 
of  Spain  ;  they  have  been  furnifh- 
ed  with  falfe  documents,  and  buf¬ 
fered  to  carry  Spanifh  colours  ; 
their  privateers  have  plundered 
all  nations  without  diftincftion, 
and  fuch  has  been  the  induftry  of 
the  Spanifh  Miniftry  in  order  to 
enhance  the  number  of  grievances, 
that  thefe  depredations  werq  by 
them  reprefented  as  injuries  com¬ 
mitted  by  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
complaints,  which  do  not  exceed 
the  number  of  twenty- four,  fel- 
dom  fpecify  the  author  of  the  fup- 
pofed  ihfult,  and  thofe  which  did 


were  frequently  ill-founded,  and 
in  general  frivolous  ;  however,  it 
is  granted  that  the  anfwers  were 
amicable.  The  King  thought  it 
worthy  of  himfelf  not  only  to  ufe 
every  precaution  neceflary  to  pre¬ 
vent  diforders  which  might  offend 
neutral  powers,  but  alfo  to  exert 
every  effort  to  punifli  the  authors, 
and  repair  the  lofs  of  the  fufferers. 
Such  hath  been  his  conduct  at  all 
times  when  pofiible  to  difcover  and 
convi£t  the  guilty.  —  Among  the 
vaft  operations,  fuch  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  war,  it  is  not  furprifing  that 
fome  irregularities  have  happened; 
but  when  fuch  cafes  were  proved, 
reftitution  was  made  with  ample 
damages,  and  all  charges  paid. 

It  has  been  advanced,  e  That  his 
Catholic  Majertv  formally  declared 
to  the  Court  of  London,  ever  flnce 
France  commenced  hoftilities,  that 
the  Court  of  Madrid  would  regu¬ 
late  her  conduct -by  that  of  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain.’— Never- 
thelefs  thirteen  Englifh  veffels  have 
been  feized,  on  what  pretence,  or 
by  whole  order,  we  are  ftill  to 
learn,  although  his  Majefty  order¬ 
ed  fuchreprefentations  to  be  made, 
as  are  ufual  on  the  like  occaflons, 
between  nations  in  a  ftate  of  ami¬ 
ty  ;  which  his  Majefty  did,  not 
attributing  thefe  feizures  to  a  per¬ 
fidious  and  inimical  defign,  until 
the  conduct  of  the  Court  of  Spain 
has  been  better  explained  by  the 
prefent  Declaration. 

The  pretended  violation  of  the 
Spanifh  territory  may  be  reduced 
to  four  heads. 

In  the  fir  ft:  place  it  is  faid, 
‘  That  the  dominions  in  America, 
belonging  to  the  Court  of  Spain, 
have  been  threatened,’  without 
fpecifying  time,  place,  or  circum- 
ftance. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  the  memorial  men¬ 
tions,  ‘  That  the  Indians  have 
been  fet  againft  the  innocent  inha¬ 
bitants  ofLouifiana,  who  muft  have 
fallen  victims  to  their  fury,  had 
not  even  the  Chadaws  repented, 
and  revealed  the  confpiracy.’ — It 
is  well  known  that  the  Governor 
of  New  Orleans  tried  to  feduce 
the  Chadaws,  and  that  he  receiv¬ 
ed  with  open  arms  thofe  tribes, 
which  committed  devaluations  in 
the  Englifn  Weftern  fettlements. 
Thefe  tribes  returned,  but  were 
not  fet  againft  the  Spanifh  terri¬ 
tory  ;  it  w’as  never  attempted,  nor 
was  fuch  an  idea  ever  entertained. 

The  Declaration  afterts,  ‘  That 
a  formal  reprefen  tation  was  made 
to  the  Court  of  London  concern¬ 
ing  thefe  different  grievances,  and 
feeing  the  equivocal  exprefiions  on 
the  two  preceding  points,  fuch 
remonftrances  were  particularly 
neceffary  towards  the  ftrid  obfer- 
vance  of  the  good  faith  between 
two  nations  at  peace.’ — It  is  not 
true  that  the  leaft  reprefentation 
was  ever  made  on  either  of  the 
two  preceding  articles,  to  which 
the  moft  ample  and  fatisfadory 
anfwers  might  have  been  given. 

Thirdly,  they  pretend,  *  That 
the  fovereignty  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  in  the  province  of  Da¬ 
rien,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Saint 
Bias,  hath  been  ufurped,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Jamaica  having  ap¬ 
pointed  an  Indian  to  the  rank  of 
General  over  thofe  provinces  :  ’ 
—  On  this  fubjed,  inftrudions 
were  difpatched,  bearing  date  the 
28th  of  April  laft,  as  is  ufual  be¬ 
tween  nations  in  friendfhip ;  to 
advices  being  received  from  Ja¬ 
maica  on  this  matter,  frefh  orders 
were  fent  for  a  full  explanation. 


but  in  point  of  time  no  anfwer 
could  yet  be  expected. 

Fourthly,  ‘  That  the  territory 
in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  has  been 
ufurped,  ads  of  hofti lities  com¬ 
mitted,  the  Spaniards  imprifoned, 
and  their  houfes  plundered  ;  as 
alfo  that  England  had  negleded 
to  fulfil  the  ftipulated  article  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  coaft,  agreeable  to  the 
17th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris.* 
— With  regard  to  the  Englifh  fub- 
jeds  frequenting  the  Bay  of  Hon¬ 
duras,  that  matter  had  been  regu¬ 
lated  according  to  the  aforefaid 
article,  and  finally  adjufted  with 
the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  year  . 
1764.  Since  which  period  no 
complaint  having  been  made  on 
either  fide,  this  Court  is  ftill  igno¬ 
rant  whether  the  leaft  caufe  ever 
exifted.  —  Surely  this  cannot  be 
included  among  the  pretended 
grievances  which  the  Declaration 
fuppofes,  as  having  been  duly  re¬ 
presented  either  to  the  Englifh 
Court,  or  to  her  Ambafiador  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid. 

Such  are  the  motives  alledged 
by  the  Court  of  Spain  in  the  name 
of  his  Catholic  Majefty,  as  a  jufti- 
fication  before  God  and  the  world, 
for  commencing  hoibi lities  againft 
Great  Britain.  The  King  appeals 
to  the  adual  date  of  affairs,  being 
the  fame  as  that  which  fubfifted 
fince  the  conclufton  of  the  laft 
treaty,  as  a  full  proof  that  no  at¬ 
tempt  was  ever  made  on  his  part 
to  infringe  this  treaty.  —  Fie  ap¬ 
peals  to  his  uniform  condud  ever 
fince  this  epoch,  to  furnifh  ftill 
ftronger  proofs  that  he  hath  en¬ 
deavoured  to  preferve  the  fame 
with  all  the  ailiduity  and  care, 
which  the  interefts  of  humanity 
and  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjeds 
3  required. 
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required.— Ultimately,  he  appeals 
to  the  conduft  of  his  enemies,  and 
in  particular  to  the  aforefaid  De¬ 
claration  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
as  the  lall:  proof  of  the  necefiity  he 
is  under  to  defend  the  rights  of 
his  Crown  and  people,  again il  a 
determined  project  to  invade  the 
iame ;  a  project  wherein  the  Court 
qf  Spain  at  length  openly  joins, 
without  the  lead  reafon  to  colour 
fuch  a  proceeding. 


A  Manifesto  publijbed  at  Paris , 
dif playing  the  Motives  and  ConduSi 
of  his  Moft  Ghrifian  Majefly  tA- 
*  wards.  England. 

T  ranslation. 

HEN  the  Sovereign  Dif- 
pofer  of  events  called  his 
Majedy  to  the  throne,  France  en¬ 
joyed  the  mod  profound  peace. 
The  firft  concern  of  his  Majedy 
was  to  fignify  to  all  the  powers 
pf  Europe,  his  fin  cere  delire, 
that  the  bleflings  of  peace  might 
be  perpetuated  to  his  kingdom. 
This  gracious  difpofition  of  his 
Majedy  was  generally  applaud¬ 
ed  ;  the  King  ot  England  in  par¬ 
ticular  teftifjed  his  fatis faction, 
and  gave  his  Majedy  the  mod 
expreffive  affu  ranees  of  fmcere 
friendfhip.  Such  a  reciprocity  of 
fentiment  judified  his  Majedy  in 
believing,  that  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don  was  at  lad  difpofed  to  adopt  a 
mode  of  condudi  more  equitable 
and  friendly,  than  that  which  had 
been  adopted  dnce  the  conclufion 
pf  the  peace  of  1763,  and  that  a 
final  Bop  would  he  put  to  t’nofe 
Various  ads  of  tyranny,  which  his 
fubjeds  had  in  every  quarter  of 
phe  globe  experienced  on,  the  part 
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of  England,  from  the  aera  abov£ 
mentioned.  His  Majedy  perfuad- 
ed  himfelf  that  he  could  dill  place 
the  greater  reliance  on  the  King 
of  England’s  protedations,  as  the 
primordial  feed  of  the  American 
revolution  began  to  unfold  itfelf 
in  a  manner  highly  alarming  to 
the  intered  of  Great  Britain. 

But,  the  Court  of  London, 
vainly  imputing  that  to  fear  or 
feeblenefs,  which  was  only  the 
natural  eiTed  ot  his  Majedy’s  pa¬ 
cific  difpofition,  dri’dly  adhered  to 
her  cudomary  fydem,  and  conti¬ 
nued  every  harraifing  ad  of  vio¬ 
lence  againft  the  commerce  and 
the  navigation  of  his  Majedy’s 
fubjects.  His  Majedy  reprefented 
thefe  outrages  to  the  King  of 
England  with  the  utmod  candour, 
and  judging  of  his  fentiments  by 
his  own,  his  Majedy  had  the 
greated  confidence,  that  the  grie¬ 
vances  would  be  no  fooner  made 
known  to  the  King  of  England, 
than  he  would  redrefs  them.  Nay, 
further,  his  Majedy  being  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  the  em- 
barraffment  which  the  affairs  of 
North  America  had  occafioned  the 
Court  of  London,  charitably  for¬ 
bore  to  increafe  that  embarraff- 
ment,  by  infiding  too  hadily  on 
thofe  reparations  of  injuries,  which 
the  Englifh  Miniders  had  never 
ceafed  to  promife,  nor  ever  failed 
to  evade. 

Such  was  the  pofition  of  affairs 
between  the  two  Courts,  when  the 
meafures  of  the  Court  of  London 
compelled  the  Englifh  cploqids  to 
have  recourie  to  arms  to  preferve 
their  rights,  their  privileges,  and 
their  liberty.  The  whole  world 
knows  the  aera  when  this  brilliant 
event  fhone  forth;  the  multiplied 
and  unfuccefsful  efforts  made  by 
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the  Americans  to  be  reirulated  in 
the  bofom  of  their  mother  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  difdainful  manner  in 
which  they  were  fpurned  by  Eng¬ 
land  ;  and  finally,  the  aX  of  in¬ 
dependence,  which  was  at  length, 
and  could  not  but  have  been  the 
necefiury  refult  of  this  treatment. 

The  war  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  found 
themfelves  involved,  with  regard 
to  England,  necefiarily  compelled 
them  to  explore  the  means  of 
forming  connexions  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe,  and  of  opening 
a  dircX  commerce  with  them. 
His  Majeily  would  have  negleXed 
the  molt  effential  interefts  of  his 
kingdom,  were  he  to  have  refufed 
the  Americans  admifiion  into  his 
port  ,  or  that  participation  of 
corn  me  dal  advantages  which  is 
enjoyed  by  every  other  nation. 

This  conduX,  fo  much  the  re¬ 
fult  of  jultice  and  of  wifdom,  was 
adopted  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
the  commercial  Hates  of  Europe  ; 
yet  it  gave  occafion  to  the  Court 
of  London,  to  prefer  her  repre¬ 
fen  tations,  and  give  vent  to  all 
the  bitternefs  of  complaint.  She 
imagined,  no  doubt,  that  lhe  had 
but  to  employ  her  ufual  ityle  of 
haughtinefs  and  ambition,  to  ob¬ 
tain  of  France  an  unbounded  de¬ 
ference  to  her  will.  But,  to  the 
molt  unreafonable  propofitions,  and 
the  moll  intemperate  meafures, 
his  Majeily  oppofed  nothing  but 
the  calmnefs  of  jullice,  and  the 
moderation  of  reafon.  His  Ma- 
jelly  gave  the  King  of  England 
plainly  to  underhand,  that  he 
neither  was,  nor  did  he  pretend 
to  be,  a  judge  of  the  difputes  with 
his  colonies  ;  much  lefs  would  it 
become  his  Majeily  to  avenge  his 
quarrel  :  that  in  confluence  his 


Majeily  was  under  no  obligation 
to  treat  the  Americans  as  rebels  ; 
to  exclude  them  from  his  ports, 
and  to  prohibit  them  from  all  com¬ 
mercial  intercourfe  with  his  fub¬ 
jeXs.  Notwithstanding,  his  Ma¬ 
jeily  was  very  ready  to  lhackle,  as 
much  as  depended  on  him,  the 
exportation  of  arms  and  military 
tores  ;  and  gave  the  mot  pofmve 
ailurance,  not  only  that  he  would 
not  proteX  this  fpccies  of  com¬ 
merce,  bat  that  he  would  alfo  aL 
low  England  free  permiffion  to 
top  thofe  of  his  fubjeXs  who 
ihould  be  deteXed  in  carrying  on 
fuch  illicit  traffic,  obferving  only 
the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  laws 
and  the  ufages  of  the  fea.  His 
Majety  went  till  further  :  he  was 
fcrupulouty  exaX  in  obferving 
every  commercial  tipuiation  in 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  although  it 
was  daily  violated  by  the  Court  of 
London,  and  England,  at  the  very 
time,  had  reful'ed  to  ratify  it  in 
all  its  parts.  As  a  confequence 
of  the  amicable  part  thus  taken  by 
his  Majeily,  he  interdiXed  the 
American  privateers  from  arming 
in  his  ports  ;  he  would  neither 
fuffer  them  to  fell  their  prizes, 
nor  to  remain  one  moment  longer 
in  the  ports  of  France,  than  was 
confident  with  the  flipulations  of 
the  above  treaty.  His  Majeily 
llriXly  enjoined  his  fubjeXs  not  to 
purchafe  fuch  prizes  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  difobedience  they  were  threa¬ 
tened  with  confifcation.  Thefe 
aXs,  on  the  part  of  his  Majeily, 
had  the  defired  effeX.  But  all 
thefe  aXs,  diiliriguiihed  as  well  by 
their  condefcenfion,  as  by  their 
llriX  adherence  to  the  fpirit  and 
letter  of  a  treaty,  which  his  Ma¬ 
jeily,  (had  he  been  fo  difpofed) 
might  have  confidered  as  non- 
[A  b\  4  exilting  ; 
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exiting;  all  thefe  a£ls  were  far 
from  fatisfying  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don.  That  Court  affedted  to  con- 
fider  his  Majefty  as  refponfible  for 
all  trarTgreffions,  although  the 
King  of  England,  notwithftanding 
a  folemn  act  of  parliament,  could 
not  himfelf  prevent  his  own  mer¬ 
chants  from  fur ni thing  the  North 
American  colonies  with  merchan¬ 
dize  and  even  military  ftores. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  the 
refufal  of  yielding  to  the  affuming, 
demands,  and  arbitrary  preten- 
fions  of  England,  would  mortify 
the  felf-fufficiency  of  that  Power, 
and  revive  its  ancient  animofity  to 
France.  She  was  the  more  irri¬ 
tated  from  her  having  begun,  to 
experience  fome  checks  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  prognofticated  to  her 
the  irrevocable  feparation  of  her 
colonies ;  and  from  forefeeing  the 
inevitable  calamities  and  Ioffes 
following  fuch  a  feparation ;  and 
obferving  France  profiting  by  that 
commerce,  which  fhe,  with  an  in- 
confiderate  hand,  had  thrown 
away,  and  adopting  every  means 
to  render  her  flag  refpedtable. 

Thefe  are  the  combined  caufes 
which  haveincreafed  the  defpair  of 
the  Court  of  London,  and  have 
led  her  to  cover  the  feas  with  her 
privateers,  furnifhed  with  letters 
of  marque  conceived  in  the  mod 
offenflve  terms;  to  violate  without 
fcruple  the  faith  of  treaties,  to 
harrafs,  under  the  mod  frivolous 
and  abfurd  pretences,  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  his  Majefty’s 
fubjedts  ;  to  a  flume  to  herfelf  a 
tyrannical  empire  of  the  fea  ;  to 
prefcribe  unknown  and  inadmif- 
fible  laws  and  regulations  ;  to  in- 
fult  on  many  occaftons*  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  flag ;  in  fhort,  to  infringe 
on  his  territories,  as  well  in  Eu¬ 


rope  as  in  America,  in  the  moll 
marked  and  charadleriftic  Ayle  of 
infult. 

If  his  Majedy  had  been  lefs  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  facred  rights  of  hu¬ 
manity;  if  he  had  been  more  pro¬ 
digal  of  the  blood  of  his  fubjedts : 
in  fhort,  if,  indead  of  following 
the  benevolent  impulfe  of  his  na¬ 
ture,  he  had  fought  to  avenge 
wounded  honour,  he  could  not 
have  hefltated  a  moment  to  make 
ufe  of  reprifals,  and  to  repel  thole 
infults  which  had  been  offered  to 
his  dignity,  by  the  force  of  his 
arms.  But  his  Majedy  ftifled  even 
his  juft  refentments.  He  was  de¬ 
ft  rous  that  the  meafure  of  his 
goodnefs  might  overflow,  becaufe 
he  Rill  retained  fuch  an  opinion 
of  his  enemies  as  to  expedt,  they 
would  yield  that  to  moderation 
and  amicable  adjuftment  on  his 
part,  which  their  own  interefts  re¬ 
quired  of  them. 

It  was  thefe  conflderations  which 
moved  his  Majefty  to  detail  the 
whole  of  his  complaints  to  the 
Court  of  London.  This  detail 
was  accompanied  with  the  moft  fe- 
rious  reprefentations,  his  Majefty 
being  defirous  that  the  King  of 
England  Ihould  not  be  left  in  any 
uncertainty,  as  to  his  Majefty’s 
adtual  determination  to  maintain 
his  own  dignity  inviolate  ;  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his 
fubjedts  ;  and  to  render  his  flag 
refpedtable.  But  the  Court  of 
London  affedted  to  obferve  an  of¬ 
fenflve  ftlence  on  every  grievance 
reprefented  by  his  Majefty’s  Am- 
baffador ;  and  when  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  vouchfafe  an  anfwer,  it 
was  an  eafy  matter  to  deny  the 
belt'  authenticated  facts ;  to  ad¬ 
vance  principles  contrary  to  the 
law  of  nation?,  to  pofitive  treaties, 

to 


STATE 

to  marine  ufage ;  and  to  encourage 
judgments  without  juftice,  and 
confifcations  without  mercy,  not 
leaving  the  injured  even  the  means 
of  appeal.  At  the  fame  time  that 
the  Court  of  London  put  the  mo¬ 
deration  and  forbearance  of  the 
King  to  the  fevered;  trial,  in  the 
ports  of  England  there  were  pre¬ 
parations  making  and  armaments 
equipping,  which  could  not  have 
America  for  their  objedt ;  the  de- 
fign  was  too  determinate  to  be 
miftaken.  His  Majefty,  there¬ 
fore,  found  it  indifpenfible  to  make 
fuch  difpofitions  on  his  part,  as 
might  be  fufticient  to  prevent  the 
evil  defigns  of  his  enemy,  at  the 
fame  time  provide  againft  depre¬ 
dations  and  infults  fimilar  to  thofe 
committed  in  1755. 

In  this  date  of  things  his  Ma- 
'  jelly,  who  had  hitherto  rejected 
the  overtures  of  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  (and  that  in 
contradiction  to  his  moil  prefting 
interefls)  now  perceived  that  he 
had  not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  con¬ 
cluding  a  treaty  with  them.  Their 
independence  had  been  declared 
and  eltablifhed  ;  England  herfelf 
had  in  fome  fort  recognized  that 
independence,  by  permitting  the 
exigence  of  aCts  which  carried 
every  implication  of  fovereignty. 
Had  it  been  the  intention  of  his 
Majefty  to  deceive  England,  and 
to  adopt  meafures  for  the  purpofe 
of  covering  the  deception,  he 
might  have  drawn  the  veil  of  fe- 
crefy  over  his  engagements  with 
his  now  allies  ;  but  the  principles 
of  juflice,  which  have  ever  dire&ed 
his  Majefty,  and  his  fincere  defire 
of  preferving  peace,  were  decifive 
inducements  for  him  to  purfue  a 
condud  more  generous  and  noble: 
his  Majefty  conceived  it  a  duty 
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which  he  owed  to  himfelf,  to  no¬ 
tify  to  the  King  of  England  the 
alliance  he  had  formed  with  the 
United  States.  Nothin^  could  be 
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more  fimple  or  lefs  oifeniive  than 
the  Refcript  delivered  by  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Ambaflador  to  the  Britifh 
Minifter.  But  the  Council  of  St. 
James’s  were  not  of  this  opinion  ; 
and  the  King  of  England,  after 
having  firft  broken  the  peace,  by 
recalling  his  Arnbaffador,  announ¬ 
ced  to  his  Parliament  the  Decla¬ 
ration  of  his  Majelly,  as  an  a£l  of 
hoftility,  as  a  formal  and  premedi¬ 
tated  aggreffion.  It  would  be  in- 
fulting  credulity  to  fuppofe  it  can. 
be  believed,  that  his  Majefty’s  re¬ 
cognition  of  the  independence  of 
the  Thirteen  United  States  of 
America,  fhould  of  itfelf  have  fo 
irritated  the  King  of  England  ; 
that  Prince,  without  doubt,  is 
well  acquainted  with  all  thofe  in- 
ftances  of  the  kind  which  not  only 
the  Britilh  annals,  but  his  own 
reign,  can  furnifh.  His  refent- 
ment  is  founded  on  another  prin¬ 
ciple.  The  French  treaty  defeat¬ 
ed  and  rendered  ufelefs  the  plan 
formed  at  London  for  the  fudden 
and  precarious  coalition  that  was 
about  to  be  formed  with  America, 
and  it  baffled  thofe  fecret  projects 
adopted  by  his  Britannic  Majefty 
for  that  purpofe.  The  real  caufe 
of  that  extreme  animofity  which 
the  King  of  England  has  manifeft- 
ed,  and  which  he  has  communi¬ 
cated  to  his  Parliament,  was  the 
not  being  able  to  regain  America, 
and  turn  her  arms  againft  France. 

A  conduct  thus  extraordinary, 
taught  his  Majefty  what  he  had  to 
expedt  from  the  Court  of  London  ; 
and,  even  had  there  remained  a 
poftibility  of  doubt,  the  immenfe 
preparations  carrying  on  in  the 

different 
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different  ports  of  England  with 
redoubled  vigour,  would  have 
cleared  up  the  doubt.  Meafures 
fo  manifeftly  direfted  againft 
France,  had  the  effect  of  impofmg 
a  law  on  his  Majefty  ;  he  put  him- 
felf  in  a  condition  to  repel  force  by 
force  ;  it  was  with  this  view  that 
he  haftened  the  equipment  of  his 
armaments,  and  that  he  difpatched 
a  fquadron  to  America  under  the 
command  of  Compte  d’Eftaing. 

It  is  notorious  that  the  arma¬ 
ments  of  France  were  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  aft  offenfively,  long  before 
thofe  of  England  were  prepared. 
It  was  in  his  Majefly’s  power  to 
have  made  a  fudden  and  a  moft 
fenfible  impreffion  on  England. 
The  King  was  avowedly  engaged 
in  the  enterprise,  and  his  plans 
were  on  the  point  of  being  carried 
into  execution,  when  the  bare 
whifper  of  peace  flayed  his  hand, 
and  fufpended  their  execution. 
His  Catholic  Majefty  imparted  to 
the  King  the  deftre  of  the  Court 
of  London  to  avail  herfelf  of  the 
mediation  of  Spain  on  the  fubjeft 
of  conciliation.  But  his  Catholic 
Majefty  would  not  engage  to  aft 
as  mediator  without  a  previous 
affurance  of  his  good  offices  be¬ 
ing  unequivocally  accepted,  in  a 
cafe  where  he  interpofed  without 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
principal  objefts,  which  were  to 
ferve  as  the  bafis  of  the  negocia- 
tion. 

The  King  received  the  overture 
with  a  fatisfaftion  proportioned  to 
the  with  he  had  uniformly  exprel- 
fed  for  the  continuance  of  peace. 
Notwithftanding  the  King  of 
Spain  had  profeffed  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  perfeft  indifference  to 
him,  whether  his  mediation  was 
accepted  or  not ;  and  that  not- 


withftanding  the  overtures  he 
made,  he  left  the  King,  his  ne¬ 
phew,  entirely  at  liberty  to  aft  as 
he  thought  proper ;  yet  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  not  only  confer. ted  to  the  me¬ 
diation,  but  he  immediately  coun¬ 
termanded  the  failing  of  the  Brefl 
fleet,  and  he  agreed  to  communi¬ 
cate  his  conditions  of  peace  the 
moment  that  England  fhould  ex- 
prefs,  in  pofitive  terms,  a  defire  of 
reconciliation,  in  which  the  United 
States  of  North  America  were  to 
be  comprehended,  France  by  no 
means  entertaining  an  idea  of  a- 
bandoning  them  :  there  could  not 
furely  be  any  thing  more  conform¬ 
able  to  the  oftenfible  wifhes  of  the 
Court  of  London,  than  this  pro- 
pofal.  His  Catholic  Majefty  loft 
not  a  moment  to  difcufs  the  bufi- 
nefs  with  the  King  of  England 
and  his  Minifter  ;  but  it  was 
quickly  difcovered  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  that  the  Englifh  Minif- 
ters  were  not  ftncere  in  their  over¬ 
tures  for  peace.  The  Britifh  Mi¬ 
nuter  talked  exprefsly  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  withdrawing  the  Refcript 
which  had  been  delivered  by  his 
Ambaffador  on  the  13th  of  March, 
1778,  as  a  preliminary  and  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  ftep  to  reconcilia¬ 
tion.  Such  an  anfwer  was  injurious 
to  Spain  as  well  as  to  France  ;  and 
it  developed  the  hoftile  intentions 
of  England,  in  the  cleareft  point 
of  view.  Both  monarchs  viewed 
each  other  with  amazement;  and 
although  his  Majefty  (always  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  love  of  peace)  left 
the  Catholic  Kinp-  to  aft  as  he 
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thought  moft  prudent  with  refpeft 
to  continuing  his  mediation,  yet 
he  judged  it  expedient  to  com¬ 
mand  his  Charge  des  Affaires  at 
London,  to  obferve  a  profound 
fuence  cm  the  f'ubieft. 

The' 
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The  hope  of  peace  continued, 
however,  to  flatter  the  difpofltion 
of  his  Majefty,  until  the  fleets 
commanded  by  the  Admirals  Kep- 
pel  and  Byron  failed  out  of  port. 
Then  it  was,  that  the  veil  of  de¬ 
ception  which  had  ferved  to  cover 
the  real  intentions  cf  the  Court  of 
London,  was  rent  afunder.  It  was 
no  longer  poflible  to  place  confi¬ 
dence  in  her  infidious  profeflions, 
nor  could  the  aggreflive  defign  cf 
England  be  any  longer  doubted. 
The  face  of  things  being  thus 
changed,  his  Majefty  found  him- 
felf  obliged  to  make  an  alteration 
in  thofe  meafures  he  had  previ- 
oufly  adopted,  for  the  fecurity  of 
his  pofleflions,  and  to  preferve  the 
commerce  of  his  fubjedls.  The 
event  will  very  foon  demonftrate 
his  Majefty’s  forefight  to  have  been 
juft.  The  world  can  witnefs  in 
what  manner  his  Maieftv’s  fnVate 
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the  Belle  Poule  was  attacked  by  an 
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Englifh  frigate,  within  view  of 
the  coaft  of  France,  nor  is  it 
lefs  notorious  that  two  other  fri¬ 
gates,  and  a  fmaller  veflel,  were 
furprifed  and  carried  into  the  ports 
of  England.  The  departure  of 
the  fleet  under  Comptc  d’Orviiliers 
became  abiolutely  neceflary,  to 
fruftrate  the  deflgns  of  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  his  lylnjefty’s  Crown,  and 
to  revenge  the  infults  his  flag  had 
received’.  Providence  difpofed  the 
triumph  in  favour  of  his  Majefty’s 
arms  :  Compte  d’Orvilliers,  after 
being  attacked  by  the  Englifh 
fleet,  forced  them  to  retreat  with 
confiderable  damage. 

Since  that  period  hoftilities  have 
been  continued  without  any  decla¬ 
ration  of  war.  The  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don  has  not  declared  it,  becaufe 
flie  would  be  wanting  in  reafons  to 
juftify  her  conduct.  Nor  flas  fhe 
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dared  to  accufe  France  publicly  of 
being  the  aggreffor,  after  three  of 
his  Majefty’s  veftels  had  been  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  Englifh  fleet  ;  and 
fhe  felt  that  fhe  would  have  ample 
caufe  to  blufh,  when  the  execution 
of  thofe  orders  fhe  had  fent  clan- 
deftinely  to  India  fhould  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  to 
the  degree  of  reliance  which  can 
be  placed  in  her  pacific  profeflions, 
and  fhould  have  enabled  every 
power  in  it  to  determine,  to  which 
of  the  two  powers,  France  or  Eng¬ 
land,  the  term  of  perfidious  moft 
properly  applies,  an  epithet  which 
the  Englifh  Minifter  lofes  no 
opportunity  of  bellowing  upon 
France, 

As  to  the  King,  if  he  has  de¬ 
ferred  notifying  to  the  world  the 
multiplied  injuries  he  has  fuftained 
from  the  Court  of  London  ;  if  he 
has  delayed  demonftrating  the  ab- 
folute  necefiity  of  his  having  re- 
courfe  to  arms  ;  fuch  a  procrafti- 
nation  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty, 
has  been  owing  to  a  fond  hope 
that  the  Englifh  Minifter  would  at 
laft  recollect  himfelf,  and,  that  ei¬ 
ther  juftice,  or  the  more  critical 
fituation  into  which  he  h.as  plunged 
his  country,  would  have  prevailed 
on  him  to  change  his  conduct. 

This  hope  appeared  to  have 
been  the  better  founded,  as  the 
Englifh  Minifter  was  continually 
difpatching  his  emiflaries  to  found 
his  Majefty’s  difpofitions,  at  the 
very  time  the  King  of  Spain  was 
negociating  with  him  for  peace. 
His  Majefty,  fo  far  from  belying 
thofe  fentiments  which  he  had  al¬ 
ways  exprefled,  liftened  with  ea- 
gernefs  to  the  advice  of  the  King 
his  uncle  ;  and,  to  convince  that 
Prince  of  his  perfevering  lincerity, 
his  Majefty  entruftedhim,  without 

referve 
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referve,  with  tbofe  very  moderate 
conditions,  on  which  his  Majedy 
would  mod  gladly  have  laid  down 
his  arms. 

The  Catholic  King  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Court  of  London  the 
affurances  he  had  received  from 
his  Majedy,  and  he  urged  that 
Court  to  perfect  the  reconciliation 
which  die  had  long  fo  earnedly  af¬ 
fected  to  defire.  But  the  Englilh 
Minider,  although condantly  feign¬ 
ing  a  defire  of  peace,  never  re¬ 
turned  an  ingenuous  anfwer  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  was  perpetu¬ 
ally  inflating  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jefty,  with  a  tender  of  inadmifiible 
propofitions,  quite  foreign  to  the 
fubjedt  of  difpute. 

It  was  now  clear  from  the  mod 
indifputable  evidence,  that  Eng¬ 
land  did  not  wilh  for  peace,  and 
that  Ihe  negociated  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  gain  time  to  make 
the  neceffary  preparations  for  war. 
The  King  of  Spain  was  perfedlly 
fenfible  of  this  truth  ;  nor  was  he 
lefs  fenfible  how  much  his  own 
dignity  was  committed ;  yet  his 
heart  anticipated  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  he  forgot  his  own  wrongs 
in  his  anxious  wilh  for  peace.  He 
even  fuggefied  a  new  plan  of  a 
cefiation  of  arms  for  a  term  of 
years.  This  plan  was  perfectly 
agreeable  to  his  Majedy,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  the  United  States  of 
America  lhould  be  comprifed  in 
the  propofal,  and  that  during  the 
truce,  they  fhould  be  treated  as 
independent.  To  render  it  more 
e&fy  for  the  King  of  England  to 
fubfcribe  to  this  efiential  ftipula- 
tion,  his  Majedy  confented  that 
he  diould  either  treat  immediately 
with  Congrefs,  or  through  the 
mediation  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

In  confluence  of  thefe  over- 
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tures;  his  Catholic  Majedy.  dif- 
patched  his  plan  to  the  Court  of 
London.  Befides  the  time  limited 
for  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftili ties 
(during  which  the  United  States 
were  to  be  confidered  as  indepen¬ 
dent  de  fa&o)  his  Catholic  Majef- 
ty  took  it  on  himfelf  to  propofe, 
relative  to  America,  that  each 
party  lhould  have  the  pofiefiion  of 
what  they  occupied  at  the  time  of 
figning  the  treaty  of  fufpenfion, 
guaranteed  to  them.  Such  infinite 
pains  did  the  King  of  Spain  take 
to  dop  the  effufion  of  human 
blood  ! 

There  is  not  a  doubt  but  that 
thefe  conditions  mud  appear,  to 
every  well-judging  perfon,  fuch  as 
would  have  been  accepted  ;  they 
were,  however,  formally  rejected 
by  the  Court  of  London,  nor  has 
that  Court  Ihewn  any  difpofition 
to  peace,  unlefs  on  the  abfurd 
condition  that  his  Majedy  diould 
abandon  the  Americans,  and  leave 
them  to  them felves. 

After  this  aididling  declaration, 
the  continuation  of  the  war  is  be¬ 
come  inevitable  ;  and  therefore 
his  Majedy  has  invited  the  Catho¬ 
lic  King  to  join  him  in  virtue  of 
their  reciprocal  engagements,  to 
avenge  their  refpective  injuries, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyranni¬ 
cal  empire  which  England  has 
ufurpea  and  pretends  to  maintain 
upon  the  ocean. 

This  fuccindt  expofure  of  the 
political  views,  and  the  progrefiive 
feries  of  events  which  have  occa- 
fioned  the  prefen t  rupture  between 
the  Courts  of  Verfailles  and  Lon¬ 
don,  will  enable  all  Europe  to 
draw  a  parallel  between  the  con- 
duel  of  his  Majedy,  and  that  of 
the  King  of  England  ;  to  render 
judice  to  the  purity  and  dire&nefs 
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of  intention,  which  during  the 
whole  of  the  difpute  has  charaCte- 
rifed  his  Majefty  ;  and  finally,  all 
Europe  will  be  enabled  by  this 
publication  to  judge,  which  of  the 
two  Sovereigns  is  the  real  author 
of  the  war  which  anliCts  their 
kingdoms  ;  and  which  of  the  two 
potentates  will  be  anfwerable  at 
the  tribunal  of  Heaven,  for  that 
train  of  calamities  occafioned  by 
the  war  ! 

Paris,  1779. 

Publijhed  by  authority . 


The  Justifying  Memorial*  of 
the  King  of  Great.  Britain,  in 
Anfrver  to  /^Exposition,  &c. 
of  the  Court  of  France. 

r  |  A  H  E  ambition  of  a  power, 
ever  a  foe  to  public  tran¬ 
quillity,  hath  at  length  obliged 
the  Kincr  of  Great  Britain  to  em- 
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ploy  the  ftrength  which  God  and 
his  people  have  confided  to  him, 
in  a  juft  and  lawful  war. — It  is  in 
vain  that  France  endeavours  to  juf- 
tify,  or  rather  difguife,  in  the  eyes 
of  Europe,  by  her  laft  Manifefto, 
the  politics  which  feem  to  be  dic¬ 
tated  by  pride  and  cunning,  but 
which  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
the  truth  of  faCls,  and  the  rights 
of  nations.  That  equity,  mode¬ 
ration,  and  love  of  peace,  which 
have  always  regulated  the  fteps  of 
the  King,  now  engage  him  to 
fubmit  the  conduct  of  himfelf  and 
his  enemies,  to  the  judgment  of  a 
free  and  refpeCtable  tribunal,  which 
will  pronounce,  without  fear  or 
flattery,  the  decree  of  Europe  to 
the  prefent  age,  and  to  pofterity. 
This  tribunal,  compofed  of  the 
underftanding  and  diflnterefted  men 


of  all  nations,  will  never  regard 
profeflions  ;  and  it  is  from  the 
actions  of  Princes,  that  they  ought 
to  judge  of  the  motives  of  their 
conduct,  and  the  fentimentsof  their 
hearts. 

When  the  King  afcended  the 
throne,  he  enjoyed  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world  !  His  moderation  re-efta- 
blilhed  public  tranquillity,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  fupported  with, 
firmnefs  the  glory  of  his  crown, 
and  procured  the  moll  folid  advan¬ 
tages  to  his  people.  Experience 
had  taught  him  how  bitter  and  af¬ 
flicting  even  the  fruits  of  victory 
are  ;  and  how  much  wars,  whether 
happy  or  unfuccefsful,  exhauft  a 
people  without  aggrandizing  their 
Princes.  His  actions  proved  to 
the  world,  that  he  knew  the  value 
of  peace,  and  it  was  at  leaft  to  be 
prefumed,  that  that  reafon  which 
had  enlightened  him  to  difcern 
the  inevitable  calamities  of  war, 
and  the  dangerous  vanity  of  con- 
queft,  infpired  him  with  the  fincere 
and  unfhaken  refolution  of  main¬ 
taining  the  public  repofe,  of  which 
he  was  himfelf  the  author  and 
guarantee,  Thefe  principles  were 
the  foundations  of  that  conduCt 
which  his,  Majefty  held  invariably 
for  the  fifteen  years  which  follow¬ 
ed  the  peace  concluded  at  Paris  in 
1763  ;  that  happy  aera  of  quiet 
and  happinefs,  will  be  preferved 
for  a  long  time,  by  the  recollec¬ 
tion,  perhaps  the  regret,  of  the 
European  nations.  The  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  King  to  all  his  Am- 
bafladors,  were  impreffed  with  the 
marks  of  his  character  and  maxims. 

He  recommended  it  to  them,  as 
the  moft  important  part  of  their 
duty,  to  liften,  with  the  moft  fcru- 


*  Although  this  Memorial  has  not  been  formally  avowed,  its  authenticity 
is  not  doubted. 
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pulous  attention,  to  the  com¬ 
plaints  and  reprefentarions  of  the 
powers*  his  neighbours  or  allies  ; 
to  ftifle  in  the  beginning,  all 
grounds  of  quarrel  that  might  em¬ 
bitter  or  alienate  the  minds  of 
men  ;  to  turn  afide  the  fcourge  of 
war,  by  every  expedient  compa¬ 
tible  with  the  dignity  of  the  Sove¬ 
reign  of  a  refpetlable  nation  ;  and 
to  infpire  all  people  with  a  juft 
confidence  on  the  political  fyllem 
of  a  Court  which  detefted  war, 
without  fearing  it  £  which  em¬ 
ployed  no  other  means  than  thofe 
of  reafon  and  fincerity,  and  which 
had  no  other  objedh,  but  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquillity.  In  the  midft  of 
this  calm,  the  firft  fparka  of  dif- 
cord  were  kindled  in  America. 
The  intripues  of  a  few  bold  and 
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criminal  leaders,  who  abufed  the 
credulous  fimplieity  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  inlenfibly  feduced  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Englifh  Colo-^ 
nies  to  raife  the  ftandard  of  revolt 
again  ft  the  Mother  Country,  to 
which  they  were  indebted  for  their 
exiftence  and  their  happinefs.  The 
Court  of  Verfailles  eafily  forgot 
the  faith  of  treaties,  the  duties  of 
allies,  and  the  right  of  Sovereigns, 
to  endeavour  to  profit  of  circum- 
ftances,  which  appeared  favourable 
to  its  ambitious  defigns.  It  did 
not  blufh  to  dehafe  its  dignity,  by 
the  fecret  connections  it  formed 
with  rebellious  fubjedts ;  and  after 
having  exbaufted  all  the  fhameful 
refources  of  perfidy  and  diffimulq- 
tion,  it  dared  to  avow,  in  the  face 
of  Europe  (full  of  indignation  at 
its  condudl)  the  foie  run  treaty 
which  the  Minifters  of  the  Moil 
Chrillian  Kincr  had  iigned  with 
the  dark  agents  of  the  Englifh 
Colonies,  who  founded  their  pre¬ 
tended  independence  on  nothing 
but  the  darinpnefs  of  their  revolt. 


The  olfenfive  Declaration  which 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or¬ 
dered  to  make  to  the  Court  of 
London,  on  the  13th  of  March,? 
in  the  laft  year,  authorized  his 
Majefty  to  repel,  by  force  of  arms,- 
the  unheard-of  infult  that  was  of¬ 
fered  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  ; 
and  the  Kina  remembered,  on  that 
important  occafton,  what  he  owed 
his  fubjedls  and  himfehf.  The 
fame  fpirit  of  imppfture  and  am¬ 
bition  continued  to  reign  in  the 
councils  of  France. — Spain,  who 
has,  more  than  once,  repented 
having  negledled  her  true  interefts* 
to  follow  blindly  the  deftrudlive 
projects  of  the  elder  branch  of  thd 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  was  engaged 
to  change  the  part  of  mediator,  for 
that  of  enemy  of  Great  Britain* 
The  calamities  of  war  are  multi¬ 
plied,  but  the  Court  of  Verfailles 
hath,  hitherto*  nothing  to  boaft  of 
the  fuccefs  of  its  military  opera¬ 
tions  ;  and  Europe  knows  well 
how  to  rate  thofe  naval  victories* 
which  exift  no  where  but  in  the 
Gazettes  and  Manifeftos  of  pre¬ 
tended  conquerors* 

Since  war  and  peace  impofe  on 
nations  duties  entirely  different* 
and  even  oppofite,  it  is  indifpen- 
fibly  neceffary  to  diftinguifh,  in 
reafoning  as  well  as  in  eondudt* 
the  two  conditions :  but  in  the  laft 
Manifefto,  publifhed  by  France, 
thefe  two  conditions  are  perpetu¬ 
ally  confounded  :  fhe  pretends  tc? 
jufiify  her  conduct  in  making  the' 
beft,  by  turns,  nay,  almoft  at  the 
fame  time,  of  thofe  fights  which 
an  enemy  only  is  permitted  to 
claim,  and  of  thofe  maxims  which 
regulate  the  obligations  and  pro¬ 
cedure  of  national  friendfhip.  The 
finefte  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
in  blending  inceffantly  two  fup- 
pofitions,  which  have  no  eonnec- 
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tion,  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  a  falfe  and.  treacherous  policy, 
which  cannot  bear  the  light  of  the 
day.  The  fentiments  and  conduct 
of  the  King  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  the  molt  fevere  lcrutiny  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  invites  it  to 
diftinguifh  clearly  what  his  ene¬ 
mies  have  confounded  with  fo 
much  artifice.  Juftice  alone  can 
fpeak,  without  fear,  the  language 
of  reafon  and  truth. 

The  full  juftification  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  the  indelible  condemn¬ 
ation  of  France,  may  be  reduced 
to  the  proof  of  two  fimple,  and 
almoft  felf-evident  principles. — 
Firft,  That  a  profound,  permanent, 
and,  on  the  part  of  England,  a 
fincere  and  true  peace,  fubfilted 
between  the  two  nations,  when 
France  formed  connexions  with 
the  revolted  Colonies,  fecret  at 
firft,  but  afterwards  public  and 
avowed. — Second,  That  according 
to  the  befi  acknowledged  maxims, 
of  the  rights  of  nations,  and  even 
according  to  the  tenor  of  treaties 
aXually  fubfifting  between  the  two 
crowns,  thefe  connexions  might 
be  regarded  as  an  infraXion  Gf 
the  peace  ;  and  the  public  avowal 
of  thefe  connexions  was  equivalent 
to  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  part 
of  the  Moft  Chriftian  King, — This 
is,  perhaps,  the  firft  time  thatare- 
fpeXable  nation  had  an  occafion  to 
prove  two  truths,  fo  inconteftible, 
the  memory  of  which  is  already 
acknowledged  by  every  difintereft- 
ed  and  prejudiced  perfon. 

When  Providence  called  the 
King  to  the  throne,  France  enjoy¬ 
ed  a  moft  profound  peace.”  Thefe 
are  the  exprefiions  of  the  laft  Ma- 
nifefto  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 
which  eafily  remembers  the  folemn 
afturances  of  a  fincere  friend  (hip, 
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and  the  moft  pacific  difpofition 
which  it  received  from  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majefty,  and  which  were  often 
renewed  by  the  intervention  of 
Ambaftadors  to  the  two  Courts, 
during  four  years,  until  the  fatal 
and  deciftve  moment  of  the  De- 
claration  of  the  Marquis  de  Noail- 
les.  The  quellion,  then,  is  to 
prove,  that  during  this  happy 
time  of  general  tranquillity,  Eng¬ 
land  concealed  a  fecret  war  under 
the  appearance  of  peace  ;  and  that 
her  unjuft  and  arbitrary  procedure 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  as  to 
render  lawful,  on  the  part  of 
France,  the  bolaeft  fteps,  which 
are  permilfable  only  in  a  declared 
enemy.  To  attain  this  objeX, 
griefs  clearly  articulated  and  folidly 
eftablifhed,  fhould  be  produced  be¬ 
fore  the  tribunal  of  Europe.  This 
great  tribunal  will  require  formal* 
and,  perhaps,  repeated  proofs  of 
the  injury,  of  the  complaint,  of 
a  refufal  of  competent  fatisfaXion, 
and  of  a  proteftation  of  the  injured 
party,  that  it  held  itfelf  highly  of¬ 
fended  bv  fuch  refufal,  and  that  it 
fhonld  look  upon  itfelf  hereafter  as 
releafed  from  the  duties  of  friend- 
ihip,  and  the  bonds  of  treaties. 
Thofe  nations  which  refpcX  the 
fanXity  of  oaths,  and  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  peace  are  the  fioweft  to 
catch  hold  of  opportunities  which 
feem  to  di  {charge  them  from  a 
facred  and  folemn  obligation  ;  and 
it  is  but  with  trembling  that  they 
dare  to  renounce  the  friendfhip  of 
powers,  from  which  they  have  long- 
borne  injuftice  and  infalt. 

But  the  Court  of  Verfailles  hath 
been  either  ignorant  of  the/e  wife 
and  falutary  principles,  or  it  hath 
del  pi  fed  them  ;  and,  inftead  of 
fixing  the  foundations  of  a  juft 
aai  legitimate  war,  it  hath  con¬ 
tented 


4oo]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


tented  itfelf  to  fpread  through  eve¬ 
ry  page  of  its  Manifefto,  general 
and  vague  complaints,  expreffed 
with  exaggerations  in  a  metapho¬ 
rical  flyle. — It  goes  above  three- 
fcore  years  back  to  accufe  England 
of  her  want  of  care  to  ratify  fome 
commercial  regulations,  fome  ar¬ 
ticles  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht.  It 
prefumes  to  reproach  the  King’s 
minifters  with  ufing  the  language 
of  haughtinefs  and  ambition*  with¬ 
out  condefcending  to  the  duty  of 
proving  imputations  as  unlikely  as 
they  are  odious.  The  free  fup- 
pofitions  of  the  ambition,  and  in- 
fincerity  of  the  court  of  London, 
are  confeffedly  healed  up,  as  if 
they  feared  to  be  difcriminated  ; 
the  pretended  infults  which  the 
commerce,  the  hag,  and  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  France,  have  undergone, 
are  iniinuated  in  a  very  obfcure 
manner,  and  at  laft  there  efcapes 
an  avowal  of  the  engagement 
which  the  molt  Chriftian  King- 
had  already  made  with  Spain,  “  to 
avenge  their  refpedtive  wrongs, 
and  put  bounds  to  the  tyrannical 
empire  which  England  had  ufurped, 
and  pretended  to  maintain  over 
every  lea.” 

It  is  difficult  to  encounter  phan¬ 
toms,  or  to  anfwer  clofely  and 
precifely  to  the  language  of  decla¬ 
mation.  The  juft  confidence  of 
the  King,  would  doubtlefs  defire 
to  fubmit  to  the  ftri&eft  examina¬ 
tion,  thofe  vague  complaints,  thofe 
pretended  wrongs,  upon  which  the 
court  of  Verfailies  has  fo  prudent¬ 
ly  avoided  to  explain  itfelf,  with 
that  clearnefs  and  particularity 
which  alone  could  fupport  its  rea- 
fons,  and  excufe  its  conduct.  Dur¬ 
ing  a  fifteen  years  peace,  the  in- 
terefts  of  two  powerful,  and  per¬ 
haps  jealous  nations,  which  ap¬ 


proached  in  fo  many  places  in  the 
old  and  new  world,  would  inevi¬ 
tably  furnilh  fubjedls  of  complaint 
and  difcufiion,  which  a  reciprocal 
moderation  would  always  know 
how  to  fettle,  but  which  are  but 
too  eafily  ffiarpened  and  impoifon- 
ed  by  the  real  hatred,  or  affedled 
fufpicions,  of  a  fecret  and  ambi¬ 
tious  enemy :  and  the  troubles  of 
America  were  but  too  apt  to  mul¬ 
tiply  the  hopes,  the  pretexts,  and 
the  unjuft  pretenfions  of  France. 
Neverthelefs,  fuch  has  been  the 
ever  uniform,  and  ever  peaceable 
conduct  of  the  King  and  his  mini¬ 
fters,  that  it  hath  often  filenced 
his  enemies  ;  and  if  it  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  difcover  the  true  fenfe 
of  thefe  indefinite  and  equivocal 
accufationS,  whofe  ftudied  obfcu- 
rity  betrays  the  features  to  fhame 
and  artifice — if  it  may  be  permit¬ 
ted  \>f  contefted  objects  which  have 
no  exifience,  it  may  be  affirmed 
with  the  boldnefs  of  truth,  that 
feveral  of  thefe  pretended  injuries, 
are  announced  for  the  firft  time, 
in  a  declaration  of  war,  without 
having  been  propofed  to  the  court 
of  London,  at  a  time  when  they 
might  have  been  confidered  with 
the  ferious  and  favourable  atten¬ 
tion  of  friendfhip.  In  refpedt  to 
thofe  complaints  which  the  am- 
baffiadors  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty  have  communicated  from  time 
to  time  to  the  King’s  minifters,  it 
would  be  eafy  to  give,  or  rather 
to  repeat  fatisfaftory  anfwers,  which 
would  demonftrate,  to  the  eyes  of 
France  herfelf,  the  King’s  mode¬ 
ration,  his  love  of  juftice,  and  the 
fincerity  of  his  difpofition  to  pre- 
ferve  the  general  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  Thofe  complaints,  which 
the  court  of  Verfailies  may  difpenfe 
with  recolle&ing,  were  very  rarely 

founded 
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founded  in  truth  and  reafon  ;  and 
it  was  mod  generally  found  that 
thofe  perfons  in  Europe,  Ame¬ 
rica,  or  on  the  Teas,  from  whom 
an  ill-founded  and  fufpcCted  intel¬ 
ligence  was  derived,  had  not  been 
afraid  to  abufe  the  confidence  of 
France,  the  better  to  ferve  her  fe- 
cret  intentions. 

If  fome  faffs,  which  Ftance  en¬ 
hanced  as  the  ground  of  her  com¬ 
plaints,  were  built  on  a  lefs  brittle 
foundation,  the  King’s  miniders 
cleared  them  without  delay,  by  a 
mod  clear  and  entire  judification 
of  the  motives  and  rights  of  their 
Sovereign,  who  might  punifh  a 
contraband  trade  on  his  coad,  with¬ 
out  wounding  the  public  repofe  ; 
and  to  whom  the  law  of  nations 
gave  a  lawful  right  to  feize  all  vef- 
iels  which  carried  arms  or  war¬ 
like  dores  to  his  enemies,  or  re¬ 
bellious  dubjeCts.  The  courts  of 
judice  were  always  open  to  indivi¬ 
duals  of  all  nations^  and  thofe 
mud  be  very  ignorant  of  the  Bri- 
ti fh  conditution,  who  fuppofe  that 
the  royal  authority  was  capable  to 
fhut  out  the  means  of  an  appeal. 
In  the  vad  and  extended  theatre  of 
the  operations  of  a  naval  war,  the 
mod  aCtive  vigilance,  and  the  mod 
deady  authority,  are  unable  to 
difcover  or  fupprefs  every  diforder ; 
but  every  time  that  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  able  to  edablifh  the 
truth  of  any  real  injuries  that  its 
fubjeCts  had  fudained,  without  the 
knowledge  or  approbation  of  the 
King,  his  Majefty  gave  the  mod 
fpeedy  and  effectual  orders  to  dop 
an  abufe,  which  injured  his  own 
dignity,  as  well  as  the  intered  of 
his  neighbours,  who  had  been  in¬ 
volved  in  the  calamities  of  war. 
The  objeCt  and  importance  of  this 
War  will  fuffice  to  fhew  all  Eu- 
Vol.  XXII. 
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rope,  on  what  principles  the  poli¬ 
tical  proceedings  of  England  ought 
to  be  regulated.  Is  it  likely,  that 
whild  England  employed  her  forces 
to  bring  the  revolted  colonies  of 
America  back  to  their  duty,  fhe 
fhould  havechofen  that  moment  to 
irritate  the  mod  refpeCtable  powers 
of  Europe,  by  the  injudice  and 
violence  of  her  conduct?  Equity 
hath  always  governed  the  fenti- 
ments  and  conduit  of  the  King  ; 
but  on  this  important  occafion; 
his  very  prudence  is  a  v/arrant  for 
his  fincerity  and  moderation. 

But  to  edablidi  clearly  the  paci¬ 
fic  fydem  that  fubfids  between  the 
two  nations,  nothing  more  is  want¬ 
ing  than  to  appeal  to  the  very 
teftimony  of  the  court  of  Ver¬ 
failles.  At  the  very  time  in  which 
it  doth  not  blufh  to  place  all  thefe 
pretended  infractions  of  the  public 
peace,  which  would  have  engaged 
a  Prince  lefs  fparing  of  his  fub¬ 
jeCts  blood*  to  make,  without  he- 
fitation,  reprifals,  and  to  repel  in- 
fult  by  force  of  arms,  the  minider 
of  the  mod  Chridian  King  fpoke 
the  language  of  confidence  and 
friendlhip.  Indead  of  denouncing 
any  defign  of  vengeance;  with  that 
haughty  tone,  which  at  lead  fpares 
injudice  from  the  reproaches  of 
perfidy  and  diffimulation;  the 
court  of  Verfailles  concealed  the 
mod  treacherous  conduCt  under  the 
fmoothed  profedions.  But  thofe 
very  profeflions  ferve,  at  prefent, 
to  belie  its  declaration,  and  to  call 
to  mind  thofe  fentiments  which 
ought  to  have  regulated  its  con¬ 
duct.  If  the  court  of  Verfailles 
is  unwilling  to  be  accufed  of  a  dif- 
fimulation  unworthy  of  its  gran¬ 
deur,  it  will  be  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  till  the  moment  that 
it  dictated  to  the  Marquis  de 

[C  c]  Noailles^ 
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Noailles,  that  declaration,  which 
has  been  received  as  the  fignal  of 
war,  it  did  not  know  any  grounds 
of  complaint,  fufticiently  real  or 
important,  to  authorize  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  obligations  of  peace, 
and  the  faith  of  treaties,  to  which 
it  had  fvvorn  in  the  face  of  heaven 
and  earth;  and  to  difengage  from 
that  amity,  to  which,  to  the  laft 
moment,  it  had  repeated  the  molt 
folemn  and  lively  afiurances. 

When  an  adverfary  is  incapable 
of  j uilifying  his  violence  in  the 
public  opinion,  or  even  in  his  own 
eyes,  by  the  injuries  which  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  have  received,  he  has  re- 
courfe  to  the  chimerical  danger  to 
which  his  patience  might  have 
been  expofed  ;  and  in  the  place  of 
fads,  of  which  he  is  totally  un¬ 
provided,  he  endeavours  to  fubfti- 
tute  a  vain  pi&ure,  which  hath 
exigence  only  in  his  own  imagina¬ 
tion,  perhaps  his  own  heart.  The 
minifter  of  the  mqfl  Chriftian 
King,  who  feems  to  have  felt  the 
weaknefs  of  the  means  they  were 
forced  to  employ,  yet  made  im¬ 
potent  efforts  to  fupport  thofe 
means,  by  the  moil:  odious  and 
unaccountable  fufpicions.  4‘  The 
court  of  London  made  prepara¬ 
tions  in  its  ports,  and  armaments, 
which  could  not  have  America  for 
their  objeft-  Their  intention  was, 
eonfequently,  too  well  determined 
for  the  King  to  miftake  them, 
and  from  thence  it  became  their 
duty  to  make  fuch  difpolitions,  as 
were  capable  of  preventing  the 
evil  deffgns  of  his  enemy,  &c.— 
In  this  ftate  of  affairs,  the  King 
found  he  had  not  a  moment  to 
Jofe.”  This  is  the  language  of 
France ;  now  we  will  fhew  that  of 
truth , 

During  the  difputes  which  had 
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arifen  between  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  applied  itfelf,  with  the 
moil  lively  and  determined  ardor, 
to  the  augmentation  of  her  ma¬ 
rine.  The  King  did  not  tf  pre¬ 
tend  to  reign  as  a  tyrant  of  the 
feas,”  but  knows  that,  at  all 
times,  maritime  forces  have  con- 
ftituted  the  glory  and  fafety  of  his 
dominions  ;  and  that  they  have 
often  prote&ed  the  liberty  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  againft  the  ambitious  ftate, 
which  hath  fo  long  laboured  to  fub- 
due  it. 

A  fenfe  of  his  dignity,  and  a 
juft  knowledge  of  his  duty  and  his 
intereft,  engaged  his  Majefty  to 
watch,  with  an  attentive  eye,  over 
the  proceedings  of  France,  whofe 
dangerous  policy,  without  a  mo¬ 
tive,  and  without  an  enemy,  pre¬ 
cipitated  the  building  and  arming 
or  ihips  in  ail  her  ports  ;  and  which 
employed  a  considerable  part  of 
her  revenues  in  the  expence  of 
thofe  military  preparations,  the 
neceffity  or  objedt  of  which  it  was 
impoffible  to  declare.  In  that  con¬ 
juncture  the  King  could  not  avoid 
following  the  counfel  of  his  pru¬ 
dence,  and  the  example  of  his 
neighbours.  The  fucceffive  aug¬ 
mentation  of  their  marine  ferved 
as  a  rule  for  his ;  and  without 
wounding  the  refpedl  that  he  owed 
to  friendly  powers,  his  Majefty 
declared  publicly  to  his  parlia¬ 
ment,  that  Eno-Jand  Ihould  be  in 
a  refpedtable  ftate  of  defence. 
The  naval  force  which  he  had  fo 
carefully  {Lengthened,  was  de- 
iigned  only  to  maintain  the  gene¬ 
ral  tranquillity  of  Europe;  and 
whilft  the  didtates  of  his  own  con¬ 
ference  difpofed  the  King  to  give 
credit  to  the  profeffions  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  he  prepared  to 

have 
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have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  per¬ 
fidious  defigns  of  its  ambition. 
France  now  dares  to  fuppofe  that 
the  King,  “  inftead  of  confining 
himfelf  within  the  limits  of  a  law¬ 
ful  defence,  gave  himfelf  up  to  a 
hope  of  conqueft,  and  that  the 
reconciliation  of  Great  Britain  with 
her  colonies,  announced,  on  her 
part,  a  fixed  project  of  re-allying 
them  with  her  crown,  to  arm  them 
againft  France.”  Since,  then, 
that  the  court  of  Verlailles  cannot 
excufe  its  procedure,  but  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  fuppofition  deftitute  of 
truth  and  likelihood,  the  King 
hath  a  right  to  call  upon  that 
court,  in  the  face  of  Europe,  to 
produce  a  proof  of  an  affertion  as 
odious  as  bold ;  and  to  develope 
thofe  public  operations,  or  fecret 
intrigues,  that  can  authorife  the 
fufpicions  of  France,  that  Great 
Britain,  after  a  long  and  painful 
difpute,  offered  peace  to  her  fub- 
jecls,  with  no  other  defign  than  to 
undertake  a  frefh  war  again  ft:  a  re- 
fpeCiable  power,  with  which  fhe 
had  preferved  all  the  appearances 
of  friend  (hip. 

After  having  faithfully  expofed 
the  frivolous  motives,  and  pre¬ 
tended  wrongs  of  France,  we  can 
refleCI,  with  a  certainty,  juftified 
by  reafon  and  by  fad:,  on  the  fir  ft 
propofttion,  fo  fimple  and  fo  im¬ 
portant —  That  a  peace  fubfifted 
between  the  two  nations,  and  that 
France  was  bound  by  every  obli¬ 
gation  of  friendfhip  and  treaty  with 
the  King,  who  had  never  failed  in 
his  legitimate  engagement. 

The  firft  article  of  the  treaty 
figned  at  Paris,  the  10th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  1763,  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic,  moft  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and 
moil  Faithful  Majefties,  confirms, 
in  the  moft  precife  and  folemn 
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manner,  the  obligations  which  na¬ 
tural  juftice  impofes  on  all  nations 
which  are  in  mutual  friendfhip; 
but  thefe  obligations  are  fpecified 
and  ftipulated  in  that  treaty  by 
expreftions  as  lively  as  they  are 

juft. - After  having  comprifed, 

in  a  general  form,  all  the  ftates 
and  fubje&s  of  the  high  contrac¬ 
ting  powers,  they  declared  their 
refolution  iS  not  only  never  to 
permit  any  hoftilities  by  land  or 
fea,  but  even  to  procure  recipro¬ 
cally,  on  every  occafion,  all  that 
can  contribute  to  their  mutual 
glory,  intereft,  and  advantages, 
without  giving  any  fuccour  or  pro¬ 
tection,  direCtly  or  indirectly,  to 
thofe  who  would  do  any  prejudice 
to  one  or  other  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties.”  Such  was  the 
facred  engagement  which  France 
contracted  with  Great  Britain  ; 
and  it  cannot  be  difguifed,  that 
fuch  a  promife  ought  to  bind  with 
greater  ftrength  and  energy  againft 
the  dorneftic  rebels,  than  the  fo¬ 
reign  enemies  of  the  two  crowns. 
The  revolt  of  the  Americans  put 
the  fidelity  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  to  a  proof ;  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  frequent  examples  that 
Europe  hath  already  feen  of  its 
little  regard  to  the  faith  of  trea¬ 
ties,  its  conduCt  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances  aftonifhed  and  enraged 
every  nation  which  was  not  blindly 
devoted  to  the  interefts,  and  even 
to  the  caprices  of  France.  If 
France  had  intended  to  fulfil  her 
duty,  it  was  impoftible  for  her  to 
have  miftaken  it  ;  the  fpirit  as 
well  as  the  letter  of  the  treaty  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  impofed  on  her  an  obligation, 
to  bar  their  ports  againft  the  Ame¬ 
rican  veffels  ;  to  forbid  her  fub- 
jeCts  to  have  any  commerce  with 
that  rebellious  people ;  and  not 
[C  c]  2  to 
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to  afford  either  fuccour  or  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  domeffic  enemies  of  a 
crown  with  which  fhe  had  fworn  a 
ffncere  and  inviolable  friendihip. 
But  experience  had  too  well  en¬ 
lightened  the  King  in  regard  to 
the  political  fyffem  of  his  antient 
adverfaries,  to  fuffer  him  to  hope 
that  they  would  conform  exadtiy 
to  thofe  juft  and  reafonable  princi¬ 
ples,  which  would  have  allured  a 
general  tranquility. 

As  foon  as  the  revolted  colonies 
had  compleated  their  criminal  en¬ 
terprise,  by  an  open  declaration 
of  their  pretended  independence, 
they  thought  to  form  fecret  con¬ 
nections  with  the  powers  who  were 
the  leaf!  favourable  to  the  intereffs 
of  their  mother  country  ;  and  to 
draw  from  Europe  thofe  military 
aids,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  for  them  to  have 
fupported  the  war  they  had  un¬ 
dertaken.  Their  agents  endea¬ 
voured  to  penetrate  into,  and  fet¬ 
tle  in  the  different  ffates  of  Europe  j 
but  it  was  only  in  France  that  they 
found  an  afylum,  hopes,  and  affiff- 
ance.  It  is  beneath  the  King’s 
dignity  to  enquire  after  the  sera, 
or  the  nature  of  the  correfpondence 
that  they  had  the  add  refs  to  con¬ 
tract  with  the  miniffers  of  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  and  of  which 
the  public  eff'  Cts  were  loon  viiible 
in  the  general  liberty,  or  rather 
unbounded  licence  of  an  illegiti- 
mate  commerce.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  vigilance  of  the  laws  can¬ 
not  always  prevent  artful  illicit 
traders,  who  appear  under  a  thou- 
fand  different  forms,  and  whole 
avidity  for  gain  makes  them  brave 
every  danger,  and  elude  every  pre¬ 
caution  :  but  the  conduCt  of  the 
French  merchants,  who  furnifhed 
America  not  only  with  ufeful  and 
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neceffary  merchandize,  but  even 
with  faltpetre,  gun-powder,  am¬ 
munition,  arms,  and  artillery, 
loudly  declared  that  they  were  a f- 
fured  not  only  of  impunity,  but 
even  of  the  protection  and  favour 
of  the  miniffers  cf  the  court  of  Vcr- 
failles. 

An  enterprize  fo  vain  and  fo  dif¬ 
ficult,  as  that  of  hiding  from  the 
eyes  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  all 
Europe,  the  proceedings  of  a  com¬ 
mercial  company,  affbeiated  for 
furnifhmg  the  Americans  with 
whatever  could  nourifn  and  main¬ 
tain  the  fire  of  a  revolt,  was  not 
attempted.  The  informed  public 
named  the  chief  of  the  enterprize, 
whofe  houfe  was  effabliihed  at  Pa¬ 
ris  ;  his  correfpondents  at  Dunkirk, 
Nantz,  and  Bourdeaux,  were  equal¬ 
ly  known.  The  immenfe  maga¬ 
zines  which  thev  formed,  and 
which  they  repleniflied  every  day, 
were  laden  in  fhips  that  they  built 
or  bought,  and  they  fcarcely  dif- 
fembled  their  objects,  or  the  place 
of  their  deffination.  Thefe  vef- 
fels  commonly  took  falfe  clear¬ 
ances  for  the  French  illands  in 
America,  but  the  commodities 
which  compofed  their  cargo  were 
fufficient,  before  the  time  of  their 
failing,  to  di (cover  the  fraud  and 
the  artifice.  Thefe  fufpicions  were 
quickly  confirmed  by  the  courfe 
they  held  ;  and  at  the  end  of  a 
few'  weeks,  it  was  not  furprizing 
to  hear  they  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  King’s  officers  cruiz- 

O 

ing  in  the  American  feas,  who 
took  them  even  within  fight  of  the 
coafts  of  the  revolted  colonies. 
This  vigilance  was  but  too  well 
juftified  by  the  conduct  of  thofe 
who  had  the  luck  or  cunning  to 
efcape  it  ;  fince  they  approached 
America  only  to  deliver  the  rebels 

the 
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*he  arms  and  ammunition  which 
they  had  taken  on  board  for  their 
fervice.  The  only  marks  of  thefe 
facts,  which  could  be  confidered 
only  as  manifeft  breaches  of  the 
faith  of  treaties,  multiplied  conti¬ 
nually,  and  the  diligence  of  the 
King’s  ambaftador  to  communicate 
his  complaints  and  proofs  to  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  did  not  leave 
him  the  fhameful  and  humiliating- 
refource  of  appearing  ignorant  of 
what  was  carried  on,  and  daily 
repeated  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
country.  He  pointed  out  the 
names,  number,  and  quality  of 
the  fhips,  that  the  commercial 
agents  of  America  had  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  of  France,  to  carry  to 
the  rebels  arms,  warlike  ftores, 
and  even  French  officers,  who  had 
engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  re¬ 
volted  colonies.  The  dates,  places 
and  perfons  wete  always  fpecified, 
with  a  precifion  that  afforded  the 
minifters  of  his  nioft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jeffy  the  greateft  facility  of  being 
affured  of  thefe  reports,  and  of 
flopping  in  time  the  progrefs  of 
thefe  illicit  armaments.  Amongft 
a  croud  of  examples,  which  ac- 
cufe  the  court  of  Verfailles  of  want 
of  attention  to  fulfil  the  conditions 
of  peace,  or  rather  its  conftant  at¬ 
tention  to  nourifh  fear  and  dif- 
cord,  it  is  impofiible  to  enumerate 
them  all  ;  it  is  very  difficult  to 
feleCl  the  mo  ft  ftriking  objefts. 
Nine  large  {hips,  fitted  out  and 
freighted  by  the  Sieur  de  Beau¬ 
marchais,  and  his  partners,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1777,  are  not 
confounded  with  the  Amphitrite, 
who  carried  about  the  fame  time  a 
great  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
thirty  French  officers,  who  paffed 
with  impunity  into  the  fervice  of 
the  rebels.  Every  month,  almoft 
fcvery  day,  Eirniffied  new  fubje&s 
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of  complaint;  and  a  ffiort  memo¬ 
rial  that  Yifcount  Stormont,  the 
Kin  g’s  ambaffador,  communicated 
to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  the 
month  of  November,  in  fame  year, 
will  give  a  juft,  but  very  imper¬ 
fect  idea  of  the  wrongs  which  Bri¬ 
tain  had  fo  often  fuftained. — 
“  There  is  a  fixty  gun  {hip  at 
Rochfort,  and  an  Eaft  India  fhip, 
pierced  for  fixty  guns,  at  L’Ori- 
ent.  Thefe  two  Ihips  are  deiiined 
for  the  fervice  of  the  rebels.  They 
are  laden  with  different  merchan¬ 
dize,  and  freighted  by  Meffrs. 
Chaumont,  Holken,  and  Sebatier. 

• - The  fhip  L’Heureux,  failed 

from  Marfeilles  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  under  another  name  :  fhe 
goes  {freight  to  New  Hampffiire, 
though  it  is  pretended  {he  is  bound 
to  the  French  iflands.  They  have 
been  permitted  to  take  on  board 
three  thoufand  mufquets,  and 
25000  pounds  of  fulphur,  a  mer- 
chandife  as  neceffary  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  as  ufelefs  to  the  iflands. 
This  {hip  is  commanded  by  M. 
Lundi,  a  French  officer  of  dif- 
tinCtion,  formerly  lieutenant  to 
M.  de  Bouganville. — L’Hippopo- 
tame,  belonging  to  the  Sieur  Beau¬ 
marchais,  will  have  on  board  four 
thoufand  mufquets,  and  many  war¬ 
like  ftores  for  the  ufe  of  the  rebels. 
— There  are  about  fifty  French  fhips 
laden  with  ammunition  for  the  ufe 
of  the  rebels,  preparing  to  fail  to 
North  America.  They  will  go 
from  Nantz,  L’Orient,  St.  Malo, 
Havre,  Bourdeaux,  Bayonne,  and 
other  different  ports. — Thefe  are 
the  names  of  fome  of  the  perfons 
principally  interefted  ;  M.  Chau¬ 
mont,  M.  Menton,  and  his  part¬ 
ners,  &c.  &c. 

In  th  is  kingdom,  where  the  will 
of  the  Prince  meets  with  no  ob-, 
ftacle,  fuccours,  fo  confiderable,  fa 
[C  f]  3  public. 
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public,  To  long  fupported  ;  in  fine, 
fo  necefiary  to  maintain  the  war  in 
America,  fiiew  clearly  enough  the 
moil  fecret  intentions  of  ,the  moft 
Chriflian  King’s  minifters.  But 
they  itill  carried  further  their  for- 
getfulnefs,  or  contempt  of  the  molt 
folemn  engagements,  and  it  was 
not  without  their  permifiion  that  an 
underhand  and  dangerous  war  if- 
fued  from  the  ports  of  France,  un¬ 
der  the  deceitful  malk  of  peace, 
and  the  pretended  flag  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  colonies.  The  favourable 
reception  that  their  agents  found 
with  the  minilters  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  quickly  encouraged 
them  to  form  and  execute  the  au¬ 
dacious  project  of  eftablifhing  a 
place  of  arms  in  the  country,  which 
had  ferved  them  for  an  afylum. 
They  had  brought  with  them,  or 
knew  how  to  fabricate  letters  of 
marque,  in  the  name  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Congrefs,  who  had  the  im¬ 
pudence  to  ufurp  all  the  rights 
of  fovereignty.  The  partnerfhip, 
whofe  interested  views  eafily  em¬ 
barked  in  all  their  defigns,  fitted 
out  fhips  that  they  had  either 
built  or  purchafed.  They  armed 
them  to  cruize  in  the  European 
feas,  nay,  even  on  the  coafts  of 
Great  Britain.  To  fave  appear¬ 
ances,  the  captains  of  thefe  cor- 
fairs  hoifted  the  pretended  Ame¬ 
rican  flag,  but  their  crews  were  al¬ 
ways  compofed  of  a  great  number 
of  Frenchmen,  who  entered,  with 
impunity,  under  the  very  eyes  of 
their  governors  and  the  officers  of 
the  maritime  provinces.  A  nume¬ 
rous  fwarm  of  thefe  corfairs,  ani¬ 
mated  by  a  fport  of  rapine,  failed 
from  the  ports  of  France,  and  after 
cruifing  in  the  Britifh  feas,  re-en¬ 
tered,  or  took  fhelter  in  the  fame 
ports.  Thither  they  brought  their 


prizes,  and  under  a  rude,  weak 
artihce,  which  they  fometimes 
vouchfafed  to  employ,  the  prizes 
were  fold  publicly  and  commo- 
dioully  enough,  in  the  fight  of  the 
royal  officers,  always  difpofed  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  thofe  trad¬ 
ers,  who  violated  the  laws,  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  FVench  miniflry.  The 
corfairs  enriched  themfelves  with 
the  fpoils  of  the  King’s  fubjedls  ; 
and  after  having  profited  of  full 
liberty  to  repair  their  Ioffes,  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  wants,  and  procure 
all  warlike  ffores,  gunpowder,  can¬ 
non,  and  rigging,  which  might 
ferve  for  new  enterprizes,  they 
departed  freely  from  the  fame  ports, 
to  make  new  cruizes.  The  hiftory 
of  the  Reprifal  privateer  may  be 
cited  from  a  crowd  of  examples, 
to  fet  the  unjuft,  but  fcarcely  ar¬ 
tificial,  condud  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles  in  a  clear  light.  This 
fhip,  which  had  brought  Mr.  Frank¬ 
lin,  agent  of  the  revolted  colonies, 
to  Europe,  was  received,  with  two 
prizes  fhe  had  taken  in  her  paf- 
fage.  She  remained  in  the  port 
ofNantz,  as  long  as  file  thought 
convenient ;  put  twice  to  fea  to 
plunder  the  King’s  fubjeds,  and 
came  quietly  into  L’Oiient  with 
the  new  prizes  fhe  had  made. 

Notwithflanding  the  ftrongeft  re- 
prefentation  of  the  King’s  ambaf- 
fador ;  notwithflanding  the  moft 
folemn  affurances  of  the  French 
minifters,  the  captain  of  that  cor- 
fair  was  permitted  to  flay  at 
L’Orient  as  long  as  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  refit  his  fhip,  to  provide 
fixty  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  to 
receive  as  many  French  feamen, 
as  chofe  to  engage  with  him.  Fur- 
niflied  with  thefe  reinforcements, 
the  reprifal  failed  a  third  time 
from  the  ports  of  their  new  allies. 
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and  prefently  formed  a  little  fqua- 
dron  of  pirate?,  by  the  concerted 
junction  of  the  Lexington  and  the 
Dolphin,  two  privateers  ;  the  firft 
of  which  had  already  carried  more 
than  one  prize  into  the  river  of 
Bourdeaux ;  and  the  other,  fitted 
out  atNantz,  and  manned  entirely 
by  Frenchmen,  had  nothing  Ame¬ 
rican,  but  the  commander.  Thefe 
three  fhips,  which  fo  publicly  en¬ 
joyed  the  protection  of  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  in  a  fhort  time  after¬ 
wards  took  fifteen  Britifh  fhips,  the 
greatefl  part  of  which  were  brought 
into  the  ports  of  France,  and  fe- 
cretly  fold. — Such  fads,  which  it 
would  be  eafy  to  multiply,  Hand 
inftead  of  reafoningsand  reproaches. 
The  faith  of  treaties  cannot  avoid 
being  called  upon,  on  this  occa- 
fion  ;  and  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
fhew  that  an  allied,  or  even  a 
neutral  power,  can  ever  permit 
war,  without  violating  peace.  The 
principle  of  the  law'  of  nations, 
will,  doubtlefs,  refufe  to  the  am- 
baffador  of  the  mod  refpeCtable 
power  that  privilege  of  arming 
privateers,  which  the  court  of  Ver¬ 
failles  granted  under- hand,  in  the 
very  bofom  of  France,  to  the 
agents  of  rebels.  In  the  French 
iftands,  the  public  tranquility  was 
violated  in  a  manner  yet  more  au¬ 
dacious  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
change  of  the  governor,  the  ports 
of  Martinico  ferved  always  as  a 
Ihelter  to  corfairs  who  cruized  un¬ 
der  American  colours,  but  manned 
by  Frenchmen.  Mr.  Bangham, 
agent  for  the  rebels,  who  enjoyed 
the  favour  and  confidence  of  two 
fucceiTive  governors  of  Martinico, 
direCled  the  arming  of  thofe  pri¬ 
vateers,  and  the  public  fale  of  their 
prizes.  Two  merchant  fhips,  the 
Lancalhire  Hero,  and  the  Irifh 
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Gambier,  which 'were  taken  by  the 
Revenge,  alfures,  that  out  of  her 
crew,  confuting  of  125  men,  there 
were  but  two  Americans  ;  and  that 
the  owner,  who  at  the  fame  time 
was  proprietor  of  eleven  other  pri¬ 
vateers,  acknowledged  himfelf  to 
be  an  inhabitant  of  Martinico, 
where  he  was  looked  upon  as  the 
favourite,  and  the  fecret  agent  of 
the  governor  himfelf. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  all  thefe  aCts  of 
hoftility,  (which  it  is  impolTible 
to  call  by  any  other  name)  the 
court  of  Verfailles  continued  al¬ 
ways  to  fpeak  the  language  of 
peace  and  amity,  and  its  minifters 
exhaulled  all  the  fources  of  artifice 
and  diflimulation,  to  lull  the  juft 
complaints  of  Great  Britain,  to 
deceive  her  juft  fufpicions,  and  to 
flop  the  effeCls  of  her  juft  refent- 
ment.  From  the  fir  It  sera  of  the 
American  troubles,  to  the  moment 
of  a  declaration  of  war  by  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  the  minifters 
of  the  mod  Chriftian  King  never 
ceafed  to  renew  the  ftrongeft  and 
mofl  expreftive  proteftations  of  their 
pacific  difpofitions ;  and  however 
the  common  conduCt  of  the  court 
of  Verfailles  was  adapted  to  infpire 
a  juft  doubt,  yet  his  Majefty’s  juft 
heart  furnifhed  him  with  powerful 
motives  to  believe,  that  France  had 
at  length  adopted  a  fyftem  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  peace,  which  would 
perpetuate  the  folid  and  reciprocal 
happinefs  of  the  two  nations.  The 
minifters  of  the  court  of  Verfailles 
endeavoured  to  excufe  the  arrival 
and  relidence  of  the  rebels  agent, 
by  the  ftrongeft  afturances,  that  he 
found  only  a  fimple  afylum  in 
France,  without  either  diftinClion 
or  encouragement. 

The  freedom  of  commerce,  and 

*\  ' 

the  thirft  of  gain,  ferve  fometimcs 
[C  c]  4  as 
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as  pretexts  to  cover  the  illegiti¬ 
mate  dcfigns  of  the  fubje&s  of 
France ;  and  at  a  time  when  they 
vainly  alledged  the  impotence  of 
the  Jaws  to  prevent  abufes,  which 
neighbouring  dates  know  fo  well 
how  to  fupprefs,  they  condemned, 
with  every  appearance  of  fincerity, 
the  transportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  which  fhe  permitted 
with  impunity,  for  the  Service  of 
the  rebels.  To  the  firft  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  King’s  amhaftador 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  privateers, 
which  were  fitted  out  in  the  ports 
of  France  under  American  colours, 
the  minifters  of  his  mod  Chridian 
Majefty  replied,  with  expreflions 
pf  furprife  and  indignation,  and  by 
a  poSitive  declaration,  that  at¬ 
tempts,  fo  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  the  public  tranquili¬ 
ty,  fhould  never  be  differed.  The 
train  of  events,  of  which  a  fmall 
number  hath  been  (hewn,  foom  ma- 
mfefted  the  inconftancy,  or  rather 
the  falfehood  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles  ;  and  the  King’s  ambaffa- 
dor  was  ordered  to  reprefent  to  the 
French  minifters  the  ferious,  but 
inevitable  confequences  of  their 
policy.  He  fulfilled  his  commiftion 
with  all  the  confideradon  due  to 
a  refpeflable  power,  the  preferv- 
ation  of  whofe  friendfhip  was  de- 
iired,  but  with  a  friendihip  worthy 
of  a  Sovereign,  and  a  nation  little 
accuftomed  to  do,  or  to  fuiTer  in- 
juftice.  The  court  of  Verfailks 
was  called  upon  to  explain  its  con- 
dud,  and  its  intentions,  without 
delay  or  evafion  ;  and  die  King 
propoied  to  it  the  alternative  of 
peace  or  war.  -France  chqfe  peace, 
in  order  to  wound  her  enemy  more 
furely  and  fecretly,  vyithcut  having 
pny  thing  to  dread  f  o  r.  1  r  juf- 
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thofe  fuceours  and  thofe  armaments, 
that  the  principles  of  public  equity 
would  not  permit  her  to  jollify. 
She  declared  to  the  King’s  am- 
baffiador,  that  fhe  was  refolved  to 
banifh  the  American  corfairs  im¬ 
mediately  from  all  the  ports  of 
France,  never  to  return  again ; 
and  that  fhe  would  take,  in  fu¬ 
ture,  the  moil  rigorous  precautions 
to  prevent  the  faie  of  prizes  taken 
from  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain, 
The  orders  given  to  that  efFed 
aftonilhed  the  partizans  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  and  feemed  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  evil ;  but  fubjeds 
of  complaint  fprung  up  again  dai¬ 
ly ;  and  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
orders  were  fir  ft  eluded,  then  vio? 
lated,  and  at  length  entirely  for¬ 
gotten,  by  the  merchants,  priva¬ 
teers,  nay,  even  by  the  royal  offi¬ 
cers,  were  not  exculable  by  the 
proteftations  of  friendihip,  with 
which  the  court  of  Verfailles  ac¬ 
companied  thofe  infractions  of 
peace,  until  the  very  moment  that 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  which  it 
had  figned  with  the  agents  of  the 
revolted  American  colonies,  was 
announced  by  the  French  arnbafifa- 
dor  in  London. 

If  a  foreign  enemy,  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
had  conquered  the  King’s  Ameri¬ 
can  dominions,  and  if  France  had 
confirmed  by  a  folerrm  treaty,  an 
aft  of  violence,  that  had  plundered 
in  the  midft  of  a  profound  peace, 
a  refpedable  neighbour,  of  whom 
fire  ftiled  herfelf  the  friend  and 
ally,  all  Europe  would  ftand  up 
againft  the  injuftice  of  a  conduct 
which  fl^amefully  violated  all  that 
is  moft  facred  among  men.  Thp 
firft  difcovery,  the  uninterrupted 
poileffion  of  two  hundred  years, 
and  the  con  lent  of  all  nations. 
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were  .  fufficient  to  afcertain  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  the 
lands  of  North  America,  and  its 
fovereignty  over  the  people  that 
had  fettled  there  with  the  permif- 
fton,  and  under  the  government  of 
the  King’s  predecelfors.  If  even 
this  people  had  dared  to  fhake  off 
the  yoke  of  authority,  or  rather  of 
the  laws,  if  they  had  ufurped  the 
provinces  and  prerogatives  of  their 
Sovereign  ;  and  if  they  had  fought 
the  alliance  of  ft  rangers  to  fup- 
port  their  pretended  independence; 
thofe  ft  rangers  could  not  accept 
their  alliance,  ratify  their  usurpa¬ 
tions,  and  acknowledge  their  in¬ 
dependence,  without  fuppofing  that 
revolt  hath  more  extenfive  rights 
than  thofe  of  <z uar  ;  and  without 
granting  to  rebellious  fubje&s  a 
lawful  title  to  conqueft,  which  they 
could  not  have  made  but  in  con¬ 
tempt  of  both  law  and. juftice.  The 
fecret  enemies  of  peace,  of  Great 
Britain,  and  perhaps  of  France 
herfelf,  had  nevertheless  the  cri¬ 
minal  dexterity  to  perfuade  his 
moll  Chriftian  Majefty,  that  he 
could,  without  violating  the  faith 
of  treaties,  publicly  declare,  that 
he  received  the  revolted  fubjects  of 
a  King,  his  neighbour  and  ally, 
into  the  number  of  his  allies.  The 
profeffions  of  friendfhip  which  ac¬ 
companied  that  declaration,  which 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  or¬ 
dered  to  make  to  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don,  only  ferve  to  aggravate  the 
injury  by  the  infult;  and  it  was 
refer ved  for  France  to  boaft  of  pa¬ 
cific  difpofitions  in  the  very  in- 
ftant  that  her  ambition  inftigatcd 
her  to  execute  and  avow  an  act  of 
perfidy,  unexampled  in  the  hiftory 
of  nations.  Yet,  fuch  as  the  court 
of  Yerfailles  dares  allow  itfelf  to 
i »fe,  £‘  Yet  it  would  be  wrong  to 
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believe  that  the  acknowledgment 
that  the  King  has  made  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  is  what 
has  enraged  the  King  of  England; 
that  Prince  is,  without  doubt,  not 
ignorant  of  all  the  examples  of  the 
like  kind  that  the  Britifh  annals, 
even  of  his  own  reign,  do  fur- 
nifh.” — But  thefe  pretended  ex¬ 
amples  do  not  exift. — The  King 
never  acknowledged  the  independ¬ 
ence  of  a  people,  who  had  fhaken 
off  the  yoke  of  their  lawful  Prince; 
it  is  doubtlefs  very  afftidling  that 
the  minifters  of  his  mo  ft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  have  cheated  the  piety  of 
their  Sovereign,  to  cover,  with  fo 
refpeCtable  a  name,,  affertions  with¬ 
out  any  foundation  or  likelihood, 
which  are  contradicted  by  the  me¬ 
mory  of  all  Europe. 

At  the  commencement  of  the 
difputes  which  arofe  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  court 
of  Verfailies  declared,  that  it  did 
not  pretend  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
quarrel,  and  its  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  the  Britifh  conflitu- 
tion,  as  well  as  the  privileges  and 
obligations  of  the  colonies,  ought 
to  have  engaged  it  to  perfift  al¬ 
ways  in  fuch  a  wife  and  modeft; 
declaration,  that  would  have  lpar- 
ed  it  the  fhame  of  tranfcribing  the 
manifeftos  of  the  American  Con- 
grefs,  and  qf  pronouncing  now, 
“  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  London  had  compelled  its 
antient  colonies  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
rights,  their  privileges,  and  their 
liberty.”  Thefe  vain  pretenfions 
have  been  already  refuted  in  the 
moft  convincing  manner,  and  the 
rights  of  Great  Britain  over  that 
revolted  people,  her  benefa&ions, 
and  her  long  patience,  have  been 

already 
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already  proved  by  reafon  and  by 
fads.  It  is  fufticient  here  to  re¬ 
mark,  that  France  cannot  take  any 
advantage  of  the  injuftice  with 
right,  and  in  fad  is  the  objed  of 
difpute.  And  the  King’s  dignity 
will  not  permit  him  to  accept  of 
thofe  propofals,  which,  from  the 
very  beginning  of  a  negociation, 
grants  ail  that  can  fatisfy  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  rebellious  Americans, 
whilft  they  exad  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  without  any  imputation  in 
his  favour,  that  he  fhould  defift, 
for  a  long  or  indefinite  term,  from 
his  moil  lawful  pretentions.  It 
is  true,  the  court  of  Verfailles 
vouchfafed  to  confent,  that  the 
court  of  London  might  treat  with 
the  Congrefs,  either  diredly,  or 
by  the  intervention  of  the  King  of 
Spain.  His  Majefty,  certainly, 
will  not  fo  much  demean  himfelf 
as  to  complain  of  that  infolence, 
which  feems  to  grant  him,  as  a 
favour,  the  permiffion  of  treating 
diredly  with  his  rebellious  fub¬ 
jeds.  But  the  Americans  them- 
felves  are  not  blinded  by  paffion 
and  prejudice,  they  will  fee  clearly 
in  the  condud  of  France,  that 
their  new  allies  will  foon  become 
their  tyrants,  and  that  that  pretend¬ 
ed  independence,  purchafed  at  the 
price  of  fo  much  mifery  and 
blood,  will  be  foon  fubjeded  to 
the  defpotic  will  of  a  foreign 
court. 

If  France  could  verify  that  ea- 
gernefs  which  fhe  attributes  to  the 
court  of  London,  to  feek  the  me¬ 
diation  of  Spain,  a  like  eagernefs 
would  ferve  to  prove  the  King’s 
juft  confidence  in  the  goodnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  his  efteem  for  a  o-e- 
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nerous  nation  which  hath  always 
delpifed  fraud  and  perfidy.  But 
the  court  of  London  was  obliged 


to  own,  that  the  mediation  was 
offered  to  it  by  the  minifters  of 
the  Catholic  King,  and  it  claims 
no  other  merit,  than  that  of  hav¬ 
ing  fhown,  on  all  occafions,  a  live¬ 
ly  and  fmcere  inclination  to  deli¬ 
ver  its  fubjeds,  nay  even  its  ene¬ 
mies  from  the  fccurge  of  war. 
The  condud;  of  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  during  that  negociation,  foon 
fhewed  the  King  that  a  mediator, 
who  forgets  his  own  deareft  in- 
terefts,  to  give  hirnfelf  up  to  the 
ambition,  or  refentment  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  power,  mull  be  incapable  of 
propofing  a  fafe  or  honourable  ac¬ 
commodation.  Experience  con¬ 
firmed  thefe  fufpicions  ;  the  unjuft 
and  inadmiffible  fcheme  juft  men¬ 
tioned,  was  the  foie  fruit  of  this 
mediation.  In  the  fame  inftant 
that  the  minifters  of  the  Catholic 
King  offered,  with  the  moft  difin- 
terefted  profefiions,  his  capital,  his 
good  offices,  his  guaranty,  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty, 
they  fuffered  to  appear  from  the 
bottom  of  obfcurity  new  fubjeds 
for  difcuffing,  particularly  relative 
to  Spain,  but  upon  which  they  al¬ 
ways  refufed  to  explain  themfelves. 
His  Majefty’s  refufal  to  accede  to 
the  ultimatum  of  the  court  of  Ma¬ 
drid,  was  accompanied  with  all  con¬ 
venient  precautions  and  refped  : 
and,  unlefs  that  court  will  arro¬ 
gate  to  itfelf  a. right  to  didate  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace  to  an  independent 
and  refpedable  neighbour,  there 
was  nothing  paffied  in  that  conjunc¬ 
ture,  which  ought  to  have  altered 
the  harmony  of  the  two  crowns. 
But  the  offenfive  meafures  of  Spain, 
which  fhe  could  never  cloath  with 
the  faireft  appearances  of  equity, 
will  foon  fhow  that  fhe  had  al¬ 
ready  taken  her  refolutions ;  had 
been  mitigated  by  the  French  mi- 
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nidry,  who  had  only  retarded  the 
declaration  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
from  the  hope  of  giving  a  mortal 
blow  to  the  honour  and  intered  of 
Great  Britain  under  the  malk  of 
friendship. 

Such  are  the  unjuft  and  ambi¬ 
tious  enemies,  who  have  defpifed 
the  faith  of  treaties,  to  violate  the 
public  tranquility,  and  againd 
whom  the  King  now  defends  the 
rights  of  his  crown  and  people. 
The  event  is  yet  in  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty  ;  but  his  Majefty, 
who  relies  upon  the  divine  pro¬ 
tection,  with  a  firm  but  humble 
afiurance,  is  perfuaded  that  the 
wifhes  of  Europe  will  fupport  the 
juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  applaud 
the  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  which 
have  no  other  objeCt  than  to  eda- 
blifh  the  repole  of  nations  on  a  fo- 
lid  and  unfhaken  bafis. 

But  France  herfelf  appears  to 
feel  the  weaknefs,  the  danger,  and 
the  indecency  of  thefe  pretentions; 
when,  in  the  declaration  of  the 
Marquis  de  Noailles,  as  well  as  in 
her  1  aft  manifelto,  fhe  quits  her 
hold  on  the  right  of  independence : 
fhe  is  content  to  maintain,  that  the 
revolted  colonies  enjoy  in fatt,  that 
independence  they  have  bellowed 
on  themfelves  ;  that  even  England 
herfelf,  in  fome  fort  acknowledges 
it,  ift  fuffering  aCts  of  fovereignty 
to  fubfiil  ;  and  that  therefore 
France,  without  any  violence  of 
peace,  might  conclude  a  treaty  of 
friendship  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States  of  North  America. 

• —  Let  us  fee  in  what  manner 
Great  Britain  had  acknowledged 
that  independence,  equally  imagi¬ 
nary  in  right,  as  in  faCt.  'Two 
years  had  not  yet  elapfed  from 
the  day  in  which  the  rebels  de¬ 
clared  their  criminal  rdolation  of 
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shaking  off  the  yoke  of  their  mo¬ 
ther  country  ;  and  that  time  had 
been  occupied  by  the  events  of  a 
bloody  and  obftinate  war.  Suc- 
cels  had  hung  in  fufpence,  but  the 
King’s  army,  which  pollefted  the 
molt  important  maritime  towns, 
continue  always  to  menace  the  in¬ 
terior  provinces.  The  Englifh  flag 
reigned  over  all  the  American  Teas, 
and  the  re-eftablifhment  of  a  law¬ 
ful  dependence,  was  fixed  as  the 
indifpenfible  condition  of  the  peace, 
which  Great  Britain  offered  to  her 
revolted  fubjedts,  whofe  rights, 
privileges,  nay  even  whofe  preju¬ 
dices  file  refpedted.  The  court  of 
Verfatlles,  which  announced,  with, 
fo  much  opennefs  and  fimplicity, 
the  treaty  figned  with  the  pretended 
States  of  America,  which  it  found 
in  an  independent  fituation,  had 
alone  contributed,  by  its  clan- 
deftine  luccours,  to  foment  the  fire 
of  revolt ;  and  it  was  the  dread  of 
peace  that  engaged  France  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  rumour  of  that  alliance, 
as  the  mod  effedlual  means  to  in¬ 
flame  the  minds  of  the  people  who 
began  already  to  open  their  eyes 
upon  the  unfortunate  confequences 
of  the  revolt,  the  tyranny  of  their 
new  leaders,  and  the  paternal  dif- 
pofition  of  their  lawful  Sovereign. 

Under  fuch  circumftances  it  is 
impoffible,  without  infulting  in 
too  grofs  a  manner  both  truth  and 
reafon,  to  deny  that  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  Marquis  of  Noailles,  of 
the  13th  of  March,  1778,  ought 
to  be  received  as  a  true  declaration 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  mod 
Chridian  King  ;  and  the  affurances 
“  that  he  had  taken  eventual  mea- 
fures,  in  concert  with  the  Uniied 
States  of  America,  to  maintain  a 
freedom  of  commerce,”  which  had 
fo  often  excited  thejud  complaints  of 

Great 
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Great  Britain,  author! fed  the  King, 
from  that  moment,  to  rank  France 
in  the  number  of  his  enemies. 
The  court  of  Verfailles  could  not 
avoid  acknowledging  that  the 
King  of  England,  after  having 
**  recalled  his  ambaflador,  de¬ 
nounced  to  his  parliament  the 
ineafures  taken  by  his  Majefty,  as 
an  aft  of  hoftiiity,  as  a  formal  and 
premeditated  aggrefiion.”  Such 
was,  indeed,  the  declaration  which 
both  honour  and  juitice  demanded 
from  the  King,  and  which  he 
communicated,  without  delay,  to 
the  minifters  of  the  different  courts 
of  Europe,  to  juflify  before-hand 
the  effefts  of  a  lawful  refentment. 
From  thence  it  is  ufelefs  to  feek  for 
orders,  that  were  fent  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  to  remark  the  precife  day 
when  the  fleets  of  England  or 
France  quitted  their  refpeftive 
ports,  or  to  fcrutinize  into  the 
circumftances  of  the  aftion  with 
the  Belle  Pottle ,  and  the  taking  two 
other  frigates,  which  were  actually 
carried  off  in  fight  of  the  very 
coaft  of  France.  Hence  the  re¬ 
proach  made  to  the  King  of  hav¬ 
ing  fo  long  fufpended  a  formal  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  vanifhes  of  itfelf. 
Thefe  declarations  are  only  the 
ineafures  that  nations  have  reci¬ 
procally  agreed  on,  to  avoid 
treachery  and  furprife ;  but  the 
ceremonies  which  announce  the 
terrible  exchange  of  peace  for  war, 
the  heralds  declarations  and  mani- 
fefios  are  not  always  neceffary,  are 
not  always  alike.  The  declaration 
of  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  was  a 
flgnal  of  the  public  infraftion  of 
the  peace.  The  King  direftly  pro¬ 
claimed  to  -all  nations  that  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  war  which  France  of¬ 
fered  ;  the  laid  proceedings  of  his 
JVi  qeliy  were  rather  the  fpring  of 


his  prudence,  than  his  juflice,  and 
Europe  may  now  judge  if  the  court 
of  London  wanted  means  to  “  juf- 
tify  a  declaration  of  war,  and  if 
file  did  not  dare  to  accufe  France, 
publicly,  of  being  the  aggrelTor.” 


Three  Memorials  from  the  Dutch 
Merchants  to  the  States  General, 
prefented  Sept.  12 th,  1778. 

To  their  High  Mightinefles  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

A  MEMORIAL, 

PefpePt fully  delivered  from  the  Mer¬ 
chants,  Proprietors  of  VeJJels,  and 
Exchange  Infurers ,  of  the  Town 
of  Amferdatn . 

/  a  x  H  A  T  it  cannot  be  unknown 
Jf  to  your  High  Mightinefles 
in  what  manner,  for  thefe  feveral 
weeks  pad,  a  conflderable  number 
of  veflels  belonging  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ,of  this  republic,  bound  for 
the  ports  of  France,  have  been 
flopped  in  their  paflage  by  the 
Ihips  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
other  commiflioned  veflels  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  fubjefts  ;  and  that,  al¬ 
though  our  captains  have  proved 
that  their  fhips  belonged  to  the 
fubjefts  of  this  republic,  and  were 
not  laden  with  contraband  goods, 
they  have,  notwithftanding,  been 
feized  and  condufted  into  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ports  of  Great  Britain, 
where  they  are  yet  detained,  with¬ 
out  the  letters  of  recommendation 
written  to  Count  Welderen,  your 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  granted  by  your 
High  Mightinefles  at  the  folicita- 
tior.s  of  many  per  Tons  intsrefled  in 


ST  AT  E 

the  above  veflels,  in  order  to  re¬ 
claim  and  effect  their  fpecdy  en¬ 
largement,  having  produced  the 
leaft  eff-Ct,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Englilh  continue  to  feize  our 
veflels  more  than  ever,  which  leems 
ro  announce  a  plan  formed  by  the 
Fng’iih  nation  to  totally  prevent 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
with  the  ports  of  France, 

That,  in  confequence,  if  thefe 
proceedings  of  the  Britilh  nation 
continue,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
operate  to  the  total  ruin  of  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this 
republic  in  general,  and  allb  to 
the  ruin  of  feveral  private  per- 
fons  interefted  therein,  either  as 
proprietors  of  the  veflels,  or  of  the 
cargoes,  or  as  infurers,  and  which 
will  occafion  them  a  confiderable 
injury. 

From  thefe  confiderations  your 
memorialifts  have  judged  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  lay  their  injuries,  as  le¬ 
gal  as  well  founded,  before  your 
High  Mightinefles,  arid  to  implore 
your  relief.  The  memorialifts  con- 
lider  it  as  fuperfluous  to  endevour 
to  prove  more  amply  to  your  High 
Mightinefles  the  injuftice  of  fuch 
feizures  and  detentions,  fince  it  is 
known  to  you,  that  by  the  naval 
treaty  concluded  between  the  court 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  republic, 
on  the  iith  of  September,  1674, 
the  following,  as  the  firft  article, 
is  ftipulated :  “  that  it  fhall  be 
permitted,  and  is  legal,  for  the 
fu bjefts  of  the  refpedive  nations  to 
navigate  with  liberty  and  fafety ,  to 
deal  and  negotiate  in  all  kingdoms 
and  countries ,  where  the  refpedive 
Sovereigns  are  at  peace,  neutra¬ 
lity  and  friendfhip,  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  their  navigation  and 
commerce  may  be  neither  hinder- 
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cd  or  molefted,  neither  by  any 
violence  of  people  who  carry  on 
war,  nor  by  the  (hips  of  war  or 
other  veflels  whatfoever,  under 
pretence  cf  any  hoftiiity  or  malice 
which  may  arife  between  one  of 
the  fovereign  powers  and  the  na¬ 
tions  with  which  the  other  is  in 
peace  or  neutrality.” 

And  this  liberty  of  navigation 
and  commerce  is  alfo  determined 
by  the  fecond  article  of  the  fame 
treaty,  by  which  it  is  Agreed, 
f‘  not  to  fuffer  that  it  fhall  be 
made  the  lead  hindrance  of  any 
branch  of  commerce,  on  account, 
or  by  reafon  of  a  war ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  to  extend  this  liberty  to 
all  forts  of  merchandize,  which 
was  accuftomed  to  be  fold  in  times 
of  peace,  excepting  only  goods 
comprized  under  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  contraband,  and  which  are 
fpecified  by  a  fubfequent  arti¬ 
cle.” 

Your  High  Mightinefles  are  not 
lefs  ignorant,  that  by  the  point  or 
article  fixed  on,  and  concluded  the 
30th  of  Dec.  1675,  at  the  Hague, 
between  Sir  William  Temple,  am- 
baflador  extraordinary  from  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
deputies  of  your  High  Mighti¬ 
nefles,  it  is  fpecially  explained, 
“  that  the  true  fenfe  of  the  above 
articles  of  the  treaty  concluded  the 
11th  of  September,  1674,  is,  and 
ought  to  be,  that  fince  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  above  articles,  the 
veflels  and  fliips  belonging  to  the 
fubjects  of  the  two  contracting 
powers,  fhould  and  may  navigate, 
trade ,  and  negotiate ,  not  only  from 
a  neutral  place  to  a  place  at  war 
with  either  of  the  two  nations,  but 
from  a  place  at  war  to  a  neutral 
place,  whether  or  not  the  two 
places  belong  to  the  fame  Sove- 
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reign  or  State,  or  to  different 
States  and  Sovereigns  with  which 
either  of  the  two  contracting  pow¬ 
ers  may  be  at  war.” 

It  will  not  be  difficult  for  your 
memorialifts  to  prove  in  the  molt 
convincing  manner,  as  well  by  fo- 
lid  reafons,  as  by  the  authority  of 
the  belt  authors,  who  have  written 
on  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
judgment  of  civilized  States  in 
general,  as  alfo  by  the  common 
rights  of  men,  and  without  the 
neceffity  of  any  treaty  or  alliance  ; 
that  in  cafe  of  war  between  two 
powers,  the  fubjetls  of  that  State 
in  peace  or  neutrality  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  ought  to  en¬ 
joy  the  liberty  of  an  uninterrupted 
commerce,  and  without  being  tied 
down  by  all  the  powers  who  are  at 
war,  and  without  meeting  with 
the  leaft  obilacle  under  any  pre¬ 
text  whatever  ;  except  in  cafes 
where  neutral  nations  would  fupply 
the  belligerant  powers  with  war¬ 
like  ftores  or  other  contraband 
goods,  or  are  endeavouring  to  nego¬ 
tiate  with  places  belieged  or  block¬ 
aded. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefore, 
confider  it  as  fuperftuous  to  call 
your  attention  to  fuch  an  object, 
feeing  that  the  law  of  nations  hath 
obtained  the  ftridteft  fandtion  by 
the  treaty  concluded  between  this 
republic  and  England.  That  con- 
fequently  it  is  not  a  queftion  what 
ought  to  be  the  cafe  between  two 
nations  who  have  not  any  reci¬ 
procal  alliance,  but  that  it  is  only 
to  be  confidered,  what  treatment 
the  inhabitants  of  this  republic 
have  a  right  to  expeft  on  the  part 
of  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain, 
iince  the  aliedged  treaty  ftili  fub- 
fifls,  and  was  concluded  on,  as  it 
is  well  known  to  your  High  Migh- 


tineffes,  in.  a  time  when  this  Hats 
was  at  war  with  France;  and  that 
confequently  it  was  principally  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  Englifh,  in  order  to 
procure  them  a  free  navigation  to 
and  from  the  fever  al  ports  of  France, 
Since  then  the  Englifh  nation 
were  the  firfl  who  reaped  the  fruits 
of  that  convention,  they  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  fubjefts  of  this 
republic  from  profiting  in  their 
turn  of  the  advantages  of  a  free  na¬ 
vigation  and  commerce,  which 
they  flipulated  in  themfeives,  and 
which  they  have  enjoyed  as  they 
have  found  it  convenient.  And 
this  obje&ion  ought  to  appear  the 
better  founded,  as  the  ftipulations 
in  the  treaty  agreeing  with  the 
law  of  nations,  ought  to  be  a  con- 
fideration  of  the  greateil  weight 
with  a  nation  which -would  wifh  to 
preferve  any  pretenfions  to  reafon 
and  equity,  and  that  would  not 
violate  in  any  point  the  faith  of  a 
treaty  fo  folemn  as  the  above-men¬ 
tioned. 

The  memorialifls,  therefore, 
hope,  that  by  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
reafons,  the  injuftice  will  appear 
to  your  High  MightinefTes,  as 
well  of  making  thofe  prizes  as  the 
manner  of  carrying  away  the  vef- 
fels  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  re¬ 
public,  navigated  from  a  third 
place  to  the  ports  of  France,  or 
from  one  port  of  the  fame  kingdom 
to  another,  without  confidering 
what  or  who  he  is,  who  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  proprietor  of  the 
cargo. 

That  this  injuftice  carries  fuch 
a  demon  ftrative  proof,  that  neither 
the  proprietors  nor  the  ffiarers  of 
the  veffels  ought,  on  that  head,  to 
begin  making  by  inftituting  a  pro- 
cefs ;  but  that  it  belongs  to  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefly  to  give  immediate  or¬ 
ders. 
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ders ,  as  well  to  the  commanders  of  /hips 
of  war  as  to  thcfe  of  the  letters  of 
rnarque,  that  they  no  longer  caufe  the 
leaf  injury,  nor  any  longer  Jei%e  the 
Jhips  or  rveffels  belonging  to  this  State  ; 
but ,  on  the  contrary ,  that  they  Jhall 
be  bound  diredly  to  repair  the  in¬ 
juries  already  dons,  and  make  good 
the  damages  already  fufained ,  fince 
they  can  no  longer  pretend  the 
neceffity  of  a  judicial  examination, 
before  having  decided  previoufly 
on  the  validity  of  the  captures,  and 
that  it  is  otherwife  evident,  or  at 
leaft  ought  to  be  fo,  that  the  com- 
miftion  for  feizing  the  fhips  and 
effects  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
cannot  concern  the  fubjedls  of  a 
power  with  whom  they  are  bound 
by  treaty,  and  according  to  which 
the  navigation  and  commerce 
fhould  be  free;  and  that  there  is, 
befides,  a  right  that  the  fhip 
fhould  protect  the  cargo ;  nothing 
being  fo  certain,  that  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  the  leaft  obftrudtion 
given  to  a  fhip  is  an  adt  of  the  moft 
daring  injuftice;  that  of  courfe, 
the  dangerous  confequences  brought 
on  by  fo  flagrant  a  violation  of 
the  lav/  of  nations  cannot  be  re¬ 
paired,  although  the  fhips  fhould 
be  afterwards  releafed,  and  da¬ 
mages  fhould  be  awarded. 

Befides  the  juftice  of  thefe  affer- 
tions,  and  the  validity  of  thefe 
complaints,  the  taking  of  fhips 
bound  for  the  ports  of  France, 
not  only  induces  your  memorialifts 
to  folicit  your  High  Mightineffes 
to  interpofe,  and  even  to  infjl  on 
immediate  reparation  for  damages 
already  fuftained,  and  fecurity  for 
what  may  accrue.  Your  memo¬ 
rialifts  alfo  cannot  difpenfe  with 
refpedtfully  laying  open  to  your 
High  Mightineffes  the  lamentable 
confequences  which  will  refult  to 
the  merchants,  and  of  courfe  to 
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the  ftate  in  general,  in  cafe  the 
vcffels  and  fhips  of  the  fubjedls  of 
this  republic  cannot  be  guarded 
againft  what  are  little  fhort  of  aids 

of  piracy. 

In  effedl,  the  feizure  of  the 
fhips  not  only  occafions  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  a  prejudice  and  confider- 
able  damage,  and  oppreffes  them 
in  many  refpedts  by  very  large  ex- 
pences,  but  the  flopping  even  of 
merchandize,  and  the  danger  and 
f poll  of  goods,  to  which  they  are 
fubjedl ;  the  poffibility  of  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  markets,  as  well  as 
other  events,  are  alfo  very  preju¬ 
dicial  to  the  above  proprietors, 
and  others  interefted  therein  ;  and 
if  ftill  by  fuch  proceedings,  and 
againft  all  remonftrance,  the  Eng¬ 
lish  will  pretend  that  the  goods 
embarked  are  from  that  moment 
to  be  confidered  as  French  proper¬ 
ty,  and  fubjecl  to  confiscation,  the 
confequences  of  fo  unjuft  a  fuppo- 
fition  will  infallibly  caufe  the  en¬ 
tire  ruin  of  many  infurers  in  this 
country;  and  it  will  be  the  more 
unjuft,  as  the  veffels  hitherto  feiz- 
ed,  or  liable  to  be  feized,  have 
had  all  their  cargoes  infured  in  a 
time  when  there  was  not  the 
leaft  hoftility  commenced  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which 
alone  gives  a  fufficient  reafon 
why  thofe  fhips  fhould  not  be  fei-zed, 
much  lefs  fhould  they  be  declared 
legal  prizes. 

Further,  without  eftimating  the 
damage  which  neceflarily  muft  be- 
fal  on  the  feveral  perfons  interefted 
in  fhips  feized,  or  expofed  to  fei¬ 
zure,  the  confequences  of  a  feizure 
fo  unjuft  as  that  of  Dutch  fhips, 
deftined  for  the  ports  of  France, 
\<dll  have  the  moft  dano-erous  in- 
fluence  on  the  commerce  and  na¬ 
vigation  of  the  republic  in  general, 
fince  not  only  the  inevitable  effedt 

will 
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will  be  the  abfolute  ruin  of  all 
commerce  with  France,  but  the 
more  fo,  as  all  the  other  nations, 
which  until  this  time  have  em¬ 
ployed,  and  will  again  employ 
Dutch  (hips  to  tranfport  the'r  mer¬ 
chandize  to  the  ports  of  France, 
or  other  places,  will  be  deprived 
cf  employing  for  the  future,  [hips 
expofed  to  be  detained  or  made 
prizes  of. 

Thefe  premifes  will  afford  a  vaft 

1 

ground  of  fpeculation,  when  it  will 
pleafe  your  High  Mightineffes  to 
refled,  that  notwithftanding  his 
Molt  Chriftian  Majefly,  by  the  firft 
article  of  his  regulations,  concern¬ 
ing  the  navigation  of  neutral  (hips 
in  times  of  war,  under  the  date 
of  July  26,  1778,  has  voluntarily 
forbidden  all  his  privateers  and 
fbips,  to  [top  or  feize  any  fhip  be¬ 
longing  to  neutral  powers,  even 
failing  from,  or  bound  to,  the 
enemy’s  ports,  excepting  only 
blockaded  places,  and  lhips  laden 
with  contraband  goods  ;  judging 
it  proper,  neverthelefs,  to  declare, 
that  his  Majefty  referves  the  right 
of  revoking  this  liberty,  in  cafe 
the  power  at  war  with  him  doth 
not  think  it  proper  to  extend  the 
fame  favour,  before  the  expiration 
of  fix  months,  to  be  computed 
from  the  date  when  the  above  re¬ 
gulations  were  publiihed.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this,  it  may  then  happen 
that  his  Chriftian  Majefty,  in 
making  reprifals,  would  alfo  limit 
the  franchifements  of  the  (hips  of 
this  ftate,  when  the  memorialills, 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  re¬ 
public,  will  fee  your  Mightineffes 
entirely  deprived  of  their  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  with  the 
two  kingdoms  and  their  dependen¬ 
cies,  and  in  this  manner  fupport- 
ing,  however  unjuftly*  the  vigo¬ 


rous  effects  of  war,  the  fame  as  it 
this  republic  was  actually  concern¬ 
ed  therein. 

However  matters  may  terminate, 
your  memorialills  deem  it  needlefs 
to  fhevv  to  your  High  Mightineffes 
the  horrible  refutlt  of  fuch  a  com¬ 
mercial  decline,  for  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  country  in  general, 
feeing  that  by  commerce  the  re¬ 
public  is  aggrandized  ;  that  iii 
trade  fhe  finds  the  rrioft  folid  be¬ 
nefits*  and  that  if  her  commerce 
peri  flies*  fhe  will  foon  find  herfeif 
on  the  brink  of  deftru&ion.  What 
is  ftill  further  to  be  apprehended* 
when  we  have  reflected  on  the  un¬ 
juft  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  the  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce  between  this  country  and 
France,  and  very  likely  by  an  in¬ 
evitable  rupture  with  England* 
both  will  be  totally  prevented,  it 
may  furniih  occafion  to  other  king¬ 
doms  to  carry  on  our  trade,  of 
which,  againft  all  reafon  and  jus¬ 
tice,  the  ufage  will  be  forbidden 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  republic* 
whiift  frequent  examples,  founded 
on  moft  woeful  experience,  will 
teach  us,  that  one  time  or  other* 
by  a  certain  concurrence  of  cir- 
cumftances,  one  branch  of  com¬ 
merce  taken  away,  can  never  re¬ 
turn  into  its  ancient  ccurfe; 

Prompted  thus  by  every  motive 
that  can  be  alledged,  your  merno- 
rialilis  refpeftfully  addrefs  your 
High  Mightineffes,  that  it  may 
pleafe  them  to  prevent  and  reftore 
the  damages  done  to  the  merchants 
of  this  country,  by  the  feizure  of 
her  fhips  bound  for  the  ports  of 
France,  by  the  Englifh  nation* 
againft  the  faith  of  treaties ,  in  open 
violation  of  the  law  cf  nations ,  i?t 
oppoftion  to  natural  equity,  in  fhort, 
to  prevent  for  the  future  fuch  ex¬ 
traordinary 
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traordinary  proceedings,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  feveral  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  which  they  hold  from  God 
and  nature,  and  on  which  the 
Englifh  nation  are  bound  by  the 
moll  folemn  treaties  to  make  no 
infractions. 

That  it  will  pleafe  your  High 
MightinefTes  to  provide  fpeedily 
and  efticacioufly,  as  well  by  the 
moft  ferious  reprefentations  to  the 
Court  of  England,  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  diforders  committed,  and  to 
prevent  their  confequences,  by 
giving  a  fufficient  protection,  by 
the  means  of  the  (hips  of  war,  to 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of 
this  country,  in  luch  a  manner  as 
your  High  MightinefTes,  infpired 
by  your  acknowledged  wifdom, 
and  animated  by  paternal  regard 
and  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  this 
republic,  fhall  judge  proper. 


To  their  High  MightinefTes  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
States. 

A  MEMORIAL, 

Refpeftfully  prefenttd  by  the  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Owners  of  Ships  of  the 
Town  of  Rotterdam. 

*“Tp  HAT  very  lately  a  confider- 
able  number  of  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State,  and  bound  for  France,  have 
been  flopped  at  fea  either  by  the 
fhips  of  the  royal  marine  of  Eng¬ 
land,  or  by  commifiioned  fhips  of 
the  fame  nation,  and  afterwards 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  where  they  continue  to  be 
detained,  notwithftanding  the  bare 
Vol.  -XXII. 
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infpedion  of  the  confignments  and 
other  papers  found  on  board  the 
above  lhips  would  fufficiently  fhew 
that  they  were  not  laden  with  any 
fort  of  merchandize  under  the  denomi¬ 
nation  of  contraband  goods ,  fpecified 
by  the  third  article  of  the  Marine 
Treaty,  concluded  in  the  month 
of  December,  1674,  between  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain  and  this 
republic. 

That  this  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
nation,  the  fagrant  injufice  of 
which  tnight  be  very  eafly  proved 
by  an  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations , 
if  it  be  not  already  evident,  as 
Well  by  the  aforefaid  treaty  as  by 
the  Explanatory  Convention  of  1675, 
will  infallibly  accelerate  the  entire 
ruin  of  the  commerce  and  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Provinces,  if 
not  timely  and  efficacioufly  pre¬ 
vented. 

Notwithftanding  the  many  ar¬ 
guments  that  might  be  urged,  your 
memorialifts  will  not  trouble  your 
High  MightinefTes  with  all  the 
reafons  they  have  to  alledge  in 
proof  that  the  deflru&ion  of  our 
commerce  and  navigation  mult  fol¬ 
low,  as  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  of  the  unjuft  proceedings  of 
the  Englifh,  our  neighbours,  of 
which  there  is  no  occafjon  of  any 
further  proof,  it  having  already 
been  fully  reprefented  to  your 
High  MightinefTes. 

Your  memorialifts  therefore  only 
afTume  the  liberty  of  obferving  in 
very  few  words,  that  by  the  feizure 
of  their  fhips,  although  they  may 
afterwards  be  releafed  even  with 
indemnity,  the  neceftary  delays  in 
fuch  cafes  are  yet  highly  prejudicial, 
and  totally  ruinous  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  thefe  provinces. 

That,  during  the  detention  of 
the  merchandize,  the  commodities 
[D  dj  are 
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are  expofed  to  the  injury  of  the  fall 
of  markets,  and  the  merchants  are, 
befides,  in  that  interval,  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  furnifhing 
themfelves  in  return  with  fuch 
goods  as  they  intended  when  the 
fir  ft  cargoes  arrived  at  their  deftineft 
ports. 

In  fhort,  the  Dutch  fhips  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  tranfportation  of 
merchandize  to  France  and  elfe- 
where,  being  detained,  will,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  (the  refult  of  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings  out  of  the  queftion)  occa- 
fiomfewer  numbers  to  be  hired  in 
fuch  fervice  for  the  future. 

That  this  feizure  and  detention, 
are  not  only  in  themfelves  fuffi- 
cient  entirely  to  ruin  our  commerce 
and  navigation,  but  that  this  ruin 
will  be  more  rapidly  brought  on, 
whenever  it  fhall  pleafe  the  Eng- 
lifti  nation  to  make  a  fecond  ftride 
ofinjuftice,  and  having  feized  the 
fhips  bound  for  our  French  mer¬ 
chants,  or ,  from  France  to  this 
State,  they  have  only  to  declare 
them  legal  prizes. 

That  this  profpedl  is  ftill  more 
deplorable,  when  your  memorialifts 
refledi  on  the  regulation  given  by 
his  Chriftian  Majefty,  on  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  -neutral  Jhips ;  becaufe, 
although  that  Monarch  therein 
forbids  the  ftoppage  and  feizure  of 
neutral  fhips,  bound  to  or  from  an 
enemy’s  port,  he  neverthelefs  re- 
ferves  to  himfelf  a  right  of  revok¬ 
ing  that  edidl,  in  cafe  any  foreign 
power  Jhould  not  agree  to  the  fame 
regulation  r effecting  neutral  Jhips . 
From  hence  it  neceftarily  refults, 
that,  if  the  English  continue  to 
detain  and  feize  our  fhips  coming 
from  France,  or  going  thereto,  we 
may  expedl  the  fame  treatment 
from  the  French  with  regard  to 
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our  fhips  coming  from,  or  going 
to  Great  Britain,  and  by  thefe 
means,  and  to  the  total  ruin  of 
thefe  States,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  the  benefits  of  commerce  and 
navigation  with  both  countries. 

Your  memorialifts,  therefore, 
flatter  themfelves  that  your  High 
Mightineftes  will  find  thefe  reafons 
fufhciently  conclufive'to  juftify  the 
prefentation  of  this  memorial,  as 
alfo  that  your  High  Mightineftes 
will  take  fuch  meafures,  dictated 
by  your  ufual  wifdorn,  and  agree¬ 
able  to  the  protection  cf  the  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  order  to  fave  them  from 
that  total  ruin  with  which  they  are 
now  threatened. 


To  their  High  Mightineftes  the 
States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

A  M  E  M  O  R  I  A  L, 

Rcfpefffully  delivered  from  the  Mer¬ 
chants  >  Proprietors  of  Vejfels .  and 
Exchange  lnfurers ,  of  the  T ovens 
cf  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam,  and 
Dordrecht. 

1 1  'HAT  the  unjuft  procedure 
of  interrupting  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  republic,  for  a  confiderable 
time  paft,  by  Englijh  commijjioned 
flips,  as  well  as  by  the  fhips  and 
officers  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
has  put  many  proprietors  and 
others,  whofe  fhips  and  goods  have 
been  feized,  underthe  indifpenftble 
neceftity  of  calling  upon  the  i.nter- 
ceftion,  and  entreating  the  fatherly 
protedlion  of  your  High  Mighti¬ 
neftes,  in  order  to  obtain  a  reieafe 
of  the  fhips  and  cargoes  which  have 

been 
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Leen  thus  unjuftly  captured,  and 
detained. 

That  befides  a  great  number  of 
merchants  eftabiilhed  in  thefe 
towns,  as  well  as  others  through¬ 
out  the  provinces,  having  preSent- 
ed  a  refpe&ful  addrefs  to  your 
High  Mightinefles,  to  fee  thofe 
evils  redrefled,  of  which,  with 
great  reafon,  they  think  they  have 
a  right  to  complain,  your  memo- 
rialifts  flattered  themfelves,  that 
your  High  Mightinefles  letters  of 
recommendation  to  Count  Welderen , 
your  Envoy  Extraordinary*  and 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain,  fent  at  the  requeft 
of  the  reclaimants,  as  well  as  by  a 
general  notification  addrefled  by 
your  High  Mightinefles  to  Count 
Welderen,  in  order  for  him  to 
prefent  without  delay  the  moft  fe- 
rious  remonftrances  in  the  name  of 
your  High  Mightinefles,  as  well  to 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  as  to  his 
Minifters,  (in  which  your  memoria¬ 
lifts  acknowledged  with  gratitude 
the  paternal  care  of  your  High 
Mightinefles,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  ftate)  that, 
we  expected,  the  faid  letters  of 
recommendation  would  have  pro¬ 
duced  the  deflred  effeCt  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  the  Ships  fo  flopped  and 
fo  unjuftly  feized,  with  their  car¬ 
goes,  would  have  been  immediately 
Set  at  liberty. 

That  the  expences,  damages, 
and  interefls  occafioned  by  their 
detention,  would  have  been  de¬ 
frayed  to  the  fufferers,  and  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  date  would 
have  received  the  neceflary  afiu- 
rances,  that  they  could  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  carry  on  their  navigation 
and  commerce  with  that  freedom 
and  fafety  which  they  have  aright 
to  expeft,  as  well  from  the  com- 
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mon  rights  of  nature,  as  by  the 
moft  folemn  treaties  which  now 
exift  between  Great  Britain  and 
this  Republic  ;  and  that  your 
memorialifts  would  then  have  had 
every  reafon  to  believe,  that  the 
violence  hitherto  committed,  were 
the  a&s  of  private  perfons,  and 
committed  without  the  order  or 
permiflion  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  that  fo  far  from 
avoiding  them,  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  according  to  his  acknow¬ 
ledged  equity,  would  not  have 
made  the  leaft  difficulty  of  imme¬ 
diately  remedying;  them,  especially 
after  he  had  received  our  juft: 
complaints  from  the  hands  of  your 
High  Mightinefles. 

That  notwithftanding  your  me¬ 
morialifts,  with  great  regret,  per¬ 
ceive  that  all  the  reprefentations 
made  by,  or  on  the  part  of  your 
High  Mightinefles  on  this  fubjeft, 
have  only  produced  an  injunction 
from  the  Lords  of  the  Englilh  ad¬ 
miralty,  to  releafe  the  (hips  which 
were  not  laden  with  timber  or  rig¬ 
ging,  but  not  that  for  the  future, 
fuch  of  our  Ships  as  might  be  laden 
with  the  under-mentioned  articles 
Should  be  indemnified  from  cap^ 
ture,  and  fo  far  from  allowing  the 
leaft  damages  to  the  fufferers  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  fmall  number  of 
Ships  which  have  been  releafed, 
the  Englifh  continue  daily  to  de¬ 
tain  fuch  of  our  veffels  as  are  laden 
with  malls,  planks,  hemp,  and 
other  articles  for  Ship  building, 
coming  from  the  Baltic,  and  bound 
to  France. 

Your  memorialifts  are  alfo  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  intentions  of  the 
Britifh  Miniftry  are  to  order  a  con¬ 
fiscation  of  the  lading  of  all  fliips 
whofe  cargoes  they  Shall  deem  to 
belong  to  France  >  or  rather,  in  this 
[. D  d]  z  cafe 
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cafe,  where  they  (hall  think  that  this  State ;  and  during  the  fecond 
the  French  have  not  an  intereft  in  period,  near  twelve  miliions>  which 
the  veiTels,  to  order  them  to  be  is  fufaciently  proved  by  the  print- 
releafed,  but  to  retain  the  cargo,  ed  records  of  thofe  times,  and 
reimbursing  only  the  value,  and  which  are  laid  before  your  High 
paying  only  the  freightage  of  the  MightinefTes. 

fhips  according  to  the  fums  award-  Eefides,  the  value  of  the  cargoes 
ed.  contained  in  the  fhips  now  adtu- 

Under  this  confideration,  as  ally  detained  in  England,  amount 
they  cannot  but  allow,  that  on  the  already  to  a  very  confiderable 
ene  hand  this  mode  of  arguing,  fum,  which  is  not  only  excluded 
and  this  manner  of  adting,  by  the  from  circulation,  but  the  total  lofs 
Britifh  Miniftrv,  are  diametrically  of  it,  or  of  great  part  of  it,  if 
eppofite  to  the  reciprocal  obliga-  fuch  proceedings  continue  under 
tions  which  bind  the  two  nations,  the  frivolous  pretext  that  it  belongs 
the  rights  of  men,  as  fandlioned  to  the  French ,  and  is ,  under  that 
by  the  law's  of  nature  and  nations,  defeription,  to  be  conffcated ,  will 
as  well  as  to  the  marine  treaty  of  fall  almoft  entirely  on  the  Dutch 
the  nth  of  December,  1674,  in  merchants,  afiurers,  &c.  to  which 
particular;  on  which,  hotwith-  we  muft  again  add,  the  prodigious 
landing  this  republic  hath  not  on  damage  occauoned  to  the  owners 
her  part  made  the  leaft  infradtion,  of  fhips  by  the  delay  of  fuch  vef- 
and  that  fuch  procedures  muft  fels,  the  continua-nce  of  wages  and 
evidently  wound  and  even  deftroy  provifions  during  the  detention,  as 
thofe  rules  of  equity  and  good  well  as  the  ftoppage  of  the  naviga- 
faith,  from  which  civilized  nations  tion  during  the  interval, 
ought  not  to  depart;  fo,  on  the  Further,  the  Teamen  on  board 
other  hand,  if  the  Englifh  Minif-  fuch  veiTels,  and  who  are  fo  ef- 
try  fhould  obftinately  perfift  in  fehtial  to  this  republic,  will  either 
fuch  an  unjuft  condudi,  the  confe-  efcape  or  be  /educed  into  the  fervice 
quences  muft  neceffarily  bring  on,  of  Great  Britain.  In  fhort,  if  the 
not  only  the  total  ruin  of  a  great  inhabitants  of  this  republic  are 
number  of  your  memorialifts,  who  prevented  from  freely  navigating 
are  immediately  interefted,  but  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  faith 
alfo  the  intire  decline  of  the  com-  of  treaties,  their  vefiels  will  be 
merce  and  navigation  of  all  the  lefs  employed  than  the  fhips  of  any 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  on  other  nation,  on  \yhom  the  Eng- 
which  the  welfare,  profperity,  and  lifh  dare  not  impofe  the  fame  re- 
prefervation  of  the  ftate  entirely  ftridiive  law  ;  confequently  the 
depend.  fhips  of  the  latter  will  be  employ- 

Thefe  evils  have  been  exem-  ed  in  tranfporting  the  goods  and 
plified  in  former  times,  but  parti-  merchandize,  the  exportation  and 
cularly  in  the  years  1746,  1747,  vend  of  which,  interefts  as  much 
and  1748,  and  from  1756  to  1758.  the  inhabitants  of  the  north,  as 
In  the  hr  ft  period  we  may  eftimate  their  beneficial  importation  from 
a  lois  of  upwards  of  twenty  mil-  the  fouth  of  Europe. 
lions,  caufed  by  the  Englifh  on  The  confideration  of  all  thefe 
the  commerce  and  navigation  qpf  objedts  colledlively  determined 

your 
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your  memorialifts  again  to  add  refs 
your  High  Mightineffes,  and  to 
implore  once  more  your  fovereign 
and  efficacious  protection.  Their 
memorials  are  founded  upon  well 
grounded  apprehenfions  of  inevit¬ 
able  ruin,  not  only  to  themfelves, 
but  to  the  State  at  large,  if  the 
Engliffi  Miniitry  obftinately  perfift 
in  their  prefent  proceedings  to¬ 
wards  our  ffiips. 

Finally,  your  memorialifts  firmly 
believe,  that  this  Sta*e  is  neither  de¬ 
ficient  in  power,  nor  that  her  inhabi¬ 
tants  want  inclination  or  courage  to 
maintain  the  independency  of  their  re¬ 
public  againfi  all  unjufi  violence  ; 
and  they  aljo  look  on  it  as  infufierable, 
that  a  nation  which  owes  the  fiecurity 
and  prejervaiion  ofi  her  civil  and  re¬ 
ligious  lib.rties  to  the  afiji fiance  and 
co-operation  ofi  this  republic,  and 
which  ctherwife  is  united  with  her 
by  ties  ofi  mutual  and  pofitive  intcrefi , 
Jhould  dare ,  againfi  the  firfi  prin¬ 
ciples  of  natural  equity ,  againfi  all 
rides  ofi  right ,  adopted  by  all  civilized 
nations ,  and  againfi  the  faith  of  all 
fiolemn  treaties ,  for  the  reajon  only  of 
convenience  ;  that  this  very  na¬ 
tion ,  vje  fay,  Jhould  dare  to  caufe  Jo 
much  trouble  and  prejudice  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this  re¬ 
public ,  and  that  in  fo  notorious  a 
manner,  that  the  total  ruin  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  the  entire  decay  of  trade , 
as  well  as  of  navigation,  mufi  be  the 
final  rejult  of  their  conduct. 


A  MEMORIAL, 

Delivered  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorkc,  to 
the  Deputies  of  the  States  Gene¬ 
ral,  on  the  zid  of  November, 
1778. 

HEIR  High  Mightiness 
will  have  received,  by  the 
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anfwer  from  Lord  Suffolk,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Principal  Secretaries 
of  State,  to  the  Count  Welderen, 
dated  the  19th  of  October,  the 
moft  convincing  proofs  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  friendfhip  towards  them. 

After  an  explicit  detail  cf  the 
hoftile  and  unprecedented  conduct 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
which  conduft  occafioned  the 
feeming  irregularity  of  tue  Court 
of  Great  Britain,  in  feizing  the 
fhips  appertaining  to  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  bound  to  the  ports  of  France, 
the  meafure  hath  been  fully  ex¬ 
plained  on  the  principles  of  necef- 
fuy  and  felf-defence,  againfi  an 
enemy  who  hath  ever  a&ed  co¬ 
vertly  and  by  furprize. — The  mo¬ 
deration  and  equity  of  the  Ring 
my  mafter,  would  not  permit  him 
to  difregard  the  complaints  of  the 
fubjedts  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nefles,  from  the  moment  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  poffibility  to  renew  them: 
It  is  for  this  reafon  that  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  declared  his  intention  to 
releafe  the  Dutch  veffels,  under 
conditions  the  moft  amicable  and 
the  leaft  difadvantageous,  as  far  as 
circumftances  will  admit.  The 
war,  however,  ftil!  continues,  and 
the  active  endeavours  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  pufh  matters  to  extremity, 
obliges  his  Majefty  to  guard  againfi 
the  danger.  He  wifhes,  never- 
thelefs,  to  involve  his  good  neigh¬ 
bours  and  allies  as  little  as  poffible  ; 
and  although  France  has  even 
threatened  to  invade  his  Majefty’s 
dominions  and  territories,  having, 
for  that  purpofe,  affembled  nume¬ 
rous  armies  on  their  coaft,  the 
King,  my  mafter,  ftiil  forbears  to 
claim  fuch  fuccour  from  their 
High  Mightineffes  as  they  are 
bound  to  grant,  by  the  moft  ex¬ 
plicit  andfolemn  treaties,  whenever 

[Z>4J  3  fuch 
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fuch  fuccours  may  be  on  his  part  you  to  allure  their  High  Mighti- 
required,  namely,  the  treaty  of  neftes,  that  as  well  from  my  being 
1678,  and  the  feparate  article  of  authorifed  by  his  Majefty,  as  from 
17 16;  his  Majefty  confines  him---'  my  being  perfon ally  difpofed,  after 
felf  for  the  .prefent  folely  to  lay  a  refidence  in  this  country  of  27 
before  their  High  Mightineftes  the  years,  their  High  Mightineftes 
flats  of  affairs,  the  motive  of  his  will  find  in  me  every  readinefs  to 


conduit,  and  the  neceffity  he  finds 
himfelf  under  to  take  meafures  for 
his  own  defence,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  dominions. 

It  is  only  with  this  view  that  I 
am  ordered  by  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  to  propofe  to  their  High 
Mightineftes  a  conference,  to  con- 
fid  er  of  the  moft  proper  means  to¬ 
wards  an  amicable  regulation  of 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  in  fu¬ 
ture,  refpeCting  fuch  articles  as  his 
Majefty,  without  yielding  to  his 
enemies,  cannot  poffibly  fuffer 
them  to  be  fupplied  with.  It  can¬ 
not  have  efcaped  the  attention  of 
their  High  Mightineftes,  that  Lord 
Suffolk  in  explaining  his  Majefty’s 
fentiments  to  Count  Welderen, 
fully  demonftrated  the  King’s  fin- 
cere  defire  to  pay  the  ftriCteft  re¬ 
gard  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  as  far  as 
they  do  not  direCtly  tend  to  expofe 
him  to  imminent  danger.  It  is  by 
no  means  his  intention,  nor  is  it 
his  wifh,  to  caufe  the  leaft  inter¬ 
ruption  to  the  commerce  of  Hol¬ 
land,  ufually  carried  on  with 
France,  excepting  warlike  and 
naval  ftores,  and  even  this  reftric- 
tion  fhall  be  enjoyed  with  equity, 
and,  I  am  confident,  with  every 
poffible  degree  of  generofity. 

I  therefore,  in  obedience  to  my 
fnftruCtions,  hav.e  taken  the  liberty 
to  requefl  an  audience,  to  know 
whether,  in  confequence  of  the 
anfwer  delivered  to  Count  Wel¬ 
deren,  their  High  Mightineftes 
are  refolved  to  open  a  conference 
with  me  ?  On  my  part,  I  intreat 


attend  to  their  complaints,  and 
regard  for  their  welfare;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  in  the  courfe  of 
the  conference  I  fhall  convince 
them,  that  whatever  forced  and 
affected  turn  may  have  been  given  to 
the  conduct  of  my  Court,  it  has 
been  founded  on  the  juftice,  mo¬ 
deration,  and  neceffity  of  our  fili¬ 
ation.  In  expectation  of  the  de¬ 
cision  of  their  High  Mightineftes 
on  what  I  have  laid  before  them, 
I  truft  that  their  known  equity 
and  friendfhip  towards  his  Majef¬ 
ty,  agreeable  tc  their  recent  affu- 
rances  by  their  Envoy,  will  prove 
fufficient  not  to  authorize  their 
fubjeCts  to  carry  naval  ftores,  under, 
convoy,  to  France,  as  being  the 
moft  dangerous  objeCt  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  Great  Britain. 


A  MEMORIAL, 

P  refuted  by  his  Excellency  the  Dube 
de  Vauguyon,  Ambajfador  of 
France  to  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries, 

^~T~^HE  opinion  which  the  King 
j[  my  m after  hath  entertained, 
that  your  High  Mightineftes,  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  defire  of  perpetu¬ 
ating  the  perfect  harmony  which 
fubfifts  between  France  and  the 
States  General,  will,  in  the  prefent 
circumftances,  fcrupuloufly  adhere 
to  the  principles  of  abfolute  neu¬ 
trality,  has  induced  his  Majefty  to 
comprehend  the  United  Provinces 
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in  the  regulation  which  was  made 
in  the  month  of  July  Iaft,  concern¬ 
ing  the  commerce  and  navigation 
of  neutral  powers, 

His  Majefty  has  ftiil  lefs  reafon 
to  doubt  the  perfeverance  of  your 
High  Mightinefles  in  thefe  princi¬ 
ples,  after  fo  many  affurances 
given  in  claiming  their  captures, 
which  are  the  foundation  and  gua¬ 
rantee  of  the  folid  repofe  and  pro- 
fperity  of  the  Republic.  But  his 
Majefty,  notwithftanding,  wifties 
to  procure  on  this  head  a  more  cer¬ 
tain  afturance,  and  it  is  with  this 
view  that  his  Majefty  has  ordered 
me  to  demand  of  your  High  Migh- 
tineftes  a  clear  and  fpeciiic  expla¬ 
nation  of  your  ulterior  determina¬ 
tions,  and  fo  to  ftate  them,  that 
Ins  Majefty  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  they  tend  to  main¬ 
tain  or  annul  the  reciprocal  regu¬ 
lations  which  his  Majefty  would 
wilh  to  confolidate. 

The  better  to  explain  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  views  and  intentions  to  your 
High  Mightineftes,  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  notifying  to  you,  that  the 
King  my  mailer  flatters  himfelf, 
that  your  anfwer  to  this  Pvlemorial 
will  preferve  to  the  flag  of  the 
United  Provinces,  all  the  liberty 
which  of  right  belongs  to  them  as 
an  independent  State,  and  to  their 
commerce  all  the  refpeft  which  is 
due  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  the 
faith  of  treaties. 

The  leaft  derogation  from  thofe 
principles  of  neutrality  you  have 
profefted,  will  betray  a  partiality, 
the  confequences  of  which  will  in¬ 
cur  the  neceffityof  putting  an  end 
to  not  only  the  advantages  which 
his  Majefty  promifes  to  your  flag 
in  cafe  of  a  ftri&  obfervance  of 
neutrality,  but  alfo  the  eftential 
favours  and  benefits  which  the 
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commerce  of  the  United  Provinces 
enjoy  in  all  the  ports  of  his  king¬ 
dom.  , 

This  Memorial  is  prefenteft 
without  any  other  motive,  than  to 
fhew  the  good  will  and  affection  of 
his  Majefty  for  your  High  Migh- 
tineffes. 

Hague ,  Dec.  8,  1778. 


Order  of  the  French  King’s  Couir- 
cil  of  State,  which  is  to  take 
place  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1779,  anc*  revokes,  with  refpedt 
to  the  fubje&s  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries, 
(the  City  of  Amfterdam  except¬ 
ed)  all  the  advantages  given, 
by  the  firft  article  of  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  26th  of  July,  1778, 
to  the  navigation  of  neutral  vef- 
fels  :  directs  alfo,  that  all  Hol¬ 
land  veftels  fhall  proviftonaliy 
execute  the  firft,  fecoud,  third* 
fourth,  and  fifth  articles  of  the 
regulation  of  the  21ft  of  Odo- 
ber,  1744  ;  fubjeding  the  faid 
veftels  to  the  payment  of  duties 
on  freightage,  and  to  the  mak¬ 
ing  a  new  entry. 

January  14,  1779. 

Extrafi  from  the  Regijiers  of  ths 
Council  of  State. 

p H E  King  having  declared, 
j[  by  his  regulation  of  the  26th 
of  July  laft,  concerning  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  neutral  veftels,  that  he 
referved  to  himfelf  the  power  of 
revoking  the  liberty  granted  by  the 
firft  article,  in  cafe  the  belligerent 
powers  fhould  not  grant  the  like 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ; 
and  his  Majefty,  judging  it  pro¬ 
per  to  make  known  his  intentions, 
relative  to  the  veftels  belonging  to 
[Z>  d]  4  the 
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the  fubje&s  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low 
Countries,  has  in  council  ordered 
and  declared  as  follows : 

Article  the  ift. 

The  Republic  of  the  United 
Provinces  not  having  obtained  of 
the  Court  of  London  the  liberty 
of  navigation,  equal  to  that  which 
the  King  had  conditionally  pro- 
mifed  to  their  flag,  and  which 
their  treaties  with  England  fhould 
fecure  to  them,  his  Majefty  re¬ 
vokes,  with  refpeCt  to  the  fubje&s 
of  the  faid  Republic,  the  advan- 
tages  granted  by  the  firil  article, 
concerning  the  commerce  and  na¬ 
vigation  of  neutral  {hips  ;  and  in 
confequence  declares  it  his  plea- 
fure,  that  the  veflels  of  the  faid 
Republic  lhall  proviflonallyexecute 
the  firil:,  fecond,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  articles  of  the  regulation 
of  the  2 1  ft  of  OClober,  1744. 

2.  His  Majefty  further  declares, 
that  from  the  date  of  the  26th  of 
January,  1 779,  the  veflels  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fubjeCls  of  the  faid 
Republic,  fhall  pay  the  duty  on 
freightage,  as  is  eftablifhed  by  the 
ordinances  and  regulations,  and 
particularly  by  the  declaration  of 
the  24th  of  November,  1750,  and 
the  order  of  Council  of  the  1 6th 
of  July,  17  57  ;  his  Majefty  referr¬ 
ing  to  himfelf  the  power  of  lay¬ 
ing,  when  he  pleafes,  new  duties 
on  the  commodities  of  the  United 
Provinces,  and  the  productions  of 
their  manufactures. 

3.  His  Majefty,  however,  conli- 
dering  that  the  city  of  Arnfterdam 
has  made  the  moft  patriotic  exer¬ 
tions,  to  perfuade  the  Republic  to 
procure,  from  the  Court  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  fecurity  of  that  unlimit¬ 
ed  liberty,  which  belongs  to  their 


flag,  in  confequence  of  her  inde¬ 
pendence  and  integrity  of  com¬ 
merce,  which  the  rights  of  nations 
and  treaties  fecure  to  her ;  and 
his  Majefty,  defirous  of  giving  the 
faid  city  a  ftriking  example  of  his 
benevolence,  has  referved  to  the 
{hips  freighted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Arnfterdam,  the  liberty  pro- 
mifed  by  the  firft  article  of  the 
regulation  of  the  26th  of  July  laft, 
concerning  the  navigation  of  neu¬ 
tral  veflels,  as  well  as  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  of  freightage  ; 
except  fuch  veflels  as  are  employed 
in  the  French  coafting  trade,  which 
lhall  continue  to  be  fubjeCl  to  the 
order  of  Council  of  the  16th  of 
July,  1757.  His  Majefty  further 
referves  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
faid  city,  the  advantages  granted 
to  their  own  commodities,  and  the 
productions  of  their  manufactures, 
conformably  to  what  is  at  prefent 
praCtifed. 

4.  To  fecure  to  the  veflels  of 
Arnfterdam,  exclufively,  the  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  advantages  granted 
in  the  preceding  article,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  declares,  that  the  captains  of 
the  faid  veflels  fhall  be  fupplied 
with  a  certificate  from  the  Com¬ 
miflary  of  the  Marine  eftablifhed 
at  Arnfterdam,  and  an  atteftation 
of  the  magiftrates  of  the  faid  city, 
aflerting:  that  the  veflels  were  aCtu- 
ally  freighted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  and  that  they  went 
direCtly  from  their  port  for  the 
place  they  were  bound  to. 

5.  The  faid  Captains  lhall  be 
bound,  on  their  return,  to  appear 
before  the  faid  Commiflary  of  the 
Marine,  and  to  give  fufficient 
proof,  that  he  landed  his  cargo  in 
no  other  port  or  harbour  of  the 
Republic  than  that  of  Arnfterdam. 
His  Majefty  aifo  enjoins  the  faid 
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commiffary,  to  refufe  in  future 
any  new  certificate  to  thofe,  who 
fhall  not  be  provided  with  good 
proof  of  their  integrity,  or  who 
fhall  be  convi&ed  of  having  landed 
their  cargo  in  any  other  port  or 
harbour  of  the  republic. 

6.  His  Majefty  efpecially  com¬ 
mands  his  ambaifador  to  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  ftri&ly  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  due  observance  of  this 
order. 

His  Majefty  orders  and  com¬ 
mands  the  Duke  de  Penthievre, 
Admiral  of  France,  to  fign  the 
execution  of  the  prefen t  order, 
which  fhall  be  entered  on  the  re- 
gifte  rs  of  the  Admiralty,  and  from 
whence  all  the  neceifary  letters 
fhall  be  difpatched. 

Given  in  the  King’s  Council  of 
State,  his  Majefty  being  preft-nt, 
held  at  Verfailies,  Jan.  14,  1779. 

(Signed) 

De  Sartine. 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  to  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces. 


C  i 


1 


High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

‘HE  King  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  from*  the  fnendfhip 
he  has  for  your  High  MightinefTes, 
and  taking  into  consideration  the 
regard  reciprocally  between  Sove¬ 
reigns,  has  hitherto  forebore  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  negociation  which 
has  been  carrying-  on  relative  to 
the  protection  to  be  given  to  the 
transportation  of  all  forts  of  naval 
Stores  during  the  war,  which  is 
actually  carrying  on  between  your 
High  Mightineffes  and  France ;  but 
the  laft  proceedings  of  the  French 

1  O 

smbaffador  forbid  his  keeping  fi- 
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lence  any  longer,  and  his  Majefty 
would  think  he  wronged  the  an¬ 
cient  leagues  between  his  crown 
and  your  High  Mightineffes,  if  he 
did  not  inform  them  to  what 
danger  they  will  expofe  them- 
felves,  by  liftening  to  propofals 
which  will  oblige  them  to  in¬ 
fringe  a  neutrality  which  they 
have  fo  often  declared  they  wifhed 
to  Support,  and  which  at  once  at¬ 
tack  their  independence,  fap  the 
bafis  of  their  government,  and 
threaten  nothing  lefs  than  their 
difunion. 

“  Your  High  Mightineffes  are 
too  well  inflru&ed  not  to  feel  that 


a  foreign  power,  who  takes  upon 
itfelf  the  right  of  granting  parti¬ 
cular  favours  to  part  of  your  go¬ 
vernment  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
reft,  can  have  no  other  view  than  to 
fow  difcord,  and  to  break  the  ties 
which  unite  yon;  and  that  if  other 
powers  were  to  follow  the  fame  ex¬ 
ample,  the  republic  would  be 
torn  to  pieces  by  an  internal  corn- 
bullion,  and  an  univerfal  anarchy 
would  Succeed. 

“  Thus  far  the  intereft  only  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  feems  con¬ 
cerned  ;  but  when  we  perceive 
that  the  end  of  all  thefe  intrigues 
is  manifeftly  defigned  to  caufe  the 
republic  to  quarrel  with  the  King, 
and  to  bring  on  a  war  between 
your  High  Mightineffes  and  Great 
Britain,  under  the  feducing  pre¬ 
tence  of  a  perfetf  neutrality  and 
the  intereft  of  trade,  the  King  can 
no  longer  remain  an  indifferent 
fpedftator,  but  finds  himfelf  oblig¬ 
ed  to  lay  before  your  High  Migh- 
tmefies  the  danger  into  which 
France  willies  to  plunge  you. 

“  What  right  has  France  to 
dnftate  to  your  High  Mightineffes 
the  arrangements  you  ought  to 

make 
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make  with  England  ?  When  and 
how  has  that  court  obtained  any 
fetch  right  ?  The  treaty  which  your 
High  Might) neffes  do,  and  which 
the  King  might  reclaim,  contains 
nothing  of  that  kind  ;  it  muft 
therefore  be  fought  for  in  the  am¬ 
bitious  views  of  that  power,  which 
has  made  a  league  with  the  rebels 
of  America,  and  now  endeavours 
to  bring  other  Hates  into  it  with 
them. 

“  In  Gdober  laft  the  King,  in 
an  amicable  manner,  communi¬ 
cated  his  Situation  and  fentiments 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  by  a 
memorial  delivered  to  your  Envoy, 
Count  Welderen,  by  the  late  Lord 
Suffolk,  in  which  he  explained  his 
views,  and  the  neceffity  he  was 
under  to  defend  himfelf  againft  an 
enemy,  who  had  attacked  him  by 
ferprize  in  an  unjuft  manner;  and 
although  that  enemy  has  gone  fo 
far  as  to  dictate  to  your  High 
Mightineffes,  what  they  were  to 
do  during  the  prefent  troubles ; 
his  Majefty,  far  from  imitating 
any  fuch  arbitrary  condud,  only 
propofed  to  your  High  Mighti- 
neffes  to  confer  with  his  ambaffa- 
dor  upon  what  was  moft  proper 
to  be  done  for  the  iecurity,  &c.  of 
the  two  countries.  Your  High 
M  ightineffes,  it  is  true,  to  my 
great  regret,  thought  proper  to 
decline  this  offer,  and  to  infill 
upon  the  literal  and  ftrid:  ob- 
fervance  of  a  treaty  which  you 
yourfelves  muft  fee  is  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  Great  Britain, 
and  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  fti- 
pulations  of  all  the  future  treaties 
between  the  two  nations. 

■ e  What  objed  can  be  more  im¬ 
portant,  more  indifpenftble,  than 
that  of  depriving  the  enemy  of  any 
materials  which  may  enable  them 


to  redouble  their  efforts  during-  the 
war  ?  and  how  can  a  protedion ,  of 
thofe  materials  be  reconciled  to  the 
alliances  fo  often  renewed  between 
the  two  nations,  or  with  the  af- 
furances  of  friendfhip,  which  your 
High  Mightiness  are  continually 
profeffing  to  the  King?  To  pre¬ 
vent  future  bad  confequences,  and 
to  affure  the  republic  of  the  une¬ 
quivocal  friendfhip  his  Majefty  en¬ 
tertains  for  this  republic,  the 
King  has  ordered  me  to  affure 
your  High  Mightineffes  of  the  ar¬ 
dent  deft  re  he  has  to  cultivate  good 
harmony  between  the  two  nations, 
to  renew  the  promifes  he  made  to 
them  to  maintain  the  liberties  of 
legal  trade  to  their  fubjeds,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  orders  given  to  the 
King’s  fhips  and  privateers,  not- 
withftanding  the  advantage  that 
may  refult  from  it  to  the  enemy  ; 
but  his  Majefty  orders  me  to  add, 
that  he  cannot  depart  from  the 
neceffity  he  is  under  of  excluding 
the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores 
to  the  ports  of  France,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  timber,  even  if  they  are 
efcorted  by  men  of  war. 

“  The  example  which  France 

has  fet  of  favouring-  fome  members 

£> 

of  the  republic  to  the  detriment 
of  others,  fo  diredly  contrary  to 
the  union  and  independence  of 
your  Fligh  Mightineffes,  the  King 
hopes  never  to  be  obliged  to  fol¬ 
low,  unlefs  a  condefcenfion  to  the 
views  of  France  obliges  him  to 
take  that  method  of  making  amends 
to  thofe  members  of  the  republic 
who  are  hurt  by  the  partiality  of 
his  enemies.  His  Majefty  always 
thought  it  derogatory  from  the 
dignity  of  fovereignty  to  fow  dif- 
cord  in  any  neighbouring  Hates. 

The  laft  edid  publifhed  by 
the  ccmrt  of  France,  which  ex^ 
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cepts  the  cities  of  Am  Herd  am  and 
Hacrlem  from  certain  duties  im- 
pofed  on  the  other  members  of  the 
republic,  to  punifh  them  for  hav¬ 
ing  made  ufe  of  that  fovereign 
right  which  belongs  to  them,  can¬ 
not  but  fhew  all  Europe  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  have  engaged  France 
to  league  with  America. 

“  The  King  is  always  ready  to 
do  all  in  his  power  for  the  advan¬ 
tage  and  tranquility  of  the  fubjeCts 
of  the  republic,  provided  it  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  interefts  of 
his  kingdoms. 

“  Fie  flatters  himfelf,  that  your 
High  Mightinefles  will,  on  this 
occafion,  confult  your  true  in- 
terefls,  without  fufl'ering  your- 
felves  to  be  intimidated  by  foreign 
views,  and  that  you  will  co-operate 
by  that  means  to  keep  up  the  good 
intelligence  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  and  that  his  Majefty  may 
never  be  oblig-ed  to  take  other 
meafures  towards  the  republic, 
than  thofe  which  friendlhip  and 
good  harmony  may  dictate. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke.” 

Hague,  April  9,  1 779. 


Ordinance  of  the  French  King's 
Council  of  State ,  refpe Sting  the 
Sufpenfion  of  the  Order  to  colic  Si 
the  Duties  of  Freightage ,  and  fif¬ 
teen  per  Cent .  upon  the  Ships  of  the 
Pro  vince  of  Holland  exclufuely . 

July  3,  1779. 

ExtraSl  from  the  Regifers  of  the 
Council  of  State. 

THE  King,  by  the  orders  of 
his  council  of  the  14th  of 
January,  the  27th  of  April,  and 
the  5th  of  June  laft,  having  qr~ 
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dered  to  be  collected,  in  all  the 
ports  of  his  kingdom,  not  only 
the  right  of  freightage,  but  affo 
that  of  fifteen  per  cent,  as  weli  upon 
the  fhips  of  Holland  as  thofe  of 
the  other  Provinces,  and  upon  the 
merchandize  with  which  they  fhall 
be  laden,  excepting  from  thofe 
difpofitions,  the  cities  of  Amiter- 
dam  and  Harlem  ;  and  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  being  willing  to  grant  the 
fame  exception  to  the  whole  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Holland,  the  Sieur  Mo¬ 
reau  de  Beaumont,  Counfellor  of 
State  in  Ordinary,  and  of  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Finances, 
has  made  the  following  report: 
The  King,  being  prefent  in  his 
council,  has  ordered,  and  does  or¬ 
der,  that  the  execution  of  the  or¬ 
dinances  of  the  14th  of  January, 
the  27th  of  April,  and  the  5  th  of 
June,  fhall  be  fufpended,  until  a 
new  order  to  the  contrary,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  faid  Province  of  HoK 
land  exclufively;  provided  never- 
thelefs,  the  captains  of  fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  faid  Province  be 
furnilhed  with  a  certificate,  either 
from  the  Commiflary  of  Marine  at 
Amfterdam,  or  from  the  Marine 
Agent  at  Rotterdam,  to  prove  that 
the  faid  fhips  really  belonged  to  a 
citizen  of  the  faid  Province,  and 
that  their  ladings  confided  of  arti¬ 
cles  of  their  own  growth,  fifhery, 
manufactures,  and  commerce.  His 
Majefty  commands  and  enjoins  his 
Intendants  and  Commiftaries  in  his 
Provinces,  to  attend  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  prefent  ordinance. 
Given  in  the  King’s  Council  of 
State,  held  at  Verfailles,  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  being  prefent,  the  3d  day  of 
July,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feven ty-nine. 

(Signed) 

De  SartinEo 
Memo - 
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Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
York,  Ambaffador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  to  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Low  Countries,  on  the  zzd  of 
July,  1779. 

44  High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

Ci  QTNCE  France,  by  the  de- 
i3  cla  ration  made  at  London 
on  the  13th  of  March  lad  year, 
fully  difcovered  the  vad  and  dan¬ 
gerous  deigns  which  the  Family 
Compact  had  before  announced 
to  Europe,  this  part  of  the  world 
mud  bear  witnefs  to  the  wifdom 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  who  endeavoured 
to  ward  off  the  calamities  of  war, 
avoiding,  as  much  as  podible,  en¬ 
gaging  his  neighbours  and  allies. 

4 *  A  conduit  like  this,  founded 
in  the  mod  pointed  moderation, 
deemed  fo  much  to  embolden  the 
court  of  Verfailles,  that  after  per- 
fidioufly  encouraging  of  rebel  fub- 
jeffo,  under  the  mafic  of  liberty, 
commerce,  and  independence,  to 
plunge  a  poignard  into  the  heart 
of  their  mother  country ;  France, 
not  contented  with  fo  holtile  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  has,  without  any  na¬ 
tional  quarrel,  drawn  Spain  into 
its  views,  and,  without  any  plau- 
irble  reafons  to  colour  the  deiign, 
is  making  every  preparation  that 
an  imperious  difpofition  can  dic¬ 
tate  to  invade  the  Britilh  idands. 

44  On  the  news  of  thefe  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  great  preparations, 
your  High  Mightineffes  cannot  but 
juilify  the  prefling  and  reiterated 
inftances  which  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  could  not  but  make  to 
you,  relative  to  the  naval  arma- 
ment;  and  the  notorious  danger 


of  England  will  no  doubt  con¬ 
vince  all  the  fubjefls  of  thefe  Pro¬ 
vinces,  who  have  hitherto  fpoke 
again  ft  it,  of  the  neceflity  of  this 
requeft  of  my  court. 

44  But  thofe  motives,  which 
were  only  palliatives  to  prevent  an 
evil,  are  now  out  of  feafon  ;  the 
danger  is  become  imminent,  and 
the  remedy  mud  be  fpeedy.  The 
ftipuiations  of  a  treaty,  founded 
on  the  interefcs  of  trade  only,  mud 
give  way  to  thofe  founded  on  the 
deareft  intereds  of  the  two  nations. 
The  moment  is  come  to  decide 
whether  Great  Britain,  who  has 
fpilt  fo  much  blood,  and  expended 
fo  much  treafure  to  fuccour  others, 
and  to  maintain  liberty  and  reli¬ 
gion,  is  to  have  no  other  refources 
againft  the  malice  and  envy  of  her 
enemies,  than  her  own  courage, 
and  her  own  internal  ftrerigth  ; 
whether  die  is  to  be  abandoned  by 
her  mod  antient  friends  and  allies, 
to  the  mod  ambitious  views  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  which  would 
crufli  all,  to  reign  oyer  all;  and 
whether  Europe  in  general,  and 
your  High  Mightineffes  in  parti¬ 
cular,  will  with  indifference  fee  a 
fyftem  edablifhed,  which  will  evi¬ 
dently  deilroy  that  equilibrium 
which  is  the  only  guarantee  of 
your  commerce,  liberty,  and  even 
exidence  itfelf. 

44  The  King,  High  and  Mighty 
Lords,  has  too  high  an  opinion  of 
the  underltanding,  the  good  faith, 
and  the  wifdom  of  the  republic,  to 
doubt  a  moment  of  the  fentiments 
of  your  High  Mightineffes  on  this 
occafion.  A  nation  whofe  hiftory 
contains  fcarce  any  thing  but  the 
detail  of  the-  dangers  which  the 
ambition  of  France  fuccedively 
created,  whore  bed  days  began 
with  their  union  with  England : 
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in  fhort,  a  nation  accuftomed  to 
exadl  the  literal  execution  of  a  hard 
treaty,  has  too  much  generofity 
rot  to  fulfil  thofe  which  have  unit¬ 
ed  the  interefts  of  the  two  nations 
upwards  of  a  century. 

**  It  is  in  this  perfuafion,  joined 
to  all  that  is  held  moil:  facred 
among  men,  that  the  under-writ¬ 
ten  AmbafTador  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  exprefs  or¬ 
der,  the  honour  to  notify  to  your 
High  MightinefTes,  that  the  dan¬ 
ger  which  threatens  his  kingdoms, 
necefiitates  his  Majefty  to  reclaim, 
without  lofs  of  time,  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  in  the  treaties  of  1678, 
and  others,  and  of  which  the  Ca/us 
Fcederis  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the 
feparate  article  of  1716.  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  experts  the  fame  with  confi¬ 
dence  from  a  neighbour  who  has 
never  failed  in  his  engagements, 
and  for  the  reft  confides  in  the  di¬ 
vine  benedidtion  on  the  juftnefs  of 
his  caufe,  and  on  the  fidelity  and 
valour  of  his  fubjedts. 

i(  The  underwritten  waits  with 
the  greateft  impatience  for  a  juft, 
fpeedy,  and  favourable  anfwer, 
and  is  ready  to  confer  with  the  de¬ 
puties  of  your  High  MightinefTes 
on  what  fteps  are  further  neceftary 
to  be  taken. 

(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke.” 

Hague ,  July  22,  1779. 


Reflations  of  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  relative  to  Paul  Jones’*  Squa¬ 
dron  and  Prizes ,  delivered  to  the 
EngliBi  Amhajfador  at  the  Hague, 
on  the  z^th  of  October ,  1779* 


THAT  their  High  Mighti¬ 
ness  being  informed  that 


three  frigates  had  lately  arrived  at 
the  Texel,  namely,  two  French 
and  one  called  an  American,  com¬ 
manded  by  Paul  Jones,  bringing 
with  them  two  prizes  taken  by 
them  in  the  open  fea,  and  called 
the  Serapis  and  the  Countefs  of 
Scarborough,  deferibed  in  the  am- 
baffador’s  memorial.  That  their 
High  MightinefTes  having  for  a 
century  paft  ftridily  obferved  the 
following  maxim,  and  notified  the 
fame  by  placards,  viz.  that  they 
will  in  no  refpedl  whatever  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illega¬ 
lity  of  the  adlions  of  thofe  who 
have  on  the  open  fea  taken  any 
veffels  which  do  not  belong  to  this 
country,  and  bring  them  into  any 
of  the  ports  of  this  republic  ;  that 
they  only  open  their  ports  to  them 
to  give  them  fhelter  from  ftorms 
or  other  difafters  ;  and  that  they 
oblige  them  to  put  to  fea  again 
with  their  prizes  without  unload¬ 
ing  or  difpofing  of  their  cargoes, 
but  letting  them  remain  exadtly  as 
when  they  arrived.  That  their 
High  MightinefTes  will  not  exa¬ 
mine  whether  the  prizes  taken  by 
the  three  frigates  in  queftion  belong 
to  the  French  or  the  Americans, 
or  whether  they  are  legal  or  illegal 
prizes,  but  leave  all  that  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  proper  judges, 
and  will  oblige  them  to  put  to  Tea, 
that  they  may  be  liable  to  be  re¬ 
taken,  and  by  that  means  brought 
before  the  proper  judge,  particu¬ 
larly  as  his  Excellency  the  Ambaf- 
fador  muft  own  he  would  have  no 
lefs  a  right  to  re- claim  the  above- 
mentioned  fhips,  if  they  had  been 
private  property,  than  as  they  have 
been  King’s  Blips ;  therefore  their 
High  MightinefTes  are  not  autho- 
rifed  to  pafs  judgment  either  upon 
thefe  prizes,  or  the  perfon  of  Paul 

Jones ; 
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Jones ;  that  as  to  what  regards  a£is 
of  humanity,  their  High  Mighti- 
jieiles  have  already  made  appear 
how  ready  they  are  to  (hew  them 
towards  the  wounded  on  board  of 
the  veffels,  and  that  they  have 
given  orders  accordingly.  That 
an  extract  of  the  prefent  refolu- 
tion  fhali  be  given  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke  by  the  Agent  Vander  Burch 
de  Spierinxhock. 

At  the  fame  time  it  was  refolv- 
ed,  that  word  Biould  be  fent  to 
the  Admiralty  of  AmBerdam  that 
their  High  Mightinefies  approve 
their  proceedings,  and  adhere  to 
their  placard  of  the  3d  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1756,  by  which  it  is  forbid 
to  meddle  with  any  prizes,  or  to 
open  their  cargoes,  fo  as  by  that 
means  to  free  them  from  being  re¬ 
taken,  &c.  That  this  is  Bridtly  to 
be  obferved  with  regard  to  the 
Serapis  and  Countefs  of  Scarbo¬ 
rough.  Their  High  Mightineffes 
authorife  the  faid  Admiralty  to  or¬ 
der  matters  fo  that  thefe  live  Blips 
do  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  poffible, 
and  that  they  take  care  they  are 
not  fiirnifhed  with  any  warlike  or 
naval  Bores  but  what  are  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the 
firB  foreign  port  they  can  come  at, 
in  order  that  ail  fufpicion  of  their 
being  fitted  out  here  may  drop. 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  bis  Majefty' s  Ambajfador 
at  the  Hague,  to  their  High 
Mightineffes,  requeuing  the  deli¬ 
vering  up  the  Serapis  and  Coun¬ 
tefs  cf  Scarborough ,  taken  by  Paul 
Jones. 

High  and*  Mighty  Lords, 

N  thanking  your  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes  for  the  orders  which  your 


humanity  di&ated  relative  to  the 
wounded  men  on'  board  the  two 
King’s  Blips  the  Serapis  and  Coun¬ 
tefs  of  Scarborough,  I  cannot  but 
comply  with  the  firift  orders  of  his 
MajeBy,  by  renewing  in  the  firong- 
efi  and  moB  preBing  manner  his 
requefi  that  thefe  Blips  and  their 
crews  may  be  Bopped,  and  deli¬ 
vered  up,  which  the  pirate  Paul 
Jones  of  Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel 
fubjedt,  and  a  criminal  of  the 
State,  has  taken. 

The  fentiments  of  equity  and 
juBice  which  your  Pligh  Mighti¬ 
neffes  poffefs,  leave  me  no  room  to 
doubt  but  that,  upon  mature  deli¬ 
beration  upon  all  the  circumBances 

of  this  affair,  vou  will  acknow- 
* 

ledge  the  reafonablenels  of  this  re- 
queB,  founded  both  on  the  moB 
folemn  treaties  now  fubfiBing  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Provinces,  and  the  right  and 
cufloms  of  nations  in  friendlhip  and 
alliance. 

The  Bipulation  of  the  treaty  of 
Breda  of  the  10th  of  July  1667, 
(Old  Stile)  confirmed  particularly 
in  that  of  1716,  and  all  the  later 
ones,  are  too  clear  and  incontefiible 
in  that  refpedl  for  the  full  force  of 
them  not  to  be  left. 

The  King  would  think  he  dero¬ 
gated  from  his  own  dignity,  as 
well  as  that  of  your  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes,  was  he  to  enter  into  the  1 
particulars  of  a  cafe  fo  notorious 
as  that  in  quefiion,  or  to  fet  before  1 
the  eves  of  the  ancient  friends 
and  allies  of  his  crown  analogous 
examples  of  other  Princes  and 
States;  but  will  only  remark,  that 
all  the  placards  even  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  require  that  all  the 
captains  of  foreign  armed  veffels 
Bialf,  upon  their  arrival,  prefent: 
their  letters  of  marque  or  commif- 

fion. 
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•  STATE 

fion,  and  authorifes,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Admiralties,  to  treat 
all  thofe  as  pirates  whofe  letters 
are  found  to  be  illegal  for  want 
of  being-  granted  by  a  fovereign 
power. 

The  quality  of  Paul  Jones,  and 
all  the  circumdances  of  the  affair, 
are  too  notorious  for  your  .High 
MightinefTes  to  be  ignorant  of 
them.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
fixed  upon  your  refolution ;  your 
High  MightinefTes  know  too  well 
the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give 
an  example  of  it  in  this  effential 
rencontre.  The  fmallefl  deviation 
from  fo  facred  a  rule,  by  weaken¬ 
ing  the  frienddiip  of  neighbours, 
may  produce  ferious  conlequences. 

The  King  has  always  gloried  in 
cultivating  the  friendfhip  of  your 
High  MightinefTes ;  his  Majedy 
conftantly  periids  in  the  Tame  fen- 
timents  ;  but  the  Englifh  nation 
does  not  think  that  it  any  ways 
has  deferved  its  fellow-citizens  to 
be  imprifoned  in  the  ports  of  the 
republic  by  a  man  of  no  chara&er, 
a  fubje£l  of  the  fame  country,  and 
who  enjoys  that  liberty  which  they 
are  deprived  of. 

It  is  for  thefe  and  many  other 
drong  reafons,  which  cannot  efcape 
the  wifdom  and  penetration  of  your 
High  MightinefTes,  that  the  un¬ 
derwritten  hopes  to  receive  a  fpee- 
dy  and  favourable  anfvver  conform¬ 
able  to  the  jud  expedlations  of 
the  King  his  mader  and  the  Britifli 
nation. 

(Signed) 

JOSEPH  YoRKE. 

Done  at  the  Hague ,  Oct.  29,  1779. 

The  anfvver  which  their  High 
MightinefTes  caufed  to  be  given  to 
the  above  memorial  was  in  brief; 
“  That  they  will  in  no  refpedt 
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take  upon  them  to  judge  of  the 
legality  or  illegality  of  thofe  who 
have  on  the  open  fea  taken  any 
veffels  which  do  not  belong  to 
their  country  ;  that  they  only 
open  their  ports  to  give  them  fhei- 
ter  from  dorms  or  other  difaders  ; 
and  that  they  oblige  them  to  go  to 
fea  again  with  their  prizes  without 
faltering  them  to  unload  or  difpofe 
of  any  part  of  their  cargoes,  that 
they  may  be  liable  to  be  re-taken 
in  the  fame  date  they  were  taken; 
but  do  not  think  themfelves  au¬ 
thorized  to  pafs  judgment  upon 
thofe  prizes,  or  the  perfon  of  Paul 
Jones,  &c.,> 


Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Yorke,  to  their  High  Mightinef- 
fes,  Nov.  2 6th,  1 779, 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
^“jF^HE  King  cannot  without  ' 
j[  furprize  fee  the  filence  that 
has  been  obferved,  with  regard  to 
the  memorial  which  the  under¬ 
written  had  the  honour  to  prefent 
upwards  of  four  months  ago  to 
your  High  MightinefTes,  requiring 
the  fuccours  dipulated  by  treaty. 

His  Majedy  would  not  have 
claimed  the  abidance  of  his  allies, 
if  he  had  not  been  fully  authorized 
to  it  by  the  menaces,  the  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  even  the  attacks  of  his 
enemies  ;  and  if  he  had  not 
thought  your  High  MightinefTes  as 
much  intereded  in  the  prefervation 
of  Great  Britain  as  in  their  own. 

The  fpirit  and  the  letter  of  the 
treaties  confirm  this  truth.  Your 
High  MightinefTes  are  too  wife 
mnd  too  jud  to  difpenfe  with  the 
-obfervance  of  them,  having  par¬ 
ticularly  yourfelves  follicited  the 

„  addition 
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addition  of  the  feparate  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1716,  in  which  the 
Cafus  Foederis  is  kipulated  in  a 
clear  and  incontekible  manner. 

The  hoftile  declaration  made  at 
London  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailies, 
the  attack  of  Jerfey,  the  fiege  of 
Gibraltar,  and  all  the  other  noto¬ 
rious  enterprizes,  are  fo  many 
clear  proofs  of  a  manifek  aggref- 
fion.  Befides  which,  your  High 
Mightineffes  have  fee n,  during  the 
pak  fummer,  that  the  combined 
forces  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon 
were  evidently  directed  againft  his 
Majeky’s  kingdoms ;  and  although 
the  vigorous  meafures  of  the  King, 
the  zealous  and  patriotic  efforts  of 
the  nation,  crowned  with  the  blef- 
fings  of  Providence,  have  happily 
hitherto  frukrated  their  ambitious 
defigns,  yet  the  danger  exiks  kill, 
and  the  enemy  continues  kill  to 
announce  their  intended  attacks 
and  invafions,  under  the  protection 
of  their  naval  forces. 

The  King  can  never  imagine 
that  the  wifdom  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  can  permit  them  to 
remain  indifferent  in  intereks  fo 
folid  and  fo  common  to  both  .coun¬ 
tries,  and  kill  lefs  that  they  fhould 
not  be  convinced  of  the  jukice  of 
the  motives  which  have  determined 
his  Majeky  to  claim  that  fuccour 
which  is  his  due  on  fo  many  ac¬ 
counts.  His  Majeky  would  rather 
perfuade  himfelf  that  your  High 
Mightineffes,  having  refolved  to 
augment  their  navy,  had  through 
prudence  kept  back  their  anfwer 
till  they  were  better  able  to  furnifh 
the  fuccour  required. 

It  is  for  this  reafon,  that,  in 
renewing  this  fubjeCt  in  the  mok 
preking  manner,  I  have  orders  to 
requek  of  your  High  Mightineffes 
mok  amicably  not  to  defer  the 
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concerting  of  meafures,  in  order 
to  fulfil  their  engagements  on  this 
head.  The  decifion  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  is  fo  neceffary,  and 
fo  important  in  its  confequences, 
that  the  King  would  think  him¬ 
felf  wanting  to  himfelf,  his  fub- 
jeCts,  and  the  republic,  if  his  Ma¬ 
jeky  did  not  recommend  this  af¬ 
fair  immediately  to  the  mok  fe- 
rious  deliberation  of  your  High 
Mightineffes.  It  is  of  infinite  im¬ 
port  to  the  King  to  have  matters 
made  clear,  by  a  fpeedy  and  im¬ 
mediate  anfwer  to  fo  effential  an 
object. 

His  Majeky  hopes,  from  the 
equity  of  your  High  Mightineffes, 
that  their  anfwer  will  be  conform¬ 
able  to  the  treaties  and  the  fenti- 
ments  of  friendfhip  he  has  always 
had  for  the  republic ;  and  it  will 
be  according  to  the  refolutions  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  that  his 
Majeky  propofes  to  take  fuch  fu¬ 
ture  meafures  as  may  be  mok 
adapted  to  circumkances,  and  mok 
proper  for  the  fecurity  of  his  ekates, 
the  welfare  of  his  people,  and  the 
dignity  of  his  crown. 

Done  at  the  Hague >  Nov.  26,  1779* 
(Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 


1 Treaty  of  Friendfhip'  and  Commerce 
hetnveen  the  French  King  and 
the  United  States  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica. 


'"Tp HE  Mok  Chrikian  King, 
and  the  Thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  viz. 
New  -  Hampfhire,  Maffachufets- 
Bay,  Rhode-Ikand,  Connecticut, 
New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  the  Counties  of  Newcakle, 
Kent,  and  Suffex  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware, 


STATE 

ware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
delirous of  eltablilhing,  in  an  equi¬ 
table  and  permanent  manner,  the 
rules  which  ought  to  be  obferved, 
relative  to  the  correfpondence  and 
commerce,  which  the  two  parties 
wifh  to  eflablifh  between  their  re- 
fpcdtive  Hates,  dominions  and  fub- 
jedts ;  his  moH  ChriHian  MajeHy 
and  the  laid  United  States  have 
thought  proper,  and  as  moll  con¬ 
ducive  to  this  end,  to  found  their 
arrangements  on  the  bafis  of  the 
moll  perfect  equality  and  recipro¬ 
cal  advantage,  taking  care  to 
avoid  difagreeable  preferences,  the 
fources  of  altercation,  embarralT- 
ment,  and  difcontent;  to  leave  to 
each  party  the  liberty,  refpedting 
commerce  and  navigation,  of  mak- 
ing  fuch  interior  regulations  as 
fhall  fuit  themfelves  ;  to  found 
their  commercial  advantages  as 
well  on  reciprocal  interell,  as  on 
the  laws  of  mutual  agreement  ; 
and  thus  to  preferve  to  both  par¬ 
ties  the  liberty  of  dividing,  each 
according  to  his  will,  the  fame  ad¬ 
vantages  with  other  nations.  In 
this  idea,  and  to  accomplifh  thefe 
views,  his  faid  Majelly,  having  no¬ 
minated  and  appointed,  as  his  ple¬ 
nipotentiary,  M.  Conrad  Alexander 
Gerard,  royal  Syndic  of  the  city 
of  Strafburgh,  Secretary  of  his 
Majefiy’s  Council  of  State  ;  and 
the  United  States  having,  on  their 
part,  invelted  with  full  powers 
Me  IT.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Deputy 
of  the  General  Congrefs  of  the 
State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  prefi- 
dcnt  of  the  affembly  of  the  faid 
Hate  ;  Silas  Deane,  formerly  De¬ 
puty  of  the  State  of  Connecticut ; 
and  Arthur  Lee,  Counfellor  at 
Law :  the  faid  plenipotentiaries 
refpectively,  after  having  exchang- 
Vol.  XXII. 
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ed  their  credentials,  and  upon  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation,  have  conclud¬ 
ed  and  agreed  to  the  following  ar¬ 
ticles  : 

Art.  I.  A  firm,  inviolable,  and 
univerfal  peace,  and  a  true  and 
fincere  friendlhip,  fhall  fubfifl  be¬ 
tween  the  molt  Chriltian  King, 
his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  well 
as  between  his  moft  Chriltian  Ma- 
jefly’s  fubjedts,  and  thofe  of  the 
faid  Hates  ;  as  alfo  between  the 
people,  iflands,  cities,  and  places, 
under  the  government  of  his  Chri- 

o 


Hian  Majelly,  and  the  faid  United 
States ;  and  between  the  people 
and  inhabitants  of  all  clafTes,  with¬ 
out  any  exception  to  perfons  or 
places.  The  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  prefent  treaty,  fhall  be  per¬ 
petual  and  permanent  between  the 
moH  ChriHian  King,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs,  and  the  faid  United 
States. 

Art.  II.  The  moH  ChriHian 
King  and  the  United  States  mu¬ 
tually  engage,  not  to  grant  any 
particular  favour  to  other  nations, 
refpedling  commerce  and  naviga¬ 
tion,  which  fhall  not  be  imme¬ 
diately  made  known  to  the  other 

J 

party  ;  and  fuch  nation  fhall  en¬ 
joy  that  favour  gratuitoufly,  if  the 
conceflion  is  fuch,  or  in  granting 
the  fame  compenfation,  if  the 
conceflion  is  conditional. 

Art.  III.  The  fubjedts  of  the 
molt  Chriltian  King  fhall  not  pay, 
in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
countries,  iflands,  cities,  and  places 
of  the  United  States,  any  greater 
duties  or  impolts,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than 
fuch  as  the  mofl  favoured  nation 
fhall  pay ;  and  they  fhall  enjoy  all 
the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  im- 

[£  e\  munities* 
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niunities,  and  exemptions,  in  point 
of  trade,  navigation,  and  com¬ 
merce,  whether  in  paffing  from 
one  port  of  the  faid  States  to  ano¬ 
ther,  or  in  going  thither,  or  in 
returning  from  or  going  to  any 
part  of  the  world  whatever,  as 
the  faid  nations  may  or  lhall  en¬ 
joy* 

Art.  IV.  The  fubjeds,  people, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  each  of  them,  fhall  not 
pay,  in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads, 
idands,  cities,  and  places,  within 
the  dominions  of  his  moll  Chriflian 
Majelly  in  Europe,  any  greater 
duties  or  impolts,  of  what  nature 
foever  they  may  be,  or  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  called,  than  the 
mod  favourite  nation  are  or  fhall 
be  bound  to  pay ;  and  they  fhall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  pri¬ 
vileges,  immunities,  and  exemp¬ 
tions,  in  point  of  trade,  naviga¬ 
tion,  and  commerce,  whether  in 
paffing  from  one  port  to  another  of 
the  faid  dominions  of  the  mod 
Chridian  King  in  Europe,  or  in 
going  thither,  or  in  returning  from 
or  going  to  any  part  of  the  world 
whatever,  as  the  faid  nations  may 
or  fhall  enjoy. 

Art,  V.  In  the  above  exemption 
is  particularly  comprized  the  im¬ 
position  of  one  hundred  pence  per 
ton,  edablifhed  in  France  upon  fo¬ 
reign  fh ips ;  excepting  when  the 
fhips  of  the  United  States  lhall 
load  with  French  merchandizes  in 
one  port  of  France  for  another  in 
the  lame  kingdom  ;  in  which  cafe 
the  faid  fhips  of  the  faid  United 
States  fhall  difcharge  the  ufual 
rights,  fo  long  as  the  mod  favou¬ 
rite  nations  fhall  be  obliged  to  do 
the  fame  ;  neverthelefs,  the  faid 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  lhall 
be  at  liberty  to  edablilh,  when¬ 


ever  they  lhall  think  proper,  a 
right  equivalent  to  that  in  quedion, 
in  the  fame  cafe  as  it  is  edablilhed 
in  the  ports  of  his  mod  Chridian 
Majedy. 

Art.  VI.  The  mod  Chridian 
King  lhall  ufe  all  the  means  in  his 
power  to  proted  and  defend  all  the 
fhips  and  effeds  belonging  to  the 
fubjeds,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  and  of 
each  of  them,  which  lhall  be  in 
his  ports,  harbours,  or  roads,  or 
in  the  feas  near  his  territories, 
countries,  ides,  cities,  and  places ; 
and  lhall  ufe  every  effort  to  reco¬ 
ver  and  redore  to  the  lawful  pro¬ 
prietors,  their  agents  or  order,  all 
the  fhips  and  effeds  which  diall  be 
taken  within  his  jurifdidion  ;  and 
his  mod  Chridian  Majedy’s  fnips 
of  war,  or  other  convoys,  failing 
under  his  authority,  lhall  take,  on 
every  occafion,  under  their  pro- 
tedion  the  fhips  belonging  to  the 
fubjeds,  people,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  United  States,  or  any 
of  them,  which  lhall  keep  the  fame 
courfe  and  make  the  fame  rout,  and 
defend  the  faid  fhips,  fo  long  as 
they  lhall  keep  the  fame  courfe  and 
make  the  fame  rout,  againd  every 
attack,  force,  or  violence,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  are  bound  to 
defend  and  proted  the  fhips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fubjeds  of  his  mod 
Chridian  Majedy. 

Art.  VII.  In  like  manner  the 
faid  United  States,  and  their  fhips 
of  war  failing  under  their  autho¬ 
rity,  lhall  proted  and  defend, 
agreeable  to  the  contents  of  the 
preceding  article,  all  the  fhips  and 
effeds  belonging  to  the  mod  Chrif- 
tian  King,  and  lhall  ufe  all  their 
efforts  to  recover  and  reftore  the 
faid  fhips  and  effeds,  which  lhall 
be  taken  within  the  extent  of  the 
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jurifdiction  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  either  of  them. 

Art.  VIII.  The  moft  Chriftian 
King  will  employ  his  endeavours 
and  mediation  with  the  King  or 
Emperor  of  Morocco  or  Fez,  with 
the  Regencies  of  Algier,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  or  any  of  them,  as 
well  as  with  every  other  Prince, 
State,  or  Powers,  of  the  Barbary 
coaft  in  Africa,  and  with  the  fub¬ 
jeCts  of  the  faid  King,  Emperor, 
States  and  Powers,  and  each  of 
them,  to  lecure,  as  fully  and  ef¬ 
fectually  as  poffible,  to  the  advan¬ 
tage,  convenience,  and  fecurity,  of 
the  faid  United  States,  and  each 
of  them,  as  alfo  their  fubjeCts, 
people,  and  inhabitants,  their  lhips 
and  eifeCts,  againit  violence,  in- 
fult,  attack,  or  depredation,  on 
the  part  of  the  faid  Barbary 
Princes  and  States,  or  their  fub- 
j  eCts. 

Art.  IX.  The  fubjeCts,  inhabi¬ 
tants,  merchants,  commanders  of 
fhips,  makers,  and  fearnen,  of  the 
ftates,  provinces,  and  dominions  of 
the  two  parties,  fhall  reciprocally 
refrain  from  and  avoid  fifhing  in 
any  of  the  places  poffeffed,  or 
which  fhall  be  poffeffed,  by  the 
other  party.  The  fubjeCts  of  his 
molt  Chriltian  Majefty  fhall  not 
fid i  in  the  harbours,  bays,  creeks, 
roads,  and  places,  which  the  faid 
United  States  poffefs,  or  fhall  here¬ 
after  poffeis  ;  and  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  the  fubjeCts,  people,  and  in¬ 
habitants,  of  the  laid  United  States, 
fhall  rot  fifh  in  the  harbours,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coafts,  and  places, 
which  his  moft  Chriltian  Majefty 
actually  poffeffes,  or  fhall  hereafter 
poffefs  ;  and  if  any  {hip  or  veffel 
fhal!  be  furprized  fifhing,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  treaty,  the  fame 
fhip  or  veffel,  and  its  cargo,  fhall. 
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upon  clear  proof,  be  confifcated. 
Provided,  the  exclufion  ftipulated 
in  the  prefent  article  fhall  ftand 
good  only  fo  long  as  the  King  and 
the  United  States  fhall  not  fuffer  it 
to  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation 
whatever. 

Art.  X.  The  United  States,  their 
citizens  and  inhabitants,  fhall  never 
difturb  the  fubjeCts  of  the  moft 
Chriltian  King  in  the  enjoyment 
and  exercife  of  the  right  ot  fifhing 
6n  the  banks  of  Newfoundland, 
any  more  than  in  the  unlimited 
and  exclufive  enjoyment  they  pof¬ 
fefs  on  that  part  of  the  coafts  of 
that  ifland,  as  fpecified  in  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  rights  rela¬ 
tive  to  all  and  each  of  the  ifles 
which  belong  to  his  moft  Chriftian 
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Majefty;  the  whole  conformable  to 
the  true  fenfe  of  the  treaties  of 
Utrecht  and  Paris. 

Art.  XI.  The  fubjeCts  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  faid  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  fhall  not  be  confi- 
dered  as  foreigners  in  France,  and 
confequently  fhall  be  exempt  from 
the  right  of  efcheatage,  or  any 
other  fuch  like  right,  under  any 
name  whatever  ;  they  may,  by  will, 
donation,  or  otherwife,  difpofe  of 
their  goods,  moveables,  and  fix¬ 
tures,  in  favour  of  whom  they  fhall 
pleafe ;  and  their  heirs,  fubjeCts 
of  the  faid  United  States,  refident 
in  France  or  elfewhere,  fhall  fuc- 
ceed  to  them,  ab  intejiat ,  without 
being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of 
naturalization,  and  without  being 
exacted  to  any  moleftation  or  hind¬ 
rance,  under  pretence  of  any  rights 
or  prerogatives  of  provinces,  ci¬ 
ties,  or  private  perfons  ;  and  the 
faid  heirs,  either  by  particular  title, 
or  ab  intejiat ,  fhall  be  exempt  from 
all  right  of  detraction,  or  other 
right  of  that  kind,  provided  that 
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fuch  or  the  like  local  rights  are 
not  edablifhed  by  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  of  them.  The  fub- 
jetts  of  the  mod  Chridian  King 
fhall  enjoy,  on  their  fide,  in  all 
the  dominions  of  the  faid  States,  an 
entire  and  peifeit  reciprocation, 
with  refpeil  to  the  dipulations  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  prefen t  article. 

But  it  is  at  the  fame  time  agreed, 
that  the  contents  of  this  article  fhall 
not  affeil  the  laws  made  in  France 
againd  emigrations,  or  fuch  as  may 
be  made  hereafter,  fuch  being-  left 
in  their  full  force  and  vigour;  the 
United  States,  on  their  fide,  or 
any  of  them,  fhall  be  free  to  make 
fuch  laws,  refpedting  that  matter, 
as  they  fhall  judge  proper. 

Art.  XII.  The  merchant  fhips  of 
both  parties,  which  fhall  be  bound 
to  any  port,  belonging  to  a  power 
then  an  enemy  of  the  other  ally, 
and  of  which  the  voyage,  or  nature 
of  its  cargo,  fhall  give  juft  fufpi- 
cions,  fit  all  be  bound  to  produce, 
either  on  the  high  Teas,  or  in  ports 
and  harbours,  not  only  their  paff- 
ports,  but:  alfo  certificates,  which 
fhall  exprefsly  date,  that  their  car¬ 
goes  are  not  of  prohibited  and  con¬ 
traband  wares. 

Art.  XIII.  If  the  contents  of  the 
faid  certificates  leads  to  a  difco- 
very,  that  the  fhip  carries  prohi¬ 
bited  and,  contraband  merchan¬ 
dizes,  configned  to  an  enemy’s 
port,  it  fhall  not  be  permitted  to 
open  the  hatches  of  the  faid  drip, 
nor  any  cafe,  ched,  trunk,  bale, 
cafk,  or  other  cafes,  contained 
therein,  or  to  dif'place  or  remove 
the  lead  part  of  the  merchandize, 
whether  the  fhip  belongs  to  the 
mod  Chriftian  King,  or  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  United  States,  until 
the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the 
prefence  of  the  officers  of  the  Ad¬ 
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miralty,  and  an  inventory  taken  of 
them  ;  but  they  fhall  nat  be'  per¬ 
mitted  to  fell,  exchange,  or  difpofe 
of  the  fhips  or  cargoes,  in  any  man¬ 
ner  whatever,  until  a  fair  and  legal 
enquiry  has  been  made,  the  con¬ 
traband  declared,  and  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  fhall  have  pronounced 
the  confifcation  by  judgment,  ne- 
verthelefs  without  prejudice  of 
fhips  or  cargoes,  which,  by  virtue 
of  this  treaty,  fhould  be  confidered 
as  free.  It  fhall  not  be  permitted 
to  retain  merchandizes,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  they  were  found  among 
contraband  goods,  and  dill  lefs  to 
confifcate  them  as  legal  prizes.  In 
cafe  .where  a  part  only,  and  not 
the  whole  of  the  cargo,  confids  cf 
contraband  articles,  and  that  the 
commander  of  the  fhip  confents  to 
deliver  up  to  the  captor  what  fhall 
be  di (covered,  then  the  captain, 
who  fhall  have  made  the  prize, 
after  having  received  thofe  articles, 
fhall  immediately  releafe  the  fhip, 
and  in  no  manner  prevent  it  from 
purfuing  its  voyage  ;  but  in  cafe 
that  the  whole  of  the  contraband 
articles  cannot  be  all  taken  into 
the  vefTel  of  the  captor,  then  the 
captain  of  fuch  vefTel  fhall  remain 
mader  of  his  prize,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  offer  to  give  up  the  contra¬ 
band  goods,  and  conduit  the  fhip 
into  the  neared  port,  conformably 
to  what  is  above  fpecided. 

Art.  XIV.  It  is  agreed,  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  thing  that 
fhall  be  found  embarked  bv  the  re- 
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fpe&ive  fubjeits,  in  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  enemies  of  the  other 
party,  or  their  fubjeCts,  fhall  be 
confifcated,  without  regard  to  their 
being  prohibited  or  not,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  they  belonged 
to  the  enemy  ;  excepting,  however, 
fuch  efF$£ts  and  merchandizes  as 

had 
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had  been  put  on  board  the  faid 
fhips  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
or  even  after  the  faid  declaration, 
if  they  were  ignorant  of  it  at  the 
time  of  loading  ;  fo  that  the  mer¬ 
chandizes  of  the  fubjeCts  of  both 
parties,  whether  they  be  found 
among  contraband  goods  or  other- 
wife,  which,  as  hath  been  juft 
mentioned,  fhall  have  been  put  on 
board  a  fhip,  belonging  to  the 
enemy,  before  the  war,  or  even 
after  the  faid  declaration,  when 
unknown  to  them,  fhall  not  be, 
in  any  manner,  fubjedt  to  confifca- 
tion,  but  fhall  be  faithfully  and 
truly  reftored,  without  delay,  to 
the  owners  who  fhall  claim  them  ; 
it  muft,  however,  be  underftood, 
that  it  will  not  be  permitted  to 
carry  contraband  goods  into  an 
enemy’s  ports.  The  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties  agree,  that  after  the 
expiration  of  two  months,  from  the 
declaration  of  war,  their  refpeCtive 
fubjeCts,  from  what  part  of  the 
world  foever  they  fhall  come,  fhall 
not  be  permitted  to  plead  ignorance 
of  the  queftion  in  this  article. 

Art.  XV.  And  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  fecure  the  fubjects  of 
the  two  contracting  parties  from 
receiving  any  prejudice  from  the 
fhips  of  war  or  privateers  of  either 
party,  orders  fhall  be  given  to  all 
captains  of  fhips  of  his  molt  C'hrif- 
tian  Majefty  and  the  faid  United 
States,  and  to  all  their  fubjeCts,  to 
avoid  offering  infult  or  doing  da¬ 
mage  to  the  fhips  of  either  party; 
and  whoever  fhall  aCt  contrary  to 
thefe  orders,  fhall  be  punifhed  for 
it,  and  fhall  be  bound  and  obliged 
perfonally,  in  their  own  effeCts, 
to  repair  all  fuch  damages  and 
Ioffes. 

Art.  XVI.  All  fhips  and  mer¬ 
chandises  of  what  nature  foever, 


PAPERS.  [437 

which  fhall  be  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  pirates  on  the  high  feas, 
fhall  be  conducted  into  feme  port 
of  the  two  States,  and  fhall  be 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  faid  port,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  entirely  reftored  to 
the  right  owner,  as  foon  as  fuch 
property  fhall  be  fully  and  clearly 
proved. 

Art.  XVII.  The  fhips  of  war  of 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  privateers  fitted  out  by  -their 
fubjeCts,  fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to 
conduCt  where  they  pleafe  fuch 
prizes  as  they  fhall  take  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  amenable  to 
the  jurifdiCtion  of  their  admirals  or 
admiralty,  or  any  other  power ; 
and  the  faid  veffels,  or  prizes,  en¬ 
tering  into  the  harbours  or  ports  of 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  thofe 
of  the  faid  United  States,  fhall  be 
neither  flopped  nor  feized,  nor 
fhall  the  officers  of  fuch  places 
enquire  into  the  validity  of  the 
faid  prizes,  but  fhall  be  permitted 
to  depart  freely  and  at  full  liberty, 
to  fuch  places  as  directed  in  the 
commiffions,  which  the  captains 
of  the  faid  fhips  fhall  be  obliged 
to  produce.  And,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  they  fhall  neither  give  fecu- 
rity  nor  retreat,  in  their  ports  or 
harbours,  to  any  prizes  made  on 
the  fubjeCts  of  his  Majefty,  or  the 
faid  United  States  ;  and,  if  fuch 
fhall  be  found  to  enter  their  ports, 
through  forms  or  dangers  of  the 
fea,  they  fhall  be  obliged  to  de¬ 
part  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Art.  XVIII.  Should  a  fhip,  be¬ 
longing  to  either  of  the  two  States, 
or  their  fubjeCts,  run  aground,  be 
wrecked,  or  fuffer  other  damages, 
upon  the  coafts  belonging  to  one 
of  the  two  parties,  they  mall  give 
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all  friendly  aid  and  aftiftance  to 
fuch  as  are  in  danger,  and  take 
every  method  to  fecure  their  fafe 
paflage,  and  return  to  their  own 
country. 

Art.  XIX.  When  the  fubjeds 
and  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  two 
parties  with  their  lhips,  whether 
men  of  war,  privateers,  or  mer¬ 
chantmen,  fhall  be  forced  by  foul 
weather,  by  the  purfuits  of  pirates 
or  enemies,  or  by  any  other  urgent 
neceflity,  to  feek  fhelter  and  re¬ 
fuge,  to  run  into  and  enter  fome 
river,  bay,,  road,  or  port,  belong¬ 
ing  to  one  of  the  two  parties,  they 
fhall  be  received  and  treated  with 
humanity  and  kindnefs,  and  fhall 
enjoy  all  the  friendfhip,  protec¬ 
tion,  and  afiiftance,  and  fhall  be 
permitted  to  procure  refrefhments, 
provifions,  and  every  thing  necef- 
fary  for  their  fubfiftence,  for  the 
repairing  of  their  fhips,  and  to 
enable  them  to  purfue  their  voyage, 
paying  a  reafonable  price  for  every 
thing  ;  and  they  fhall  not  be  de¬ 
tained  in  any  manner,  nor  pre¬ 
vented  quitting  the  faid  ports  or 
roads,  but  fhall  be  permitted  to  de¬ 
part  at  pleafure,  without  any  ob¬ 
it  a  cl  e  or  impediment. 

Art.  XX.  In  order  the  better  to 
promote  the  commerce  of  the  two 
parties,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe 
a  war  fhould  commence  between 
the  two  faid  nations,  fix  months 
fhall  be  allowed,  after  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  war,  to  the  merchants  liv¬ 
ing  in  their  towns  and  cities,  to 
colled  and  tranfport  their  mer¬ 
chandize  ;  and,  if  any  part  of  them 
fhall  be  flolen  or  damaged,  during 
the  time  above  prefcribed,  by  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  parties,  their  people 
or  fubjeds  fhall  be  obliged  to  make 
full  and  perfed  fatisfadioa  for  the 
fame. 


Art.  XXL  No  fubjed  of  the 
moll  Chrifiian  King  fhall  take  a 
commifiion,  or  letters  of  marque, 
to  arm  any  fhip  or  veflel,  to  ad  as 
a  privateer  againft  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  one  of  them,  or 
againft  their  fubjeds,  people  or  in¬ 
habitants,  or  againft  their  proper¬ 
ty,  or  that  of  the  inhabitants  of 
any  of  them,  from  any  Prince 
whatever,  with  whom  the  faid 
United  States  fhall  be  at  war.  In 
like  manner,  no  citizen,  fubjed, 
or  inhabitant  of  the  faid  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  de¬ 
mand  or  accept  any  commifiion, 
or  letters  of  marque,  to  arm  any 
fhips  or  vefiels,  to  ad  againft  the 
fubjeds  of  his  mofl  C'hriftian  Ma¬ 
jefty,  or  any  of  them,  or  their  pro¬ 
perty,  from  any  Prince  or  State 
whatever,  with  whom  his  faid 
Majefty  may  be  at  war ;  and  if 
any  of  the  two  nations  fhall  take 
fuch  Gommiflions,  or  letters  of 
marque,  they  fhall  be  punifhed  as 
pirates. 

Art.  XXII.  No  foreign  priva¬ 
teer,  not  belonging  to  fome  fubjed 
of  h  is  moft  C'hriftian  majefty,  or 
to  a  citizen  of  the  faid  United 
States,  which  fhall  have  a  com¬ 
mifiion  from  any  Prince  or  power 
at  war  with  one  of  the  two  nations, 
fhall  be  permitted  to  arm  their 
fhips  in  the  ports  of  one  of  the  two 
parties,  nor  to  fell  their  prizes, 
nor  to  clear  their  fhips,  in  any 
manner  whatever,  of  their  mer¬ 
chandizes,  or  any  part  of  their 
cargo  ;  they  fhall  not  even  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  purchafe  any  other  pro¬ 
vifions,  than  fuch  as  are  neceffary 
to  carry  them  to  the  neareft  port  of 
the  Prince  or  State,  of  whom  they 
hold  their  commifiion. 

Art.  XXIII.  AH  and  each  of  the 
fubjeds  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King, 
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as  well  as  the  citizens,  people,  and 
inhabitants,  of  the  faid  United 
States,  ihall  be  permitted  to  work 
their  vefTels,  in  full  liberty  and  fe- 
curity,  without  any  exception  be¬ 
ing  made  thereto,  on  account  of 
the  proprietors  of  merchandizes  on 
board  the  faid  vefTels,  coming  from 
any  port  whatever,  and  deflined 
for  fome  place  belonging  to  a  power 
actually  an  enemy,  or  which 
may  become  fuch,  of  his  Moil: 
Chriftian  Majefty  or  the  United 
States.  It  fhall  be  equally  permit¬ 
ted  to  the  fubjedts  and  inhabitants 
above-mentioned,  to  navigate  their 
flips  and  merchandizes,  and  to 
frequent,  with  the  fame  liberty 
and  fecurity,  the  places,  ports,  and 
havens,  of  the  powers,  enemies  to 
the  two  contrafting  parties,  or  one 
of  them,  without  oppofition  or 
moleflation,  and  to  trade  with 
them,  not  only  diredly  from  ports 
of  the  enemy  to  any  neutral  port, 
but  alfo  from  one  port  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  another  of  the  fame,  whe¬ 
ther  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  one 
or  more;  and  it  is  ftipulated  by 
the  prefent  treaty,  that  all  free 
vefTels  fhall  equally  enjoy  the  li¬ 
berty  of  trade,  and  that  every 
thing  fhall  be  judged  free  which  is 
found  on  board  the  fhips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fubjedts  of  one  of  the 
contradling  parties,  even  though 
the  cargo,  or  part  of  it,  fhould 
belong  to  the  enemies  of  one  of 
them  ;  excepting  alvvay,  however, 
all  contraband  goods.  It  is  equally 
agreed,  that  the  fame  liberty  fhall 
extend  to  perfons  on  board  fuch 
free  fhips,  even  though  they  fhall 
be  enemies  to  one  of  the  two  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  and  fhall  not  be 
taken  from  the  faid  fhips,  unlefs 
in  arms,  and  actually  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fervice. 
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Art.  XXIV.  This  free  naviga- 
tion  and  commerce  is  extended  to 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  except¬ 
ing  only  fuch  as  fhall  be  deemed 
contraband  or  prohibited,  and  un¬ 
der  fuch  denomination  are  com¬ 
prehended  arms,  cannons,  bombs, 
with  their  fufees  and  other  apur- 
tenances,  bullets,  powder,  matches, 
piques,  fvvords,  lances,  darts,  hal¬ 
berds,  mortars,  petards,  grenades, 
faltpetre,  fufils,-  balls,  bucklers, 
cafques,  cuirafTes,  coats  of  mail, 
and  other  arms  of  that  kind,  pro¬ 
per  for  the  defence  of  foldiers  ; 
gun-locks,  fhoulder-belts,  horfes 
and  their  trappings,  and  all  other 
inflruments  of  war  whatever.  The 
following  merchandizes  are  not  to 
be  confidered  as  contraband  or 
prohibited,  viz.  all  forts  of  cloths, 
and  other  woollen  fluffs,  linen, 
filk,  cotton,  or  other  fuch  matters; 
all  forts  of  clothes,  with  the  ma¬ 
terials  of  which  they  are  ufually 
made;  gold  and  filver  either  in 
fpecie  or  otherwife,  pewter,  iron, 
latten,  copper,  brafs,  coals,  and 
even  wheat  and  barley,  and  all 
other  forts  of  grain  and  roots  ; 
tobacco  and  all  forts  of  fpices, 
falted  and  dried  provifions,  dried 
fifh,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer,  oil, 
wine,  fugar,  and  all  kinds  of  fait, 
and,  in  general,  all  kinds  of  pro- 
vifion  necefTary  for  the  nourifh- 
ment  of  man,  and  for  the  fupporc 
of  life  ;  alfo  all  forts  of  cotton, 
hemp,  linen,  pitch,  tar,  cords,  ca¬ 
bles,  fails,  canvas  for  fails,  anchors, 
parts  of  anchors,  mads,  planks, 
timber  and  wood  of  all  kinds,  and 
all  other  things  proper  for  the 
building  and  repairing  of  fhips, 
and  other  matters  whatfoever, 
which  are  not  in  the  form  of  war¬ 
like  inflruments  for  fea  or  land, 
Ihall  not  be  reputed  contraband, 

much 
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much  lefs  fuch  as  are  already  pre¬ 
pared  for  other  ufes.  All  the  ar¬ 
ticles  above-mentioned  are  to  be 
comprifed  among  the  free  articles 
of  merchandize,  as  well  us  ail  the 
other  merchandizes  and  effects, 
which  are  not  comprifed  and  par¬ 
ticularly  named  in  the  lift  of  con¬ 
traband  merchandizes  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  tranfported  and  con¬ 
duced,  in  the  freed;  manner,  by 
the  fubjeds  of  the  two  con  trading 
parties,  into  any  of  the  enemy’s 
ports  ;  excepting,  however,  that 
fuch  places  are  not  adually  beficg- 
ed,  blocked  up  or  in  veiled. 

Art.  XXV.  In  order  to  remove 
and  prevent  diftentions  and  quar¬ 
rels  on  either  fide,  it  is  agreed, 
that  in  cafe  one  of  the  two  parties 
dial!  find  themfelves  engaged  in  a 
war,  the  fhips  and  veftels  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fubjeds  or  people  of 
the  other  ally,  fhall  be  provided 
with  marine  paftports,  which  fhall 
exprefs  the  name,  property,  and 
burden  of  the  fhip,  as  well  as  the 
name  and  place  of  abode  of  the 
mailer  and  commander  of  the  faid 
fhip,  in  order  that  it  may  from 
thence  appear  that  the  fame  fhip 
really  and  trully  belongs  to  the 
fubjeds  of  one  of  the  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties.  Thefe  paftports  are 
to  be  annually  renewed,  in  cafe 
the  fhip  returns  home  in  the  fpace 
of  one  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that 
the  above- mentioned  fhips,  in  cafe 
they  fhall  be  laden,  are  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  not  only  with  paftports,  but 
alfo  with  certificates,  containing 
the  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the 
place  from  whence  the  fhip  came, 
and  a  declaration  of  what  contra¬ 
band  goods  are  on  board  ;  which 
certificate  is  to  be  made  in  the  ac- 
cuftomed  form,  bv  the  officers  of 
the  place  from  whence  the  fhip 


failed  ;  and  if  it  be  judged  necef- 
fary  or  prudent,  to  exprefs  in  the 
faid  paftports  the  perfons  to  whom 
the  merchandize  belongs,  it  muft 
be  freely  complied  with. 

Art.  XXVI.  In  cafe  any  fhips  of 
the  fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  on q 
of  the  two  con  trading  parties 
fhould  approach  the  coaft  of  the 
other,  without  any  intention  to 
enter  the  port,  or,  after  having 
entered  it,  without  any  intention 
to  unload  their  cargo,  or  break 
bulk,  they  fhall  condud  themfelves, 
in  that  refped,  according  to  the 
general  rules  pre [bribed,  or  to  be 
prefcribed,  relative  to  that  matter. 

Art.  XXVII.  When  any  veffel, 
belonging  to  the  faid  fubjeds, 
people,  and  inhabitants,  of  one 
of  the  two  parties,  fhall  meet, 
while  failing  along  the  coaft  or  on 
the  open  fea,  a  fhip  of  war  or  pri¬ 
vateer,  belonging  to  the  other,  the 
faid  fhip  of  war  or  privateer,  in 
order  to  avoid  diforder,  fhall  bring 
fuch  veffel  too,  and  fend  her  boat 
with  two  or  three  on  board  her,  to 
whom  the  mafter  or  commander  of 
the  merchantman  fhall  produce  his 
paftport,  and  prove  the  property 
of  the  veffel  ;  and  as  foon  as  fuch 
paftport  fhall  be  produced,  the 
mafter  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  purfue 
his  voyage,  without  being  moleft- 
ed,  or  in  any  other  manner  driven 
or  forced  to  alter  his  intended 
courfe. 

Art.  XXVIII.  It  is  agreed,  that 
when  the  merchandizes  fhall  be  put 
on  board  fhips  or  veftels  of  one  of 
the  two  con  trading  parties,  they 
fhall  not  be  fubjed  to  be  examined 
again,  all  fuch  examination  and 
fearch  being  to  be  made  before 
loading,  and  the  prohibited  goods 
being  to  be  flopped  and  feized  on 
fhorea  before  they  could  be  em¬ 
barked. 
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barked,  unlefs  there  are  drong  fuf- 
picions  or  proofs  of  fraudulent 
practices.  So  that  no  fubjeCt  of 
his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty,  or  of 
the  United  States,  can  be  flopped 
or  moleded  for  that  caufe  by  any 
kind  of  embargo  ;  but  fuch  fubje&s 
of  the  State,  who  fhall  prefume  to 
vend  or  fell  fuch  merchandizes  as 
are  prohibited,  fhall  be  duly  pu¬ 
tt  idled  for  fuch  infraction  of  the 
treaty. 

Art.  XXIX.  The  two  contract¬ 
ing  parties  mutually  grant  each 
other  the  right  of  maintaining,  in 
their  refpeCtive  ports,  Confuis, 
Vice  Confuis,  Agents,  and  Com- 
miffaries,  whofe  bufinefs  ihall  be 
regulated  by  a  particular  conven¬ 
tion. 

Art.  XXX.  In  order  further  to 
forward  and  facilitate  the  com¬ 
merce  between  the  fubjeCts  of  the 
United  States  and  France,  the 
Mod  Chridian  King  will  allow 
them  in  Europe  one  or  more  free 
ports,  to  which  they  may  bring 
and  fell  all  the  commodities  and 
merchandizes  of  the  Thirteen 
United  States.  His  Majedy  will 
alfo  grant  to  the  fubjeCIs  of  the 
faid  States,  the  free  ports,  which 
have  been,  and  are  open,  in  the 
French  Iflands  of  America  ;  all 
which  free  ports  the  faid  fubjeCts 
of  the  United  States  fhall  enjoy, 
conformably  to  the  regulations 
which  determine  that  matter. 

Art.  XXXI.  The  prefent  treaty 
fhall  be  ratified  by  both  parties, 
and  the  ratifications  exchanged, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months,  or 
fooner  if  may  be.  In  witnefs  of 
which,  the  refpeCtive  Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  have  figned  the  above  ar¬ 
ticles,  both  in  the  French  and 
Englidi  language,  neverthelefs  de¬ 
claring,  that  the  prefent  treaty  was 


on; 


finally  digeded 
the  French 


have 
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and  fettled  in 
to  which 
hands  and 


^  anguage, 
affixed  their 


they 
feals. 

Given  at  Paris  the  fixth  day  of 
the  month  of  February,  one  thou- 
fand  leven  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight. 

C.  A.  Gerard, 

B.  Franklin. 

Silas  Deane. 

Arthur  Lee. 


'By  the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States 
rf  America. 

MANIFESTO. 


^"jp^HESE  United  States  having 
been  driven  to  hodilities  by 
the  oppreffive  and  tyrannous  mea- 
fures  of  Great  Brittain  ;  having 
been  compelled  to  commit  the  ef- 
fential  rights  of  man  to  the  deci- 
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fion  of  arms  ;  and  having  been  at 
length  forced  to  fhake  off  a  yoke 
which  had  grown  too  burthenfome 
to  bear,  they  declared  themfelves 
free  and  independent. 

Confiding  in  the  judice  of  their 
caufe,  confiding  in  Him  who  dif- 
pofes  of  human  events,  although 
weak  and  unprovided,  they  fet  the 
power  of  their  enemies  at  defiance. 

In  this  confidence  they  have  con¬ 
tinued,  through  the  various  fortune 
of  three  bloody  campaigns,  unaw¬ 
ed  by  the  powers,  unfubdued  by 
the  barbarity  of  their  foes.  Their 
virtuous  citizens  have  borne,  with¬ 
out  repining,  the  lofs  of  many 
things  which  made  life  defirable. 
Their  brave  troops  have  patiently 
endured  the  hardfhips  and  dangers 
of  afmiation,  fruitful  in  both  be¬ 
yond  example. 


The 
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The  Congrefs  confidering  them- 
felves  bound  to  love  their  enemies, 
as  children  of  that  Being  who  is 
equally  the  Father  of  all,  and  deli- 
rous,  fince  they  could  not  prevent, 
at  lead;  to  alleviate  the  calamities 
of  war,  have  dudied  to  fpare  thofe 
who  were  in  arms  againd  them, 
and  to  lighten  the  chains  of  capti¬ 
vity. 

The  condudi  of  thofe  ferving 
under  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
hath,  with  fome  few  exceptions, 
been  diametrically  oppofite.  They 
have  laid  wade  the  open  country, 
burned  the  defencelefs  villages, 
and  butchered  the  citizens  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Their  prifons  have  been  the 
daughter- houfes  of  her  foldiers, 
their  Blips  of  her  feamen,  and  the 
fevered  injuries  have  been  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  groffed  infults. 

Foiled  in  their  vain  attempt  to 
fubjugate  the  unconquerable  fpirit 
of  freedom,  they  have  meanly  af~ 
failed  the  Representatives  of  Ame¬ 
rica  with  bribes,  with  deceit,  and 
the  fervility  of  adulation.  They 
have  made  a  mock  of  humanity,  by 
the  wanton  dedrudtion  of  men  : 
they  have  made  a  mock  of  reli¬ 
gion,  by  impious  appeals  to  God, 
whild  in  the  violation  of  his  facred 
commands  :  they  have  made  a 
mock  even  of  reafon  itfelf,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  prove,  that  the  li¬ 
berty  and  happinefs  of  America 
could  fafely  be  entruded  to  thofe 
who  have  fold,  their  own,  unawed 
by  the  fenfe  of  virtue,  or  of  diarne. 

Treated  with  the  contempt 
which  fuch  conduft  deferved,  they 
have  applied  to  individuals;  they 
have  iolicited  them'  to  break  the 
bonds  of  allegiance,  and  imbrue 
their  fouls  with  the  blacked  of 


crimes :  but  fearing  that  none 
could  be  found  through  thefe  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  equal  to  the  wickednefs 
of  their  purpofe,  to  influence  weak 
minds,  they  have  threatened  more 
wide  devadation. 

While  the  fhadow  of  hope  re¬ 
mained,  that  our  enemies  could  be 
taught  by  our  example  to  refpedl 
thofe  laws  which  are  held  facred 
among  civilized  nations,  and  to 
comply  with  the  didtates  of  a  reli¬ 
gion  which  they  pretend  in  com¬ 
mon  with  us  to  believe  and  revere, 
they  have  been  left  to  the  influence 
of  that  religion,  and  that  example. 
But  fince  their  incorrigible  diljpo- 
fitions  cannot  be  touched  by  kind- 
nefs  and  compaffion,  it  becomes 
our  duty  by  other  means  to  vindi¬ 
cate  the  rights  of  humanity. 

We,  therefore,  the  Congrefs  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  do 

SOLEMNLY  DECLARE  AND  PRO¬ 
CLAIM,  That  if  our  enemies  pre- 
fume  to  execute  their  threats,  or 
perfid  in  their  prefent  career  of 
barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  ex¬ 
emplary  vengeance  as  fhall  deter 
others  from  a  like  conduct.  We 
appeal  to  that  God  who  fearcheth 
the  hearts  of  men,  for  the  redlitude 
of  our  intentions.  And  in  his  holy 
prefence  we  declare.  That  as  we 
are  not  moved  by  any  light  and 
hafty  fuggedions  of  anger  or  re¬ 
venge,  fo  through  every  poffible 
change  of  fortune  we  will  adhere 
to  this  our  determination. 

Done  in  Congrefs.  by  unani¬ 
mous  confent,  the  thirtieth 
day  of  October,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred,  and 
feventy-eight. 

Atted, 

Charles  Thomson,  Sec. 
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C  H  ARAC.TER  S. 


Account  rf  Michel  Sclmppaeh,  the 
Mountain  Dodlor.  From  Coxc’s 
Sketches  of  the  Natural \  Civil  and 
Political  State  of  SwilTerland. 

Langenau,  Sept.  18,  5776. 

OU  have  heard,  perhaps,  of 
j[  Michel  Sc'nuppacn,  the  fa¬ 
mous  Swifs  doftor  ;  of  whofe  in¬ 
tuitive  fagacity  in  difeovering  the 
feat  of  diforders,  and  applying 
fuitable  remedies  to  them,  many 
wonderful  dories  are  recounted  by 
travellers,  and  which  generally,  I 
fuppofe,  have  encreafed  in  the 
marvellous,  like  Virgil’s  Progrefs 
of  Fame,  in  proportion  as  they 
receded  from  the  feene  of  aftion. 
I  am  now  lodged  in  the  houfe  of 
this  celebrated  Hifculapius  :  it  is 
fituated  above  the  village  of  Lan¬ 
genau,  on  the  fide  of  a  fteep 
mountain  ;  and  from  that  circum- 
flance  he  is  generally  known  by 
the  appellation  of  the  phyfeian  of 
the  mountain. 

Upon  our  arrival  here  we 
found  the  doctor  in  his  apartment, 
furrounded  by  a  number  of  pea- 
fants,  who  were  confulting  him 
upon  their  refpeftive  complaints ; 
each  having  brought  with  him  a 
fmall  bottle,  containing  fome  of 
his  water  :  for,  it  is  by  infpeffing 
the  urine  that  this  medical  fage 
pretends  to  judge  of  the  hate  of 
the  patient.  His  figure  is  ex- 
Vo  l.  XXII. 


tremcly  corpulent  ;  he  has  a  pe¬ 
netrating  eye ;  and  one  of  the 
bell-humoured  countenances  I  ever 
faw.  He  fets  himfelf  oppofite  to 
the  perfon  who  confults  him,  one 
moment  examining  the  water,  and 
the  next  the  patient  ;  and  con¬ 
tinues  regarding  alternately  the 
one  and  the  other  for  fome  time, 
always  whirling  during  the  inter¬ 
vals.  He  then  opens  the  date  of 
the  cafe,  acquaints  the  confultant 
with  the  nature  of  his  complaints, 
and  has  often  the  pood  fortune  to 
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hit  upon  the  true  caufe.  In  a 
word,  his  knack  of  difeoverinp' 
diforders  by  urine,  has  gained 
fuch  implicit  faith  in  his  fkill, 
that  one  might  as  well  doubt  of 
the  Pope’s  infallibility  before  a 
zealous  catholic,  as  of  the  doc¬ 
tors  in  the  prefence  of  his  pa¬ 
tients.  He  has  certainly  per¬ 
formed  feveral  great  cures ;  and 
the  rumour  of  them  hath  brought 
him  patients  from  all  quarters 
of  Europe,  There  are  at  this 
time  in  his  houfe,  and  in  the 
village,  feveral  Englilh  and  French 
people,  together  with  many  Swifs, 
who  are  come  Hither  for  his  ad¬ 
vice. 

The  doff  or  was  formerly,  it 
feems;  a  village  furgeon,  has  a 
(light  tinflure  of  anatomy,  and  is 
efteemed*  a  proficient  in  botany 
and  chemillry  ;  but  his  reputa- 
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tion  as  a  phyfician  has  now  been 
eflablifhed  fome  years.  He  is  faid 
to  have  bat  little  acquaintance 
with  the  theory  of  phyfic ;  the 
greated  part  of  his  knowledge  be¬ 
ing  derived  from  his  extenfive 
practice,  notwithftanding  he  ne¬ 
ver  ftirs  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
his  own  houfe  ;  for  he  would  not 
take  the  trouble  of  going  to  Berne, 
even  to  attend  the  King  of 
France. 

It  is  more  than  probable,  that 
much  of  this  extraordinary  man’s 
fuccefs  in  his  practice,  is  owing  to 
the  great  faith  of  his  patients,  to  the 
benefit  they  receive  from  change 
of  climate,  to  the  falubrious  air 
of  this  mountain,  and  to  the 
amufement  arifing  from  that  con¬ 
it-ant  fuccefiion  of  different  com¬ 
pany  which  affemble  in  this  place, 
in  order  to  apply  to  him  for 
afiidance.  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  caufes  of  his  cele¬ 
brity,  it  has  come  to  him,  as  all 
accounts  agree,  unfought  for  by 
himfelf.  He  has  certainly  many 
excellent  qualities  :  humane  and 
charitable  to  the  higheft  degree  ; 
he  not  only  furnifhes  the  indigent 
peafants  who  confult  him,  with 
medicines  gratis,  but  generally 
makes  them  a  prefent  in  money 
befides  ;  and  he  always  appro¬ 
priates  a  certain  portion  of  his 
gains  to  the  poor  of  his  parifh. 
His  wife,  as  alfo  his  grand-daugh¬ 
ters  who  live  with  him,  are  dreffed 
like  the  peafant  women  of  the 
country;  and  he  has  (hewn  his 
good  fenfe  in  giving  the  latter  no 
better  than  a  plain  education  :  the 
elded  he  bedowed  in  marriage, 
when  file  was  but  fifteen,  upon 
one  of  his  alfidants,  and  gave  with 
her  1300I.  no  inconfiderable  por¬ 
tion  for  this  country.  He  pro¬ 
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cured  a  match  for  her  fo  early,  he 
faid,  to  prevent  her  being  fpoiled. 
by  the  young  gentlemen  telling 
her  file  was  pretty,  and  infpiring 
her  with  the  ambition  of  marrying 
above  her  rank. 

If  domedic  harmony,  and  the 
mod  perfect  fimplicity  of  manners, 
have  any  pretenfions  to  pleafe, 
you  would  be  highly  delighted 
with  this  rural  family.  The  wife 
is  a  notable,  aftive  woman,  and 
not  only  fuperintends  all  the 
houfhold  affairs  with  remarkable 
clevernefs,  but  even  performs  great 
part  of  the  bufinefs  with  her  own 
hands :  fhe  affifis  her  hufband  like- 
wife  in  making  up  his  medicines  ; 
and  as  he  talks  no  other  language 
than  the  Swifs-German,  fhe  ferves 
occafionally  as  his  interpreter.  And, 
as  a  proof  of  his  confidence  in  her 
adminidration  of  his  affairs,  file 
a£ls  alfo  as  his  treafurer,  and  re¬ 
ceives  all  his  fees ;  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year,  amount  to  a  ce>n- 
fiderable  fum  :  for,  although  lie 
never  demands  more  than  the 
price  of  his  medicines,  yet  no 
gentleman  confults  him  without 
giving  him  an  additional  gratuity. 
Many  prefects  have  likewife  been 
made  to  herfelf,  from  perfons  who 
have  reaped  benefit  by  her  huf- 
band’s  prefcriptions  :  feveral  of 
thefe  con  fill  of  valuable  trinkets, 
with  which  on  days  of  ceremony 
fhe  decks  herfelf  forth  to  the  bell 
advantage,  in  the  iimple  drefs  of 
the  country. 

The  family  fit  down  to  table 
regularly  at  twelve  o’clock;  there 
are  always  fome  drangers  of  the 
party,  confiding  not  only  of  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  who  are 
under  the  doflor’s  care,  but  of  tra¬ 
vellers  like  ourfelves,  who  are  led 
hither  by  mptives  of  mere  curio- 
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fity.  When  the  weather  is  fine, 
and  their  guefts  more  numerous 
than  ufual,  dinner  is  ferved  out  of 
doors  in  an  open  filed,  that  looks 
upon  one  fide  of  the  mountain 
and  the  adjacent  country,  with  a 
diftant  view  of  the  glaciers  be¬ 
yond  the  lake  of  Thun.  Yefter- 
day  fome  peafants,  whom  the  doc¬ 
tor  had  invited,  formed  part  of 
our  company;  after  dinner,  he  gave 
fome  money  to  thofe  that  fat  near 
him,  and  ordered  one  of  his  grand¬ 
daughters  to  diftribute  his  bounty 
to  the  others.  The  benevolence  of 
the  old  man,  his  gaiety  and  good- 
humour,  the  chearfulnefs  of  his 
family,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor 
peafants,  the  beauty  of  the  prof- 
pett,  and  the  finenefs  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  formed  all  together  the  molt 
agreeable  and  delightful  fcenes  I 
ever  beheld  ;  and  I  do  not  remem¬ 
ber  in  my  whole  life  to  have  par¬ 
taken  of  any  meal  with  a  more 
fenfible  and  heart-felt  fatisfac- 
tion. 

This  fingular  man  is  very  often 
employed  in  giving  his  advice  from 
eight  in  the  morning  till  fix  in  the 
evening,  with  no  other  intermif- 
fion  than  during  the  time  he  is  at 
table.  His  drugs  are  of  the  beft 
kind;  for  he  collefts  the  fimples, 
as  well  as  diftills  them,  himfelf. 
His  houfe,  like  thofe  of  the  pea¬ 
fants,  is  conftru£ted  of  wood  ;  and, 
though  always  full  of  people,  is 
remarkably  neat  and  clean.  In 
fhort,  every  thing  about  him  has 
the  appearance  of  the  pleafing  fim- 
plicity  cf  former  ages. 

I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  tell 
you,  that  I  confulted  him  this 
morning  myfelf ;  and  afiuredly  I 
hate  reafon  to  be  highly  fatisfied 
with  his  prefcription for,  he  told 
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me  I  was  in  fuch  good  health,  that 
the  only  advice  he  had  to  give  me, 
was,  tf  to  eat  and  drink  well,  to 
dance,  be  merry,  and  take  mo¬ 
derate  exercife.” 

It  is  now  Langenau  fair,  and 
the  village  is  crowded  with  the 
neighbouring  peafants.  Great 
numbers  of  the  men  have  long 
beards,  and  many  of  them  cover 
their  heads  with  a  woman’s  ftraw 
hat,  extremely  broad,  which  gives 
them  a  very  grotefque  appear¬ 
ance  :  their  drefs  is  chiefly  a  coarfe 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fieeves ; 
with  large  puffed  breeches  of  tick¬ 
ing.  The  women  wear  their  hair 
plaited  behind  in  trefies,  with  the 
riband  hanging  down  below  the 
wailt  ;  a  flat  plain  ftraw  hat, 
which  is  very  becoming  ;  a  red  or 
brown  cloth  jacket  without  fieeves  $ 
a  black  or  blue  petticoat  bordered 
with  red,  and  fcarcely  reaching  be¬ 
low  the  knees ;  red  ftockings  with 
black  clocks,  and  no  heels  to 
their  fhoes  ;  their  fhifts  fattened 
clofe  round  the  throat  bv  a  black: 
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collar  with  red  ornaments;  the 
better  fort  have  chains  of  filver 
between  the  fhoulders*  brought 
round  under  each  arm,  and  fa¬ 
ttened  beneath  the  bofom,  the  ends 
han^inr  down  with  fome  fiiver  or- 
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naments. 

I  am  fo  charmed  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  this  village,  the  chearful¬ 
nefs  and  Angularity  of  this  ruftic 
and  agreeable  family,  and  the 
uncommon  character  of  the  hu¬ 
mane  doctor,  that  I  could  with 
pleafure  continue  here  fome  days 
more  :  but  I  am  prefled  for  time,; 
and  have  a  long  journey  before 
me. 

I  am,  &c* 
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Account  of  the  Gonjliiution  and  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Geneva.  From  the 
fame . 

^T^HE  town  of  Geneva  lies 
X  upon  the  narrowed  part  of 
the  extremity  of  the  lake,  where 
the  Rhone  ifl'ues  out  in  two  large 
and  rapid  dreams,  which  foon 
afterwards  unite.  That  river  di¬ 
vides  the  town  into  two  unequal 
parts;  receives  the  muddy  Arve 
in  its  courfe ;  and  flows  through 
part  of  France  into  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean.  Here  its  waters  are  oi  a 
mod  beautiful  tranfparent  green, 
like  thofe  of  the  Rhine  when  it 
flows  from  the  lake  of  Conftance. 
The  adjacent  country  is  uncom¬ 
monly  pibturefque  ;  and  I  could  not 
diffidently  admire  the  magnificent 
views  it  exhibits  :  the  feveral  ob¬ 
jects  which  compofed  this  enchant¬ 
ing  profpedl,  were,  the  town  ; 
the  lake;  the  numerous  hills  and 
mountains,  particularly  the  Saleve 
and  the  Mole,  riling  fuddenly 
from  the  plain  in  a  wonderful 
variety  of  fantadic  forms,  backed 
by  the  glaciers  of  Savoy,  with 
their  frozen  tops  gliitening  in  the 
fun  ;  and  the  majedic  Mont  Blanc 
lifting  up  its  head  far  above  the 
red. 

The  town,  which  lies  partly  in 
the  plain  upon  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle 
afcent,  is  irregularly  built ;  the 
houfes  are  high,  and  mod  of  thofe 
which  Hand  in  the  trading  part  of 
the  city,  have  arcades  of  wood, 
which  are  carried  up  to  their  tops. 
Thefe  arcades,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  obdrudl  the 
dreets,'  and  give  them  a  gloomy 
appearance  ;  but  they  are  ufeful  to 
the  inhabitants  in  protedling  them 
from  the  fun  and  the  rain*  Ge¬ 


neva  is  by  far  the  mod  populous 
town  in  Swiflerland:  for,  Zuric, 
which  comes  next  to  it  in  refpedt 
of  population,  contains  fcarcely 
thirteen  thoufand  fouls  ;  whereas 
the  inhabitants  of  this  place 
amount  to  twenty-four  thoufand. 
This  fuperiority  is  undoubtedly 
owing  to  the  greater  indudry  and 
activity  of  the  inhabitants  ;  to  its 
more  extenfive  commerce  ;  to  the 
facility  of  purchafing  the  burgher- 
ihip,  and  to  the  privileges  which 
government  allows  to  all  foreign¬ 
ers  who  fettle  here.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  city  are  didinguifhed 
into  citizens  and  burghedes,  inha¬ 
bitants  and  natives.  The  citizens 
and  burgheffes  are  alone  admitted 
to  a  diare  in  the  government : 
the  inhabitants  are  drangers  who 
are  allowed  to  fettle  in  the  town 
with  certain  privileges  ;  and  the 
natives  are  the  fons  of  thofe  inha¬ 
bitants,  who  poflefs  certain  addi¬ 
tional  advantages.  The  two  lad 
clades  form  a  large  majority  oi 
the  people. 

The  liberal  policy  of  this  go¬ 
vernment,  in"  receiving  drangers 
and  conferring  the  burgherihip,  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fpirit  of  mod  of  the 
other  dates  of  Swiflerland.  It  is 
here,  indeed,  more  neceflary ;  the 
territory  of  this  republic  being  fo 
exceedingly  fmall,  that  its  very 
exidence  depends  upon  the  num¬ 
ber  and  indudry  of  the  people : 
for,  excludve  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  there  are  fcarcely 
fixteen  thoufand  fouls  in  the  whole 
didribl  of  the  Genevois. 

To  a  man  of  letters,  Geneva  is 
particularly  intereding ;  as  every 
branch  of  fcience  is  here  cultivat¬ 
ed  in  the  mod  advantageous  man¬ 
ner  ;  learning  is  diveded  of  pe¬ 
dantry* 
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dantry,  and  philofophy  united 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  world. 
The  pleafures  of  fociety  are  here 
mixed  with  the  purfuits  of  litera¬ 
ture;  and  elegance  and  urbanity 
give  a  zeft  to  the  profoundeft  dif- 
quifitions.  Nor  arc  letters  con¬ 
fined  in  this  city  merely  to  thofe 
who  engage  in  them  as  a  pro- 
feflion,  or  to  thofe  whofe  fortune 
and  leifure  enable  them  to  follow 
where  genius  leads,  and  enter 
into  a  ftudious  life  by  voluntary 
choice ;  even  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  are  exceedingly  well  in¬ 
formed  ;  and  there  is  no  city  in 
Europe  where  learning  is  fo  uni- 
verfally  diffufed  among  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  I  have  had  great  fatis- 
fadtion  in  converfing  with  feveral 
of  the  fhop-keepers  upon  topics 
both  of  literature  and  politics  ; 
and  was  aftonifhed  to  find,  in 
this  clafs  of  men,  fo  uncommon 
a  (hare  of  knowledge.  But  the 
wonder  ceafes,  when  we  are  told, 
that  they  have  all  of  them  re¬ 
ceived  an  excellent  education  at 
the  public  academy,  where  the 
children  of  the  inhabitants  are 
taught,  under  the  infpedlion  of  the 
magiftrates,  and  at  tne  expence  of 
government. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in 
this  fen. inary,  which  particularly 
contributes  to  the  excitinp-  of  the 
induftry  and  emulation  of  the  ftu- 
dents  :  prizes  are  annually  diftri- 
buted  to  thofe,  who  have  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  in  each  clafs. 
Thele  rewards  conftft  of  fmall  me¬ 
dals,  and  they  are  conferred  with 
fuch  folemnity  as  cannot  fail  of 
producing  great  effedt.  A  yearly 
meeting  is  held  at  the  cathedral, 
of  all  the  magiftrates,  profefiors, 
and  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town  ;  when  the  firft  fyndic  him- 


felf  diftributes,  in  the  moll  public 
manner,  the  feveral  honorary  re¬ 
tributions  to  thofe  who  have  rfe- 
ferved  them.  I  met  this  morning 
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one  of  the  fcholars,  and,  feeing 
his  medal,  alked  him  what  it 
meant?  “  Je  la  porte,”  replied 
the  little  man,  fcarce  eight  years 
old,  “  parce  que  j’ai  fait  mon  de- 
“  voir.”  I  wanted  no  ftronger 
proof  to  convince  me  of  the  bene¬ 
ficial  influence,  upon  young  minds, 
of  thefe  encouraging  and  judi¬ 
cious  diftindtions,  than  appeared 
from  the  fprightly  fpecimen  before 
me. 

The  inhabitants  enjoy  the  ad¬ 
vantage  alfo  of  having  free  accefs 
to  the  public  library  ;  and  by  this 
privilege,  they  not  only  retain  but 
improve  that  general  tindlure  of 
learning  which  they  imbibe  in 
their  early  youth  :  when  I  vifited 
this  library,  it  happened  to  be 
crowded  with  ftudents,  who  were 
returning  the  books  they  had  bor¬ 
rowed,  and  demanding  others.  As 
I  palTed  only  an  hour  in  this  room, 
I  am  ill  quallified  to  give  you  a 
juft  idea  of  its  contents  :  I  re- 
quefted,  however,  the  librarian  to 
point  out  to  me  what  was  moil 
worthy  of  particular  notice.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  among  other  books  and 
manuferipts,  he  (hewed  me  feveral 
folio  volumes  containing  letters 
and  other  writings  of  Calvin, 
which  have  never  been  publifhed. 

Although  Zuingle,  iEcoiampa- 
dius,  and  Haller,  had  reformed 
the  greateft  part  of  Swifferland, 
fome  years  before  Calvin  made 
his  appearance  at  Geneva  ;  yet  the 
latter,  as  Voltaire  juftly  obferves, 
has-  given  his  name  to  the  fedta- 
ries  of  the  reformed  religion,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  new  con¬ 
tinent  took  its  appellation  from 
B  3  Americus 
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Americas  Vefpafius,  although  the 
original  difcovery  was  made  by 
Columbus.  Neither  was  Calvin, 
indeed,  the  fir  ft  reformer  even  of 
Geneva ;  but,  as  he  gave  addi¬ 
tional  ftrength  and  folidity  to  the 
new  eftablifhmejit,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  ecclefiaftical 
form  of  government,  which  has 
ever  fince  been  invariably  obferv- 
ed he  totally  eclipfed  the  fame  of 
his  friend  William  Farel,  who 
fcattered  the  fir  ft  feeds  of  reforma¬ 
tion,  which  the  other  brought  to 
maturity.  In  truth,  fo  great  was 
the  afcendancy  which  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  man,  although  a  ftranger 
in  Geneva,  acquired  over  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  that  he  pofTeffed  no  in- 
cenftderable  influence  even  in  ci¬ 
vil  matters ;  and  bore  a  large  fhare 
in  fettling  the  political  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  republic.  But  his 
care  and  attention  was  not  wholly 
confined  to  ecclefiaftical  and  po¬ 
litical  concerns;  he  promoted,  to 
the  utmoftof  his  power,  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  liberal  arts  and 
fciences,  and  the  ftudy  of  elegant 
literature.  To  this  end,  as  well 
as  for  the  encouraging  of  theolo¬ 
gical  erudition,  he  prevailed  upon 
the  government  of  Geneva  to  efta- 
blifh  a  public  academy.  In  this 
new  feminary,  himfelf,  together 
with  his  colleagues,  eminent  for 
their  fiuperior  knowledge,  read 
lettures,  with  fuch  uncommon  re¬ 
putation  and  fuccefs,  that  the 
youth  from  all  quarters  flocked  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  them  :  and  it 
has  fent  forth,  from  its  bofom, 
men  of  the  oreateft  diftindlion  for 
their  learning  and  abilities. 

There  is  fuch  aftriking  fplendor 
in  the  brighter  parts  of  this  difln- 
terefted  and  celebrated  reformer^ 
phara&er,  that  renders  one,  at  the 


1 779* 

firft  glance,  almoft  infenfible  of 
thofe  dark  fpots  in  it,  which  have 
fo  juftly  fullied  its  glory.  But 
when  one  reflects  a  moment  on. 
the  afperity,  the  arrogance,  the 
prefumptuous  opiniatrety,  of  his 
temper  and  conduct,  and,  above 
all,  on  his  cruel  perfecution  of  his 
former  friend,  the  unhappy  Ser- 
vetus  ;  one  laments,  with  abhor¬ 
rence,  the  mortifying  inftance  this 
famous  man  exhibited,  that  the 
nobleft  qualities  fometimes  mix 
with  the  bafeft,  in  the  compofltion. 
of  human  nature.  With  regard, 
however,  to  his  intolerant  princi¬ 
ples  ;  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  fame  uncharitable  fpirit 
prevailed  alfo  among  fome  others 
of  the  mo  ft  celebrated  reformers  ; 
who  feemed  to  think,  by  a  ftrange 
inconftftency,  and  unaccountable 
blindnefs  not  only  to  the  genius, 
but  to  the  cleareft  precepts  of  the 
gofpel,  that  perfecution  for  con¬ 
fidence  fake  was  unchriftian  in 
every  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment, 
except  their  own.  This  abfurd 
and  dangerous  opinion,  gave  great 
advantage  to  their  adverfaries  of 
the  papal  hierarchy  :  for,  it  is 
obvious  to  the  meaneft  underftand- 
ing,  that,  if  perfecution  is  juftifi- 
able  in  any  particular  church,  it 
muft  be  fo  univerfally. 

The  republic  of  Geneva  is,  how¬ 
ever,  at  prefent,  the  moft  tolerat¬ 
ing  of  all  the  reformed  ftates  of 
Swiflerland  ;  being  the  only  go¬ 
vernment  in  this  country,  which 
ermits  the  Lutheran  religion  to 
e  publicly  exercifed.  In  this  re- 
fpedt  the  clergy,  no  lefs  wifely, 
than  fuitably  to  the  fpirit,  as  well 
as  the  letter,  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
velation,  have  renounced  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  great  patriarch, 
Calvin ;  for,  although  they  ftili 
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hold  that  able  reformer  in  high 
veneration  ;  yet  they  know  how  to 
diftinguifh  his  virtues  from  his 

O 

defeats,  and  to  admire  the  one 
without  being  blindly  partial  to 
the  other. 

The  town  of  Geneva  and  its 
territory,  were  formerly  united  to 
the  German  empire,  under  the 
fucceffors  of  Charlemain  :  but  as 
the  power  of  the  Emperors,  feeble 
even  in  Germany,  was  Hill  weaker 
in  the  frontier  provinces  ;  the 
Bifhops  of  Geneva,  like  feveral 
other  great  vaffals  of  the  empire, 
gradually  acquired  very  confider- 
able  authority  over  the  city  and  its 
domains ;  which  the  Emperors  had 
no  other  means  of  counterbalanc¬ 
ing,  than  by  increaiing  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people.  During  thefe 
times  of  confufion,  conftant  dif- 
pntes  fubfifted  between  the  Bifhops 
and  the  Counts  of  the  Genevois ; 
for,  the  latter,  although  at  their 
firft  inftitution  merely  officers  of 
the  emperor,  and  confidered  as 
vaffals  of  the  biihops ;  yet  they 
claimed  and  afferted  a  right  to 
the  exclufive  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice.  The  citizens  took  advantage 
of  thefe  quarrels ;  and,  by  fiding 
occafionally  with  each  party,  ob¬ 
tained  an  extenlion  of  their  privi¬ 
leges  from  both. 

But  the  Houfe  of  Savoy  having 
purchafed  the  county  of  the  Ge¬ 
nevois,  and  fucceeded  to  all  the 
prerogatives  of  the  counts,  with 
additional  power;  the  biihops  and 
the  people  firmly  united  together, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  encroach¬ 
ments  of  the  former,  which  were 
no  lefs  prejudicial  to  the  authority 
of  the  one,  than  to  the  liberties 
of  the  others.  During  this  pe¬ 
riod,  the  refpe&ive  pretenfions  of 
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the  counts,  the  bifhops,  and  the 
citizens,  were  fo  various,  as  to 
form  a  government  equally  lingu¬ 
lar  and  complicated.  This  har¬ 
mony,  however,  between  the  bi¬ 
ihops  and  citizens,  was  at  length 
broken  by  the  artful  management 
of  the  Counts  of  Savoy,  who  had 
the  addrefs  to  procure  the  epifcopal 
fee  for  their  brothers,  and  even 
for  their  illegitimate  children.  By 
thefe  methods,  their  power  in  the 
city  became  fo  enlarged,  that,  to¬ 
wards  the  commencement  of  the 
fixteenth  century,  Charles  III, 
Duke  of  Savoy,  (although  the 
form  of  the  government  was  en¬ 
tirely  republican)  obtained  an  al- 
moft  abfolute  authority  over  the 
citizens  :  and  Jie  exercifed  it  in 
the  moll  unjuft  and  arbitrary  man¬ 
ner.  Hence  arofe  perpetual  ftrug- 
gles  between  the  duke  and  the  ci¬ 
tizens  ;  the  latter  continually  op- 
pofing,  either  by  open  violence, 
or  fecret  meafures,  his  tyrannical 
ufurpadon  :  thus  two  parties  were 
formed ;  the  zealots  for  liberty 
were  called  eidgenoJJetit  or  confe¬ 
derates  ;  while  the  partifans  of 
the  duke  were  branded  with  the 
appellation  ©f  mammslucs ,  or 
Haves. 

The  treaty  of  alliance  which 
the  town  entered  into  with  Berne 
and  Fribourg,  in  1526,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  true  aera  of  its  li¬ 
berty  and  independence :  for,  not 
long  after,  the  duke  was  defpoiled 
of  his  authority  ;  the  bifhop  dri¬ 
ven  from  the  city  ;  a  republican 
form  of  government  firmly  efta- 
blifhed ;  and  the  reformation  in¬ 
troduced.  From  this  time,  Charles 
and  his  fucceifors  waged  inceffant 
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war  againft  the  town  :  but  his  ho- 
ftilities  were  rendered  ineffectual, 
B  4  by 
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by  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  ci¬ 
tizens,  and  the  adidance  of  the 
canton  of  Berne. 

In  1584  Geneva  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  perpetual  alliance  with 
Zuric  and  Berne,  (Fribourg  hav¬ 
ing  renounced  their  alliance  when 
the  town  embraced  the  reforma¬ 
tion)  by  which  treaty,  it  is  allied 
with  the  Swifs  cantons. 

The  lad  attempt  of  the  Houfe 
of  Savoy  againft  Geneva,  was  in 
1602  ;  when  Charles  Emanuel 
treacheroufly  attacked  the  town 
daring  a  profound  peace.  Two 
hundred  of  his  foldiers  fcaled  the 
walls  in  the  night,  when  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  repofed  in  unfuf-# 
peding  fecurity  ;  but  being  timely 
difcovered,  they  were  repulfed  by 
the  defperate  valour  of  a  few  citi¬ 
zens,  who  glorioufly  facrificed 
their  lives  in  defence  of  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  their  country.  In  memory 
of  this  event,  an  infcription  is 
fixed  upon  the  town-houfe;  and 
home  of  the  fcaling-ladders,  which 
the  enemy  made  ufe  of  to  enter  the 
town,  are  preferved  in  the  arfe- 
nal.  This  perfidy  occafioned  a 
war,  which  was  terminated  the 
year  following  by  a  folemn  treaty  ; 
iince  which,  uninterrupted  peace 
has  been  maintained  between  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy  and  Geneva  :  but 
it  was  not  till  1754,  that  the 
King  of  Sardinia  acknowledged, 
by  a  formal  ad,  the  independence 
of  this  republic. 

No  fooner  was  peace  concluded 
With  the  Houfe  of  Savoy,  than  the 
flames  of  internal  difcord,  fo  apt 
to  kindle  in  popular  governments, 
and  which  had  been  (mothered  by 
their  common  danger  from  a  fo¬ 
reign  enemy,  began  to  appear. 
Accordingly,  during  the  greateft 
part  of  the  iait  century,  to  the 
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prefen t  period,  the  hifiory  of  Gd^ 
neva  contains  little  more  than  a 
narrative  of  contentions  between  the 
ariilocratical  and  the  popular  par¬ 
ty.  Thefe  mutual  druggies  have 
occafionally  been,  exerted  with  fo 
much  violence  and  attimofity,  as 
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to  have  threatened,  for  a  moment, 
a  total  revolution  in  the  date  ;  but 
happily,  however,  they  have  al- 
wa}  s  been  compromifed  without 
producing  any  fatal  effeds. 

About  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century,  the  power  of  the 
council  of  two  hundred  was  be¬ 
come  almoft  abfolute.  In  order  to 
redrain  their  authority,  the  popu¬ 
lar  party,  in  170 7,  procured  a 
law,  by  which  it  was  enaded, 
that  every  five  years  a  general 
council  of  all  the  citizens  and 
burghers  fhould  be  holden,  to  de¬ 
liberate  upon  the  affairs  of  the  re¬ 
public.  Agreeably  to  this  law, 
a  general  afiembly  was  convened 
in  1712;  and  the  very  fird  ad  ex¬ 
erted  by  the  people  in  this  their 
coliedive  capacity,  was  the  total 
abolition  of  the  above-mentioned 
ordinance.  An  event  of  fo  dngu- 
lar  a  nature  can  hardly  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  upon  the  general  prin¬ 
ciple  of  popular  ficklenefs  and  in- 
conddency  :  accordingly  Rouffeau, 
in  his  Lettres  ecrites  de  la  Men - 
tagne ,  imputes  it  to  the  artifices  of 
the  magidrates ;  and  to  the  equi¬ 
vocal  terms  marked  upon  the  bil¬ 
lets  then  in  ufe.  For,  the  quedion 
propofed  to  the  people  being, 
<<r  Whether  the  opinion  of  the 
councils,  for  abolifhing  the 
periodical  general  ademblies, 
(C.  fhould  pafs  into  a  law  ?”  the 
words  employed  on  the  billets  de¬ 
livered  for  that  purpofe,  were,  ap¬ 
probation ,  rejection  ;  lo  that  which¬ 
ever  fide  was  taken,  it  came  to 
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the  fame  point.  If  the  billet  of 
approbation  were  chofen  ;  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  councils  which  rejetted 
the  periodical  affembly,  was  ap¬ 
proved  ;  if  that  of  rejeftion',  then 
the  periodical  affembly  was  re¬ 
jetted  of courfe.  Accordingly,  fe¬ 
veral  of  the  citizens  afterwards 
complained  that  they  had  been  de¬ 
ceived,  as  thjey  never  meant  to  re- 
jedt  the  general  affembly,  but  only 
the  opinion  of  the  councils. 

In  confequence  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  repeal,  the  power  of  the 
ariftocracy  continued  increafing  till 
within  thefe  few  years  ;  when  the 
citizens,  by  a  lingular  conjunttion 
of  favourable  circumftances,  joined 
to  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  union 
and  perfeverance,  have  procured 
feveral  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
conftitution  of  Geneva;  by  which 
the  authority  of  the  magiftrates  has 
been  limited,  and  the  privileges 
of  the  people  have  been  enlarged. 
Happy !  if  they  know  where  to 
flop;  left,  continuing  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  their  own  preroga¬ 
tives,  they  fhake  the  foundations 
of  civil  government,  by  too  much 
reftraining  the  power  of  the  magi¬ 
ftrates. 

The  prefent  conftitution  of  Ge¬ 
neva,  may  be  confidered  as  a  mean 
between  that  of  the  other  ariftocra- 
tical  and  popular  cantons  of  Swif- 
lerland  :  more  demccratical  than 
any  of  the  former,  inafmuch  as  the 
Sovereign  and  legiflative  authority 
entirely  refides  in  the  general  af¬ 
fembly  of  the  citizens  and  burghers ; 
and  more  ariftocratical  than  the 
latter,  becaufe  the  powers  veiled 
in  the  great  and  little  councils  are 
very  confiderable. 

The  members  of  the  fenate,  or 
little  council  of  twenty-five,  enjoy, 
in  their  corporate  capacity,  feveral 
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prerogatives  almolt  as  great  as 
thofe  which  are  poffefted  by  that 
of  the  molt  ariltocradcal  Hates. 
They  nominate  half  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  great  council ;  the 
principal  magiftrates  are  taken 
from  their  body ;  they  convoke 
the  great  council  and  the  gene¬ 
ral  affembly  of  the  citizens  and 
burghers;  they  previouily  delibe¬ 
rate  upon  every  queftion  which  is 
to  be  brought  into  the  great  coun¬ 
cil,  and  from  thence  into  the  ge¬ 
neral  affembly:  in  other  words, 
in  them  is  lodged  the  power  of 
propofing;  ccnfequently,  as  every 
att  mult  originate  from  them,  no 
law  can  pal's  without  their  appro¬ 
bation.  In  this  fenate  is  veiled 
alfo  the  chief  executive  power.; 
the  adminiftration  of  the  finances; 
and,  to  a  certain  degree,  jurifdic- 
tion  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes. 
They  nominate,  likewife,  to  molt 
of  the  fmaller  polls  of  government ; 
and  enjoy  the  foie  privilege  of  con¬ 
ferring  burgherfhip.  They  com- 
pofe,  moreover,  in  conjunttion 
with  thirty-five  members  of  their 
own  choofing,  the  fecret  council ; 
which  never  affembles  but  by  their 
convoking,  and  only  upon  extra¬ 
ordinary  occafions. 

Thefe  confiderable  prerogatives, 
however,  are  counterbalanced  as 
well  by  the  privileges  of  the  great 
council,  as  by  the  franchifes  of 
the  general  affembly.  The  prero¬ 
gatives  of  the  former  confift  in 
choofing  the  members  of  the  fe¬ 
nate  from  their  own  body;  in  re¬ 
ceiving  appeals  in  all  caufes  above 
a  certain  value;  in  pardoning  cri¬ 
minals  ;  in  difpofing  of  the  mod 
important  charges  of  government, 
thofe  excepted  which  are  confer¬ 
red  by  the  general  affembly  ;  and 
in  approving  or  rejetting  whatever 
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39  propofed  by  the  fenate  to  be 
laid  before  the  people. 

The  fovereign  council,  or  ge¬ 
neral  affembly  of  the  people,  is 
compofed  of  the  citizens  and  bur¬ 
ghers  of  the  town  ;  their  number, 
in  general,  amounts  to  about 
3,500,  but  it  is  feldom  that  more 
than  1,200  convene;  the  remain¬ 
der  being  either  fettled  in  foreign 
countries,  or  are  ufually  abfent. 
I  ought  to  have  explained  to  you 
fooner,  the  diftindtion  between  ci¬ 
tizens  and  burghers :  the  latter,  are 
either  the  fons  of  citizens  or  bur¬ 
ghers  #,  born  out  of  Geneva,  or 
have  obtained  the  burgherfhip  by 
parch afe ;  the  former,  are  the 
fons  of  citizens  or  burghers,  born 
within  the  town  of  Geneva.  The 
burghers  may  be  chofen  into  the 
council  of  two  hundred,  but  the 
citizens  can  alone  enter  into  the  fe~ 
Bate,  and  poffefs  the  charges  ap¬ 
propriated  to  that  body. 

The  general  affembly  meets 
twice  a  year ;  choofes  the  prin¬ 
cipal  magiftrates ;  affents  to  or  re¬ 
jects  the  laws  and  regulations  pro¬ 
pofed  by  the  councils  ;  impofes 
taxes  ;  contracts  alliances  ;  de¬ 
clares  war  or  peace  ;  and  nomi¬ 
nates  one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  great  council.  All  queftions 
that  come  before  them  are  decid¬ 
ed  by  the  majority  of  voices ;  and 
each  member  delivers  his  vote 
without  having  the  liberty  of  de¬ 
bating.  The  reftridlion  is  cer¬ 
tainly  reafonable  ;  for,  in  a  popu¬ 
lar  affembly,  like  this  of  Geneva, 
compofed  of  citizens,  the  meaneft 
of  whom  is  well  verfed  in  the  con- 


ftitution  of  the  commonwealth,  and 
where  the  people  in  general  have 
a  ftrong  propen fity  to  enter  int® 
political  diffusions  ;  if  every  voter 
were  permitted  to  fupport  and  en¬ 
force  his  opinion  by  argument, 
there  would  be  no  end  of  debate, 
and  the  whole  time  would  be  con- 
fumed  in  petulant  declamation. 

But  the  principal  check  to  the 
power  of  the  little  council,  arifes 
from  the  method  of  elediing  the 
fyndics,  and  from  the  right  of  re- 
prefentation.  With  refpedt  to  the 
former,  the  four  fyndics,  or  chiefs 
of  the  republic,  are  chofen  an¬ 
nually  out  of  the  little  council,  by 
the  general  affembly  ;  and  there 
mu  ft  be  an  interval  of  three  years 
before  the  fame  members  can  be 
again  eledled.  The  ufual  mode  of 
eledlion  is  as  follows : — The  little 
council  nominate  eight  of  their 
members  for  candidates,  who  muft 
be  approved  by  the  great  council; 
and  out  of  thefe  eight,  the  gene¬ 
ral  affembly  choofe  the  four  fyn¬ 
dics.  They  have  it  in  their  pow¬ 
er,  hbwever,  not  only  to  rejedt 
thefe  eight  propofed  candidates, 
but  alfo  all  the  other  members  of 
the  fenate  fucceftively :  and  in 
that  cafe,  four  members  are  taken 
from  the  great  council,  and  pro¬ 
pofed  to  the  general  affembly.  If 
thefe  are  appointed  fyndics,  they 
immediately  become  members  of 
the  fenate  ;  and  an  equal  number 
of  that  body  are  at  the  fame  time 
degraded,  and  retire  into  the  great 
council.  No  inftanee,  however, 
has  yet  occurred  of  the  general 
affembly  having  exerted  this  power 


*  The  children  of  thofe  who  are  employed  in  foreign  countries,  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  ftate,  although  born  out  of  Geneva,  are  entitled  to  all  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  citizens. 
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of  expelling  four  members  from 
the  fenate  *. 

With  refpedl  to  the  other  re- 
ftraint  I  mentioned  upon  the  power 
of  the  little  council,  viz.  the  right 
of  reprefentation :  every  citizen  or 
burgher,  either  fingly  or  in  a  body, 
has  the  privilege  of  applying  to  the 
fenate  in  order  to  procure  fome  new 
regulation,  or  of  remonftrating  a- 
gainft  any  adl  of  the  magiftracy. 
Thefe  reprefentations  have  proved 
one  of  the  principal  means,  per¬ 
haps,  of  fecuring  the  liberties  of 
the  people  from  the  refpediive  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  two  councils  ; 
as  they  have  frequently  prevented 
the  magiftrates  from  dretching  their 
authority  to  the  fame  arbitrary  ex¬ 
tent  that  has  been  pradtifed  in  lome 
of  the  other  commonwealths  of 
SwilTerland,  The  mao-iftrates  are 
obliged  to  give  an  explicit  anfwer 
to  thefe  reprefentations;  for,  if 
the  firft  is  not  confidered  as  fatis- 
fadlory,  a  fecond  remonftrance  is 
prefented.  According  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  importance  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  the  reprefentation  is  made 
by  a  greater  or  lefs  number  of  ci¬ 
tizens  ;  and  it  has  fometimes  hap¬ 
pened  that  each  remonftrance  has 
been  accompanied  by  feveral  hun¬ 
dred,  in  different  bodies. 

The  falaries  of  the  feveral  ma- 
giftrates  are  fo  inconfiderable,  as 
not  to  offer  any  temptation  on  the 
fide  of  pecuniary  emolument  :  a 
fenfe  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  ambi¬ 
tion,  the  defire  of  ferving  their 
country,  together  with  that  perfo- 
nal  credit  which  is  derived  from 
exercifing  any  office  in  tne  admi- 
niftration,  are  the  principal  mo- 
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tives  which  adtuate  the  candidates 
to  folicit  a  fhare  in  the  magiftracy. 
Accordingly,  the  public  pofts  are 
generally  filled  with  men  of  the 
firft:  abilities,  and  of  the  moll  re- 
fpedtable  charadters.  The  reve¬ 
nues  of  government,  at  the  higheft 
calculation,  fcarcely  amount  to 
30,000  pounds  a  year;  a  fum, 
however,  which,  by  a  well-regu¬ 
lated  ceconomy,  is  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  defray  the  current  ex- 
pences:  fo  that  this  republic  is  en¬ 
abled  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
its  fubjedls,  from  an  income,  which, 
fome  individuals,  both  in  England 
and  France,  fquander  in  vain  pomp 
and  vicious  diffipation. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that,  in  a 
republic  fo  free  as  this  of  Geneva, 
and  where  the  true  principles  of 
liberty  are  fo  well  and  fo  generally 
underftood,  there  fhould  be  nopre- 
cife  code  of  penal  laws :  for,  al¬ 
though  the  form  of  the  procefs  is 
fettled  with  great  precifion,  yet  the 
trial  of  the  criminal  is  private,  and 
the  punishment  left  to  the  arbi¬ 
trary  decifion  of  the  magiftrate. 
Nor  are  the  franchifes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  afcertained  with  that  accuracy 
one  might  well  have  expedted. 
Indeed,  under  Ademar  Fabri,  bi- 
ffiop  of  Geneva  in  the  fourteenth, 
century,  a  certain  number  of  po¬ 
litical  regulations,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  together  with  feveral 
particular  cuftoms  and  liberties, 
were  drawn  up  in  form  ;  and  the 
bifhop  took  an  oath  to  obferve 
them.  Thefe  ftatutes,  if  they  may 
be  fo  called,  were  alfo  confirmed 
by  Amadeus  VIII,  duke  of  Savoy. 
In  all  cafes  of  controverfy,  the 


*  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  citizens  and 
burghers  expelled  four  members  from  the  fenate,  at  the  eiedtion  of  magiftrates 
for  the  year  1777. 
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people  appeal  to  this  code  ;  but  it 
is  not  only  compiled  in  a  very  in¬ 
accurate  and  confufed  manner,  but 
the  magiftrates  refttie  to  be  gover¬ 
ned  by  it,  becaufe  it  was  publifhed 
before  the  independence  of  the  re¬ 
public  was  confirmed.  With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  feveral  laws  which  have 
fmce  been  enabled  in  the  general 
aftembly  ;  fome  few  of  them  in¬ 
deed  are  printed,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  public,  but  the  reft  remain 
in  the  archives  of  the  fenate  :  for, 
there  being  no  particular  fecretary 
belonging  to  the  general  alfembly ; 
all  the  laws  which  they  pafs  are 
taken  down  by  the  fecretary  to  the 
fenate  ;  fo  that  the  latter  are  the 
foie  depositaries  of  thole  edicts 
which  ought  to  be  laid  open  to  the 
infpedtion  of  the  whole  commu¬ 
nity.  The  people  have  repeatedly 
demanded  a  precife  code  of  muni¬ 
cipal  and  penal  laws,  fo  exprefs 
and  determinate,  that  nothing  may 
be  left  to  the  arbitrary  decifion  of 
the  magi  fir  ate  ;  but  the  fenate  has 
always  found  means  of  evading  this 
very  reafonable  and  juft  requiii- 
tion . 

Their  code  of  civil  law  is  the 
molt  perfect  part  of  this  conftitu- 
tion  :  ail  matters  concerning  com¬ 
merce  are  well  regulated  by  it  ; 
and  private  property  fecurely  guar¬ 
ded.  It  is  unneceffary  to  trouble 
you  with  a  particular  detail  of  the 
fumptuary  laws  ;  they  are  much 
the  fame  as  thole  in  moft  of  the 
other  dates  of  Swifterland,  where 
re  (trillions  of  that  kind  are  en¬ 
forced.  But  there  is  one  law,  re¬ 
lating  to  bankrupts,  too  fingularly 
fevere  not  to  be  mentioned.  If  a 
member  of  either  council  becomes 
a  bankrupt,  he  is  immediately  de¬ 
graded  ;  and  from  that  moment  is 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any 


pod  under  government,  until  he 
lhall  have  difeharged  all  the  juft 
demands  of  his  creditors  :  even  his 
children  are  fubjedled  to  the  fame 
dilgrace  ;  and  no  citizen  can  exer- 
cife  any  public  employment  what- 
foever,  while  the  debts  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  remain  unpaid. 

In  this  city,  as  in  all  the  other  prin¬ 
cipal  towns  in  Swifter! and,  a  public 
granary  is  eftablifhed.  Magazines 
of  this  kind  are  ufeful  in  all  ftates, 
but  are  more  particularly  neceftary 
in  fo  populous  a  place  as  Geneva  ; 
which,  if  the  neighbouring  powers 
were  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
corn  into  the  territory  of  the  re¬ 
public,  might  be  expofed  to  all 
the  horrors  of  a  general  famine. 

O 

The  benefit  of  this  inftitution  has 
been  frequently  experienced  in 
times  of  fcarcity  :  and  all  authors 
who  have  pubiifhed  obfervations 
upon  the  government  of  Geneva, 
have  agreed  in  mentioning  it  with 
the  praifes  it  deferves.  But  they 
have  overlooked  one  great  defect 
in  its  regulation,  and  which  is  not 
imputable  to  the  management  of 
thofe  public  granaries  which  are 
eftabliihed  in  Berne  and  Zuric. 
The  chamber  of  corn,  as  it  is  here 
called,  is  a  committee  from  the 
great  co'uncil  of  two  hundred,  em¬ 
powered  to  fupply  the  granary  with 
that  commodity,  at  the  expence 
of  government.  This  corn  is  dried 
by  means  of  machines  well  con¬ 
trived  for  that  purpofe  ;  retailed 
out  to  the  inn-keepers  and  bakers  ; 
a  conliderable  profit  accrues  to  go¬ 
vernment:  and  there  is  always,  in 
cafe  of  neceftity,  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  in  referve  to  fupport  the  inha¬ 
bitants  during  a  year  and  a  half. 
Thus  far,  all  is  right  :  but  then 
the  burden  of  this  inftitution  falls 
upon  the  poor.  For,  as  the  direc¬ 
tors 
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tors  buy  the  corn  at  the  cheapeft 
rate  ;  retail  that  part  of  it  which 
has  been  kept  the  longefi ;  and 
vend  it  at  an  higher  price  than  it  is 
fold  in  the  neighbouring  territo¬ 
ries;  the  bakers  mull;  confequently 
fell  their  bread  dearer,  and  not  of 
fo  good  a  quality,  as  that  which 
may  be  purchafed  on  the  frontiers 
of  Savoy.  But  the  importation  of 
bread  is  ftridlly  prohibited  :  thole 
families,  therefore,  who  can  af¬ 
ford  it,  lay  in  a  provifion  of  corn 
for  their  own  ufe;  while  the  poorer 
fort  fuffer,  by  being  obliged  to 
purchafe,  at  an  advanced  price, 
their  daily  provifion  from  the  ba¬ 
kers.  Perhaps,  however,  the  go¬ 
vernment  is  not  fuificiently  rich  to 
put  their  granary  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  thofe  of  Berne  and 
Zuric,  by  facrificing  the  profit  a- 
riiing  from  the  chamber  cf  corn. 

The  town  is  ftrongly  fortified  on 
the  fide  of  Savoy  ;  and  a  garrifon 
of  about  nine  hundred  men  con- 
ftantly  maintained  :  but  thefe  for¬ 
tifications,  and  this  garrifon,  are 
only  fufficient  to  guard  them  from 
any  fudden  attack  ;  they  could  not 
defend  them  long  againfi:  a  regu¬ 
lar  fiege.  The  great  fecurity  of 
the  republic  coniifis  in  its  alliance 
with  the  Svvifs  cantons,  by  means 
of  Zuric  and  Berne  :  and,  as  it  is 
the  intereft  both  of  the  king  of 
France  and  the  king  of  Sardinia  to 
keep  well  with  the  Swifs,  and  to 
preferve  the  independence  of  Ge¬ 
neva;  it  derives  its  greatefi  fecu¬ 
rity  from  what,  in  fome  cafes, 
would  be  its  greatefi:  danger  ; 
namely,  that  its  territory  borders 
upon  the  dominions  of  fuch  power¬ 
ful  neighbours. 

This  republic  is  the  only  com¬ 
monwealth  in  Swifierland,  that  has 
no  regular  companies  in  any  foreign 
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fervice;  wifely  prohibiting  tne  en- 
lifiing  of  mercenaries  in  every  part 
of  its  territory. 


Reflexions  upon  the  general  State  of 
the  thirteen  Swifs  Cantons,  From 
the  fa?ne. 

AVING,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
former  letters,  communicat¬ 
ed  to  you  fuch  obfervations  as  I 
was  able  to  make  during  my  tour 
through  Swifierland,  concerning 
the  laws,  government,  fiate  of  li¬ 
terature,  &c.  of  each  canton  in 
particular  ;  I  will  now  requeft  from 
ybu  the  fame  candid  indulgence  I 
have  fo  repeatedly  experienced, 
whilfi:  I  lay  before  you  a  few  con¬ 
cluding  remarks,  in  relation  to  the 
fiate  of  Swifierland  in  general. 

There  is  no  part  of  Europe 
which  contains,  within  the  fame 
extent  of  region,  fo  many  inde¬ 
pendent  commonwealths,  and  fuch 
a  variety  of  different  governments, 
as  are  collected  together  in  this  re- 
markable  and  delightful  country  ; 
and  yet,  with  fuch  wifdom  was  the 
Helvetic  union  compofed,  and  fo  f 
little  have  the  Swifs,  of  late  years,, 
been  actuated  with  the  fpirit  of 
conqueft,  that  fince  the  firm  and 
complete  efiablifhment  of  their  ge¬ 
neral  confederacy,  they  have 
fcarcely  ever  had  occafion  to  em¬ 
ploy  their  arms  againfi  a  foreign 
enemy  ;  and  have  had  no  hoftile 
commotions  among  themfelves  that 
were  not  very  fcon  happily  termi¬ 
nated.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fi- 
milar  inftance  in  antient  or  modern 
hifiory,  of  a  warlike  people,  divi¬ 
ded  into  little  independent  repub¬ 
lics,  clofely  bordering  upon  each 
other,  and  of  courfe  having  occa- 
fionally  interfering  interefis,  hav¬ 
ing 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


ing  continued,  during  fo  long  a 
period,  in  an  almoft  uninterrupted 
date  of  tranquillity.  And  thus, 
while  the  feveral  neighbouring 
kingdoms  have  buffered,  by  turns, 
all  the  horrors  of  internal  war,  this 
favoured  nation  hath  enjoyed  the 
felicity  defcribed  by  Lucretius,  and 
looked  down  with  fecurity  upon 
the  various  tem pelts  that  have  fha- 
ken  the  world  around  them. 

But  the  happinefs  of  a  long 
peace,  has  neither  broken  the  fpi- 
rit,  nor  enervated  the  arm  of  this 
people.  The  youth  are  diligently 
trained  to  all  the  martial  exerclfes, 
fuch  as  running,  wreftling,  and 
ikooting  both  with  the  crofs-bow 
and  the  mufket;  a  confiderable 
number  of  well-difciplined  Swifs 
troops  are  always  employed  in  fo¬ 
reign  fervices  ;  and  the  whole 
people  are  enrolled,  and  regularly 
cxercifed  in  their  refpeftive  mili¬ 
tia.  By  thefe  means  they  are  ca¬ 
pable,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  necef- 
iary,  of  colledling  a  very  refpeft- 
able  body  of  forces,  which  could 
not  fail  of  proving  formidable  to 
any  enemy  who  fhould  invade  their 
country,  or  attack  their  liberties. 
Thus,  while  mod  of  the  other 
dates  upon  the  continent  are  tend¬ 
ing  more  and  more  towards  a  mi¬ 
litary  government,  Svvifferland  a- 
lone  has  no  handing  armies  ;  and 
yet,  from  the  nature  of  its  fituation, 
from  its  particular  alliances,  and 
from  the  policy  of  its  internal  go¬ 
vernment,  is  more  fecure  from  in- 
vafion  than  any  other  European 
power,  and  full  as  able  to  with- 
ffand  the  greatell  force  that  can  be 
brought  ap-ainft  it. 

00 

But  the  felicity  of  Swifferland 
does  not  confift  merely  in  being 
peculiarly  exempted  from  the  bur¬ 


dens  and  miferies  of  war  ;  there  is 
no  country  in  which  happinefs  and 
content  more  univerfaily  prevail 
among  the  people.  For,  whether 
the  government  be  ariftocratical, 
democratical,  or  mixed ;  abfolute 
or  limited ;  a  general  fpirit  of  li¬ 
berty  pervades  and  actuates  the  fe¬ 
veral  conffitutions  ,  fo  that  even 
the  oligarchical  hates  (which,  of 
all  others,  are  ufually  the  moh  ty¬ 
rannical)  are  here  peculiarly  mild  ; 
and  the  property  of  the  fubjedt  is 
fecurely  guarded  againft  every  kind 
of  violation. 

But  there  is  one  general  defedt 
in  their  criminal  jurifprudence, 
which  prevails  throughout  this 
country.  For,  although  the  Caro¬ 
line  code,  as  it  is  hyled,  or  the 
code  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Vth,  forms  in  each  of  the  repub¬ 
lics  the  principal  bafis  of  their  pe¬ 
nal  laws,  with  particular  modifica¬ 
tions  and  additions  in  different  dif- 
tridls ;  yet  much  too  great  a  lati¬ 
tude  is  allowed  to  the  refpedlive 
judges,  who  are  lefs  governed  in 
their  determinations  by  this  code, 
or  any  other  written  law,  than  by 
the  common  principles  of  juflice. 
How  far  long  experience  may  have 
juflified  the  prudence  of  trufting 
them  with  this  extraordinary  pri¬ 
vilege,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  difere- 
tionary  powers  of  this  kind,  are 
undoubtedly  liable  to  the  mod 
alarming  abufe,  and  can  never, 
without  the  created  hazard,  be 
committed  to  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
girtrate. 

I  cannot  forbear  refie£ling,  upon 
this  occafion,  on  the  fuperior  wif- 
dom,  in  the  prefent  infiance,  as 
well  as  in  many  others,  of  our  own 
moil  invaluable  cortflitution  ;  and 
indeed,  it  is  impofiible  for  an  Eng- 
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liftman  to  obfervc,  in  his  travels, 
the  governments  of  other  countries, 
without  becoming  a  warmer  and 
more  affectionate  admirer  of  his 
own.  In  England,  the  life  and 
liberty  of  the  fubjedl  does  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  arbitrary  decifion 
of  his  judge,  but  is  fecured  by  ex 
prefs  laws,  from  which  no  magi- 
ftrate  can  depart  with  impunity. 
This  guarded  precifion,  it  is  true, 
may  occafionally,  perhaps,  be  at¬ 
tended  with  fome  inconveniences  ; 
but  they  are  overbalanced  by  ad¬ 
vantages  of  fo  much  greater  weight 
as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible  in  the 
fcales  of  juftice.  I  do  not  mean, 
however,  to  throw  any  imputation 
upon  the  officers  of  criminal  jurif- 
diClion  in  Svvifferland  :  as  far  as  I 
could  obferve,  they  adminifter  dif- 
tributive  juftice  with  an  impartial 
and  equitable  hand. 

I  remarked,  with  peculiar  fatis- 
fadlion,  the  excellent  ftate  ©f  the 
prifons  throughout  this  country, 
and  the  humane  precautions  wh;ch 
the  feveral  legiflatures  have  taken 
with  refpeft  to  felons  :  a  circum- 
ftance  which  could  not  fail  of 
ftriking  me  the  more  forcibly,  as 
the  contrary  is  but  too  vifible  in 
England.  In  Swifferland,  the  cri¬ 
minals  are  confined  in  wholefome 
and  feparate  wards ;  and  inftead 
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of  languifhing  long  in  prifon,  to 
the  great  injury  of  their  health,  or 
total  wafte  of  their  little  remnant 
of  money  ;  they  are  almoft  immedi¬ 
ately  brought  to  trial.  In  Eng¬ 
land,  a  criminal,  or  one  fufpeCtedl 
to  be  fuch,  may  be  confined  fix 
months  before  his  fate  fhall  be  de¬ 
termined  :  and  if  he  happen  to  be 
proved  innocent,  and  fhould  be  in 
low  circumftances  ;  the  lofs  of  his 
time,  together  with  the  expences 
of  the  gaol-fees,  may  probably  oc- 
cafion  his  utter  ruin  ;  while  his 
morals  are  in  no  lefs  danger,  by- 
being  compelled  to  affociate  with 
a  fet  of  abandoned  wretches,  loft 
to  all  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  encou¬ 
raging  each  other  in  their  common 
profligacy.  How  much  is  it  to  be 
lamented,  that,  while  our  code  of 
criminal  jurifprudence  is  in  gene¬ 
ral  formed  upon  principles,  which 
diftinguifh  us  with  honour  among 
the  nations  of  Europe  ;  that  our 
courts  of  juftice  are  thrown  open 
to  the  view  of  all  the  world  ;  and 
that  we  enjoy  the  ineftimable  and 
almoft  peculiar  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  our  equals ;  how  much 
(I  cannot  forbear  repeating)  is  ic 
to  be  lamented,  that  the  fame 
equitable  and  humane  fpirit  fhould 
be  found  wanting  in  fo  important 
an  article  of  our  penal  laws  *. 

One 


*  For  a  more  particular  account  of  the  prifons  in  Swifferland,  the  reader  is- 
referred  to  a  treatile  concerning  ie  Ehe  Jiate  of  the  prifons  in  England  and  Wales , 
<(  and  an  account  of  fome  foreign  prifons ,  by  John  Howard,  Efq\  1777.”  In 
this  treatife  (which  merits' the  attention  of  every  friend  to  humanity)  the  wor¬ 
thy  author  has  produced  many  melancholy  proofs  of  the  fad  ftate  of  the  Engliih 
prifons,  and  how  very  inferior  they  are  to  thofe  abroad  in  every  circumftance 
relating  to  the  health  and  good  government  of  the  unhappy  perfons  confined  in 
them.  And  it  cannot  but  afford  him  the  mod  fenfible  fatisfa&ion  to  find,  that 
his  benevolent  and  perfevering  labours  have  already  been  productive  of  fome 
very  advantageous  regulations,  particularly  concerning  the  fees  of  prifoners 
who  fhall  be  acquitted,  and  the  prevention  of  the  gaol  diftemper.  As  Mr.  H. 
ftill  continues  his  laudable  refearches  through  all  the  moft  confiderable  prifons 

upon 
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One  cannot  but  be  aftoniflied, 
as  well  as  concerned,  to  find,  that 
in  a  country  where  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  civil  government  are  fo 
well  underftood  and  fo  generally 
adopted  as  in  Swiflerland,  that  the 
trial  by  torture  is  not  yet  aboliffi- 
ed  :  for,  in  fome  particular  cafes, 
the  fufpedted  criminal  is  ftiil  put 
to  the  rack.  The  inefficacy,  no 
lefs  than  the  inhumanity,  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  extort  the  truth  by 
the  feveral  horrid  inllruments 
which  too  ingenious  cruelty  has 
deviled  for  that  purpofe,  has  been 
fo  often  expofed  by  the  ableli  wri¬ 
ters,  that  it  would  be  equally  im¬ 
pertinent  and  fuperfluous  to  trou¬ 
ble  you  with  any  reflections  of  mine 
upon  the  fubjebt :  and  indeed,  the 
whole  flrength  of  the  feveral  argu¬ 
ments  that  have  been  urged  upon 
this  occaflon,  is  comprifed  in  the 


very  juft  and  pointed  obfervatioa 
of  the  admirable  Bruyere,  that  la 

queftion  eft  une  invention  marveilleufs 
&  tout-a-fait  Jure ,  pour  perdre  wi 
innocent  qui  a  la  complexion  foible ,  & 
fauvre  un  coup  able  qui  efl  ne  robujie  *. 
I  cannot,  however,  but  add,  in 
juftice  to  the  Swifs,  that  zealous 
advocates  have  not  been  wanting 
among  them  for  the  total  abolition 
of  torture  :  but  arguments  of  rea- 
fon,  and  fentiments  of  humanity, 
have  been  found,  even  in  this  ci¬ 
vilized  and  enlightened  country, 
to  avail  little  again  11  inveterate 
cuftom  and  long-confirmed  preju¬ 
dices  f . 

Learning  is  lefs  generally  diffu- 
fed  among  the  catholic  than  the 
proteftant  Hates :  but  in  both,  a 
man  of  letters  will  find  abundant 
opportunities  of  gratifying  his  re- 
fearches  and  improving  his  knovv- 


upon  the  continent,  and  intends  fubmitting  the  refult  of  them  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  Parliament ;  it  may  juftly  be  hoped,  that  he  will  be  rewarded  with  the 
happinefs  of  having  become  the  means  of  effe&ually  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  Britilli  Senate  upon  an  object  fo  highly-deferving  the  care  of  every  wife  and 
humane  legifiature. 

*  Caradleres,  Vol.  ii.  p.  203, 

■f  Criminal  juftice  is  here,  as  in  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  adminiftered 
agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.  According  to  the  maxims  of  that  code, 
the  criminal’s  confeffion  is  abfolutely  requilite,  in  order  to  his  differing  capital 
punifhment  5  and  confequently,  all  thole  nations  who  have  not  eftablilhed  a 
new  code  of  criminal  jurlfprudence,  retain  the  ufe  of  torture. 

The  prefent  king  of  Pruffia,  it  is  well  known,  fet  the  example  in  Germany, 
of  abolilhing  this  inhuman  praflice  ;  but  few,  perhaps,  are  apprifed,  that  the 
firft  hint  of  this  reformation  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  reading  the  Hiftory  of 
England.  For,  one  of  the  principal  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  method  of 
extorting  confeffion,  being  that  it  affords  the  beft  means  of  difcovering  plots 
againft  government ;  the  fagacious  monarch  remarked,  that  the  Britiffi  annals 
fully  confuted  the  fallacy  of  that  reafoning.  Few  kingdoms,  he  obferved,  had  i 
abounded  more  in  confpiracies  and  rebellions  than  England  ;  and,  yet,  that  the  | 
leaders  and  abettors  of  them  had  been  more  fuccefsfully  traced  and  difcovered, 
without  the  ufe  of  torture,  than  in  any  country  where  it  was  praelifedo  : 
e<  From  thence,”  added  this  wife  politician,  fpeaking  upon  the  fubje61,  I  * 
faw  the  abfurdity  of  torture,  and  abolilhed  it  accordingly.” 

The  above  anecdote,  which  I  had  from  very  refpeflable  authority,  bears  the : 
mod  honourable  teftimony  to  the  efficacy  as  well  as  the  mildnefs  of  our  penal: 
laws,  and  to  the  fuperior  excellency  of  the  procefs  obferved  in  eur  courts  of 
criminal  juftice. 

ledge  A 
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ledge.  To  the  natural  philoso¬ 
pher,  Swiflerland  will  afford  an 
inexhaustible  Source  ol  entertain¬ 
ment  and  information,  as  well  from 
the  great  variety  of  phyfical  curi- 
ofities  fo  plentifully  fpread  over  the 
country,  as  from  the  confiderable 
number  of  perfons  eminently  Skil¬ 
led  in  that  branch  of  fcience.  In¬ 
deed  in  every  town,  and  almoff  in 
every  village,  the  curious  travel¬ 
ler  will  meet  with  collections  wor¬ 
thy  of  his  attention. 

With  refpedt  to  agriculture  ; 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in 
the  world  where  the  advantageous 
effects  of  unwearied  and  perfever- 
'ing  indultry  are  more  remarkably 
confpicuous.  In  travelling  over 
the  mountainous  parts  of  Swifler- 
land,  I  was  Struck  with  admiration 
and  aSloniShment,  to  cbferve  rocks, 
that  were  formerly  barren,  now 
planted  with  vines,  or  abounding 
in  rich  paSture  ;  and  to  mark  the 
traces  of  the  plough  along  the  fides 
of  precipices  fo  Steep,  that  it  mufi 
be  with  great  difficulty  that  a  horfe 
could  even  mount  them.  In  a 
word,  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have 
furmounted  every  obstruction  which 
foil,  fituation,  and  climate,  had 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  to  have 
fpread  fertility  over  various  fpots 
of  the  country  which  nature  feemed 
to  have  configned  '  to  everlaSting 
barrennefs.  In  fine,  a  general 
Simplicity  of  manners,  an  open 
and  unaffected  franknefs,  together 
with  an  invincible  fpirit  of  free¬ 
dom,  may  jultly  be  mentioned  in 
the  number  of  thofe  peculiar  qua¬ 
lities  which  dignify  the  public  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  people,  and  distin¬ 
guish  them  with  honour  among  the 
Rations  of  Europe. 

Vol.  XXII. 
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A  Sketch  of  an  Hiforical  Panegyric 
on  the  Marfbal of  Berwick,  by  the 
P refident  Montefquieu.  From 
Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick. 

E  was  born  on  the  2 1 ft  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1670  ;  was  fon  of 
James,  Duke  of  York,  fence  King 
of  England,  and  of  Mils  Arabella 
Churchill.  Such  indeed  was  the 
the  fate  of  this  houfeof  Churchill, 
that  it  gave  birth  to  two  men,  who 
were  deilined,  at  the  fame  time, 
each  of  them  to  Shake,  and  to  fup- 
port,  the  two  greateft  monarchies 
of  Europe. 

At  feven  years  of  age  he  was 
fent  into  France  to  complete  his 
Studies,  and  follow  his  exercifes. 
The  Duke  of  York  having  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  crown  on  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1685,  fent  him  the 
following  year  into  Hungary,  and 
he  was  prelent  at  the  Siege  of 
Bud  a. 

He  paSTed  the  winter  in  Eng¬ 
land,  where  the  King  created  him 
Duke  of  Berwick.  In  the  fpring 
he  returned  into  Hungary,  where 
the  Emperor  gave  him  the  rank  of 
Colonel  to  command  Taaff’s  regi¬ 
ment  of  Cuiraffiers.  He  ferved 
the  campaign  of  1687,  in  which 
the  Duke  of  Lorrain  obtained  the 
victory  at  Mohatz  ;  and  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Vienna,  the  Emperor  pro¬ 
moted  him  to  the  rank  of  Major- 
General. 

Thus  the  Duke  of  Berwick  was 
firff  trained  to  arms,  under  the 
great  Duke  of  Lorrain  ;  and  his 
life,  ever  fince,  has  been  in  a  man¬ 
ner  entirely  devoted  to  this  pro¬ 
fession. 

He  returned  into  England  ; 
when  the  King  gave  him  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Portfmouth,  and  of 
the  county  of  Southampton.  He 
C  had 
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liad  already  a  regiment  of  infantry. 
The  regiment  of  horfe-guards,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  was 
afterwards  given  him  :  fo  that  at 
{even teen  years  of  age,  he  was  in 
a  fituation  highly  flattering  to  a 
man  of  an  elevated  mind  ;  for  he 
faw  the  track  of  glory  open  before 
him,  and  was  in  a  way  of  being 
able  to  perform  great  actions. 

In  1688  the  Revolution  took 
place  in  England  ;  and  amidft  the 
number  of  misfortunes  that  fur- 
rounded  the  King  on  a  fudden,  the 
Duke  of  Berwick  was  charged  with 
affairs  of  the  higheft  confequence. 
The  King  having  fixed  upon  him 
for  affembling  the  array,  one  of 
the  treacheries  committed  by  his 
"minifters  was  to  delay  the  fending 
of  the  orders  for  this  purpofe,  that 
opportunity  might  be  given  to 
feme  other  perfon  to  lead  off  the 
troops  to  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He 
accidentally  met  with  four  regi¬ 
ments  that  were  intended  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  brought  them  back  to  his  poft. 
He  exerted  himfelf  to  the  utmofl  in 
order  to  favePortfmouth,  which  was 
blocked  up  by  fea  and  land,  and  had 
no  other  provifions  than  what  were 
daily  fupplied  by  the  enemy,  till 
the  King  ordered  him  to  deliver 
up  that  fortrefs.  His  Majefty  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  refolution  to  make 
his  efcape  into  France,  the  Duke 
was  one  of  the  five  perfons  whom 
he  entrufted  with  his  defign,  and 
who  followed  him.  The  King, 
immediately  on  his  landing,  lent 
him  toVerfailles  torequeflan  afy- 
lum.  He  was  then  but  juft  eigh¬ 
teen  years  old. 

Aimed:  all  Ireland  having  pre¬ 
ferred  its  fidelity  to  King  James, 
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that  prince  went  therein  the  month 
of  March,  1689  ;  and  an  unfortu¬ 
nate  war  en fued.  in  which  bravery 
was  always  confpicuous,  and  con¬ 
duct  alwav  deficient.  Of  this  war 
in  Ireland  it  may  be  faid,  that  in 
London  it  was  confidered  as  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day,  and  the  capi¬ 
tal  concern  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
in  France,  it  was  looked  upon  as 
a  war  carried  ©n  from  motives  of 
particular  attachment  and  deco¬ 
rum.  The  Englifh,  who  chofe  to 
avert  a  civil  war  from  themfelves, 
crufhed  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
It  feemed  even  as  if  the  French 
officers  who  were  lent  there,  were 
impreffed  with  the  fame  ideas  as 
thofe  whofent  them  :  they  had  but 
three  objects  in  view,  to  get  there, 
to  fight,  and  to  return.  Time  has 
fhewn  that  the  notions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  upon  thefe  matters  were  more 
juft  than  ours. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  on  home  particular 
occafions,  and  was  made  a  Lieu- 
ten  ant-  General. 

Lord  Tyrconnel,  on  Ills  depar¬ 
ture  for  France  in  the  year  1690, 
left  the  general  command  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick. 
He  was  then  but  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  it  appeared  from  his  con¬ 
duct,  that  heaven  had  bellowed 
prudence  upon  him  at  a  more  early 
period  of  life  than  upon  any  oilier 
man  of  his  time.  The  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne  had  difeourag- 
ed  the  Irift)  troops  :  King  William 
had  indeed  railed  the  fiege  of  Li¬ 
merick,  and  was  returned  into 
England  ;  but  this  did  not  much 
improve  the  ftate  of  affairs.  Lord 
Churchill  #  landed  on  a  fudden  in 
Ireland  with  eight  thoufand  men. 

e  of  Marlborough. 
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It  was  necelTary  at  the  fame  time 
to  check  the  rapidity  of  his  pro- 
grefs,  to  re-eftablifh  the  army,  to 
diffipate  fadlions,  and  to  conciliate 
the  minds  of  the  Irifh.  All  this 
was  effected  by  the  Duke  of  Ber¬ 
wick. 

In  1691,  the  Duke  of  Tyrcon- 
nel  having  returned  into  Ireland, 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  went  back 
into  France,  and  attended  Lewis 
XIV.  as  volunteer,  to  the  fieo-e  of 
Mons.  He  ferved  in  the  fame  ca¬ 
pacity  under Marfhal  Luxembourg, 
in  the  campaign  of  1692,  and  was 
prefent  at  the  battle  of  Steinkirk. 
The  following  year  he  was  made 
Lieutenant-General  in  France,  and 
acquired  much  honour  at  the  battle 
of  Neerwinden,  where  he  was 
taken  prifoner.  The  reports  that 
were  circulated  upon  this  occafi on, 
muk  certainly  have  originated  from 
perfons  who  had  the  highefb  idea 
of  his  keadinefs  and  courage.  He 
continued  to  ferve  in  Flanders  un¬ 
der  Marfhal  Luxembourg,  and 
afterwards  under  Marfhal  Ville- 
roy. 

In  1696,  he  was  fent  privately 
into  England,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  fome  Englifh  noblemen,  who 
had  refolved  to  reflore  the  Kine-. 
He  was  charged  with  a  very  flrange 
kind  of  commiffion,  which  was  to 
induce  thefe  noblemen  to  ad  a- 
gainft  common  fenfe.  He  did  not 
fucceed  ;  and  haftened  his  return 
upon  receiving  information  that 
there  was  a  plot  carrying  on  a- 
gainft  the  perfon  of  King  William, 
becaufe  he  did  not  chufe  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  this  confpiracv.  I  re¬ 
member  having  heard  him  fay, 
that  a  man  had  difcovered  him  by 
a  kind  of  family  likenefs,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  the  length  of  his  fin¬ 
gers  3  that  luckily  this  man  hap- 
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pened  to  be  a  Jacobite,  and  faid  to 
him,  God  blefs  you  in  all  your  under¬ 
takings.  This  relieved  him  from 
his  embarr ailment. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  loft  his 
firfl  wife  in  the  month  of  June, 
1698.  He  had  married  her  in 
1695.  She  was  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Clanricard.  He  had  a  fon 
by  her,  who  was  born  on  the  21k 
of  Odober,  1696. 

In  1699  he  made  a  tour  into 
Italy,  and  at  his  return  married 
Mademoifelle  de  Bulkeley,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Madame  de  Bulkeley,  Lady 
of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen  of 
England,  and  of  M.  de  Bulkeley, 
brother  of  Lord  Bulkeley. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  II. 
King  of  Spain,  King  James  fent 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  to  Rome,  to 
congratulate  the  Pope  on  his  elec¬ 
tion,  and  to  offer  him  his  fervices 
to  command  the  army  that  France 
preffed  him  to  raife,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  a  neutrality  in. 
Italy;  and  the  Court  of  St.  Ger¬ 
mains  offered  to  fend  fome  Irifh 
troops,  to  be  under  his  command. 
The  Pope  thought  the  affair  rather 
too  ferious  for  him,  and  the  Duke 
of  Berwick  returned. 

In  1701  he  loft  the  King  his  fa¬ 
ther,  and  in  1702  he  ferved  in 
Flanders  under  the  Duke  of  Bur.? 
gundy  and  Marfhal  BouHers ;  in 
1703,  on  his  return  from  the  cam¬ 
paign,  he  was  naturalized  a  fubject 
of  France,  with  the  content  of  the 
Court  of  St.  Germains. 

In  1704,  the  King  fent  him  in¬ 
to  Spain  at  the  head  of  eighteen 

r  in 

battalions  and  nineteen  fquadrons; 
and  upon  his  arrival  the  King  of 
Spain  appointed  him  Captain- Ge¬ 
neral  of  his  forces,  and  made  him 
put  his  hat  on  in  his  pretence. 

C  2 


The 


20 


ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1779. 


The  Court  of  Spain  was  diftur- 
bed  by  intrigues.  The  govern¬ 
ment  was  very  ill  conduced,  be- 
caufe  every  one  wifhed  to  guide 
the  reins  of  it.  Every  thing  de¬ 
generated  into  cabals,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  principal  objects  of  his 
commillion,  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
them.  All  parties, endeavoured  to 
gain  him  over,  but  he  would  not 
fide  with  either  of  them  ;  and  ap¬ 
plying  himfelf  only  to  the  fuccefs 
of  public  affairs,  he  confidered  the 
intereft  of  individuals  merely  as 
they  were  ;  he  paid  no  attention  to 
Madame  d'Orfini,  to  Orry,  to  the 
Abbe  d’Etrees,  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  Queen,  or  to  the  bias  of 
the  King  :  the  welfare  of  the  mo¬ 
narchy  engrcffed  all  his  thoughts. 

The  Duke  of  Berwick  received 
Orders  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
difmiffion  of  Madame  d’Orfini. 
The  King  wrote  to  him  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  :  “  Tell  my  grand - 
**  fon.  that  he  owes  me  this  mark 
“  of  com.plaifance.  Urge  all  the 
* e  motives  you  can  imagine  to  per- 

fuade  him,  but  do  not  tell  him 
**  that  I  final  1  abandon  him,  for 
£i  he  would  never  believe  you.” 
The  King  of  Spain  confented  to 
the  difmiffion. 

This  year,  11704.,  the  Duke  of 
Berwick  faved  the  kingdom  of 
Spain  ;  he  hindered  the  Portu¬ 
guese  army  from  going  to  Madrid. 
His  army  was  two- thirds  weaker 
than  that  of  the  enemy  ;  he  was 
conftantly  receiving  orders  from 
court,  one  after  another,  to  retire 
and  to  riik  nothing.  The  Duke  of 
Berwick,  who  faw  that  Spain  was 
loft  if  he  obeyed,  would  not  dif- 
Co'ntinue  to  expofe  himfelf  to  rifles, 
and  difputed  every  inch  of  ground. 
The  Portuguefe  army  retired,  and 


the  Duke  of  Berwick  did  the  fame. 
At  the  end  of  the  campaign  he  re¬ 
ceived  orders  to  return  into  France. 
This  was  the  effect  of  court  in¬ 
trigue  ;  and  he  felt  what  fo  many 
had  experienced  before,  that  to 
pleafe  at  court  is  the  greateft  fer- 
vice  a  man  can  do  ;  without  which, 
all  our  works,  to  make  uffi  of  the 
language  of  divines,  are  nothing 
more  than  dead  works. 

In  1705  the  Duke  of  Berwick 
was  fent  to  command  in  Langue¬ 
doc  ;  and  the  fame  year  he  laid 
fiege  to  Nice,  and  took  it. 

In  1 706  he  was  made  Marfhal  of 
France,  and  fent  into  Spain  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  againft 
Portugal.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
raifed  the  fieve  of  Barcelona,  and 
had  been  obliged  to  return  by 
France,  and  to  re-enter  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Spain  through  Navarre. 

I  have  obferved,  that  before  he 
quitted  Spain,  the  firlt  time  of  his 
ferving  there,  he  had  faved  the 
kingdom  ;  and  upon  this  occafion 
he  faved  it  a  fecond  time.  I  ft  all 
take  but  a  curfory  view  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  which  it  is  the  bufmefs 
of  hiftory  to  record.  I  fhall  only 
fay,  that  all  was  loft  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  campaign,  and  all  re¬ 
covered  at  the  end  of  it.  In  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Maintenon’s  Letters  to 
the  Princefs  Orftni,  we  may  fee 
what  was  the  opinion  of  the  two- 
courts  at  that  time.  They  wifhed, 
but  they  had  no  hopes  remaining. 
The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted 
the  Queen  to  join  his  army,  but 
fhe  was  prevented  by  the  advice  of 
fome  timid  perfons.  They  endea¬ 
voured  to  perfuade  her  to  retire  to 
Pampeluna  ;  the  Marfhal  of  Ber¬ 
wick  made  it  appear,  that  if  this 
ftep  were  taken,  every  thing  was 
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loft,  becaufe  the  Caftilians  would 
then  think  themfelves  forfaken  : 
the  Queen  therefore  retired  to  Bur¬ 
gos  with  her  counfellors,  and  the 
King  joined  the  fmall  army.  The 
Portuguefe  went  to  Madrid  ;  and 
the  Marfhal,  by  conduct  merely, 
without  rifking  a  ftngle  action, 
obliged  the  enemy  entirely  to  quit 
Caftile,  and  wedged  in  their  army 
between  the  kinedoms  of  Valencia 
and  Arragon.  He  conduced  them 
thither  by  one  march  after  another, 
as  a  fhepherd  leads  his  flock.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  this  campaign 
was  more  glorious  to  him  than  any 
of  the  other  he  made,  becaufe  the 
advantages  obtained  by  it,  not  hav¬ 
ing  depended  on  an  action,  fur- 
niilied  the  opportunity  for  a  conti¬ 
nual  difplay  of  his  talents.  He 
took  more  than  ten  thou  fan  d  pri- 
foners,  and  by  this  campaign  pav¬ 
ed  the  way  for  the  fecond,  render¬ 
ed  ftill  more  iHuftrious  by  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Almanza,  the  reduction  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Valencia  and 
Arragon,  and  the  capture  of  Le- 
rida. 

It  was  in  this  year,  ij 07,  that 
the  King  of  Spain  bellowed  upon 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  the  towns 
of  Liria  and  Xerica,  w'ith  the  rank 
of  Grandee  of  the  firft  clafs ;  which 
procured  him  a  ftill  greater  efta- 
blilhment  for  his  fon  by  his  firft 
wife,  in  his  alliance  with  Dona 
Catherina  of  Portugal,  heirefs  of 
the  houfe  of  Veraguas.  The  Mar¬ 
fhal  gave  him  up  all  his  poffeftions 
in  Spain. 

At  the  fame  time  Lewis  XIV. 
gave  him  the  government  of  the 
Limofin,  entirely  of  his  own  ac¬ 
cord,  without  being  afked  for  it  by 
the  Duke. 

I  muft  take  this  opportunity  of 


fpcaking  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
and  I  fhall  do  it  with  the  greater 
fatisfadlion,  as  what  I  fhall  fay  of 
him,  can  but  redound  to  his  ho¬ 
nour  as  well  as  the  MarlhaPs. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  came  to 
command  the  army.  His  evil  def- 
tiny  made  him  think  he  fhould 
have  time  to  pafs  by  Madrid.  The 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  difpatched 
meftenger  after  melfenger  to  ac¬ 
quaint  him  that  he  fhould  foon  be 
under  a  neceftity  of  giving  battle  : 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  fet  out,  and 
notwithftanding  the  utmoft  expe¬ 
dition,  did  not  arrive  in  time. 
There  were  not  wanting  courtiers 
who  endeavoured  to  infinuate  to 
the  Prince,  that  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick  had  been  well  pleafed  to 
give  battle  without  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  deprive  the  Prince 
of  the  glory  of  it.  But  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  was  fatisfied  that  he 
had  it  in  his  power  to  do  him  juf- 
tice,  which  he  very  well  knew  how 
to  do  ;  and  only  complained  of  his 
ill  fortune. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans,  who 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  returning 
without  having  done  any  thing, 
propofed  the  fiege  of  Lerida.  The 
Marfhal  of  Berwick,  who  was  far 
from  agreeing  with  the  Duke  in 
this  point,  explained  his  reafons 
for  it  in  a  ftrong  manner  ;  and  even 
propofed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
court.  The  fiege  of  Lerida  was 
refolved  upon.  From  that  moment 
the  Marfhal  faw  no  farther  obfta- 
cles :  he  knew,  that  though  pru¬ 
dence  be  the  firft  of  all  virtues  before 
an  enterprize  is  begun,  it  is  only  a 
fecondary  one  after  it  is  under¬ 
taken.  Perhaps  had  he  been  the 
propofer  of  this  fiege,  he  would 
have  been  lefs  apprehenftve  of  the 
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railing  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Or¬ 
leans  finifhed  the  campaign  with 
glory  ;  and  thiscircumftance, which 
would  infallibly  have  bred  a  quar¬ 
rel  between  two  men  of  an  ordi¬ 
nary  turn  of  mind,  ferved  only  to 
unite  thefe  two  more  firmly  toge¬ 
ther;  and  I  remember  to  have  heard 
the  Marfhal  fay,  that  he  traced  the 
origin  of  the  favour  fhewed  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  from  the  cam¬ 
paign  of  1707. 

In  1708,  the  Marfhal  of  Ber¬ 
wick,  who  was  at  fir  ft  defigned  to 
be  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Dau- 
phiny,  was  fent  upon  the  Rhine  to 
command  under  the  E'eftor  of  Ba¬ 
varia.  He  had  defeated  a  project 
of  M.  de  Chamillart,  whofe  chief 
incapacity  confided  in  not  knowing 
his  own.  Prince  Eugene  having 
quitted  Germany  to  go  into  Flan¬ 
ders,  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  fol¬ 
lowed  him.  After  the  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  Oudenarde,  the  enemy 
laid  fiege  to  Lifle  ;  and  then  the 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  joined  his  army 
to  that  of  M.  de  Vendofme.  With¬ 
out  an  infinite  number  of  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  events,  it  was  impof- 
Eble  for  us  to  have  loft  Lifle.  The 
Duke  de  Vendofme  was  incenfed 
ap-ainft  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  for 

O 

having  made  fome  difficulty  of  ier- 
ving  under  him.  From  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  Duke  de  Vendofme  re¬ 
jected  every  propofal  that  came 
from  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  ;  and 
his  foul,  in  other  refpefts  fo  great, 
was  no  longer  animated  by  any 
motive,  but  a  warm  refentment 
for  the  kind  of  affront  which  he 
imagined  he  received. 

The  Duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
King,  ccnftantly  divided  between 
contradictory  propofals,  knew  not 
}iqw  to  aft  otlierwife,  than  to  ac- 


quiefce  in  M.  de  Vendofme’s  opi¬ 
nion. 

It  muft  have  happened  that  the 
King  fhould  fend  to  the  army,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  Generals,  a 
minifter  who  was  incapable  of  dif- 
tinguifhing  :  it  muft  have  hap¬ 
pened,  that  that  malady  of  human 
nature,  of  not  being  able  to 
bear  what  is  good,  when  it  is  done 
by  perfons  whom  we  do  not  like, 
fhould  have  taken  pofteftion,  dur¬ 
ing  this  whole  campaign,  of  the 
heart  and  underftanding  of  M.  de 
Vendofme  :  it  muft  have  happen¬ 
ed,  that  a  Lieutenant  General 
fhould  have  credit  enough  at  court, 
to  commit  two  blunders,  one  upon 
the  back  of  the  other,  and  which 
will  be  remembered  in  all  ages, 
his  defeat  and  his  capitulation  :  it 
muft  have  happened,  that  the  fiege 
of  Bruftels  fhould  have  been  reject¬ 
ed  at  firft,  and  afterwards  under¬ 
taken  ;  that  it  fhould  be  determi¬ 
ned  to  cover,  at  the  fame  time, 
both  the  Scheld  and  the  Canal, 
that  is,  to  cover  nothing.  In  a 
word,  the  caufe  in  agitation  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  great  men  ftill  ex- 
ifts  ;  the  letters  written  by  the 
King,  by  the  Duke  of  Burgundy, 
by  the  Duke  de  Vendofme,  by  the 
Duke  of  Berwick,  and  by  M.  de 
Chamillart,  are  alfo  ftill  prefer- 
ved.  By  thefe  it  will  appear 
which  of  the  two  wanted  coolnefs, 
and  perhaps  I  might  even  venture 
to  fay,  reafon.  God  forbid  that  I 
fhould  attempt  to  call  in  queftion 
the  eminent  qualities  of  the  Duke 
de  Vendofme  !  If  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick  were  to  return  upon  earth, 
he  would  be  lorry  for  it.  But  I 
fhall  fay,  on  this  occafion,  what 
Elomer  faid  of  Glaucus.  Jupiter 
deprived  Glaucus  of  his  vvifdom. 
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and  he  exchanged  a  golden  fhield 
for  a  brazen  one.  This  golden 
Ihield  M.  de  Vendofine  had  always 
borne  till  this  campaign,  and  he 
afterwards  recovered  it. 

In  1709  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick 
was  lent  to  cover  the  frontiers  of 
Provence  and  Dauphiny  ;  and 
though  M.  de  Chamillart,  who  left 
every  thing  unprovided,  had  been 
removed,  he  found  neither  money, 
nor  ammunition,  nor  pro vi lions  ; 
but  managed  fo  well,  that  he  flip- 
plied  himfelf  with  all  he  wanted. 

I  remember  having  heard  him  fay, 
that  in  his  diftrefs  he  feized  upon 
a  fupply  of  money  that  was  going 
from  Lyons  to  the  royal  treafury  ; 
and  he  ufed  to  fay  toM.  D’Anger- 
villiers,  who  was  his  Intendant  at 
that  time,  that  in  legal  flridtnefs 
they  both  of  them  deferved  to  have 
been  tried.  M.  Defnarais  ex¬ 
claimed  :  and  he  anfwered,  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  provide  fubfiftence 
for  an  army,  which  was  to  fave  the 
kingdom. 

The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  formed 
fuch  a  plan  of  defence,  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  penetrate  into  France 
on  any  fide,  becaufe  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  was  obliged  to  proceed  by 
the  arch  of  a  circle,  while  he  kept 
alono-  the  chord.  I  remember  when 

o 

I  was  in  Piedmont,  that  the  officers 
who  had  ferved  at  that  period,  al¬ 
ways  gave  this  as  a  reafon  for  their 
not  having  been  able  to  penetrate 
into  France  ;  they  made  the  pane¬ 
gyric  of  the  Marfhal  of  Berwick 
without  my  knowing  any  thing  of 
the  matter. 

For  this  plan  of  defence  the 
Marfhal  of  Berwick  wanted  only  a 
fmall  number  of  forces,  and  was 
enabled  to  fend  the  King  twenty 
battalions ;  which,  in  thofe  times, 


was  a  confiderable  reinforce¬ 
ment. 

It  would  be  very  abfurd  in  me 
to  judge  of  his  military  talents  ; 
in  other  words,  to  judge  of  what 
I  cannot  underftand,  Neverthe- 
lefs,  might  I  be  allowed  to  ven¬ 
ture,  I  fhould  fay,  that  as  every 
great  man,  befides  his  general  ca¬ 
pacity,  has  alfo  fome  particular 
talent  in  which  he  excels,  and 
which  conflitutes  his  diftinguifh- 
ing  quality  ;  fo  the  Marfhal  of 
Berwick’s  .particular  talent  con- 
filled  in  making  a  defenfive  war, 
m  reftonng  affairs  that  were  def- 
perate,  and  in  being  thorough, 
mailer  of  every  refource  that  can 
iuggeft  itfelf  in  misfortune.  He 
mull  undoubtably  have  been  very 
fenfible  of  his  powers  in  this  re- 
fpedt.  I  have  often  heard  him 
fay,  that  the  thing  he  had  molt 
coveted,  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life,  was  to  have  had  a 
good  fortrefs  to  defend. 

In  1713  the  peace  was  figned  at 
Utrecht  :  on  the  ftrfl  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1715,  the  King  died:  The 
Duke  of  Orleans  was  Regent,  and 
the  Marfhal  of  Berwick  was  fent  to 
command  in  Guyenne.  Let  me 
be  allowed  to  lay,  that  this  was  a 
great  happinefs  for  me,  fince  it 
was  there  I  became  acquainted 
with  him. 

The  intrigues  of  Cardinal  Al- 

o 

beroni  gave  rife  to  the  war  which 
the  Marfhal  Duke  of  Berwick  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  frontiers  of  Spain. 
The  Miniftry  being  changed  upon 
the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
he  was  removed  from  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Guyenne.  He  divided 
his  time  between  the  Court,  Paris, 
and  his  country-houfe  of  Fitz- 
James.  This  will  give  me  an 
C  4  oppor- 
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opportunity  of  fpeaking  of  him 
as  a  private  man,  and  of  giv¬ 
ing  his  chara&er,  as  concifely  as 
pofiible. 

He  fcarce  obtained  any  favours 
which  were  not  offered  to  him : 
when  his  own  interefl  was  con- 
celmed,  it  was  always  necefiary  to 
pufh  him  on. — His  referved  and 
rather  dry  look,  which  was  fome- 
times  even  inclined  to  feverity, 
made  him  appear  at  times  as  if 
he  were  notin  his  proper  element, 
in  our  country,  if  it  were  poffi- 
ble  that  great  fouls  and  perfonal 
merit  could  be  confined  to  any 
one  nation. 

He  knew  not  how  to  fay  thofe 
things  that  are  ufually  called  pret¬ 
ty  things.  He  was  more  efpe- 
cially  free  from  thofe  numberlefs 
errors  into  which  perfons,  who 
are  overfond  of  themfelves,  are 
continually  falling. — He  was  de¬ 
termined,  for  the  moll  part,  by  his 
own  judgment;  and  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  he  had  not  too  high  an 
opinion,  on  the  other,  he  had  no 
diffruft  of  himfelf ;  he  confidered 
and  knew  himfelf  with  as  much 
penetration,  as  he  viewed  all  other 
objects. — No  man  ever  knew  bet¬ 
ter  how  to  avoid  excefles,  or,  if  I 
may  venture  to  ufe  the  exprefiion, 
to  keep  clear  of  the  fnares  of  vir¬ 
tue  :  for  example,  he  was  fond  of 
the  clergy  ;  he  readily  enough  ac¬ 
commodated  himfelf  to  the  modefty 
of  their  llation  ;  but  he  could  not 
bear  to  be  governed  by  them ; 
efpecialy  if  they  tranfgreffed  in 
the  leak  article  the  limits  of  their 
duty :  he  required  more  of  them 
than  they  would  have  required  of 
him.— It  was  impofiible  to  behold 
him,  and  not  be  in  love  with  vir¬ 
tue,  fo  evident  was  tranquility  and 
happinefs  in  his  foul,  particularly 


when  he  was  com  oared  with  others 
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who  were  agitated  by  various  paf- 
fions. — In  the  works  of  Plutarch, 
I  have  feen  at  a  di fiance  what 
great  men  were  :  in  him  I  beheld 
in  a  nearer  view  what  they  are.  I 
was  only  acquainted  with  him  in, 
private  life  :  I  never  favv  the  hero, 
but  the  man  from  whom  the  hero 
iffued.  —  He  loved  his  friends: 
it  was  his  cufiom  to  do  iervic.es, 
and  not  to  fpeak  of  them  :  thus 
the  benefit  was  difpenfed  by  an 
invifible  hand.,— -He  had  a  great 
fund  of  religion.  No  man  ever 
followed  more  firidlly  thofe  laws 
of  the  gofpel,  which  are  more 
troublefome  to  men  of  the  world  : 
in  a  word,  no  man  ever  pra&ifed 
religion  fo  much,  and  talked  of  it 
fo  little.— tie  never  ipoke  ill  of 
any  one ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
never  bellowed  any  praife  upon 
thofe  whom  he  did  not  think  de- 
ferving;  of  it. — He  held  in  averfion 
thofe  controverlies,  which,  under 
pretence  of  the  glory  of  God,  are 
nothing  more  than  perfonal  dis¬ 
putes.  He  had  learned  from  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Kinp-  his  father, 
that  we  expo fe  ourfelves  to  com¬ 
mit  great  errors,  when  we  have 
too  much  faith  even  in  per- 
fons  of  the  mofl  refpeCtable  cha¬ 
racter. — When  he  was  appointed 
Commandant  in  Quyenne,  we 
were  alarmed  at  the  report  of  his 
gravity;  but  foon  after  his  arri¬ 
val  he  was  beloved  by  every  body, 
and  there  is  no  place  where  his 
great  qualities  have  been  more  ad¬ 
mired. 

No  man  ever  gave  a  brighter 
example  of  the  contempt  we  ought 
to  have  for  money. — There  was  a 
limplicity  in  all  his  expences, 
which  ought  to  have  made  him  very 
eafy  in  his  circum fiances  ;  for  he 

indulged 
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indulged  himfelf  in  no  frivolous 
expence  ;  neverthelefs  he  was  al¬ 
ways  in  arrears,  becaufe,  notwith- 
danding  his  natural  oeconomy,  his 
expences  were  great.  In  the  go¬ 
vernments  he  was  appointed  to, 
every  Englifh  or  Irifh  family  that 
was  poor,  and  that  had  any  lort  of 
connexion  with  any  one  of  his 
houfe,  had  a  kind  of  right  to  be 
introduced  to  him  ;  and  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  a  man  who  knew 
how  to  maintain  fo  much  order 
in  his  army,  and  (hewed  fo  much 
judgment  in  all  his  projects, 
fhould  lofe  all  thefe  advantageous 
talents,  when  his  own  private  in- 
tereft  was  concerned. 

He  was  not  one  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  who  are  fometimes  com¬ 
plaining  of  the  authors  of  any  mis¬ 
fortune,  and  at  other  times  flat¬ 
tering  them  ;  when  he  had  a  caufe 
of  complaint  againft  any  man,  he 
went  direCtly  to  him,  and  told 
him  his  fentiments  freely,  after 
which  he  faid  no  more. 

Never  was  the  date  in  which 
we  know  France  was  in  at  the 
death  of  Marfhal  Turenne,  more 
exaCtiy  reprefented  than  at  the 
death  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick. 

I  remember  the  inftant  when  the 
news  was  brouo-ht:  the  conker- 
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nation  was  general.  They  had 
both  of  them  left  defigns  inter¬ 
rupted  ;  both  of  them  left  an  army- 
in  danger;  both  loft  their  lives  in 
a  manner  that  afreCts  us  more 
than  an  ordinary  death  :  both  of 
them  were  po(fe(Ted  of  that  modeft 
merit,  which  is  fo  well  calculated 
to  call  forth  our  tendered  affec¬ 
tions,  and  to  excite  our  regret. 

He  left  an  affectionate  wife, 
who  paded  the  remainder  of  her 
life  in  forrow  for  his  lofs  ;  and  he 
left  children,  whofc  virtue  fpeirks 


their  father’s  panegyric  better  than 
I  can. 

The  Marfhal  of  Berwick  has 
written  his  own  Memoirs  ;  and 
upon  this  occafion  I  may  repeat 
what  I  have  before  faid  in  the 
Spirit  of  Laws,  of  the  narrative  of 
Han  no.  The  narrative  of  Hanno  is 
a  beautiful  relic  of  antiquity  :  the 
fame  man  who  has  executed ,  has 
written .  There  is  no  kind  of  oflen- 
tation  in  his  accounts :  great  com¬ 
manders  pen  their  actions  with  fim~ 
plicity ,  hecauje  they  take  more  pride 
in  what  they  ha-ue  done ,  than  in 
what  they  hanje  faid. 

The  conduct  of  great  men  is 
more  liable  to  a  rigorous  exami¬ 
nation  than  that  of  other  perfons: 
every  one  takes  a  delight  in  ar¬ 
raigning  them  before  his  petty 
tribunal.  Did  not  the  Roman 
foldiers  indulge  themfelves  in  the 
moll:  bitter  mockeries  while  they 
followed  the  car  of  vi&ory  ?  They 
imagined  that  they  were  triumph¬ 
ing  over  the  triumphers  them¬ 
felves  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
praife  for  the  Marfhal  of  Ber¬ 
wick,  that  the  two  objections 
which  have  been  made  to  him, 
have  been  occafioned  only  by  his 
attachment  to  his  duty. 

The  objection,  of  not  having 
been  concerned  in  the  Scotch  ex¬ 
pedition  of  1715,  is  founded  only 
upon  confidering  the  Marfhal  as  a 
man  who  had  no  country  of  his 
own,  and  upon  the  difficulty  of 
perfuading  ourfelves  to  look  upon 
him  as  a  fubjeCt  of  France.  Hav¬ 
ing  become  a  Frenchman,  with 
the  confent  of  his  firfl  fovereign, 
he  -obeyed  the  orders  of  Lewis 
XIV,  and  afterwards  thofe  of  the 
Regent  of  France.  It  became  ne~ 
ce'ffary  for  him  to  filence  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  his  heart,  and  to  be  guid- 
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ed  by  enlarged  principles :  be  faw 
that  he  was  no  longer  at  his  own 
difpofal  :  that  he  muft  no  longer 
regulate  his  conduit  by  that  rule 
which  was  moft  fuitable  to  his 
wifbes,  but  by  the  one  which  his 
fituation  required  :  he  was  aware 
that  he  fhould  be  cen lured,  but 
he  was  above  every  unjuft  decilion. 
He  was  never  determined  by  popu¬ 
lar  favour,  nor  fwayed  by  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  thofe  who  think  only  Su¬ 
perficially. 

The  ancients,  who  have  treated 
of  our  duties,  do  not  place  any 
great  difficulty  in  knowing  them, 
but  in  chafing  between  two  duties 
which  is  preferably  to  be  pur- 
fued .  He,  like  fate,  followed  the 
ftronger  duty.  Thefe  are  matters 
we  ihould  never  treat  of,  unlefs 
we  are  obliged ;  becaufe  nothing 
in  the  world  commands  our  re- 
i'peit  fo  much  as  an  unfortunate 
monarch.  Let  us  examine  the 
queftion;  it  conffts  in  determin¬ 
ing,  whether  the  Prince,  had  he 
even  been  reftored,  would  have 
had  a  right  to  recall  him  ?  The 
ftrongeft  argument  that  can  be 
urged  on  this  fide  the  queftion,  is, 
that  our  country  never  abandons 
ns ;  but  even  this  was  not  the 
cafe;  for  he  was  profcribed  by  his 
country,  when  he  got  himfelf  na¬ 
turalized.  Grotius,  Puffendorf, 
and  all  thofe  writers  who  have  in¬ 
fluenced  the  opinions  of  Europe, 
decided  the  queftion,  and  declared 
to  him  that  he  was  a  Frenchman, 
and  fubjeCt  to  the  laws  of  France. 
The  bafts  of  the  political  fyftem 
adopted  by  France,  at  that  time, 
was  peace.  How  contradictory 
would  it  have  been,  if  a  Peer  of 
the  realm,  a  Marfhal,  a  Gover¬ 


nor  of  a  province,  had  difobeyed 
the  prohibition  to  quit  the  king¬ 
dom,  that  is,  had  been  in  aCtual 
difobedience,  in  order  to  appear 
to  the  eyes  of  the  Englifh  alone 
as  having  not  difobeycd  !  In  faCt, 
the  Marlhal  of  Berwick  was  in  a 
very  peculiar  fituation  even  from 
his  very  dignities  ;  and  it  was 
lcarce  poffibie  to  difcriminate  be¬ 
tween  his  prefence  in  Scotland, 
and  a  declaration  of  war  with 
England.  France  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  her  intereft  that 
this  war  ffiould  take  place,  be¬ 
caufe  it  would  bring  on  a  war 
which  would  extend  itfelf  through¬ 
out  Europe.  It  was  not  there¬ 
fore  for  him,  to  take  upon  him¬ 
felf  the  immenfe  weight  that  fuch 
a  ftep  would  draw  upon  him.  It 
may  indeed  be  laid,  that  had  he 
confulted  his  ambition  merely,  he 
could  not  have  a  ftronger  one, 
than  the  reftoration  of  the  Stuarts 
to  the  Englifh  throne.  We  know 
how  much  he  loved  his  children. 
What  a  delightful  profpeft  for 
him,  could  he  have  forefeen  a 
third  eftablifhment  in  England  ! 

Had  he  been  even  confulted 
upon  the  enterprize,  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  he  would 
not  have  advifed  it :  he  thought 
that  all  thofe  kinds  of  under¬ 
takings  were  of  the  fame  nature 
as  others,  which  ought  to  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  prudence;  and  that  in 
fuch  an  inftance  as  this,  the  failure 
of  an  enterprize  is  attended  with 
two  kinds  of  ill  fuccels ;  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  misfortune,  and  a  greater  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  renewing  the  undertak¬ 
ing  with  any  profpeCt  of  fuccefs  in 
future. 


CHAR  A 

Of  the  Metaphyfical  Poets.  From 
Johnfonk  Life  of  Cowley. 

CROWLEY,  like  other  poets 
ji  who  have  written  with  nar¬ 
row  views,  and  inftead  of  tracing 
intelleClual  pleafure  to  its  natural 
fources  in  the  mind  of  man,  paid 
their  court  to  temporary  preju¬ 
dices,  has  been  at  one  time  too 
much  praifed,  and  too  much  neg¬ 
lected  at  another. 

Wit,  like  other  things  fubjeCt 
by  their  nature  to  the  choice  of 
man,  has  its  changes  and  fafhions, 
and  at  different  times  takes  dif¬ 
ferent  forms.  About  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  feventeenth  century 
appeared  a  race  of  writers  that 
may  be  termed  the  metaphylical 
poets  ;  of  whom,  in  a  criticifm 
on  the  works  of  Cowley,  the  lalt 
of  the  race,  it  is  not  improper  to 
give  fome  account. 

The  metaphyfical  poets  were 
men  of  learning,  and  to  fhew  their 
learning  was  their  whole  endea¬ 
vour  ;  but,  unluckily  refolving  to 
fhew  It  in  rhyme,  inftead  of  writ¬ 
ing  poetry,  they  only  wrote  verfes, 
and  very  often  fuch  verfes  as  flood 
the  trial  of  the  finger  better  than 
of  the  ear;  for  the  modulation 
was  fo  imperfect,  that  they  were 
only  found  to  be  verfes  by  count¬ 
ing  the  fyllables. 

If  the  father  of  criticifm  has 
rightly  denominated  poetry 
fj.ifjfliK.Yi,  an  imitative  art ,  thefe 
writers  will,  without  great  wrong, 
lofe  their  right  to  the  name  of 
poets  ;  for  they  cannot  be  faid 
to  have  imitated  any  thing  ; 
they  neither  copied  nature  nor 
life  ;  neither  painted  the  forms  of 
matter,  nor  reprefented  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  intellect. 


c  T  e  r  s. 


Thofe  however  who  deny  them, 
to  be  poets,  allow  them  to  be 
wits.  Dryden  confeffes  of  himfelf 
and  his  contemporaries,  that  they 
fall  below  Donne  in  wit,  but 
maintains  that  they  furpafs  him  in 
poetry. 

If  Wit  be  well  defcribed  by 
Pope,  as  being  “  that  which  has 
<c  been  often  thought,  but  was 
<e  never  before  fo  well  expelled,” 
they  certainly  never  attained,  nor 
ever  fought  it  ;  for  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  be  lingular  in  their 
thoughts,  and  were  carelefs  of 
their  diClion.  But  Pope’s  account 
of  wit  is  undoubtedly  erroneous : 
he  depreffes  it  below  its  natural 
dignity,  and  reduces  it  from 
flrength  of  thought  to  happinefs  of 
language. 

If  by  a  more  noble  and  more 
adequate  conception  that  be  con- 
lidered  as  wit,  which  is  at  once 
natural  and  new,  that  which, 
though  not  obvious,  is,  upon  its 
firft  production,  acknowledged  to 
be  juft;  if  it  be  that,  which  he 
that  never  found  it,  wonders  how 
he  miffed  ;  to  wit  of  this  kind  the 
metaphyfical  poets  have  feluom 
rifen.  Their  thoughts  are  often  new. 


but  feldom  natural ;  they  are  not 
obvious,  but  neither  are  they  juft; 
and  the  reader,  far  from  won¬ 
dering  that  he  miffed  them,  won¬ 
ders  more  frequently  by  what  per- 
verfenefs  of  induftry  they  were 
ever  found. 

But  Wit,  abftraCled  from  its  ef¬ 
fects  upon  the  hearer,  may  be 
more  rigoroufiy  and  philofophi- 
cally  confidered  as  a  kind  of  con- 
cordia  difcors  ;  a  combination  of 
diiiimilar  images,  or  difoovery  of 
occult  rcfemblances  in  things  ap¬ 
parently  unlike.  Of  wit,  thus 

defined. 
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defined,  they  have  more  than 
enough.  The  moft  heterogeneous 
ideas  are  yoked  by  violence  to¬ 
gether  ;  nature  and  art  are  ran- 
facked  for  illuftrations,  compan¬ 
ions*.  and  allufions ;  their  learn¬ 
ing-  inftruds,  and  their  fubtilty 
furprifes;  but  the  reader  com¬ 
monly  thinks  his  improvement 
dearly  bought,  and  though  he 
fome times  admires  is  field om  pleafi- 
ed. 

From  this  account  of  their  com- 
pofitioiis  it  will  be  readily  in¬ 
ferred,  that  they  were  not  fiticcefis- 
fpl  in  representing  or  moving  the 
affedions.  As  they  were  wholly 
employed  on  fome  thing  unexpect¬ 
ed  and  fiurprifing,  they  had  no  re¬ 
gard  to  that  uniformity  of  fen  ti¬ 
mer,  t  which  enables  us  to  con¬ 
ceive  and  to  excite  the  pains  and 
the  pieafure  of  other  minds  :  they 
never  enquired  what,  on  any  cc- 
cafion,  they  fihould  have  faid  or 
done  ;  but  wrote  rather  as  be¬ 
holders  than  partakers  of  human 
nature;  as  Beings  looking  upon 
good  and  evil,  impaffive  and  at 
leifure  ;  as  Epicurean  deities  mak¬ 
ing  remarks  on  the  adions  of 
men,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  life, 
without  interefi  and  without  emo¬ 
tion.  Their  courtihip  was  void  of 
fondnefs,  and  their  lamentation  of 
fiorrow.  Their  wilh  was  only  to 
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fay  what  they  hoped  had  been  ne¬ 
ver  faid  before. 

Nor  was  the  fublime  more 
within  their  reach  than  the  pathe- 
tiek;  for  they  never  attempted 
that  comprehenfion  and  expanfe 
of  thought  which  at  once  fills  the 
whole  mind,  and  of  which  the 
iirft  effied  is  hidden  aftonifhment, 
and  the  fecond  rational  admira¬ 
tion,  Sublimity  is  produced  by 


aggregation,  and  littlenefs  by  dif~ 
perfion.  Great  thoughts  are  al¬ 
ways  general,  and  confifl:  in  po¬ 
rtions  not  limited  by  exceptions, 
and  in  defcripdons  not  defcend- 
ing  to  minutenefs.  It  is  with 
great  propriety  that  Subtlety, 
which  in  its  original  import 
means  exility  of  particles,  is 
taken  in  its  metaphorical  mean¬ 
ing  for  nicety  of  diftindion.  Thofe 
writers  who  lay  on  the  watch  for 
novelty  could  have  little  hope  of 
greatnefs  ;  for  great  things  can¬ 
not  have  efcaped  former  obferva- 
tion.  Their  attempts  were  al¬ 
ways  analytick  ;  they  broke  every 
image  into  fragments  ;  and  could 
no  more  reprefen t,  by  their  (len¬ 
der  conceits  and  laboured  parti¬ 
cularities,  the  profpeds  of  nature, 
or  the  fcenes  of  life,  than  he, 
who  diffeds  a  fun -beam  with  a 
prifm,  can  exhibit  the  wide  efful¬ 
gence  of  a  fummer  noon. 

What  they  wanted  however  of 
the  fublime,  they  endeavoured  to 
fupply  by  hyperbole  ;  their  am¬ 
plification  had  no  limits ;  they 
left  not  only  reafon  but  fancy 
behind  them;  and  produced  com¬ 
binations  of  confufed  magnifi¬ 
cence,  that  not  only  could  not  be 
credited,  but  could  not  be  ima¬ 
gined. 

Yet  great  labour,  direded  by 
great  abilities,  is  never  wholly 
loft  :  if  they  frequently  threw 
away  their  wit  upon  falfe  con¬ 
ceits,  they  likewife  fometimes 
ftruck  out  unexpeded  truth  :  if 
their  conceits  were  far-fetohed, 
they  were  often  worth  the  car¬ 
riage.  To  write  on  their  plan, 
it  was  at  lead  neceffary  to  read 
and  think.  No  man  could  be 
born  a  metaphyfical  poet,  nor 
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ami  me  tlie  dionity  of  a  writer,  by 

D  '  %  - 

deicriptions  copied  from  defcnp- 
tion 3 ,  by  imitations  borrowed  from 
imitations,  by  traditional  imagery, 
and  hereditary  Emilies,  by  readi- 
nefs  of  rhyme,  and  volubility  of 
Syllables. 

In  perufing  the  works  of  this 
race  of  authors,  the  mind  is  exer- 
cifed  either  by  recollection  or  in¬ 
quiry  ;  either  fomething  already 
learned  is  to  be  retrieved,  or  fome¬ 
thing  new  is  to  be  examined.  If 
their  greatnefs  feldom  elevates, 
their  acutenefs  often  furprifes  ;  if 
the  imagination  is  not  always 
gratified,  at  lead  the  powers  of 
reflection  and  comparifon  are  em¬ 
ployed  ;  and  in  the  mafs  of  mate¬ 
rials  which  ingenious  abfurdity 
has  thrown  together,  genuine  wit 
and  ufeful  knowledge  may  be 
fometimes  found,  buried  perhaps 
in  grolTnefs  of  expreffion,  but  ufe¬ 
ful  to  thofe  who  know  their  va¬ 
lue;  and  fuch  as,  when  they  are 
expanded  to  perfpicuity,  and  po- 
lilhed  to  elegance,  may  give  luftre 
to  works  which  have  more  pro¬ 
priety,  though  lefs  copioufnefs  of 
lerttiment. 

This  kind  of  writing,  which 
was,  I  believe,  borrowed  from 
Marino  and  his  followers,  had 
been  recommended  by  the  example 
of  Donne,  a  man  of  very  exten- 
five  and  various  knowledge,  and 
by  Jonfon,  whole  manner  relem- 
blcd  that  of  Donne  more  in  the 
ruggednefs  of  his  lines  than  in  the 
caft  of  his  fentiments. 

When  their  reputation  was  high, 
they  had  undoubtedly  more  imita¬ 
tors,  than  time  has  left  behind. 
Their  immediate  fucceifors,  of 
whom  any  remembrance  can  be 
faid  to  remain,  were  Suckling, 
6 
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Waller,  Denham,  Cowley,  Cleve¬ 
land,  and  Milton.  Denham  and 
Waller  fought  another  way  to 
fame,  by  improving  the  harmony 
of  our  numbers.  Miiton  tried 
the  metaphyfick  Itile  only  in  his 
lines  upon  Kobfon  the  Carrier. 
Cowley  adopted  it,  and  excelled 
his  predecelfors,  having  as  much 
fentiment,  and  more  mulick. 
Suckling  neither  improved  verifi¬ 
cation,  nor  abounded  in  conceits. 
The  falhionable  Itile  remained 
chiefly  with  Cowley  ;  Suckling 
could  not  reach  it,  and  Milton 
difdained  it. 


Strldures  on  Par adife  Loft,  and 
Paradife  Regained ;  from  the  Life 
of  Milton.  By  the  fame . 

BY  the  general  confent  of  cri- 
ticks,  the  firlt  praife  of  ge¬ 
nius  is  due  to  the  writer  of  an 
epick  poem,  as  it  requires  an  af- 
femblage  of  all  the  powers  which 
are  fingly  fufficient  for  other  com- 
pofitions.  Poetry  is  the  art  of 
uniting  pleafure  with  truth,  by 
calling  imagination  to  the  help 
of  reafon.  Epick  poetry  under¬ 
takes  to  teach  the  moll  important 
truths  by  the  molt  pleafing  pre¬ 
cepts,  and  therefore  relates  fome 
great  event  in  the  molt  affecting 
manner.  Hiltory  mult  fupply  the 
writer  with  the  rudiments  of  nar¬ 
ration,  which  he  mult  improve 
and  exalt  by  a  nobler  art,  ani¬ 
mate  by  dramatick  energy,  and 
diverfify  by  retrofpection  and  an¬ 
ticipation  ;  morality  mult  teach 
him  the  exaCt  bounds,  and  differ¬ 
ent  (hades,  of  vice  and  virtue  : 
from  policy,  and  the  practice  of 
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life,  he  has  to  learn  the  difcrimi- 
nations  of  character,  and  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  the  pafiions,  either  fingle 
or  combined  ;  and  phyfiology  mull 
fupply  him  with  illuftrations  and 
image.  To  put  thefe  materials  to 
poetical  ufe,  is  required  an  ima¬ 
gination  capable  of  painting  na¬ 
ture,  and  realizing  fidtion.  Nor  is 
he  yet  a  poet  till  he  has  attained 
the  whole  extenfion  of  his  lan¬ 
guage,  diftinguifhed  all  the  deli¬ 
cacies  of  plirafe,  and  all  the  co¬ 
lours  of  words,  and  learned  to  ad- 
juft  their  different  founds  to  all 
the  varieties  of  metrical  modula¬ 
tion. 

Boftu  is  of  opinion  that  the  poet’s 
£rft  work  is  to  find  a  moral,  which 
his  fable  is  afterwards  to  illuftrate 
and  eftablifh.  This  feems  to  have 
been  the  procefs  only  of  Milton  ; 
the  moral  of  other  poems  is  inci¬ 
dental  and  confequent ;  in  Mil¬ 
ton’s  only  it  is  efiential  and  intrin- 
fick.  His  purpofe  was  the  molt 
ufeful  and  the  raoft  arduous;  to 
* vindicate  the  'ways  of  God  to  man  ; 
to  fhew  the  reafonabienefs  of  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  neceffity  of  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  Divine  Law. 

To  convey  this  moral  there  mull 
be  a  fable ,  a  narration  artfully 
conftrudled,  fo  as  to  excite  curi- 
ofity,  and  furprife  expectation.  In 
this  part  of  his  work,  Milton  mud 
be  confeffed  to  have  equalled  every 
other  poet.  He  has  involved  in 
his  account  of  the  Fall  of  Man  the 
events  which  preceded,  and  thofe 
that  were  to  follow  it  :  he  has  in¬ 
terwoven  the  whole  fyftem  of  the¬ 
ology  with  fuch  propriety,  that 
every  part  appears  to  be  necef- 
fary  ;  and  fcarcely  any  recital  is 
wi filed  Ihorter  for  the  fake  of 
quickening  the  progrefs  of  the 
main  aCtion. 


The  fubjeCt  of  an  epi.ck  poem  is 
naturally  an  event  of  great  impor¬ 
tance.  That  of  Milton  is  not  the 
deftruCtion  of  a  city,  the  conduct 
of  a  colony,  or  the  foundation  of 
an  empire.  His  fubjeCt  is  the  fate 
of  worlds,  the  revolutions  of  hea¬ 
ven  and  of  earth;  rebellion  againft 
the  Supreme  King,  raifed  by  the 
higheft  order  of  created  beings  ; 
the  overthrow  of  their  hod,  and 
the  punishment  of  their  crime;  the 
creation  of  a  new  race  of  reafon- 
able  creatures ;  their  original  hap- 
pinefs  and  innocence,  their  for¬ 
feiture  of  immortality,  and  their 
redoration  to  hope  and  peace. 

Great  events  can  be  hadened 
or  retarded  only  by  perforls  of 
elevated  dignity.  Before  the 
greatnefs  difplayed  in  Milton’s 
poem,  all  other  greatnefs  (brinks 
away.  The  weaked  of  his  agents 
arc  the  higheft  and  nob-left  of  hu¬ 
man  beings,  the  original  parents 
of  mankind  ;  with  vvhofe  actions 
the  elements  confented ;  on  vvhofe 
rectitude,  or  deviation  of  will,  de¬ 
pended  the  ftate  of  terreftrial  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  condition  of  all  the 
future  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

Of  the  other  agents  in  the  poem* 
the  chief  are  fuch  as  it  is  irre¬ 
verence  to  name  on  flight  occa- 
fions.  The  reft  were  lower 
powers ; 

— of  which  the  leaft  could  wield 
Thofe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the 
force 

Of  all  their  regions. 

—  powers,  which  only  the  controul 
of  Omnipotence  reftrains  from  lay¬ 
ing  creation  wafie,  and  filling  the 
vail  exparife  of  fpace  with  ruin  and 
confufion.  To  difplay  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  actions  of  beings  thus 
fupericr,  fo  far  as  human  reafon 
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can  examine  them,  or  human 
imagination  reprefent  them,  is  the 
talk  which  this  mighty  poet  has 
undertaken  and  performed. 

In  the  examination  of  epick 
poems,  much  fpeculation  is  com¬ 
monly  employed  upon  the  charac¬ 
ters.  The  chara&ers  in  the  Para- 
dife  Loft,  which  admit  of  exami¬ 
nation,  are  thofe  of  angels  and  of 
man  ;  of  angels  good  and  evil  ; 
of  man  in  his  innocent  and  finful 
Hate. 

Among  the  angels,  the  virtue 
of  Raphael  is  mild  and  placid,  of 
eafy  condefcenfion  and  free  com¬ 
munication  ;  that  of  Michael  is 
regal  and  lofty,  and,  as  may  feem, 
attentive  to  the  dignity  of  his  own 
nature.  Abdiel  and  Gabriel  ap¬ 
pear  occafionally,  and  adt  as  every 
incident  requires;  the  folitary  fi¬ 
delity  of  Abdiel  is  very  amiably 
painted. 

Of  the  evil  angels  the  cha- 
radlers  are  more  diverfified.  To 
Satan,  as  Addifon  obferves,  fuch 
fentiments  are  given  as  fuit  the 
?noJi  exalted  and  ?noft  depraved 
being.  Milton  has  been  cenfured, 
by  Clark,  for  the  impiety  which 
fometimes  breaks  from  Satan’s 
mouth.  For  there  are  thoughts, 
as  hejuftly  remarks,  which  no  ob- 
fervation  of  charadler  can  juftify, 
becaufe  no  good  man  would  wil¬ 
lingly  permit  them  to  pafs,  how¬ 
ever  transiently,  through  his"  own 
mind.  To  make  Satan  fpeak  as 
a  rebel,  without  any  fuch  expref- 
fions  as  might  taint  "he  reader’s 
imagination,  was  indeed  one  of 
the  great  difficulties  in  Milton’s 
undertaking,  and  '  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  has  extricated  him- 
felf  with  great  happinefs.  There 
is  in  Satan’s  fpeeches  little  that 
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can  give  pain  to  a  pious  ear. 
The  language  of  rebellion  cannot 
be  the  fame  with  that  of  obedience. 
The  malignity  of  Satan  foams  in 
haughtinels  and  obftinacy  ;  but  his 
expreffions  are  commonly  general, 
and  no  otherwife  offenfive  than  as 
they  are  wicked. 

The  other  chiefs  of  the  celefHal 
rebellion  are  very  judicioudy  dif- 
criminated  in  the  firlt  and  fecond 
books ;  and  the  ferocious  character 
of  Moloch  appears,  both  in  the 
battle  and  the  council,  with  exaSt 
confiftency. 

To  Adam  and  to  Eve  are  given, 
during  their  innocence,  fuch  fen¬ 
timents  as  innocence  can  generate 
and  utter.  Their  love  is  pure  be¬ 
nevolence  and  mutual  veneration; 
their  repafls  are  without  luxury, 
and  their  diligence  without  toil. 
Their  addreffes  to  their  Maker 
have  little  more  than  the  voice 
of  admiration  and  gratitude.  Frui¬ 
tion  left  them  nothing  to  alk,  and 
Innocence  left  them  nothing  to 
fear. 

But  with  guilt  enter  diftruli 
and  difeord,  mutual  accufation, 
and  ftubborn  felf- defence  ;  they 
regard  each  other  with  alienated 
minds,  and  dread  their  Creator  as 
the  avenger  of  their  tranfgreffion. 
At  laft  they  feek  fhelter  in  his 
mercy,  foften  to  repentance,  and 
melt  in  fupplication.  Both  before 
and  after  the  fall,  the  fuperio- 
rity  of  Adam  is  diligently  fu re¬ 
tained. 

Of  the  probable  and  the  mar¬ 
vellous,  two  parts  of  a  vulgar  epick 
poem,  which  im merge  the  critick 
in  deep  confideration,  the  Para- 
dife  Loft  requires  little  to  be  faid., 
It  contains  the  hiftory  of  a  mira¬ 
cle,  of  Creadon  and  Redemption  ; 

it 
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it  displays  the  power  and  the 
mercy  of  the  Supreme  Being;  the 
probable  therefore  is  marvellous, 
and  the  marvellous  is  probable. 
The  fubftance  of  the  narrative  is 
truth;  and  as  truth  allows  no 
choice,  it  is,  like  neceffity,  fupe- 
rior  to  rule.  To  the  accidental 
or  adventitious  parts,  as  to  every 
thing  human,  fome  flight  excep¬ 
tions  may  be  made.  But  the 
main  fabrick  is  immovably  fup- 
ported. 

It  is  juftly  remarked  by  Addi- 
fon,  that  this  poem  has,  by  the 
nature  of  its  fubjeft,  the  advan¬ 
tage  above  all  others,  that  it  is 
univerfally  and  perpetually  in¬ 
teresting.  All  mankind  will, 
through  all  ages,  bear  the  fame 
relation  to  Adam  and  to  Eve,  and 
mull  partake  of  that  good  and 
evil  which  extend  to  themfelves. 

•  Of  the  machinery ,  fo  called 
from  0s at 6  (j.ny  ctvfU,  by  which 
is  meant  the  occasional  interpofi- 
tion  of  fupernatural  power,  ano¬ 
ther  fertile  topick  of  critical  re¬ 
marks,  here  is  no  room  to  fpeak, 
becaufe  every  thing  is  done  under 
the  immediate  and  visible  direc¬ 
tion  of  heaven ;  but  the  rule  is  fo 
far  obferved,  that  no  part  of  the 
adtion  could  have  been  accornplifh- 
ed  by  any  other  means. 

Of  epifodes ,  I  think  there  are 
only  two,  contained  in  Raphael’s 
relation  of  the  war  in  heaven,  and 
Michael’s  prophetick  account  of 
the  changes  to  happen  in  this 
world.  Both  are  clofely  connec¬ 
ted  with  the  great  adtion ;  one 
was  necefiary  to  Adam  as  a 
warning,  the  other  as  a  confo- 
lation. 

To  the  compleatnefs  or  integrity 
of  the  defign  nothing  can  be  eb- 
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jedted  ;  it  has  diflindtly  and  clearly 
what  Ariflotle  requires,  a  begin¬ 
ning,  a  middle,  and  an  end. 
There  is  perhaps  no  poem,  of  the 
fame  length,  from  which  fo  little 
can  be  taken  without  apparent 
mutilation.  Here  are  no  funeral 
games,  nor  is  there  any  Jong  de¬ 
scription  of  a  fhield.  The  Short 
digressions  at  the  beginning  of  the 
third,  feventh,  and  ninth  books, 
might  doubtlefs  be  fpared ;  but 
fuperfluides  fo  beautiful,  who 
would  take  away  ?  or  who  does 
not  wifh  that  the  author  of  the 
Iliad  had  gratified  fucceeding  ages 
with  a  little  knowledge  of  him- 
felf  ?  Perhaps  no  paSTages  are  more 
frequently  or  more  attentively  read 
than  thofe  extrinfick  paragraphs ; 
and.  Since  the  end  of  poetry  is 
pleafure,  that  cannot  be  un- 
poetical  with  which  all  are 
pleafed. 

The  questions,  whether  the  ac*. 
tion  of  the  poem  be  ftridtly  one , 
whether  the  poem  can  be  properly 
termed  beroick,  and  who  is  the 
hero,  are  raifed  by  fuch  readers 
as  draw  their  principles  of  judge¬ 
ment.  rather  from  books  than 
from  reafon.  Milton,  though  he 
intituled  Paradife  Loft  only  a  poem , 
yet  calls  it  himfelf  heroick  Jong . 
Dryden,  petulantly  and  indecent¬ 
ly,  denies  the  heroifm  of  Adam, 
becaufe  he  was  overcome ;  but 
there  is  no  reafon  why  the  hero 
Should  not  be  unfortunate,  except 
established  practice.  Since  fucccS's 
and  virtue  do  not  go  neceffarily 
together*  Cato  is  the  hero  of  Lu¬ 
can  ;  but  Lucan’s  authority  will 
not  be  fuffered  by  Quintilian  £0 
decide.  However,  if  fuccefs  be 
neceSTary,  Adam’s  deceiver  was  at 
laft  cruShed ;  Adam  was  restored 
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to  his  Maker’s  favour,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  fecurely  refume  his  hu¬ 
man  rank. 

After  the  fcheme  and  fabrick  of 
the  poem,  mull  be  confidered  its 
component  parts,  the  fentiments 
and  the  didlion. 

The  fentiments ,  as  expreflive  of 
manners,  or  appropriated  to  cha¬ 
racters,  are,  for  the  greater  part, 
unexceptionably  jult. 

Splendid  paffages,  containing 
leffons  of  morality,  or  precepts  of 
prudence,  occur  feldom.  Such  is 
the  original  formation  of  this  poem, 
that,  as  it  admits  no  human  man¬ 
ners  till  the  fall,  it  can  give  little 
afliftance  to  human  conduct.  Its 
end  is  to  raife  the  thoughts  above 
fublunary  cares  or  pleafures.  Yet 
the  praife  of  that  fortitude,  with 
which  Abdiel  maintained  his  fin- 
gularity  of  virtue  againft  the  fcorn 
of  multitudes,  may  be  accommo¬ 
dated  to  all  times;  and  Raphael’s 
reproof  of  Adam’s  curiofity  after 
the  planetary  motions,  with  the 
anfwer  returned  by  Adam,  may 
be  confidently  oppofed  to  any  rule 
of  life  which  any  poet  has  de¬ 
livered. 

The  thoughts  which  are  occa- 
fionally  called  forth  in  the  pro- 
grefs,  are  fuch  as  could  only  be 
produced  by  an  imagination  in  the 
higheft  degree  fervid  and  aClive, 
to  which  materials  were  fupplied 
by  inceffant  ftudy  and  unlimited 
curiofity.  The  heat  of  Milton’s 
mind  might  be  faid  to  fublimate 
his  learning,  to  throw  off  into  his 
work  the  fpirit  of  fcience,  un¬ 
mingled  with  its  groffer  parts. 

He  had  confidered  creation  in 
its  whole  extent,  and  his  defcrip- 
tions  are  therefore  learned.  He 
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had  accuflomed  his  imagination 
to  unreftrained  indulgence,  and 
his  conceptions  therefore  were  ex- 
ten  five.  The  charadleriftick  qua¬ 
lity  of  his  poem  is  fublimity.  He 
fometimes  defcends  to  the  elegant, 
but  his  element  is  the  great.  He 
can  occafionally  invelt  himfelf 
with  grace  ;  but  his  natural  port 
is  gigantick  Joftir.efs*.  He  can 
pleafe  when  pleafure  is  required  ; 
but  it  is  his  peculiar  power  to  afto- 
nifli. 

He  feems  to  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  his  own  genius, 
and  to  know  what  it  was  that 
nature  had  bellowed  upon  him. 
more  bountifully  than  upon  others  5 
the  power  of  difplaying  the  vail, 
illuminating  the  fplendid,  enforc¬ 
ing  the  awful,  darkening  the 
gloomy,  and  aggravating  the 
dreadful  :  he  therefore  chofe  a 
fubjedl  on  which  too  much  could 
not  be  faid,  on  which  he  might 
tire  his  fancy  without  the  cenfure 
of  extravagance. 

O  a  . 

The  appearances  of  nature,  and 
the  occurrences  of  life,  did  not 
fatiate  his  appetite  of  greatnefs. 
To  paint  things  as  they  are,  re¬ 
quires  a  minute  attention,  and  em¬ 
ploys  the  memory  rather  than  the 
fancy.  Milton’s  delight  was  to 
fport  in  the  wide  regions  of  poffi- 
bility  ;  reality  was  a  fcene  too  nar¬ 
row  for  his  mind.  He  fent  Jiis 
fac  ul ties  out  upon  difcovery,  into 
worlds  where  only  imagination  can. 
travel,  and  delighted  to  form  new 
modes  of  exiftence,  and  furnifh. 
fentiment  and  a£lion  to  fuperior 
beings,  to  trace  the  counfels  of  hell^ 
or  accompany  the  choirs  of  heaven. 

But  he  could  not  be  always  in 
other  worlds :  he  mult  fometimes 


*  Algarotti  terms  it  gigantefca  fublimila  Miltohiana. 

Vo l,  XXII;  D 
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revifit  earth,  and  tell  of  things 
vifible  and  known.  When  he  can¬ 
not  raife  wonder  by  the  fublimity 
of  his  mind,  he  gives  delight  by 
its  fertility. 

Whatever  be  his  fubjedl,  he 
never  fails  to  fill  the  imagination. 
But  his  images  and  defcriptions  of 
the  fcenes  or  operations  of  nature 
do  not  feem  to  be  always  copied 
from  original  form,  nor  to  have 
the  frelhnefs,  racinefs,  and  ener¬ 
gy  of  immediate  observation.  He 
law  nature,  as  Dryden  exprefles 
it,  through  the  fpediacles  of  books  ; 
and  on  moil  occafions  calls  learn¬ 
ing  to  his  afliliance.  The  garden 
of  Eden  brings  to  his  mind  the 
vale  of  Enna ,  where  Proferpine 
was  gathering  flowers.  Satan 
makes  his  way  through  lighting  ele¬ 
ments,  like  Argo  between  the  Cya- 
?iean  rocks,  or  Ulyjfes  between  the 
two  Sicilian  whirlpools,  when  he 
Ihunned  Charybdis  on  the  larboard. 
The  mythological  allulions  have 
been  juflly  cenfured,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  always  ufed  with  notice  of 
their  vanity ;  but  they  contribute 
variety  to  the  narration,  and  pro¬ 
duce  an  alternate  exercife  of  the 
memory  and  the  fancy. 

His  Emilies  are  lefs  numerous, 
and  more  various,  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceflbrs.  But  he  does  not 
confine  himfelf  within  the  limits 
of  rigorous  comparifon  :  his  great 
excellence  is  amplitude,  and  he 
expands  the  adventitious  image 
beyond  the  dimeniions  which  the 
occafion  required.  Thus,  com¬ 
paring  the  fliield  of  Satan  to  the 
orb  of  the  Moon,  he  crowds  the 
imagination  with  the  difcovery  of 
the  telefcope,  and  all  the  won¬ 
ders  which  the  telefcope  difco- 
?ers. 


Of  his  moral  fentiments  it  is 
hardly  praife  to  affirm  that  they 
excel  thofe  of  all  other  poets ;  for 
this  fuperiority  he  was  indebted  to 
his  acquaintance  with  the  facred 
writings.  The  ancient  epick 
poets,  wanting  the  light  of  Reve¬ 
lation,  were  very  unlkiiful  teach¬ 
ers  of  virtue  :  their  principal  cha¬ 
racters  may  be  great,  but  they  are 
not  amiable.  The  reader  may 
rife  from  their  works  with  a  great¬ 
er  degree  of  active  or  paffive  forti¬ 
tude,  and  fometimes  of  prudence; 
but  he  will  be  able  to  carry  away 
few  precepts  of  juftice,  and  none 
of  mercy. 

From  the  Italian  writers  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  advantages  of  even 
Chriftian  knowledge  may  be  pof- 
fefled  in  vain.  Ariofto’s  pravity 
is  generally  known  ;  and  though 
the  deliverance  of  f erufalem  may  be 
confldered  as  a  facred  fubjeft,  the 
poet  has  been  very  fparing  of  mo¬ 
ral  inftruftion. 

In  Milton  every  line  breathes 
fanftity  of  thought,  and  purity  of 
manners,  except  when  the  train  of 
the  narration  requires  the  intro-, 
duflion  of  the  rebellious  fpirits ; 
and  even  they  are  compelled  to 
acknowledge  their  fubjedtion  to 
God,  in  fuck  a  manner  as  excites 
reverence  and  confirms  piety. 

Of  human  beings  there  are  but 
two  ;  but  thofe  two  are  the  parents 
of  mankind,  venerable  before  their 
fall  for  dignity  and  innocence, 
and  amiable  after  it  for  repentance 
and  fubmiffion.  In  their  firft  flate 
their  aifedlion  is  tender  without 
vveaknefs,  and  their  piety  fublime 
without  prefumption.  When  they 
have  finned,  they  flievv  how  dif- 
cord  begins  in  natural  frailty,  and 
how  it  ought  to  ceafe  in  mutual 
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forbearance ;  how  confidence  of 
the  divine  favour  is  forfeited  by 
fin,  and  how  hope  of  pardon  may 
be  obtained  by  penitence  and 
prayer.  A  ftate  of  innocence  we 
can  only  conceive,  if  indeed,  in 
our  prefent  mifery,  it  be  poflible 
to  conceive  it ;  but  the  fentiments 
and  worlhip  proper  to  a  fallen  and 
offending  being,  we  have  all  to 
learn,  as  we  have  all  to  pra&ife. 

The  poet,  whatever  be  done,  is 
always  great.  Our  progenitors, 
in  their  firft  ftate,  converfed  with 
angels ;  even  when  folly  and  fin 
had  degraded  them,  they  had  not 
in  their  humiliation  the  port  of 
mean  f tutors  ;  and  they  rife  again 
to  reverential  regard,  when  we 
find  that  their  prayers  were  heard. 

As  human  pafiions  did  not  enter 
the  world  before  the  fall,  there  is 
in  the  Paradife  Loft  little  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  pathetick  ;  but  what 
little  there  is  has  not  been  loft. 
That  pafiion  which  is  peculiar  to 
rational  nature,  the  anguifh  arifing 
from  the  confcioufnefs  of  tranf- 
greflion,  and  the  horrors  attend¬ 
ing  the  fenfe  of  the  Divine  dif- 
pleafure,  are  very  juftly  defcribed 
and  forcibly  imprefted.  But  the 
pafiions  are  moved  only  on  one 
cccafion  ;  fublimity  is  the  general 
and  prevailing  quality  in  this 
poem  ;  fublimity  varioufly  modi¬ 
fied,  fometimes  aefcriptive,  fome- 
times  argumentative. 

The  defefts  and  faults  of  Pa¬ 
radife  Loft ,  for  faults  and  defers 
every  work  of  man  muft  have,  it 
Is  the  bulmefs  of  impartial  cri- 
ticifm  to  difcover.  As,  in  dif- 
playing  the  excellence  of  Milton, 
I  have  not  made  long  quotations, 
becaufe  of  fcle&ing  beauties  there 
had  been  no  end,  I  ftiall  in  the 
fame  general  manner  mention  that 
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which  feems  to  deferve  cenfure ; 
for  what  Englifhman  can  take 
delight  in  tranfcribing  pafiages, 
which,  if  they  lefien  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  Milton,  diminiih  in  fome 
degree  the  honour  of  our  coun¬ 
try  ? 

The  generality  of  my  fcheme 
does  not  admit  the  frequent  notice 
of  verbal  inaccuracies  ;  which 
Bentley,  perhaps  better  (killed  in. 
grammar  than  in  poetry,  has  of¬ 
ten  found,  though  he  fometimes 
made  them,  and  which  he  im¬ 
puted  to  the  obtrufions  of  a  revifer 
whom  the  author’s  blindnefs  oblig¬ 
ed  him  to  employ.  A  fuppofition 
rafh  and  groundlefs,  if  he  thought 
it  true  ;  and  vile  and  pernicious, 
if,  as  is  faid,  he  in  private  allowed 
it  to  be  falfe. 

The  plan  of  Paradife  Lojl  has 
this  inconvenience,  that  it  com- 
prifes  neither  human  actions  nor 
human  manners.  The  man  and 
woman  who  a£l  and  fufier,  are  in 
a  ftate  which  no  other  man  or  wo¬ 
man  can  ever  know.  The  reader 
finds  no  tranfadlion  in  which  he 
can  be  engaged ;  beholds  no  con¬ 
dition  in  which  he  can  by  any  ef¬ 
fort  of  imagination  place  himfelf ; 
he  has,  therefore,  little  natural 
curiofity  or  fympathy. 

We  all,  indeed,  feel  the  effedls 
of  Adam’s  difobedience ;  we  all 
fin  like  Adam,  and  like  him  muft 
all  bewail  our  offences ;  we  have 
reftiefs  and  infidious  enemies  in 
the  fallen  angels,  and  in  the  blef- 
fed  fpirits  we  have  guardians  and 
friends ;  in  the  redemption  of 
mankind  we  hope  to  be  included  ; 
and  in  the  description  of  heaven 
and  hell  we  are  furely  interefted, 
as  we  are  all  to  refide  hereafter 
either  in  the  regions  of  horror  or 
ofblifs. 

D  2  Bttf 
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But  thefe  truths  are  too  im¬ 
portant  to  be  new  ;  they  have  been 
taught  to  our  infancy ;  they  have 
mingled  with  our  folitary  thoughts 
and  familiar  converfation,  and  are 
habitually  interwoven  with  the 
whole  texture  of  life.  Being  there¬ 
fore  not  new,  they  raife  no  unac- 
cuftomed  emotion  in  the  mind ; 
what  we  knew  before  we  cannot 
learn  ;  what  is  not  unexpected  can¬ 
not  furprile. 

Of  the  ideas  fuggeiled  by  thefe 
awful  fcenes,  from  fome  we  re¬ 
cede  with  reverence,  except  when 
Hated  hours  require  their  affocia- 
tion  ;  and  from  others  we  ihrink 
with  horror,  or  admit  them  only 
as  falutary  inflictions,  as  counter- 
poifes  to  our  interefts  and  paffions. 
Such  images  rather  obftruft  the 
career  of  fancy  than  excite  it. 

Pleafure  and  terror  are  indeed 
the  genuine  fources  of  poetry  ;  but 
poetical  pleafure  muft  be  fuch  as 
human  imagination  can  at  lead 
conceive,  and  poetical  terror  fuch 
as  human  ftrength  and  fortitude 
may  combat.  The  good  and  evil 
of  eternity  are  too  ponderous  for 
the  wings  of  wit;  the  mind  finks 
under  them  in  paffive  helpleffneis, 
content  with  calm  belief  and  hum¬ 
ble  adoration. 

Known  truths,  however,  may 
take  a  different  appearance,  and 
be  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  a  new 
train  of  intermediate  images. 
This  Milton  has  undertaken,  and 
performed  with  pregnancy  and 
vigour  of  mind  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  Whoever  coniiders  the  few 
radical  portions  which  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  afforded  him,  will  wonder 
by  what  energetick  operation  he 
expanded  them  to  fuch  extent,  and 
ramified  them  to  fo  much  variety, 
retrained  as  he  was  by  religious 
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reverence  from  licentioufnefs  of* 
fidlion. 

Here  is  a  full  difplay  of  the 
united  force  of  iludy  and  genius ; 
of  a  great  accumulation  of  mate¬ 
rials,  with  judgment  to  digeil, 
and  fancy  to  combine  them  :  Mil- 
ton  was  able  to  feleft  from  na-^ 
t u.re,  or  from  ilorv,  from  ancient 
fable,  or  from  modern  fcience, 
whatever  could  illuilrate  or  adorn, 
his  thoughts.  An  accumulation 
of  knowledge  impregnated  his- 
mind,  fermented  by  iludy,  and 
fublimed  by  imagination. 

It  has  been  therefore  faid,  with* 
out  an  indecent  hyperbole,  by  one 
of  his  encomiails,  that  in  reading 
Paradife  Lofl  we  read  a  book  of 
univerfal  knowledge. 

But  original  dehcience  cannot 
be  fupplied.  The  want  of  hu¬ 
man  intereft  is  always  felt.  Pa¬ 
radife  Loft  is  one  of  the  books 
which  the  reader  admires  and  lays 
down,  and  forgets  to  take  up 
again.  Its  perufal  is  a  duty  ra¬ 
ther  than  a  pleafure.  We  read 
Milton  for  inftru6lion,  retire  liar- 
raffed  and  overburdened,  and  look 
elfewhere  for  recreation  ;  we  de% 
fert  our  mailer,  and  feek  for  com¬ 
panions. 

Another  inconvenience  of  Mil* 
ton’s  deiign  is,  that  it  requires  the 
defcription  of  what  cannot  be  de¬ 
fended,  the  agency  of  fpirits.  He 
faw  that  immateriality  fupplied  no 
images,  and  that  he  could  not 
fhow  angels  afling  but  by  inilru- 
ments  of  action  ;  he  therefore  in- 
veiled  them  with  form  and  mat¬ 
ter.  This,  being  neceffary,  was 
therefore  defeniible ;  and  he  ihould 
have  fecured  the  confiilency  of  his 
fyilem,  by  keeping  immateriality 
out  of  light,  and  enticing  his  read¬ 
er  to  drop  it  from  his  thoughts. 

3  But 
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But  he  has  unhappily  perplexed 
his  poetry  with  his  philofophy. 
His  infernal  and  celeftial  powers 
are  fometimes  pure  fpirit,  and 
fometimes  animated  body.  When 
Satan  walks  with  his  lance  upon 
the  burning  marie y  he  has  a  body; 
when  in  his  paffage  between  hell 
and  the  new  world,  he  is  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  finking  in  the  vacuity,  and 
is  fupported  by  a  guft  of  riling  va¬ 
pours,  he  has  a  body  ;  when  he 
animates  the  toad,  he  feems  to  be 
mere  fpirit,  that  can  penetrate 
matter  at  pleafure ;  when  he  fiarts 
up  in  his  own  Jhape,  he  has  at  leail 
a  determined  form  ;  and  when  he 
is  brought  before  Gabriel,  he  has 
s.  fpear  and  Jhield ,  which  he  had 
the  power  of  hiding  in  the  toad, 
though  the  arms  of  the  contend¬ 
ing  angels  are  evidently  material. 

The  vulgar  inhabitants  of  Pan- 
daemonium  being  incorporeal  fpi¬ 
rit  s>  are  at  large,  though  r without 
number,  in  a  liihited  fpace  ;  yet  in 
the  battle,  when  they  were  over¬ 
whelmed  by  mountains,  their  ar¬ 
mour  hurt  them,  crufhed  in  upon 
their  fubjlance ,  now  grown  grojs  by 
finning.  This  likewife  happened 
to  the  uncorrupted  angels,  who 
were  overthrown  the  fooner  for  their 
arms ,  for  unarmed  they  might  eafily 
as  fpirits  have  evaded  by  contrac¬ 
tion,  or  remove.  Even  as  fpirits 
they  are  hardly  fpiritual ;  for  con¬ 
traction  and  remove  are  images  of 
matter ;  but  if  they  could  have 
efcaped  without  their  armour,  they 
might  have  efcaped  from  it,  and 
left  only  the  empty  cover  to  be 
battered.  Uriel,  when  he  rides 
on  a  fun-beam,  is  material:  Satan 
is  material  when  he  is  afraid  of 
the  prowefs  of  Adam. 

The  confufion  of  fpirit  and 
matter  which  pervades  the  whole 


narration  of  the  war  of  heaven  fills 
it  with  incongruity  ;  and  the  book, 
in  which  it  is  related,  is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  the  favourite  of  children, 
and  gradually  neglected  as  know¬ 
ledge  is  increafed. 

After  the  operation  of  immate¬ 
rial  agents,  which  cannot  be  ex¬ 
plained,  may  be  confidered  that 
of  allegorical  perfons,  which  have 
no  real  exigence.  To  exalt  caufes 
into  agents,  to  invefl  abftrafl  ideas 
with  form,  and  animate  them  with 
activity,  has  always  been  the  right 
of  poetry.  But  fuch  airy  beings 
are,  for  the  molt  part,  fuffered 
only  to  do  their  natural  office  ;  and 
retire.  Thus  Fame  tells  a  tale, 
and  Vidlory  hovers  over  a  general, 
or  perches  on  a  ftandard  ;  but 
Fame  and  Vi&ory  can  do  no  more. 
To  give  them  any  real  employ¬ 
ment,  or  aferibe  to  them  any  ma¬ 
terial  agency,  is  to  make  them 
allegorical  no  longer,  but  to  fhock 
the  mind  by  aferibing  effects  to 
non -entity.  In  the  Prometheus  of 
^Efchvlus,  we  fee  Violence  and 
Strength,  and  in  the  Alceflis  of 
Euripides,  we  fee  Death  brought 
upon  the  ftage,  all  as  aflive  per¬ 
fons  of  the  drama  ;  but  no  prece¬ 
dents  can  juftify  abfurdity. 

Milton’s  allegory  of  Sin  and 
Death  is  undoubtedly  faulty.  Sin 
is  indeed  the  mother  of  Death, 
and  may  be  allowed  to  be  the 
portrefs  of  hell ;  but  when  they 
flop  the  journey  of  Satan,  a  jour¬ 
ney  deferibed  as  real,  and  when 
Death  offers  him  battle,  the  alle¬ 
gory  is  broken.  That  Sin  and 
Death  fhould  have  fhewn  the  way 
to  hell  might  have  been  allowed  ; 
but  they  cannot  facilitate  the  paf¬ 
fage  by  building  a  bridge,  becaufe 
the  difficulty  of  Satan’s  paffage  is 
deferibed  as  real  and  fenfibie,  and 
D  3  the 
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$he  bridge  ought  to  be  only  figur¬ 
ative.  The  hell  affigned  to  the 
rebellious  fpirits  is  defcribed  as  not 
lefs  local  than  the  refidence  of 
man.  It  is  placed  in  feme  diftant 
part  of  fpace,  feparated  from  the 
regions  of  harmony  and  order  by 
a  chaotick  wafte  and  an  unoccu¬ 
pied  vacuity  ;  but  Sin  and  Death 
worked  up  a  mole  of  aggregated  foil , 
cemented  with  afphaltus  ;  a  work 
too  bulky  for  ideal  architects. 

This  unlkilful  allegory  appears 
to  me  one  of  the  greatefi  faults  of 
the  poem  ;  and  to  this  there  was 
no  temptation,  but  the  author’s 
opinion  of  its  beauty. 

To  the  conduct  of  the  narrative 
feme  objections  may  be  made. 
Satan  is  with  great  expectation 
brought  before  Gabriel  in  Para¬ 
dife,  and  is  buffered  to  go  away 
unmolefled.  The  creation  of  man 
is  reprefen  ted  as  the  confequence 
of  the  vacuity  left  in  heaven  by 
the  expulfion  of  the  rebels,  yet 
Satan  mentions  it  as  a  report  rife 
in  heaven  before  his  departure. 

To  find  fentiments  for  the  Hate 
of  innocence,  was  very  difficult  ; 
and  fomething  of  anticipation 
perhaps  is  now  and  then  difeover- 
ed.  Adam’s  difeourfe  of  dreams 
Teems  not  to  be  the  speculation  of 
a  new-created  being.  I  know  not 
whether  his  anfwer  to  the  angel’s 
reproof  for  curiofity  does  not  want 
fomething  of  propriety  :  it  is  the 
fpeech  of  a  man  acquainted  with 
many  other  men.  Some  philo- 
fophical  notions,  efpecially  when 
the  philofophy  is  falfe,  might  have 
been  better  omitted.  The  angel, 
in  a  companion,  fpeaks  of  timorous 
deer ,  before  deer  were  yet  timorous, 
and  before  Adam  could  underhand 
the  companion. 


Dryden  remarks,  that  Milton 
has  fome  flats  among  his  eleva¬ 
tions.  This  is  only  to  fay  that  all 
the  parts  are  not  equal.  In  every 
work  one  part  mull  be  for  the  fake 
of  others  ;  a  palace  mull  have 
paffages  ;  a  poem  mull  have  tran- 
fitions.  It  is  no  more  to  be  re¬ 
quired  that  wit  Ihould  always  be 
blazing,  than  that  the  fun  Ihould 
always  hand  at  noon.  In  a  great 
work  there  is  a  viciffitude  of  lumi¬ 
nous  and  opake  parts,  as  there  is 
in  the  world  a  fucceffion  of  day 
and  night.  Milton,  when  he  has 
expatiated  in  the  fky,  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  fometinaes  to  revifit  earth  ; 
for  what  other  author  ever  foared 
fo  high,  or  fuflained  his  flight  fo 
long  ? 

Milton,  being  well  verfed  in  the 
Italian  poets,  appears  to  have  bor¬ 
rowed  often  from  them  ;  and,  as 
every  man  learns  fomething  from 
his  companions,  his  defire  of  imi¬ 
tating  Ariofto’s  levity  has  difgra- 
ced  his  work  with  the  Paradife  of 
Fools ;  a  fiction  not  in  itfelf  ill- 
imagined,  but  too  ludicrous  for  its 
place. 

His  play  on  words,  in  which  he 
delights  too  often  ;  his  equivoca¬ 
tions,  which  Bentley  endeavours  to 
defend  by  the  example  of  the  an¬ 
cients  ;  his  unneceflary  and  un¬ 
graceful  ufe  of  terms  of  art,  it  is 
not  neceflary  to  mention,  becaule 
they  are  eaiily  marked  and  gene¬ 
rally  cenfured,  and  at  laft  bear  fo 
little  proportion  to  the  whole,  that 
they  fcarcely  deferve  the  attention 
of  a  critick. 

Such  are  the  faults  of  that  won¬ 
derful  performance,  Paradife  Lofl ; 
which  he  who  can  put  in  balance 
with  its  beauties  mull  be  confider- 
ed  not  as  nice  but  as  dull,  as  lefs 
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to  be  cenfured  for  want  of  candour 
than  pitied  for  want  of  fenfibility. 

O {  Paradife  Regained ,  the  gene¬ 
ral  judgement  feems  now  to  be 
right,  that  it  is  in  many  parts  ele¬ 
gant,  and  every-where  inftruftive. 
It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
writer  of  Raradife  Loft  could  ever 
write  without  great  efFufions  of 
fancy,  and  exalted  precepts  of 
wifdom.  The  bafis  of  Paradife 
Regained  is  narrow  ;  a  dialogue 
without  adlion  can  never  pleafe 
like  an  union  of  the  narrative  and 
dramatick  powers.  Had  this  poem 
been  written  not  by  Milton,  but 
by  fome  imitator,  it  would  have 
claimed  .and  received  univerfal 
praife. 


Of  the  Cuftoms  and  Characters  of 
Women  in  the  Eaf.  From  Rich- 
ardfon  on  the  Languages,  &c.  of 
Fafern  Nations . 

RAVELLERS,  in  general, 
do  not  appear  to  have  con¬ 
ceived  a  juft  idea  of  the  fituation 
of  Women  in  many  Eaftern  coun¬ 
tries.  They  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
confidered  by  them  as  of  fmall 
confequence  in  the  ftate  :  they  are 
reprefented  as  mere  Haves  to  the 
paftions  of  the  ftrongerfex:  and, 
becaufe  the  great  men  keep  many 
beautiful  Circaftians  locked  up 
from  public  view,  a  proper  dif- 
tin&ion  does  not  feem  always  to 
have  been  made  between  them  and 
free-born  women.  But  an  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  languages  and  cuftoms 
of  Afia,  will  give  us  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  fuch  indiferiminate  ob- 
fervations  are  partial,  fuperficial, 
and  inconclufive.  I  have  already 
thrown  out  fome  ideas  on  this  fub- 
je& ;  and  ftiall  here  offer  a  few 


59 

more  fa£ts,  which  appear  to  ftreng- 
then  my  opinion. 

In  Arabia,  very  early,  we  find 
the  women  in  high  confidera- 
tion  ;  and  poffefting  privileges 
hardly  inferior  to  thofe  which 
they  enjoy  in  the  moft  enlightened 
countries  of  Europe.  They  had  a 
right,  by  the  laws,  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  independent  property,  by 
inheritance,  by  gift,  by  marriage- 
fettlement,  or  by  any  other  mode 
of  acquifition.  The  wife  had  a 
regular  dower,  which  fhe  was  to 
enjoy  in  full  right  after  the  demife 
of  her  hufband  :  and  fhe  had  alfo 
a  kind  of  pin-money,  or  para¬ 
phernalia,  which  fhe  might  difpofe 
of  in  her  life-time,  or  bequeath  at 
her  death,  without  his  knowledge 
or  con  fen  t. 

Tothisconfideration  and  weight, 
which  property,  by  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Arabians,  gave  to 
the  female  fex,  it  may  even  per¬ 
haps  be  no  extravagant  ftretch  of 
thought,  to  trace  the  fuccefs,  if 
not  the  origin,  of  a  religion, 
which,  from  the  extenfivenefs  of 
its  operations,  may  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  greateft  events  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind.  Poverty,  as 
Cardinal  de  Retz  juftly  obferves, 
is  the  grave  of  many  a  great  de~ 
fign.  And  fo  low  in  circumftances 
was  Mohammed,  in  the  early  part 
of  life,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  weight  and  power  which  he  de¬ 
rived  from  his  marriage  with  a 
rich  widow,  his  enthufiafm  might, 
perhaps,  have  juft  exifted  and  ex¬ 
pired  with  himfelf.  His  father 
Abdallah  was  a  younger  forr  of 
Abdollmotalleb,  chief  of  the  Ko- 
reifh  tribe;  but,  dying  young,  he 
left  Mohammed  and  his  mother, 
for  all  their  eftate,  only  five  ca¬ 
mels  and  an  Ethiopian  Have. 
D  f  When 
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When  he  arrived  at  man’s  eftate, 
his  fortune  was,  of  confequence, 
fo  humble,  that  he  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  his  uncle  as  fadtor  to 
the  widow  Khadijah  ;  who  carried 
on  an  extenfive  trade  with  Syria 
and  other  countries.  This  lady 
was  of  a  noble  family,  and  of  the 
fame  tribe.  She  had  been  twice 
married  :  fhe  had  been  largely  left 
by  both  hulhands :  and  had  im¬ 
proved  the  whole  by  commerce. 
Her  young  fadtor  was  efteemed  the 
handfomeft  man  of  his  age  ;  his 
genius  was  quick  :  and  his  addrefs 
infinuadng.  She  made  him  her 
third  hufband  ;  and,  with  her 
hand,  hie  gave  him  the  difpofal 
of  her  fortune.  Being  a  man  qr 
birth,  this  raifed  him  at  once, 
from  a  menial  ftation,  to  a  level 
with  the  £  rib  nobles  of  Arabia; 
and  gave  him  confequence,  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  leifure,  fufficient  to 
prepare  the  plans  for  his  future 
greatnefs.  It  was  fifteen  years 
after  this  marriage  before  he  pub¬ 
licly  afTumed  the  prophetic  charac¬ 
ter  :  and  he  then  met  with  fuch 
vigorous  oppolition,  particularly 
from  the  leading  men  of  his  own 
tribe,  that,  nearly  cruftied  as  he 
often  was,  he  mnft  probably  have 
been  quite  overwhelmed  ;  had  not 
his  riches,  by  increafing  his  power, 
his  importance,  and  his  profelytes, 
furnilhed  him  with  refources  to 
overcome  difficulties ;  which  might 
otherwife  have  baffled  all  the  vi¬ 
gour  of  his  genius. 

The  Prophet,  at  his  death,  left 
many  widows  :  four  of  whom, 
whim  they  lived,  had  confiderable 
weight  in  the  councils  of  the  Arabs. 
But  the  influence  of  Ayefha,  whom 
they  dignified  with  the  title, of  Mo¬ 
ther  cf  the  Faithful ,  was  a! mod  un¬ 
bounded.  Ali,  as  fon-in-lavv  and 


coufin-gerrnan  to  Mohammed,  was 
generally  confidered  as  his  fuccef- 
for  :  but  he  had  incurred  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Ayefha,  whom  he  had 
once,  with  many  others,  accufed 
of  incontinence  :  and  die  never 
forgave  him.  Her  father  Abube- 
ker  owed  his  elevation  to  the  Kha¬ 
lifat  chiefly  to  her  addrefs.  Upon 
his  deceafe,  die  fupported  Omar. 
She  was  chief  confpirator  againfl 
Qthman,  the  fucceflor  of  Omar. 
And  when  Ali,  at  length,  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  Khalifat,  fhe  headed  a 
formidable  rebellion  againfl:  him. 
She  took  Bafrah  ;  and  gave  him 
battle  near  that  place.  This  fa¬ 
mous  adtion  is  called  YumiF  Vjamal, 
the  day  of  the  camel ,  from  a  large 
white  one,  upon  which  fhe  was 
mounted.  She  rode  through  the 
ranks ;  and,  to  animate  her  troops, 
die  drove  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
battle.  Seventy  hands,  it  is  faid, 
were  ftruck  off,  in  attempting  to 
feige  her  bridle.  And,  when  the 
legs  of  her  camel  were  at  length 
cut  off,  the  carriage  in  which  fhe 
fat  refembled  a  porcupine,  from 
the  number  of  javelins  and  arrows 
with  which  it  was  transfixed.  The 
fuperior  generalftiip  of  Ali  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  her  army,  though  more 
numerous,  was  routed  ;  and  fhe 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Khalif. 
V/hen  brought  before  him,  he  faid, 
ce  What  doft  thou  think  of  the 
work  of  God  to  thee  if  She 
anfwered,  “  Thou  haft  conquer- 
“  ed,  O  Ali  !  be  merciful.”  The 
generous  Ali  did  fiiavv  her  mercy. 
He  lent  her  to  Medina,  attended 
by  leventy  women  in  men’s  appa¬ 
rel  ;  where  fhe  was  ordered  to 
confine  herfelf  to  her  ho  life,  and  to 
meddle  no  more  in  ft  ate  affairs. 
On  the  death  of  Ali,  however,  fhe 
recovered  her  influence  ;  and, 
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many  years  afterwards,  when  Moa- 
wiyah  wifhed  to  make  the  Khalifat 
hereditary  in  his  family,  he  thought 
it  neceffary  to  fecure  her  intereft, 
by  a  prefent  of  bracelets  valued  at 
150,000  dinars,  near  70,000k 

The  Arabian  women  of  rank 
feem  indeed  to  have  taken  a  very 
adtive  concern  both  in  civil  and 
military  affairs.  At  the  battle  of 
Qhod,  where  Mohammed  was  de¬ 
feated  by  the  Pagan  Meccans,  the 
referve,  we  find,  was  led  on  by 
Henda,  the  wife  of  Abu  Sofian, 
a  man  of  the  firll  rank.  She  was 
accompanied  by  fifteen  other  wo¬ 
men  of  diltindtion  ;  who,  with  mu- 
fic  and  exhortations,  animated  the 
troops.  By  their  fpirit  and  re¬ 
proaches  they  were  repeatedly  ral¬ 
lied,  when  retiring  before  Mo¬ 
hammed  ;  and  by  them,  in  a  great 
meafure,  was  the  fortune  of  the 
day  decided. 

One  of  the  moft  confiderable  of 
the  prophet’s  oppofers,  was  a  lady 
called  Forka  ;  who  feems  to  have 
anfwered  exadlly  the  defcription  of 
a  feudal  peerefs  in  the  middle  ages 
of  Europe.  She  was  poffelfed  of 
territory,  of  a  caftle,  and  of  great 
riches  and  confideration.  Her 
troops  had  checked  the  inroads  of 
the  Prophet’s  marauding  parties  ; 
and  Zeid,  one  of  his  chief  gene¬ 
rals,  was  fent  to  reduce  her  to  obe¬ 
dience.  The  defence  of  her  cafile 
was  obftinate :  but  it  was  at  length 
taken  by  Form  :  and  the  lady, 
with  part  of  her  garrifon,  were 
killed.  Amongft  other  captives 
was  Forka’s  young  daughter  and 
heirefs  ;  who,  with  all  her  wealth, 
became  the  prize  of  the  conqueror. 

Many  other  examples  might  be 
given  ;  but  it  may  be  fufficient, 
for  the  prefent  fubjedl,  to  obferve 
in  general,  that  the  dignified  be¬ 
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haviour,  which  diftinguifhed  the 
Arabian  women,  long  before  and 
after  Mohammed,  points  clearly 
to  a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
importance  :  to  which  an  habitual 
flavery  and  fubjedtion  could  never 
poffbly  have  given  birth. 

Numberlefs  fnftances  of  the 
confequence  of  women  might  be 
brought  alfo  from  Perfia,  Tartary, 
and  other  Eaftern  countries.  But 
I  mu  ft  again  beg  the  reader  to  re¬ 
member,  that  the  limits  of  thefe 
(ketches  will  not  permit  me  to  en¬ 
ter  into  details  ;  or  to  prefent  to 
his  attention  any  thing  but  mere 
outlines.  .  It  is  certain,  among 
other  privileges,  that  they  poffeffed 
the  right  of  fucceffon  to  the  throne; 
and  often  a  died  as  regents*  during 
the  minority  of  their  Tons.  Touran 
dokht  and  Azurmi  dokht,  the 
daughters  of  Khofrou  Parvis,  were 
fucceffvely  the  reigning  queens  of 
Perfia,  a  few  years  before  the  Mo¬ 
hammedan  conqueff — About  the 
beginning  of  the  tenth  century, 
queen  Seidet  was  regent,  during 
the  non-age  of  her  Ton,  and  go¬ 
verned  with  much  wifdom.  When 
he  took  the  reins  of  government, 
he  appointed  the  famous  phyfician 
Avicenna  to  be  his  vizir.  But, 
public  affairs  beitsg  managed  with 
much  imprudence,  the  queen  mo¬ 
ther,  finding  herlelf  treated  with 
indignity,  retired  from  court;  and, 
railing  an  army,  defeated  her  fon  : 
whom,  nevertheiefs,  fhe  rellored 
to  the  throne  ;  and  affiled,  from, 
that  time,  with  her  councils.  The 
kingdom  flourifhed  whilftlhe  lived: 
but  on  her  death,  the  powerful 
Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna,  who 
had  ever  treated  her  with  much 
refpedt,  attacked  her  diffpaced  fon, 
and  annexed  Perfia  to  his  empire. 

According 
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According  to  Abulgazi  Khan, 
by  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Moguls, 
a  prince  could  not  reign  till  he  was. 
thirty  years  of  age  :  on  which  oc- 
cafions,  the  queen  mother  ailed 
always  as  regent.  He  gives  an  in- 
ftance,  in  this  place,  of  a  princefs, 
named  Alar.ca,  (from  whom  Jen¬ 
giz  Khan  derived  defcent)  who  go¬ 
verned  her  people,  for  many  years, 
during  the  minority  of  her  fon. 
Tarkhan  Khatun,  a  Tartar  lady, 
mother  of  Mohammed,  Sultan  of 
Kharezme,  was  a  princefs  of  un¬ 
common  abilities,  and  had  fuch  an 
afcendancy  over  her  fon,  that  fhe, 
in  a  great  meafure,  governed  the 
kingdom  ;  which,  before  the  in- 
vafion  of  Jengiz  Khan,  was  con- 
iidered  as  the  moll  powerful  in  the 
Eaft  :  and  the  court  the  moil  mag¬ 
nificent  and  polite.  Yet  ladies  of 
the  hr  ft  diftinilion  thought  it  not 
inconfiftent  with  the  delicacy  of 
their  fex  to  take  the  field  againft 
the  Moguls.  They  made  alfo 
many  fallies  during  the  liege  of 
the  capital ;  which  held  out,  near 
twelve  months,  againft  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  army  commanded  by  three  of 
Jengiz  Khan’s  fons.  And,  when 
it  was  taken  at  laft  by  affault,  the 
inhabitants,  male  and  female,  re¬ 
tired,  fighting,  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  and  from  ftreet  to  ftreet ; 
till,  according  to  the  loweft  com¬ 
putation,  above  a  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  were  killed.  The  fpirit,  in¬ 
deed,  of  the  Kharezmian  women, 
has  induced  fome  writers  to  confi- 
der  them  as  the  defcendants  of  the 
ancient  Amazons. 

Vhe  Vizir  Nezam  gives  many 
inftances  of  the  political  influence 
of  the  Women  in  Eaftern  courts  ; 
and  is  at  infinite  pains  to  advife 
his  fon  to  pay  to  them  the  higheft 
attention,  hie  divides  the  court 


into  four  claftes,  at  the  head  of 
which  he  places  the  Women  :  and 
obferves,  that  much  of  his  fuccefs 
will  depend  upon  the  manner  in 
which  he  conducts  himfelf  towards 
them.  The  firft  clafs  that  claims 
your  notice,  fays  he,  are  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Women  :  the  next,  the 
King’s  Sons :  after  them,  the  great 
Omras  :  and,  laft  of  all,  the  in¬ 
ferior  Minifters.  -S—  Altun  Tafh, 
continues  the  Vizir,  was  the  firft 
Omra  of  the  Divan,  in  the  reign 
of  Sultan  Mahmoud  of  Ghezna. 
When  the  government  of  Kharez¬ 
me  being  vacant,  he  folicited  the 
appointment.  As  he  was  efteemed 
the  chief  pillar  of  the  throne,  the 
court  was  furprized,  that  hefhould 
have  accepted  it.  And  a  friend 
begging  of  him  to  know,  what 
could  induce  him  to  reiign  the  po¬ 
wer  he  had  over  fo  vaft  an  empire, 
to  take  the  charge  of  a  corner  : 
Altum  Tafh  replied,  te  By  the 
“  God  who  created  heaven  and 
ef  earth,  the  fecret  which  I  fhall 
now  dilclofe  to  you  I  have  not 
ft  revealed  to  any  living  foul.  It 
“  was  the  enmity  of  jeinila  Kan- 
dahari,  and  that  only,  which 
tc  made  me  give  up  the  power  I 
(t  had  over  this  great  empire. 
“  For,  many  years  have  the  affairs 
“  thereof  been  under  my  manage- 
te  ment :  and,  in  that  time,  what- 
“  ever  I  tied  fhe  unloofed  ;  and 
“  whatever  I  unloofed  fhe  tied. 
*s  What  fhe  refolved  upon  I  was 
“  incapable  of  oppofing ;  and 
whatever  ftie  oppofed  it  was  in 
((  vain  for  me  to  attempt.  Vexed 
“  with  being  continually  foiled, 
and  unable  to  apply  a  remedy, 
<(  the  world  appeared  dark  in  my 
(c  eyes  ;  and  I  voluntarily  threw 
“  myfelf  into  this  retirement, 
where  I  truft  in  God  I  fhall  be 
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<s  fafe  from  the  effefts  of  her  re- 
(s  fentment.”  We  muil  not  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  female  influence 
was  thus  powerful  in  the  court  of 
a  weak  or  a  diflipated  prince  :  for 
Mahmoud  was  one  of  the  greateil 
monarchs  that  ever  reigned  :  al- 
moit  the  whole  of  his  great  em¬ 
pire  he  had  conquered  himfelf ; 
and  it  was  governed  intirely  under 
his  own  infpe&ion.  Jemila  Kan- 
dahari  appears  to  have  been  the 
find  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to 
Mahmoud’s  Sultana  :  and  her  re¬ 
sentment  againft  Altun  Tafti,  was 
owing  to  his  oppofition  to  the  Vizir 
Ah  men  HaiTan,  whom  fhe  patro¬ 
nized.  Gallantry,  at  the  fame 
time,  does  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  concern  in  her  operations  :  for 
Nezam  oblerves,  that,  though  her 
favourite  Ahmed  correfponded  with 
her  often,  they  did  not  fee  one  ano¬ 
ther  perhaps  once  in  twelve  months. 

Marriage  fettlements  and  por¬ 
tions  given  with  daughters,  or  lif¬ 
ters,  appear  to  be  of  great  anti¬ 
quity  in  Arabia  :  for,  long  before 
Mohammed,  they  had  refined  fo 
much  upon  them,  that  it  became 
common,  where  two  men  were 
obliged  to  give  great  fortunes  with 
their  female  relations,  to  evade 
payment,  by  making  a  double 
marriage  ;  one  efpoufing  the 
daughter  or  filler  of  the  other  ;  and 
giving  his  daughter  or  lifter  in  re¬ 
turn.  This  practice,  which  they 
called  Sbigar,  probably  with  the 
view  of  encouraging  alliances  a- 
mong  different  tribes,  or  prevent¬ 
ing  too  much  wealth  from  accu¬ 
mulating  in  particular  families, 
Mohammed  declared  to  be  ille¬ 
gal  in  the  Alcoran. — The  fepa- 
rate  property,  or  paraphernalia, 
which  the  wife  enjoyed,  feems 
to  have  been  the  produce  of  fuch 
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prefents  as  the  bride  received  from 
her  friends,  or  from  her  future 
hulband,  before  marriage.  Thofe 
of  the  bridegroom,  which  were 
called  Nukl,  had  no  fixed  medium; 
being  proportioned  to  his  affection, 
to  his  fortune,  and  often  to  his 
ollentation.  :  for  it  was  cuilotnary 
to  fend  thofe  prefents,  a  day  or 
two  before  the  nuptials,  with  great 
pomp,  from  his  houfe  to  the  dwel¬ 
ling  of  the  bride.  And  although, 
the  whole  might  have  been  car¬ 
ried,  perhaps  with  eafe,  by  one  or 
two  camels,  horfes,  or  Servants, 
they  would  frequently  make  a  pro- 
celTion  of  ten,  twenty,  thirty,  or 
more  :  every  one  bearing  fome- 
thing,  fet  off  with  ornaments,  in 
a  gay  fhewy  manner. 

Their  marriage  ceremonies,  in 
the  Eaft,  feem  indeed  to  have 
been,  in  all  times,  attended  with 
much  feflivity  and  public  parade. 
All  the  friends  of  both  families  af- 
fembled  :  and,  where  the  fortune 
or  the  vanity  of  the  bridegroom, 
or  father  of  the  bride,  were  confi- 
derable,  they  were  in  general  very 
expenfive.  The  nuptials  of  per- 
fons  of  high  rank,  were  ailoniih- 
ingly  fplendid.  The  marriage  of 
the  Khalif  Almamoun  with  the 
daughter  of  HaiTan  Sahal,  gover¬ 
nor  of  Babylonian  Irak,  was  at¬ 
tended  with  alrnoil  incredible  ex¬ 
pence.  Slaves  of  both  fexes,  with 
other  rich  prefents,  were  fent  by 
the  governor  to  every  grandee.  He 
defrayed  the  expence  of  the  whole 
court  and  of  the  Khaliff’s  guards, 
during  that  prince’s  refidence  at 
Fommalfaleh,  where  HaiTan  Sahal 
generally  lived.  The  roads  from 
thence  to  Baghdad,  for  near  a 
hundred  miles,  were  covered  with 
mats  of  gold  and  filver  fluff :  and 
the  bride’s  head-drefs  was  adorned 
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with  a  thoufand  pearls ;  each,  (if 
there  is  no  miftake  or  exaggera¬ 
tion)  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon’s  egg 
or  of  a  large  nut :  which  the  Khalit 
immediately  fettled  on  her,  as  part 
of  her  dower. 

Even  upon  ordinary  occafions  it 
was  ufual  to  throw  amongft  the 
populace,  as  the  proceffion  moved 
along,  money,  fweetmeats,  flowers, 
and  other  articles  ;  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  catched  in  cloths,  made  for 
fuch  occafions,  ftretched  in  a  par¬ 
ticular  manner  upon  frames.  With 
regard  to  the  money,  however, 
there  appears  often  to  have  been  a 
mixture  of  csconomy,  or  rather  of 
deception  ;  which  probably  arofe 
from  the  neceffity  of  complying 
with  a  cuftom,  that  might  be  ill 
fuited  to  the  fortunes  of  fome,  and 
to  the  avarice  of  others :  for  we 
find,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to 
collect  bad  money,  called  kelb ,  at 
a  low  price,  to  throw  away  at  nup¬ 
tial  procefiions. 

The  bride,  on  the  day  of  mar¬ 
riage,  was  condu&ed  with  great 
ceremony  by  her  friends  to  her 
hufband’s  houfe  ;  and  immediately 
on  her  arrival,  fhe  made  him  a  va¬ 
riety  of  prefents  ;  efpecially  of 
houfhold  furniture,  with  a  fpear, 
and  a  tent.  There  feeins  to  be  a 
curious  fimilitude,  in  fome  of  thofe 
ceremonies,  to  cuftoms  which  pre¬ 
vailed  amongft  the  old  Germans, 
before  they  left  their  forefls  ;  as 
well  as  among  the  Gothic  nations, 
after  they  were  eftablifhed  in  their 
conquefis.  Tacitus  obferves,  that 
the  German  bridegrooms  and  brides 
made  each  other  reciprocal  pre¬ 
fents  ;  and  particularly  of  arms 
and  cattle.  The  gifts  made  to 
the  Eaftern  bride  appear  likewife 
to  have  been  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  with  the  Morgengabe3  or 


Morning  gift,  which  it  was  com¬ 
mon  for  the  European  hufband, 
in  the  early  and  middle  ages,  to 
prefent  to  his  wife  the  morning 
after  marriage.  And,  whilft  the 
dower,  in  both,  feems  to  have  re¬ 
verted,  upon  the  death  of  the  wi¬ 
dow,  to  the  kindred  of  the  huf- 
band,  the  prefents  were  left  entirely 
at  her  own  difpofal. 

A  man,  without  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  the  law,  rmVht  divorce  his 
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wife,  provided  he  paid  to  her 
whatever  dower  had  been  fettled 
by  the  marriage  contrail :  unlefs 
he  could  prove,  to  the  fatisfadtion 
of  her  affembled  friends,  that  her 
conduct  had  given  fufiicient  caufe 
for  the  reparation  :  in  which  cafe, 
her  fortune  and  fettlements  were 
forfeited.  The  wife  had  alfo  the 
fame  power  of  divorce,  if  fhe  dif- 
liked  her  hufband  ;  but  then  fhe 
relinquifhed  her  fettlements,  and 
returned  ail  the  prefents  fhe  had 
received  from  him  before  or  after 
marriage.  A  man  might  re- mar¬ 
ry  his  divorced  wife,  even  unto 
the  third  time ;  beyond  which  it 
was  unlawful.  The  form  of  re¬ 
pudiation  was  very  concife  :  the 
hufband  faying  only,  ss  Get  thee 
“  gone,  I  care  not  for  thee.”  Yet 
fimple  as  it  was,  they  confidered 
it  as  fo  binding,  that  if  a  couple 
lived  afterwards  together,  without 
the  ceremony  of  a  re-marriage,  it 
was  reckoned  infamous,  and  view¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  light  as  adultery. 

Temporary  marriages  are  com¬ 
mon  in  many  parts  of  the  Eafh 
The  Arabians  call  them  Almutah . 
The  Alcoran  fpeaks  rather  equivo¬ 
cally  with  regard  to  them  ;  which 
has  opened  a  field  for  much  diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion  among  the  Mo¬ 
hammedan  lawyers.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  ninth  century 
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they  were  interdi£led  by  the  Kha- 
lif  Almamoun  :  but  they  were 
never  entirely  difcontinued  ;  and 
are  now  very  common.  They  are 
contra&ed  by  a  written  indenture, 
witnefted  by  the  Cadhi ;  and  a 
certain  Turn  is  fettled  upon  the  wo¬ 
man,  to  be  paid  to  her  on  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  term  ;  when  the  en¬ 
gagement  may  either  be  renewed 
or  finally  dififolved.  The  offsping 
of  fuch  connexions  cannot  inhe¬ 
rit. 

A  lingular  matrimonial  cuflom, 
we  may  here  remark,  fomewhat 
refembling  the  above,  prevailed  of 
old  in  many  parts  cf  Europe.  Men 
of  rank,  who  had  loll  their  wives, 
but  had  children,  to  avoid  bur- 
thening  their  eftates,  might  marry 
low-born  women  ;  who,  bringing 
no  fortune,  were  intitled  to  no 
dower.  Thefe  contracts  (accord  - 
ing  to  Baron  vonLowhen)  are  hill 
prevalent  in  Germany  ;  where  they 
are  ftiled  Left-handed  marriages  : 
it  being  a  part  of  the  ceremony 
for  the  bridegroom  to  give  his  left 
hand  to  the  bride.  The  children 
of  fuch  marriages  are  not  capable 
of  inheriting  ;  and  bear  neither 
the  name  nor  arms  of  the  father. 

We  find  in  Scripture,  that  when 
a  man  died,  leaving  no  ifi'ue  by 
his  wife,  it  was  fometimes  incum¬ 
bent  upon  his  next  unmarried  bro¬ 
ther  to  efpoufe  the  widow.  A  cuf- 
tom  fimilar  to  this,  is  not  only 
found  among  the  Arabians,  but 
another  ftill  more  ftrange.  For 
where  a  father  left  one  or  more 
widows,  the  fons  often  married 
them,  provided  they  were  not 
their  own  mothers.  This  ufage 
was  fupprefled  by  Mohammed  : 
and  it  appears,  even  before  his 
time,  to  have  been  marked  with  a 
degree  of  deteftation  ;  the  word 
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Mahty  which  denotes  this  fpecies  of 
marriage,  fignifying  alfo  hatred 
and  enmity .  Marrying  a  brother’s 
widow,  if  childlefs,  is  ftill  cufto- 
mary  in  fome  parts  of  Tartary  ; 
particularly  in  Circaflia.  And 
Abulgazi  Khan  mentions  feveral 
princes  who  had  married  their 
ftep-mothers.  He  feems  indeed 
to  confider  it  as  a  thing  of  courfe  : 
and  particularly  tells  us,  that  Oitai 
Khan  married  one  of  the  widows 
of  his  father  Jengiz  Khan.  But 
what  has  moft  furprized  me,  is  to 
find  fo  odd  a  cuflom  prevailing 
even  in  Scotland,  fo  late  as  the 
eleventh  century  :  it  being  men¬ 
tioned  by  Lord  Hailes  in  his  An¬ 
nals  ;  who  fuppofes,  that  it  might 
have  originated  from  avarice,  in 
order  to  relieve  the  heir  from  the 
payment  of  a  jointure. 

An  inftitution,  we  are  informed, 
was  introduced  or  revived  among 
the  Moguls  and  Tartars  by  Jengiz 
Khan,  which  appears  to  have  been 
founded  on  the  principles  of  found 
political  wifdom  :  two  families, 
though  all  their  children  were 
dead,  being  permitted  to  form  a 
matrimonial  alliance,  by  marrying, 
the  deceafed  fon  of  one  to  the  de 
ceafed  daughter  of  the  other. 
Thefe  nuptials  had  often  moft  fa- 
lutary  confequences  ;  hoftile  tribes 
having  been  united  by  this  imagi¬ 
nary  tie,  when  all  other  means  of 
pacification  had  failed.  And  they 
feem  even  to  have  viewed  it  with 
more  fuperftitious  veneration  than 
if  the  parties  had  been  alive : 
confidering  any  breach  of  treaty, 
after  this  ideal  contract,  as  draw¬ 
ing  upon  themfelves  the  vengeance 
of  the  departed  fpirits.  The  an¬ 
cient  Perfians,  from  a  notion  that 
married  people  were  peculiarly 
happy  in  a  future  ftate,  ufed  often 

to 
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to  hire  perfons,  to  be  efpoufed  to 
fuch  of  their  relations  as  had  died 
in  celibacy. 

It  may  not  be  quite  foreign  to 
the  prefent  fubjeft,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  upon  fome  peculiarities  in 
the  drefs  of  Eaftern  women  ;  as 
even  from  thence  fome  frefh  lights 
may  be  thrown  upon  the  female 
character.  In  all  countries  where 
drefs  has  arrived  at  any  degree  of 
refinement,  whatever  is  confidered 
as  a  beauty  will  generally  be  imi¬ 
tated  by  art,  where  nature  has  de¬ 
nied  her  bounty.  To  this  general 
propenfity  we  may  trace  the  origin 
©f  face-painting,  patches,  the  bol- 
itering  of  the  petticoats,  falfe  hair, 
and  the  feathered  ornaments  of  the 
head  :  all  which  we  difcover  very 
early  in  the  Eaft.  From  the  de- 
fcription  of  Jezebel,  and  from  va¬ 
rious  other  paftages  in  the  Old 
Teflament,  we  find,  that  face¬ 
painting  was  then  falhionable  a- 
mong  women  of  rank  :  and  from 
thefe  words  of  Jeremiah,  (ch.  iv. 
30.)  (t  Though  thou  rendeft  thy 
“  face  with  painting,  in  vain  lhalt 
se  thou  make  thyfelf  fair;”  we 
plainly  difcover,  that  the  Jewifti 
women  had  then  carried  it  to  the 
vicious  excefs,  of  even  rending  and 
disfiguring  their  faces,  by  repeated 
and  intemperate  ufe. 

The  words  in  Arabic  and  Per- 
fian,  which  exprefs  painting  in  all 
its  flages,  are  very  numerous. 
They  paint  their  cheeks  and  alfo 
their  nails  with  red ;  the  reft  of 
the  face,  the  neck,  and  the  arms, 
with  white  ;  and  their  eyes,  in  a 
particular  manner,  with  black,  to 
give  them  a  fine  luftre.  Eye¬ 
painting,  we  find,  was  common  in 
Ezekiel’s  time,  (ch.  xxiii.  40.) 
(i  Thou  didft  wafti  thyfelf,  paint- 
tf  edft  thine  eyes,  and  decked!! 


thyfelf  With  ornaments.”  The 
particular  colours  which  the  Wo¬ 
men  of  Paleftine  aftedted,  are  not 
mentioned  :  but,  among  the  Per- 
fians  and  Arabians,  we  find  not 
only  red,  black,  and  white,  but 
even  fafFVon  and  other  yellow 
vvafhes  for  the  face.  Their  hair 
they  comb  with  great  care  ;  and 
they  highly  perfume  it  with  odori¬ 
ferous  unguents  or  pomatums. 
Tire- women  are  much  employed  : 
and  there  are  even  females,  whofe 
only  bufinefs  is  to  clean,  thin,  and 
fharpen  the  teeth. 

Among  other  falhions,  which 
may  pofiibly  have  been  borrowed 
from  Alia,  are  ornamental  patches. 
Black  moles  on  the  face  have  been 
long  confidered  as  a  lingular  beauty 
in  the  Eaft.  We  have  only  to  look 
into  the  Arabian  and  Perfian  poets 
for  innumerable  inftances  of  the 
enthufiafm  with  which  they  admi¬ 
red  this  fancied  elegance.  That: 
the  ladies  would,  of  confequence, 
ufe  every  art  to  imitate  a  beauty  fo 
highly  prized,  is  extremely  natu¬ 
ral  :  and  hence,  perhaps,  arofe 
the  faihion  of  fubftituting  imprin¬ 
ted  marks,  or  patches  of  black 
filk,  to  counterfeit  nature.  Upon 
the  fame  principles  we  may  account 
for  the  number  of  words  in  the 
Arabic  and  Perfian  languages  which 
fignify  bolftering  or  quilting  of  the 
petticoats,  to  give  an  appearance 
of  that  fine  fvvell  below  the  waift, 
which  thofe  people  efteem  as  one  of 
the  greateft  elegancies  of  the  fe¬ 
male  fhape.  Falfe  hair  is  alfo 
frequently  alluded  to;  and  fea¬ 
thers  appear  to  have  been  more 
generally  worn,  than  they  were 
even  lately  by  the  ladies  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

I  have  now  in  my  poftefiion  a 
valuable  eaftern  manufcript,  the 
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property  of  General  Carnac,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Bombay  ;  which  he  pur- 
chafed  when  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Eafl  India  Company’s  forces 
in  Bengal,  for  1000  rupees  (125I.) 
It  contains  extradls  from  the  fineft 
authors,  efpecially  Perfians  :  fome 
of  which  are  ornamented  in  the 
Eaflern  manner,  with  drawings  of 
the  heroes  and  heroines  of  their 
poems.  Some  of  the  faces  have 
confiderable  merit  :  and  the  drefs 
of  the  Princefles,  when  unveiled, 
has,  in  many  refpedls,  a  refem- 
blance  to  fome  of  the  falhions  of 
Europe.  They  are  often  drawn 
without  any  head-drei's  :  the  hair 
dark  ;  and  the  ringlets  waving 
down  over  their  neck  and  lhoul- 
ders.  They  have  frequently  round 
their  heads  a  kind  of  diadem,  fet 
with  precious  Hones  ;  from  which 
rife  one  or  more  tufts  of  feathers  : 
the  quills  of  which  are  fet  in  foc- 
kets  of  gold  and  gems.  Some¬ 
times  they  have  a  fhort  flubbed 
appearance  ;  and  fometimes  they 
are  long,  and  flow  gracefully  back¬ 
wards.  They  wear  fometimes  nofe- 
jewels,  which  thofe  who  have  not 
been  accuflomed  to  them  can  never 
think  a  beauty.  They  have  alfo 
ear-rings,  not  only  in  the  lob,  but 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  ear.  Their 
necklaces  conflft  of  many  rows  of 
jewels,  the  loweil  of  which  hang 
down  over  the  bofom.  Their 
drefs,  in  general,  when  the  upper 
garment  is  laid  afide,  is  fitted 
exadlly  to  the  fhape  ;  and  feems 
nearly  to  referable  what,  I  believe, 
is  called  a  Jefuit ;  buttoning  down 
the  break,  covering  the  neck 
pretty  high,  and  the  arms  down  to 
the  wrifts.  There  is  fometimes  a 
large  fquare  jewel  on  the  fore  part 
of  the  arm,  a  little  below  the  fhoul- 
der.  Their  girdles  an  very  broad. 
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generally  made  of  fine  leather ; 
and  covered  entirely  over  with 
embroidery  and  gems.  Their 
robes  are  long  and  flowing  behind: 
and  their  ancles  are  often  encir¬ 
cled  with  a  ring  of  gold,  orna¬ 
mented  with  jewels.  Upon  their 
head  they  wear  fometimes  a  low- 
crowned  cap,  terminating  in  a 
point,  round  which  they  wreathe 
feveral  folds  of  fine  linen  or  (ilk  j 
to  the  top  of  which,  when  they  go 
abroad,  they  faflen,  with  a  gold 
bodkin,  a  veil  which  covers  the 
face  and  a  great  part  of  the  body. 
There  are  few  of  the  female  faces 
which  have  not  one  or  two  black 
moles  or  artificial  marks  ;  which 
the  Perfians  name  Khaly  and  the 
Arabians  Ulteb. — Women  of  infe¬ 
rior  rank,  who  cannot  purchafe 
jewels,  make  their  necklaces, 
bracelets,  and  other  ornaments,  of 
fmall  fnells,  or  beads  of  different 
coloured  pdafs. 
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It  may  be  obferved,  before  we 
flnifh  this  ankle  of  drefs,  that 
face  and  eye-painting  are  alfo  in 
ufe  among  the  men  ;  who  pay  the 
fame  attention  to  their  beards, 
which  the  women  pay  to  their  hair. 
They  perfume  them  highly,  and 
often  tinge  them  ;  fometimes  of  a 
fine  red,  fometimes  with  faflron, 
and  with  various  other  dyes.  Red 
was  the  favourite  colour  of  Mo¬ 
hammed,  Abubeker,  or  Omar  : 
and  their  example  was  greatly  fol¬ 
lowed  . 


Biographical  Anecdotes  of  the  late 
Mr.  Garrick. 

DAVID  Garrick,  Efquire, 
was  born  at  Hereford,  about 
the  month  of  February,  1716. 
His  grandfather  was  a  merchant 

of 
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of  French  extraction,  as  it  is  faid, 
who  left  his  native  country  on  the 
revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz  in 
in  the  year  1685.  This  gentle¬ 
man  had  two  Tons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters  :  one  of  the  former  became  a 
wine-merchant  at  Liihon  ;  and  the 
other,  whofe  name  was  Peter,  the 
father  of  the  late  Mr.  Garrick, 
followed  the  military  profeffion, 
and  had  at  the  time  of  his  death 
been  advanced  to  a  majority  in  the 
army.  He  married  an  Iriih  lady, 
and  happened  to  be  quartered  at  the 
Angel- Inn  in  Hereford,  where  his 
fon  David  (who  was  baptized  *  the 
28th  of  February,  1716)  was 
born.  Mr.  Garrick,  the  father, 
afterwards  fettled  at  Litchfield, 
and  refided  there  feveral  years.  A 
fli or t  time  before  his  death  he  de¬ 
termined  to  fell  his  commiffion, 
and  for  that  purpofe  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  a  gentleman  who  had 
agreed  to  give  him  1100/.  for  it ; 
but,  unfortunately,  before  the 
fale  was  compleated  he  died,  and 
left  a  numerous  family  in  a  great 
meafure  unprovided  for. 

His  fon  David  received  the  firft 
part  of  his  education  at  the  free 
fchool  of  Litchfield  ;  and  very 
early  found  a  friend  in  Gilbert 
Walmfley,  Efq;  f  regifter  of  the 
ecclefiaftical  court  there  ;  a  gentle¬ 


man  then  unmarried  and  well  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  whofe  partiality 
feemed  to  authorife  fome  favour¬ 
able  expectations  of  a  permanent 
provifion  ;  all  which  however  were 
deftroyed  by  Mr.  Walmfley's  un¬ 
expectedly  taking  a  wife.  He, 
however,  recommended  his  young 
friend  to  Mr.  Colfon,  mailer  of 
the  academy  at  Rochefter,  in  order 
to  compleat  his  education  ;  and 
accordingly,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1736,  Mr.  Garrick  left 
Litchfield,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfon,  who  at  the  fame 
time  quitted  his  profeffion  of  a 
fchoolm after,  and  came  to  London, 
where  he  has  fince  become  one 
of  the  firlt  ornaments  cf  litera¬ 
ture. 

On  the  death  of  his  father 
Mr.  Garrick  went  over  to  Lifbon, 
and  was  received  by  his  uncle  with 
great  kindnefs ;  and  here  perhaps 
he  might  have  remained,  but, 
that  ftriCtnefs  of  morals  which  a 
fond  relation  wiihed  to  fee  in  his 
nephew  not  being  obferved  at  that 
place,  to  prevent  his  being  cor¬ 
rupted,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
fend  him  back  to  England  ;  his 
uncle  ftill  preferring  a  great,  re¬ 
gard  for  him,  which  he  fhewed  at 
his  death  by  leaving  him  a  legacy 
of  1000/. 

the  regifter  book  of  the  parifti  of  All 


*  The  following  is  an  extraCl  from 
Saints  in  the  city  of  Hereford  :  u  David  Garrick,  the  fon  of  Peter  and  Ara- 
f£  bella  Garrick,  was  baptized  the  28th  of  February,"  3716.” 

f  This  gentleman  was  alfo  the  friend  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  ;  who  has  given 
the  world  an  account  of  his  character  in  the  preface  to  the  Poems  of  Mr.  Ed¬ 
mund  Smith.  It  concludes  in  the  following  manner:  at  this  man’s  table,  I 

“  enjoyed  many  chearful  and  inftruftive  hours,  with  companions  iuch  as  are 
et  not  often  found  ;  with  one  who  has  lengthened,  and  one  who  has  gladdened 
life;  with  Dr.  James,  whole  llciil  in  phyfick  will  be  long  remembered  ;  and 
with  David  Garrick,  whom  I  hoped  to  have  gratified  with  this  character  of 
£f  our  common  friend  :  but  what  are  the  hopes  of  man  !  I  am  dilappointed  by 
“  that  ftroke  of  death  which  has  edrp  fed  the  gaiety  of  nations,  and  impo'verijhed 
the  publick  flock  of  harmlefs  pleaftresd' 
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It  appears  from  Mr.  Walmfley’s 
letters,  that  Mr.  Garrick  was  in¬ 
tended  for  the  profeffion  of  the 
law;  and  accordingly,  on  the  9th 
day  of  March,  1736,  immediately 
on  his  arrival  in  London,  he  was 
entered  of  the  fociety  of  Lincoln’s- 
Inn  ;  but  it  is  certain  he  never 
paid  any  attention  to  the  ftudy  of 
that  fcience;  and  indeed  it  is  with¬ 
in  the  memory  of  many  yet  living, 
that  his  employment  for  a  fhort 
time,  in  the  interval  between  his 
return  from  Lifbon  and  his  ap¬ 
pearance  an  the  ftage,  was  of  a 
nature  very  different  from  what 
he  was  firft  deftined  to,  and  what 
he  afterwards  purfued  with  fo 
much  reputation  and  fuccefs.  "VVe 
are  credibly  informed  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  bufinefs  of  a  wine-mer¬ 
chant  fome where  in  or  near  Dur¬ 
ham- Yard,  being  induced  thereto, 
it  may  be  prefumed,  by  the  en¬ 
couragement  and  fupport  of  his 
uncle. 

To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing, 
we  are  not  informed;  but  his 
fuccefs  in  bufinefs  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  engage  his  continuance  in 
it ;  and  this  want  of  fuccefs  might 
perhaps  arife  from  his  attention  to 
a  more  pleafmg  purfuit.  He  had 
at  fchool  performed  the  part  of 
Serjeant  Kite  with  applaufe  ;' and 
he  was  now  prompted  to  employ 
the  talents  which  he  pofTeffed  for 
liis  immediate  fupport.  He  there¬ 
fore  went  down  to  Ipfwich,  under 
the  name  of  Lyddel,  and  perform¬ 
ed  in  a  ftrolling  company  there. 
The  part  in  which  he  firft  appear¬ 
ed  was  that  of  Aboan  in  Oroo- 
noko ;  and  the  approbation  he 
met  with  in  this  country  excuriion 
encouraged  him  to  purfue  his  plan 
in  London.  He,  therefore,  after 
being  (as  it  is  reported)  rejected 
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by  the  manager  of  Covent  Garden, 
to  whom  he  had  offered  his  fer- 
vice,  engaged  with  Mr.  Gifford, 
at  the  theatre  in  Goodman’s  Fields, 
in  the  year  174c.  The  character 
he  then  attempted  was  that  of 
Richard  the  Third ;  and  he  per¬ 
formed  it  in  a  manner  which  fixed 
his  reputation  on  that  bafis  upon 
which  it  flood,  as  the  firft  aftor  of 
the  times,  during  the  reft  of  his 
life.  Two  circum fiances  were  ob- 
ferved  on  his  firft  night’s  per¬ 
formance  ;  one,  that,  on  his  en¬ 
trance  on  the  ftage,  he  was  under 
fo  much  embarraffment,  that  for 
fome  time  he  was  unable  to  fpeak : 
the  other,  that,  having  exerted 
himfelf  with  much  vehemence  in 
the  firft  two  ails,  he  became  fo 
hoarfe  as  to  be  almoft  incapable 
of  fini thing  the  charailer.  This 
difficulty  was  obviated  by  a  per- 
fon  behind  the  feenes  recom¬ 
mending  him  to  take  the  juice 
of  a  feville  orange,  which  he 
fortunately  had  in  his  pocket, 
and  which  enabled  him  to  go 
through  the  remainder  of  the  cha- 
rafter  with  that  degree  of  excel¬ 
lence  which  he  always  afterwards 
fhewed  in  the  perforrhance  of  it, 
and  which  produced  the  applaufe 
which  ever  after  uniformly  at¬ 
tended  him  in  it.  The  perfon  to 
whom  he  owed  the  feafonable  re¬ 
lief  was  the  late  Mr.  Dryden 
Leach,  printer,  who  ufed  often 
to  tell  the  ftory  to  his  friends. 

It  was  during  this  firft  year  of 
his  theatrical  life  that  he  produced 
the  farce  of  The  Lying  V all et ;  a 
performance  which  has  given  plea- 
furc  to  numberlefs  fpeftators,  even 
after  the  principal  charafter  ceaf* 
ed  to  be  performed  by  its  author. 
At  the  end  of  the  feafon  he  went 
over  to  Ireland,  and  in  that  king* 
E  dom 
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dom  added  both  to  his  fortune 
and  his  fame.  The  next  year 
(1742  to  1743)  he  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  and  the  year  after 
(1743  to  1744)  at  the  fame  thea 
tre.  At  the  'beginning  of  this  fea- 
fon  he  was  involved  in  a  difpute 
with  Mr.  Macklin,  who  had  join¬ 
ed  with  him  in  oppofing  the  op- 
preffions  of  the  managers.  That 
gentleman  complained  that  he  was 
deferted  in  the  agreement  made 
with  the  managers,  and  publiihed 
a  hate  of  his  cafe,  in  a  pamphlet, 
intituled,  <f  Mr.'  Macklin’s  Reply 
“  to  Mr.  Garrick’s  Anfwer.  To 
ss  which  are  prefixed,  all  the  Pa- 
ft  pers  which  have  publicly  ap- 
f<  peared  in  regard  to  this  im- 
tc  portant  difpute.”  The  next 
year  (1744  to  1745)  he  continued 
at  Drury  Lane ;  but  the  Proceed¬ 
ing  feafon  (1745  to  1746)  he  went 
again  to  Dublin,  and  engaged 
with  Mr.  Sheridan  as  joint  fharer 
and  adventurer  in  the  theatre 
there.  In  May  1746,  he  returned 
to  London,  and  performed  in  fix 
plays  at  the  end  of  that  month  at 
Covent  Garden,  by  which,  we  are 
told,  he  added  300/.  to  a  great 
fum  acquired  in  Ireland.  He 
performed  but  one  year  more  as 
an  hired  adlor  (1746  to  1747) 
which  was  at  Covent  Garden 
theatre,  where  he  produced  Mifs 
in  her  Veens. 

The  mifmanagement  of  the  pa¬ 
tentees  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  af¬ 
ter  the  deaths  of  Booth  and  Wilks, 
and  the  retirement  of  Cibber  from 
the  ftage,  had  ruined  every  per- 
fon  concerned  in  it.  At  this  pe* 
riod  the  fucceffors  of  Mr.  Fleet- 
wood  became  involved  in  fo  many 
difficulties,  that  it  was  no  longer 
pofhble  for  them  to  continue  the 
coitdu&.  of  a  bufmefs  to  which 


they  were  Grangers,  and  which 
therefore  they  ought  never  to  have 
engaged  in.  In  1745  that  gentle¬ 
man  had  left  the  theatre  to  his 
creditors  to  manage,  after  making 
the  bed  terms  he  was  able  for  him- 
felf.  They  conducted  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  it  for  two  feafons,  when, 
unable  to  continue  the  manage¬ 
ment  any  longer,  the  property  of 
the  patent,  hcufe,  and  fcenes, 
was  hawked  about  to  feveral  per- 
fons  :  but  fo  apprehenfive  was 
every  one  become  of  the  hazard 
of  intermeddling  with  the  theatre, 
that  no  purchafer  was  for  fome 
time  to  be  found.  At  this  junc¬ 
ture  the  late  Mr.  Lacy  Hepped  for¬ 
ward,  and  boldly  ventured  to  en¬ 
gage  for  the  purchafe.  Having 
the  reputation  of  a  man  of  inte¬ 
grity,  he  foon  found  friends  among 
the  monied  men  to  fupport  him  in 
his  undertaking;  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
he  prudently  concluded,  mud  de¬ 
pend  in  fome  meafure  on  the  abi¬ 
lities  of  the  perforl  with  whom  he 
ihould  connect  himfelf  in  the 
fcheme.  Mr.  Garrick’s  reputa¬ 
tion,  both  as  a.  man  and  an  a&or, 
naturally  led  him  to  wi-fh  for  his 
junction.  A  treaty  was  foon  be¬ 
gun,  and  an  agreement  between 
them  afterwards  took  place.  Ap¬ 
plication  was  made  for  a  new  pa¬ 
tent  ;  which  was  obtained,  and 
both  their  names  inferted  in  it. 
The  feafon  which  began  in  1747 
was  the  fird  of  their  management, 
and  was  opened  with  an  admirable 
Prologue,  written  by  Dr,  John- 
fon,  and  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick. 
From  this  time  Drury  Lane  Thea¬ 
tre,  which  had  been  fo  fatal  to 
many  adventurers,  became  the 
fource  of  wealth  and  independence 
to  both  partners,  who  jointly  ex¬ 
erted  their  feveral  abilities  in  the 
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management  of  the  undertaking, 
with  a  degree  of  harmony  which 
did  credit  to  their  underftandings, 
and  with  a  fhare  of  fuccefs  which 
in  foine  meafure  mull  be  afcribed 
to  that  good  correfpondence  w'hich 
fubfifted  between  them. 

After  he  had  been  a  manager 
two  years,  and  the  diffipation  of 
youth  had  fubfided,  the  charms  of 
a  ladv,  who  then  lived  with  the 
Countefs  of  Burlington  as  a  com- 

O 

panion,  made  a  conqueft  of  him. 
It  is  unneceffiary  to  add  that  this 
lady  is  at  prefent  his  widow.  She 
is,  we  are  informed,  by  birth  a 
German.  Her  parents  lived  at 
Vienna  ;  and  fhe  appeared  on  the 
llage  there  as  a  dancer.  About 
the  year  1744  fhe  came  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  performed  at  one  of  the 
theatres  one  or  two  feafons.  She 
was  then  called  Madame  Eva  Ma¬ 
ria  Violetti.  The  union  between 
them  took  place  on  the  2 2d  day 
of  June,  1749;  and  we  add,  with 
great  pleafure,  that  no  marriage 
ever  was  attended  with  more  hap- 
pinefs  to  both  parties  than  this  for 
near  thirty  years,  during  which 
tirrfe,  it  is  on  good  authority  af- 
ferted,  they  fcarce  palled  a  day  fe- 
parate  from  each  other. 

The  theatrical  feafon  which  com¬ 
menced  in  the  year  1750,  was  ren¬ 
dered  remarkable  by  the  fpirit  of 
rivalfhip  which  prevailed  at  both 
houfes.  At  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Garrick’s  management  he  had  en¬ 
gaged  Bany,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
Woffington,  Cibber,  and  Clive; 
and,  with  thefe  excellent  per¬ 
formers,  it  may  be  imagined  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  werfe  very  con- 
liderable.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Barry, 
who  was  under  articles,  refufed 
to  continue  any  longer  at  Drury 
Lane,  and,  when  fued  for  the  breach 


of  his  contract,  efcaped  from  the 
penalty  by  means  no  way  redolind- 
ing  to  his  honour.  Macklin  and 
Mrs.  Cibber  likewife  went  over  to 
Covent  Garden  ;  as  did  Mrs. 
Woffington,  who  is  faid  to  have 
entertained  expectations  of  being 
united  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick.  With  thefe  deferters,  aid¬ 
ed  by  the  Veteran  Quin,  Mr. 
Richopened  Covent  Garden  Thea¬ 
tre.  Mr.  Garrick,  not  intimi¬ 
dated  by  the  ftrength  of  the  op- 
pofition,  took  the  field  on  the  5th 
of  Sept,  with  an  occafional  Pro¬ 
logue  fpoken  by  himfeif ;  which 
was  anfwered  by  another  delivered 
by  Mr.  Barry  ;  and  this  again  re¬ 
plied  to  by  a  very  humourous  Epi¬ 
logue,  admirably  repeated  by  Mrs. 
Clive.  Thofe  were  only  preludes 
to  the  trial  of  ftrength  which  was 
foon  to  follow.  The  play  of  Ro¬ 
meo  and  Juliet  had  lain  dormant 
many  years.  This  was  now  re¬ 
vived  at  both  houfes :  at  Drury 
Lane,  with  alterations  by  Mr. 
Garrick,  who  performed  the  prin¬ 
cipal  character;  Mr.  Woodward 
playing  Mercutio ;  and  Mrs.  Bel¬ 
lamy,  Juliet;  againftthem  at  Co¬ 
vent  Garden,  were  Mr.  Barry  and 
Mrs.  Cibber  in  the  principal  cha¬ 
racters,  and  Mr.  Macklin  in  Mer¬ 
cutio.  Both  houfes  began  on  the 
nrfl  of  OCtober  ;  and  continued  to 
perform  it  for  12  fucceffive  nights; 
when  Covent  Garden  gave  up  the 
contention  ;  and  its  rival  kept  the 
field  one  night  more,  with  the 
credit  of  holding  out  longer  than 
its  opponent,  though  it  is  fuppofed 
neither  fide  reaped  much  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  fpirit  of  perleve- 
ranee  which  had  governed  thera 

O 

both  in  this  conteft. 

In  the  year  1.754,  on  the  6th 
day  of  March,  died  Mr.  Pelham, 
E  2  who 
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who  had  conduced  the  bufinefs  of 
government  for  forne  years  before 
with  candour,  ability,  and  inte¬ 
grity.  He  was  fmcerely  lamented 
by  both  prince  and  people  ;  and 
on  this  occafion  Mr.  Garrick  dif- 
played  his  poetical  talents,  in  an 
ode  which  we  are  told  ran  through 
four  editions  in  a  few  weeks..  It 
is  a  performance  which  does  credit 
to  him,  both  as  a  man  and  a  poet, 
and  is  preferved  in  the  fourth  vo¬ 
lume'  of  Dodfley’s  Collection  of 
Poems. 

The  fnarlers  again  ft  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick’s  management  of  the  theatre 
had  a  long  time  complained  that 
he  conducted  himfelf  with  too 
ftriCt  an  attention  to  oeconomy  in 
the  ornamental  and  decorative  parts 
of  theatrical  exhibitions.  They 
were  perpetually  throwing  out  in- 
finuations,  that  the  manager,  re¬ 
lying  on  his  own  powers,  was  de¬ 
termined  to  regulate  the  enter¬ 
tainments  of  the  ftage  with  an  eye 
only  to  his  own  advantage,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  public. — Thefe  mur¬ 
murs  had  continued  feme  time, 
when  at  laft  Mr.  Garrick  deter¬ 
mined  to  meet  the  vvifhes  of  his 
friends,  and  to  ftlence  the  difeon- 
tents  of  his  enemies.  For  this 
purpofe  he  applied  to  Mr.  De- 
moyer,  fen.  to  recommend  feme  per- 
fon  of  genius  to  fuperintend  and 
contrive  a  fplendid  fpeCtacle  to  be 
exhibited  at  Drury  Lane.  The 
perfon  fixed  upon  for  that  purpofe 
was  Mr.  Noverre,  a  Swifs ;  who 
immediately  received  orders  to  en- 
gage  the  beft  troop  of  dancers  that 
could  be  procured.  Thefe  he  fe- 
leCted  from  the  foreign  theatres ; 
and  they  confifted  of  Swifs,  Ita¬ 
lians,  Germans,  and  fome  French. 
The  entertainment  in  which  they 


were  employed  was  foon  after  con¬ 
trived.  It  was  called  The  Chi¬ 
nese  Festival  ;  and  was,  in  the 
theatrical  phrafe,  got  up  with  great 
magnificence,  and  at  a  very  con- 
fiderable  expence.  The  expecta¬ 
tions  of  the  managers  were  how¬ 
ever  wholly  difappointed  in  the 
fuccefs  of  the  performance.  Al¬ 
though  but  few  of  the  French  na¬ 
tion  were  employed  in  it,  yet  a 
report  had  induftrioufly  been 
fpread,  that  not  only  French 
dancers  had  been  fent  for  over, 
but  French  dreffes  alfo,  and  even. 
French  carpenters  and  manufac¬ 
turers.  The  nation  was  then  on 
the  eve  of  a  war  ;  and  this  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  engaging  the 
paftions  of  thofe  who  profeffed 
themfelves  Antigallicans.  They 
accordingly  formed  affociations,  to 
difeourage  the  feveral  performers, 
and  fupprefs  the  obnoxious  per¬ 
formance  whenever  it  fhould  ap¬ 
pear.  At  length,  after  having 
taken  up  more  than  eighteen 
months  in  preparing,  it  was  brought 
before  the  publick,  and  received 
with  all  the  virulence  and  opposi¬ 
tion  which  might  be  expeCled 
from  the  violence  and  heat  of  the 
times.  The  firft  performance  of 
it  was  on  the  8th  day  of  Novem¬ 
ber  1755,  anc^  was  honoured  with 
the  prefence  of  his  late  Majefty ; 
yet,  notvvithftanding  that  circum- 
ftance,  it  did  not  even  then  efcape 
ill-treatment.  On  the  fecond, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth  nights  the 
riots  continued  with  increafing 
ftrength,  though  oppofed  each 
evening  by  feveral  young  men  of 
fafhion,  who  had  determined  to 
fupport  the  performance.  On  the 
fixth  evening  the  oppofttion  ac¬ 
quired  frefti  vigour  and  increaf¬ 
ing  numbers.  They  fruftrated 
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every  attempt  to  proceed  in  the 
exhibition  ;  and  committed  every 
excefs  which  a  mob,  fubjeX  to  no 
controul,  is  apt  to  indulge  itfelf 
in.  That  evening  was  the  lad 
reprefentation.  After  receiving 
aflurance  that  the  piece  fhould  be 
aXed  no  more,  the  heroes  who  had 
fignalized  themfelves  in  this  im¬ 
portant  bufinefs  proceeded  to  Mr. 
Garrick’s  houfe  in  Southampton- 
ftreet,  where  they  broke  his  win¬ 
dows,  and  did  other  damages. 
They  then  difperfed,  and  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  theatre  were  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  more  than 
four  thoufand  pounds. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  enu¬ 
merate  the  feveral  fmall  pieces  of 
poetry  which  Mr.  Garrick  ufed  to 
throw  out  from  time  to  time,  as 
his  leifure  permitted,  to  compli¬ 
ment  his  friends,  or  to  celebrate 
public  events.  In  1759,  Dr.  Hill 
wrote  a  pamphlet,  intituled,  “  To 
David  Garrick,  Efq;  the  Peti¬ 
tion  of  I,  in  behalf  of  herfelf  and 
her  fillers.”  The  purport  of  it 
was  to  charge  Mr.  Garrick  with 
mifpronouncing  lome  words  in¬ 
cluding  the  letter  I,  as  furm  for 
firm,  ‘vurtue  for  virtue,  and  others. 
The  pamphlet  is  now  forgotten  ; 
but  the  following  Epigram,  which 
Mr.  Garrick  wrote  on  the  occafion, 
deferves  to  be  preferved,  as  one 
of  the  bed  in  the  Englilh  lan¬ 
guage  : 

To  Dr.  Hill,  upon  bis  petition  of  the 
letter  I  to  David  Garrick,  Ejq\ 

If  ’tis  true,  as  you  fay,  that  I’ve  injur'd  a 
letter, 

I’ll  change  my  notes  foon,  and  I  hope  for 
the  better  : 

May  the  juft  right  of  letters,  as  well  as  of 
men, 

Hereafter  be  fix’d  by  the  tongue  and  the 
pen ! 


Moft  devoutly  I  wi/h  that  they  both  have 
their  due, 

And  that  1  may  be  never  miftaken  for  U. 

From  this  period  no  event  of 
importance  occurs  in  the  annals 
of  Mr.  Garrick’s  life  until  the 
year  1761.  The  bufinefs  of  the 
theatre  went  on  without  interrup¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  continued  to  ac¬ 
quire  both  reputation  and  for¬ 
tune.  In  that  year,  however,  he 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  exert  his 
poetical  talents,  in  order  to  cor- 
reX  the  impertinence  of  an  infig- 
nificant  individual,  a  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  who,  without  provoca¬ 
tion,  and  in  defiance  of  decency, 
carried  on  a  weekly  attack  againft 
him,  in  a  paper  called  “  The 
Craftfman.”  The  original  caufe 
of  the  quarrel,  we  are  informed, 
was  grounded  on  fome  illiberal 
reflexions  which  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
threw  out  againft  Mr.  Garrick, 
and  which  the  latter  refented  with 
fpirit  and  propriety,  though  a 
confiderable  time  had  elapfed  be¬ 
fore  he  was  provoked  to  take  pub¬ 
lic  notice  of  him.  As  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
patrick’s  writings  are  now  en¬ 
tirely  forgotten,  the  revenge  which 
Mr.  Garrick  took  of  him  muft, 
from  thit  circumftance  alone,  be 
involved  in  fome  obfeurity.  Thofe, 
however,  who  are  unacquainted 
with  either  perfons  or  faXs  will 
receive  pleafure  in  reading  Mr. 
Garrick’s  admirable  fatire  publiih- 
ed  on* this  occafion,  intituled  The 
Fribleriad,  a  Poem,  which  had 
the  honour  of  being  highly  com¬ 
mended  by  Churchill,  who  has  al- 
fo  given  a  very  fevere  correXion 
to  the  fame  perfon. 

However  unequal  Mr.  Fitzpa¬ 
trick  was  to  the  talk  of  contend¬ 
ing  with  Mr.  Garrick  in  a  literary 
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warfare,  yet  the  rancour  which 
his  defeat  had  engendered,  point¬ 
ed  out  a  new  mode  of  attack  to 
diftrefs  his  antagonift.  It  had 
been  cuftomary,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  new  performance,  to  re- 
fufe  admittance  at  any  part  of  the 
evening,  unlefs  the  whole  price 
pf  the  entertainment  was  paid. 
This  had  almoft  invariably  been 
the  rule  ;  and  it  had  hitherto  been 
fu omitted  to,  as  a  reasonable  de¬ 
mand  from  the  managers,  to  corn- 
pen  fate  for  the  extraordinary  ex¬ 
pence  which  new  drefles  and  fcenes 
occaftoned.  To  gratify  his  re¬ 
lent  men  t,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  feized 
on  this  circumftance  as  a  ground 
to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  theatre, 
and  to  involve  the  managers,  in 
a  conteft  with  the  public.  For 
this  purpofe  hand-bills  were  dif- 
pe.rfed.  about  the  cofihe-hoiifes  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Drurydane, 
recommending  a  peremptory  de¬ 
mand  to  be  made,  and  requiring 
an  abfolute  promife  to  be  given, 
that  no  more  than  half  the  ufual 
price  fliould  be  taken  on  any 
evening  of  performance  after  the 
third  act,  unlefs  at  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  a  new  pantomime.  A 
kind  of  aiTociati.on  was  entered  in¬ 
to  -by  feveral  young  men,  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  redrefs  of  this  grievance,  as 
it  was  called  ;  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  it.  The 
evening  on  which  the  attack  was 
made  happened  to  be  when  The 
two  Gentlemen  of  Verona  was  per¬ 
formed  for  the  altercr’s  benefit. 
The  performance  accordingly  was 
interrupted,  after  feveral  attempts 
to  proceed  in  it ;  and  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  the  houfe,  thinking  the  re- 
quifition  an  unjuft  one,  and  the 
manner  of  making  it  improper  to 
be  acceded  to,  refufed  to  fabmit 
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to  it:  in  confequence  whereof,  no 
play  was  added  that  night ;  and 
the  audience  received  their  mo¬ 
ney  again  at  the  doors,  having  fir  ft 
am u fed  themfelyes  with  doing  all 
the  mifchief  they  were  able.  By 
this  trial,  the  malecon tents  had 
difcovered  their  ftrength,  and  de~  ■ 
termined  to  carry  their  point  in 
humbling  the  pride  of  the  ma¬ 
nager.  On  the  next  performance* 
which  was  at  the  tragedy  of  Elvi¬ 
ra,  they  collected  their  whole 
force,  and  again  prevented  the 
aftors  proceeding  in  the  play.  It 
was  in  vain  that  Mr.  Garrick  de- 
fired  to  be  heard  in  defence  of 
the  ancient  cuftoms  of  the  thea¬ 
tre.  The  oppofitibn  infilled  on  a 
peremptory  answer  to  their  de¬ 
mand  in  the  new  regulation ; 
which,  after  fome  time,  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  houfe  were  obliged 
to  agree  to  ;  and  once  more  peace 
was  reftored  to  the  theatre  after  a 
considerable  lofs  had  been  fuftain- 
ed,  and  obliged  to  be  fuhmitted  to. 

This  feafon  was  the  Jaft  in  which 
Mr.  Garrick  could  be  faid  to  have 
a£led  in  the  regular  courie  of  hi§ 
profeffion,  From  this  time  he  de¬ 
clined  performing  any  new  cha¬ 
racters  ;  and,  finding  his  health 
declining,  by  the  advice  of  his 
phylician  he  determined  to  give 
himfelf  fome  relaxation  from  care 
and  fatigue.  He  therefore  made 
the  arrangements  neceft'ary  for  car¬ 
rying  on  the  public  entertainments 
during  his  abfence  ;  and  on  the 
L5;th  of  September,  1763,  the  day 
on  which  the  houfe  opened,  he 
left  London,  in  order  to  make  the 
tour  of  France  and  Italy.  To 
fupply  his  place,  he  engaged  the 
late  Mr.  Powell,  who  had  received 
his  inftrudtions  the  preceding  fum- 
mer,  apd  whofe.  fuccefs  was  equal 
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to  the  abilities  he  pofiefted.  To 
the  honour  of  his  employers,  it 
may  be  added,  that  his  abilities 
were  not  higher  than  the  en¬ 
couragement  he  received  for  the 
exertion  of  them.  Although  he 
was  engaged  for  a  term  of  years  at 
a  fmall  falary  ;  yet  he  was,  before 
the  feafon  clofed,  generouily  al¬ 
lowed  an  appointment  equal  to 
the  firft  performer  in  the  houfe. 
We  are  credibly  enformed,  the 
profits  that  year  exceeded  even 
thofe  in  which  Mr.  Garrick  per- 
f6rmed  in  the  height  of  his  repu¬ 
tation. 

The  interval  from  this  period, 
until  the  month  of  April,  1765, 
Mr.  Garrick  employed  in  travel¬ 
ling  through  the  principal  parts  of 
Europe;  and  was,  at  every  place 
where  he  refided,  and  at  moil  of 
the  courts  to  which  he  was  intro¬ 
duced,  received  in  the  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  and  cordial  manner  ;  by 
the  great,  as  well  as  by  men  of 
letters,  each  vying  with  the  other 
in  fhewing  refpedt  to  the  greated 
dramatic  character  of  the  age. 
While  he  daved  at  Paris,  he  a- 
mufed  himfelf  with  reading  Fon¬ 
taine’s  Fables  ;  which  pleafed  him 
fo  much,  that  he  was  induced  to 
attempt  an  imitation  of  them.  He 
accordingly  wrote  one,  called  Fhe 
Sick  Monkey  ;  which  he  tranfmitted 
over  to  a  friend,  to  be  ready  for 
publication  immediately  on  his  ar¬ 
rival.  It  accordingly  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  in  two  or  three  days  af¬ 
ter,  with  the  following  motto : 
“  Thurfday  afternoon  David  Gar¬ 
rick,  Efq;  arrived  at  his  houfe  in 
Southampton-dreet,  Covent  Gar¬ 
den.  Public  Advertifer,  April  27, 
1765.”  And  he  had  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  the  fentiments  of  his 
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friends  upon  it;  many  of  whom 
miftook  it  for  a  fatire  upon  him, 
and  accordingly  exprefted  thern- 
felves  in  very  warm  terms  on  the 
occafion. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  he 
refumed  the  management  of  the 
theatre,  and  introduced  home  im¬ 
provements  which  had  been  fug- 
gefted  by  his  obfervations  on  the 
conduct  of  the  foreign  dages. 
From  the  lid  of  his  works,  it  will 
be  feen  that  he  had  not  been  idle 
while  abroad.  He  produced  the 
next  feafon  feveral  new  pieces, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  1766,  the 
excellent  comedy  of  The  Clan- 
dejline  Marriage,  written  in  concert 
with  Mr.  Colman.  He  alfo,  at 
the  requell:  of  his  Majefty,  ap¬ 
peared  again  on  the  ftage  ;  and 
on  that  occafion  fpoke  a  new  pro¬ 
logue,  replete  with  thofe  drokes 
of  humour  which,  in  that  fpecies 
of  compofition,  manifeded  his  fu- 
periority  over  all  his  contempo¬ 
raries. 

In  that  year  died  Mr.  Quin  and 
Mr.  Cibber.  Their  deaths  were 
very  pathetically  taken  notice  of 
in  the  prologue  to  F'he  Clandefine 
Marriage ;  and  for  the  former  Mr. 
Garrick  wrote  an  epitaph,  which 
was  placed  over  his  tomb  in  the 
cathedral  church  of  Bath.  Mr. 
Quin  was  the  only  performer  of 
any  reputation  when  Mr.  Garrick 
firft:  appeared  on  the  ftage,  and  he 
had  likewife  been  one  of  his  ear- 
lift  oppofers.  When  he  faw  the 
fucceis  which  attended  the  per¬ 
formances  of  his  rival,  he  obferv- 
ed,  with  his  ufual  fpleen,  that  Gar - 
rick  "vas  like  a  ne-iv  religion.  Whit¬ 
field  was  followed  for  a  time ,  but  they 
would  all  come  to  church  again.  We 
mention  c  his  anecdote  merely  on 
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account  of  the  reply  which  it  in¬ 
duced  Mr.  Garrick  to  write,  and 
which  was  as  follows  : 

Pope  Quin,  who  damns  all  churches  but 
his  own. 

Complains  “  that  Herefy  corrupts  the 
<£  town ; 

««  That  Whitfield  Garrick  has  milled  the 

“  aSe’ 

«  And  taints  the  found  religion  of  the 
“  ftage; 

«  Schifm,  he  cries,  has  turn’d  the  nation’s 
“  brain, 

But  eyes  will  open,  and  to  church 
(C  again  !” 

Thou  great  infallible  !  forbear  to  roar, 

Thy  bulls  and  errors  are  rever’d  no  more ; 
When  doctrines  meet  with  general  appro¬ 
bation, 

It  is  not  Herefy ,  but  Reformation. 

For  feveral  years  however  before 
Mr.  Quin’s  death  great  cordiality 
had  fubfifred  between  him  and 
Mr.  Garrick,  at  whofe  houfe  at 
Hampton  he  fpent  fome  time,  a 
few  months  before  his  death,  and 
there  firft  difcovered  the  fymptoms 
of  that  diforder  which  carried  him 
to  his  grave. 

The  year  1769  was  remarkable 
for  the  celebration  of  a  jubilee  at 
Stratford  upon  Avon,  the  6th,  7th, 
and  8th  of  September,  in  honour 
cf  Shakefpeare;  a  ceremony  which 
very  much  engaged  the  public  at¬ 
tention,  although  it  was  treated  by 
fome  as  a  fubjeT  worthy  only  of 
ridicule,  and  by  others  as  a  com¬ 
pliment  due  to  the  great  writer 
whofe  memory  it  was  intended 
to  honour.  The  circumfrance 
which  gave  rife  to  it  happen¬ 
ed  fome  time  before,  and  was 
as  follows  :  A  clergyman,  into 
whofe  poffeffion  the  houfe  once 
belonging  to  our  great  poet  had 
come,  found  that  a  mulberry  tree, 
which  grew  in  the  garden,  and 
which  had  been  planted  ac~ 
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cording  to  tradition  by  Shake¬ 
fpeare  himfelf,  overfhadowed  too 
much  of  his  manfion,  and  made  it 
damp.  To  remedy  this  inconve¬ 
nience,  he  caufed  it  to  be  cut 
down,  to  the  great  mortification  of 
his  neighbours,  who  were  fo  en¬ 
raged  at  him,  that  they  foon  ren¬ 
dered  the  place,  out  of  revenge, 
too  difagreeable  for  him  to  remain 
in  it.  He  therefore  was  obliged 
to  quit  it ;  and  the  tree,  being 
purchafed  by  a  carpenter,  was  re¬ 
tailed  and  cut  out  in  various  re¬ 
licks  of  ftand-di fries,  tea-chefts, 
tobacco-ftoppers,  and  other  things ; 
fome  of  which  were  fecured  by  the 
corporation  of  Stratford.  The 
gentlemen  belonging  to  this  body 
foon  after  agreed  to  prefent  Mr. 
Garrick  with  the  freedom  of  their 
borough  in  a  box  made  from  the 
mulberry  tree  ;  and  their  Steward 
at  the  fame  time  was  ordered  to 
acquaint  him,  that  the  corporation 
would  be  happy  in  receiving  from 
his  hands  fome  ftatue,  buft,  or 
pidlure  of  Shakefpeare,  to  be  pla¬ 
ced  within  their  new  town-hall  ; 
together  with  a  pifture  of  him¬ 
felf. 

This  circumftance  probably  gave 
Mr.  Garrick  the  fiffr  idea  of  per¬ 
forming  a  jubilee  to  the  honour  of 
Shakefpeare  ;  and,  at  the  conclu- 
fron  of  the  theatrical  feafon,  he 
invited  his  audience  to  be  prefent 
at  it  in  the  following  terms  : 

“  My  eyes  till  then  no  fights  like  this 
t(  will  fee, 

“  Unlefs  we  meet  at  Shakefpeare’s  ju- 
bilee. 

“  On  Avon’s  hanks,  where  flowers  eternal 
“  blow , 

i(  Like  its  full  ftream  our  gratitude  Ihail 
“  flow'  ! 

((  There  let  us  revel,  fhew  our  fond  re- 
“  gard; 

On  that  lov’d  fpot,  flrfl;  breath'd  ou,!T 
<(  matchiefs  bard  ; 
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“  To  him  all  honour,  gratitude  is  due, 
u  To  him  we  owe  our  all — to  him  and 
“  you.” 

The  manner  in  which  this  en¬ 
tertainment  was  to  have  been  per¬ 
formed,  the  difappointments  it  fuf- 
tained,  and  the  feveral  occurren¬ 
ces  which  took  place  at  it,  are  all 
fo  recent  in  the  memories  of  moft 
of  our  readers,  and  were  fo  accu¬ 
rately  related  at  the  time  they  hap¬ 
pened,  that  we  fhall  not  recapitu¬ 
late  them  here.  It  is  fufficient  to 
obferve,  that  accident  deprived 
thofe  who  were  prefent  of  part  of 
their  entertainment ;  that  all  which 
was  exhibited  gave  general  fatis- 
faclion  ;  and  that  Mr.  Garrick,  who 
was  a  great  fum  of  money  out  of 
pocket  by  it,  framed  an  entertain¬ 
ment,  which  was  performed  at 
Drury-Lane  theatre  92  nights  with 
great  applaufe  to  very  crowded 
audiences.  The  Ode  which  was 
fpoken  by  him  at  Stratford  was 
alfo  repeated  at  the  fame  theatre, 
but  not  with  much  fuccefs,  being 
performed  only  feven  times. 

The  management  of  a  theatre  is 
always  attended  with  anxiety  and 
vexation  ;  the  difficulty  of  fatisfy- 
ing  the  feveral  candidates  for  the¬ 
atrical  fame  is  fo  great,  that  he 
who  can  preferve  the  friendfhip  of 
thofe  whofe  pieces  he  rejects,  mull: 
be  allowed  to  poffefs  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  abilities.  In  the  year  1 772, 
it  was  Mr.  Garrick’s  misfortune  to 
be  embroiled  with  a  very  irafei- 
ble  and  troublefome  perfon,  who 
claimed  the  reprefentation  of  one 
of  his  pieces  at  Drury  Lane;  and 
he  enforced  his  demand  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  will  always  reflect  difgrace 
on  his  memory.  He  publifhed  a 
poem  to  intimidate  the  manager, 
called  Lowe  in  the  Suds,  containing 
infinuations  of  the  bafeft  kind,  and 
which  he  afterwards  denied  having 
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had  any  intention  to  convey.  Mr. 
Garrick  had  recourfe  to  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  to  punifh  the  in¬ 
famous  libeller  of  his  reputation  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  he  had  been 
a  fecond  time  infulted  by  another 
publication  conceived  with  equal 
malignity,  he  was  weak  enough 
to  flop  the  profecution  he  had 
commenced,  on  his  adverfary’3 
figning  an  acknowledgement  of 
his  offence,  which  was  printed  in 
all  the  public  papers.  It  cannot 
be  denied  but  that  the  intereils  of 
fociety  demanded  that  fo  grofs  an 
offender  fhould  meet  with  punifh- 
ment,  and  that  no  conceffions 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  de¬ 
precate  that  ftroke  which  the  law 
would  have  infli&ed  on  fo  heinous 
a  crime. 

From  this  time  no  event  of  im¬ 
portance  happened,  until  the  refo- 
lution  which  Mr.  Garrick  had  be¬ 
gun  to  form  of  quitting  the  ftage 
was,  to  the  concern  of  every  one, 
carried  into  execution.  It  will  be 
a  matter  of  furprize,  both  to  the 
prefent  and  future  generations,  to 
learn  that  this  determination  was 
accelerated  by  the  caprices  of  one 
or  two  celebrated  adtreffes,  who 
had  contrived  to  render  his  fitua- 
tion  fo  uneafy  to  him,  that  he 
frequently  ufed  to  declare,  that  he 
fhould  have  continued  fome  time 
longer  in  his  public  capacity,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  plague  thefe 
people  occaffoned.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  1776,  he  enter¬ 
ed  into  an  agreement  with  fome 
of  the  prefent  patentees,  for  the 
fale  of  his  intereff  in  the  theatre  ; 
but  continued  to  a 61  during  the 
remainder  of  that  feafon.  The 
laft  night  of  his  performance  was, 
for  the  theatrical  fund,  on  the 
10th  day  of  June  in  that  year, 
when  he  reprefented  the  chara&er 
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of  Don  Felix  in  The  Wonder.  At 
the  conclufion  of  the  play  he  came 
forward r  and  addreffed  the  audi¬ 
ence  in  a  fhort  fpee'ch,  wherein  he 
laid,  it  had  been  ufual  for  per- 
*(  fons  in  his  fituation  to  addrefs 
ec  the  public  in  an  Epilogue  ; 
ee  and  that  he  had  accordingly 
**  turned  his  thoughts  that  way, 
“  but  found  it  as  impoffible 
<c  to  write,  as  it  would  be  to 
**  fpeak,  a  ftudied  compofition  ; 
<c  the  jingle  of  rhyme  and  the 
**  language  of  fi&ion  ill  fuiting 
cc  his  then  feelings:  that  the  mo- 
(s  merit  in  which  he  then  fpoke 
(C  was  indeed  an  awful  one  to 
ee  him :  that  he  had  received  iri- 
numerable  favours,  from  the 
<{-  public,  and  took  his  leave  on 
e<  the  fpot  where  thofe  favours 
ts  were  conferred.”  He  then  faid, 
that,  whatever  the  events  of 
ss  his  future  life  might  be,  he 
“  fhould  ever  remember  thofe  fa- 
te  vours  with  the  high  eft  fatisfac- 
tc  tion  and  deepeft  gratitude  ;  and 
“  though  he  admitted  the  fupe- 
es  ri©T  Ikil'i  and  abilities  of  his 
*e  fucceffors,  he  defied  them  to 
<£  exert  them fe Ives  with  more 
induftry,  zeal,  and  attention, 
**  than  he  had  done.”  This 
fpeech,  which  was  delivered  with 
all  that  emotion  which  the  parti¬ 
cular  fituation  of  the  fpeaker  ren¬ 
dered  very  interefting  and  affect¬ 
ing,  was  received  with  the  ioudeft 
burfts  of  appiaufe;  and  he  left  the 
ftage  with  the  acclamations  of  a 
numerous  and  police  audience, 
who  were  unable  to  forbear  ex- 
prefiing  the  deepeft  concern  for  the 
jofs  of  their  favourite  performer, 
Mr.  G  arrick  now  retired  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  friends,  the  ir.oft 
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refpedlable  in  the  kingdom,  and 
of  a  large  fortune,  acquired  in  the 
courfe  of  more  than  thirty  years  : 
but  the  ftone,  which  he  had  been 
afiiidted  with  fome  time,  had  al¬ 
ready  made  fuch  inroads  on  his 
conftitution,  that  he  was  unable  to 
communicate  or  receive  from  his 
friends  that  pleafure  which  his 
company  afforded,  except  at  times, 
and  in  a  very  partial  manner.  It 
is  fuppofed  that  he  injured  his 
health  by  the  application  of  quack 
medicines,  and  often  experienced 
the  moil  violent  torments  from  the 
feverity  of  his  diforder. 

In  Auguft,  1777,  Mr.  Garrick, 
accompanied  by  his  neighbour  and 
friend,  Mr.  Hen.  Hoare,  of  the 
Adelphi,  made  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Hoare,  of  Stourhead,  in  Wilts. 
Being  particularly  charmed  with 
the  Grotto,  he  faid  he  fhould  like 
it  for  his  burying-place  ;  upon 
which  one  of  the  company  wi  fined 
him  to  write  his  own  Epitaph  ; 
which,  as  foon  as  lie  returned  to 
the  houfe,  he  did,  extempore. 

Tom  Fool,  the  tenant  of  this  narrow  fpace, 
(He  play'd  no  fool'ifb  part  to  chufe  the 
place) 

Hoping  for  mortal  honours  e’en  in  death, 
Thus  fpoke  his  wifhes  with  his  lateft 
breath. 

<£  That  Hal  Javtet-blooded  Haly  might 
“  once  a-year, 

“  Quit  fecial  joys  to  drop  a  friendly  tear  ; 
“  That  Earle  ft,  with  magic  founds  that 
“  charm  the  breaif, 

££  Should  with  a  requium  teach  his  foul  to 

u  reft; 

((  Full  charg’d  with  humour,  that  the 
“  fportive  Rujl% 

(C  Should  fire-three  vollies  o’er  the  dvjl  to 
<£  dujl  j 

((  That  honeit  Bcnfon  Jj,  ever  free  and 
<£  plain, 

iC.  For  once  fhou’d  figh,  and  with  him 
<£  back  again  ; 


*  Hen.  Hoare,  jun. 


f  Benfon  Earle,  of  Salifbury. 
||  John  Benfon,  Elqj 


X  John  Ruft,  Efqj 
v  That 


C  H  A  R  A 

«  That  Heart  *  tco  might  complete  his 
u  glory’s  plan, 

u  Point  to  his  grave  and  fay — I  lik'd  the 
“  man.” 

At  Chriftmas,  1778,  he  went  to 
vifit  Lord  Spencer  at  Althorp,  in 
Northamptonfhire,  during  the  ho¬ 
lidays,  He  there  was  taken  ill  ; 
but  recovered  fo  far  that  he  was 
removed  to  town,  where  grovving 
worfe,  he  died  in  a  few  days  after¬ 
wards,  at  his  houfe  in  the  Adel- 
pni,  on  the  20th  day  of  January 
I  aft,  at  the  age'  of  63  years  ;  leav¬ 
ing  behind  him  the  charadler  of  a 
friendly,  humane,  charitable,  and 
(notwithftanding  many  idle  re¬ 
ports  we  may  add)  liberal  man  ; 
one  who  felt  for  diilrefs,  and  re¬ 
lieved  it ;  a  chearful  companion, 
a  pleafing  writer,  and  the  firft  adtor 
of  this  or  any.  other  age. 

Lift  of  Mr.  Gar  rick ’j  Writings . 

THE  Lying  Valet,  a  Comedy, 
of  two  adls,  8vo,  1740.  F  ir ft  adled ^ 
at  Goodman’s  Fields,  and  after¬ 
wards  at  Drury  Lane. 

Mifs  in  her  Teens,  or  the  Med¬ 
ley  of  Lovers,  a  Farce  in  two  adds, 
performed  at  Covent  Garden,  8vo. 
1747.  The  hint  of  this  piece  was 
taken  from  La  Parifene  of  D’An- 
court. 

Lethe,  a  Dramatic  Satire,  adled 
at  Drury  Lane,  8vo.  1748.  This 
admirable  performance,  which 
ranks  with  the  firffc  of  its  kind, 
was  originally  reprefented  in  a 
very  imperfedt  date  at  Goodman’s 
Fields,  when  the  author  was  en¬ 
gaged  there.  The  firffc  fketch,  as 
then  performed,  was  printed  in 
1 2 mo,  1 745 ,  under  the  title  of 
Lkths,  or^Esop  in  tj^eShades. 
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Romeo  and  Juliet,  a  Tragedy, 
altered  from  Shakefpeare,  adled  at 
Drury  Lane,  izmo.  1 790. 

Every  Man  in  his  Humour,  a 
Comedy,  altered  from  Ben  Jonfon, 
adled  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1751. 
This  alteration  confifls  chiefly  of 
omiilions  and  tranfpoiitions,  with 
the  addition  of  a  whole  feene 
in  the  4th  adl.  It  was  excellently 
adled.  Thofe  who  remember  the 
original  performers  do  not  expedfc 
to  fee  a  play  ever  fo  completely 
filled  again  in  every  charadler. 
Prologue  by  Mr.  Whitehead. 

The  Fairies,  an  Opera,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  fet  toMufic  by 
Mr.  Smith,  8vo,  1755.  Prologue 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

The  Temped,  an  Opera,  alter¬ 
ed  from  Shakefpeare,  fet  to  mufic 
by  Mr.  Smith,  8vo,  1756.  The 
prologue  to  this  piece  is  evidently 
by  Mr.  Garrick. 

Florizel  and  Perdita,  a  Dra¬ 
matic  Padoral,  in  three  adls,  per¬ 
formed  at  Drury  Lane,  1756. 
This  is  taken  from  The  Winter's 
Tale,  and  was  originally  adled  un¬ 
der  that  title.  It  was  not  printed 
until  1758. 

Catherine  and  Petrucio,  aFarce, 
adled  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1756. 
An  alteration  of  Shakefpeare’s 
Taming  of  the  Shrew.  Performed 
on  the  fame  night  as  Florizel  and 
Perdita. 

Lilliput,  a  Dramatic  Entertain¬ 
ment,  adled  at  Drury  Lane,  Bvo, 
1757.  This  was  adled  by  chil¬ 
dren.  In  1777  it  was  reviled  by 
the  author,  and  performed  at  the 
Hay-market, 

The  Male  Coquet,  or  Seventeen 
Hundred  and  Fifty  Seven,  a  Farce, 
adled  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  17570 


*  Jlenry  Hoare,  of  Stourheaft. 


This 
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This  little  piece  was  firft  aded  at 
Mr.  Woodward’s  benefit.  It  was 
planned,  written,  and  aded,  in  lefs 
than  a  month. 

The  Gamefters,  a  Comedy,  al¬ 
tered  from  Shirley,  aded  at  Drury 
Lane,  8vo,  1758. 

Ifabella,  or  the  Fatal  Marriage, 
a  Play  altered  from  Southern,  aded 
at  Drury  Lane,  8 vo,  1758.  An 
alteration  of  The  Fatal  Marriage , 
by  omiflion  of  the  comic  fcenes. 

The  Guardian,  a  Comedy,  in 
two  ads,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
3vo,  1 759.  This  was  performed 
the  firft  time  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Chriftopher  Smart,  a  very  agree¬ 
able  but  unhappy  poet,  then  un¬ 
der  confinement.  It  is  taken  in 
a  great  meafure  from  the  celebrat¬ 
ed  Pupille  of  Monf.  Fagan. 

The  Enchanter,  or  Love  and 
Magic,  a  Mufical  Drama,  aded  at 
Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1760. 

Harlequin’s  Invafion,  a  Speak¬ 
ing  Pantomime,  aded  at  Drury 
Lane,  1761  ;  not  printed.  We 
are  told  this  was  originally  per¬ 
formed  at  Bartholomew  Fair. 

Cymbeline,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  Shakefpeare,  aded  at  Drury 
Lane,  izmo,  1761. 

The  Farmer’s  Return  from  Lon¬ 
don,  an  Interlude,  performed  at 
Drury  Lane,  qto,  1762.  This 
made  its  firft  appearance  at  Mrs. 
Pritchard’s  benefit. 

The  Clandeftine  Marriage,  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1 766.  This  was  a  joint  pro- 
dudion  with  Mr.  Colman,  was 
aded  with  great  applaufe,  and  may 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  beft  co¬ 
medies  in  the  Englilh  language. 

The  Country  Girl,  a  Comedy, 
altered  from  Wycherley,  aded  at 
Drury  Lane,  Bvo,  1766. 

Neck  or  Nothing,  a  Farce  in 


two  ads,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8 vo,  1766.  This  farce  is  afcrib- 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick,  although  it 
has  alio  been  given  to  Mr.  King. 
It  is  an  imitation  of  the  Crifpin. 
Rival  de  fon  Maitre  of  Le  Sage. 

Cymon,  a  Dramatic  Romance, 
aded  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1767. 

A  Peep  behind  the  Curtain,  or 
The  New  Rehearfal,  a  Farce,  ad¬ 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1 767. 

The  jubilee,  a  Dramatic  Enter¬ 
tainment,  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
1769.  This  piece,  which  is  not 
printed,  was  one  of  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful  performances  ever  produced 
on  the  ftage. 

King  Arthur,  or  the  Britifh 
Worthy,  altered  from  Dryden,  ad¬ 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1770. 

Hamlet,  altered  from  Shake¬ 
fpeare,  aded  at  Drury  Lane  about 
1771.  Not  printed. 

The  Irifh  Widow,  a  Comedy  of 
two  ads,  performed  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1772.  The  intention  of  this 
piece  feems  to  have  been  merely 
to  introduce  Mrs.  Barry  (now  Mrs. 
Crawford)  in  a  new  light  to  the 
audience,  and  is  very  fuccefsfully 
executed.  The  charaders  of  Whit¬ 
tle,  Sir  Patrick  O’Neale,  and  Tho¬ 
mas,  are  extremely  well  fuftained, 
and  that  of  Keckfy  admirably.  . 

The  Chances,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  This  is  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham’s  play  with  the  fame 
title.  The  alterations  are  chiefly 
omiflion  s  of  indecent  paflages, 
which  the  refinement  of  the  prefen t 
times  would  not  fuffer. 

Aibumazar,  a  Comedy,  with 
alterations,  aded  at  Drury  Lane, 
8vo,  1773.  This  excellent  old 
comedy  was  revived  with  all  the 
flrength  of  the  houfe,  as  it  had 
been  before  in  174. 8;  yet,  notwith- 


I 


I 

itanding,  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  as 
it  deferved  to  have  been. 

Alfred,  a  Tragedy,  altered  from 
Mallet,  aCted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

*773  - 

A  Chriftmas  Tale,  in  five  parts, 
aCted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1774. 
This  hath  fince  been  reduced  to 
two  a£ts,  and  performed  as  an  af¬ 
ter-piece. 

The  Meeting  of  the  Company, 
a  Prelude,  acted  at  Drury  Lane, 

1774.  Not  printed. 

May  Day,  a  Ballad  Opera,  a£t- 
ed  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo,  1775. 

The  Theatrical  Candidates,  a 
Prelude,  a£ted  at  Drury  Lane,  8vo, 

1775.  The  two  pieces  are 
printed  together. 

He  alfo  made  fome  alterations 
in  Rule  a  Wife  and  have  a  Wife , 
Mahomet ,  and  many  other  pieces. 
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which  were  performed  during  his 
management. 

Befides  the  feveral  pieces  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  foregoing  Anecdotes, 
he  was  the  author  of  many  Pro¬ 
logues  and  Epilogues,  too  nume¬ 
rous  to  be  here  particularized.  He 
alfo  wrote  fome  poems  in  Dodfley’s 
Collection  of  Poems,  Vol.  Ill ; 
Letters  in  the  St.  James’s  Chro¬ 
nicle,  figned  Oakley  ;  and  many 
little  poems  in  Magazines  and 
News-papers. 

The  Farce  of  High  Life  Belova 
Stairs ,  which  is  frequently  afcrib- 
ed  to  him,  is  omitted  in  the  above 
lift,  as  there  are  many  reafons  to 
believe  it  to  have  been  written 
by  another  perfon,  the  late  Mr. 
Townly,  Matter  of  Merchant- 
Taylors  fchool. 
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Account  of  a  Cure  of  the  St.  Vitus’/ 
Dance  by  Electricity.  In  a  Let¬ 
ter  from  Anthony  Fothergill, 
FI.  D.  F.  R.  S.  at  Northamp¬ 
ton,  to  William  Henly.  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions  ] 

NN  AGUTTER,  a  girl  of 
ten  years  of  age,  of  a  pale, 
emaciated  habit,  was  admitted  an 
out-patient  at  the  Northampton- 
hofpital  on  the  6th  of  June  laft. 
From  her  father’s  account  it  ap¬ 
peared  (for  (he  was  fpeechlefs  and 
with  difficulty  fupported  from  fal¬ 
ling  by  two  affiftants)  that  file  had 
for  fix  weeks  laboured  under  vio¬ 
lent  convulfive  motions,  which 
affected  the  whole  frame,  from 
which  Ihe  had  very  fhort  intermif- 
fions,  except  during  fieep  ;  that 
the  difeafe  had  not.  only  impaired 
her  memory  and  intelie&ua!  fa¬ 
culties,  but  of  late  had  deprived 
her  of  the  ufe  of  fpeech. 

Volatile  and  fetid  medicines 
were  now  recommended,  and  the 
warm  bath  every  other  night ;  but 
with  no  better  fuccefs,  except  that 
the  nights  which  had  been  reftlefs 
became  fomewhat  more  compofed. 
Btiffers  and  anti-fpafmodics  were 
directed,  and  particularly  the  flow¬ 
ers  of  zinc,  which  were  continued 
till  the  beginning  of  July,  but 
without  the  leaft  abatement  of  the 
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fymptoms ;  when  her  father  grow¬ 
ing  impatient  of  fruitlefs  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  hofpital,  I  recom¬ 
mended,  as  a  dernier  refort,  a 
trial  of  electricity,  under  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Un¬ 
derwood,  an  ingenious  eleClrician. 
After  this  I  heard  no  more  of  her 
till  the  firft  of  Auguit,  when  her 
father  came  to  inform  me  that  his 
daughter  was  well,  and  defired 
ihe  might  have  her  difeharge.  To 
which,  after  expreffing  my  doubts 
of  the  cure,  I  confented  ;  but 
fliould  not  have  been  perfectly 
convinced  of  it,  had  I  not  receiv-' 
ed  afterwards  a  full  confirmation 
of  it  from  Mr.  Underwood,  dated 
Sept.  1 6.  an  extract  from  whole 
letter  I  will  now  give  you  in  his 
own  words : 

‘  I  have  long  expected  the  plea* 
fure  of  feeing  you,  that  I  might 
inform  you  how  I  proceeded  in  the 
cure  of  the  poor  girh  As  the 
cafe  was  particular,  I  have  been 
very  minute,  and  wiffi  you  may 
find  fomething  in  it  that  may  be 
ufeful  to  others.  If  you  think  it 
proper,  I  beg  you  will  fiate  the 
cafe  medically,  and  make  it  as 
public  as  you  pleafe. 

‘  July  5.  On  the  glafs  footed 
ftooi  for  thirty  minutes  5  (parks  were 
drawn  from  the  arms,  neck,  and 
head,  which  caufed  a  confiderable 

perfpira- 
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pcrfpiration,  and  a  rafli  appear¬ 
ance  in  her  forehead.  She  then 
received  fhocks  through  her  hands, 
arms,  breads,  and  back  ;  and  from 
this  time  the  fymptoms  abated, 
her  arms  beginning  to  recover  their 
ufes  *. 

‘  July  13.  On  the  glafs-footed 
dool  forty -five  minutes :  received 
ilrong  fhocks  through  her  legs  and 
feet,  which  from  that  time  began 
to  recover  their  wonted  ufes  ;  ^Ifo 
four  ftrong  fhocks  through  the 
jaws,  foon  after  which  her  fpeech 
returned. 

f  July  23.  On  the  glafs-footed 
dool  for  the  fpace  of  one  hour: 
fparks  were  drawn  from  her  arms, 
legs,  head,  and  bread,  which  for 
the  fird  time  die  very  fenfibly  felt; 
alfo  two  fiiocks  through  the  fpine. 
She  could  now  walk  alone  ;  her 
countenance  became  more  fiorid, 
and  all  her  faculties  feemed  won¬ 
derfully  drengthened,  and  from 
this  time  lhe  continued  mending  to 
a  date  of  perfect  health. 

‘  Every  time  fhe  was  eleftrified 
pofitively,  her  pulfe  quickened  to 
a  great  degree,  and  an  eruption, 
much  like  the  itch,  appeared  in 
all  her  joints.’ 

Thus  far  Mr.  Underwood.  To 
complete  the  hiftory  of  this  lingu¬ 
lar  cafe,  I  this  day  (Odd.  28.) 
rode  feveral  miles,  on  my  return 
from  the  country,  to  vifit  her; 
and  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  her 
in  good  health,  and  the  above  ac¬ 
count  verified  in  every  particular, 
with  this  addition,  that  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  difeafe  fhe  had  but 
flight  twitchings,  attended  with 
running,  daggering,  and  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  involuntary  gediculations 
which  didinguifh  the  Sc.  Vitus’s 
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dance,  and  that  thefe  fymptoms 
were  afterwards  fucceeded  by  con- 
vulfions,  which  rendered  it  diffi¬ 
cult  for  two  affidants  to  keep  her 
in  bed,  and  which  foon  deprived 
her  of  fpeech  and  the  ufe  of  her 
limbs.  The  eruptions  which  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  parts  eleftrified  foon 
receded,  without  producing  any 
return  of  the  fymptoms,  and  there¬ 
fore  could  not  be  called  critical, 
but  merely  the  effect  of  the  electri¬ 
cal  dimulus.  Having  given  her 
parents  fome  general  directions  as 
to  her  regimen.  See.  I  took  my 
leave,  with  a  drong  injunction  to 
make  me  acquainted  in  cafe  fhe 
fhould  happen  to  relapfe.  Before 
I  conclude,  it  may  not  be  impro¬ 
per  to  obferve,  that  fome  time  ago 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  cure  a 
boy  who  had  long  had  the  St, 
Vitus’s  dance  (though  in  a  much, 
lefs  degree)  by  eleftricity.  A  vio- 
lent  convuldve  difeafe,  fomewhat 
fimilar  to  the  above,  though,  if 
I  recolleCt  right,  not  attended 
with  the  *  aphonia,’  was  fuccefs- 
fully  treated  in  the  fame  way  by 
Dr.  Watfon,  and  is  recorded  in 
the  Philofophical  Transitions, 
May  we  not  then  conclude,  that 
thefe  faCts  alone,  and  more  might 
perhaps  he  produced,  are  fufficient 
to  in  title  eleftricity  to  a  didin- 
guifhed  place  in  the  clafs  of  antif- 
pafmodics  ? 

I  am.  See. 


An  Account  of  a  Remarkable  Imper¬ 
fection  of  Sight.  From  the  fame. 

Rafen,  May  26,  1777. 

Rev.  Sir, 

RECEIVED  your  favour  in 
due  time.  I  fhould  have  given 


you 


*  The  coated  bottle  held  near  a  quart. 
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you  my  anfwer  fooner,  but  have 
been  greatly  affli&ed  with  the 
gout.  I  am  very  willing  to  inform 
you  (and  take  your  inquiry  as  a 
favour)  of  my  inability  concern¬ 
ing  colours,  as  far  as  I  am  able 
from  my  own  common  obfervation. 

It  is  a  family  failing  :  my  father 
has  exactly  the  fame  impediment : 
my  mother  and  one  of  my  fillers 
were  perfeft  in  ail  colours :  my  other 
filter  and  myfel  f  alike  imperfect :  my 
laft  mentioned  filter  has  two  fons, 
both  imperfect ; — but  die  has  a 
daughter  who  is  very  perfect :  I 
have  a  fon  and  daughter,  who 
both  know  all  colours  without  ex¬ 
ception  ;  and  fo  did  their  mother  : 
my  mother’s  own  brother  had  the 
like  impediment  with  me,  though 
my  mother,  as  mentioned  above, 
knew  all  colours  very  well. 

Now  I  will  inform  you  what  co¬ 
lours  I  have  lealt  knowledge  of. 

I  do  not  know  any  green  in  the 
world ;  a  pink  colour  and  a  pale 
blue  are  alike,  I  do  not  know  one 
from  the  other.  A  full  red  and 
full  green  the  fame,  I  have  oftefi 
thought  them  a  good  match 
but  yellows  (light,  dark,  and  mid¬ 
dle)  and  all  degrees  of  blue,  ex¬ 
cept  thofe  very  pale,  commonly 
called  Iky,  I  know  perfectly  well, 
and  can  difcern  a  deficiency,  in 
any  of  thofe  colours,  to  a  particu¬ 
lar  nicety  :  a  full  purple  and  deep 
blue  fometimes  baffle  me.  I  mar¬ 
ried  my  daughter  to  a  genteel, 
worthy  man  a  few  years  ago  ;  the 
day  before  the  marriage  he  came 
to  my  houfe,  dreffed  in  a  new  fuit 
of  fine  cloth  cloaths.  I  was  much 
difpleafed  that  he  fflould  come  (as 
I  fuppofed)  in  black;  faid,  <4r  He 
Ihould  go  back  to  change  his  co¬ 
lour.”  But  my  daughter  laid, 
<(  No*  no ;  the  colour  is  very  gen- ' 


teel ;  that  it  was  my  eyes  that  de> 
ceived  me.”  He  was  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Law,  in  a  fine,  rich 
claret-coloured  drefs,  which  is  as 
much  a  black  to  my  eyes  as  any 
black  that  ever  was  dyed.  She 
has  been  married  feveral  years ; 
no  child  living,  and  my  fon  is 
unmarried ;  fo  how  this  impedi¬ 
ment  may  defcend  from  me  is  un¬ 
known. 

I  have  a  general  good  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  in  id  ft  of  this  my  ina¬ 
bility  ;  can  fee  objects  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  when  I  am  on  travel  with 
an  acquaintance,  and  can  diftin- 
guifh  the  fize,  figure,  or  fp2ce, 
equal  to  raoft,  and,  I  believe,  as 
quick,  colour  excepted. 

My  bulinefs  was  behind  a  coun¬ 
ter  many  years,  where  1  had  to 
do  with  variety  of  colours.  1  of¬ 
ten,  when  alone,  met  with  a  diffi¬ 
culty;  but  I  commonly  had  a 
fervant  in  the  way  to  attend  me, 
who  made  up  my  deficiency.  I 
have  been  now  feven  years  from 
trade.  My  eyes,  thank  God,  are 
very  good  at  difcerning  men  and 
things. 

If  your  learned  fociety  can 
fearch  out  the  caufe  of  this  very 
extraordinary  infirmity,  and  find  a 
method  for  an  amendment,  you 
will  be  fo  obliging  to  acquaint 
me.  I  am,  &c. 

J.  Scott. 

An  Account  of  the  If  and  of  St.  itli- 
guel  ;  by  Mr.  Francis  Mafon, 
in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  William  Aiton, 
Botanical  Gardener  to  his  Majefly , 
From  the  fame . 

St.  Miguel,  Aug.  io.  1777* 

S  I  R, 

I  Have  vifited  the  greateft  part  of 
this  ifland,  and  find  that  its 

produc- 
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produ&ions  differ  greatly  from 
thofe  of  Madeira,  infomuch  that 
none  of  the  trees  of  the  latter  are 
found  here,  except  the  faya  :  it 
has  a  nearer  affinity  to  Europe  than 
Africa.  The  mountains  are  co¬ 
vered  with  the  erica  vulgaris ,  and 
an  elegant  ever-green  fhrub  very 
like  a  phillyrea ,  which  gives  them 
a  moft  beautiful  appearance.  Not- 
withffanding  this  iffand  has  been 
frequently  vifited  by  Europeans,  I 
cannot  help  communicating  to  you 
a  few  of  its  Angularities.  It  is  one 
of  the  principal  and  moft  fertile  of 
the  Azores,  fometimes  called  the 
Weftern  Iflands,  of  which  there 
are  nine,  belonging  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  and  iituated  about 
500  miles  well  of  Lifbon.  Lon¬ 
gitude  weft  from  London  25  to 
33.  Latitude  36  to  to  40  north. 

The  length  of  St.  Miguel  is 
about  eighteen  or  twenty  leagues, 
nearly  eaft  to  weft;  its  breadth  is  un¬ 
equal,  not  exceeding  five  leagues, 
and  in  fome  places  not  more  than 
two.  It  contains  about  80,000  in¬ 
habitants. 

Its  capital,  the  city  of  Ponta 
del  Guday  which  contains  about 
I2000  inhabitants,  is  fituated  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  iffand,  on  a 
fine  fertile,  plain  country,  pretty 
regularly  built ;  the  ftreets  ftraight 
and  of  a  good  breadth.  It  is  fup- 
plied  with  good  water,  which  is 
brought  about  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues  from  the  neighbouring 
mountains.  The  churches  and 
other  religious  edifices  are  ele¬ 
gant  and  well  built  for  fuch  an 
iffand.  There  is  a  large  convent 
of  Francifcan  friars,  and  one  of 
the  order  of  St.  Auguftin,  four 
convents  for  profeffed  nuns,  and 
three  recolhunentos  (houfes  of  re¬ 
tirement)  for  young  women  and 
Vol.  XXII. 
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widows  who  are  not  profefied,. 
The  vefiels  anchor  in'  an  open 
road  ;  but  it  is  not  dangerous,  as 
no  wind  can  prevent  their  going 
to  fea  in  cafe  of  llormy  weather. 
The  country  round  the  city  is 
plain  for  feveral  miles,  well  cultL 
vated,  and  laid  out  with  good  taffe 
into  fpacious  fields,  which  are 
fown  with  wheat,  barley,  Indian, 
corn,  palfe,  &c.  and  commonly 
produce  annually  two  crops;  for 
as  foon  as  one  is  taken  off,  ano¬ 
ther  is  immediately  fown  in  its 
place.  The  foil  is  remarkably 
gentle  and  eafy  to  work,  being  for 
the  moft  part  compofed  of  pulve*- 
rized  pumice  ftone.  There  are  in 
the  plains  a  number  of  pleafant 
country  feats,  with  orchards  of 
orange  trees,  which  are  efteemed 
the  beft  in  Europe* 

The  fecond  town  is  Ribeirct 
Grandey  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  iffand,  containing  about  a3 
many  inhabitants  as  the  city ;  a 
large  convent  of  Francifcan  friars* 
and  one  of  nuns.  It  gives  title 
to  a  count,  called  the  Conde  Ri- 
beira  Grande,  who  firft  inftituted 
linen  and  woollen  manufactories  in 
the  iffand. 

The  third  town  is  Villa  Franca, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  iffand, 
about  fix  leagues  eaft  of  Ponta  del 
Guda.  It  has  a  convent  of  Fran¬ 
cifcan  friars,  and  one  of  nuns, 
which  contains  about  three  hun¬ 
dred.  Here,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  fhore,  lies  a  fmall  iffand 
(Ilhas)  which  is  hollow  in  the 
middle,  and  contains  a  fine  bafori 
with  only  one  entrance  into  it,  fit 
to  hold  fifty  fail  of  vefiels  fecure 
from  all  weather  5  at  prefent  it 
wants  cleaning  out,  as  the  win¬ 
ter’s  rain  waffles  down  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  earth  into  it,  which  has 

JF  greatly 
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greatly  dlminimed  its  depth,  But 
veflels  frequently  anchor  between 
this  ifland  and  the  main. 

Befide  thefe  towns,  are  feveral 
fmaller,  <viz.  Alagoa,  Agoa  de 
Pao,  Brelanha,  Fanaes  de  Ajuda, 
and  a  number  of  hamlets,  called 
Lugars,  or  Places. 

About  four  leagues  norfch-eaft 
from  Villa  Franca,  lies  a  place 
called  Furnas,  being  a  round  deep 
valley  in  the  middle  of  the  eaft 
part  of  the  ifland,  furrounded 
with  high  mountains,  which, 
though  deep,  may  be  eaflly  afcend- 
ed  on  horfeback  by  two  roads. 
The  valley  is  about  five  or  fix 
leagues  in  circuit,  the  face  of  the 
mountains,  which  are  very  deep, 
is  entirely  covered  with  ever¬ 
greens,  ‘viz.  myrtles,  laurels,  a 
large  fpecies  .of  bilberry,  called 
ura  del  ferra  (mountain  grapes) 
&e.  and  numberlefs  rivulets  of  the 
pureft  water  run  down  their  Tides. 
The  valley  below  is  well  cultivat¬ 
ed,  producing  wheat,  Indian  corn, 
flax,  &c.  The  fields  are  planted 
round  with  a  beautiful  fort  of 
poplars,  which  grow  into  pyra¬ 
midal  forms,  and  by  their  care- 
lefs,  irregular  difpofldon,  together 
with  the  multitudes  of  rivulets, 
which  run  in  all  directions  through 
the  valley,  a  number  of  boiling 
fountains,  throwing  up  clouds  of 
fleam,  a  fine  lake  in  the  fouth- 
weft  part  about  two  leagues  round, 
compofe  a  profped  the  hneft  that 
can  be  imagined.  In  the  bottom 
of  the  valley  the  roads  are  fmooth 
and  eafy,  there  being  no  rocks  but 
a  fine  pulverized  pumice  ftone  that 
the  earth  is  compofed  of. 

There  are  a  number  of  hot  foun¬ 
tains  in  different  parts  of  the  val¬ 
ley,  and  alfo  on  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  :  but  the  moil  remark- 
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able  is  that  called  the  Cald’eirs, 
fituated  in  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
valley,  on  a  fmali  eminence  by 
the  fide  of  a  river,  on  which  is  a 
bAon  about  thirty  feet  in  diame¬ 
ter,  where  the  water  continually 
boils  with  prodigious  fury.  A  few 
yards  diflant  from  it  is  a  cavern 
in  the  fide  of  the  bank,  in  which 
the  water  boils  in  a  dreadful  man¬ 
ner,  throwing  out  a  thick,  mud¬ 
dy,  unctuous  water  feveral  yards 
from  its  mouth  with  a  hideous 
noife.  In  the  middle  of  the  river 
are  feveral  places  where  the  water 
boils  up  fo  hot,  that  a  perfon 
cannot  dip  his  Anger  into  it  with¬ 
out  being  fcalded ;  alfo  along  Its 
banks  are  feveral  apertures,  out 
of  which  the  flream  rifes  to  a 
conflderable  height  fo  hot,  that 
there  is  no  approaching  it  with 
one’s  hand  :  in  other  places,  a 
perfon  would  think,  that  a  hun¬ 
dred  fmiths  bellows  were  blowing 
all  together,  and  fulphureons 
ftreams  iiTuino-  out  in  thoufands  of 
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places,  fo  that  native  fulphur  is 
found  in  every  chink,  and  the 
ground  covered  with  it  like  hoar 
frofl  ;  even  the  buAies  that  hap¬ 
pen  to  lay  near  thefe  places  are 
covered  with  pure  brimftone,  con- 
denfmg  from  the  flream  that  iffues 
out  of  the  ground,  which  in  many 
places  is  covered  over  with  a  fub- 
ftance  like  burned  allum.  In  thefe 
fmali  caverns,  where  the  flream 
iffues  out,  the  people  often  boil 
their  yams  (inhames.) 

Near  thefe  boiling  fountains  are 
feveral  mineral  fprings  ;  two,  in 
particular,  whofe  waters  have  a 
very  ftrong  mineral  quality,  of 
an  acid  tafle  and  bitter  to  the 
tongue. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  wefl- 
ward*  and  clofe  by  the  river  fide, 

are 
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are  feveral  hot  fprings,  which  are 
ufed  by  Tick  people  with  great  fuc- 
cefs.  Alfo  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
well  of  St.  Ann’s  Church,  are 
many  others,  with  three  bathing 
houfes,  which  are  commonly  ufed. 
Thefe  waters  are  warm,  although 
not  boiling  hot ;  but  at  the  fame 
place  ilfue  feveral  llreams  of  cold 
mineral  water,  by  which  they  are 
tempered,  according  to  every  one’s 
liking. 

About  a  mile  fouth  of  this  place, 
and  over  a  low  ridge  of  hills,  lies 
a  line  lake  about  two  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  very  deep,  the 
water  thick,  and  of  a  greenifh  co¬ 
lour.  At  the  north  end  is  a  plain 
piece  of  ground,  where  the  ful- 
phureous  llreams  ilfue  out  in 
many  places,  attended  with  a  fur- 
priling  blowing  noife.  1  could  ob¬ 
serve  ftrong  fprings  in  the  lake, 
but  could  not  determine  whether 
they  were  hot  or  cold :  this  lake 
feems  to  have  no  vifible  evacua¬ 
tion.  The  other  fprings  imme¬ 
diately  form  a  confiderable  river, 
called  Ribeira  Quente  (hot  river) 
which  runs  a  courfe  about  two  or 
three  leagues  through  a  deep  rent 
in  the  mountain,  on  each  lide  of 
which  are  feveral  places  where  the 
fmoke  ilfues  out.  It  discharges 
itfelf  into  the  fea  on  the  fouth 
fide,  near  which  are  feme  places 
where  the  water  boils  up  at  fome 
dillance  in  the  fea. 

This  wonderful  place  had  been 
taken  little  notice  of,  until  very 
lately  ;  io  little  curiofity  had  the 
gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  that 
Scarcely  any  of  them  had  Seen  it, 
until  of  late  fome  perfons  afflicted 
with  very  virulent  diforders,  were 
perfuaded  to  try  its  waters,  and 
found  immediate  relief  from  them. 
Since  that  time  it  has  become  more 
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and  more  frequented  ;  feveral  per¬ 
fons  who  had  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
limbs  by  the  dead  palfy  have  been 
cured  ;  and  alfo  others  who  were 
troubled  with  eruptions  on  their 
bodies. 

A  clergyman,  who  was  greatly 
afflifled  with  the  gout,  tried  the 
faid  waters,  and  was  in  a  fhort 
time  perfectly  cured,  and  has  had 
no  return  fince. 

When  I  was  there  feveral  old 
gentlemen,  who  were  quite  worn 
out  with  the  faid  diforder,  were 
ufing  the  waters,  and  had  received 
incredible  benefit  from  them  ;  in 
particular,  an  old  gentleman, 
about  fixty  v£ars  of  age,  who  had 
been  tormented  with  that  diforder 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  of¬ 
ten  confined  to  his  bed  for  fix 
months  together :  he  had  ufed 
thefe  waters  about  three  weeks, 
had  quite  recovered  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  and  walked  about  in  the 
greateft  fpirits  imaginable.  A  friar 
alfo  who  had  been  troubled  with 
the  faid  diforder  about  twelve 
years,  and  reduced  to  a  cripple, 
by  ufing  them  a  fhort  time  was 
quite  well,  and  went  a  hunting 
everyday.  There  are  many  other 
in  fiances  of  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
waters,  which  for  the  fake*  of  bre¬ 
vity  I  mull  here  omit. 

There  are  feveral  other  hot 
fprings  in  the  ifland,  particularly 
at  Ribeira  Grande  ;  but  they  do 
not  poftefs  the  fame  virtues,  at 
leaft  not  in  fo  great  a  degree.  The 
eaft  and  weft  parts  of  the  illand 
rife  into  high  mountains,  but  the 
middle  is  low,  interfperfed  with 
round  conic  hills,  all  of  which 
have  very  recent  marks  of  fire  ; 
all  the  parts  below  the  fQrface  con¬ 
fiding  of  melted  lava  lving  very 
hollow. 
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Moil  of  the  mountains  to  the 
weftward  have  their  tops  hollowed 
out  like  a  punch  bowl,  and  con¬ 
tain  water.  Near  the  weft  end  is 
an  immehfe  deep  valley  like  the 
Furnas,  called  the  Sete  Cidades 
(the  feven  cities).  This  valley  is 
furrounded  with  very  abrupt  moun¬ 
tains,  about  feven  or  eight  leagues 
round ;  in  the  bottom  is  a  deep 
lake  of  water,  about  three  leagues 
in  circuit,  furnifhed  with  a  great 
number  of  water  fowls.  This  wa¬ 
ter  has  no  mineral  quality  ;  neither 
are  there  any  hot  fprings  in  the 
valley.  All  thefe  mountains  are 
compofed  of  a  white  crumbly 
pumice  ftone,  which  is  fo  loofe, 
that  if  a  perfon  thruft  a  ftick  into 
the  banks,  whole  waggon  loads  of 
it  will  tumble  down.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  iiland  relate  a  ftory, 
that  he  who  ftrft  difcovered  it  ob- 
ferved  an  extraordinary  high  peak 
near  the  weft  end  ;  but  the  fecond 
time  he  vifited  it  no  fuch  peak  was 
to  be  feen,  which  he  fuppofed' 
muft  have  certainly  funk  ;  but 
however  improbable  this  ftory 
may  be,  at  fonie  period  or  ano¬ 
ther  it  muft  have  certainly  been  the 
cafe. 

If  you  fhould  think  the  account 
of  the  mineral  waters  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  public,  they  are  very 
welcome  to  it  *  and  ffiould  any 
perfon  venture  fo  far  for  his 
health,  a  fmall  flock  of  the  fuper- 
Huities  of  life  only  need  be  laid  in, 
as  the  ifland  yields  every  neceffary. 
The  climate  is  very  temperate  ; 
the  thermometer  fince  I  have  been 
here  has  been  no  higher  that  770, 
'commonly  from  70°  to  750. 
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An  Account  of  the  Figure  and  For¬ 
mation  of  the  Earth — Of  Subter¬ 


raneous  Fire  and  its  Ejfecls  —  Of 
the  Deluge  —  Of  the  Origin  of 
Mountains ,  Continents ,  Of 0. 

[From  Whitehurft’s  Enquiry  into  the  ori¬ 
ginal  State  of  the  Earth,] 

HAVING  premifed  the  ge¬ 
neral  laws  or  principles  be¬ 
llowed  upon  matter,  let  us  en¬ 
deavour  to  trace  their  operations 
in  forming  the  chaotic  mafs  into 
an  habitable  world. 

The  firft  operation  which  pre¬ 
fen  t's  itfelf  to  our  conception  is  the 
figure  of  the  earth  :  tor  according 
to  proposition  the  fecond,  the  fluid 
mafs  no  fooner  began  to  revolve 
upon  its  axis,  than  its  component 
parts  began  to  recede  from  their 
axes  of  motion,  and  thus  conti¬ 
nued  till  the  two  forces  wereeaual- 
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ly  ballanced,  and  the  earth  had 
acquired  its  prefent  oblate  fpheroi- 
dical  form. 

The  component  parts  being  now 
arrived  at  a  ftate  of  reft,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  the  general  laws  of  mo¬ 
tion,  began  a  fecond  operation  by 
means  of  their  affinities  ;  for  par¬ 
ticles  of  a  iimilar  nature  attract 
each  other  more  powerfully  than 
thofe  of  a  contrary  affinity  or 
quality. 

Hence  particles  of  air  united 
with  thofe  of  air;  thofe  of  water 
with  water  ;  and  thofe  of  earth 
with  earth ;  and  with  their  union 
commenced  their  fpecific  gravities. 

The  uniform  fufpenfion  of  the 
component  parts  being  thus  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  union  of  iimilar  par¬ 
ticles,  thofe  bodies  which  were  the 
moil  denfe  began  their  approach 
towards  the  center  of  gravity,  and 
the  others  towards  the  furface. 

Thus  commenced  the  reparation 
of  the  chaotic  mafs  into  air,  water  f 
earth ,  &c. 
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Now  as  air  is  eight  hundred 
times  lighter  than  water,  it  Teems 
to  follow,  by  the  laws  of  ftatics, 
that  it  became  freed  from  the  ge¬ 
neral  mafs  in  a  like  proportion 
of  time,  fooner  than  water,  and 
formed  a  muddy ,  impure  atmof- 
pbere . 

The  procefs  of  reparation  dill 
goes  on,  and  the  earth  confoli- 
dates  every  day  more  and  more 
towards  its  centre,  and  its  furface 
becomes  gradually  covered  with 
water,  until  one  uni'verfal  fea  pre¬ 
vailed  over  the  globe,  perfedlly 
pure  and  Jit  for  animal  life . 

Thus,  by  the  union  of  fimilar 
particles,  the  component  parts  of 
the  atmofphere  and  the  ocean 
Teem  to  have  been  feparated  from 
the  general  mafs,  affembled  toge¬ 
ther,  and  furrounded  the  terra¬ 
queous  globe. 

To  the  peculiar  laws  of  attrac¬ 
tion  may  likevvife  be  aferibed  that 
famenefs  of  quality  which  prevails 
in  Jlrata  of  different  denomina¬ 
tions,  as  calcarious,  argillaceous, 
&c.  and  alfo  the  affemblage  of  all 
other  particles  into  feledl  bodies, 
of  metals,  minerals,  falts,  talks, 
fpars,  fluors,  cryftals,  diamonds, 
rubies,  amethyfts,  Sec.  and  many 
other  phenomena  in  the  natural 
world. 

Having  thus  defined  the  gene¬ 
ral  laws  or  principles  by  which 
the  component  parts  of  the  chaos 
were  feparated  and  arranged  into 
the  different  claffes  of  air,  water, 
Sec.  it  may  not  be  improper  to  re¬ 
mark,  that;  as  the  fun  is  the  com- 
tfi on  center  of  gravity,  or  the  go¬ 
verning  principle  in  the  planetary 
fyflem,  the  preemption  is  great 
that  the  governing  body  was  at 
lead  coeval  with  the  bodies  go¬ 
verned  ; 
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Therefore,  as  the  chaos  revolv¬ 
ed  upon  its  axis  during  the  fepa- 
ration  of  its  component  parts,  may 
we  not  thence  infer,  that  as  the 
atmofphere  was  progreflively  freed 
from  its  grofs  matter,  light  and 
heat  mull  have  gradually  increafed, 
until  the  fun  became  vifible  in 
the  firmament,  and  fhone  with  its 
full  lullre  and  brightnefs  on  the 
face  of  the  new-formed  globe. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  feveral 
days  and  nights  preceded  the  fun’s 
appearance  in  the  heavens.  How 
far  the  refult  of  this  reafoning  may 
illuftrate  the  Mofaic  account,  of 
the  fun  being  cheated,  or  becom¬ 
ing  vifible ,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
creation,  is  mofl  humbly  fubmitted 
to  the  conlideration  and  candour  of 
the  learned  world. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  feparation  of  the  chaos  was 
owing  to  the  union  of  fimilar  par¬ 
ticles,  it  feems  to  follow,  that  as 
the  central  parts  of  the  earth  were 
fooner  at  red  than  the  more  fu- 
perficial  parts  thereof,  that  the 
former  would  begin  to  conJolidate 
before  the  latter,  and  therefore  it 
appears  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Nature,  that  the  central  part  Ihould 
confid  of  water  only,  and  the 
more  fuperficial  part  of  a  fhell 
or  crud,  as  fome  writers  have  ima¬ 
gined. 

Having  traced  the  operations  of 
Nature  in  feparating  the  chaotic 
mafs  into  air,  earth,  and  water, 
we  have  now  to  inquire  into  the 
formation  of  the  primitive  iflands. 

To  invedigate  this  matter,  let 
us  fuppofe,  for  the  prefent,  that 
during  the  feparation  of  the  chaos,, 
the  earth  was  perfe&ly  free  from 
the  attradlive  influence  of  all  other 
bodies  ;  that  nothing  interfered 
with  the  uniform  law  of  its  own 
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gravitation.  It  will  then  follow, 
that  as  the  chaos  was  an  uniform 
pulp,  the  foHds  would  equally 
fubfide  from  every  part  of  its  fur- 
face,  and  confequendy  become  e- 
qua'lly  covered  with  water. 

On  the  contrary,  if  the  moon 
was  coeval  with  the  earth,  its  at- 
tractive  power  would  greatly  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  uniform  fubfiding 
of  the  folids :  for  as  the  feparation 
of  the  folids  and  fluids  increafed, 
fo,  in  like  manner,  the  tides  would 
increafe,  and  remove  the  folids 
about,  from  place  to  place,  with¬ 
out  any  order  or  regularity. 

Hence,  the  fea  necefTarily  be¬ 
came  unequally  deep,  and  thofe 
inequalities  daily  increafing,  in 
procefs  of  time  dry  land  would 
appear,  and  divide  the  fea,  which 
had  univerfally  covered  the  earth. 

The  primitive  illands  being  thus 
railed,  by  the  flux  and  reflux  of 
the  tides,  as  fand-banks  are  form¬ 
ed  in  the  fea,  we  cannot  fuppofe 
them  to  have  been  of  any  great 
extent  or  elevation,  compared  to 
the  mountains  and  continents  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  earth  : 
therefore  they  can  only  be  confi- 
dered  as  fo  many  protuberances 
gradually  afcending  from  the  deep : 
whence  it  appears,  that  craggy 
rocks  and  impending  fliores  were 
not  then  in  being;  all  was  fmooth, 
even,  and  uniform  ;  flones,  mine¬ 
rals,  &c.  only  exifted  in  their  ele¬ 
mentary  principles. 

The  primitive  illands  being  thus 
raifed  above  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
in  procefs  of  time,  became  firm, 
and  fit  for  animal  or  vegetable 
life. 

Having  now  considered  the  for- 
jmation  of  the  atmofphere,  the  fea 
and  the  land,  I  cannot  pafs  over  in 
lllence  the  great  analogy  between 


the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation 
and  the  refuft  of  phyfical  reafon- 
ings,  in  fo  many  efiential  points  : 
for  we  find  the  fame  feries  of  truths 
aflerted  in  Scripture  which  are 
here  deduced  from  the  univerfal 
laws  and  operations  of  Nature. 

From  this  obvious  agreement  of 
revelatiort  with  reafon,  may  we 
not  conclude,  that  they  both  flow 
from  the  fame  fountain,  and  there¬ 
fore  cannot  operate  in  contradiction 
to  each  other  ?  Confequently,  by 
which  ever  means  the  fame  truths 
are  brought  to  light,  be  it  by  rea¬ 
fon  or  revelation ,  they  will  perfect¬ 
ly  coincide,  and  that  coincidence 
may  be  •confidered  as  a  tefiimony 
of  the  truth  of  each. 

The  inftances  we  find  recorded 
of  volcanos,  ana  their  effe&s,  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  the  ex  fence, 
force ,  and  immenfity  of  lubterra ne¬ 
ons  fires  ;  not  only  under  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  ocean,  but  likewife  un¬ 
der  mountains,  continents,  <5rCj  in 
all  parts  of  the  world. 

But  from  what  principles  they 
were  generated,  at  what  difiance 
of  time  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  or  whether  nearer  to  its 
centre  or  to  its  furface,  is  perhaps 
not  afcertainable,  whilft  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  fire  remain  in  fo  much 
obfcurity :  for,  according  to  the 
celebrated  chymift  M,  Macquer, 
“  an  accurate  diftinClion  has  not 
yet  been  made  between  the  phe- 
"  nomen  a  of  fire  actually  exifting 
“  as  a  principle  in  the  composition 
of  bodies,  and  thofe  which  it 
“  exhibits  when  exifting  feparate- 
ly  in  its  natural  ftate:  nor  have 
“  proper  and  diftinft  appellations 
“  been  afligned  to  it  under  thofe 
“  different  circum fiances there¬ 
fore,  neither  the  time ,  the  place, 
nor  the  mode,  in  which  fubterra- 
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neous  fire  was  generated,  can  be 
truly  afcertained. 

However,  this  we  know  moft 
afluredly,  that  a  certain  degree  of 
moifture  and  drynefs  are  productive 
of  fire  in  the  vegetable  and  mine¬ 
ral  kingdoms ;  and  likewife,  that 
thofe  fires  are  generated  from  the 
fir  ft  increment  of  heat,  and  gra¬ 
dually  increafe  to  their  full  matu¬ 
rity.  Therefore,  if  we  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  reafon  from  the  analogy 
one  part  of  nature  bears  to  ano¬ 
ther,  we  fhould  conclude,  that  fub- 
terraneous  fire  was  generated  from 
the  fame  elementary  principles, 
and  alfo  gradually  increased  to  its 
full  maturity. 

Having  premifed  thefe  matters, 
let  us  teturn  to  the  chaotic  flate 
of  the  earth,  and  endeavour  to 
trace  the  progreffive  operations  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  from  its  firjr  in¬ 
crement  of  heat,  and  mark  its  ef¬ 
fects  on  the  incumbent  Jlrata. 

1.  If  a  certain  degree  of  moif- 
tore  and  drynefs  were  equally  as 
neceftary  to  the  production  of  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  as  in 
the  vegetable  and  mineral  king¬ 
doms,  it  feems  to  follow,  that 
thofe  parts  of  the  globe  which  fir  ft 
began  to  confolidate,  were  alfo  the 
iirft  which  began  to  generate  fire  : 
therefore  as  the  central  parts  began 
to  confolidate  fooner  than  the  more 
fuperficial  parts,  there  is  fome  pro¬ 
bability  that  they  were  the  fir  ft  ig¬ 
nited. 

2.  It  has  alfo  been  obferved,  that 
as  the  earth  began  to  confolidate 
by  the  union  of  fimilar  particles, 
an  univerfal  famenefs  prevailed 
either  in  the  fame  Jlratum ,  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth  : 
whence  it  appears,  that  fubterra¬ 
neous  fire  was  generated  univer¬ 
sally  in  the  fame  point  of  time. 
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either  in  the  fame  Jlratum  or  in 
the  central  part  of  the  earth,  and 
gradually  increafed  to  its  full  ma¬ 
turity. 

3.  All  bodies  expand  with  heat, 
and  the  force  or  power  of  that  law 
is  unlimited  :  therefore,  as  fub¬ 
terraneous  fire  increafed,  its  ex- 
panfive  force  would  gradually  in¬ 
creafe  until  it  became  equal  to  the 
incumbenc  weight.  Gravity  and 
expanfion  being  then  equal,  and 
the  latter  continuing  to  increafe, 
became  fuperior  to  the  former,  and 
diftended  the  incumbent  Jlrata ,  as 
a  bladder  forcibly  blown. 

4.  Now  if  this  fire  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  fhell,  or  cruft  of 
equal  thick?iefs ,  and  of  equal  denjity , 
its  incumbent  weight  mult  have  been 
equal :  on  the  contrary,  if  the  fur¬ 
rounding-.  fhell  or  cruft  were  un¬ 
equally  thick ,  or  unequally  denfe ,  its 
incumbent  weight  mull  have  been 
unequal. 

5.  Hence  it  appears,  that  as  the 
primitive  iflands  were  uniform 
protuberances  gradually  afeending 
from  the  deep,  the  incumbent 
weight  muft  have  been  unequal  ; 
for  as  the  fpecific  gravity  of  ftone, 
fand,  or  mud,  is  greater  than  that 
of  water,  the  incumbent  weight 
of  the  former  mull  have  been 
greater  than  that  of  the  latter  ; 
confequently  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  would  aicend  by  the  expanfive 
force  of  the  fubterraneous  fire 
fooner  than  the  iflands,  which 
would  therefore  become  more  or 
lefs  deluged,  as  the  bottom  of  the 
fea  was  more  or  lefs  elevated  ;  and 
this  eftett  muft  have  been  more  or 
lefs  univerfal,  as  the  fire  prevailed 
more  or  lefs  univerfally,  either  in 
the  fame  Jlratum ,  or  in  the  central 
part  of  the  earth.  Therefore, 
ftnee  it  appears,  that  fubterrane- 
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<ous  fire  operated  univerfally  in  the 
fame  jiratum ,  with  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  force,  it  appears  much 
snore  probable,  that  the  deluge 
prevailed  univerfally  over  the 
earth,  than  partially ;  and  more 
efpecially  when  we  confider  the 
elevation  of  the  antediluvian  hills, 
But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

But  the  tragical  fcene  endeth 
not  with  an  univerfal  flood,  and 
the  deftrudtion  of  terreftrial  ani¬ 
mals  :  for  the  expanlive  force  of 
fubterraneous  fire,  hill  increafing, 
became  fuperior  to  the  incumbent 
yy  eight  and  cohefion  of  the  fir  at  a , 
which  were  then  burft,  and  opened 
a  communication  between  the  two 
pceans  of  melted  matter  and  wa¬ 
ter. 

The  two  elements  coming  thus 
into  contadt,  the  latter  would  be 
inftantaneoufly  converted  into 
Beam,  and  produce  an  explofion 
infinitely  beyond  all  human  con¬ 
ception  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
the  expanfive  force  of  water  thus 
converted  into  Beam  exceeds  that 
of  gunpowder  in  the  proportion  of 
fourteen  thoufand  to  five  hun¬ 
dred. 

The  terraqueous  globe  being 
thus  burft  into  millions  of  frag¬ 
ments,  and  from  a  caufe  appa¬ 
rently  feated  nearer  to  its  center 
than  its  furface,  muft  certainly  be 
thrown  into  ftrange  heaps  of  ruins : 
for  the  fragments  of  the  fir  at  a  thus 
blown  up,  could  not  poftibly  fall 
together  again  into  their  primitive 
order  and  regularity  :  therefore  an 
infinite  number  of  fubterraneous 
caverns  muft  have  been  formed, 
probably  many  miles,  or  many 
hundreds  of  miles  below  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  antediluvian  fea, 

Now  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  when 
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a  body  of  fuch  an  immenfe  mag* 
nitude  as  the  earth  was  thus  redo* 
ced  to  an  heap  of  ruins,  that  its 
incumbent  wafer  would  immediate¬ 
ly  defcend  into  the  caverns  and 
interftices  thereof ;  and  by  ap¬ 
proaching  fo  much  nearer  towards 
the  center,  than  in  its  antediluvian 
ftate,  much  of  the  terreftrial  fur- 
face  would  be  left  naked  and  ex- 
pofed,  with  all  its  horrid  gulphs, 
craggy  rocks,  mountains,  and  other 
diforderly  appearances. 

Th  us  the  primitive  ftate  of  the 
Barth  feems  to  have  been  totally 
metamorphofed  by  the  iirft  con- 
vulfion  of  Nature,  at  the  time  of 
the  deluge  ;  its  fir  at  a  broken,  and 
thrown  into  every  poffible  degree 
of  confufion  and  diforder,  Thus, 
thofe  mighty  eminences  the  Alps, 
the  Andes,  the  Pyrenean  moun¬ 
tains,  &c,  were  brought  from  be¬ 
neath  the  great  deep — the  fea  re¬ 
tired  from  thole  vaft  trafts  of  land, 
the  continents  —  became  fathom- 
lefs ;  environed  with  craggy  rocks, 
cliffs,  and  impending  fhores  ;  and 
its  bottom  fpread  over  with  moun¬ 
tains  and  vallies  like  the  land. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved  of  the 
horrid  effedts  of  this  convulfion— - 
that  as  the  primitive  iilands  were 
more  ponderous  and  lefs  elevated  than 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  former 
would  more  inftantaneoufly  fubfide 
into  the  ocean  of  melted  matter, 
than  the  latter  :  therefore,  in  all 
probability,  they  became  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  poftdiluvian  fea  :  and 
the  bottom  of  the  antediluvian  fea 
being  more  elevated,  was  converted 
into  the  poftdiluvian  piountains, 
continents.  See.  This  conjecture 
is  remarkably  confirmed  by  the 
vaft  number  of  foflil  fhells,  and 
other  marine  exuvicp;  fo  und  imbed  - 


ded  near  the  tops  of  mountains, 
and  the  interior  parts  of  continents, 
far  remote  from  the  fea,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  hitherto  ex¬ 
plored. 

The  above  phenomena  have  ge¬ 
nerally  been  afcribed  to  the  effeCh 
of  an  univerfal  flood  ;  but  we  pre¬ 
fume  fuch  concluflons  were  too 
haflily  drawn  :  for  it  manifeflly 
appears,  upon  a  more  ftriCt  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  various  circumftances 
accompanying  thefe  marine  bodies; 
that  they  were  actually  generated, 
lived,  and  died,  in  the  very  beds 
wherein  they  are  found  ;  and  that 
thofe  beds  were  originally  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  ocean,  though  now 
elevated  feveral  miles  above  its  le¬ 
vel.  Thus  we  find  a  further  agree¬ 
ment  between  natural  phenomena 
and  the  laws  of  Nature. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  moun¬ 
tains  and  continents  were  not  pri¬ 
mary  productions  of  Nature  ;  but 
of  a  very  diflant  period  of  time 
from  the  creation  of  the  world. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objeded, 
that  many  of  the  above  foflil  bodies 
are  natives  of  very  diflant  regions 
of  the  earth,  and  could  not  have 
exifled  in  climates  wherein  they 
are  found,  according  to  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  Nature. 

To  avoid  prolixity,  in  the  invef- 
tigation  of  the  deluge.  Sec.  many 
interefting  phenomena  refpeCting 
earthquakes  have  been  omitted  : 
we  fhall,  therefore,  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  introducing  fome  of 
them,  before  we  proceed  to  fliew 
the  improbability  of  a  fecond  uni¬ 
verfal  flood. 

i.  Previous  to  an  eruption  of 
Vefuvius,  the  fea  retires  from  its 
adjacent  fhores,  and  leaves  its  bot¬ 
tom  dry,  till  the  mountain  is  burfl 


open,  when  the  water  returns  to 
its  former  boundary. 

2.  Before  volcanos  burfl  open 
the  bottom  of  the  fea,  the  water 
rifes  in  thofe  places,  confiderably 
above  its  former  level,  runs  in 
mountainous  waves  towards  the 
lefs  elevated  parts,  and  deluges 
diflant  fhores. 

3.  The  earth  is  frequently  burfl: 
open  many  miles  in  length,  and 
difeharges  fuch  vaft  quantities  of 
water  as  to  deluge  the  adjacent 
countries,  of  which  we  have  had 
feveral  inftances,  both  in  Europe 
and  South  America.  In  the  year 
1631,  feveral  towns  were  deflroyed 
by  an  eruption  of  boiling  water 
from  Vefuvius  ;  and  in  the  year 
1755,  an  immenfe  torrent  of  boil¬ 
ing  water  flowed  from  JE tna,  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  broad,  down  to 
its  bafe.  See  Sir  Wm.  Hamilton’s 
Obfervations  on  Vefuvius  and  ASt- 
na,  p.  82.  V 

4.  Eruptions  ate  generally  ac¬ 
companied  with  thunder  and  light¬ 
ning,  and  fucceeded  by  inceflant 
rains. 

5.  On  the  ift  of  November 
1755,  the  memorable  aera  of  the 
earthquake  at  Eifbon,  not  only 
the  fea,  but  lakes  and  ponds  were 
violently  agitated  all  over  Europe* 
See  Philof.  Tranf.  vol.  79. 

Moft  of  thefe  phenomena  teftify 
the  immenfe  force  of  fleam  gene¬ 
rated  by  melted  matter  and  water, 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth  ;  for,  in 
the  firft  inftance.  Mount  Vefuvius 
and  its  adjacent  fhores  being  more 
elevated  by  the  fleams,  than  the' 
bottom  of  the  diflant  fea ;  the 
water  retreats  from  the  fhores  to¬ 
wards  the  lefs  elevated  parts,  and 
leaves  its  bottom  dry.  When  the 
fleams  find  vent,  by  the  eruption, 
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the  mountain  fublides  to  its  former 
level,  and  the  water  returns  to  the 
Ihore. 

The  fecond  inftance  fliews,  that 
the  bottom  of  the  fea  is  more  ele¬ 
vated  than  the  land  ;  therefore  the 
water  retires,  in  mountainous 
waves,  towards  the  lefs  elevated 
parts,  and  overflows  the  coaft. 

The  third  is  not  only  a  corro¬ 
borating  inftance,  to  Ihew  the  ex- 
panlive  force  of  fteam  ;  but  like- 
wife  coincides  with  the  Mofaic  de¬ 
scription  of  the  deluge,  44  the  foun- 
<!(  tains  of  the  great  deep  were  broke?i 
gf  up.37 

The  fourth  feems  to  have  feme 
analogy  to  that  dreadful  event. 

The  fifth  phenomena  feems  to 
2. rife  from  the  fame  caufe.  When 
the  frata  incumbent  on  the  melted 
matter  are  elevated  by  the  force  of 
fteam  ;  the  impending  roof  is  ap-r 
parently  feparat.ed  from  the  liquid 
mafs ;  and  this  reparation  may  be 
laterally  extended  to  the  diftance 
of  many  miles  from  the  original 
fource  of  the  fteam,  according  to 
Its  quantity,  and  degree  of  its  ex¬ 
pan  five  force. 

Now  if  thefe  conje&ures  are 
true,  the  confequences  thence  arif- 
Ing  are  manifeft.  The  frata  im¬ 
mediately  over  the  fteam  fir  ft  ge¬ 
nerated  being  more  elevated  titan 
thofe  in  the  act  of  reparation,  the 
horizontal  pofition  of  the  earth’s 
furface  mull  confequently  be  alter¬ 
ed,  fo  as  to  produce  an  undulation 
of  the  water  in  lakes,  ponds,  &c. 
as  in  veflels  fuddenly  elevated  on 
one  fide  more  than  on  the  other  ; 
and  thus  continue  in  motion,  alter¬ 
nately  overflowing  the  oppofite 
banks,  until  the  momentum  acquir¬ 
ed  by  the  firft  impulfe  is  gradually 
overcome. 


,  That  fteam  is  the  principal  agent 
whence  thefe  phenomena  arife,  I 
prefume  will  be  readily  granted 
by  thofe  who  have  carefully  at¬ 
tended  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  MicheTs 
obfervations  on  the  caufe  of  earth¬ 
quakes.  Now,  as  one  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  fteam  is  condenfation  by  a 
fmall  degree  of  cold,  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  expanfive  force  can  only 
exift  during  the  fame  degree  of 
heat  :  therefore  the  incumbent 
weight  cannot  become  elevated  to 
any  greater  diftance  than  fubter- 
raneous  fire  is  continued.  This 
being  granted,  it  feems  to  follow, 
that  as  the  waters  were  thus  agitat¬ 
ed  on  the  1  ft  of  November  175  5, 
through  an  extent  of  country  not 
lefs  than  3000  miles,  there  muft 
have  been  one  continued  uninter¬ 
rupted  mafs  of  melted  matter  of 
the  fame  extent  at  leaft.  And  this 
idea  feems  to  be  corroborated  by 
thofe  vaft  explofions  which  were 
heard  in  fome  of  the  Derby Ihire 
mines,  about  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  fo  fatal  to  Lifbon. 

The  above  examples  Terve  to  il- 
luftrate  the  powerful  and  extenfive 
effedls  of  fteam,  produced  by  melt¬ 
ed  matter  and  water  :  truths  well 
known  to  founders,  particularly  to 
thofe  converfant  in  calling  gold, 
fil  ver,  copper,  brafs,  and  iron. 
44  About  fixty  years  ago,  a  me- 
44  lancholy  accident  happened 
44  from  the  catling  of  brafs  cannon, 
<s  at  Windmill-Hill,  Moorfields, 
44  where  many  fpedlators  were  af- 
44  fembjed  to  fee  the  metal  run 
44  into  the  moulds.  The  heat  of 
44  the  metal  of  the  firft  gun  drove 
44  fo  much  damp  into  the  mould  of 
44  the  fecond,  which  was  near  it, 
4 4  that  as  Icon  as  the  metal  'was  let 
44  into  it,  it  blew  up  with  the 

44  greateft 
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<r  greateft  violence,  tearing  up  the 
“  ground  feme  feet  deep,  breaking 
“  down  the  furnace,  untiling  the, 

“  houfe,  killing  many  people  on 
ft  the  fpot  with  the  flreams  oi 
“  melted  metal,”  & c.  See  Cra- 
“  nier’s  Art  of  AfTaying  Metals. 
Englifh  tranflation,  p.  323. 

The  inflammable  vapour  or 
damp,  in  mines,  occasions  vio¬ 
lent  explofions  ;  but  they  are  only 
momentary,  as  the  firing  of  gun¬ 
powder.  On  the  contrary,  thofe 
from  volcanos  frequently  continue 
many  months,  with  great  violence, 
which  plainly  lhews  that  thofe 
flreams  muft  be  continually  gene¬ 
rating  from  the  above  caufes. 

P.  S.  As  the  difiention  of  the 
frata,  obferved  in  the  former  part 
of  this  chapter,  may  appear  highly 
improbable  to  fome  readers,  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  reciting  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Michell’s  obferva- 
tions  on  the  elaflicity  and  com- 
prelfibility  of  flone,  &c.  mention¬ 
ed  in  his  excellent  Treatife  on 
Earthquakes,  note,  p.  34,  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  The  compreflibiiity  and 
“  elaflicity  of  the  earth  are  qua- 
“  lities  which  do  not  Ihew  them- 
l(  felves  in  any  great  degree  in 
common  inflances,  and  there- 
“  fore  are  not  commonly  attended 
“  to.  On  this  account  it  is  that 
tc  few  people  are  aware  of  the 
“  great  extent  of  them,  or  the 
efledts  that  may  arife  from 
them,  where  exceeding  large 
<(  quantities  of  matter  are  con- 
“  cerned,  and  where  the  com- 
“  prefiive  force  is  immenfely  great. 
*'  The  compreflibiiity  and  elafti- 
tc  city  of  the  earth  may  be  col- 
*i  ledted,  in  fome  meafure,  from 
“  the  vibration  of  the  walls  of 
“  houfes,  occafioned  by  the  paf- 
“  fm g  of  carriages  in  the  flreets 
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“  next  to  them.  Another  in- 
“  ftance,  to  the  fame  purpofe, 

“  may  be  taken  from  the  vibra- 
“  tion  of  fleeples,  occafioned  by 
“  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  by  gufls 
of  wind  :  not  only  fpires  are  mo- 
“  ved  very  conflderably  by  this 
“  means,  but  even  ftrong  towers 
“  will  fometimes  be  made  to  vi- 
“  brate  leveral  inches,  without 
“  any  disjointing  of  the  mortar, 

<(  or  rubbing  the  ftones  againft  one 
<s  another.  Now,  it  is  manifeft, 
“  that  this  could  not  happen, 

“  vvithout  a  confiderable  degree 
“  of  compreflibiiity  and  elaflicity 
tc  in  the  materials  of  which  they 
<c  are  compofed.” 

Now,  if  fo  lliort  a  length  of 
flone  as  that  of  a  fleeple,  viflbly 
bends,  by  fo  fmall  a  degree  of 
force  as  the  ringing  of  bells,  or  a 
blaft  of  wind  ;  may  we  not  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  frata ,  in  the  pri¬ 
mitive  ftate  of  the  earth,  might 
become  conflderably  diftended,  by 
an  unlimited  force,  and  therefore 
occaflon  an  univerfal  deluge,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  preceding  conclu- 
fion.  Since  it  appears,  that  if  a 
globe  80  inches  diameter  only, 
fuffered  a  degree  of  expanflon  e- 
qual  to  the  thicknefs  of  a  human, 
hair  ;  the  fam®  degree  of  heat,  by 
analogy,  would  have  raifed  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean  one-fourth 
of  a  mile ;  which  is  above  four 
times  higher  than  the  primitive 
iflands  were  fuppofed  to  have  been 
elevated  above  the  furface  of  the 
fea. 


An  Account  of  an  Infant  Mufcian , 
by  Dr.  Burney,  F.R.S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions.J 

^  T  ^HAT  reafon  begins  to  dawn, 
and  reflexion  to  operate,  in 

fome 
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fome  children  much  fooner  than  in 
others,  mu  ft  be  known  to  every 
one  who  has  had  an  opportunity 
or  comparing  the  faculties  of  one 
child  with  thofe  of  another.  It 
has,  however,  feldom  been  found, 
that  the  fenfes,  by  which  intelli¬ 
gence  is  communicated  to  the 
mind,  advance  with  even  pace  to¬ 
wards  perfection.  The  eye  and 
the  ear,  for  inftance,  which  fee m 
to  afford  reafon  its  principal  fup- 
plies,  mature  at  different  periods, 
in  proportion  to  exercife  and  ex¬ 
perience  ;  and  not  only  arrive  at 
different  degrees  of  perfection  du¬ 
ring  the  ftages  of  infancy,  but 
have  different  limits  at  every  pe¬ 
riod  of  human  life.  An  eye  or  ear 
that  only  ferves  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  exiftence  is  intitled  to  no 
praife  ;  and  it  is  only  by  extraor¬ 
dinary  proofs  of  quicknefs  and 
difcrimination  in  the  ufe  of  thefe 
fenfes,  that  an  early  tendency  to 
the  art  of  painting  or  mufic  is 
difcovered. 

Many  children,  indeed,  feem  to 
recognize  different  forms,  perfons, 
founds,  and  tones  of  voice,  in  very 
early  infancy,  who  never  after¬ 
wards  endeavour  to  imitate  forms 
by  delineation,  or  founds  by  vocal 
inflexions, 

As  drawing  or  defign  may  be 
called  a  refinement  of  the  fenfe  of 
fsght,  and  practical  muiic  of  that 
of  hearing  ;  and  as  a  perfection  in 
thefe  arts  at  every  period  of  life, 
from  the  difficulty  of  its  attain¬ 
ment,  and  the  delight  it  affords 
to  the  admirers  and  judges  of 
both,  is  treated  with  reipeCt,  a 
premature  difpofltion  to  either  u- 
fually  excites  the  fame  kind  of 
wonder  as  a  phenomenon  or  pro- 
dio-v.  ’ 


But  as  perfons  consummate  in 
thefe  arts,  and  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  ufual  difficulties  which 
impede  the  rapid  progrefs  of  com¬ 
mon  ft uden ts,  can  only  judge  of 
the  miraculous  parts  of  a  child’s 
knowledge  or  performance,  it  will 
be  neceffary,  before  I  {peak  of  the 
talents  peculiar  to  the  child  who 
is  the  fubject  of  the  prefen t  in¬ 
quiry,  to  diftinguifh,  as  far  as  ex¬ 
perience  and  obiervation  lhali  en¬ 
able  rne,  between  a  common  and 
fupernatural difpofltion,  curing  in¬ 
fancy,  towards  the  art  of  muiic. 

In  general  a  child  is  not  thought 
capable  of  profiting  from  the  in- 
ftruCtions  of  a  muflc-mafter  till  five 
or  fix  years  old,  though  rnanv  have 
difcovered  an  ear  capable  of  being 
pleafed  with  mufical  tones,  and  a 
voice  that  could  imitate  them, 
much  fooner.  The  lullaby  of  a 
nurfe  during  the  firft  months  of  a 
child’s  exiftence  has  been  found  to 
fubdue  peevifhnefs,  and,  perhaps, 
divert  attention  from  pain  ;  and  in 
the  fecond  year  it  has  often  hap¬ 
pened,  that  a  child  has  not  only 
been  more  diverted  with  one  tune 
or  feries  of  founds  than  another, 
but  has  had  fufficient  power  over 
the  organs  of  voice  to  imitate  the 
inflexions  by  which  it  is  formed  ; 
and  thefe  early  proofs  of  what  is 
commonly  called  mufical  genius 
would  doubtlefs  be  more  frequent¬ 
ly  difcovered  if  experiments  were 
made,  or  the  mothers  or  nurfes 
were  mufic  ally  curious.  How¬ 
ever,  fpontaneous  efforts  at  form¬ 
ing  a  tune,  or  producing  harmony 
upon  an  inftrument  fo  early,  have 
never  come  to  my  knowledge. 

The  arts  being  governed  by  laws 
built  on  fuch  productions  and  ef¬ 
fects  as  the  moll  polifhed  part  of 

mankind 
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mankind  have  long  agreed  to  call 
excellent,  can  make  but  final!  ap¬ 
proaches  towards  perfection  in  a 
ilate  of  nature,  however  favour¬ 
able  may  be  the  difpofuion  of 
thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  be  gifted 
with  an  uncommon  tendency  to¬ 
wards  their  cultivation.  Nature 
never  built  a  palace,  painted  a 
picture,  or  made  a  tunc  :  thefe  are 
all  works  of  art.  And  with  rcfpeCt 
to  architecture  and  mufic,  there 
are  no  models  in  nature  which  can 
encourage  imitation  :  and  though 
there  is  a  wild  kind  of  mufic  among 
favages,  where  paffion  vents  itlelf 
in  lengthened  tones  different  from 
thofe  of  fpeech,  yet  thefe  rude  ef¬ 
fusions  can  afford  no  pleafure  to  a 
cultivated  ear,  nor  would  be  ho¬ 
noured  in  Europe  with  any  better 
title  than  the  hovvlings  of  animals 
of  an  inferior  order  to  mankind. 

All  therefore  that  is  really  ad¬ 
mirable  in  early  attempts  at  mu¬ 
fic  is  the  power  of  imitation  ;  for 
elegant  melody  and  good  harmony 
can  only  be  fuch  as  far  as  they 
correfpond  with  or  furpafs  their 
models  :  and  as  melody  con  fills  in 
the  happy  arrangement  of  fingle 
founds,  and  harmony  in  the  arti¬ 
ficial  combination  and  fimultane- 
ous  ufe  of  them,  an  untaught  mu- 
fician  becomes  the  inventor  of 
both  ;  and  thofe  who  are  at  all  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  infancy  of  fuch 
melody  and  harmony  as  conftitute 
modern  mufic,  can  alone  form  an 
idea  of  the  rude  Hate  of  both  when 
an  individual  difeovers  them  by 
the  flow  procefs  of  experiment. 

Every  art  when  frll  difeovered 
feems  to  refemble  a  rough  and 
fhapelefs  mafs  of  marble  jull  hewn 
out  of  a  quarry,  which  requires 
the  united  and  fucceffive  endea¬ 
vours  of  many  labourers  to  form 
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and  poll  Hi.  The  zeal  and  aCtivity 
of  a  Engle  workman  can  do  but 
little  towards  its  completion  ;  and 
in  mufic  the  undirected  efforts  of 
an  infant  muft  be  Hill  more  cir- 
cumfcribed  :  for,  without  the  aid 
of  reafon  and  perfeverance  he  can 
only  depend  on  memory  and  a  pre¬ 
mature  delicacy  and  acutenefs  of 
ear  for  his  guides  ;  and  in  thefe 
particulars  the  child  of  whom  I 
am  going  to  ipeak  is  truly  wonder¬ 
ful. 

William  Crotch  was  born  at 
Norwich,  July  5,  1775.  His  fa¬ 
ther,  by  trade  a  carpenter,  having 
a  paffion  for  mufic,  of  which  how¬ 
ever  he  had  no  knowledge,  under¬ 
took  to  build  an  organ,  on  which, 
as  foon  as  it  would  fpeak,  he  learn¬ 
ed  to  play  two  or  three  common 
tunes,  iuchas  God  fame. great  George 
our  king  ;  Let  ambition  fire  thy  mind ; 
and  The  Eafier  Hymn  ;  with  which, 
and  fuch  chords  as  were  pleafing 
to  his  ear,  he  ufed  to  try  the  per¬ 
fection  of  his  inflrument. 

.1  have  been  favoured  with  feve- 
ral  particulars  concerning  his  fon’s 
fir  11  attention  to  mufic  from  Robert 
Partridge,  Efquire,  a  gentleman  of 
rank  in  the  Corporation  of  Nor¬ 
wich,  who,  at  my  requefl,  has 
been  fo  obliging  as  to  afeertain 
many  curious  fads,  the  truth  of 
which,  had  they  refled  merely  on 
the  authority  of  the  child’s  father 
or  mother,  might  have  been  fuf- 
peded  ;  and  tranfadions  out  of 
the  common  courfe  of  nature  can¬ 
not  be  too  fcrupuloufiy  or  minute¬ 
ly  proved. 

My  correfpondent,  of  whofe  in¬ 
telligence  and  veracity  I  have  the 
highefl  opinion,  tells  me,  that  I 
may  refl  allured  of  the  authenti¬ 
city  of  fuch  circumflances  as  he 
relates  from  the  information  of 

the 
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the  child’s  father,  who  is  an  in¬ 
genious  mechanic,  of  good  repu¬ 
tation,  whom  he  knows  very  well, 
and  frequently  employs,  as  thefe 
circumftances  are  confirmed  by  the 
teftimony  of  many  who  were  wit- 
neftes  of  the  child’s  early  per¬ 
formance  ;  and  he  adds,  that  he 
has  himfelf  fee n  and  .heard  moil 
of  the  very  extraordinary  efforts 
of  his  genius. 

About  Chriftmas  1776,  when 
the  child  was  only  a  year  and  a 
half  old,  he  difcovered  a  great  in¬ 
clination  for  mufic,  by  leaving 
even  his  food  to  attend  to  it  when 
the  organ  was  playing  :  and  about 
MidTummer  1777,  he, would  touch 
the  key-note  of  his  particular  fa¬ 
vourite  tunes,  in  order  to  per- 
fuade  his  father  to  play  them. 
Soon  after  this,  as  he  was  unable 
to  name  thefe  tunes,  he  would 
play  the  two  or  three  fir  ft  notes  of 
them  when  he  thought  the  key¬ 
note  did  not  fufhcientiy  explain 
which  he  wifhed  to  have  played. 

But,  according  to  his  mother, 
it  feems  to  have  been  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  having  heard  the 
fuperior  performance  of  Mrs.  Lul- 
man,  a  mufical  lady,  who  came 
to  try  his  father’s  organ,  and  who 
not  only  played  on  it,  but  fang  to 
her  own  accompany ment,  that  he 
firft  attempted  to  play  a  tune  him¬ 
felf  :  for,  the  fame  evening,  after 
her  departure,  the  child  cried, 
and  was  fo  peevifh  that  his  mother 
was  wholly  unable  to  appeafe  him. 
At  length,  palling  through  the 
dining-rcom,  he  fcreamed  and 
ftruggled  violently  to  go  to  the 
organ,  in  which,  when  he  was  in¬ 
dulged,  he  eagerly  beat  down  the 
keys  with  his  little  fids,  as  other 
children  ufually  do  after  finding 
themfelves.  able  to  produce  a  noife. 


which  pleafes  them  more  than  the 
artificial  performance  of  real  me¬ 
lody  or  harmony  by  others. 

The  next  day,  however,  beirfg 
left,  while  his  mother  went  out, 
in  the  dining-room  with  his  bro¬ 
ther,  a  youth  of  about  fourteen 
years  old,  he  would  not  let  him 
reft  till  he  blew  the  bellows  of  the 
organ,  while  he  fat  on  his  knee 
and  beat  down  the  keys,  at  firft 
promifcuouiiy ;  but  presently,  with 
one  hand,  lie  played  enough  of 
God  fa<ve  great  George  our  King 
to  awaken  the  curioiity  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  who  being  in  a  garret,  which 
was  his  work-fhop,  haftened  down 
ftairs  to  inform  himfelf  who  was 
playing  this  tune  on  the  organ. 
When  he  found  it  was  the  child, 
he  could  hardly  believe  what  he 
heard  and  faw.  At  this  time  he 
was  exactly  two  years  and  three 
weeks  old,  as  appears  by  a  copy 
I  have  obtained  of  the  regifter  in 
the  parifh  of  St.  George’s  Colgate, 
Norwich,  figned  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Tapps,  Minifter.  Nor  can 
the  age  of  this  child  be  fuppofed 
to  exceed  this  account  by  thofe 
who  have  feen  him,  as  he  has  not 
only  all  the  appearance,  but  the 
manners,  of  an  infant,  and  can  no 
more  be  prevailed  on  to  play  by 
perfuafton  than  a  bird  tofing. 

It  is  eafy  to  account  for  GW 
fame  great  George  our  King  being 
the  firft  tune  he  attempted  to 
play,  as  it  was  not  only'-'  that 
which  his  father  often  performed, 
but  had  been  mo-ft  frequently  ad- 
miniftered  to  him  as  a  narcotic  by 
his  mother,  during  the  firft  year 
of  his  life.  It  had  likewife  beejn 
more  magnificently  played  than  he 
was  accufto  tried  to  hear  by  Mrs. 
Lulman,  the  afternoon  before  h@ 
became  a  practical  mufician  him¬ 
felf  'f 
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felf;  and,  previous  to  this  event, 
he  ufed  to  teize  his  hither  to  play 
this  tune  on  his  organ,  and  was 
very  clamourous  when  he  did  not 
carry  his  point. 

When  his  mother  returned,  the 
father,  with  a  look  which  at  once 
implied  joy,  wonder,  and  myflery, 
delired  her  to  go  up  hairs  with 
him,  as  he  had  fome  thine*  curious 
to  fhew  her.  She  obeyed,  ima¬ 
gining  that  fome  acquaintance  or 
friend  was  arrived,  or  that  fome 
interefting  event  had  happened 
during  her  abfence ;  but  was  as 
much  furprized  as  the  father  on 
hearing  the  child  play  the  firli  part 
of  God  fave  great  George  our  King. 
The  next  day  he  made  himfelf 
maker  of  the  treble  of  the  fecond 
part ;  and  the  day  after  he  at¬ 
tempted  the  bafe,  which  he  per¬ 
formed  nearly  correct  in  every  par¬ 
ticular,  except  the  note  imme¬ 
diately  before  the  clofe,  which, 
being  an  odlave  below  the  pre¬ 
ceding  found,  was  out  of  the 
reach  of  his  little  hand. 

In  the  beginning  cf  November 
1777,  he  played  both  the  treble 
and  bafe  of  Let  ambition  f,re  thy 
mind ,  an  old  tune  which  is,  per¬ 
haps,  now  better  known  by  the 
words  to  which  it  is  fung  in  Love 
in  a  Village,  Hope ,  thou  nhrfe.  of 
young  defre. 

Upon  the  parents  relating  this 
extraordinary  circumltance  to  fome 
ot  their  neighbours,  they  laughed 
at  it  ;  and,  regarding  it  as  the 
effect  of  partial  fondnefs  for  their 
child,  advifed  them '  by  no  means 
to  mention  it,  as  fuch  a  marvel¬ 
lous  account  would  only  expofe 
them  to  ridicule.  However,  a  few 
days  after,  Mr.  Crotch  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  go  out  to  work,  Mr. 
Paul,  a  maker-weaver  by  whom 


he  was  employed,  palling  acci¬ 
dently  by  the  door,  and  hearing 
the  organ,  fancied  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  Crot.ch  had 
flayed  at  home  in  order  to  divert 
himlclf  on  his  favourite  inllru- 
ment  ;  fully  prepoffelfed  with  this 
idea,  he  entered  the  houfe,  and, 
fuddenly  opening  the  dining-room, 
door,  faw  the  child  playing  on  the 
organ  while  his  brother  was  blow¬ 
ing  the  bellows.  Mr.  Paul  thought 
the  performance  fo  extraordinary, 
that  he  immediately  brought  two 
or  three  of  the  neighbours  to  hear 
it,  who  propagating  the  news,  a 
croud  of  near  a  hundred  people 
came  the  next  day  to  hear  the 
young  performer,  and,  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  days,  a  hill  greater  number 
flocked  to  the  houfe  from  all 
quarters  of  the  city ;  till,  at  length, 
the  child’s  parents  were  forced  to 
limit  his  exhibition  to  certain  days 
and  hours,  in  order  to  leflen  his 
fatigue,  and  exempt  themfelves 
from  the  inconvenience  of  conflant 
attendance  on  the  curious  multi¬ 
tude. 

This  account  agrees  in  moll  par¬ 
ticulars  with  a  ietter  I  received 
from  Norwich,  and  of  which  the 
following  is  an  extraT. 

“  There  is  now  in  this  city  a 
mufical  prodigy,  which  en- 
tc  gages  the  converfation  and  ex;- 
“  cites  the  wonder  of  every  body. 
“  A  boy,  fon  to  a  carpenter,  of 
4 4  only  two  years  and  three  quar- 
ters  old,  from  hearing  his  fa- 
<c  ther  play  upon  an  organ  which 
“  he  is  making,  has  difeovered 
“  fuch  muflcal  powers  as  are 
tc  fcarcely  credible.  He  plays  a 
“  variety  of  tunes,  and  has  from. 

memory  repeated  fragments  of 
“  feveral  voluntaries  which  he 
((  heard  Mr.  Garland,  the  orga- 

"  Pill, 
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**  niff,  play  at  the  cathedral.  He 
tf  has  Hkewife  accompanied  aper- 
“  fon  who  played  upon  the  flute, 
fc  not  only  with  a  treble,  but  has 
“  formed  a  bafe  of  his  own, 
**  which  to  common  hearers  feem- 
ed  harmonious.  If  any  perfon 
<c  plays  falfe,  it  throws  him  into 
te  a  paflion  dire&ly;  and  though 
f<  his  little  Angers  can  only  reach 
€t  a  fixth,  he  often  attempts  to 
ec  play  chords.  He  does  not  feem 
tc  a  remarkable  clever  child  in  any 
4t  other  refpedt ;  but  his  whole  foal 
**  is  abforbed  in  muftc*.  Numbers 
f<  croud  daily  to  hear  him,  and 
“  the  mulical  people  are  all  amaze- 
if  mentf.” 

The  child  being  but  two  years 
and  eight  months  old  when  this 
letter  was  written,  his  performance 
mult  have  appeared  confiderably 
more  wonderful  than  at  prefent : 
for  as  he  feems  to  have  received 
fcarce  any  inflruftions,  and  to 
have  purfued  no  regular  courfe  of 
fludy  or  praftice  fince  that  time, 
it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  he 
is  much  improved.  However,  ex¬ 
perience  mull:  have  informed  him 
what  feries  or  combination  of 
founds  was  mold  oflenflve  to  his 
ear;  but  fuch  is  his  impetuoflty 


that  he  never  dwells  long  on  any 
note  or  chord,  and  indeed  his  per¬ 
formance  mull:  originally  have  been 
as  much  under  the  guidance  of 
the  eye  as  the  ear,  for  when  his 
hand  unfortunately  falls  upon 
wrong  notes,  the  ear  cannot  judge 
till  it  is  too  late  to  correct  the 
miftake.  However,  habit,  and 
perhaps  the  delicacy  and  acutenefs 
of  another  fenfe,  that  of  feeling, 
now  direct  him  to  the  keys  which 
he  prefles  down,  as  he  hardly  ever 
looks  at  them. 

The  Arid  voluntary  he  heard 
with  attention  was  performed  at 
his  father’s  houfe  by  Mr.  Mully, 
a  muflc-mafter;  and  as  foon  as  he 
was  gone,  the  child  feeming  to 
play  On  the  organ  in  a  wild  and 
different  manner  from  what  his 
mother  was  accuftomed  to  hear, 
fhe  afked  him  what  he  was  do¬ 
ing  ?  And  he  replied,  I  am 
“  playing  the  gentleman’s  Ane 
t{  thing.”  But  fhe  was  unable  to 
judge  of  the  refemblance:  how¬ 
ever,  when  Mr.  Mully  returned  a 
few  days  after,  and  was  afked, 
whether  the  child  had  remembered 
any  of  the  paflages  in  his  volun¬ 
tary,  he  anfwered  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive.  This  happened  about  the 


*  This  opinion  feems  to  have  been  too  haftily  formed ;  for,  independent  of 
his  mufical  talent,  he  appears  to  me  poftefted  of  a  general  intelligence  beyond 
his  age:  arid  he  has  dil’covered  a  genius  and  inclination  for  drawing,  nearly  as 
ftrong  as  for  muAc  ;  for  whenever  he  is  not  at  an  inftrument,  he  ufually  em¬ 
ploys  himfelf  in  fketching,  with  his  left-hand,  houfes,  churches,  fiiips,  or 
animals,  in  his  rude  and  wild  manner,  with  chalk  on  the  floor,  or  upon  what¬ 
ever  other  plain  furface  he  is  allowed  tofcrawl.  Painters  may,  perhaps,  form 
feme  judgment  of  his  mufic  by  his  drawings. 

-f  His  father,  who  has  lately  been  in  London,  and  with  whom  I  have  con- 
verfed  fince  this  account  was  drawn  up,  all  the  particulars  of  which  he  has  con¬ 
firmed,  told  me,  that  when  he  flrft  carried  the  child  to  the  cathedral  he  ufed  to 
cry  the  inftant  he  heard  the  loud  organ,  which,  being  fo  much  more  powerful 
than  that  to  which  he  had  been  accuftomed  at  home,  he  was  fome  time  before 
he  could  bear  without  difcovering  pain,  occafioned,  perhaps,  by  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  ear,  and  irritability  of  his  nerves. 
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middle  of  November  1777,  when 
he  was  only  two  years  and  four 
months  old,  and  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  after  he  would  play  no¬ 
thing  elfe  but  thefe  paflages. 

A  mufical  gentleman  of  Nor¬ 
wich  informed  Mr.  Partridge,  that, 
at  this  time,  fuch  was  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  had  made  in  judging 
of  the  agreement  of  founds,  that 
he  played  the  Eafter-Hymn  with 
full  harmony ;  and  in  the  laft 
two  or  three  bars  of  Hallelujah , 
where  the  fame  found  is  fuftained, 
he  played  chords  with  both  hands, 
by  which  the  parts  were  multi¬ 
plied  to  fix,  which  he  had  great 
difficulty  in  reaching  on  account 
of  the  fhortnefs  of  his  fingers. 
The  fame  gentleman  obferved, 
that  in  making  a  bafe  to  tunes 
which  he  had  recently  caught  by 
his  ear,  whenever  the  harmony 
difpleafed  him,  he  would  continue 
the  treble  note  till  he  had  formed 
a  better  accompanyment. 

From  this  period  his  memory 
was  very-accurate  in  retaining  any 
tune  that  pleafed  him  :  and  being 
prelent  at  a  concert  where  a  band 
of  gentlemen  -  performers  played 
the  overture  in  Rodelinda,  he  was 
fo  delighted  with  the  minuet,  that 
the  next  morning  he  hummed  part 
of  it  in  bed ;  and  by  noon,  with¬ 
out  any  further  affiftance,  played 
the  whole  on  the  organ. 

TIis  chief  delight  at  prefent  is 
in  playing  voluntaries,  which  cer¬ 
tainly  would  not  be  called  mufic 
if  performed  by  one  of  riper 
years,  being  deficient  in  harmony 
and  meafure;  but  they  manifeft 
fuch  a  difcernment  and  feleftion 
of  notes  as  is  /  truly  wonderful, 
and  which,  if  fpontaneous,  would 
furprize  ac  any  age.  But  though 
he  executes  fragments  of  com- 
Vol.  XXII. 
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mon  tunes  in  very  good  time,  yet 
no  adherence  to  any  particular 
meafure  is  difcoverable  in  his  vo¬ 
luntaries;  nor  have  I  ever  obferved 
in  any  of  them  that  he  tried  to 
play  in  triple  time.  If  he  difco- 
vers  a  partiality  for  any  particu¬ 
lar  meafure,  it  is  for  da&yis  of 
one  long  and  two  ffiort  notes,  which 
conftitute  that  fpecies  of  common 
time  in  which  many  llreet-tunes 
are  compofed,  particularly  the  fir  ft 
part  of  the  Bel  lei  lie  March,  which, 
perhaps,  may  firft  have  fuggefted 
this  meafure  to  him,  and  im- 
prefied  it  in  his  memory.  And 
his  ear,  though  exquifitely  formed 
for  difcriminating  founds,  is  as 
yet  only  captivated  by  vulgar  and 
common  melody,  and  is  fatisfied. 
with  very  imperfect  harmony.  I 
examined  his  countenance  when 
he  firft  heard  the  voice  of  Signor 
Pacchierotti,  the  principal  finger 
of  the  Opera,  but  did  not  find 
that  he  feemed  fenfible  of  the  fa- 
perior  tafte  and  refinement  of 
that  exquifite  performer ;  however, 
he  called  out  very  foon  after  the 
air  was  begun,  “  He  is  finging 
w  in  f.” 

And  this  is  one  of  the  afto- 
nifiiing  properties  of  his  ear,  that 
he  can  diftinguifh  at  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  from  any  inftrument,  and 
out  of  fight  of  the  keys,  any  note 
that  is  ftruck,  whether  a,  e,  c,  &c» 
In  this  I  have  repeatedly  tried 

him,  and  never  found  him  mjf- 
*  * 

.  taken  even  in  the  half  notes ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  the  more  extraordinary, 
as  many  pra&itioners  and  good 
performers  are  unable  to  diftin- 
guifh  by  the  ear  at  the  Opera  or 
elfevvhere  in  what  key  any  air  or 
piece  of  mufic  is  executed^ 

But  this  child  was  able  to  find 
any  note  that  was  ftruck  in  his 
G  htaring, 
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hearing,  when  out  of  fight  of  the 
keys,  at  two  years  and  a  half 
old,  even  before  he  knew  the  let¬ 
ters  of  the  alphabet:  a  circum- 
ffonce  fo  extraordinary,  that  I 
was  very  curious  to  know  when, 
and  in  what  manner,  this  faculty 
firft:  difcovered  itfelf ;  and  his  fa¬ 
ther  fays,  that  in  the  middle  of 
January  1778,  while  he  was  play¬ 
ing  the  organ,  a  particular  note 
hung,  or,  to  fpeak  the  language 
of  organ  builders,  ciphered,  by 
which  the  tone  was  continued 
without  the  preffure  of  the  fing¬ 
er  :  and  though  neither  himfelf 
nor  his  elder  fon  could  find  out 
what  note  it  was,  the  child,  who 
was  then  amufing  himfelf  with 
drawing  on  the  floor,  left  that 
employment,  and  going  to  the  or¬ 
gan  immediately  laid  his  hand  on 
the  note  that  ciphered  *.  Mr. 
Crotch  thinking  this  the  effect  of 
chance,  the  next  day  purpofely 
caufed  feveral  notes  to  cipher,  one 
after  the  other,  all  which  he  in- 
ffantly  difcovered:  and  at  lafr  he 
weakened  the  fprings  of  two  keys 
at  once,  which,  by  preventing  the 
valves  of  the  wind-cheft  from 
doling,  occasioned  a  double  cipher, 
both  of  which  he  direftly  found 
out.  Any  child,  indeed,  that  is 
not  an  idiot,  who  knows  black 
from  white,  long  from  ftiort,  and 
can  pronounce  the  letters  of  the 
alphabet  by  which  mufical  notes 
are  called,  may  be  taught  the 
names  of  the  keys  of  the  harpfi- 
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chord  in  five  minutes  f ;  but,  in 
general,  five  years  would  not  be 
fufiicient,  at  any  age,  to  imprefs 
the  mind  of  a  mufical  ffudent  with 
an  infallible  reminifcence  of  the 
tones  produced  by  thefe  keys,  when 
not  allowed  to  look  at  them. 

Another  wonderful  part  of  his 
pre-maturity  was  the  being  able 
at  two  years  and  four  months  old 
to  tranfpofe  into  the  moft  extra¬ 
neous  and  difficult  keys  whatever 
he  played  ;  and  now,  in  his  ex¬ 
temporaneous  flights,  he  modu¬ 
lates  into  all  keys  with  equal  fa¬ 
cility.  , 

The  laffc  qualification  which  I 
fhall  point  out  as  extraordinary  in 
this  infant  mufician,  is  the  being 
able  to  play  an  extemporary  bafe 
to  eafy  melodies  when  performed 
by  another  perfon  upon  the  fame 
inffrument.  But  thefe  bafes  muft 
not  be  imagined  correct,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rules  of  counter-point, 
any  more  than  his  voluntaries. 
He  generally  givfes,  indeed,  the 
key-note  to  pa/Tages  formed  from  its 
common  chord  and  its  inverfions, 
and  is  quick  at  difeovering  when 
the  fifth  of  the  key  will  ferve  as  a 
bale.  At  other  times  he  makes 
the  third  of  the  key  ferve  as  an 
accompaniment  to  melodies  formed 
from  the  harmony  of  the  chord  to 
the  key-note ;  and  if  fimple  paf¬ 
fages  are  played  flow,  in  a  regu¬ 
lar  progreflion  afeending  or  de- 
feending,  he  foon  finds  out  that 
thirds  or  tenths,  below  the  treble. 


*  This  csrcumftance  proves  that  he  eXercifed  his  eye  in  drawing,  after  his 
Aia'nner,  before  he  was  two  years  and  a  half  old. 

•f  By  remarking  that  the  ffiort  keys,  which  ferve  for  flats  and  /harps,  are 
divided  into  parcels  of  threes  and  twos,  and  that  the  long  key  between  every 
two  ffiort  keys  is  always  called  d,  it  is  extremely  eafy  from  that  note  to  dilco- 
ver  the  fituation  and  names  of  the  reft,  according  to  the  order  of  the  firft  feven 
letters  of  the  alphabet. 


Will 
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will  ferve  his  purpofe  in  furnilh- 
ing  an  agreeable  accompaniment. 

However*  in  this  kind  of  ex¬ 
temporary  bafe,  if  the  fame  paf- 
fages  are  not  frequently  repeated, 
the  changes  of  modulation  mull: 
be  few  and  flow,  or  correftnefs 
cannot  be  expetted  even  from  a 
profefTor.  The  child  is  always  as 
ready  at  finding  a  treble  to  a  bafe 
as  a  bafe  to  a  treble,  if  played  in 
flow  notes*  even  in  chromatic  paf- 
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fages ;  that  is,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  c  natural  is  ftruck,  c  be  made 
fharp,  he  foon  finds  out  that  a 
makes  a  good  bafe  to  it ;  and  on 
the  contrary,  if,  after  the  chord 
of  d  with  a  fharp  third,  f  is  made 
natural,  and  a  is  changed  into  b, 
he  inftantly  gives  c  for  the  bafe. 
Indeed  he  continued  to  accom¬ 
pany  me  with  great  readinefs  in 
the  following  chromatic  modula¬ 
tion,  afcending  and  defcending : 


I  made  more  experiments  of  this 
kind,  but  to  relate  them  would 
lender  my  account  too  technical  to 
all  but  compofers,  or  fuch  as  have 
long  fludied  harmony. 

When  he  declares  himfelf  tired 
of  playing  on  an  inftrumer\t,  and 
his  mufical  faculties  feem  wholly 
blunted,  he  can  be  provoked  to 
attention,  even  though  engaged 
in  any  new  amufement,  by  a 
wrong  note  being  ftruck  in  the 
melody  of  any  well-known  tune; 
and  if  he  ftands  by  the  inftrurnent 
when  fuch  a  note  is  defignedly 
ftruck,  he  will  inftantly  put  down 
the  right,  in  whatever  key  the  air 
is  playing. 

At  prefent,  all  his  own  melo¬ 
dies  are  imitations  of  common  and 
eafy  paflages,  and  he  feems  infenfi- 
ble  to  others ;  however,  the  only 
method  by  which  fuch  an  infant 
can  as  yet  be  taught  any  thing 
better  feems  by  example.  If  he 
were  to  hear  only  good  melody  and 
harmony,  he  would  doubtlefs  try 
to  produce  fomething  fimilar  ;  but. 


at  prefent,  he  plays  nothing  cor- 
re&ly,  and  his  voluntaries  are  lit¬ 
tle  lefs  wild  than  the  native  notes 
of  a  lark  or  a  black-bird.  Nor 
does  he,  as  yet,  feem  a  fubjeft  for 
inftru&ion  :  for  till  his  reafon  is 
fufficiently  matured  to  comprehend 
and  retain  the  precepts  of  a  mafter,' 
and  fomething  like  a  wifh  for  in¬ 
formation  appears,  by  a  ready  and 
willing  obedience  to  his  injunc¬ 
tions,  the  trammels  of  rule  would 
but  difguft,  and,  if  forced  upon 
him,  deftroy  the  miraculous  parts 
of  his  felf-taught  performance. 

Mr.  Baillet  publilhed  in  the  laft: 
century  a  book,  Sur  les  Enfans  ce - 
lebres  par  leurs  etudes ;  and  yet, 
notwithftanding  the  title  of  his 
work,  he  fpeaks  not  of  infants  but 
adolefcents,  for  the  youngeft  won¬ 
der  he  celebrates  in  literature  is 
at  leaft  fcven  years  old ;  an  age 
at  which  feveral  ftudents  in  mufic 
under  my  own  eye  have  been  able 
to  perform  difficult  compofttions 
on  the  harpftchord,  with  great 
neatnefs  and  precifion.  However, 
G  ,2  this 
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this  has  never  been  accomplished 
without  inkruftions  and  laborious 
practice,  not  always  voluntary. 

Mufical  prodigies  of  this  kind 
are  not  infrequent:  there  have 
been  feveral  in  my  own  memory 
on  the  harpfi chord.  About  thirty 
years  ago  I  heard  Palfchau,  a 
German  boy  of  nine  or  ten  years 
old,  then  in  London,  perform  with 
great  accuracy  many  of  the  mod: 
difficult  compositions  that  have 
ever  been  written  for  keyed  in- 
flruments,  particularly  fome  leffons 
and  double  fugues  by  Sebakian 
Bach,  the  father  of  the  prefent 
eminent  profeffors  of  that  name, 
which,  at  that  time,  there  were 
very  few  makers  in  Europe  able 
to  execute,  as  they  contained  diffi¬ 
culties  of  a  particular  kind  ;  fuch 
as  rapid  divisions  for  each  hand  in 
a  feries  of  thirds,  and  in  Sixths, 
afcending  and  defcending,  befides 
thofe  of  full  harmony  and  con¬ 
trivance  in  nearly  as  many  parts 
as  Singers,  fuch  as  abound  in  the 
leffons  and  organ  fugues  of  Handel. 

Mifs  Frederica,  now  Mrs. 
Wynne,  a  little  after  this  time, 
v/as  remarkable  for  executing,  at 
fix  years  old,  a  great  number  of 
leffons  by  Scarlatti,  Paradies,  and 
others,  with  the  utmok  precision. 

But  the  two  Sons  of  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Mi>  Wekley  feem  to  have 
difcovered,  during  early  infancy, 
very  uncommon  faculties  for  the 
pra&ice  of  mafic.  Charles,  the 
eldek,  at  two  years  and  three 
quarters  old,  furprized  his  father 
by  playing  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord  readily,  and  in  juk  time  : 
foon  after  he  played  feveral,  what¬ 


ever  his  mother  fung,  or  whatever 
he  heard  in  the  ftreet. 

Samuel,  the  youngek,  though 
he  was  three  years  old  before  he 
aimed  at  a  tune,  yet  by  conkantly 
hearing  his  brother  praftife,  and 
being  accukomed  to  good  mufic 
and  makerly  execution,  before 
he  was  fix  years  old  arrived  at  fuch 
knowledge  in  muSic,  that  his  ex¬ 
temporary  performance  on  keyed 
inkruments,  like  Mozart’s,  was 
fo  makerly  in  point  of  invention, 
modulation,  and  accuracy  of  exe¬ 
cution,  as  to  furpafs,  in  many 
particulars,  the  attainments  of  mod 
profeffors  at  any  period  of  their 
lives. 

Indeed  Mozart,  when  little  more 
than  four  years  old,  is  faid  to  have 
been  not  only  capable  of  exe- 

cuting  leffons  on  his  favourite 
<f  irskrument,  the  harpSichord,  but 
“  to  have  compofed  fome  in  an 
“  eafy  kyle  and  take,  which  were 
“  much  approved*:”  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Wekley  before  he  could 
write  was  a  compofer,  and  men¬ 
tally  fet  the  airs  of  feveral  Orato¬ 
rios,  which  he  retained  in  memory 
till  he  was  eight  years  old,  and 
then  wrote  them  down. 

Here  the  difference  of  educa¬ 
tion  appears  :  little  Crotch,  left 
to  nature,  has  not  only  been  with¬ 
out  inkrutkions  but  good  models 
of  imitation  ;  while  Mozart  and 
Samuel  Wekley,  on  the  contrary, 
may  be  faid  "to  have  been  nurfed 
in  good  mufic  :  for  as  the  latter 
had  his  brother’s  excellent  per¬ 
formance  to  ftimulate  attention, 
and  feed  his  ear  with  harmony  j 
the  German  infant,  living  in  the 


#  See  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  LX.  for  the  year  1770;  an  account  of  a  very  re¬ 
markable  young  mufician,  by  the  honourable  Daines  Barrington,  F.  R.  S. 
who'  foon  intends  to  favour  the  public  with  an  account  of  the  two  Weilleys. 
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houfe  of  his  father,  an  eminent 
profeffor,  and  an  elder  lifter,  a 
neat  player  on  the  harpfichord, 
and  coniiantly  pradtifing  compo- 
litions.  of  the  firft  clafs  for  that 
inftrument,  had  every  advantage 
of  lituation  and  culture  joined  to 
the  profufion  of  natural  endow¬ 
ments. 

Of  Mozart’s  infant  attempts  at 
mufic  I  was  unable  to  difcover 
the  traces  from  the  converfation 
of  his  father ;  who,  though  an 
intelligent  man,  whofe  education 
and  knowledge  of  the  world  did 
not  feem  confined  to  mufic,  con- 
feffed  himfelf  unable  to  defcribe 
the  progreffive  improvements  of 
his  fon  during  the  firfl  llages  of 
infancy.  However,  at  eight  years 
of  age  I  was  frequently  convinced 
of  his  great  knowledge  in  com- 
pofition  by  his  writings  ;  and  that 
his  invention,  take,  modulation, 
and  execution  in  extemporary 
playing,  were  fuch  as  few  pro- 
feffors  are  poflefTed  of  at  forty  years 
of  age. 

Into  what  the  prefent  prodigy 
may  mature  is  not  eafy  to  pre¬ 
dict  ;  we  more  frequently  hear  of, 
trees  in  bloffom  during  the  winter 
months  than  of  fruits  in  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  unfeafonable  ap¬ 
pearances.  However,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  expeditions  to  which 
fuch  premature  talents  give  birth 
is  hardly  allowed  to  humanity. 
It  is  the  wifh  of  fome,  that  the 
uncommon  faculties  with  which 
this  child  is  endowed  might  be 
fufFered  to  expand  by  their  own 
e'fforts,  neither  reflrained  by  rules, 
nor  guided  by  examples ;  that,  at 
length,  the  world  might  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  fpecies  of  natural 
mufic,  fuperior  to  all  the  furpriz- 
ing  produdlions  of  art  to  which 
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pedantry,  affedlation,  or  a  power" 
ful  hand,  have  given  birth.  But* 
alas!  fuch  a  wilh  muft  have  been 
formed  without  refledtion  ;  for 
mufic  having  its  claffics  as  well 
as  poetry  and  other  arts,  what 
could  he  compofe  or  play  upon 
different  principles  that  would  not 
offend  the  ears  of  thofe  who  have 
regarded  thofe  claftics  as  legifla- 
tors,  and  whofe  fouls  have  been 
wrapped  in  elyfium  by  their  ftrains  ? 
He  might  as  well,  if  fecluded 
from  all  intercourfe  with  men,  be 
expedted  to  invent  a  better  lan¬ 
guage  than  the  prefent  Englifh, 
the  work  of  millions,  during  many 
centuries,  as  a  new  mufic  more 
grateful  to  the  ears  of  a  civilized 
people  than  that  with  which  all 
Europe  is  now  delighted. 

An  individual  may  doubtlefs  ad¬ 
vance  nearer  perfedtion  in  every 
art  by  the  affiftance  of  thoufands, 
than  by  the  mere  efforts  of  his 
own  labour  and  genius. 

Another  wifh  has  been  formed, 
that  the  erfedts  of  different  genera 
and  divifions  of  the  mulical  fcale 
might  be  tried  upon  this  little  mu- 
fician  ;  but  the  luccefs  of  fuch  an 
experiment  is  not  difficult  to  di¬ 
vine.  An  uncultivated  ear  would 
as  naturally  like  the  molt  plain 
and  common  mufic,  as  a  young 
mind  would  belt  comprehend  the 
molt  flmple  and  evident  propor¬ 
tions  :  and,  as  yet,  the  attention 
of  Crotch  cannot  be  excited  by 
any  mufical  refinements  or  elabo¬ 
rate  contrivance. 

It  has  likewife  been  imagined 
by  fome,  that  every  child  might  be 
taught  mulic  in  the  cradle,  if  the 
experiment  were  made  ;  but  to 
thefe  it  may  with  truth  be  faid, 
that  fuch  an  experiment  is  daily 
made  on  every  child,  by  every 
G  3  mother 
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mother  and  nurfe,  that  is  able  to 
form  a  tune,  on  every  part  of  the 
globe.  In  Italy  the  ninne  nonne ,  or 
lullabies,  are  fragments  of  elegant 
melodies,  become  common  and 
popular  by  frequent  hearing  ;  and 
thefe,  though  they  help  to  form 
the  national  tafte,  are  not  found  to 
Simulate  the  attention  of  Italian 
children  to  melody,  or  to  accele¬ 
rate  the  difplay  of  mufical  talents 
at  a  more  early  period  than  elfe- 
where. 

Premature  powers  in  mulic  have 
as  often  furpri?:ed  by  fuddenly  be¬ 
coming  flationary  as  by  advancing 
rapidly  to  the  fummit  of  excel¬ 
lence.  Sometimes,  perhaps,  na¬ 
ture  is  exhaufled  or  enfeebled  by 
thefe  early  efforts ;  but  when  that 
is  not  the  cafe,  the  energy  and  vi¬ 
gour  of  her  operations  are  feldom 
properly  feconded,  being  either 
impeded  and  checked  by  early  felf- 
complacence,  or  an  injudicious 
courfe  of  fludy ;  and  fpmetimes, 
perhaps,  genius  is  kept  from  ex¬ 
pan  fion  by  ill-chofen  models ;  ex- 
clufive  admiration,  want  of  coun- 
fel,  or  accefs  to  the  mod  excellent 
compofitions  and  performers  in  the 
clafs  for  which  nature  has  fitted 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  beflowed. 

3^.1."  niTTiMttBHMi  ■"■■11  1  ■inMimiiinMiiiMiaaiii  nn  in  111  jim* 

On  the  Growth  of  Cedars  in  Eng¬ 
land  ;  in  a  Letter  to  Sir  John 

Cullum. 

AMONG  the  flighter  de varia¬ 
tions  occafloned  by  the  laft 
new-year’s  hurricane,  I  cannot,  as 
an  admirer  of  natural  preclusions, 
but  lament  with  particular  regret 
the  deftru&ion  of  perhaps  the  fined 
cedar  in  England.  This  fuperb 


tree,  una}  nemus ,  dood  clofe  on  the 
north  fide  of  Hendon  Place,  the 
elegant  refidence  of  Mr.  Aiflabie, 
eight  miles  from  London,  From 
the  gardener’s  information,  and 
my  own  admeafurements,  fome  of 
its  dimenfions  had  been  thefe.  The 
height  70  feet;  the  diameter  of 
the  horizontal  extent  of  the  bran¬ 
ches,  upon  an  average,  ioo ;  the 
circumference  of  the  trunk,  7  feet 
above  the  ground,  16  ;  12  feet  a-? 
bove  the  ground,  20.  *  At  this  lat¬ 
ter  height  it  began  to  branch ; 
and  its  limbs,  about  10  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  from  6  to  1 2  feet  in  cir«? 
cumference.  Its  roots  had  not 
fpread  wide  nor  deep ;  and  the 
foil  that  had  fuited  it  fo  well,  is  a 
ftrong  clay,  upon  rather  an  eleva¬ 
ted  fituation.  Tradition  aferibes 
the  planting  of  this  tree  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  herfelf;  yet  the  vigour 
of  its  trunk,  and  the  full  verdure 
of  its  branches  (befides  a  reafon 
which  I  fhall  prefently  adduce), 
make  me  doubt,  whether  we  are 
to  allow  it  fo  great  an  age.  How-? 
ever  that  be,  its  appearance  fhews 
that  it  had  not  arrived  at  maturity, 
and  might  have  flood,  perhaps 
have  thriven,  for  centuries  to  come. 
The  gardener  made  50  1.  of  the 
cones  the  year  before  laft,  but  laft 
year  only  1?  1. 

The  great  fize,  and  apparent 
increafing  vigour  of  this  tree,  ex¬ 
cited  my  curiofity  to  inquire  into 
the  age  and  fize  of  fome  of  its 
brethren  ;  and  to  collect  what 
particulars  I  could  towards  the 
Englifh  hiftory  of  this  nobleft  of 
our  exotics. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Lightfoot  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  upon  whofe  accuracy,  as 
well  as  friendfhip,  I  can  depend, 
has  fent  me  the  following  dimen- 
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fions  of  one  at  Hillingdon,  in  his 
neighbourhood.  The  perpendicu¬ 
lar  height  is  53  feet;  the  diame¬ 
ter  of  the  horizontal  extent  of  the 
branches  from  eaft  to  weft,  96  ; 
from  north  to  fouth,  89  ;  the  cir¬ 
cumference  of  the  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground,  15!;  3  \  feet  above 
the  ground,  13  §;  7  feet  above 
the  ground,  1  z  \  ;  12  feet  above 
the  ground,  14  feet  8  inches  ; 
1 3  juft  under  the  branches,  15 
feet  8  inches.  It  has  two  princi¬ 
pal  branches,  one  of  which  is  bifid 
1  \  foot  above  its  origin  :  before 
it  divides,  it  meafures  in  circum¬ 
ference  12  feet ;  after  its  divifion, 
one  of  its  forks  meafures  8  f ,  the 
other  7  feet  10  inches.  The  other 
primary  branch  at  its  origin  mea¬ 
fures  10  feet ;  and,  foon  dividing, 
throws  out  two  fecondary  ones, 
each  5  i.  The  proprietor  of  this 
tree  fays  he  can  with  much  cer¬ 
tainty  determine  its  age  to  be  116 
years. 

The  Iargeft  of  thofe  at  Chelfea, 
meafured  laft  month,  is  in  height 
83  feet;  the  horizontal  extent  of 
its  branches  is  about  80  ;  the  cir¬ 
cumference  of  its  trunk  clofe  to 
the  ground  18  \  ;  at  2  feet  above 
the  ground,  15;  at  10  feet,  16; 
at  about  1  yard  higher  it  begins  to 
.branch,  Thefe  trees,  Mr.  Miller 
fays,  were,  as  he  was  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  planted  in  1683,  about  3 
feet  high.  The  foil  is  a  lean  hungry 
fand  mixed  with  gravel,  and  about 
two  feet  furface. 

In  the  garden  of  the  old  palace 
at  Enfield  is  a  cedar  of  Libanus, 
of  the  following  dimenfions,  taken 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Liley,  an  ingeni¬ 
ous  fchool-mafter  there,  at  the  de- 
lire  of  my  friend  Mr.  Gough,  who 
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was  fo  obliging  as  to  communicate 
them  to  me  : 

Feet.  Inches. 
Height  45  9 

Girt  at  top  3  7 

Second  girt  7  9 

Third  girt  10 

Fourth  girt  14  6 

Large  arm  that  branches  out 
near  the  top,  3  feet  9  inches  ;  fe- 
veral  boughs,  in  girt  3  feet  5  in¬ 
ches  ;  and  the  boughs  extend  from 
the  body  from  28  to  45  feet.  The 
contents  of  the  body,  exclufive  of 
the  boughs,  is  about  103  cubical 
feet.  This  tree  is  known  to  have 
been  planted  by  Dr.  Uvedale,  who 
kept  a  fiourifhing  fchool  in  this 
houfe  at  the  time  of  the  great 
plague  1665,  and  was  a  great  flo- 
rift.  Eight  feet  of  the  top  were 
broken  off  by  the  high  wind  of 
1703.  Tradition  fays  this  tree 
was  brought  hither  immediately 
from  Mount  Libanus  in  a  port¬ 
manteau.  The  firft  lime-trees 
planted  in  England  found  their 
way  over  in  the  fame  convey¬ 
ance  *. 

Several  other  cedars  of  confide- 
rable  fize  are  fcattered  about  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

I  find  not,  with  exaftnefs,  when, 
or  by  whom,  the  cedar  was  firft  in¬ 
troduced  into  England.  Turner, 
one  of  our  earlieft  herbarifts,  where 
he  treats  “  of  the  pyne  tre,  and. 
“  other  of  that  kynde,”  fays  no¬ 
thing  of  it.  Gerard,  published 
by  lohnfon  in  1636,  mentions  it 
not  as  growing  here  ;  and  Par- 
kinfon,  in  his  Theatrum  Bo- 
tanicum,  1640,  fpeaking  of  the 
Cedrus  magna  conifera  Libani, 
fays,  “  The  branches,  fame  fay, 

“  all 
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“  all  grow  upright,  but  others, 
ftra'it  out.”  Evelyn,  whofe 
difcourfe  on  forefl- trees  was  deli¬ 
vered  in  the  Royal  Society  in  1662, 
obferving  that  cedars  throve  in 
cold  climates,  adds,  <e  Why  then 
c<  fhould  they  not  thrive  in  Old 
England  ?  I  know  not,  fave  for 
i(  want  of  induftry  and  trial” 
Hitherto,  I  think,  it  is  pretty 
plfiin  the  cedar  was  unknown  a- 
jnong  us :  and  it  appears  probable, 
that  we  are  indebted  to  the  lafl- 
mentioned  gentleman  for  its  intro¬ 
duction  into  England  ;  for  he  in¬ 
forms  us  in  the  fame  paragraph 
from  which  I  made  the  above  quo¬ 
tation,  that  he  had  received  cones 
and  feeds  from  the  few  trees  re¬ 
maining  on  the  mountains  of  Li- 
banus. 

Something  better  than  twenty 
years  afterwards,  we  find,  among 
Mr.  Ray’s  philofophical  letters, 
the  following  curious  one  addreffed 
to  him  from  Sir  Hans  Sloane: 

(S  London ,  March  7,  1684-5. 

ec  I  was  the  other  day  at  Chel- 
fea,  and  find  that  the  artifices 
ufed  by  Mr.  Watts  have  been 
very  effectual  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  his  plants  ;  infomuch 
6t  that  this  fevere  enough  winter 
**  has  fcarcely  killed  any  of  his 
fine  plants.  One  thing  I  won- 
der  much,  to  fee  the  Cedrus 
44  mentis  Libani ,  the  inhabitant  of 
a  very  different  climate,  fhould 
thrive  fo  well,  as  without  pot  or 
**  green-houfe,  to  be  able  to  pro- 
pagate  itfelf  by  layers  this 
£e  fpring.  Seeds  fovvn  lafi  autumn, 
“  have  as  yet  thriven  well,  and 
**  are  like  to  hold  out:  the  main 
“  artifice  I  ufed  to  them  has  been, 
fe  to  keep  them  from  the  winds, 
which  feern  to  give  a  great  ad- 


**  ditional  force  to  cold  to  defiroy 
“  the  tender  plants.” 

This  is  the  firffc  notice  that  has 
occurred  to  me  of  the  cultivation 
of  the  cedar  among  t  us,  Perhaps 
the  tree  that  propagated  itfelf  by 
layers  in  1684,  might  be  from  the 
feed  received  by  Mr.  Evelyn  ;  and 
the  reputed  age  of  that  at  Hilling¬ 
don  agrees  with  the  time  of  that 
importation  ;  fuppofing  that  im¬ 
portation  was  made  about  the  time 
of  the  delivery  of  the  difcourfe  on 
foreft- trees  :  nor  probably,  not- 
widiftanding  tradition,  is  that  at 
Hendon  to  be  referred  to  a  higher 
date.  Why  Sir  Hans  fhould  won¬ 
der  at  the  cedar  thriving  fo  well 
in  the  open  air  at  Chelfea,  I  know 
not ;  for,  though  it  be  found  in 
the  warmer  climates,  it  is  known 
to  be  a  native  of  the  fnowy  moun¬ 
tains  of  Libanus,  and  confequently 
not  likely  to  be  deilroyed  by  the 
inclemency  of  an  Englifh  winter. 
But,  I  believe,  we  generally  treat 
exotics,  upon  their  firfl  arrival 
among  us,  with  more  tendernefs 
than  they  require.  Perhaps  the 
fear  of  loiing  them  may  be  one 
reafon;  perhaps,  too,  they  may  be 
gradually  habituated  to  endure  a 
degree  of  cold,  which  at  firfl  would 
have  proved  fatal  to  them.  Upon 
the  firfl  introduction  of  the  tea- 
tree,  it  was  either  kept  in  our 
green-houfes,  or,  if  planted  in  the 
open  ground,  matted  or  otherwife 
fheltered  in  the  winter:  we  now 
find  fuch  care  unneceffary.  I  have 
had  one  at  a  degree  N.  of  London, 
thrive  and  blofibm  for  forne  years, 
in  the  open  air,  without  the  flight- 
ell  protection,  in  the  feverefl  win¬ 
ter. 

That  this  little  memoir  may  not 
appear  to  terminate  in  mere  curi- 
ofity,  I  think  it  warrants  me  in 

recom- 
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recommending  the  cultivation  of 
the  cedar  for  common  ufe;  as  it  is 
well  known  to  be  a  very  valuable 
material  in  the  hand  of  the  joiner 
and  cabinet-maker.  Mr.  Miller 
obferved  their  quick  growth  at 
Chelfea,  in  a  poor  gravely  foil  : 
thofe  at  Hendon,  Hillingdon,  and 
Enfield,  fliew  that  they  thrive  as 
well  in  a  very  different  one.  Thofe 
planted  by  the  old  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle  at  Whitton  have  made  the 
happiefl  progrefs ;  and  I  am  allur¬ 
ed  that  a  room  has  been  wainfcot- 
ted  with  their  timber. 

If  thefe  flight  notes  fhould  in¬ 
duce  any  better  informed  perfon 
to  throw  more  light  on  this  fub- 
jeCt,  it  vyould  afford  entertainment 
to  many,  as  well  as  to, 

Hardwick  Houfe ,  Yours,  &c. 

Feb .  1 6,  I77Q.  t 

3  ‘  JOHN  tULLUM. 


An  Account  of  the  Vallais,  and  of 
the  Goitres  and  Idiots  of  that 
Country .  From  Coxe’s  Letters 
from  Swifferland. 

I  Am  now  writing  to  you  from 
the  little  village  ofTrientin 
the  Vallais,  on  my  way  to  the  gla¬ 
ciers  of  Savoy.  From  the  moun¬ 
tain  cf  the  Furca,  its  eaftern  boun¬ 
dary,  two  vaft  ranges  of  Alps  en¬ 
close  the  Vallais  :  the  foutbern 
chain  feparates  it  from  the  Mi- 
lanc-fe.  Piedmont,  and  part,  of 
Savoy ;  the  northern  divides  it 
from  the  canton  of  Berne.  Thefe 
two  chains,  in  their  various  wind¬ 
ings,  form  feveral  frnall  vallies, 
through  which  a  number  of  tor¬ 
rents  rufh  into  the  Rhone,  as  it 
traverfes  the  whole  country  from 
the  Furca  to  St.  Maurice.  A  coun¬ 
try  thus  entirely  enclofed  within 
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high  Alps,  and  confiding  of  plains, 
elevated  valleys,  and  lofty  moun¬ 
tains,  mud  neceffarily  exhibit  a 
great  variety  of  fituations,  cli¬ 
mates,  and  productions.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  the  Vallais  prefents  to  the 
curious  traveller  a  quick  fucceffion 
of  profpeCts,  as  beautiful  as  they 
are  diverfified.  Numberlefs  vine¬ 
yards,  rich  pallure-grounds  covered 
with  cattle,  corn,  flax,  fruit-trees, 
and  wild  forefts :  and  thefe  occa- 
fionally  bordered  by  naked  rocks, 
whofe  fummits  are  crowned  with 
everlafting  fnow,  and  inaccelfible 
glaciers.  This  ftrong  and  flriking 
contrail  between  the  paftoral  and 
the  fublime ;  the  cultivated  and 
the  wild  ;  cannot  but  affect  the 
mind  of  an  obferverwith  the  mod; 
pleafing  emotions. 

As  to  the  productions  of  the 
Vallais;  they  mud  evidently  vary 
in  different  parts,  according  to  the 
great  diversity  of  climates,  by 
which  this  country  is  fo  peculiarly 
didinguilhed.  It  fupplies  more 
than  fufficient  wine  and  corn  for 
the  interior  confumption  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  a  confiderabTe  quantity  cf 
both  are  yearly  exported ;  the  foil 
in  the  midland  and  lower  parts  be¬ 
ing  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile. 
In  the  plain,  where  the  heat  is  col¬ 
lected  and  confined  between  the 
mountains,  the  harvefl  is  fo  very 
forward,  that  it  has  already  for 
fome  time  been  carried  in  :  where¬ 
as,  in  the  more  elevated  parts, 
barley  is  the  only  grain  that  can 
be  cultivated  with  any  fuccefs  ; 
and  the  crop  is  feldom  cut  before 
November.  About  Sion,  the  fig, 
the  melon,  and  all  the  other  fruits 
of  Italy,  ripen  to  perfection  :  in 
conlequence  of  this  Angular  va¬ 
riety  of  climates,  I  tafled  in  the 
fame  day  (what  is  ufually  to  be 
5  had 
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had  only  in  gradual  fucceflion) 
ftrawberries,  cherries,  plumbs, 
pears,  and  grapes ;  each  of  them 
the  natural  growth  of  the  country. 

With  refpeCl  to  manufactures ; 
there  are  none  of  any  confequence : 
and  indeed  the  general  ignorance 
of  the  people  is  no  lefs  remark¬ 
able  than  their  indolence  ;  fo  that 
they  may  be  confidered,  in  regard 
to  knowledge  and  improvements, 
as  feme  centuries  behind  the  Swifs, 
who  are  certainly  a  very  enlighte¬ 
ned  nation.  The  peafants  feldom 
endeavour  to  meliorate  thofe  lands 
where  the  foil  is  originally  bad  ; 
nor  to  make  the  molt  of  thofe, 
which  are  uncommonly  fertile  : 
having  few  wants,  and  being  fatis- 
fied  with  the  fpontaneous  gifts  of 
nature,  they  enjoy  her  bleftings 
without  much  confidering  in  what 
manner  to  improve  them. 

The  beauties  and  varieties  of 
this  country  you  will  find  amply 
and  faithfully  delineated  in  that 
elegant  letter  of  the  Nowvelle  Heloife , 
where  St.  Preux  relates  his  excur- 
fion  into  the  upper  Vallais.  As  to 
the  truth  of  the  defeription  he 
gives,  in  the  fame  letter,  of  the 
manners  of  the  people,  I  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed  to  be  a  com¬ 
petent  judge,  from  the  little  time 
I  have  paded  among  them.  But, 
as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  obferve  and  inquire ;  the 
picture,  although  in  fome  parts 
not  entirely  devoid  of  refemblance, 
is,  upon  the  whole,  confiderably 
heightened. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  the  Val¬ 
lais,  you  will  probably  expeCi, 
that,  according  to  my  promife,  I 
fhould  fend  you  fome  informations 
concerning  the  caufes  which  are 
fuppofed  to  occafion,  or  to  contri¬ 


bute  to  render,  goitrous  perfons 
and  idiots,  fo  remarkably  common 
in  many  parts  of  this  country.  I 
have  indeed  made  all  poflible  re- 
fearches  in  order  to  gain  fome  fa- 
tisfaCtory  intelligence  upon  fo  cu¬ 
rious  a  fubjeCt ;  but  I  have  the 
mortification  to  add,  that  the  very 
faint  lights  I  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  have  left  me  almoft  as 
much  in  the  dark  as  I  was  before : 
you  mull  reft  contented  therefore 
with  mere  conjectures. 

I  fhall  begin  however  with  un¬ 
doubted  faCt.  The  Vallaifans  are 
not  all  equally  fubjeCt  to  the  above 
infirmities  j  but  thofe  chiefly  who 
live  in  or  near  the  lower  parts  of 
the  Vallais,  as  about  Sider,  Sion, 
Martinac,  Sec.  The  people  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  a  robuft  and  hardy  race, 
as  well  thofe  who  dwell  in  the 
places  laft  mentioned,  as  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  more  mountainous 
parts  of  this  country. 

It  is  a  common  notion,  that 
fnow-water  occafions  goiters  :  but 
I  have  fome  reafon  to  think  the 
contrary.  For,  I  have  been  at  fe- 
veral  places,  where  the  inhabitants 
drink  no  other  water  than  what 
they  procure  from  thofe  rivers  and 
torrents,  which  defeend  from  the 
glaciers ;  and  yet  are  not  fubjeCt 
to  this  malady:  indeed  I  have  been 
allured,  thoiigh  I  will  not  venture 
to  anfwer  for  the  truth  of  the  after- 
tion,  that  fvvow-water,  fo  far  from 
being  a  caufe,  is  efteemed  even  a 
preventive.  The  air  of  the  moun¬ 
tains  is  alfo  a  ftrong  prefervative 
againft  them ;  and  goiters  have 
been  known  to  diminilh  upon  ele¬ 
vated  fituations  ;  whereas,  in  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Vallais,  if 
this  excrefcence  once  begins  to 
Ihevv  itfelf,  it  always  continues 
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to  iricreafe  *.  Some  didrids  are 
more  particularly  remarkable  for 
this  diforder  than  others  :  thus,  in 
a  little  village,  near  Sion,  almoft 
all  the  inhabitants  are  goitrous. 

From  thefe  fads  it  feems  reafo- 
nable  to  conclude,  that  goiters  are 
derived  from  certain  local  circum- 
ftances;  and  that  feveral  caufes, 
both  phyfical  and  moral,  may 
jointly  contribute  to  their  produc¬ 
tion.  Among  the  phyfical ;  bad 
water,  and  bad  air,  may,  perhaps, 
be  juftly  afligned,  but  chiefly  the 
former  ;  which,  near  the  particu¬ 
lar  diftrids  above  mentioned,  is 
flagnant,  and  loaded  with  particles 
of  tufo.  The  torrents  alfo,  which 
are  formed  by  the  melting  of  the 
fnows,  diflolve  this  fubftance,  or 
flmilar  ones,  in  their  paflage  :  and 
probably  this  circumftance  has 
given  rife  to  the  notion,  that  fnow- 
water.  Amply  in  itfelf,  occafions 
thefe  goiters ;  but  wherever  it  has 
that  effed,  it  is  ftrongly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  certain  ftony  particles. 
I  was  fhewn  feveral  pools  of  thefe 
flagnant  waters,  which  I  fhould 
have  fuppofed  no  human  being  to 
have  been  capable  of  drinking. 
Among  the  moral  caufes,  which 
may  be  fuppofed  to  concur  in  oc- 
cafloning  thefe  guttural  protube¬ 
rances,  the  inconceivable  lazinefs 
and  negligence  of  thefe  people, 
may  be  mentioned.  For,  they 
rarely  take  the  leaft  precaution  to 
guard  againfl,  or  to  remedy,  the 
ill  effeds  of  their  unwholefome 
water :  indolently  acquiefcing  in 
its  confequences,  they  ufe  no  fort 
of  means  either  to  prevent  or  re¬ 
move  them. 
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The  fame  caufes,  which  feem  to 
produce  the  goiters,  probably  ope¬ 
rate  in  the  cafe  of  idiots  :  for, 
wherever  in  this  country  the  for¬ 
mer  abound,  the  latter  are  alfo  in 
great  numbers.  Such  indeed  is 
the  nice  and  inexplicable  con¬ 
nexion  between  our  bodies  and 
our  minds,  that  the  one  ever  fym- 
pathifes  with  the  other :  we  fee 
that  the  body  fuffers,  whenever  the 
mind  is  deeply  afleded  by  any 
ftrong  impreflion  of  melancholy 
and  diftrefs ;  and,  in  return,  that 
whenever  the  corporeal  frame  is 
impaired  and  fnattered  by  long 
pain  and  ficknefs,  the  underftand- 
ing  alfo  is  equally  out  of  order. 
Fience  it  is  by  no  means  an  ill- 
grounded  conjedure,  that  in  the 
cafe  before  us,  the  fame  caufes 
which  affed  the  body  fhould  alfo 
affed  the  mind ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  the  fame  waters,  &c. 
which  create  obftrudions,  and 
goiters,  fhould  alfo  occaflon  men¬ 
tal  imbecility  and  difarrangement. 
But,  in  conjundion  with  caufes  of 
a  phyfical  nature,  there  is  a  moral 
one  likewife  to  be  taken  into  the 
account :  for  the  children  of  the 
common  people  are  totally  neg- 
leded  by  their  parents ;  and,  with 
no  more  education  than  the  mean- 
eft  brutes,  are,  like  thole,  fuffered 
to  wallow  in  the  dirt,  and  to  eat 
and  drink  whatever  comes  in  their 
way. 

I  faw  feveral  idiots  with  goiters; 
but  I  do  not  mean  to  draw  any 
certain  concluflon  from  that  cir¬ 
cumftance,  For,  though  in  gene¬ 
ral  they  are  the  children  of  goit¬ 
rous  parents,  and  have  frequently 


*  This  difference,  however,  may  he  occafioned  by  the  different  quality  of 
the  water,  as  well  as  by  the  fuperior  purity  of  the  air. 
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tliofe  fwel lings  themfelves ;  yet 
the  contrary  often  happens :  and 
they  are  fometimes  the  offspring 
even  of  healthy  parents,  whofe 
ether  children  are  all  properly  or¬ 
ganized.  So  that,  it  feems,  the 
caufes  above  mentioned  operate 
more  or  iefs  upon  fome  confidtu- 
tions  than  upon  others ;  as  indeed 
is  obfervable  in  ail  epidemical  dif- 
ofders  whatfoever*. 

I  was  informed  at  Sion,  that 
the  number,  both  of  goitrous  per- 
fons,  and  of  idiots,  have  confide- 
rably  decreafed  within  theie  few 
years ;  and  two  reafons  were  align¬ 
ed  :  one  is,  the  laudable  care 
which  the  magillrates  have  taken 
to  dry  up  the  ifagnant  waters  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  and  the  other, 
the  cuftonl  which  now  generally 
prevails  of  fending  the  children  to 
the  mountains  ;  by  which  means 
they  efcape  the  bad  effects  of  the 
unwholefome  air  and  water. 

It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  a 
people  accuftomed  to  fee  thefe  ex- 
crefcences  daily,  will  not  be  at  all 
fhocked  at  their  deformity  ;  but  I 
do  not  find,  as  fome  writers  affert, 
that  they  confider  them  as  beau¬ 
ties  :  I  cannot  believe  that  a  Val- 
laifan  poet  would  venture  to  ad- 
clrefs  a  copy  of  verfes  to  his  mif- 
trefs  in  praife  of  her  goiter.  To 
judge  by  the  accounts  of  fome 


travellers,  one  might  fuppofe,  that 
all  thefe  people,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  were  gifted  with  the  above 
appendage  :  whereas,  in  facf,  as  I 
have  before  remarked,  the  Vallai- 
fans,  in  general,  aj*e  a  robuft, 
hardy  race  of  people  ;  and  all  that 
with  truth  can  be  affirmed,  is, 
that  goitrous  perfons,  and  idiots, 
are  more  abundant  here  than  per¬ 
haps  in  any  ocher  part  of  the 
globe. 

It  has  been  afferted  alfo  by 
fome,  that  tbe  people  very  much 
refpe£l  thefe  idiots,  and  even  con¬ 
fider  them  as  bleflings  from  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  an  affertion  which  is  as 
firongly  contradicted  by  others.  I 
made  many  inquiries  in  order  to 
get  at  the  truth  of  this  matter. 
Upon  my  queftioning  fome  gentle¬ 
men  of  this  country,  whom  I  met 
at  the  baths  of  Leak,  they  treated 
the  notion  as  abfurd  and  falfe : 
but  whether  they  fpoke  their  real 
fentiments,  or  were  unwilling  to 
confirm  what  they  thought  might 
lower  their  countrymen  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  a  ftranger,  will  admit  per¬ 
haps  of  fome  doubt.  For  I  have, 
fince  that  time,  repeatedly  enqui¬ 
red  among  the  lower  fort,  and  am 
convinced, that  the  common  people 
efieem  them  as  bleffings.  They  call 
them  (i  Souls  of  God,  without 
<e  fin  and  there  are  many  pa- 


*  I  was  told  by  a  phyfician  of  the  Vallais,  that  children  are  fometimes  born 
with  goiters  ;  and  I  law  feveral,  fcarce  ten  years  old,  who  had  very  large  ones. 
Thefe  fwellings,  when  they  increafe  to  a  confiderable  magnitude,  check  refpi- 
ration,  and  render  thofe  who  have  them  exceedingly  languid  and  indolent. 
During  my  expedition  through  the  Vallais,  I  obferved  home  of  all  proportions, 
from  the  fize  of  a  walnut  to  the  bigneis  of  a  peck  loaf. 

The  fpecies  of  idiots  I  have  mentioned  above,  and  who  are  deemed  by  many 
authors  as  peculiar  to  the  Vallais,  are  called  Cretins.  Among  thefe  I  alfo  ob- 
ierved  a  kind  of  lenhble  gradation  :  namely,  from  thofe  who,  being  totally 
deaf  and  dumb,  and  incapable  of  helping  themfelves,  give  no  proof  of  their 
exigence,  but  the  mere  animal  fenfations ;  to  others,  who  are  a  little  morn 
animated,  and  po  fiefs  fome  faint  dawnings  of  reafon. 
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rents  who  prefer  thefe  idiot- chil¬ 
dren  to  thofe  whofe  underftandings 
are  perfedl  ;  becaufe,  as  they  are 
incapable  of  intentional  crimina¬ 
lity,  they  confider  them  as  more 
certain  than  the  others  of  happinefs 
in  a  future  date.  Nor  is  this  opi¬ 
nion  entirely  without  fome  good 
effect,  as  it  difpofes  the  parents  to 
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pay  the  greater  attention  to  thofe 
unhappy  beings,  who  are  incap¬ 
able  of  taking  care  of  themfelves. 
Thefe  idiots  are  fuffered  to  marry, 
as  well  among  themfelves  as  with 
others ;  and  thus  the  breed  is,  in 
in  fome  meafure,  prevented  from 
becoming  extindl*. 


*  Since  I  wrote  the  above  letter,  I  have  met  with  an  account  of  thefe  Cretins 
in  the  “  Recherches  Philofophiques  fur  les  Arnericains.”  The  ingenious 
author  compares  them  with  the  Blafards  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien  ;  a  fpecies  of 
beings  who  refemble  the  white  negroes.  He  refers  to  a  memoir  written  ex- 
prefsly  upon  thefe  Cretins ,  by  the  Count  of  Mogiron,  and  read  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  Lyons  :  I  am  lorry  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  this  memoir; 
becaufe,  from  the  charafter  given  of  it  by  the  author  of  the  Recherches  Pbilofo- 
phiques ,  it  muft  contain  fome  very  curious  remarks.  I  fhall  here  fubjoin  his 
account  of  the  Cretins,  as  being,  in  many  refpedts,  more  ample  than  mine ; 
premifing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  by  no  means  appears  thefe  Cretins  are  uni- 
verfally  goiters . 

(t  On  ne  fauroit  mieux  comparer  les  Blafards  quant  a  leurs  facultes,  a  leur 
“  degeneration,  et  a  leur  etat,  qu’aux  Cretins  qu’on  voit  en  affez  grand  nombre 
“  dans  le  Valais,  et  principalement  a  Sion  capitale  de  ce  pays  :  iis  font  fourds, 
<c  muets,  prefque  infenfibles  aux  coups,  et  portent  des  goitres  prodigieux  qui 
leur  defcendent  jufqu’a  la  ceinture  :  ils  font  ni  furieux  ni  malfaifants,  quoiqu’ 
“  abfolument  ineptes  et  incapables  de  penfer ;  ils  n’ont  qu’une  forte  d’attrait 
affez  violent  pour  leurs  befoins  phyfiques,  et  s’abandonnent  aux  plaifirs  de 
“  fens  de  toute  efpece  fans  y  foup^onner  aucune  crime,  aucune  indecence.  Les 
<c  habitans  du  Vallais  regardem  ces  Cretins  conime  les  anges  tutelaires  des 
<c  families,  comme  des  faints ;  on  ne  les  contrarie  jamais,  on  les  foigne  avec 
“  affiduite,  on  n’oublie  rien  pour  les  amufer,  et  pour  fatisfaire  leurs  gouts  et 
ts  leurs  appetits;  les  enfants  n’ofent  les  infulter,  et  les  vieillards  les  refpedlent. 
<l  Ils  ont  la  peau  tres divide  et  naiffent  Cretins,  c’eft-a-dire  auffi  ftupides,  auffi 
“  fimples  qu’il  eft  poffible  de  l’etre  :  les  annees  n’apportent  aucun  changemerrt 
<{  a  leur  etat  d’abrutiffement  :  ils  y  perfiftent  jufqu’a  la  mort,  et  on  ne  connoit 
t(  point  de  remede  capable  de  les  tirer  de  cet  affoupiffement  de  la  raifon,  et  de 
(c  cette  defaillance  du  corps  et  de  l’efprit.  II  y  en  a  des  deux  fexes,  et  on  les 
(e  honore  egalement,  foit  qu’ils  foient  hommes  ou  femmes.  Le  refpect  qu’on. 
<c  porte  a  ces  perfonnes  atteintes  du  Cretinage,  eft  fonde  fur  leur  innocence  et 
“  leur  foibltffe  :  ils  ne  fauroient  pecher,  parce  qu’ils  ne  diftinguent  le  vice  de 
“  la  vertu  ;  ils  ne  fauroient  nuire,  parce  qu’ils  manquent  de  force,  de  vailiance, 
“  ou  d’envie  ;  et  c’eft  juftement  le  cas  des  Blafards,  dent  la  ftupidite  eft  auffi 
“  grande  que  celle  des  Cretins.” 

In  another  part  he  fays,  “  Mr.  De  Maugiron  attribue  les  caufes  du  Creti- 
<£  nage  des  ValJaifans  a  la  malproprete,  a  l’education,  aux  chaleurs  exceffives 
“  des  vallees,  aux  eaux,  et  aux  goitres  qui  font  ccmmuns  a  tons  les  enfans  de 
<e  ce  pays  :  mais  il  y  exifte  prob^blement  une  autre  caufe  fpecifique,  que  3’on 
“  fera  plus  a  portee  de  connoitre  quand  on  fera  parvenu  a  obtenir  la  permiffion 
t(  de  diffequer  un  de  ces  Cretins.” 

See  Recherches  Pholofopkiques  fur  les  Arnericains,  &c.  Par  Mr.  De  P - 

duatrieme  Partie.  Section  /. 
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Account  of  the  Glaciers  of  Savoy, 
and  of  Mont  Bianc.  From  the 
fame . 

UPON  quitting  Trient,  we 
went  along  foiiie  narrow  val- 
lies  through  foreds  of  pines  by  the 
fide  of  the  torrent  of  Trient ;  and 
foon  afterwards  entered  the  valley 
of  Offina,  which  led  us  to  the 
fmall  village  of  that  name  :  a  lit- 
le  way  from  Trient  we  entered 
the  dutchy  of  Faucigny,  which  be¬ 
longs  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
Our  road  was  very  rugged,  till 
we  arrived  at  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouny  ;  the  great  mountains  and 
glaciers  of  Savoy  riiing  majedi- 
cally  before  us.  1 

There  are  live  glaciers,  which 
extend  aimed  to  the  plain  of  the 
vale  of  Chamounv,  and  are  fepa- 
rated  by  wild  foreds,  corn-fields, 
and  rich  meadows  :  fo  that  im- 
menfe  tra&s  of  ice  are  blended 
with  the  highed  cultivation,  and 
perpetually  fucceed  to  each  other 
in  the  mod  fingular  and  driking 
viciditude.  All  thefe  feveral  val- 


lies  of  ice,  which  lie  chiefly  ia 
the  hollows  of  the  mountains,  and 
are  fome  leagues  in  length,  unite 
together  at  the  foot  of  Mont 

O 

Blanc ;  the  highed  mountain  in 
Europe,  and  probably  of  the  an- 
tient  world. 

According  to  the  calculations 
of  Mr.  De  Luc,  (by  whofe  im¬ 
provement  of  the  barometer,  ele¬ 
vations  are  taken  with  .  a  degree 
of  accuracy  before  unattainable,) 
the  heighth  of  this  mountain  above 
the  level  of  the  fea is  2391  ^-French 
toifes.  Mr.  De  SaulTure,  profef- 
for  of  natural  philofophy  at  Ge¬ 
neva,  has  made  ufe  of  the  above 
barometer  in  meafuring  the  eleva¬ 
tion  of  feveral  very  confiderable 
mountains.  This  great  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  barometer  marks  a 
didinguifhed  sera  in  the  hidorv  of 
natural  philofophy  ;  as,  before  it 
was  reftihed  by  that  ingenious  na= 
turalid,  Mr.  De  Luc,  its  uncer¬ 
tainty  was  lb  great,  that  there  was 
no  relying  upon  the  menfurations, 
which  had  been  taken  by  that  in¬ 
dr  ument  *. 

I  am 


*  It  was  bv  this  means  that  Mr.  De  Luc  found  the  altitude  of  the  glacier  of 
Buet $  and  from  thence  lie  took  geometrically  the  elevation  of  Mont  Blanc  above 
the  Buet.  The  labours  of  this  celebrated  naturallft,  and  his  rules  for  com¬ 
puting  heighths  by  the  barometer,  are  to  be  found  in  his  very  valuable  trea- 
tife,  “  Sur  les  Modifications  de  V Atmofph ere."  Thefe  rules  are  explained,  and 
his  tables  reduced  to  Englilh  meal'ure,  by  Dr.  Malkelyne,  Ri  A.  $  and  dill 
more  fully  by  Dr.  Horfley,  fecretary  to  the  Royal  Society  :  both  thefe  trea¬ 
ties  are  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions  for  the  year  1774. 

The  accuracy  of  the  barometrical  meafurements  made  by  Mr.  De  Luc,  was 
verified  by  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  in  a  number  of  ingenious  experiments 
towards  afeertaining  the  elevation  of  fome  of  the  mountains  of  Savoy,  a  Ihort 
time  before  I  arrived  at  Geneva*  He  followed  Mr.  De  Luc’s  method  5  took 
the  heighths  of  feveral  mountains,  reciprocally,  by  barometrical  and  geome¬ 
trical  obfervations  ;  and  he  perceived  that  the  former  coincided  almoll  exactly 
with  the  latter. 

Having  found  the  elevation  of  the  fumrtiit  of  the  Mole ,  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  above  the  furface  of  the  lake  of  Geneva  5  he  took  from  thence  the 
geometrical  altitude  of  Mont  Blanc. 

During  the  courfe  of  thele  experiments,  he  was  enabled  to  correct  fome  trif- 
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1  am  convinced,  from  the  filia¬ 
tion  of  Mont  Blanc;  from  the 
heighths  of  the  mountains  around 
it  ;  from  its  fuperior  elevation 
above  them  ;  and  its  being  feen 
at  a  great  diftance  from  all  fides ; 
that  it  is  higher  than  any  moun¬ 
tain  in  Swifferland;  which,  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt,  is,  next  to  Mont 
Blanc,  the  higheft  ground  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  That  it  is  more  elevated 
than  any  part  of  Afia  and  Africa, 
is  an  aflertion  that  can  only  be 
made  good  by  comparing  the  ju¬ 
dicious  calculations  of  modern  tra¬ 
vellers,  with  the  exaggerated  ac¬ 
counts  of  former  ones ;  and  by 
fhewing  that  there  is  no  mountain 
in  thole  two  quarters  of  the  globe, 
the  altitude  whereof,  when  ac¬ 
curately  taken,  amounts  to  2,400 
toifes*. 

Perhaps  in  no  inftance  has  the 
imagination  of  man  been  more 
creative,  or  more  given  to  ampli¬ 
fication,  than  in  afcertaining  the 
heighths  of  mountains.  I  have 
been  confiderably  amufed  to-day 
with  confidering  this  article  in 


Gruner’s  defcription  of  the  Swifs 
glaciers.  In  cgie  of  the  chapters, 
he  has  given  the  altitude  of  fome 
of  the  moft  remarkable  mountains 
of  the  globe,  agreeably  to  the 
calculations  of  feveral  famous  geo¬ 
graphers  and  travellers,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern. 

According  to  Strabo,  thel  Toifes. 

higheft  mountain  of  the  f  •  .  T  T 

•  ,1  >  3>4-ii 

antient  world  was  a-  1 

bout.  J 

According  to  Riccioli  -  58,216 

According  to  Father  Kir- 
cher,  who  took  the 
elevations  of  mountains 
by  the  uncertain  me¬ 
thod  of  meafuring  their 
fhadows, 

MStna  is  -  -  4,000 

The  Pike  of  Teneriff  10,000 
Mount  Athos  -  -  20,000 

Lariffa  in  Egypt  -  -  28,000 

But  thefe  feveral  calculations 
are  evidently  fo  extravagant,  that 
their  exaggeration  cannot  but 
ftrike  the  molt  common  obferver. 
If  we  confult  the  more  f  modern 

and 


ling  errors  that  had  crept  into  Mr.  De  Luc's  computations;  to  improve  ftill 
farther  the  difcoveries  of  the  latter;  and  has  facilitated  the  means  of  taking  ele¬ 
vations,  by  Amplifying  the  tables  and  rules  necelfarv  for  that  purpofe. 

The  height  of  Mont  Blanc ,  according  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  is 
15,662  feet  perpendicular  above  the  level  of  the  lea;  according  to  Mr.  De 
Luc  2391.1  French  toifes  :  which,  reduced  to  our  meafure,  gives  15,303  feet; 
if  the  proportion  of  the  French  to  the  Englilh  foot  be  nearly  as  15  to  16,  with¬ 
out  confidering  the  fraction.  The  difference  is  only  359  feet. 

[See  Sir  George  Schuckborough' s  Obfercvatians  made  in  Savoy.] 

'  General  Pfiffer  indeed  computes  the  heighth  of  the  Scbereckhorn  (the  mod 
■levated  of  the  Alps  in  the  canton  of  Berne)  as  equal  to  2,4.00  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea :  a  calculation,  however,  which  is  probably  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated.  For  although,  as  I  am  informed,  his  method  of  taking  elevations 
is  in  itfelf  exaff  ;  yet  as  he  does  not  correct  the  difference  occasioned  by  the 
refra&ions  of  the  atmofphere;  he  confequently  affigns  too  great  an  heighth. 
Neverthelels,  as  he  accurately  preferves  the  different  proportions,  this  exaggera¬ 
tion  may  be  eafily  reduced  to  the  true  ftandard.  Probably  the  Sbereckhorn 
will  be  found  to  be  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  old  world,  excepting  Mont 
Blanc. 

f  In  order  to  determine  with  abfolute  certainty  that  Mont  Blanc  is  the  high¬ 
eft  point  of  the  old  world,  it  would  be  ncceffary  to  eftimate,  by  the  fame  mode 
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and  rational  accounts,  it  appears 
that  the  Pike  of  Teneriff  and 
.^Etna  have  been  frequently  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  higheft  moun¬ 
tains  of  the  globe.  The  former  is 

O 

eftimated  by  fome  natural  philo- 
fophers,  to  be  3,000  toifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea ;  but,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Feuillee,  this  elevation 
is  reduced  to  2,070  toifes  (and 
this  meafurement  too  is  probably 
fomewhat  beyond  the  truth)  where¬ 
as  FEtna,  by  the  accurate  compu¬ 
tations  of  Mr.  De  Sauifure,  rifes 
only  *  1672  toifes  above  the  fea. 
So  that  from  thefe  obfervaticns, 
as  well  as  from  thofe  which  have 
been  made  by  other  travellers, 
whole  fkill  may  be  depended  upon. 


it  will  appear  that  there  are  few 
mountains,  except  thofe  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  (the  elevation  whereof  reaches, 
according  to  Condamine,  to  above 
3,000  toifes)  which  are  equal  in 
heighth  to  Mont  Blanc . 

The  accefs  to  Mont  Blanc  has 
been  hitherto  found  impracticable. 
About  two  months  ago  four  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Chamouny  attempted  to 
reach  it ;  and  fet  out  from  that 
village  at  ten  in  the  evening. 
After  above  fourteen  hours  molt 
violent  fatigue,  employed  in  mount¬ 
ing  rugged  and  dangerous  af- 
cents,  in  croffing  feveral  vallies 
of  ice,  and  large  plains  of  fnow, 
which  was  in  fome  parts  fo  loofe, 
that  they  funk  in  it  down  to  the 


of  menfuration,  Mont  Blanc,  the  Schereckhorn,  the  Pike  of  Teneriff,  the 
mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Africa,  the  Taurus,  and  the  Caucafus. 

The  latter  have  long  been  deemed  the  higheft  mountains  of  Afia ;  and  fome 
philofophers,  upon  confidering  the  great  fuperiority,  which  the  eaftern  rivers 
have  over  the  European,  both  in  depth  and  breadth,  have  drawn  from  thence  a 
prefumptive  argument,  that  the  Afiatic  mountains  are  much  more  elevated  than 
thofe  of  Europe.  But  conjectures  are  now  banilhed  from  natural  philofophy  : 
and,  till  fome  perfon  of  fufficient  ability  fhall  (hew  from  undoubted  calcula¬ 
tions,  that  the  higheft  part  of  the  Caucafus  rifes  more  than  15,000  feet  above 
the  l^vel  of  the  fea,  Mont  Blanc  may  be  fairly  confidered  as  more  elevated. 

N.  B.  Throughout  the  text  I  have  made  ufe  of  the  French  toile,  confifting 
of  fix  French  feet. 

*  About  10,660  Englifh  feet.  According  to  Sir  George  Sch u c k b o r 0 ’ : ~h 
*0,954  :  who  fays,  u  I  have  ventured  to  compute  the  heighth  of  this  celebrated 
61  mountain  from  my  own  tables,  though  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  De  Snufi- 
(c  fare,  in  177 3,  which  that  gentleman  obligingly  communicated  to  me,  I 

will  ferve  to  Ihew  that  this  Volcano  is  by  no  means  the  higheft  mountain  of 
tc  the  old  world  $  and  that  Vefuvius,  placed  upon  Mount  ./Etna,  would  not 
tc  be  equal  to  the  heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  which  I  take  to  be  the  moft  elevated 
“  point  in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa.” 

X  am  happy  to  find  my  conjeflures  corroborated  by  that  ingenious  and  accu¬ 
rate  obferver. 

Feet. 

Heighth  of  ./Etna,  according  to  Sir  George  —  —  —  10,954 

Of  Vefuvius,  according  to  Mr.  De  Sauffure  — -  — —  3,900 

Of  both  together  —  \ -  —  —  —  34,854 


Heighth  of  Mont  Blanc,  according  to  Sir  George 

_  A }  '  D 


Difference, 


Vefuvius  taken 
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or  the  height  of  Mont  Blanc  above  that  of  .ZEtna  and  ^ 


together 


t5,66z 
808 
waift ; 


NATURAL 

waifl ;  they  found  themfelves  upon 
the  fummit  next  to  Mont  Blanc. 
At  firft  fight  it  appeared  fcarce  a 
league  diftant :  however,  they  foon 
difcovered  that  the  clearnefs  of 
the  air,  the  extraordinary  white- 
nefs  of  the  fnow,  and  the  heighth 
of  that  mountain,  made  it  feem 
nearer  than  it  was  in,  reality  ;  and, 
they  perceived  with  regret,  that  it 
would  require  at  leaffc  four  hours 
more  to  arrive  at  it,  even  fup- 
pofing  it  were  practicable.  But 
as  the  day  was  now  far  advanced, 
and  the  vapours  towards  the  fum¬ 
mit  of  Mont  Blan.c  began  to  ga¬ 
ther  into  clouds ;  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  return  without  having  ac¬ 
complifhed  their  enterprife.  They 
had  no  time  to  lofe  :  and  as  they 
were  returning  in  great  hafte,  one 
of  the  party  flipped  down  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  leap  over  a  chafm  of 
ice.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  lori£ 
pole,  fpiked  with  iron,  which  he 
had  ftruck  into  the  ice  on  the 
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other  fide  of  the  opening ;  and 
upon  this  he  hung  dreadfully  fuf- 
pended  for  a  few  moments,  until 
he  was  taken  out  by  his  compa¬ 
nions.  The  danger  he  had  juft 
efcaped,  made  fuch  an  impreffion 
upon  him,  that  he  fainted  away, 
and  continued  for  fome  time  in. 
that  fituation  :  he  was  at  length, 
however,  brought  to  himfelf,  and, 
though  confiderably  bruifed,  he 
fufficiently  recovered  to  be  able  to 
go  on.  They  did  not  arrive  at 
Chamouny  till  eight  that  evening, 
after  having  pafied  two  and  twenty 
hours  of  inconceivable  fatigue, 
and  being  more  than  once  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  lofing  their  lives  in  thofe 
defolate  regions  ;  but,  as  fome 
fort  of  recompence  for  fo  much 
danger  and  fatigue,  they  have  the 
fatisfaCtion,  at  leaft,  to  boafi:  of 
having  approached  nearer  to  Mont 
Blanc  than  any  former  adventur¬ 
ers  *. 


I  am,  &c. 


*  According  to  Sir  George  Schuckborough,  the  fummit  to  which  they  ar¬ 
rived,  is  more  than  13,000  feet  above  the  Mediterranean.  Thefe  per fons  how¬ 
ever  do  not  feem  to  have  taken  fufficient  precautions  for  fo  perilous  an  enter- 
prize  :  for  the  expedition  was  not  only  hazardous  to  a  great  degree,  but  it  was 
alfo  too  fatiguing  and  too  difficult  to  be  accomplifhed  within  twenty-four 
hours.  They  ought  to  have  fet  out  in  the  morning,  have  taken  furs  with 
them,  and,  if  poffible,  have  found  fome  proper  place  in  which  to  have  pafied 
the  night.  If  that  could  have  been  accomplifhed,  and  if  by  any  means  they 
could  have  guarded  themfelves  againft  the  piercing  cold,  they  would  have  beea 
fufficiently  refreffied  the  next  morning  to  purfue  their  expedition  ;  and  would 
not  have  found  themfelves,  after  advancing  within  four  hours  of  Mont  Bl,anc, 
fo  fatigued  and  terrified  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  ;  nor  the  day  fo  far  fpent, 
that,  had  they  gone  on,  they  muft  have  been  overtaken  by  darknefs,  and  wou’d 
probably  have  either  fallen  down  one  of  the  precipices,  or  have  perilhed  with, 
cold. 
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Account  of  the  late  Dr.  Knight’.? 
Method  of  making  artificial  Load - 
Jiones ;  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Wil- 
fon,  F.  R.  S. 

fFrom  the  Philofophical  TranfadHons.] 

HE  method  of  making  arti- 
dcial  Loadftones,  as  it  was 
difcovered  and  praftifed  by  the 
late  Dr.  Gowin  Knight,  being 
unknown  to  the  public,  and  I 
myfelf  having  been  frequently 
prefent  when  the  doflor  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  mod  material  Heps 
of  that  curious  procefs,  I  thought 
a  communication  thereof  would 
be  agreeable  to  you  and  the  philo- 
fophic  world. 

The  method  was  this :  having 
provided  himfelf  with  a  large 
quantity  of  clean  filings  of  iron, 
he  put  them  into  a  large  tub  that 
was  more  than  one-third  filled 
with  dean  water:  he  then,  with 
great  labour,  worked  the  tub  to 
and  fro  for  many  hours  together, 
that  the  friction  between  the 
grains  of  iron  by  this  treatment 
might  break  off  fuch  fmaller  parts 
as  would  remain  fufpended  in  the 
water  for  a  time.  The  obtain¬ 
ing  of  thofe  very  final  1  particles 
in  fuffident  quantity  feemed  to 
him  to  be  one  of  the  principal  de~ 
ffderata  in  the  experiment. 

The  water  being  by  this  treat¬ 
ment  rendered  very  muddy,  he 


poured  the  fame  into  a  clean 
earthen  veffel,  leaving  the  filings 
behind  ;  and  when  the  water  had 
flood  long  enough  to  become  clear, 
he  poured  it  out  carefully,  with¬ 
out  difturbing  fuch  of  the  iron  fe- 
diment  as  dill  remained,  which 
now  appeared  reduced  almod  to 
impalpable  powder.  This  powder 
was  afterwards  removed  into  ano¬ 
ther  veffel,  in  order  to  dry  it  ; 
but  as  he  had  not  obtained  a  pro¬ 
per  quantity  thereof,  by  this  one 
dep,  he  was  obliged  to  repeat  the 
procefs  many  times. 

Having  at  lad  procured  enough 
of  this  very  fine  powder,  the  next 
thing  to  be  done  was  to  make  a 
pade  of  it,  and  that  with  fome  ve¬ 
hicle  which  would  contain  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  the  phlogi- 
flic  principle  ;  for  this  purpoie 
he  had  recourfe  to  linfeed  oil,  in 
preference  to  all  other  fluids. 

With  thefe  two  ingredients  only 
he  made  a  diff  palle,  and  took 
particular  care  to  knead  it  well  be¬ 
fore  he  moulded  it  into  convenient 
fnapes. 

Sometimes,  whild  the  pade  con¬ 
tinued  in  its  foft  date,  he  would 
put  the  impreffion  of  a  feal  upon 
the  feveral  pieces  :  one  of  which 
is  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum. 

This  pade  was  then  put  upon 
wood,  and  fometiines  on  tiles,  in 
order  to  bake  or  dry  it  before  a 

moderate 
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moderate  fire,  at  a  foot  diftance  or 
thereabouts. 

The  do&or  found,  that  a  mo¬ 
derate  fire  was  moft  proper,  be- 
cau/e  a  greater  degree  of  heat  made 
the  compofition  frequently  crack 
in  many  places. 

The  time  required  for  the  bak¬ 
ing  or  drying  of  this  pafte  was  ge¬ 
nerally  five  or  fix  hours  before  it 
attained  a  fufficient  degree  of  hard- 
nefs.  When  that  was  done,  and 
the  feveral  baked  pieces  were  be¬ 
come  cold,  he  gave  them  their 
magnetic  virtue  in  any  direc¬ 
tion  he  plealed,  by  placing  them 
between  the  extreme  ends  of  his 
large  magazine  of  artificial  mag¬ 
nets  for  a  few  feconds  or  more,  as 
he  faw  occafion. 

By  this  method  the  virtue  they 
acquired  was  fuch,  that  when  any 
one  of  thofe  pieces  was  held  be¬ 
tween  two  of  his  beft  ten  guinea 
bars,  with  its  poles  purpofely  in¬ 
verted,  it  immediately  of  itfelf 
turned  about  to  recover  its  na¬ 
tural  direction,  which  the  force 
of  thofe  very  powerful  bars  was 
not  fufficient  to  counteract. 

X  am ,  c * 


A  Method  to  make  Potatoe  -  Bread 
without  the  Admixture  of  Flour , 
hy  M.  Parmentier,  Member  of 
the  College  of  Pharmacy ,  Royal 
Cenjor,  &c.  of  the  Royal  Print¬ 
ing-Office  at  Paris. 


Of  the  Starch. 

TH  E  potatoes  mult  be  well 
wafhed  ;  they  mull  be  ground 
fine  with  the  affiftance  of  a  tin 
rafp  ;  they  are  thereby  converted 
into  a  liquid  pafte,  which  mult 
be  diluted  in  water,  and  well  agi¬ 
tated,  in  order  to  empty  it  into  a 


R  O  J  E  C  T  3: 


fieve  placed  over  a  proper  veflek 
The  water  pafles  with  the  ftarch  of 
the  potatoes ;  this  itarch  mult  be 
well  waffied  in  feveral  waters ;  it 
is  to  be  divided  into  fmall  pieces, 
and  expofed  to  the  air,  in  order  to 
dry  it:  it  is  of  a  moil:  exquifite 
whitenefs.  The  fubllance  which 
remains  in  the  fieve  is  the  moft 
fibrous  part;  it  muft  be  dried  af¬ 
ter  all  the  moifture  is  prefled  out 
of  it ;  it  may  be  ufed  in  the  com¬ 
pofition  of  brown  bread,  or  may 
be  given  in  that  ftate  to  poultry. 

Remarks. — One  pound  of  po¬ 
tatoes  contains  three  ounces  of 
ftarch,  two  ounces  of  fibrous  fub- 
ftance  and  extractive  matter,  and 
eleven  ounces  of  vegetative  wa¬ 
ter.  Thefe  fubftances  vary  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  foil 
and  the  fpecies  of  the  potatoe.  Xc 
is  to  clear  this  root  from  the  fb~ 
perabundance  of  water  which  it 
contains,  and  to  feparate  the  ftarch 
from  the  other  fubftances  which 
conftitute  the  potatoe,  that  the 
foregoing  procefs  is  put  in  prac¬ 
tice.  You  may*  in  lieu  of  a  rafp, 
which  renders  the  operation  te¬ 
dious,  fubftitute  a  broad  wheel 
with  double  parallel  fpokes,  upon, 
the  fame  axis  or  axletree,  ftiod 
with  plate  iron,  ftamped  with  holes, 
inftead  of  bands  of  iron,  or  any 
other  inftrument ;  befides,  necefii- 
ty  and  practice  will  foon  clear  up 
that  point. 

The  ftarch  extracted  from  po¬ 
tatoes  has  this  advantage  ;  that  it 
may  be  kept  for  many  years  with¬ 
out  the  leaft  alteration,  and  will 
ftili  fubfift  without  corruption, 
or  untouched  in  a  frozen  pota¬ 
toe,  even  when  animals  will  not 
eat  it. 

Of  the  Pulp.  —  Put  the  potatoes 
in  boiling-water ;  when  they  are 
H  %  boiled 
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boiled  enough,  cart  away  the  wa¬ 
ter,  and  peel  them ;  and,  with 
the  affiftance  of  a  wooden  roller, 
reduce  them  into  a  pafte,  which, 
by  grinding,  grows  fiiff  and  elaftic. 
When  there  are  no  more  clots  or 
lumps  in  the  whole  mafs,  then  the 
pulp  is  in  perfection. 

Remarks. — The  parts  which 
conftitute  the  potatoe  are  in  its 
natural  ftate  divided ;  after  boil¬ 
ing,  thefe  parts  are  fo  united  as 
to  be  but  one  homogeneous  mafs. 
The  ffarch,  the  fibrous  fubftance 
which  floated,  as  one  may  fay, 
in  the  vegetative  water,  are  in  it 
diflolved. 

It  is  from  this  very  Ample  ope¬ 
ration  that  the  whole  fabrication 
of  potatoe-bread  depends ;  with¬ 
out  it,  no  panification  :  moreover, 
the  potatoe  muft  neceffarily  be  in 
that  ftate  when  we  intend  to  mix 
it  with  any  other  grain,  fuch  as 
buck-wheat,  barley,  or  oats :  un¬ 
der  any  other  form,  its  union  with 
thefe  forts  of  grain  will  make,  at 
bell,  but  a  coarfe  bread. 

Of  the  Bread. — Take  five  pounds 
of  dried  ffarch,  and  five  pounds  of 
the  pulp  ;  diflolve  a  fuitable  quan¬ 
tity  of  leaven  or  yeaft  in  warm 
water  the  eve  or  nip-ht  before. 
The  mixture  being  exactly  made, 
let  it  lie  ail  night  in  a  kneading 
trough,  well  covered  and  kept 
warm  until  the  next  day  ;  this  is 
the  fecond  leaven  ;  then  add  five 
pounds  more  of  ffarch,  and  the 
fame  quantity  of  pulp,  and  knead 
it  well.  The  water  mull  be  in 
proportion  as  a  fifth  part,  that  is 
to  fay,  that  upon  twenty  pounds 
of  pads  there  muft  be  five  pounds 
of  the  water.  You  muft  obferve 
that  the  water  be  ufed  as  hot  as 


The  pafte  being  completely 
kneaded,  it  muft  be  divided  into 
fmall  loaves:  this  bread  requires 
flow  preparation,  and  the  oven 
muft  be  equally  and  moderately 
heated  :  it  will  require  two  hours 
baking. 

The  fait  with  which  they  fea- 
fon  the  bread  in  fome  provinces 
is  alfo  neceflary  for  this  :  the 
quantity  depends  on  the  tafte ; 
but  half  a  drachm  feems  to  be  fuffi- 
cient. 

Any  one  may  eafily  conceive 

that  this  abftraCl  cannot  wholly 

give  an  idea  of  the  procefs,  and 

that  thofe  who  have  the  fabrica- 

* 

tion  of  this  bread  at  heart  muft 
be  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
their  own  experience,  becaufe  no 
exadl  account  is  to  be  expeded 
when  a  new  preparation  is  to  be 
performed. 


Description  of  a  mofi  effectual  Method 
of  fecuring  Buildings  againfi  Fire , 
invented  hy  Charles  Lord  Vif- 
count  Mahon,  F .  R.  S. 

[From  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlions.] 

HE  new  and  very  Ample- 
method  which  I  have  difeo- 
vered  of  fecuring  every  kind  of 
building  (even  though  conftrudled 
of  timber)  againft  all  danger  of 
fire,  may  very  properly  be  divided 
into  three  parts ;  namely,  under¬ 
flooring,  extra-lathing,  and  inter- 
fecuring,  which  particular  methods 
may  be  applied,  in  part  or  in 
whole,  to  different  buildings,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  various  circum- 
ftances  attending  their  conftruc- 
tion,  and  according  to  the  degree 
of  accumulated  fire,  to  which  each 
of  thefe  buildings  may  be  expofed, 

from 
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from  the  different  ufes  to  which 
they  are  meant  to  be  appropriat¬ 
ed.  The  method  of  under-flooring 
may  be  divided  into  two  parts  ; 
•viz.  into  flngle  and  double  under- 
flooring. 

The  method  of  flngle  under-floor¬ 
ing  is  as  follows :  A  common  ftrong 
lath,  of  about  one  quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  (either  of  oak  or  fir) 
fhould  be  nailed  againft  each  fide 
of  every  joift,  and  of  every  main 
timber,  which  fupports  the  floor 
intended  to  be  fecured.  Other 
flmilar  laths  ought  then  to  be 
nailed  the  whole  length  of  the 
joifts,  with  their  ends  butting 
againg  each  other  :  thefe  are  what 
I  call  the  fillets .  The  top  of  each 
fillet  ought  to  be  at  one  inch  and 
a  half  below  the  top  of  the  joifts 
or  timbers  againft  which  they  are 
nailed.  Thefe  fillets  will  then 
form,  as  it  were,  a  fort  of  fmall 
ledge  on  each  fide  of  all  the  joifts. 

When  the  fillets  are  going  to  be 
nailed  on,  fome  of  the  rough  plaf- 
ter  hereafter  mentioned  muft  be 
fpread  with  a  trowel  all  along  that 
fide  of  each  of  the  fillets  which  is 
to  lay  next  to  the  joifts,  in  order 
that  thefe  fillets  may  be  well  bed¬ 
ded  therein,  when  they  are  nailed 
on,  fo  that  there  fhould  not  be 
any  interval  between  the  fillets 
and  the  joifts.  A  great  number 
of  any  common  laths  (either  of 
oak  or  fir)  muft  be  cut  nearly  to 
the  length  of  the  width  of  the  in¬ 
tervals  between  the  joifts.  Some 
of  the  rough  plafter  referred  to 
above  ought  to  be  fpread  with  a 
trowel,  fuccefiively  upon  the  top 
of  all  the  fillets,  and  along  the 
fides  of  that  part  of  the  joifts  which 
is  between  the  top  of  the  fillets 
and  the  upper  edge  of  the  joifts. 
The  fhort  pieces  of  common  laths 
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juft  mentioned  ought  (in  order  to 
fill  up  the  intervals  between  the 
joifts  that  fupport  the  floor)  to  be 
laid  in  the  contrary  direction  to 
the  joifts,  and  clofe  together  in  a 
row,  fo  as  to  touch  one  another, 
as  much  as  the  want  of  ftraitnefs 
in  the  laths  will  poftibly  allow, 
without  the  laths  lapping  over 
each  other  ;  their  ends  muft  reft 
upon  the  fillets  fpoken  of  above, 
and  they  ought  to  be  well  bedded 
in  the  rough  plafter.  It  is  not 
proper  to  ufe  any  nails  to  fallen 
down  either  thefe  fhort  pieces  of 
laths,  or  thofe  fhort  pieces  here¬ 
after  mentioned. 

Thefe  fhort  pieces  of  laths 
ought  then  to  be  covered  with  one 
thick  coat  of  the  rough  plafter 
fpoken  of  hereafter,  which  fhould 
be  fpread  all  over  them,  and  which 
fhould  be  brought,  with  a  trowel, 
to  be  about  level  with  the  tops 
of  the  joifts,  but  not  above  them. 
This  rough  plafter  in  a  day  or 
two  fhould  be  trowelled  all  over 
clofe  home  to  the  ftdes  of  the 
joifts ;  but  the  tops  of  the  joifts 
ought  not  to  be  any  ways  covered 
with  it. 

The  method  of  double  under-floor¬ 
ing  is,  in  the  firft  part  of  it,  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame  as  the  method  juft 
deferibed.  The  fillets  and  the 
fhort  pieces  of  laths  are  applied 
in  the  fame  manner;  but  the  coat 
of  rough  plafter  ought  to  be  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  half  as  thick  as 
the  coat  of  rough  plafter  applied 
in  the  method  of  flngle  under  floor¬ 
ing.  ' 

In  the  method  of  double  under¬ 
flooring,  as  faft  as  this  coat  of 
rough  plafter  is  laid  on,  fome  more 
of  the  fhort  pieces  of  laths,  cut  as 
above  directed,  muft  be  laid  in 
the  intervals  between  the  joifts  upon 
H  3  J  the 
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the  firft  coat  of  rough  plafter ;  and 
each  of  thefe  fhort  laths  mull  be, 
one  after  the  other,  bedded  deep 
and  quite  found  into  this  rough 
plaifter  whilft  it  is  foft.  Thefe 
fhort  pieces  of  laths  Ihould  be  laid 
alfo  as  clofe  as  pofiible  to  each 
other,  and  in  the  fame  direction 
as  the  firlt  layer  of  fhort  laths. 

A  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  pi  after  fhouid  then  be  fpread 
over  this  fecond  layer  of  fhort 
laths,  as  there  was  upon  the  firft 
layer  above  defcribed.  This  coat 
of  rough  plafter  fhouid  (as  above 
diredled  for  the  method  of  Jtngle 
under -flooring)  be  trowelled  level 
with  the  tops  of  the  joifts,  but 
it  ought  not  to  rife  above  them. 
The  fooner  this  fecond  coat  of 
rough  plafter  is  fpread  upon  the 
fecond  layer  of  fhort  laths  juft  men¬ 
tioned  the  better.  What  follows 
Is  common  to  the  method  of  fingle 
as  well  as  to  that  of  double  under- 
flooring. 

Common  coarfe  lime  and  hair 
(fuch  as  generally  ferves  for  the 
pricking  up  coat  in  plaftering)  may 
be  ufed  for  all  the  purpofes  before 
or  hereafter  mentioned  ;  but  it  is 
conliderably  cheaper,  and  even 
much  better,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  to 
make  ufe  of  hay  inftead  of  hair, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  plafter- 
work  from  cracking.  The  hay 
ought  to  be  chopped  to  about  three 
inches  in  length,  but  no  fhorter. 
One  meafure  of  common  rough 
/and,  two  meafures  of  flacked 
lime ,  and  three  meafures  but  not 
lefs  of  chopped  hay,  will  prove 
in  general,  a  very  good  propor¬ 
tion,  when  fufficiently  beat  up  to¬ 
gether  in  the  manner  of  common 
mortar.  The  hay  muft  be  well 
dragged  in  this  kind  of  rough 
plafter,  and  well  intermixed  with 
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it ;  but  the  hay  ought  never  to  be 
put  in,  till  the  two  other  ingre¬ 
dients  are  well  beat  up  together 
with  water.  This  rough  plafter 
ought  never  to  be  made  thin  for 
any  of  the  work  mentioned  in 
this  paper.  The  ftiffer  it  is  the 
better,  provided  it  be  not  too  dry 
to  be  fpread  properly  upon  the 
laths,  df  the  flooring  boards  are 
required  to  be  laid  very  foon,  a 
fourth  or  a  fifth  part  of  quick 
lime  in  powder,  very  well  mixed 
with  this  rough  plafter  juft  before 
it  is  ufed,  will  caufe  it  to  dry  very 
faft. 

I  have  pra&ifed  this  method  in 
an  extenfive  work  with  great  ad¬ 
vantage.  In  three  weeks  this 
rough  plafter  grows  perfedlly  dry. 
The  rough  plafter,  fo  made,  may 
be  applied  at  all  limes  of  the 
year  with  the  greater!  fuccefs. 
The  eafieft  method,  by  much,  of 
reducing  quick  lime  to  powder  is  by 
dropping  a  fmall  quantity  of  water 
on  the  lime-ftone,  a  little  while 
before  the  powder  is  intended  to 
be  ufed :  the  lime  will  ftill  re¬ 
tain  a  very  fufiicient  degree  of 
heat. 

When  the  rough  plafter-work 
between  the  ioifts  has  got  tho¬ 
roughly  dry,  it  ought  to  be  ob¬ 
served,  whether  or  not,  there  be 
any  fmall  cracks  in  it,  particu¬ 
larly  next  to  the  joifts.  If  there 
are  any,  they  ought  to  be  vvaftied 
over  with  a  brufh,  wet  with  mortar - 
<wajh,  which  will  effedlually  clofe 
them  ;  but  there  will  never  be  any 
cracks  at  all,  if  the  chopped  hay 
and  the  quicklime  be  properly  made 
ufe  of. 

The  mortar-wafh  I  make  ufe  of 
is  merely  this.  About  two  mea¬ 
fures  of  quick  lime,  and  one  mea¬ 
fure  of  comrnop  fandj  fhouid  be 

put 


USEFUL 

put  into  a  pail,  and  fhould  be 
well  ftirred  up  with  water,  till  the 
water  grows  very  thick,  lb  as  to  be 
almoft  of  the  confiftency  of  a  thin 
jelly.  This  wa(h,  when  ufed,  will 
grow  dry  in  a  few  minutes. 

Before  the  flooring  boards  are 
laid,  a  frnall  quantity  of  very  dry 
common  land  Ihould  be  lire  wed 
over  the  rough  plafter-work,  but 
not  over  the  tops  of  thejoifts.  The 
fand  ihould  be  ftruck  fmooth  with 
an  hollow  rule,  which  ought  to 
be  about  the  length  of  the  diftance 
from  joifl  to  joift,  and  of  about 
one  eighth  of  an  inch  curvature  ; 
which  rule,  pafling  over  the  fand 
in  the  fame  direction  with  the 
joifls,  will  caufe  the  fand  to  lay 
rather  rounding  in  the  middle  of 
the  interval  between  each  pair  of 
joifls.  The  flooring  boards  may 
then  be  laid  and  faftened  down  in 
the  ufual  manner;  but  very  parti¬ 
cular  attention  muft  be  paid  to 
the  rough  plafter-work  and  to  the 
fand  being  moil  perfectly  dry  be¬ 
fore  the  boards  are  laid,  for  fear 
of  the  dry-rot ;  of  which  how¬ 
ever  there  is  no  kind  of  danger, 
when  this  precaution  is  made  ufq 
of.  The  method  of  under  -flooring 
I  have  alfo  applied  with  the  ut- 
moft  fuccefs,  to  a  wooden  flair- 
cafe.  It  is  made  to  follow  the 
fhape  of  the  fteps,  but  no  fand  is 
laid  upon  the  rough  plafter-work 
in  this  cafe. 

The  method  of  extra  -  lathing 
may  be  applied  to  cieling  joifts, 
to  doping  roofs,  and  to  wooden 
partitions.  It  is  Amply  this  :  as 
the  laths  are  going  to  be  nailed 
on,  fome  of  the  above-mentioned 
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rough  plafter  ought  to  be  fpread 
between  thefe  laths  and  the  joifts 
(or  other  timbers)  again  ft  which 
thefe  laths  are  to  be  nailed.  The 
laths  ought  to  be  nailed  very  clofe 
to  each  other.  When  either  of  the 
ends  of  any  of  the  laths  laps  over 
other  laths,  it  ought  to  be  attended 
to,  that  thefe  ends  be  bedded 
found  in  fome  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter.  This  attention  is 
equally  neceflary  for  the  fecond 
layer  of  laths  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned. 

The  firft  layer  of  laths  ought 
to  be  covered  with  a  pretty  thick 
coat  of  the  fame  rough  plafter 
fpoken  of  above.  A  fecond  layer 
of  laths  ought  then  to  be  nailed 
on,  each  lath  being,  as  it  is  put 
on,  well  fqueezed  and  bedded 
found  into  the  foft  rough  plafter. 
For  this  reafon,  no  more  of  this 
firft  coat  of  rough  plafter  ought  to 
be  laid  on  at  a  time  than  what 
can  be  immediately  followed  with 
the  fecond  layer  of  laths. 

The  laths  of  this  fecond  layer 
ought  to  be  laid  as  clofe  to  each 
other  as  they  can  be,  to  allow  of 
a  proper  clench  for  the  rough 
plafter.  The  laths  of  the  fecond 
layer  #  may  then  be  plaftered  over 
with  a  coat  of  the  fame  kind  of 
rough  plafter,  or  it  may  be  plaf¬ 
tered  over  in  the  ufual  manner. 

The  third  method,  which  is  that 
of  inter -fecuring,  is  very  fimilar, 
in  moft  refpeefts,  to  that  of  under - 
flooring  ;  but  no  fand  is  afterwards 
to  be  laid  upon  it.  Inter- fecuring, 
is  applicable  to  the  fame  parts  of 
a  building  as  the  method  of  extra - 
lathing  juft  deferibed ;  but  it  is 


*  If  a  third  jayer  of  laths  be  immediately  nailed  on,  and  be  covered  with  a 
third  coat  of  rough  plafter,  I  then  call  the  method  treble  lathing  3  but  this  me¬ 
thod  of  treble  lathing  can  almoft  in  no  cafe  be  required, 
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not  often  necelTary  to  be  made 
ufe  of. 

I  have  made  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber  of  experiments  upon  every  part 
of  thefe  different  methods.  I 
caufed  a  wooden  building  to  be 
conftrufted  at  Chevening  in  Kent , 
in  order  to  perform  them  in  the 
moil  natural  manner.  The  me¬ 
thods  of  extra-lathing  and  double 
under -flooring  were  the  only  ones 
made  ufe  of  in  that  building. 

On  the  26th  of  September  1777, 
I  had  the  honour  to  repeat  fome 
of  my  experiments  before  the  pre- 
fident  and  fome  of  the  fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society,  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  the  committee  of  city  lands, 
feveral  of  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  a  great  number  of  other  per- 
fons. 

The  firft  experiment  was  to  fill 
the  lower  room  of  the  building 
(which  room  was  about  twenty-fix 
feet  long  by  iixteen  wide)  full  of 
(havings  and  faggots,  mixed  with 
combuflibles,  and  to  fet  them  all 
on  fire.  The  heat  was  fo  intenfe, 
that  the  glafs  of  the  windows  was 
melted  like  fo  much  common  feal- 
ing  wax,  and  run  down  in  drops, 
yet  the  flooring  boards  of  that  very 
room  were  not  burnt  through,  nor 
was  one  of  the  fide  timbers,  floor- 
joifls,  or  cieling-joifts  damaged  in 
the  fmallefl  degree  ;  and  the  per- 
fons  who  went  into  the  room  im¬ 
mediately  over  the  room  filled  with 
fire,  did  not  perceive  any  ill  ef¬ 
fects  from  it  whatever,  even  the 
floor  of  that  room  being  perfectly 
cool  during  that  enormous  con¬ 
flagration  immediately  under¬ 
neath. 

I  then  caufed  a  kind  of  wood¬ 
en  building  of  full  fifty  feet  in 
length,  and  of  three  flories  high 


in  the  middle,  to  be  eredled,  quite 
clofe  to  one  end  of  the  fecured 
wooden  houfe.  I  filled  and  co¬ 
vered  this  building  with  above 
eleven  hundred  large  kiln  faggots, 
and  feveral  loads  of  dry  fhavings ; 
and  I  fet  this  pile  on  fire.  The 
height  of  the  flame  was  no  lefs 
than  eighty-feven  feet  perpendi¬ 
cular  from  the  ground,  and  the 
grafs  upon  a  bank,  at  a  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  from  the  fire,  was 
all  fcorched  ;  yet  the  fecured 
wooden  building,  quite  contiguous 
to  this  vafl  heap  of  fire,  was  not 
at  all  damaged,  except  fome  parts 
of  the  outer  coat  of  plafter-work. 

This  experiment  was  intended 
to  reprefen t  a  wooden  town  on 
fire,  and  to  (how  how  effedlually 
even  a  wooden  building,  if  fecur¬ 
ed  according  to  my  new  method, 
would  flop  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  on  that  fide,  without  any 
afliftance  from  fire-engines,  &c. 

The  laft  experiment  I  made  that 
day  was,  the  attempting  to  burn 
a  wooden  flair-cafe,  fecured  ac¬ 
cording  to  my.  Ample  method  of 
under -flooring.  The  underflde  of 
the  flair- cafe  was  extra-lathed.  Se¬ 
veral  very  large  kiln  faggots  were 
laid,  and  kindled,  under  the  flair- 
cafe,  round  the  flairs  and  upon 
the  fteps ;  this  wooden  flair-cafe 
notwichflanding  refilled,  as  if  it 
had  been  of  fire-flone,  all  the  at¬ 
tempts  that  were  made  to  con- 
fume  it.  I  have  flnce  made  five 
other  flill  flronger  fires  upon  this 
fame  flair-cafe,  without  having 
repaired  it,  having,  moreover, 
filled  the  fmall  place  in  which  this 
flair-cafe  is,  entirely  with  fhav¬ 
ings  and  large  faggots  ;  but  the 
flair-cafe  is,  however,  flill  Hand¬ 
ing,  and  is  but  little  da¬ 
maged. 

In 
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In  moft  houfes  it  is  neceffiary 
only  to  fecure  the  floors  ;  and  that 
according  to  the  method  of  flngle 
under -flooring  already  described. 
The  extra  expence  of  it  (all  ma¬ 
terials  included)  is  only  about  nine- 
pence  per  fquare  yard,  unlefs  there 
ihould  be  particular  difficulties  at¬ 
tending  the  execution,  in  which 
cafe,  it  will  vary  a  little.  When 
quick  lime  is  made  ufe  of,  the  ex¬ 
pence  is  a  trifle  more.  The  extra¬ 
expence  of  the  method  of  extra¬ 
lathing,  is  no  more  than  fix-pence 
per  fquare  yard  for  the  timber, 
fide-walls,  and  partitions ;  but  for 
the  cieling  about  nine -pence  per 
fquare  yard.  No  extra-lathing  is 
neceffiary  in  the  generality  of 
houfes. 


InflruSiions  for  cultivating  and  curing 
\ Tobacco  in  England.  From  Mr. 
Carver’/  T reatife  on  that  Subjefl. 

THE  beft. ground  for  raifing 
the  plant  is  a  warm  rich  foil, 
not  fubjedl  to  be  over-run  with 
weeds ;  for  from  thefe  it  mult  be 
totally  cleared.  The  foil  in  which 
it  grows  in  Virginia  is  inclining  to 
fandy,  confequently  warm  and 
light;  the  nearer  therefore  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  land  approaches  to  that, 
the  greater  probability  there  is  of 
its  fiourifhing  here.  The  fituation 
moll  preferable  for  a  plantation  is 
the  fouthern  declivity  of  a  hill,  or 
a  fpot  that  is  fheltered  from  the 
blighting  north  winds  which  fo 
frequently  blow,  during  the  fpring 
months,  in  this  ifland.  But  at  the 
fame  time  the  plants  mult  enjoy  a 
free  current  of  air  ;  for  if  that  be 
obllrudted  they  will  not  profper. 

As  the  tobacco  plant,  being  an 
annual,  is  only  to  be  raifed  from 


feed,  the  greateft  care  in  purchaf. 
ing  thefe  is  neceffiary;  left  by  low¬ 
ing  fuch  as  is  not  good,  we  lofe, 
with  the  expedted  crop,  the  feafon. 
The  different  forts  of  the  feeds  not 
being  diftinguilhable  from  each 
other,  nor  the  goodnefs  to  be  af- 
certained  by  their  appearance;  the 
purchafer  Ihould  apply  to  a  perfon 
of  charadter  in  that  profeffion.  In 
defcribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  plant  ought  to  be  raifed  from 
the  feed,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  progrefs,  I  lhall  confine  my- 
felf  to  the  pradlice  of  the  northern 
colonies  of  America,  as  thefe  are 
more  parallel  in  their  latitude  to 
England. 

About  the  middle  of  April,  or 
rather  fooner  in  a  forward  fpring, 
fow  the  feed  in  beds  firft  prepared 
for  the  purpofe  with  fome  warm 
rich  manure.  In  a  cold  fpring, 
regular  hot-beds  would  be  moft 
eligible  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  the  gardeners  of  this  country 
are  perfuaded,  that  the  Nicotania 
cannot  be  raifed  in  any  other  way; 
but  thefe  are  feldom  to  be  found 
in  common  gardens,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  the  weather  is  not 
remarkably  fevere,  they  might  be 
reared  without  doors.  A  fquare 
yard  of  land,  for  which  a  fmall 
quantity  of  feed  is  Sufficient,  will 
produce  above  five  hundred  plants, 
and  allow  proper  fpace  for  their 
nurture  till  they  are  fit  to  tranf- 
plant. 

Having  fown  the  feed  in  the 
manner  directed,  on  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  froft  after  the 
plants  appear,  it  will  be  neceffiary 
to  fpread  mats  over  the  beds,  ele¬ 
vated  from  the  ground  by  poles 
laid  acrofs.  Thefe  however  mull 
be  removed  in  the  morning  foon 
after  the  fun  appears,  that  they 

may 
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may  receive  as  much  benefit  as 
poflible  from  its  warmth,  and  from 
the  air.  In  this  manner  proceed 
till  the  leaves  have  attained  the 
fize  of  about  two  inches  in  length, 
and  one  in  breadth,  which  they 
will  do  in  about  a  month,  or  near 
the  middle  of  May.  One  invari¬ 
able  rule  for  their  being  able  to 
bear  removal  is,  when  the  fourth 
leaf  is  jfprouted,  and  the  fifth  juft 
appears.  Then  take  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  the  firft  rains,  or  gentle 
fhowers,  to  tranfplant  them  into 
Inch  a  foil  and  fituation  as  before 
defcribed.  The  land  muft  be 
plowed,  or  dug  up  with  fpades,  as 
mellow  and  light  as  poflible.  Raife, 
with  the  hoe,  fmall  hillocs  at  the 
diftance  of  two  feet,  or  a  little 
more,  from  each  other,  taking- 
care  that  no  hard  fods  or  lumps  are 
in  it,  and  then  juft  indent  the 
middle  of  each,  without  dibbling 
the  holes  as  for  fome  other  plants. 
When  your  ground  is  thus  pre¬ 
pared,  dig  up  the  plants  in  a  gen¬ 
tle  manner  from  their  native  bed, 
and  infert  a  plant  gently  into  the 
center  of  each  hilloc,  prefling  the 
foil  around  it  with  your  Angers, 
and  taking  the  greateft  care,  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation,  that  you  do  not 
break  off  any  of  the  leaves,  which 
are  at  this  time  exquificely  tender. 
If  the  weather  proves  dry,  after 
they  are  thus  transplanted,  they  muft 
be  watered  with  loft  water,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  is  ufually  done  to 
coleworts,  or  plants  of  a  fimilar 
kind.  From  this  time  great  care 
muft  be  taken  to  keep  the  ground 
foft,  and  free  from  weeds,  by  often 
ftirring  with  your  hoe  the  mould 
round  the  roots  ;  and  pruning  off 
the  dead  leaves  that  fometimes  are 
found  near  the  bottom  of  the  ftalk. 


The-  difference  of  this  climate 
from  that  in  which  I  have  been 
accuftomed  to  obferve  the  progrefs 
of  this  plant,  will  not  permit  me 
to  diredl  with  certainty  the  time 
which  is  mo  ft  proper  to  take  off  the 
top  of  it,  to  prevent  it  from  run¬ 
ning  to  feed.  This  knowledge  can 
only  be  perfectly  acquired  by  expe¬ 
rience.  When  it  has  rifen  to  up¬ 
wards  of  two  feet,  it  commonly 
begins  to  put  forth  the  branches  cn 
which  the  flowers  and  feeds  are 
produced  :  but  as  this  expanflon, 
if  fuflered  to  take  place,  would 
drain  the  nutriment  from  the 
leaves,  and  thereby  Ieffen  their 
fize  and  efficacy,  it  becomes  need¬ 
ful  at  this  ftage  to  nip  oft'  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  ftalk,  to  prevent  its 
growing  higher.  In  fome  other 
climates  the  top  is  commonly  cut 
off  when  the  plant  has  fifteen 
leaves;  if  the  tobacco  is  intended 
to  be  a  little  ftronger  than  ufual, 
this  is  done  when  it  has  only  thir¬ 
teen  ;  and  fometimes,  when  it  is 
chofen  to  be  remarkably  powerful, 
eleven  or  twelve  leaves  only  are 
allowed  to  expand.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  if  the  planter  is  defirou,s  to 
have  his  crop  very  mild,  he  buffers 
it  to  put  forth  eighteen  or  twenty: 
but  in  this  calculation  the  three  or 
four  lower  leaves  next  the  ground 
are  not  to  be  reckoned. 

This  is  denominated  ‘  topping 
f  the  tobacco, J  and  is  much  better 
done  by  the  finger  and  thumb, 
than  with  any  inftrument;  becaufe 
the  former  ciofe,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  pores  of  the  plants ;  whereas, 
when  it  is  done  with  the  latter, 
the  juices  are  in  fome  degree  ex- 
haufted.  And  though  this  might 
appear  unimportant,  yet  every  me¬ 
thod  that  tends  to  give  vigour  to 
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the  leaves  (hould  be  carefully  pur- 
fued.  For  the  fame  realon  care 
mull  be  taken  to  nip  off  the  fprouts 
that  will  be  continually  fpringing 
up  at  the  junction  of  the  leaves 
with  the  ftalks.  This  is  termed 
*  fuckering  the  tobacco,’  and  ought 
to  be  repeated  as  often  as  occafion 
requires. 

The  laft,  and  not  the  leak  con¬ 
cern  in  the  cultivation  of  this  plant, 
is  the  deftruction  of  the  worm  that 
Nature  has  given  it  for  an  enemy, 
and  which,  like  many  other  rep¬ 
tiles,  preys  on  its  benefactor.  To 
deftroy  thefe,  which  are  the  only 
infeCts  that  moleft  this  plant,  every 
leaf  muff  be  '  carefully  fcarch- 
ed.  As  foon  as  fuch  a  wound  is 
difcovered,  the  caufe  of  it,  who 
will  be  found  near  it,  from  his  un- 
fubftantial  texture,  which  I  (hall 
prefently  defcribe,  may  be  eafily 
crufhed  :  but  the  beft  method  is  to 
pluck  it  away  by  the  horn,  and 
then  crufh  it.  Without  a  conftant 
attention  to  thefe  noxious  infedls, 
a  whole  field  of  plants  may  be  foon 
deftroyed.  This  is  termed  (  worm- 
‘  inp-  the  tobacco;’  and  as  thefe 
worms  are  found  moft  predominant 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  Auguft,  they  muft  be 
particularly  attended  to  at  that 
feafon . 

As  I  have  juft  obferved,  that  it 
is  impoffible,  without  experience, 
to  point  out  the  due  time  for  top¬ 
ping  the  plant,  fo  it  is  equally  as 
impoffible  to  afcertain  the  time  it 
will  take  to  ripen  in  this  climate. 
That  can  only  be  known  by  future 
obfervations  ;  for  as  it  is  at  prefent 
only  cultivated  in  England  as  an 
ornament  for  the  garden,  no  par¬ 
ticular  attention  has,  I  believe, 
been  hitherto  beftowed  on  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  its  leaves.  The  appa¬ 


rent  figns,  however,  of  its  matu¬ 
rity  are,  that  the  leaves,  as  they 
approach  a  ftate  of  ripenefs,  be¬ 
come  more  corrugated  or  rough  ; 
and  when  fully  ripe,  appear  mot¬ 
tled  with  yellowifti  fpots  on  the 
raifed  parts,  whilrt  the  cavities  re¬ 
tain  their  ufual  green  colour.  They 
are,  at  this  time,  alfo  thicker  than 
they  have  before  been,  and  are 
covered  with  a  kind  of  downy  vel¬ 
vet.  If  heavy  rains  happen  at  this 
critical  period,  they  will  wafh  this 
excrefcent  fubftance  off,  and  there¬ 
by  damage  the  plants.  In  fuch  a 
cafe,  if  the  frofty  nights  are  not 
begun,  it  is  proper  to  let  them 
ftand  a  few  days  longer;  when,  if 
the  weather  be  more  moderate, 
they  will  recover  this  fubftance 
again.  Butifa  froft  unexpectedly 
happens  during  the  night,  they 
muft  be  carefully  examined  in  the 
morning  before  the  fun  has  any 
influence  on  them  :  and  thofe 
which  are  found  to  be  covered 
with  frofty  particles,  whether  tho¬ 
roughly  ripe  or  not,  muft  be  cut 
up  :  for  though  they  may  not  all 
appear  to  be  arrived  at  a  ftate  of 
maturity,  yet  they  cannot  be  far 
from  it,  and  will  differ  but  little 
in  goodnefs  from  thofe  that  are 
perfectly  fo. 

Having  now  given  every  inftruc- 
tion  that  occurs  to  my  memory  re¬ 
lative  to  the  culture  of  the  plant, 
I  fhall  defcribe  the  worm  that  in- 
fefts  it.  It  is  of  the  horned  fpecies, 
and  appears  to  be  peculiar  to  this 
plant;  fothatinmanypartsofAme- 
rica  it  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  name 
of  the  Tobacco-worm.  The  firft 
time  it  is  difcernible  is  when  the 
plants  have  gained  about  half  their 
height :  it  then  appears  to  be  near¬ 
ly  as  large  as  a  gnat ;  foon  after 
which  it  lengthens  into  a  worm. 
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and  by  degrees  increafes  to  the 
fize  of  a  man’s  finger.  In  fhape 
it  is  regular  from  its  head  to  its 
tail,  without  any  diminution  at 
either  extremity  :  indented  or  rib¬ 
bed  round  at  equal  diftances,  nearly 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  each 
other,  and  having  at  every  one  of 
thefe  divifions  a  pair  of  claws,  by 
which  it  fallens  itfelf  to  the  plant. 
Its  mouth,  like  that  of  the  cater¬ 
pillar,  is  placed  under  the  fore¬ 
part  of  the  head.  On  the  top  of 
the  head,  between  the  eyes,  grows 
a  horn  about  half  an  inch  in  length, 
and  greatly  refembling  a  thorn  ; 
the  extreme  part  of  which  is  brown, 
of  a  firm  texture,  and  (harp-point¬ 
ed.  By  this  horn,  as  before  ob- 
ierved,  it  is  ufually  plucked  from 
the  leaf. 

When  the  plant  is  fit  for  gather¬ 
ing,  on  the  firfi  morning  that  pro- 
mifes  a  fair  day,  before  the  fun  is 
tifen,  take  a  long  knife,  and  hold¬ 
ing  the  ftalk  near  the  top  with  one 
hand,  fever  it  from  its  root  with 
the  other,  as  low  as  pofiible.  Having 
done  this, lay  it  gently  on  theground, 
and  there  let  it  remain  expofed 
to  the  fun  throughout  the  day,  or 
until  the  leaves  are  entirely  wilted, 
as  it  is  termed  in  America  ;  that 
is,  till  they  become  limper,  and 
will  bend  any  way  without  break¬ 
ing.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  rain 
fhould  continue  without  any  inter¬ 
vals,  and  the  plant  appears  to  be 
full  ripe,  they  mull  be  cut  down 
and  houfed  immediately.  This 
mult  be  done,  however,  with  great 
care,  that  the  leaves,  which  are  in 
this  date  very  brittle,  may  not  be 
broken.  Being  placed  under  pro¬ 
per  dicker,  either  in  a  barn  or  a 
covered,  hovel,  where  they  cannot 
be  afie&ed  bv  the  rain  or  too  much 
air,  they  mult  be  thinly  fcattered 


on  the  floor,  and  if  the  fun  does 
not  appear  for  feveral  days,  fo  that 
they  can  be  laid  out  again,  they 
mull  remain  to  wilt  in  that  man¬ 
ner  ;  which  is  not  indeed  fo  defi¬ 
nable  as  in  the  fun,  nor  will  the 
tobacco  prove  quite  fo  good. 

When  the  leaves  have  acquired 
the  flexibility  before  deferibed,  the 
plants  moft  be  laid  in  heaps,  or 
rather  in  one  heap,  if  the  quantity 
be  not  too  great,  and  in  about 
twenty-four  hours  they  will  be 
found  to  Iweat.  But  during  this 
time,  when  they  have  lain  for  a 
little  while,  and  begin  to  ferment, 
it  is  neceflary  to  turn  them,  that 
the  whole  quantity  may  be  equally 
fermented.  'The  longer  they  lie 
in  this  fituation  the  darker  colour¬ 
ed  the  tobacco  becomes.  This  is 
termed  ‘  fweating  the  tobacco.’ 

After  they  have  lain  in  this 
manner  for  three  or  four  days,  for 
in  a  longer  time  they  grow  mouldy, 
the  plants  may  be  tied  together  in 
pairs,  and  hung  acrofs  a  pole,  in 
the  fame  covered  place,  a  proper 
interval  being  left  between  each 
pair.  In  about  a  month  they  will 
be  thoroughly  dried,  and  of  aproper 
temperature  to  be  taken  down. 
This  fiats  may  be  afeertained  by 
their  appearing  of  the  fame  colour 
as  thofe  imported  -from  America, 
with  which  few  are  unacquainted. 
But  this  can  be  done  at  no  other 
feafon  than  during  wet  weather  ; 
for  the  tobacco  greatly  abounding 
with  falts,  it  is  always  afredled  if 
there  is  the  lead  humidity  in  the 
atmofphere,  even  though  it  be 
hung  in  a  dry  place.  If  this  rule 
be  not  obferved,  but  they  are  re¬ 
moved  in  dry  weather,  the  leaves 
will  crumble,  and  a  confiderable 
wafie  will  attend  its  removal. 


As 
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As  foon  as  the  plants  are  taken 
down,  they  mud  once  more  be  laid, 
in  a  heap,  and  prefied  with  heavy 
logs  of  wood  for  about  a  week. 
This  climate,  however,  may  re¬ 
quire  a  longer  time.  Whilft  they 
remain  in  this  Hate,  it  will  be  ne- 
celfary  to  introduce  your  hand  fre¬ 
quently  into  the  heap  to  difcover 
whether  the  heat  be  not  too  in- 
ten  fe  J  for  in  large  quantities  this 
will  fometimes  be  the  cafe,  and 
confiderable  damage  will  accrue 
from  it.  When  the  heat  exceeds 
a  moderate  glowing  warmth,  part 
of  the  weight  by  which  they  are 
compreded  mull  be  taken  away  ; 
and  the  caufe  being  removed,  the 
effedt  will  ceafe.  This  is  called 
*  the  fecond  or  lad  fweating,’  and 
when  compleated,  which  it  gene¬ 
rally  will  be  in  about  the  time  jud 
mentioned,  the  leaves  may  be 
dripped  from  the  daiks  for  ufe. 
Many  omit  this  lad  operation,  but 
it  takes  away  any  remaining  harfh- 
nefs,  and  renders  the  tobacco  more 
mellow.  When  the  leaves  are 
dripped  from  the  daiks,  they  are  to 
be  tied  up  in  bunches  and  kept  in 
a  cellar,  or  any  other  place  that  is 
damp  ;  though  if  not  handled  in 
dry  weather,  but  only  during  a 
rainy  feafon,  it  is  of  little  confe- 
quence  in  what  part  of  the  houfe 
or  barn  they  are  laid  up.  At  this 
period  the  tobacco  is  thoroughly 
cured,  and  equally  proper  for  ma¬ 
nufacturing  as  that  imported  from 
the  colonies.  If  it  has  been  pro¬ 
perly  managed,  that  raw  fiery  tade 
fo  frequently  found  in  the  common 
fale  tobacco  will  be  totally  eradi¬ 
cated  ;  and  though  it  retains  all 
its  ftrength,  will  be  foft  and  plead¬ 
ing  in  its  flavour.  Thofe  who  are 
curious  in  their  tobacco  in  the 


northern  colonies  of  America 
fprinkle  it,  when  made  up  into 
rolls  for  keeping,  with  fmall  com¬ 
mon  white  wines  or  cyder,  indead 
of  fait  water,  which  gives  it  an 
inexpreffibly  fine  flavour. 

By  pursuing  the  rules  which  I 
have  endeavoured  to  g-ive  in  as 
explicit  terms  as  poffible,  country 
gentlemen  and  landholders  in  ge¬ 
neral  will  be  enabled  to  raife  much 
better  tobacco  than  that  which  is 
ufually  imported  from  Maryland 
or  Virginia  :  for  notwithdanding 
there  are  not  wanting  prohibitory 
laws  in  thofe  countries  to  prevent 
the  planters  from  fending  to  mar¬ 
ket  any  but  the  principal  leaves, 
yet  they  frequently,  to  increafe 
their  profit,  fuffer  the  fprouts  to 
grow,  and  mix  the  fmaller  leaves 
of  thefe  with  the  others,  which 
renders  them  much  inferior  in 
goodnefs. 

The  crops  that  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  may  be  raifed  in  England, 
will  greatly  exceed  in  flavour  and 
efficacy  any  that  is  imported  from 
the  fouthern  colonies :  for  though 
northern  climates  require  far  more 

JL 

care  and  exadtnefs  to  bring  tobacco 
to  a  proper  date  of  maturity  than 
warmer  latitudes,  ye:  this  tardinefs 
of  growth  tends  to  impregnate  the 
plants  with  a  greater  quantity  of 
falts,  'and  confequenxly  with  that 
aromatic  flavour  for  which  it  is 
prized,  than  is  to  be  found  in  the 
produce  of  hotter  climes,  where  it 
is  brought  to  a  date  of  perfection, 
from  the  feed,  in  half  the  time 
required  in  colder  regions. 

A  pound  of  tobacco  raifed  in 
New-England  or  Nova-Scotia  is 
fuppofed  to  contain  as  much  real 
ftrength  as  two  pounds  from  Vir¬ 
ginia  ;  and  1  doubt  not  but  that 

near 
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near  double  the  quantity  of  falts 
might  be  extracted  from  it  by  a 
chymical  procefs. 

1  fhall  alfo  juft  add,  though  the 
example  can  only  be  followed  in 
particular  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
that  the  Americans  ufually  chufe 
for  the  place  where  they  intend  to 
make  the  feedling-bed,  part  of  a 
copfe,  or  a  fpot  of  ground  co¬ 
vered  with  wood,  of  which  they 
burn  down  fuch  a  portion  as  they 
think  necefiary.  Having  done 
this,  they  rake  up  the  fubjacent 
mould,  and  mixing  it  with  the 
afhes  thus  produced,  low  therein 
the  feed,  without  adding  any  other 
manure,  or  taking  any  other  fteps. 
Where  this  method  cannot  be  pur- 
fncd,  wood-afhes  may  be  ftrewed 
over  the  mould  in  which  the  feed 
is  defigned  to  be  fown. 

To  the  ufes  already  known, 
there  is  another  to  which  tobacco 
might  be  applied,  that  I  believe 
has  never  been  thought  of  by  Eu¬ 
ropeans  ;  and  which  may  render  it 
much  more  eftimable  than  any 
other.  It  has  been  found  by  the 
Americans  to  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  tanning  leather,  as  well,  if  not 
better,  than  bark ;  and  was  not 
the  latter  fo  plentiful  in  their 
country  would  be  generally  ufed 
by  them  inftead  of  it.  I  have 
been  witnefs  to  many  experiments 
wherein  it  has  proved  fuccefsful, 
efpecially  on  the  thinner  forts  of 
hides,  and  can  fafely  pronounce 
it  to  be,  in  countries  where  bark 
is  fcarce,  a  valuable  fubftitute  for 
that  article. 


Plan  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Dal- 
rymple  for  benefiting  dijlant  un» 
provided  Countries  *. 

Aug.  29,  1771. 

^jT^HE  country  called  in  the 
Jt  maps  New  Zealand ,  has  been 
difcovered  by  the  Endeavour ,  to  be 
two  iftands,  together  as  large  as 
Great  Britain :  thefe  iftands,  named 
Acpy-nomanvee  and  'Tovy-poennam - 
?noo,  are  inhabited  by  a  brave  and 
generous  race,  who  are  deftitute  of 
corn,  fowls,  and  all  quadrupeds ,  ex¬ 
cept  dogs. 

Thefe  circumftances  being  men¬ 
tioned  lately  in  a  company  of  men 
of  liberal  lentiments,  it  was  ch- 
ferved  that  it  feemed  incumbent  on 
fuch  a  country  as  this ,  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  all  others  the  convenient 
cies  of  life  which  we  enjoy. 

Dr.  Franklin,  whofe  life  has 
ever  been  direfted  to  promote  the 
true  intereft  of  fociety,  faid,  “  he 
would  with  all  his  heart  fub- 
ie  feribe  to  a  voyage  intended  to 
“  communicate  in  general  thofe 
benefits  which  we  enjoy,  to 
“  countries  deftitute  of  them  in 
the  remote  parts  of  the  globe.” 
This  propofttion  being  warmly 
adopted  by  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  Mr.  Dalrymple,  then  pre¬ 
lent,  was  induced  to  offer  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  command  on  fuch  an 
expedition. 

On  mature  reflection  this  fcheme 
appears  the  more  honourable  to 
the  national  character  of  any  which 
can  be  conceived,  as  it  is  ground¬ 
ed  on  the  nobleft  principle  of  be- 


*  Thefe  propofals  were  printed  upon  a  ftieet  of  paper  fome  two  or  three  years 
ago,  and  diftributed.  The  parts  written  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Dalrymple 
are  eaffty  diftinguifhed. 
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nevolence.  Good  intentions  are 
often  fruHrated  by  letting  them 
remain  indigcHed  ;  on  this  confi- 
deration  Mr.  Dalrymple  was  in¬ 
duced  to  put  the  outlines  on  paper, 
which  are  now  publifhed,  that  by 
an  early  communication  there  may 
be  a  better  opportunity  of  collec¬ 
ting  all  the  hints  which  can  con¬ 
duce  to  execute  effectually  the  be¬ 
nevolent  purpofe  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  cafe  it  fhould  meet  with 
general  approbation. 

On  this  fcheme  being  (hewn  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  he  communicated 
his  fentiments  by  way  of  introduc¬ 
tion,  to  the  following  effeCt. 

“  Britain  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
“  duced  originally  nothing  but 
“  Jlces.  What  vail  advantages 
“  have  been  communicated  to  her 
c<  by  the  fruits,  feeds,  roots,  her- 
“  bage,  animals,  and  arts  of  other 
*e  countries  !  We  are  by  their 
“  means  become  a  wealthy  and  a 
<c  mighty  nation,  abounding  in 
tc  all  good  things.  Does  not  fome 
duty  hence  arile  from  us  towards 
<f  other  countries  ilill  remaining 
“  in  our  former  Hate? 

“  Britain  is  now  the  firft  mari- 
time  power  in  the  world.  Her 
fhips  are  innumerable,  capable 
by  their  form,  fize-,  a-nd  Hrength, 
<f  of  failing  all  feas.  Our  fea- 
<f  men  are  equally  bold,  fkilful 

and  hardv ;  dexterous  in  ex- 
^  * 

i(  pioring  the  remoteH  regions, 
“  ready  to  engage  in  voyages 
f‘  to  unknown  countries,  though 
attended  with  the  o-reateil  dan- 

O 

te  gers.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries,  our  fellow  men ,  have 
*•*  canoes  only  ;  not  knowing  iron, 
“  theycannot  build  fhips;  they  have 
<f  little  aHronomy,  and  no  know- 
“  ledge  of  the  compafs  to  guide 
4‘  them :  they  cannot  therefore 
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“  come  to  us,  or  obtain  any  of 
“  our  advantages.  From  thefe 
“  circumHances,  does  not  fome 
“  duty  fee  in  to  arife  from  us  to 
“  them?  Does  not  Providence  by 
“  thefe  diHinguifhing  favours  feem 
“  to  call  on  us  to  do  fome  thing 
“  ourlelves  for  the  common  in- 
“  tereH  of  humanity  ? 

“  Thofe  who  think  it  their 
ft  duty  to  afk  bread  and  other 
“  blellings  daily  from  heaven, 
“  would  they  not  think  it  equally 
f(  a  duty  to  communicate  of  thofe 
<e  bleffings  when  they  have  re- 
ceived  them  ;  and  fhow  their 
(t  gratitude  to  their  great  Bene- 
faCtor  by  the  only  means  in 
t(  their  power,  promoting  the  hap- 
“  pinefs  of  his  other  children? 

“  Ceres  is  faid  to  have  made  a 
“  journey  through  many  countries 
t(  to  teach  the  ufe  of  corn,  and 
“  the  art  of  railing  it.  For  this 
“  Hngle  benefit  the  grateful  na- 
tions  deified  her.  How  much 
c<  more  may  Englifhmen  deferve 
“  fuch  honour,  by  communicat- 
“  ing  the  knowledge  and  ufe  not 
“  of  corn  only,  but  of  all  the 
“  other  enjoyments  earth  can  pro- 
“  duce,  and  which  they  are  now 
<s  in  poffeflion  of.  Comtnuniter  bona 
**  prof  under  e ,  Deum  ejl. 

“  Many  voyages  have  been 
undertaken  with  views  of  profit 
“  or  of  plunder,  or  to  gratify  re- 
“  fentment;  to  procure  fome  ad- 
<f  vantage  to  ourlelves,  or  do  fome 
tf  niifchief  to  others  :  but  a  voy- 
“  age  is  now  propofed  to  vifit  a 
“  diHant  people  on  the  other  fide 
“  the  globe;  not  to  cheat  them, 
“  not  to  rob  them,  not  to  feize 
“  their  lands,  or  enllave  their 
perfons  ;  but  merely  to  do 
"  them  good,  and  make'  them, 
(t  as  far  as  in  our  power  lies,  to 

‘  ‘  live 
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live  as  comfortably  as  our- 
felves* 

It  feems  a  laudable  wilh  that 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were 
ponne&ed  by  a  knowledge  of 
each  other,  and  a  mutual  ex¬ 
change  of  benefits  :  but  a 
commercial  nation  particularly 
fhould  wifh  for  a  general  civi¬ 
lization  of  mankind,  fince  trade 
is  always  carried  on  to  much 
greater  extent  with  people  who 
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“  have  the  arts  and  conveniencieS 
“  of  life,  than  it  can  be  with 
(t  naked  favages.  We  may  there-  % 
“  fore  hope  in  this  undertaking 
t{  to  be  of  fome  fervice  to  our 
<e  country,  as  well  as  to  thofe 
poor  people,  who,  however  dif* 
tant  from  us,  are  in  truth  re- 
“  lated  to  us,  and  whofe  interefts 
do,  im  fome  degree,  concern 
every  one  who  can  fay  Homo 
fum>  Sec” 
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Scheme  of  a  voyage  hy  fuhfcription ,  to  convey  the  conveniences  of  life,  as 
fowls,  hogs,  goats,  cattle,  corn,  iron,  &c.  to  thofe  remote  regions 
which  are  deftitute  of  them,  and  to  bring  from  thence  fuch  produc¬ 
tions  as  can  be  cultivated  in  this  kingdom  to  the  advantage  of  fo- 
ciety,  in  a  ihip  under  the  command  of  Alexander  Dalrymple. 

Catt  or  bark,  from  the  coal  trade,  of  350  tons,  eftimated  £. 

at  about  — *  —  ■ —  —  2000 

Extra  expences,  ftores,  boats,  &c.  —  —  3000 


To  be  manned  with  60  men  at 

4  per  man  per  month. 


500.0 


240 


2880  per  annum 

3 


Wages  and 
provifions 


8640  for  three  years 


8640 


13640 


Cargo  included,  fuppofed 

The  expences  of  this  expedition 
are  calculated  for  three  years  ;  but 
the  greateft  part  of  the  amount  of 
wages  will  not  be  wanted  till  the 
fhip  returns,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  expence  of  provifions  will  be 
faved  by  what  is  obtained  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage  by  barter  or 
otherwife,  though  it  is  proper  to 

5 


>  — -  —  15000 

make  provifion  for  contingencies., 
##*##*  •*#* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Percival* 
concerning  the  Provifion  made  in 
China  againfi  Famine. 

I  HAVE  fomewhere  read  that 
in  China  an  account  is  yearly  tak¬ 
en  of  the  number  of  people,  and 

the 
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the  quantities  of  provifion  pro¬ 
duced.  This  account  is  tranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Emperor,  vvhofe  Mini- 
iters  can  thence  forefee  a  fcarCity 
likely  to  happen  in  any  province, 
and  from  what  province  it  can  belt 
be  fupplied  in  good  time.  To  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  collecting  of  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  prevent  the  neceffity 
of  entering  houfes  and  fpending 
time  in  alking  and  anfwering 
quellions,  each  houfe  is  furnifhed 
wich  a  little  board  to  be  hung 
without  the  door,  during  a  cer¬ 
tain  time  each  year ;  on  which 
board  are  marked  certain  words, 
againft  which  the  inhabitant  is  to 
mark  number  or  quantity,  fome- 
what  in  this  manner: 


Men, 

Women, 

Children, 

Rice  or  Wheat, 
Flelh,  See. 


All  under  1 6  are  accounted  chil¬ 
dren,  and  all  above,  men  and 
women.  Any  other  particulars 
which  the  government  defires  in¬ 
formation  of,  are  occafionally 
marked  on  the  fame  boards.  Thus 
the  officers  appointed  to  colled  the 
accounts  in  each  diftriCl,  have  only 
to  pafs  before  the  doors,  and  enter 
into  their  book  what  they  find 
marked  on  the  board,  without 
giving  the  leaf!  trouble  to  the  fa¬ 
mily.  There  is  a  penalty  on 
marking  falfely,  and  as  neigh¬ 
bours  muft  know  nearly  the  truth 
of  each  others  account,  they  dare 
not  expofe  themfelves  by  a  falfe 
one,  to  each  others  accufatiom 
Perhaps  fuch  a  regulation  is  fcarce- 
lv  practicable  with  us.” 

'  Vol.  XXII. 


R  O  J  E  C  T  S. 

Pojltions  to  he  Examined . 

1.  ALL  food  or  fubfiflence  for 
mankind  arife  from  the  earth  or 
waters. 

2.  NeceiTaries  of  life  that  are 
not  foods,  and  all  other  conve- 
niencies,  have  their  values  efti- 
mated  by  the  proportion  of  food 
confumed  while  we  are  employed 
in  procuring  them. 

3.  A  fmall  people  with  a  large 
territory  may  fubJift  on  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  nature,  with  no  ocher 
labour  than  that  of  gathering  the 
vegetables  and  catching  the  ani¬ 
mals. 

4.  A  large  people  with  a  fmall 
territory  finds  thefe  infufficient, 
and  to  fubfift,  muft  labour  the 
earth,  to  make  it  produce  greater 
quantities  of  vegetable  food,  fuit- 
able  for  the  nourifhment  of  men, 
and  of  the  animals  they  intend  to 
eat. 

5.  From  this  labour  arifes  a 
great  increafe  of  vegetable  and  ani¬ 
mal  food,  and  of  materials  for 
clothing,  as  flax,  wool,  ftik,  &c. 
The  fuperfluity  of  thefe  is  wealth. 
With  this  wealth  we  pay  for  the 
labour  employed  in  building  our 
houfes,  cities,  &  c.  which  are 
therefore  only  fubfiftence  thus  me- 
tamorphofed. 

6.  Manufactures  are  only  another 
Jhape  into  which  fo  much  provi¬ 
sions  and  fubfiftence  are  turned, 
as  were  equal  in  noalue  to  the  ma¬ 
nufactures  produced.  This  ap¬ 
pears  from  hence,  that  the  manu¬ 
facturer  does  not,  in  faCt,  obtain 
from  the  employer,  for  his  labour^ 
more  than  a  mere  fubfiftence,  in* 
eluding  raiment,  fuel  and  Shelter; 
all  which  derive  their  value  from 
the  provifions  confirm  ad  in  procur¬ 
ing  therm 
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7.  The  produce  of  the  earth, 
thus  converted  into  manufactures, 
may  be  more  eafily  carried  to  dis¬ 
tant  markets  than  before  fuch  con- 
verfion. 

8.  Fair  commerce  is,  where  equal 
values  are  exchanged  for  equal, 
the  expence  of  tranfport  included. 
Thus,  if  it  coils  A  in  England as 
much  labour  and  charge  to  raife 
a  btifhel  of  wheat,  as  it  coils  B  in 
France  to  produce  four  gallons  of 
wine,  then  are  four  gallons  of 
wine  the  fair  exchange  for  a  bufhel 
of  wheat,  A  and  B  meeting  at 
half  diilance  with  their  commodi¬ 
ties  to  make  the: exchange.  The 
advantage  of  this  fair  commerce 
is,  that  each  party  increafes  the 
number  of  his  enjoyments,  hav¬ 
ing,  in  Head  of  wheat  alone,  or 
wine  alone,  the  ufe  of  both  wheat 
and  wine. 

9.  Where  the  labour  and  ex¬ 
pence  of  producing  both  commo¬ 
dities  are  known  to  both  parties, 
bargains  will  generally  be  fair  and 
equal.  Where  they  are  known 
to  one  party  only,  bargains  will 
often  be  unequal,  knowledge  tak¬ 
ing  its  advantage  of  ignorance. 

\o.  Thus  he  that  carries  iooo 
bufhels  of  wheat  abroad  to  fell, 
may  not  probably  obtain  1 0  great 
a  profit  thereon,  as  if  he  had  firll 
turned  the  wheat  into  manufac¬ 
tures,  by  fu blilling  therewith  the 
workmen  while  producing  thole 
manufactures :  fince  there  are  many 
expediting  and  facilitating  methods 
of  working,  not  generally  known  ; 
and  ftrangers  to  the  manufactures, 
though  they  know  pretty  well  the 
expence  of  raking  wheat,  are  un¬ 
acquainted  with  thofe  ‘fhort  me¬ 
thods  of  working,  and  thence  be- 
ing  apt  to  fuppofe  more  labour 


employed  in  the  manufactures  than 
there  really  is,  are  more  eafily  im- 
pofed  on  in  their  value,  and  in¬ 
duced  to  allow  more  for  them  than 
they  are  honeltly  worth, 

11.  Thus  the  advantage  of  hav¬ 
ing  manufactures  in  a  country, 
does  not  confilt,  as  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  in  their  highly  advanc¬ 
ing  the  value  of  rough  materials, 
of  which  they  are  formed  ;  fince, 
though  fix-pennyworth  of  flax  may 
be  worth  twenty  {hillings  when 
worked  into  lace,  yet  the  very 
caufe  of  its  being  worth  twenty 
fb.il lings  is,  that,  befides  the  flax, 
it  has  coft  nineteen  {hillings  and 
fixpence  in  fubfiftence  to  the  ma¬ 
nufacturer.  But  the  advantage 
of  manufactures  is,  that  under 
their  lhape  provifions  may  be  more 
eafily  carried  to  a  foreign  market ; 
and  by  their  means  cur  traders 
may  more  eafily  cheat  ftrangers. 
Few,  where  it  is  not  made,  are 
judges  of  the  value  of  lace.  The 
importer  may  demand  forty,  and 
perhaps  get  thirty  fhillings  for  that 
which  coft  him  but  twenty. 

12.  Finally,  there  feem  to  be 
but  three  ways  for  a  ration  to  ac¬ 
quire  wealth.  The  firftis  by  war, 
as  the  Rotnans  did,  in  plundering 
their  conquered  neighbours.  This 
is  robbery* —  The  fecond  by  com¬ 
merce ,  which  is,  generally  cheating . 
— -The  third  by  agriculture,  the 
only  honejl  way ;  wherein  man  re¬ 
ceives  a  real  increafe  of  the  feed 
thrown  into  the  ground,  in  a  kind 
of  continual  miracle*  wrought  by 
the  hand  of  God  in  his  favour,  as 
a  reward  for  his  innocent  life,  and 
his  virtuous  induftry. 

B.  F. 

April  4,  1769. 
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Specification  of  Dr.  Higgin’-t  Patent 
for  a  new -invented  Water -Cement 
or  Stucco. 

o  all  whom  thefe  Prefents  fhall 
come}  &c. 

NOW  know  ye  that  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  faid  pro- 
vifoe,  I  the  faid  B.  H.  do  hereby 
declare  that  my  invention  of  a  wa¬ 
ter  cement  or  ftucco,  for  building, 
repairing  and  plaftering  walls,  and 
for  other  purpofes,  is  defcribed  in 
the  manner  following  (that  is  to 
fay)  drift  fand,  or  quarry  *  fand, 
which  confifts  chiefly  of  hard  quar- 
tofe  flat  faced  grains  ,  with  fharp 
angles  ;  which  is  the  freeft,  or 
may  be  moft  eafily  freed  by  waffl¬ 
ing,  from  clay,  falts,  and  calca¬ 
reous,  gypfeous  or  other  grains  lefs 
hard  and  durable  than  quartz  ; 
which  contains  the  fmalieft  quan¬ 
tity  of  pyrites  or  heavy  metallic 
matter  infeparable  by  walking  ; 
and  which  fuffers  the  fmalleft  di¬ 
minution  of  its  bulk  in  wafhing  in 
the  following  manner,  is  to  be 
preferred  before  any  other.  And 
where  a  coarfe  and  a  fine  fand  of 
this  kind,  and  correfponding  in 
the  fize  of  their  grains  with  the 
coarfe  and  fine  fands  hereafter  de¬ 
fcribed,  cannot  be  eafily  procured, 
let  fuch  fand  of  the  foregoing 
quality  be  chofen,  as  may  be  fort- 
ed  and  cleanfed  in  the  following 
manner  : 


Let  the  fand  be  lifted  in  ftream- 
ing  clear  water,  through  a  fieve 
which  fhall  give  paffage  to  all  fuch 
grains  as  do  not  exceed  one  lix- 
teenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter ; 
and  let  the  ftream  of  water  and 
the  lifting  be  regulated  fo  that  all 
the  fand  which  is  much  finer  than 
the  Lynn-fand  commonly  ufed  in  the 
London  giafs-houfes,  together  with 
clay  and  every  other  matter  fpeci- 
ficaliy  lighter  than  fand,  may  be 
wafhed  away  with  the  ftream, 
whilft  the  purer  and  coarfer  fand, 
which  paffes  through  the  lieve, 
fubfides  in  a  convenient  receptacle, 
and  whilft  the  coarfe  rubbifti  and 
Ihirigle  f  remain  on  the  fieve,  to 
be  rejected. 

Let  the  fand  which  thus  fubfides. 
in  the  receptacle,  be  wafhed  in 
clean  ftreaming  water,  through  a 
finer  five,  fo  as  to  be  further 
cleanfed  and  forted  into  two  par¬ 
cels  |  a  coarfer,  which  will  re¬ 
main  in  the  fieve  which  is  to  give 
paffage  to  fuch  grains  of  fand  only 
as  are  lefs  than  one  thirtieth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
coarfe  fand ;  and  a  finer,  which 
will  pafs  through  the  fieve  and  fub- 
fide  in  the  water,  and  which  is  to 
be  faved  apart  under  the  name  of 
fine  fand, — Let  the  coarfe  and  the 
fine  fand  be  dried  feparately,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  fun,  or  on  a  clean  iron 
plate  fet  on  a  convenient  furnace, 
in  the  manner  of  a  fand  heat  % . 


*  This  is  commonly  called  pit-fand. 

f  I  find  that  I  have  uled  this  word  improperly,  on  bad  authority.  The 
reader  is  requefted  to  read  rubble  inftead  of  fhingle  throughout  this  fpecifi- 
cation. 

J  The  fand  ought  to  be  ftirred  up  continually  until  it  is  dried,  and  is  then  to 
be  taken  off  j  for  otherwife  the  evaporation  will  be  very  flow,  and  the  fand 
which  lies  next  the  iron  plate,  by  being  overheated,  will  be  decoloured. 

I  z 
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Let  lime  be  chofen  #  which  is 
Hone  lime,  which  heats  the  moll: 
in  flaking,  and  flakes  the  quickeft 
when  duly  watered  ;  which  is  the 
freftieft  made  and  clofeft  kept ; 
which  diflblves  in  diftilled  vine¬ 
gar  with  the  leaft  efFervefcence, 
and  leaves  the  fmalleft  refidue  in- 
foluble,  and  in  this  refldue  the 
fmalleft  quantity  of  clay  gypfum 
or  martial  matter. 

Let  the  lime  chofen  according 
to  thefe  important  rules,  be  put 
in  a  brafs-wired  fieve  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fourteen  pounds.  Let  the 
fleve  be  finer  than  either  of  the 
foregoing  ;  the  finer,  the  better  it 
will  be  :  let  the  lime  be  flaked  f 


by  plunging  it  in  a  butt  filled 
with  foft  water  and  raifing  it  out 
quickly  and  fullering  it  to  heat 
and  fume,  and  by  repeating  this 
plunging  and  raifing  alternately, 
and  agitating  the  lime,  until  it 
be  made  to  pafs  through  the  fleve 
into  the  water ;  and  let  the  part 
of  the  lime  which  does  not  eafily 
pafs  through  the  fleve  be  rejected  : 
and  let  frelh  portions  of  the  lime  be 
thus  ufed,  until  as  many  J  ounces 
of  lime  have  pafifed  thro’  the  fleve, 
as  there  are  quarts  of  water  in  the 
butt.  Let  the  water  thus  impreg¬ 
nated  ftand  in  the  butt  clofely  co¬ 
vered  ||  until  it  becomes  clear ; 
and  through  wooden  §  cocks  placed 


*  The  preference  given  to  ftone  lime  is  founded  on  the  prefen t  practice  in  the 
burning  of  lime,  and  on  the  clofer  texture  of  it,  which  prevents  it  from  being  fo 
loon  injured  by  expofure  to  the  air,  as  the  more  fpongy  chalk  lime  is  :  not  on 
the  popular  notion  that  ftone  lime  has  fomefhing  in  it  whereby  it  excels  the  beft 
chalk  in  the  cementing  properties.  The  gypfum  contained  in  lime  ftone  re¬ 
mains  unaltered  or  very  little  altered  in  the  lime,  after  the  burning  5  but  it  is. 
not  to  be  expefted  that  clay  or  martial  matter  fliould  be  found  in  their  native 
ftate,  in  well  burned  lime;  for  they  concrete  or  vitrify  with  a  part  of  the  cal¬ 
careous  earth,  and  conftitute  the  hard  grains  or  lumps,  which  remain  undif- 
folved  in  weak  acids,  or  are  feparable  from  the  flaked  lime  by  lifting  it  imme¬ 
diately  through  a  lieve. 

f  This  method  of  impregnating  the  water  with  lime  is  not  the  only  one 
which  may  be  adopted.  It  is  however  preferred  before  others,  becaufe  the  wa¬ 
ter  clears  the  fooner  in  confequence  of  its  being  wanned  by  the  flaking  lime, 
and  the  gypfeous  part  of  the  lime  does  not  difful'e  itfelf  in  the  water  fo  freely  in 
this  way,  as  il  does  when  the  lime  "is  flaked  to  fine  powder  in  the  common  me¬ 
thod,  and  is  then  blended  with  the  water ;  for  the  gypfeous  part  of  the  lime 
iiakes,  at  firft,  into  grains,  rather  than  into  fine  powder,  and  will  remain  on 
the  fieve,  after  the  pure  lime  has  paffed  through,  long  enough  to  admit  of  the 
intended  feparation  ;  but  when  the  lime  is  otherwife  fiaked,  the  gypfeous  grains 
have  time  to  flake  to  a  finer  powder,  and  palling  through  the  fieve,  diflolve  in 
the  water  along  with  the  lime.  I  have  imagined  that  other  advantages  attended 
this  method  of  preparing  thb  lime  water,  but  I  cannot  yet  lpeak  of  them  with 
precilion. 

|  If  the  water  contains  no  more  acidulous  gas  than  is  ufually  found  in  ri¬ 
ver  or  rain  water,  a  fourth  part  of  this  quantity  of  lime,  or  Iefs,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

$  The  calcareous  cruft  which  forms  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ought  not  to- 
be  broke,  for  it  affifts  in  excluding  the  air  and  preventing  the  abforption  of  aci¬ 
dulous  gas  whereby  the  lime  water  is  fpoiled. 

§  Brafs  cocks  are  apt  to  colour  a  part  of  the  liquor. 

4  ‘  at 


1 


USEFUL 

at  different  heights  in  the  butt, 
let  the  clear  liquor  Be  drawn  off 
as  fail  * * * §  and  as  low  as  the  lime 
fubfides,  for  ufe.  This  clear  li¬ 
quor  I  call  the  cementing  liquorf. 
The  freer  the  water  is  from  faline 
matter,  the  better  will  be  the  ce¬ 
menting  liquor  made  with  it. 

Let  fifty-fix  pounds  of  the  afore - 
faid  chofen  lime  be  flaked,  by  gra¬ 
dually  fprinfkling  on  it,  and  efpe- 
cially  on  the  unfiaked  pieces,  the 
cementing  liquor,  in  a  clofe  % 
clean  place.  Let  the  flaked  part 
be  immediately  ||  fifted  through  the 
lafl  mentioned  fine  brafs  -  wired 
five  :  Let  the  lime  which  paffes  be 
ufed  inftantly  or  kept  in  air-tight 
veffels,  and  let  the  part  of  the 
lime  which  does  not  pafs  through 
the  iieve,  be  rejected  §.  —  This 
finer  richer  part  of  the  lime 
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which  paffes  through  the  fieve,  I 
call  purified  lime. 

Let  bone-afh  be  prepared  in 
the  ufual  manner  by  grinding 
the  whiteft  burnt  bones,  but  let 
it  be  fifted  to  be  much  finer  than 
the  bone-afh  commonly  fold  for 
making  cupels. 

The  raoft  eligible  materials  for 
making  my  cement  being  thus 
prepared  :  take  fifty -fist  pounds  of 
the  coarfe  fand  and  forty  -  two 
pounds  of  the  fine  fand  ;  mix  them 
on  a  large  plank  of  hard  wood 
placed  horizontally  ;  then  fpread 
the  fand  fo  that  it  may  (land  to  the 
height  of  fix  inches  with  a  flat 
furface  on  the  plank ;  wet  it  with 
the  cementing  liquor;  and  let  any 
fuperfluous  quantity  of  the  liquor, 
which  the  fand  in  the  condition 
defcribed  cannot  retain,  flow  away 


*  Lime  water  cannot  be  kept  many  days  unimpaired,  in  any  veffels  that  are 
not  perfe£lly  air-tight.  If  the  liquor  be  drawn  off  before  it  clears,  it  will  con¬ 
tain  whiting,  which  is  injurious  ;  and  if  it  be  not  inftanty  ufed,  after  it  is 
drawn  limpid  from  the  butt  into  open  veffels,  it  will  grow  turbid  again,  and 
depofite  the  lime  changed  to  whiting  by  the  gas  abforbed  from  the  air.  The 
calcareous  matter  which  fubfides  in  the  butt,  refembles  whiting  the  more 
nearly,  as  the  lime  has  been  more  fparingly  employed;  in  the  contrary  circum- 
ftances,  it  approaches  to  the  nature  of  lime;  and  in  the  intermediate  ftate,  it  is 
fit  for  the  common  compofition  of  the  plafterers  for  infide  ftucco. 

f  At  the  time  of  writing  this  fpecification  I  preferred  this  term  before  that 
of  lime-water,  on  grounds  which  I  had  not  lufhciently  examined, 

J  The  vapour  which  arifes  in  the  flaking  of  the  lime  contributes  greatly  to 
the  flaking  of  thefe  pieces  which  lie  in  its  way;  and  an  unneceffary  wafte  of  the 
liquor  is  prevented,  by  applying  it  to  the  lime  heaped  in  a  pit  or  in  a  veflel 
which  may  reftrain  the  ifl'ue  of  the  vapour,  and  dire6l  it  through  the  mafs.  If 
more  of  the  liquor  be  ufed  than  is  neceffary  to  flake  the  lime,  it  will  create  er¬ 
ror  in  weighing  the  flaked  powder,  and  will  prevent  a  part  of  it  from  paffmg 
freelv  through  the  fieve.  The  liquid  is  therefore  to  be  ufed  fparingly,  and 
the  lime  which  has  efcaped  its  action  is  to  be  fprinkled  apart  with  frefh  li¬ 
quor. 

j|  When  the  aggregation  of  the  lumps  of  lime  is  thus  broken,  it  is  impared 
much  focner  than  it  is  in  the  former  ftate,  becaufe  the  air  more  freely  pervades 

it.  • 

§  Bccaufe  it  confifts  of  heterogeneous  matter,  or  of  ill  burnt  lime  ;  which  laft 
will  flake  and  pafs  through  the  fieve,  if  the  lime  be  net  immediately  fifted  aftejr 
the  flaking,  agreeable  to  the  text. 
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off  the  plank.  To  the  wetted  fand 
add  fourteen  pounds  cf  the  puri¬ 
fied  lime  in  feveral  fucceffive  por¬ 
tions,  mixing  and  beating  them 
up  together  in  the  mean  time  with 
the  inftruments  generally  ufed  in 
■making  fine  mortar :  then  add 
fourteen  pounds  of  the  bone-afh 
in  fucceffive  portions,  mixing  and 
beating  all  together.  The  quicker 
and  the  more  perfectly  thefe  ma¬ 
terials  are  mixed  and  beaten  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  fooner  the  cement 
thus  formed  is  ufed,  the  better  *  it 
will  be,  This  I  call  the  water  ce¬ 
ment  coarfe  grained,  which  is  to 
be  applied  in  building,  pointing, 
plaftering,  ftuccoing,  or  other 
work,  as  mortar  and  ftucco  now 
are  ;  with  this  difference  chiefly, 
that  as  this  cement  is  fhorter  than 
mortar  or  common  ftucco  and  dries 
fooner,  it  ought  to  be  worked 
expeditioufly  in  all  cafes,  and  in 
ftuccoing  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  by 
ftiding  the  trowel  upwards  on  it ; 
that  the  materials  ufed  along  with 
this  cement  in  building,  or  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  to  be  laid 
in  ftuccoing,  ought  to  be  well 
wetted  with  the  cementing  liquor, 
in  the  inftant  of  laying  on  the  ce¬ 
ment;  and  that  the  cementing  li¬ 


quor  is  to  be  ufed  when  it  is  ne~ 
ceffary  to  moiften  the  cement,  or 
when  a  liquid  is  required  to  faci¬ 
litate  the  floating  of  the  cement. 

When  fuch  cement  is  required  to 
be  of  a  finer  texture  ;  take  ninety- 
eight  pounds  of  the  fine  fand,  wet 
it  with  the  cementing  liquor,  and 
mix  it  with  the  purified  lime  and 
the  bone-afh  in  the  quantities  and 
in  the  manner  above  defcribed, 
with  this  difference  only,  that  fif¬ 
teen  pounds  of  lime,  or  f  there¬ 
abouts,  are  to  be  ufed  inftead  of 
fourteen  pounds,  if  the  greater 
part  of  the  fand  be  as  fine  as 
Lynn  fand.  This  I  call  water  ce¬ 
ment  fine  grained.  It  is  to  be 
ufed  in  giving  the  laft  coating  or 
the  finifii  to  anv  work  intended  to 
imitate  the  finer  grained  ftcnes  or 
ftucco.  But  it  may  be  applied  to 
all  the  ufes  of  the  water  cement 
coarfe  grained,  and  in  the  fame 
manner. 

When  for  any  of  the  foregoing 
purpofes  of  pointing,  building,  &c. 
fuch  a  cement  is  required  much 
cheaper  and  coarfer  grained,  then, 
much  coarfer  clean  fand  than  the 
foregoing  coarfe  fand,  or  well 
wafhed  fine  %  fhingle,  is  to  be  pro¬ 
vided.  Of  this  coarfeft  fand  or 


*  Thefe  proportions  are  intended  for  a  cement  made  with  ffiarp  fand,  for 
Incruftation  in  expofed  filuations,  where  it  is  neceffary  to  guard  againft  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  hot  weather  and  rain.  In  general  half  this  quantity  of  bone-afhes  will 
be  found  fufficient ;  and  although  the  incruftation  in  this  latter  cafe  wall  not 
harden  deeply  fo  foon,  it  will  be  ultimately  ftronger,  provided  the  weather  be  fa¬ 
vourable. 

The  injuries  which  lime  and  mortar  fuftain,  by  expofure  to  the  air,  before 
the  cement  is  finally  placed  in  a  quiefcent  ftate,  are  great;  and  therefore  our 
cement  is  the  worfe  for  being  long  beaten,  but  the  better  as  it  is  quickly  beat¬ 
en  until  the  mixture  is  eftedled,  and  no  longer. 

f  The  quantity  of  bone-afhes  is  not  to  be  increafed  with  that  of  the  lime; 
but  it  is  to  be  leffened  as  the  expofure  and  purpofes  of  the  work  will  ad¬ 
mit. 

1  Rubble. 


Ihingle 
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fhingle  *  take  fifty-fix  pounds,  of 
the  foregoing  coarfe  land  twenty- 
eight  pounds,  and  of  the  fine  fand 
fourteen  pounds;  and  after  mixing 
thefe  and  wetting  them  with  the 
cementing  liquor  in  the  foregoing 
manner,  add  fourteen  pounds,  or 
fomewhat  lefs,  of  the  f  purified 
lime,  and  then  fourteen  pounds, 
or  fomewhat  lefs,  of  the  bone-alh, 
mixing  them  together  in  the  man¬ 
ner  already  defcribed.  When  my 
cement  is  required  to  be  white, 
white  fand,  white  lime,  and  the 
whiteft  bone-alh  are  to  be  chofen. 

Grey  fand  and  grey  bone-alh  form¬ 
ed  of  half  burnt  bones,  arc  to  be 
chofen  to  make  the  cement  grey  ; 
and  any  other  colour  of  the  cement 
is  obtained,  either  by  chufino-  co- 

7  J  o 

loured  fand,  or  by  the  admixture 
of  the  necelfary  quantity  of  co¬ 
loured  talc  in  powder,  or  of  co¬ 
loured  vitreous  or  metallic  powders, 
or  other  durable  colouring  ingre¬ 
dients  commonly  ufed  in  paint. 

To  the  end  that  fuch  a  water 
cement  as  I  have  defcribed  may  be 
made  as  ufeful  as  it  is  poftible  in 
all  circumftarsces  ;  and  that  no 
perfon  may  imagine  that  my  claim 
and  right  under  thefe  Letters  Pa- 

*  Rubble. 

•f  JBecaufe  lefs  lime  is  neceflary,  as  tl 

J  But  they  mull  not  be  expofed  to  tl: 
frefh  Portland  ftone  ;  and  even  then 
much  as  the  circumftances  will  admit, 
and  beautiful,  with  a  fmall  expence  of 
have  dried  thoroughly  and  hardened, 
procefs  twice  or  thrice,  at  diftant  inrerv 
rienced  in  incruftations. 

§  In  my  experiments,  mortar  made  with  tei 
does  not  appear  to  form  fo  ftrong  a  cement  fot 
cording  to  the  fpecification,  with  coarfe  fand 
avoiding  the  ufe  of  land  in  terras  mortar,  t! 
ftone  from  the  embankment.  The  bone-alhes 
grey  or  black  fort.  I  am  not  yet  fully  fatisfie 
this  inftance. 
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tent  may  be  eluded  by  divers  va¬ 
riations  which  may  be  made  in  the 
foregoing  procefs  without  produc¬ 
ing  any  notable  defeat  in  the  ce¬ 
ment  ;  and  to  the  end  that  the 
principles  of  this  art  as  well  as  the 
art  itfelf  of  making  my  cement, 
may  be  gathered  from  this  fpecifi- 
cation  and  perpetuated  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  I  fhall  add  the  following  ob- 
fervations. 

Tli is  my  water  cement,  whether 
the  coarfe  or  fine  grained,  is  ap¬ 
plicable  in  forming  artificial  ftone, 
by  making  alternate  layers  of  the 
cement  and  of  flint,  hard  'ftone,  or 
brick,  in  moulds  of  the  figure  of 
the  intended  ftone,  and  by  expos¬ 
ing  the  maftes  fo  formed,  to  the 
open  %  air  to  harden. 

When  fuch  cement  is  required 
for  water  §  fences,  two  thirds  of 
the  prefcribed  quantity  of  bone 
afnes  are  to  be  omitted  ;  and  in  the 
place  thereof  an  equal  meafure  of 
powdered  terras  is  to  be  ufed  ;  and 
if  the  fand  employed  be  not  of  the 
coarfeft  fort,  more  terras  muft  be 
added,  fo  that  the  terras  fhall  be 
by  weight  one  fixth  part  of  the 
weight  of  the  fand. 


?  fand  is  coarfer. 

:  ram,  until  they  are  almoft  as  ftrons:  as 
ley  ought  to  he  dickered  from  it,  as 
Thefe  (tones  may  be  made  very  hard 
bone-afh,  by  foakingthem,  after  they 
ti  the  lime-liquor,  -and  repeating  thrs 
Is  of  time.  The  like  efFe^Tt  was  expe- 

ras  powder,  in  the  ufual  method, 

■  water  fences,  as  that  made  ac- 
;  and  I  fee  no  more  reofon  for 
ran  there  would  be  for  rejecting 
meant  in  this  place  are  the  dark 
d  about  the  operation  of  them  in 


When 
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When  fuch  a  cement  is  required 
of  the  fined  grain  *  or  in  a  fluid 
form,  fo  that  it  may  be  applied 
with  a  brufh,  flirit  powder,,  or  the 
powder  of  any  quartofc  or  hard 
earthy  fubflance  may  be  ufed  in 
the  place  of  fand,  but  in  a  quan¬ 
tity  fmaller  as  the  flint  or  other 
powder  is  finer  ;  fo  that  the  flint 
powder  or  other  fuch  powder  fliall 
not  be  more  than  fix  times  the 
weight  of  the  lime,  nor  lefs  than 
four  times  its 'weight.  The  greater 
the  quantity  of  lime  within  thefe 
limits,  the  more  will  the  cement 
be  liable  to  crack  by  quick  drying, 
and  vice  verfa. 

Where  fuch  fand  as  I  prefer  can¬ 
not  be  conveniently  procured,  or 
where  the  fand  cannot  be  conve¬ 
niently  wafhed  and  forted,  that 
fand  which  molt  refembles  the 
mixture  of  coarfe  and  fine  fand 
above  prefcribed,  may  be  ufed  as 
I  have  directed,  provided  due  at¬ 
tention  is  paid  to  the  quantity  of 
the  lime,  which  is  to  be  the 
greater  f  as  the  fand  is  the  finer, 
and  <vice  'verfa , 


GISTER,  1779. 

Where  fand  cannot  be  eafily 
procured,  any  durable  flony  body, 
or  baked  earth  grofly  powdered  £ 
and  forted  nearly  to  the  fizes  above 
prefcribed  for  fand,  may  be  ufed 
in  the  place  of  fand,  meafure  for 
meafure,  but  not  weight  for 
weight,  unlefs  fuch  grofs  powder 
be  as  heavy  fpecifically  as  fand. 

Sand  may  be  clean  fed  from  every 
fofter,  lighter,  and  lefs  durable 
matter,  and  from  that  part  of  the 
fand  which  is  too  fine,  by  various 
methods  preferable  §,  in  certain  cir- 
cumftances,  to  that  which  I  have 
defcrihed. 

Water  may  be  found  naturally 
free  from  fixable  gas,  felenite  or 
clay  :  fuch  water  may,  without 
any  notable  inconvenience,  be  ufed 
in  the  place  of  the  cementing  li¬ 
quor  ;  and  water  approaching  this 
ftate  will  not  require  fo  much  lime 
as  I  have  ordered,  to  make  the  ce¬ 
menting  liquor  5  and  a  cementing 
liquor  fufficiently  ufeful  may  be 
made  by  various  methods  of  mix¬ 
ing  lime  and  water  in  the  defend¬ 
ed  proportions,  or  nearly  fo. 


*  The  qualities  and  ufes  of  fuch  fine  calcareous  cement  are  recommended 
chiefly  for  the  purpofe  of  fmoo, thing  and  finifhing  the  ftronger  cruftaceous 
works,  or  for  wafhing  walls  to  a  lively  and  uniform  colour.  For  this  laid  in¬ 
tention,  the  mixture  muft  be  as  thin  as  new  cream,  and  laid  on  brifldy  with  a 
brufh,  in  dry  weather;  and  a  thick  and  durable  coat  is  to  be  made  by  repeated 
wafhing,  but  is  not  to  be  attempted  by  ufing  a  thicker  liquor;  for  the  coat 
made  with  this  lail  is  apt  to  fcale,  whilft  the  former  endures  the  weather  much 
longer  than  any  other  thin  calcareous  covering  that  has  been  applied  in  this 
way.  Fine  yellow  ochre  is  the  cheapeft  colouring  ingredient  for  fuch  a  wafh, 
when  it  is  required  to  imitate  Bath  ftone,  or  the  warm-white  ftones. 

-f  If  fea  fand  be  well  wafhed  in  frefh  water,  it  is  as  good  as  any  other  round 
fand. 

|  The  cement  made  with  thefe  and  the  proper  quantities  of  purified  lime 
and  lime-water,  are  inferior  to  the  belt,  as  the  grains  of  thefe  powders  are  more 
perifhable  and  brittle  than  tho.fe  of  fand.  They  will  not  therefore  be  employed, 
unlefs  for  the  fake  of  evafion,  or  for  want  of  fand  :  in  this  latter  cafe  the  finer 
powder  ought  to  be  wafhed  away. 

§  This  and  the  next  paragraph  is  inferted  with  a  view  to  evafions,  as  well  as 
to  fugged  the  eafier  and  cheaper  methods  which  may  be  adopted  in  certain  cir- 
(pumftances,  by  artifts  who  underfland  the  principles  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  teach, 

i  *  V  v » 

Whe4 
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When  (lone  lime  cannot  be  pro¬ 
cured,  chalk  lime  or  fhell  lime 
which  beft  refembles  Hone  lime, 
in  the  chara&ers  above  written  of 
lime,  may  be  ufed  in  the  manner 
delcribed,  except  that  fourteen 
pounds  and  a  half  of  chalk  lime 
will  be  required  in  the  place  of 
fourteen  pounds  of  (lone  lime. 
The  proportion  of  lime  which  I 
have  prefcribed  above  may  be  in- 
creafed  without  inconvenience, 
when  the  cement  or  ftucco  is  to  be 
applied  where  it  is  not  liable  to  dry 
quickly  ;  and  in  the  contrary  cir- 
cumkance  this  proportion  may  be 
diminilhed  ;  and  the  defeat  of 
lime  in  quantity  or  quality  may  be 
very  advantageoufly  fupplied*,  by 
cauling  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
the  cementing  liquor  to  foak  into 
the  work,  in  fucceffive  portions  and 
at  dikant  intervals  of  time,  fo  that 
the  calcareous  matter  of  the  ce¬ 
menting  liquor,  and  the  matter  at¬ 
tracted  from  the  open  air,  may  fill 
and  krengthen  the  work. 

The  powder  of  almok  every 
well-dried  or  burnt  animal  fub- 
kance  may  be  ufed  inftead  of  bone- 
afh  ;  and  feveral  earthy  powders, 
efpecially  the  micaceous  and  the 
metallic  ;  and  the  elixated  allies 
of  divers  vegetables  whofe  earth 
will  not  burn  to  lime  ;  and  the 
alhes  of  mineral  fuel,  which  are  of 
the  calcareous  kind,  but  will  not 
burn  to  lime  ;  will  anfvver  the  ends 
of  bone-afh  in  fome  degree. 

The  quantity  of  bone-alh  de- 
fcribed  may  be  lefiened  without 
injuring  the  cement,  in  thofe  cir- 
cumkances  efpecially  which  admit 
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the  quantity  of  lime  to  be  lefiened, 
and  in  thofe  wherein  the  cement  is 
not  liable  to  dry  quickly.  And 
the  art  of  remedying  the  defetts 
of  lime  may  be  advantageoufly 
pradlifed  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  bone-alh,  efpecially  in  building 
and  in  making  artificial  kone  with 
this  cement. 

N.  B.  For  infide  work,  the  ad¬ 
mixture  of  hair  with  this  cement 
is  ufeful. 

In  witnefs  whereof  I  the  fald 
B.  H.  &c. 

The  excellence  of  my  cement 
depends,  firk,  on  the  figure,  fize 
and  purity  of  the  fand  ;  fecondly, 
on  the  purity  of  the  lime,  obtain¬ 
ed  in  the  choice  of  lime-kone,  and 
in  the  perfefl  burning,  and  fecured 
in  the  prefervation  of  it  from  air, 
in  my  method  of  Baking,  and  in 
the  feparation  of  heterogeneous 
parts ;  thirdly,  on  the  ufe  of 
krong  and  pure  lime  water  in  the 
place  of  common  water;  fourthly, 
on  the  proportion  of  fands,  lime 
water,  and  lime  ;  fifthly,  on  the 
manner  of  mixing  them  ;  lixthly, 
on  the  knowledge  of  ingredients 
and  circumkances  which  are  inju¬ 
rious  or  ufeful  ;  feventhly,  on  the 
ufe  of  bone-afhes  of  determinate 
fize  ;  eighthly,  on  the  art  of  Ant¬ 
ing  fome  of  thefe  to  the  feveral 
purpofes  ;  and  finally,  on  fo  many 
other  particulars,  as  render  it  very 
difficult  to  give  a  more  candid  fpe- 
cification,  in  the  ufual  compafs, 
than  this  which  I  have  enrolled, 
or  to  guard  otherwife  againk  eva- 
fions,  than  by  anticipating  them. 


*  This  pra£fice  is  noticed,  as  the  remedy  which  may  be  ufed  for  the  defers 
arifing  from  evafive  meafures,  and  as  the  method  of  giving  fpungy  incrukations 
Containing  bone-afhes  the  grcatek  degree  of  hardnefs. 

On 
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Q?z  the  Virtues  of  Acorn-Coffee. 

DR.  Marx,  an  eminent  Ger¬ 
man  phyfician,  has  publifhed, 
in  the  Hanover  Magazine,  fome 
experiments,  in  which  he  has 
fhewn  the  great  virtues  of  Acorn- 
coffee,  and  has  confirmed  his  ex¬ 
periments  by  accompanying  them 
with  a  multitude  of  fads :  it  mu  ft 
therefore  give  you  pleafure  to  be 
able  to  acquaint  your  readers,  that 
fuch  a  common  fruit 'is  capable  of 
being  converted  to  many  falutary 
purpofes. 

The  method  of  preparing  the 
Acorn- coffee  is  as  follows : 

Take  found  and  ripe  acorns, 
peel  off  the  fhell  or  hufk,  divide 
the  kernels,  dry  them  gradually, 
and  then  roaft  them  in  a  clofe  vef- 
iel  or  roafter,  keeping  them  conti¬ 
nually  ftirring ;  in  doing  of  which, 
efpecial  care  muft  be  taken  that 
they  be  not  burnt  or  roafted  too 
much,  both  which  would  be  hurt¬ 
ful. 

Take  of  thefe  roafted  acorns 
(ground  like  other  coffee)  half  an 
ounce  every  morning  and  evening, 
alone  or  mixed  with  a  drachm  of 


other  coffee,  and  fweetened  with 
fug  ar,  with  or  without  milk. 

The  author  fays  that  acorns  have 
always  been  efteemed  a  wholefome^ 
nourifhing,  and  ftrengthening  nu¬ 
triment  for  men,  and  that  by  their 
medicinal  qualities  they  have  been 
found  to  cure  the  flimy  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  vifcera,  and  to  remove 
nervous  complaints  when  other  me¬ 
dicines  have  failed  :  and  although 
acorns,  he  fays,  have,  by  the  mo¬ 
derns  as  well  as  the  ancients,  been 
looked  upon  as  a  great  aftringent, 
and  generally  applied  more  out¬ 
wardly,  and  very  fparingly  in¬ 
wardly  ;  yet  he  is  of  opinion,  that 
by  the  heat  of  the  fire  they  lofe 
their  aftringent  quality,  and  thence 
have  no  more  that  effect  than  other 
coffee. 

The  author  forbears  all  manner 
of  inveftigation,  and  contents  him- 
felf  folely  with  the  relation  of 
cafes,  which  he  enumerates  with 
brevity  and  without  exaggeration. 
Many  of  the  cafes  which  accom¬ 
panied  this  account  refpeft  women, 
whofe  complaints  arofe  from  dif- 
orders  peculiar  to  their  fex. 
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A  Defcription  of  the  Alhambra,  or 
Palace  of  the  Moorifh  Kings  of 
Granada. 

/“PHIS  ancient  fortrefs,  and 
X  refidence  of  the  Mahometan 
monarchs  of  Granada,  derives  its 
name  from  the  red  colour  of  the 
materials  that  it  was  originally 
built  with,  Alhambra  fignifying 
a  red  houfe.  Molt  of  the  Sove¬ 
reigns  took  a  delight  in  adding 
new  buildings  to  the  old  towers, 
now  called  Torres  de  la  campana ,  or 
in  embellilhing  what  had  been 
joined  by  their  predeceffors.  The 
pleafantnefs  of  the  Situation,  and 
purity  of  its  air,  induced  the  Em¬ 
peror  Charles  the  Fifth  to  begin  a 
magnificent  edifice  on  the  ruins  of 
the  offices  of  the  old  palace,  and 
it  is  thought,  he  intended  to  fix 
his  chief  abode  here  ;  but  his  vo¬ 
latile  temper,  continual  wars,  and 
frequent  abfences  from  Spain, 
made  him  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
Granada,  long  before  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  the  plan.  It  Hands  between 
the  rivers,  on  a  very  high  hill, 
that  projects  into  the  plain,  and 
overlooks  all  the  city  :  the  road  up 
to  it  is  through  a  narrow  fireet, 
called  Calle  de  los  Gomeles ,  from  a 
great  family  among  the  Moors. 
This  brings  you  through  a  maffive 
gate,  built  by  the  Emperor,  into 


the  outward  inclofure  of  the  Al¬ 
hambra.  You  then  continue  to 
afcend  by  a  very  fteep  avenue  of 
elms,  which  foon  increafes  to  a 
v/ood,  interfered  in  many  direc¬ 
tions  by  wild,  negle&ed  walks, 
where  ftreams  of  clear  water,  find¬ 
ing  their  paffage  obfirufted  by  the 
rubbilh  of  their  old  channels, 
Spread  over  the  whole  road.  A 
large  fountain  adorns  the  platform 
near  the  top  of  the  hill.  The 
water,  diverted  from  its  proper 
conduits,  has  been  Suffered  to  run 
at  random  for  Such  a  length  of 
time,  that  it  has  deHroyed  moll  of 
the  Sculpture  and  embelliffiments, 
which  were  in  a  very  good  tafie* 
Here  you  turn  ffiort  to  the  left, 
and  come  under  the  walls  of  the 
inner  inclofure.  Its  appearance  is 
that  of  an  old  town,  exhibiting  a 
long  range  of  high  battlemented 
walls,  interrupted  at  regular  dis¬ 
tances  by  large  lofty  Square  towers. 
Thefe  have  one  or  two  arched 
window's  near  the  top,  and  a  pre¬ 
cipitate  Hope  from  the  bottom  into 
a  dry  ditch.  The  whole  is  built 
with  round  irregular  pebbles,  mix¬ 
ed  with  cement  and  gravel.  Some 
parts  are  covered  and  Smoothed 
over  with  a  thick  coat  of  plailter ; 
in  other  places,  mortar  has  been 
laid  in  between  the  Hones,  leaving 
as  much  of  them  uncovered  as  came 
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£o  the  level ;  then  the  trowel  has 
been  carefully  drawn  round,  form¬ 
ing  about  them  triangles,  half¬ 
moons,  &c.  Juft  before  you, 
Hands  the  prefent  principal  en¬ 
trance  into  the  caftle,  a  fquare 
tower  built  by  the  king  Jufaf  Abu- 
hagiagi,  in  1348,.  as  an  infcription 
informs  us :  from  its  being  the 
place  where  juHice  was  fummarily 
adminiHered,  it  was  fly  led  the  Gate 
of  ’Judgment.  You  pafs  through 
it  under  feveral  arches  (each  of 
which  is  more  than  a  full  femicir- 
cle,  refling  upon  a  fmall  impofl, 
the  ends  of  the  bow  being  brought 
towards  each  other  in  the  form  of 
a  horfefhoe.)  On  the  key- Hone 
of  the  outward  arch,  is  fculptured 
the  figure  of  an  arm,  the  fymbol 
of flrength  and  dominion:  on  that 
of  the  next  arch  is  a  key  embof- 
fed,  the  armorial  enfign  of  the 
Andalufian  Moors.  Above  it,  the 
wall  of  this  partition  is  covered 
with  a  beautiful  blue  and  gold  mo* 
faic,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
have  placed  an  image  of  the  Vir¬ 
gin  Mary.  As  this  is  not  a  gate 
ever  ufed  for  carriages,  the  paffage 
winds  through  feveral  turns,  full 
of  images,  indulgences,  and  altars, 
before  you  get  through,  out  into  a 
narrow  ftreet,  between  a  row  of 
fhabby  barracks  on  the  right,  and 
on  the  left  the  caftle  wall,  fuppofed 

to  be  built  bv  the  Phoenicians.  I 
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examined  the  work  very  narrowly, 
and  found  it  confided  of  a  layer  of 
cement  one  or  two  inches  thick, 
upon  which  is  placed  flat  wife  a 
ftone  of  the  fame  thicknefs,  chif- 
felled  on  the  face  into  a  kind  of  a 
chequered  defign.  This  is  the  re¬ 
gular  method  employed  from  top 
$0  bottom.  This  lane  ends  in  the 
great  fquare,  or  Plaza  de  los  Algi- 
hes,  fo  named  from  the  ancient. 


ciflerns,  that  undermine  it  frQm 
end  to  end,  and  are  conHantly  fed 
by  a  fupply  of  running  water.  The 
profpedl  from  the  parapet-wall  is 
wonderfully  grand,  over  the  vale 
of  Dauro,  the  Albaycin,  and  down 
the  Vega.  On  the  very  brow  of 
the  hill,  hanging  over  the  city. 
Hands  the  towers  of  the  hell ,  a 
groupe  of  high  fquare  buildings, 
which  now  ferve  for  prifons.  Be¬ 
low  them,  on  the  fouth-fide,  on  a 
flip  of  terrace,  is  the  governor’s 
garden,  a  Very  pleafant  walk,  full 
of  Hne  orange  and  cyprefs  trees, 
and  myrtle  hedges,  but  quite  aban¬ 
doned.  The  view  it  commands  is 
incomparable.  Two  large  vafes 
enamelled  with  gold  and  azure  fo¬ 
liages  and  characters  are  the  only 
ornaments  left :  thefe  were  taken 
out  of  the  vaults  under  the  royal 
apartments.  On  the  right  hand  of 
the  Plaza  de  los  Algibes,  is  afolitary 
gateway,  formerly  the  entrance 
into  fome  of  the  outward  quad¬ 
rangles  thrown  down  by  Charles 
the  Fifth,  to  make  room  for  his 
fuperb  palace,  which  Hands  lacing 
the  Torres  de  la  campana.  This 
edifice  is  a  perfect  fquare  of  two 
hundred  Spanifh  feet ;  it  has  two 
orders  of  piiaflers,  Doric  and  Io¬ 
nic,  upon  a  runic  bale.  The 
whole  meafures  Hxty-two  feet  from 
the  top  of  the  upper  entablement 
to  the  ground.  Three  of  the  fronts 
are  free  from  all  other  buildings  ; 
the  fourth  (that  to  the  north)  is 
joined  and  connected  with  the  an¬ 
cient  palace  of  the  M.oorifh  kings. 
It  was  never  HniHied,  which  is 
much  to  be  regretted  by  all  lovers 
of  the  Hne  arts,  for  there  are  few 
edifices  more  deferving  of  their  ad¬ 
miration.  The  architect  was  A- 
lonzo  Verruguete,  a  native  of  Pa¬ 
redes  de  Navas,  near  Valladolid. 

In 
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In  this  work  he  has  difcovered  a 
inoft  tranfcendent  genius,  grandeur 
of  ilyle,  and  elegance  and  chaftity 
of  defign.  How  different  from  all 
that  has  been  done  for  a  century 
pall  in  this  kingdom  !  The  doors 
are  defigned  in  a  great  manner  ; 
the  bafs-reliefs,  figures,  feftoons, 
medallions.  &c.  are  of  excellent 
invention  and  execution  ;  the  or¬ 
naments  of  the  cornices,  windows, 
and  capitals,  are  delicate,  and 
fuitable  to  the  general  efFeCt.  On 
the  pedeflals  of  the  columns,  that 
fupport  the  entablement  of  the 
great  door,  are  reliefs  on  dark 
marble,  that  for  polifh  might  pafs 
for  bronze  at  a  little  diftance  ;  the 
Doric  door  in  the  fouth  fide,  called 
El  Zanguenete,  pleafed  me  great¬ 
ly,  as  there  is  lomething  limply 
elegant  in  the  tafte,  and  new  in  the 
ornamental  part;  the  pediment  is 
filled  with  a  fcroll  thrown  with 
great  eale,  on  which  is  inferibed 
Bluj outre ,  the  motto  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  which  he  never  failed  intro¬ 
ducing  into  every  public  work  he 
undertook.  You  come,  through 
an  oblong  veflibule,  into  the  court 
which  forms  the  center  of  the  pa¬ 
lace.  It  is  an  exadl  circle,  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-four  feet  dia¬ 
meter,  round  which  runs  a  Doric 
colonnade,  or  portico,  of  thirty- 
two  columns,  fupporting  an  upper 
gallery  of  an  equal  number  of  pil¬ 
lars,  of  the  Ionic  order.  They 
are  all  of  them  of  one  entire  block 
of  reddifn  marble.  The  portico  is 
nineteen  feet  wide,  and  ferves  as  a 
communication  with  the  flair-cafe, 
and  the  intended  apartments, 
which  are  difpofed  round  the  court 
in  various  forms  and  proportions. 
The  roof  of  the  gallery  is  crum¬ 
bling  away  very  fait,  and  many  of 
the  columns  are  much  damaged. 
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The  apartments  never  had  any 
other  covering  than  the  fky  ;  and 
nothing  but  the  matchiefs  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  climate  could 
have  faved  this  beautiful  work  fo 
many  years  from  total  ruin.  The 
magnificence,  the  unity  of  this 
whole  pile,  but,  above  all,  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  the  circular  court,  quite 
tranfported  me  with  pleafure,  on 
the  firft:  view,  and  I  have  ever 
fince  found  my  admiration  increafe 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  my 
vifits. 

Adjoining  (to  the  north)  Hands 
a  huge  heap  of  as  ugly  buildings 
as  can  well  be  feen,  all  huddled 
together,  feemingly  without  the 
leafl  intention  of  forming  one  habi¬ 
tation  out  of  them.  The  walls 
are  entirely  unornamented,  all  gra¬ 
vel  and  pebbles,  daubed  over  with 
plaifler  by  a  very  coarfe  hand  ;  yet 
this  is  the  palace  of  the  Moorifh 
kings  of  Granada,  indifputably 
the  moll  curious  place  within,  that 
exifls  in  Spain,  perhaps  in  Europe. 
In  many  countries,  you  may  fee 
excellent  modern  as  well  as  ancient 
architecture,  both  entire  and  in 
ruins  ;  but  nothing  to  be  met  with 
any  where  elfe  can  convey  an  idea 
of  this  edifice,  except  you  take  it 
from  the  decorations  of  an  opera, 
or  the  tales  of  the  Genii.  I  there¬ 
fore  look  upon  it  to  Hand  alone  in 
its  kind,  and  confequently  think  no 
excufe  neceftary,  previous  to  my 
entering  upon  the  dry  detail  I  in¬ 
tend  giving  you  of  it. 

Palling  round  the  corner  of  the 
Emperor’s  palace,  you  are  admit¬ 
ted  at  a  plain  unornamented  door 
in  a  corner.  On  my  firft  vifit,  I 
confefs,  I  was  flruck  with  amaze¬ 
ment,  as  I  ftept  over  the  threihold, 
to  find  myfelf  on  a  fudden  tranf¬ 
ported  into  a  fpecies  of  fairy-land. 
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The  firft  place  you  come  to,  is  the 
court  called  the  communa ,  or  del  me- 
fucar ,  that  is,  the  common  baths  :  an 
oblong  fquare,  with  a  deep  bafon 
of  clear  water  in  the  middle  ;  two 
flights  of  marble  Heps  leading  down 
to  the  bottom  ;  on  each  fide  a  par¬ 
terre  of  flowers,  and  a  row  of 
orange-trees.  Round  the  court 
runs  a  peryftiie  paved  with  marble ; 
the  arches  bear  upon  very  flight 
pillars,  in  proportions  and  ftyle 
different  from  all  the  regular  or¬ 
ders  of  architecture.  The  ceilings 
and  walls  are  in cru Hated  with  fret¬ 
work  in  ftucco,  fo  minute  and  in¬ 
tricate,  that  the  moft  patient 
draughtfman  would  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  follow  it,  unlefa  he  made 
himfelf  maker  of  the  general  plan. 
This  would  facilitate  the  operation 
exceedingly,  for  all  this  work  is 
frequently  and  regularly  repeated 
at  certain  diftances,  and  has  been 
executed  by  means  of  fquare 
moulds  applied  fucceflively,  and 
the  parts  joined  together  with  the 
utmofi  nicety.  In  every  divifion 
are  Arabic  leniences  of  different 
lengths,  moft  of  them  exprefliye  of 
the  following  meanings,  <<r  There 
is  no  conqueror  but  God  or, 
t(  Obedience  and  honour  to  our 
(t  Lord  Abouabdallah.”  The  cei¬ 
lings  are  gilt  or  painted,  and  time 
has  cau fed  no  diminution  in  the 
freflinefs  of  their  colours,  though 
conftantly  expoled  to  the  air.  The 
lower  part  of  ’the  walls  is  mofaic, 
difpofed  in  fantaftic.  knots  and  fef- 
toons.  A  work  fo  new  to  me,  fo 
exquifitely  finiflied,  and  fo  diffe¬ 
rent  from  all  I  had  ever  feen,  af¬ 
forded  me  the  moft  agreeable  fen- 
fations,  which,  I  afrnre  you,  re¬ 
doubled  every  ftep  I  took  in  this 
magic  ground.  The  porches  at 
the  ends  are  more  like  grotto- work. 


than  any  thing  elfe  I  can  compare 
them  to.  That  on  the  right  hand 
opens  into  an  oClagon  vault,  under 
the  Emperor’s  palace,  and  forms  a 
perfeft  whifpering-gallery,  meant 
to  be  a  communication  between  the 
offices  of  both  houfes. 

Oppoflte  to  the  door  of  the  com¬ 
muna  through  which  you  enter,  is 
another,  leading  into  the  Quarto 
de  los  leones ,  or  apartment  of  the 
lions,  which  is  an  oblong  court, 
one  hundred  feet  in  length,  and 
fifty  in  breadth,  environed  with  a 
colon  ad  e  feveh  feet  broad  on  the 
Tides,  and  ten  at  the  end.  Two 
porticos  or  cabinets,  about  fifteen 
feet  fquare,  projeft  into  the  court 
at  the  two  extremities.  The 
fquare  is  paved  with  coloured  tiles ; 
the  colonade  with  white  marble. 
The  walls  are  covered  five  feet  up 
from  the  ground  with  blue  and 
yellow  tiles,  difpofed  chequervvife. 
Above  and  below  is  a  border  of 
fmall  efcutcheons,  enamelled  blue 
and  gold,  with  an  Arabic  motto 
on  a  bend,  fignifying,  No  con- 
iS  queror  but  God.”  The  co¬ 
lumns  that  fupport  the  roof  and 
gallery  are  of  white  marble,  very 
(lender,  and  fantaftically  adorned. 
They  are  nine  feet  high,  including 
bafe  and  capital,  and  eight  inches 
and  a  half  diameter.  They  are 
very  irregularly  placed,  fometimes 
fingly,  at  others  in  groups  of  three, 
but  more  frequently  two  together. 
The  width  of  the  horfe-fhoe  arches 
above  them  is  four  feet  two  inches 
for  the  large  ones,  and  three  for 
the  fmaller.  The  ceiling  pf  the 
portico  is  finifbed  in  a  much  finer 
and  more  complicated  manner, 
than  that  of  the  communa ,  and  the 
ftucco  laid  on  the  walls  with  ini¬ 
mitable  delicacy  ;  in  the  ceiling  it 
is  fo  artfully  frofted  and  handled. 
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as  to  exceed  belief.  The  capitals 
are  of  various  defigns,  though  each 
defign  is  repeated  feveral  times  in 
the  circumference  of  the  court, 
but  not  the  lead  attention  has  been 
paid  to  placing,  them  regularly  or 
oppoflte  to  each  other.  You  will 
form  a  much  clearer  idea  of  their 
ftyle,  as  well  as  difpolitions,  from 
the  drawings,  than  from  the  mod 
elaborate  defcription  I  can  pen. 
Not  the  fmalleft  reprefentation  of 
animal  life  can  be  difcovered  a- 
midd  the  varieties  of  foliages, 
grotefques,  and  drange  ornaments. 
About  each  arch  is  a  large  fquare 
of  arabefques,  furrounded  with  a 
rim  of  characters,  that  are  gene¬ 
rally  quotations  from  the  Koran. 
Over  the  pillars  is  another  fquare 
of  delightful  filagree  work.  Higher 
up  is  a  wooden  rim,  or  kind  of 
cornice,  as  much  enriched  with 
carving  as  the  ducco  _that  covers 
the  part  underneath.  Over  this 
projects  a  roof  of  red  tiles,  the 
only  thing  that  disfigures  this 
beautiful  fquare.  This  ugly  co¬ 
vering  is  modern,  put  on  by  order 
of  Mr.  Wall,  the  late  prime  mi¬ 
ni  der,  who  a  few  years  ago  gave 
the  Alhambra  a  thorough  repair. 
In  Moorilh  times  the  building  was 
covered  with  large  painted  and 
glazed  tiles,  of  which  fome  few 
are  dill  to  be  fee n.  In  the  center 
of  the  court  are  twelve  ill- made 
lions  muzzled,  their  fore-parts 
fmooth,  their  hind-parts  rough, 
which  bear  upon  their  backs  an 
enormous  bafon,  out  of  which  a 
leffer  rifes.  While  the  pipes  were 
kept  in  good  order,  a  great  vo¬ 
lume  of  water  was  thrown  up,  that, 
falling  down  into  the  bafons,  paf- 


fed  through  the  beads,  and  iffued 
out  of  their  mouths  into  a  large 
refervoir,  where  it  communicated 
by  channels  with  the  jet  d’eaus  in 
the  apartments.  This  fountain  is 
of  white  marble,  embellidied  with 
many  fedoons,  and  Arabic  didichs, 
thus  trandated  : 

“  Seed  thou  not  how  the  water 
“  flows  copiou fly  like  the  Nile?’* 

“  This  refembles  a  fea  wafhing 
<(  over  its  fhores,  threatening  fliip- 
<f  wreck  to  the  mariner.” 

<(  This  water  runs  abundantly, 

“  to  give  drink  to  the  lions.” 

<(  Terrible  as  the  lion  is  our  . 
“  king  in  the  day  of  battle.” 

“  The  Nile  gives  glory  to  the 
t(  king,  and  the  lofty  mountains 
“  proclaim  it.” 

<e  This  garden  is  fertile  in  de- 
“  lights  ;  God  takes  care  that 
“  no  noxious  animal  fhall  ap- 
“  proach  it.” 

(t  The  fair  princefs  that  walks 
(C  in  this  garden,  covered  with 
“  pearls,  augments  its  beauty  fo 
“  much,  that  thou  may’ll  doubt 
<e  whether  it  be  a  fountain  that 
flows,  or  the  tears  of  her  ad* 

“  mirers*,” 

Palling  along  the  colonade,  and 
keeping  on  the  fouth  lids,  you 
come  to  a  circular  room  ufed  by  the 
men  as  a  place  for  drinking  coffee 
and  forbets  in.  A  fountain  in  the 
middle  refrelhed  the  apartment  in 
fummer.  The  form  of  this  hall, 
the  elegance  of  its*  cupola,  the 
chearful  diflribution  of  light  from 
above,  and  the  exquiflte  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  ducco  is  de- 
ligned,  painted,  and  finilhed,  ex¬ 
ceed  all  my  powers  of  defcription. 
Every  thing  in  it  infpires  the  mod 


*  This  paffage  is  very  obfcure  in  the  Latin  tranflation.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  fomethisig  of  it,  but  it  dill  remains  a. forced  conceit. 
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pleating,  voluptuous  ideas :  yet  in 
this  fweet  retreat  they  pretend 
that  Abouabdoulah  affembled  the 
Abencerrages,  and  caufed  their 
heads  to  be  ftruck  off  into  the 
fountain.  Our  guide,  with  a  look 
exprefiiveof  implicit  faith,  pointed 
out  to  us  the  tiains  of  their  blood 
in  the  white  marble  flabs ;  which 
is  nothing  more  than  the  reddiffi 
marks  of  iron-water  in  the  quarry, 
or  perhaps  the  effedft  of  being  long 
expofed  to  the  air.  Continuing 
your  walk  round,  you  are  next 
brought  to  a  couple  of  rooms  at 
the  head  of  the  court,  which  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  tribunals, 
or  audience- chambers.  In  the 
ceiling  are  three  hiftorical  paint¬ 
ings,  executed  with  much  ftrength, 
but  great  ftiffnefs  in  the  figures 
and  countenances.  One  of  them 
fcems  to  be  a  cavalcade  ;  the  other 
the  entrance  of  feme  princefs ;  and 
the  third  a  divan.  When  thefe 
were  painted,  and  what  they  are 
meant  to  reprefent,  I  could  not 
make  out ;  but  our  Cicerone  natu¬ 
rally  adapted  them  to  the  hiftory 
of  the  Sultana  and  her  four  Chris¬ 
tian  knights.  If  they  are  repre- 
fentations  of  that  doubtful  ftory, 
they  mull  have  been  painted  in  the 
Emperor’s  time,  or  a  little  before, 
for  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  A- 
bouabdoulah  would  wilh  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  the  memory  of  a  tranfaclnn 
in  which  he  bore  fo  very  weak  and 
difhondurable  a  part.  And  be¬ 
tides,  the  anathema  denounced  by 
the  Koran  againft  all  reprefenta- 
tions  of  living  creatures,  renders 
it  next  to  impofiible  that  thefe 
pieces  fhould  have  exifted  previous 
to  the  conqueft.  The  lions  of  the 
great  fountain  may  be  brought  as 
an  argument  againfl  my  laft  rea- 
fon  and  indeed  they  Ihevv  that 


the  Granadine  princes,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  oriental  caliphs,  who 
put  their  own  effigy  on  their  coin, 
ventured  now  and  then  to  place 
themfelves  above  the  letter  of  the 
law.  Be  this  as  it  will,  if  the  an¬ 
tiquity  of  thefe  pidlures  can  be 
proved  to  go  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  Ferdinand,  or  at  leaft  the 
beginning  of  that  of  Charles, 
which  I  take  to  be  no  very  difficult 
matter  to  make  out,  I  ffiould  have 
much  greater  refpedl  for  the  au¬ 
thority  of  Giles  Peres  than  many 
think  him  entitled  to.  It  can 
fcarce  be  fuppofed  that  the  events 
of  the  reign  of  Abouabdoulah 
could  be  fo  totally  forgotten  fo 
foon  after,  that  a  painter  ffiould 
dare  to  invent  a  trial  and  combat, 
at  which  many  tiill  living  in  Gra¬ 
nada  might  have  affifted  as  fpedta- 
tors. 

Oppofite  to  the  Sala  de  los  Aben¬ 
cerrages  is  the  entrance  into  the 
Torre  de  las  dos  bermanas ,  or  the 
tower  of  the  two  tiflers,  fo  named 
from  two  very  beautiful  pieces  of 
marble  laid  as  flags  in  the  pave¬ 
ment.  This  gate  exceeds  all  the 
reft  in  profution  of  ornaments  and 
in  beauty  of  profpedt,  which  it  af¬ 
fords  through  a  range  of  apart¬ 
ments,  where  a  multitude  of  arches 
terminate  in  a  large  window  open 
to  the  country.  In  a  gleam  of 
tunffiine,  the  variety  of  tints  and 
lights  thrown  upon  this  enfilade 
are  uncommonly  rich.  I  employ¬ 
ed  much  time  in  making  an  exa<!t 
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drawing  of  it  from  the  fountain, 
and  hope  it  will  help  you  to  com¬ 
prehend  what  I  am  labouring  to 
explain  by  my  narrative.  The 
firft  hall  is  the  concert-room,  where 
the  women  fate ;  the  muficians 
played  above  in  four  balconies.  In 
the  middle  is  a  jet  d’eau.  The 
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marble  pavement  I  take  to  be  equal 
to  the  fin, eft  exifting,  for  the  fize 
of  the  flags,  and  evennefs  of  the 
colour.  The  two  Afters,  which 
give  name  to  the  room,  are  flabs 
that  meafure  fifteen  feet  by  feven 
and  a  half,  without  flaw  or  ftain. 
The  walls,  up  to  a  certain  height, 
are  mofaic,  and  above  are  divided 
into  very  neat  compartments  of 
ftucco,  all  of  one  defign,  which  is 
alfo  followed  in  many  of  the  ad* 
jacent  halls  and  galleries.  The 
ceiling  is  a  fretted  cove.  To  pre- 
ferve  this  vaulted  roof,  as  well  as 
fome  of  the  other  principal  cupo¬ 
las,  the  outward  walls  of  the 
towers  are  raifed  ten  feet  above  the 
top  of  the  dome,  and  fupport  ano¬ 
ther  roof  over  all,  by  which  means 
no  damage  can  ever  be  caufed  by 
wet  weather,  or  exceffive  heat  and 
cold.  From  this  hall  you  pafs 
round  the  little  myrtle-garden  of 
Lindaraxa,  into  an  additional 
building  made  to  the  eaft  end  by 
Charles  V.  The  rooms  are  fmall 
and  low  :  his  dear  motto.  Plus 
outre y  appears  on  every  beam. 
This  leads  to  a  little  tower,  pro¬ 
jecting  from  the  line  of  the  north 
wail,  called  El  tocador ,  or  the  dref- 
fing-room  of  the  lultana.  It  is  a 
fmall  fquare  cabinet,  in  the  middle 
of  an  open  gallery,  from  which  it 
receives  light  by  a  door  and  three 
windows.  The  look-out  charming. 
In  one  corner  is  a  large  marble 
flag,  drilled  full  of  holes,  through 
which  the  fmoke  of  perfumes  af- 
cended  from  furnaces  below  ;  and 
here,  it  is  prefumed,  the  Moorifh 
queen  was  wont  to  fit  to  fumigate 
and  fweeten  her  perfon.  The  em¬ 
peror  caufed  this  little  pretty  room 
to  be  painted  with  reprefentations 
of  his  wars,  and  a  great  variety  of 
grotefques,  which  appear  to  be  co- 
Vol.  XXII. 
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pies,  or  at  leaft  imitations,  of  thofe 
in  the  loggie  in  the  Vatican.  They 
have  been  lhamefully  abufed  by 
idle  fcribblers ;  what  remains  fhews 
them  to  have  been  the  work  of 
able  artifts.  From  hence  you  go 
through  a  long  paffage  to  the  hall 
ol  ambafladors,  which  is  magnifi¬ 
cently  decorated  with  innumerable 
varieties  of  rnofaics,  and  the  mot¬ 
tos  of  all  the  kings  of  Granada. 
This  long  narrow  antichamber 
opens  into  the  communa  on  the  left 
hand,  and  on  the  right  into  the 
great  audience-hall  in  the  tower  of 
Comares ,  a  noble  apartment,  thirty- 
fix  feet  fquare,  thirty-fix  high  up 
to  the  cornice,  and  eighteen  from, 
thence  to  the  center  of  the  cupola* 
The  walls  on  three  fides  are  fifteen 
feet  thick,  on  the  other  nine  ;  the 
lower  range  of  windows  thirteen 
feet  high.  The  whole  hall  is  in¬ 
laid  with  mofaic  of  many  colours, 
difpofed  in  intricate  knots*  ftars, 
and  other  figures.  In  every  part 
are  repeated  certain  Arabic  fen- 
tences,  the  principal  of  which  arc 
the  following  : 

“  The  counfel  of  God  and  3 
t(  fpeedy  increafe,  and  give  joy  to 
“  true  believers.” 

“  Praife  to  God,  and  to  his  vice- 
(t  gerent  Nazar,  who  gave  this 
“  empire,  and  to  our  king  Abou- 
“  abdoulah,  to  whom  be  peace, 
“  elevation,  and  glory.” 

N.  B,  Nazar  is  an  appellation 
of  eminence,  and  fuppofed 
to  mean  the  famous  Emir- 
moumelin  Jacob  Almanzar. 

**  There  is  no  God  but  God.” 
tc  Valour,  fuccefs,  and  duration 
“  to  our  king  Abulhaghagh,  king 
tf  of  the  Moors ;  God  guide  his 
<£  ftate  and  elevate  his  power  1” 

“  Praife  be  to  God,  for  I  en- 
“  liven  this  dwelling  of  princes 
K,  *f  with 
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with  my  beauty,  and  with  my  ter,  and  the  floves  with  vapours, 
crown.  I  ilrike  firm  root;  I  The  troughs  are  formed  of  large 
S£  have  fountains  of  purefl  water,  flabs  of  white  marble  ;  the  walls 


and  handfome  apartments  ;  my 
‘T  inhabitants  are  lords  of  mighty 
puiffance.  May  God,  who 
tc  guides  his  people,  prote£l  me, 

*s  for  I  attend  to  the  fayings  of 
“  the  holy  !  I  am  thus  adorned 
£(  by  the  hand  and  liberality  of 
Si  Abulhaghagh,  who  is  a  bright 
*e  moon  that  cads  forth  his  light 
S(  over  the  face  of  heaven. ” 

Thefe  infcriptions,  and  many 
others  difperfed  over  the  palace, 
prove  that  there  is  very  little  of  it 
remaining  that  is  not  the  work  of 
Abulhaghagh,  or  of  Abouabdou- 
lah. 

Having  thus  completed  the  tour 
of  the  upper  apartments,  which  are 
upon  a  level  with  the  offices  of  the 
new  palace,  you  defcend  to  the 
lower  door,  which  confided  of  bed¬ 
chambers  and  fumrner-rooms  :  the 
back-flairs  and  pafTag.es,  that  faci¬ 
litated  the  intercourse  between 
them,  are  without,  number.  The 
moil  remarkable  room  below  is  the 
•king’s  bedchamber,  which  com¬ 
municated,  by  means  of  a  gallery, 
with  the  upper  dory.  The  beds 
were  placed  in  two  alcoves,  upon 
a  railed  pavement  of  blue  and 
-white  tiles ;  but  as  it  has  been  re¬ 
paired  by  Philip  V.  who  palled 
Tome  time  here,  I  cannot  fay  how 
it  may  have  been  in  former  times. 
A  fountain  played  in  the  middle, 
to  refrefh  the  apartment  in  hot 
weather.  Behind  the  alcoves  are 
ftnall  doors,  that  conduct  you  to 
the  royal  baths.  Thefe  con  fill  in 
one  fmall  clofet  with  marble  cif- 
.  terns  for  walking  children,  two 
rooms  for  grown-up  perfons,  and 
vaults  for  boilers  and  furnaces, 
that  fupplied  the  baths  with  wa- 
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are  beautified  with  party-coloured 
earthen  ware  ;  light  is  admitted 
by  holes  in  the  coved  ceiling. 

Hard  by  is  a  whifpering-gal- 
lery,  and  a  kind  of  labyrinth, 
faid  to  have  been  made  for  the 
diverfion  of  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren. 

One  of  the  paffages*of  commu¬ 
nication  is  fenced  off  with  a  flrong 
iron  grate,  and  called  the  prifon 
of  the  fultana  ;  but  it  feems  more 
probable  that  it  was  put  up  to 
prevent  any  body  from  climbing  up 
into  the  women’s  quarter. 

Under  the  council -room  is  a 
long  flip,  called  the  king’s  fludy  ; 
and  adjoining  to  it  are  feveral 
vaults,  faid  to  be  the  place  of  bu¬ 
rial  of  the  royal  family.  In  the 
year  1574,  four  fepulchres  were 
opened  ;  but,  as  they  contained 
nothing  but  bones  and  affies,  were 
immediately  clofed  again. 

I  ffiall  finifh  this  defcription  of 
the  Alhambra,  by  obferving  how 
admirably  every  thing  was  planned 
and  calculated  for  rendering  this 
palace  the  moll  voluptuous  of  all 
retirements  ;  what  plentiful  fup- 
plies  of  water  were  brought  to  re¬ 
frefh  it  in  the  hot  months  of  fum- 
mer  ;  what  a  free  circulation  of 
air  was  contrived,  by  the  judici¬ 
ous  difpofition  of  doors  and  win¬ 
dows  ;  what  ffiady  gardens  of  aro¬ 
matic  trees  ;  what  noble  views 
over  the  beautiful  hills  and  fertile 
plains  !  No  wonder  the  Moors 
regretted  Granada  ;  no  wonder 
they  Hill  offer  up  prayers  to  God 
every  Friday  for  the  recovery  of 
this  city,  which  they  efleem  a  ter- 
reilrial  paradife. 
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Of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Burgos, 
and  of  the  Origin  of  Gothic  Ar¬ 
chitecture.  From  the  fa?ne. 

THE  cathedral  is  one  of  the 
moll  magnificent  ftrudlures 
of  the  Gothic  kind,  now  exifting 
in  Europe;  but  although  it  rifes 
very  high,  and  is  feen  at  a  great 
diftance,  its  fituation  in  a  hole  cut 
out  of  the  fide  of  the  hill,  is  a 
great  difadvantage  to  its  general 
effeft.  Its  form  is  exadlly  the  fame 
as  that  of  York-minfter,  which  I 
look  upon  to  be  the  criterion  ac¬ 
cording  to  which  the  beauties  or 
defefts  of  every  gothic  church  are 
to  be  eftimated.  At  the  weftern 
or  principal  front  are  two  fteeples 
ending  in  fpires,  and  on  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  the  edifice  rifes  a  large  fquare 
tower,  adorned  with  eight  pinna¬ 
cles  ;  on  one  fide  of  the  eall  end 
is  a  lower  odlagon  building,  with 
eight  pyramids,  which  correfpond 
exactly  to  the  Chapter-houfe  at 
York.  We  were  ftruck  with  the 
refemblance  between  thefe  build¬ 
ings  ;  both  were  embellilhed  with 
a  profufion  of  ftatues  ;  moll  of 
thofe  at  York  were  deftroyed  in 
the  firft  emotions  of  iconoclaftic 
zeal  :  thofe  of  Burgos  are  llill  in 
full  pofiefiion  of  the  homages  of 
the  country,  and  confequently  en¬ 
tire  ;  feveral  of  them  are  much 
more  delicate  than  one  would  ex- 
pedl,  confidering  the  age  they 
were  fculptured  in.  Santiago,  the 
patron  of  this  cathedral,  Hands 
very  confpicuous  on  his  war-horfe 
among  the  needles  of  the  main 
iteeple  ;  and  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
feated  in  folemn  ftate  over  the » 
great  window  of  the  welt  porch. 
The  foliage-work,  arches,  pillars, 
and  battlements,  are  executed  in 
the  molt  elaborate  and  finilhed 


manner  of  that  ftyle  which  has 
ufually  been  called  Gothic  ;  of  late 
this  appellation  is  exploded,  and 
that  of  Arabic  fubftituted  for  it. 
I  confefs,  I  fee  fome  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  this  fe- 
cond  epithet.  In  the  buildings  I 
have  had  opportunities  of  examin¬ 
ing  in  Spain  and  in  Sicily,  which 
are  undoubtedly  Saracenic,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  difcover  any 
thing  like  an  original  defign,  from 
which  the  Gothic  ornaments  might 
be  fuppofed  to  be  copied.  The 
arches  ufed  in  our  old  cathedrals 
are  pointed ;  thofe  of  the  Sara¬ 
cens  are  almoflfemi-circular,  when¬ 
ever  they  are  not  turned  in  the 
form  of  an  horfe-fhoe.  The 
churches  of  our  anceftors  Ihoot  up 
into  fpires,  towers,  pinnacles  and 
filligree  work,  and  no  fuch  thing 
as  a  cupola  feems  ever  to  have 
been  attempted  ;  the  mofques  and 
other  buildings  of  the  Arabians, 
are  rounded  into  domes  and  co¬ 
ved  roofs,  with  now  and  then  a 
fiender  fquare  minaret  terminating 
in  a  ball  or  pine-apple;  the  Ara¬ 
bic  walls  fhine  with  painted  tiles, 
mofaics,  and  fiucco,  none  of  which 
ever  appear  in  our  ancient  edi¬ 
fices  ;  the  pillars  in  the  latter  are 
generally  grouped  many  together, 
and  from  a  very  fmall  member  of 
an  entablature  fprings  one  or  two 
arches  ;  in  the  former,  the  co¬ 
lumns  Hand  fingle,  and  if  placed 
more  than  one  together  to  fupport 
fome  heavy  part,  they  never  touch, 
or  as  it  were  grow  into  each  other; 
there  is  always  a  thick  architrave 
at  lead:  to  fupport  the  arch,  and 
commonly  an  upright  piece  of 
wall  to  refill  the  lateral  prefiure. 
Whenever  it  happens,  as  in  the 
great  divifions  of  the  mofque  at 
Cordova,  that  four  pillars  are 
K  z  joined 
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joined  together,  it  is  by  means  of 
a  fquare  wail  or  pier,  at  the  four 
angles  of  which  are  placed  the  co¬ 
lumns,  perfectly  feparated  and  dif- 
tinCt.  In  all  the  varieties  of  ca¬ 
pitals  I  have  taken  drawings  of, 
I  never  found  one  exactly  the 
fame  in  defign  or  proportions,  as 
our  Gothic  ones  in  the  churches 
of  England,  or  in  thofe  of  France, 
at  leaft  fuch  as  I  have  examined ; 
viz.  Saint  Denis,  Amiens,  Rouen, 
Bordeaux,  Tours,  and  others.  The 
Chriftian  ftru&ures  are  extremely 
lofty,  and  full  of  long  windows 
with  painted  glafs ;  the  porches 
and  doors  are  deep  recelfes,  with 
feveral  arches  one  within  another, 
crowded  with  little  faints  and  an¬ 
gels.  Now  every  thing  is  differ¬ 
ent  in  the  molque  of  Cordova, 
the  only  one  I  have  ever  feen,  but 
which  I  think  may  be  fairly  deem¬ 
ed  a  proper  lam  pie  of  Arabian  fa- 
cred  architecture,  to  elbablifh  a 
judgment  upon  ;  whether  we  con¬ 
sider  its  antiquity,  being  biiilt  be¬ 
fore  the  ninth  century  ;  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  which,  fome  parts  ex¬ 
cepted,  is  exaClly  as  it  was  a  thou- 
fand  years  ago  ;  or  laftly  the 
princely  hands  that  railed  it.  It 
was  ereCted  by  Abdoulrahman  the 
firft,  probably  upon  the  deligns, 
and  under  the  infpeCtion  of  the 
ableft  architects  of  the  age,  and 
according  to  the  method  of  diftri- 
bution  obferved  in  holy  edifices 
built  in  Arabia  and  Egypt.  Here, 
and  I  have  reafon  to  think  it  is  fo 
in  moil,  if  not  all,  mofques,  the 
elevation  of  the  roof  is  trifling, 
not  a  feventeenth  part  of  the 
length  of  the  iles  ;  there  are  no 
windows  of  any  flze,  and  what 
there  are,  are  covered  with  fili¬ 
gree-work  in  flone,  fo  as  never  to 
admit  any  great  quantity  of  light. 


which  was  received  from  fky-Iights 
and  cupolas,  and  from  the  occa- 
fional  opening  of  the  doors :  the 
finking  back  of  the  arches  over 
the  gates  is  fcarce  perceptible,  as 
they  are  almolt  of  an  equal  pro¬ 
jection  with  the  wall  of  the  build¬ 
ing.  From  all  thefe  differential 
marks,  I  am  inclined  to  fufpeCt 
that  our  old  firuCtures  have  been 
new-named,  and  Mahometamied 
without  fufficient  proof  of  their 
Arabic  origin.  At  the  fame  time 
I  acknowledge  it  is  difficult  to  find 
them  a  more  fatisfaCtory  and  ge¬ 
nuine  pedigree. 

The  belt  age  of  that  ftyle  of 
conflruCtion  began  in  England  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  for 
till  then  we  built  in  the  clumfy 
manner  called  Saxon,  deftitute  of 
every  recommendation  but  folidi- 
ty  ;  the  new  tafte  came  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  from  France,  introduced 
by  fome  Proven£als  that  followed 
the  Queen.  If  you  fuppofe  it  im¬ 
ported  into  that  kingdom  by 
thofe  that  returned  from  the  cru- 
fadoes,  we  mu  ft  of  courfe  fet  it 
down  as  an  eaftern  invention. 
The  queftion  is,  what  part  of  the 
eaft  it  came  from,  and  whether 
it  was  the  fame  as  that  employed 
by  the  Arabians.  If  there  were 
clear  proofs  of  its  being  a  branch 
of  the  Arabic  architecture,  it 
would  ftill  appear  extraordinary, 
that  its  very  firft  introduction  into 
Chriftendom  fliould  be  attended 
with  fo  great  a  variation  from 
the  models  it  was  meant  to  imitate ; 
and  that  any  prince  or  learned 
prieft  that  'thought  it  worthy  of 
being  employed  in  his  country, 
fhould  immediately  fet  about  new 
falhioning  it  in  all  its  points.  We 
may,  if  we  pleafe  to  indulge  our 
fancy,  fay  that  fome  fubiime  ge¬ 
nius 
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Tiius  Parted  out  from  the  dully 
gloom  of  a  monaftic  library,  alter¬ 
ed  and  improved  upon  the  hints 
he  found  in  books  of  Arabian 
architedlure,  fubftituted  bold  and 
allonilhing  ideas  of  his  own ;  found 
bifhops,  princes,  and  abbots,  wil¬ 
ling  to  adopt  them;  and  built 
churches  in  a  ftyle  entirely  new, 
and  apparently  original.  We  may  made,  I  fend  you  the  refult  of  my 
fuppofe  him  to  have  formed  a  inquiries  on  that  head,  after  hav- 
fchool  of  other  monks,  the  only  ing  confulted  moll  of  thofe  trea- 
architedls  of  thofe  ages  among  the  tifes  which  might  be  fuppofed  to 
Chriftians  ;  and  that  thefe  pupils  furnifh  material  information. 


able  Daines  Barrington.  In  a 
Letter  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  fuf- 
tice  Blackftone. 

Dear  Sir, 

AS  I  know  you  are  fomewhat 
interefted  with  regard  to  the 
period  when  thofe  ufeful  meafurers 
of  time  called  clocks  were  firft 


gradually  new  modelled  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  their  mailer,  and  reduc¬ 
ed  his  method  to  certain  rules  ; 
which  afterwards  ferved  as  guides 
through  all  the  fantallic  mazes  of 


Earlier  inltances  might  be  pro¬ 
duced  from  thefe  authorities  of 
Horologia  in  different  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but  this  word  fignifying  in 
thofe  centuries  dials  as  well  as 


our  ecclefiaftical  architedture.  Some  clocks ,  nothing  decilive  can  be  in- 
perfons  have  fufpe&ed  it  to  have  ferred  from  fuch  term,  unlefs  from 
been  the  manner  pradlifed  by  the  other  circumftances,  or  exprelfions, 
eaftern  Chriftians,  and  not  adopted  it  can  be  fhewn  to  relate  to  a  clock 
by  the  Arabs;  who  might  difdain  rather  than  a  dial, 
to  have  any  thing  fimilar  in  their  Dante  feems  to  be  the  firft  au- 
places  of  worfhip,  with  thofe  of  a  thor  who  hath  introduced  the  men- 
conquered  people.  Others  have  tion  of  an  orologio,  which  Jlruck 
been  of  opinion,  that  it  comes 
originally  from  Perfia,  or  further 
eall ;  and  fome  again  maintain  it 
to  be  an  European  invention,  or 
at  leaft  a  barbarous  mode  of 

building  brought  by  fome  great  <(  Amattinar  lo  fpofo,  perche  rami.” 
genius  to  the  elegant  perfection  Dante.  Paradifo,  C. x. 

we  behold  in  our  cathedrals.  The  Now  Dante  was  born  in  1265, 
argument  would  require  a  great  and  died  in  1321,  aged  57;  there- 
n umber  of  companions,  confron-  fore  ftriking  clocks  could  not  have 
taiions,  and  combinations,  to  find  been  very  uncommon  in  Italy  at 
out  the  connexion  between  the  the  latter  end  of  the  13th  cen- 
two  manners .  luch  a  difquifition  tury,  or  the  very  beginning  of 
belongs  more  properly  to  a  trea-  the"  14th. 


the  Ixutr  (and  confequently  can¬ 
not  be  a  dial),  in  the  following 
lines : 

(C  Indi  come  horologio  che  ne  chlami , 

“  Nel  bora  che  la  fpofa  d’ldio  furge, 


tile  than  to  a  letter,  of  which  it 
has  already  engrofted  too  large  a 
fhare. 


But  the  ufe  of  clocks  was  not 
confined  to  Italy  at  this  period  ; 
for  we  had  one  of  thefe  ar tills  in 

_ England  precifely  about  the  fame 

time,  who  fumilhed  the  famous 
Gbfervations  on  the  earliejl  Intro -  clock-houfe  near  Weftminfter-hall, 
dutt{on  of  Clocks ;  by  the  Honour  -  with  a  clock  to  be  heard  by  the 
6  K  5  courts 


J 
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courts  of  law,  out  of  a  fine  im- 
pofed  on  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King's  Bench  in  the  1 6th  year  of 
Edward  I,  or  A.  D.  1288  *. 

You  have  in  your  Commenta¬ 
ries  f  obferved,  that  this  punifh- 
ment  of  Radulphus  de  Hengham 
is  firft  taken  notice  of  in  the  Year 
Book  %  during  the  reign  of  Rich¬ 
ard  III,  where  indeed  no  mention 
is  made  of  a  clock’s  being  thus 
paid  for  ;  but  if  the  circumftances 
ftated  in  the  report  of  this  are  con- 
fidered,  it  was  highly  unnecefiary, 
and  perhaps  improper,  to  have  al¬ 
luded  to  this  application  of  the 
Chief  Juftice’s  fine. 

It  appears  by  the  Year  Book, 
that  Richard  III.  had  clofeted  the 
Judges  in  the  Inner  Star  Chamber, 
to  take  their  opinions  upon  three 
points  of  law  ;  the  fecond  of  which 
was,  “  whether  a  Juftice  of  the 
<<r  Peace,  who  Jhad  inrolled  an  in- 
“  diet  men  t  which  had  been  ne- 

gatived  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
li  amongft  the  true  bills,,  might  be 
“  punifned  for  this  abufe  of  his 
tf  office.” 

On  this  queftion  a  diverfity  of 
opinion  arifes  amongft  the  judges, 
fome  of  which  fuppofe,  that  a 
magiftrate  cannot  be  profecuted 
for  what  he  may  have  done  ; 
whilft  others  contend,  that  he  may, 
and  cite  the  cafe  of  Hengham, 
who  was  fined  800  marks  for  mak¬ 
ing  an  alteration  in  a  record,  by 
which  a  poor  defendant  was  only 
to  pay  6s.  SI.  inftead  of  13*.  4 d. 


Thus  far  the  anfwer  of  the 
judges  to  the  queftion  propofed 
was  ftridtly  proper  ;  but  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  fine  to  the  build¬ 
ing  a  clock-houfe  ||  was  not  the 
leaft  material;  befides  that  it  v/as 
probably  a  moft  notorious  fa  &  to 
every  ftudent  upon  his  firft  attend¬ 
ing  Weft  min-fter- hall,  as  we  find 
Judge  Southcote  fo  much  later,  in 
the  early  part  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  reign,  not  only  mentioning 
the  tradition,  but  that  the  clock 
ftill  continued  there,  which  had 
been  furnifhed  out  of  the  Chief 
Juftice’s  fine  §.  Sir  Edward  Coke 
likewife  adds,  that  the  800  marks 
were  a  finally  entered  upon  the 
roll  -f,  fo  that  it  is  highly  proba¬ 
ble  he  had  himfelf  feen  the  re¬ 
cord. 

On  the  fide  of  New  Palace-yard 
which  is  oppofite  to  Weftminfter- 
hall,  and  in  the  fecond  pediment 
of  the  new  buildings  from  the 
Thames,  on  the  exaft  fpot,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Strype,  where  the  clock- 
houfe  ilood,  a  dial  is  inferted  with 
this  remarkable  motto  upon  it, 
“  Difcite  ‘JuJiitiam  Moniti”  which 
feems  moft  clearly  to  relate  to  the 
fine  impofed  on  Radulphus  de 
Hengham,  being  applied  to  the 
paying  for  a  clock. 

Mr.  Norris,  Secretary  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  hath  been 
likewife  fo  obliging  as  to  refer  me 
to  the  following  inftance  of  a 
very  ancient  clock  in  the  fame  cen¬ 
tury  : 


*  See  Selden  in  his  Pref.  to  Hengham.  j  Vol.  III.  p.  408. 

X  Mich.  2.  Ric.  3. 

Jj  We  find  that  this  clock  was  confidered  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  to  be 
of  fuch  confequence,  that  the  King  gave  the  keeping  of  it,  with  the  appurte¬ 
nances,  to  William  War  by,  Dean  ot  St,  Stephen’s,  together  with  the  pay  of 
6d.  per  diem,  to  be  received  at  the  Exchequer. 

§  3  Inft.  p.  72.  4  4  Inft.  p.  255. 


**  Anno 
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tc  Anno  1292,  No-vum  Orolo- 
e‘  gium  Magnum  in  Ecclefia  (fc. 
“  Cantuarienfi)  pretium  30/.” 

I  fliall  now  produce  a  proof,  that 
not  only  clocks  but  watches  were 
made  in  the  beginning  of  the  14th 
century. 

Seven  or  eight  years  ago,  fome 
labourers  were  employed  at  Bruce 
Caftle  in  Fifefhire,  where  they 
found  a  watch,  together  with  fome 
coin;  both  of  which  they  difpofed 
of  to  a  fhopkeeper  of  St.  Andrews, 
who  fent  the  watch  to  his  brother 
in  London,  considering  it  as  a  cu- 
rious  piece  of  antiquity  *.  The 
outer  cafe  is  of  filver,  raifed,  in 
rather  a  handfome  pattern,  over 
a  ground  of  blue  enamel  ;  and  I 
think  I  can  diltinguifh  a  cypher 
of  R.  B.  at  each  corner  of  the  en- 
chafed  work.  On  the  dial-plate 
is  written,  Robertas  B.  Rex  Scot- 
torumy  and  over  it  is  a  convex 
tranfparent  horn,  inftead  of  the 
glaffes  which  we  ufe  at  prefent. 

Now  Robertus  B.  Rex  Scotto- 
rum  can  be  no  other  King  of  Scot¬ 
land  than  Robert  Bruce,  who  be¬ 
gan  his  reign  in  1305,  and  died 
in  132S;  for  the  Chriftian  name 
of  Baliol  who  fucceeded  him  was 
Edward;  nor  can  Robertus  B.  be 
applied  to  any  later  Scottilh 
King.. 

This  very  fmgalar  watch  is  not 
of  a  larger  fize  than  thofe  which 
are  now  in  common  ufe  ;  at  which 
I  was  much  furprifed,  till  I  had 
feen  feveral  of  the  16th  century 
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in  the  collection  of  Sir  Afhton 
Lever,  and  Mr.  Ingham  Forfter, 
which  were  confiderably  fmaller. 

As  I  mean  to  deduce  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  art  of  clock- making 
in  a  regular  chronological  feries, 
the  next  mention  I  find  of  Horo¬ 
logia,  is  in  Rymer’s  Fcedera,  where 
there  is  a  protection  of  Edward 
the  Third,  A.  D.  1368,  to  three 
Dutchmen,  who  were  Orlogiers. 
The  title  of  this  protection  is, 
“  De  Horologiorum  Artificio  ex- 
“  ercendo.”  Mr.  B.  remarks  upon 
the  following  lines  of  Chaucer  f, 
when  he  fpeaks  of  a  cock’s  crow¬ 
ing* 

'♦  # 

“  Full  fikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logej 
a  As  is  a  clock ,  or  any  abbey  orloge,” 

that  in  the  14th  century,  clock 
was  often  applied  to  a  bell ,  which 
was  rung  at  certain  periods,  de¬ 
termined  by  the  hour-glafs  or  fun- 
dial  :  but  that  the  abbey  orloge  4 
(or  clock)  could  not  have  been 
uncommon  when  Chaucer  wrote 
thefe  lines. 

I  now  pafs  on  to  a  famous  aftro- 
nomical  clock,  made  by  one  of 
our  countrymen  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  the  Second,  the  account 
of  which  I  have  extracted  from 
Leland. 

Richard  of  Walingford  was  foil 
of  a  fmith,  who  lived  at  that  town, 
and  who,  from  his  learning  and 
ingenuity,  became  abbot  of  St. 
Alban’s.  Leland  proceeds,  “  cum 
“  jam  per  amplas  licebat  fortunas* 


*  It  is  now  in  his  Majeftv’s  pofieflion. 

•p  Chaucer  was  born  A.D.  1328,  and  died  in  1400. 
j  To  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  clocks  were  often  called  orologes  ; 

**  He’ll  watch  the  horologe  a  double  fet3 
“  If  drink  rock  not  his  cradle.” 

Othello,  a£t  ii.  fc,  3. 

The  clock  of  Wells  cathedral  is  alfo  to  this  day  called  the  horologe. 

K  4  “  voluit 
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?<  voluit  illuftri  aliquo  opere,  non 
modo  ingenii,  verum  etiam  eru- 
*e  ditionis,  ac  artis  excellentis, 
t€  miraculum  often de re.  Ergo  ta- 
*'  lem  horologil  fabricam  magno 
“  labore,  majore  fumptu,  arte  vero 
fC  maxima,  compegit,  qualem  non 
,e  habet  tota  Euro  pa  mea  opinione> 
**  fecuncjum,  five  quls  curium  fo- 
*c  lis  ac  lunae,  feu  fixa  fidera  no- 
*e  tet,  five  iterum  maris  incre- 
menta  &  decrementa*.” 

Richard  of  W alingford  alfo  wrote 
&  treatife  on  this  clock,  f<  Ne 
<r<  tam  infignis  machina  vilefceret 
errore  monachorum,  aut  incog- 
nito  ftrufturse  ordine,  filefce- 

(C  reC>’> 

From  what  hath  been  above 
ftated  it  appears,  that  this  aftro- 
noihical  dock  continued  to  go  in 
Lei  and’s  time,  who  was  born  at 
the  latter  end  of  Henry  the  Se¬ 
venth’s  reign,  and  who  fpeaks  of 
a  tradition,  that  this  famous  piece 
of  mechanifm  was  called  Albion  by 
the  inventor. 

Having  now  produced  inftances 
of  feveral  clocks,  and  even  a 
watch,  which  were  made  in  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  cf  the  14th  century, 
as  alfo  having  endeavoured  to 
prove  that  they  were  net  exceilive- 
ly  uncommon  even  in  the  13th, 
it  may  be  thought  neceftary  that 
I  fhould  account  for  their  not  be¬ 
ing  more  generally  ufed  during 
thefe  periods,  as,  in  their  prefent 
ftate  at  leaft,  they  are  fo  very  con¬ 
venient,  For  this,  it  fhould  feem, 
that  many  reafons  may  be  affigned. 

In  the  infancy  of  this  new  piece 
of  mechanifm,  they  were  proba¬ 
bly  of  a  very  imperfect  conftruc- 
tion,  perhaps  never  went  tolera¬ 


bly,  and  were  foon  deranged, 
whilft  there  was  no  one  within  a 
reafonable  diftance  to  put  them  in 
order. 

We  find,  therefore,  that  Henry 
the  Sixth  of  England,  and  Charles 
the  Fifth  of  France,  appointed 
clock-mailers,  with  a  ftipend,  to 
keep  the  Weftminfter  and  Paris 
clocks  in  order. 

It  need  fcarcely  be  obferved  alfo, 
that  as  the  artifts  were  fo  few, 
their  work  muft  have  been  charged 
accordingly,  and  that  Kings  only 
could  be  the  purchafers  of  what 
was  rather  an  expenfive  toy,  than 
of  any  confiderable  ufe.  And  it 
may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  they 
continued  in  a  great  meafure  to  be 
no  better  than  toys  till  the  middle 
of  the  17th  century. 

Add  to  this,  that  in  the  13th 
and  14th  centuries,  there  was  fo 
little  commerce,  intercourfe,  or 
fociety,  that  an  hour-glafs,  or  the 
fun,  was  very  fufiicient  for  the 
common  purpofes,  which  are  now 
more  accurately  fettled  by  clocks 
of  modern  con  ft  ruction,  Dials  and 
hour-giaHes  likewife  wanted  no 

o 

mending. 

Having  notv  finifhed  what  hath 
occurred  to  me  with  regard  to  the 
firft  introduction  of  clocks,  I  fhall 
conclude  by  a  few  particulars, 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  pick 
up,  in  relation  to  thofe  more  port¬ 
able  meafurers  of  time,  called 
watches ,  the  earlieft  of  which  (ex¬ 
cept  thai  of  Robert  Bruce  King  of 
Scotland)  feerns  to  be  one  in 
Sir  Afhton  Lever’s  moil  valua-r 
ble  mufeum,  the  date  upon  which 
is  1541  f . 

Derham 


*  Lei  and  de  Script.  Brit. 

F  The  oldeft  clock  we  have  in  England  that  is  fyppofed  tp  go  tolerably, 
is  ul  the  preceding  year,  viz.  1540,  the  initial  letters  of  the  maker’s  name 

feeing 
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Derham  (in  his  Artificial  Clock- 
maker,  publiihed  in  1714)  men¬ 
tions  a  watch  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
which  was  ftill  in  order  ;  and  Dr. 
Demainbray  informs  me,  that  he 
hath  heard  both  Sir  Ifaac  New¬ 
ton  and  Demoivre  fpeak  of  this 
watch  *. 

The  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth 
(Henry’s  contemporary)  was  fo 
much  pleafed  with  thefe  time- 
meafurers,  that  he  ufed  to  fit  after 
his  dinner  with  feveral  of  them 
on  the  table,  his  bottle  being  in 
the  center ;  and  when  he  retired 
to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Juft,  he 
continued  ftill  to  amufe  himfelf 
with  keeping  them  in  order,  which 
is  faid  to  have  produced  a  re¬ 
flection  from  him  on  the  abfurdity 
of  his  attempt  to  regulate  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  different  powers  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Some  of  the  watches  ufed  at 
this  time  feem  to  have  been  link¬ 
ers  ;  at  1  eaffc  we  find  in  the  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Literature,  that  fuch 
watches  having  been  ftolen  both 
from  Charles  the  Fifth  and  Lewis 
the  Eleventh,  whilft  they  were  in 
a  croud,  the  thief  was  detedled  by 
their  linking  the  hour. 

In  moll  of  the  more  ancient 
watches  (of  which  I  have  feen 


feveral  in  the  colle£lion  of  Sir 
Afhton  Lever  and  Mr.  Ingham 
Forfler)  catgut  fupplied  the  place 
of  a  chain,  whilft  they  were  com¬ 
monly  of  a  fmaller  fize  than  we 
ufe  at  prefent,  and  often  of  an  oval 
formf. 

From  thefe  and  probably  many 
other  imperfe&ions  they  were  not 
in  any  degree  of  general  requeft 
till  the  latter  end  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth’s  reign;  accordingly  in  Shake- 
fpear’s  Twelfth  Night  Malvolio 

fays’  „M 

“  I  frown  the  while,  and  per- 

“  chance  wind  up  my  watch ,  or 
<f  play  with  fome  rich  jewel.” 

Again,  in  the  firft  edition  of 
Harrington’s  Orlando  Furiofo 
(printed  in  1591),  the  author  is 
reprefen  ted  with  what  feems  to  be 
a  watch,  (though  the  engraving  is 
by  no  means  diftindl)  on  which  is 
written, 

II  tempo  paflaf. 

In  the  3d  of  James  the  Firft,  a 
watch  was  found  upon  Guy  Fawkes, 
which  he  and  Percy  had  bought 
the  day  before,  “  to  try  conciu- 
“  fions  for  the  long  and  fhort 
((  burning  of  the  touchwood, 
“  with  which  he  had  prepared 
“  to  give  fire  to  the  train  of 
“  powder.” 


being  N.  O.  It  is  in  the  palace  at  Hampton  Court.  Derham’s  Artificial  Clock- 

maker. 

*  That  diftingui  filed  antiquary  Mr.  Walpole  has  in  his  pofieftion  a  clock, 
which  appears  by  the  infeription  to  have  been  a  prefent  from  Henry  the  Eighth 
to  Anne  Boleyn.  Poynet,  Bifiiop  of  Winchefter,  likewiie  gave  an  aftronomical 
clock  to  the  fame  King.  Godvvyn  de  Praeful. 

f  Pancirollus  informs  us,  that  about  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  watches 
were  made  no  larger  than  an  almond,  by  a  man  whofe  name  was  Mermecide„ 
Encyclop. 

X  In  Archbifiiop  Parker’s  will,  made  April  5,  157 5,  is  the  following  le¬ 
gacy  : 

“  Do,  et  lego  fi  atri  meo  Ricardo  epifeopo  Elienfi,  baculum  meum  de  canna, 

Indica,  qui  Horologium  habet  in  fummitate.” 

As  likewife  in  the  brief  of  his  goods,  &c,  *(  A  clock,  valued  at  54/.  4 s.** 

In 
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In  1631  Charles  the  fird  incor¬ 
porated  the  clock-makers  ;  and 
the  charter  prohibits  clocks ,  watches, 
and  alarms ,  from  being  imported, 
which  fufiiciently  proves  that  they 
were  now  more  commonly  ufed, 
as  well  as  that  vve  had  artids  of 
our  own,  who  were  expert  in  this 
branch  of  bufinefs. 

About  the  middle  of  the  17th 
century,  Huygens  made  his  great 
improvement  in  clock-work,  which 
produced  many  others  from  our 
own  countrymen  ;  the  lated  of 
which  was  the  introdudion  of  re¬ 
peating  watches  in  the  time  of 
Charles  the  Second,  who,  as  I 
have  been  informed  by  the  late 
Lord  Bathurd,  fent  one  of  the  fird 
of  thefe  new  inventions  to  Lewis 
XIV. 

The  former  of  thefe  Kings  was 
very  curious  with  regard  to  thefe 
iime-meafurers ;  and  I  have  been 
told  by  an  old  perfon  of  the 
trade,  that  watch-makers  (parti¬ 
cularly  Eaft)  ufed  to  attend  whild 
he  was  playing  at  the  Mail,  a 
watch  being  often  the  flake. 

But  we  have  a  much  more  cu¬ 
rious  anecdote  of  royal  attention 
to  watches  in  Dr.  Derham’s  Arti¬ 
ficial  Clock-maker. 

Barlow  had  produced  a  patent, 
in  concert  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Judice  Allebone,  for  repeaters  ; 
but  Quare  making  one  at  the  fame 
time  upon  ideas  he  had  entertain¬ 
ed  before  the  patent  was  grant¬ 
ed,  James  the  Second  tried  both, 
and  giving  the  preference  to 
Quare’s,  it  was  notified  in  the 
Gazette. 

In  the  fucceeding  reign,  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  Englifh  work  in 
this  branch  was  fuch,  that  in  the 
year  1698,  an  ad  palled,  obliging 
the  makers  to  put  their  names  on 
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watches,  led  difcreditable  ones 
might  be  fold  abroad  for  En¬ 
glifh. 

If  any  of  thefe  particulars,  or 
anecdotes,  fhould  prove  intereding 
to  you,  it  will  amply  recompence 
the  trouble  I  may  have  had  in  coi- 
leding  them;  being. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful 
humble  Servant, 
Daines  Barrington. 


Account  of  the  Eideddfod  or  SeJJlons 
of  the  Bards  and  Minfrels . 

[From  Pennant's  Tour  through  Wales.} 

?  |  ^  H  E  particular  glory  of  the 
jf  town  of  Caerwys ,  was  the 
honour  it  had  of  being  the  place 
of  ghe  Eifeddfod ,  or  the  feflions  of 
the  bards  and  mindrels  fo/  many 
centuries.  It  was  the  refort  of 
thofe  of  a  certain  didrid  ;  as  Aber- 
fraw  in  Anglefea  was  of  thofe  of 
that  idand,  and  the  neighbouring 
county  ;  and  Mathra<val  of  thofe 
of  the  land  of  Powys,  The  rea- 
fon  that  thefe  places  were  thus 
didinguifhed,  was,  becaufe  the 
two  lad  were  the  refidence  of 
Princes ;  and  Caerwys ,  on  account 
of  the  royal  palace  that  dood  be¬ 
low  the  town,  the  refidence  of 
Llewelyn  ap  Gryjjydd. 

Thefe  Eifeddfods  were  the  Bri- 
tijh  Olympics.  Fired  at  fird  with 
generous  emulation,  our  poets 
crowded  into  the  lid,  and  carried  off 
the  prize,  contented  with  the  mere 
honour  of  vidory.  At  length, 
when  the  competitors  became  nu¬ 
merous,  and  the  country  became 
oppreffed  with  the  multitude,  new 
regulations  of  courfe  took  place. 
The  difappointed  candidates  were 


ANTI  Q_U  I  T  I  E  S. 


no  longer  fuffered  to  torture  the 
ears  of  the  principality  with  their 
wretched  compofitions.  None  but 
bards  of  merit  were  fuffered  to  re- 
hearfe  their  pieces;  and  minftrels 
of  fkill,  to  perform.  Thefe  went 
through  a  long  probation  :  judges 
were  appointed  to  decide  on  their 
refpedlive  abilities  ;  and  degrees 
fuitable  were  conferred,  and  per- 
miffions  granted  for  exerciling  their 
talents,  in  the  manner  that  will 
be  related  in  the  following  pages. 
The  judges  were  appointed  by 
commiffion  from  our  Princes;  and 
after  the  conqueft  of  Wales ,  by 
the  Kings  of  England ,  notwith- 
ft  an  ding,  Edward  I.  exercifed  a 
political  cruelty  over  the  genera¬ 
tion  of  bards  of  his  time  ;  yet  fu¬ 
ture  princes  thought  fit  to  revive 
an  inftitution  fo  likely  to  foften 
the  manners  of  a  fierce  people. 
The  crown  had  the  power  of  no¬ 
minating  the  judges,  who  decided 
not  only  on  the  merit,  but  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  poems  ;  and,  like  our 
modern  Lord  Chamberlains,  were 
certain  of  licenfing  only  thofe 
which  were  agreeable  to  the  Englijh 
court. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
bards  and  minftrels  were  under 
certain  regulations  during  the  time 
of  Druidifm  ;  but  we  find  no  proofs 
of  them  till  long  after;  till  the 
days  of  Cadwaladr ,  laid  King  of 
Britain ,  who  died  at  Ro?ne  about 
the  year  688.  Of  him  it  is  faid, 
that  being  at  an  affembly  of  this 
nature,  with  his  nobles,  there  came 
a  minftrel,  and  played  in  a  key  fo 
difpleafing,  that  he  and  all  his 
brethren  were  prohibited,  under  a 
fevere  penalty,  from  ever  playing 
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on  it  any  more  ;  but  were  ordered 
to  adopt  that  of  Muvvnen  Gwynedd , 
or  the  Iweet  key  of  Gwynedd  * . 

I  imagine,  that  previous  to  this, 
there  had  been  mufical  regulations 
in  Britain  ;  for  I  find  that  a  tune, 
called  Gojleg  yr.Halen,  or  the  Pre¬ 
lude  of  the  Salt ,  was  always  played 
whenever  the  falt-feller  was  placed 
before  King  Arthur's  knights,  at 
his  round  table  f. 

After  Cadwaladr ,  the  next 
Princes  who  undertook  the  re¬ 
form  of  our  minftrelfie,  were  Bled - 
dyn  ap  Cynfyn  and  Gryjfydd  ap  Gy - 
nan.  The  firft  was  cotemporary 
with  the  conqueror ;  the  laft  with 
King  Stephen.  Thefe  ena&ed,  that 
no  perfon  fhould  follow  the  pro- 
fejjion  of  bard  or  minftrel,  but  luch 
only  who  were  admitted  by  the 
Eifteddfody  which  was  held  once  in 
three  years.  They  were  prohibit¬ 
ed  from  invading  one  another’s 
province  :  nor  were  they  permitted 
to  degrade  theml'elves  by  following 
any  other  occupation.  Neither  of 
thefe  were  to  demand  above  ten 
fhillings  in  any  article,  under  pain 
of  lofing  the  whole,  befides  being 
fufpended  from  their  profeftion  for 
three  years  J. 

After  the  times  of  the  princes, 
the  great  men,  their  defendants, 
took  thefe  people  under  their  care 
and  prote&ion,  allowing  them  the 
liberty  of  circuiting  their  refpec- 
tive  territories  thrice  a  year,  viz. 
at  ChriflmaSy  E after,  and  Whitfun - 
tide ;  and  the  whole  principality 
once  in  three  years. 

The  bards  were  in  the  higheft 
repute.  1  cannot  give  a  ftronger 
idea  of  the  efteem  they  were  in, 
than  by  citing  from  the  W e'ljh 

|  Leges 

laws. 


-f  Mr.  Morris’s  MSS.  of  Britifii  mufic, 


*  North  Wales, 
Wallicse,  35. 
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laws,  the  account  of  their  rank  in 
the  prince’s  court,  and  the  various 
rewards  and  fees  they  were  entitled 
to,  and  the  fevere  penalties  that 
were  ena&ed  to  preferve  their 
perfons  from  infult.  They  were 
i'uppofed  to  be  endowed  with  pow¬ 
ers  equal  to  infpiration.  They 
were  the  oral  hidorians  of  all  pad 
tr&nfadlions,  public  and  private. 
They  related  the  great  events  of 
the  date  ;  and,  like  the  fcalds  of 
the  northern  nations,  retained  the 
memory  of  numberlefs  trail  factions, 
which  otherwife  would  have  pe¬ 
ri  died  in  oblivion.  They  were 
likewife  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  works  of  the  three  pri¬ 
mary  bards,  <viz.  Myrddyn  ap  Mor- 
fryn,  Myrddyn  Emrys,  and  Ta- 
liefin  ben  Beirdd.  But  they  had 
another  talent,  which  probably  en¬ 
deared  them  more  than  all  the  red 
to  the  We.ljh  nobility ;  that  of  be¬ 
ing  mod  accomplifhed  genealo¬ 
gies,  and  flattering  their  vanity, 
in  dinging  the  deeds  of  an  an- 
cedry  derived  from  the  mod  didant 
period. 

The  Bardd  Teulu,  or  Court 
Bard,  held  the  eighth  place  in 
the  Prince’s  court.  He  podeded 
his  land  free.  The  prince  iup- 
plied  him  with  a  horfe  and  wool¬ 
len  robe,  and  the  princefs  with 
linen  *.  He  fat  next  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  palace  at  the  three 
great  fedivals ;  for,  at  thofe  fea- 
ions,  the  governor  was  to  deliver 
him  his  harp  f.  On  the  fame  fef- 
tivals,  he  was  aifo  to  have  the  Dif 
dain  s,  or  de  ward  of  the  houfhold’s 
garment  for  his  fee. 

When  a  fong  is  called  for,  the 
Cadeirfardd ,  or  the  bard  who  has 
got  the  badge  of  the  chair ,  is  iird 


to  fing  a  hymn  in  glory  of  God  ; 
after  that,  another  in  honour  of 
the  prince.  When  thofe  are  over, 
the  Teulurwr,  or  bard  of  the  hall, 
is  to  fmg  feme  other  fubjedt. 

If  the  princefs  calls  for  a  fong 
after  die  has  retired  from  table  to 
her  apartment,  the  Teulwuor  mud 
dng  to  her  highnefs  in  a  low  voice, 
lead  he  diould  difturb  the  perform¬ 
ers  in  the  hall.  John  Dafydd  Rhys 
fays,  that  the  fuhje<d  was  to  be  on- 
death  ;  but  I  rather  follow  Wotton , 
who,  indead  of  angauy  which  fig- 
nilies  death ,  prefers  the  word  am- 
geny  or  a  feparate  fubjett  from  what 
was  fung  in  the  hail. 

When  the  bard  goes  with  the 
prince’s  fervants  on  a  plundering 
expedition,  and  performs  before 
them  his  animating  compofitions, 
he  is  to  have  the  fined  heifer  of 
the  booty;  and  in  cafe  the  de¬ 
tachment  was  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle,  he  was  to  dng  at  their 
head,  the  praifes  of  the  Britidi  mo¬ 
narchy.  This  was  to  remind  them 
of  their  antient  right  to  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  for  their  inroads  being 
almod  always  on  the  Englijh  terri¬ 
tories,  they  thought  they  did  no 
more  than  feize  on  their  own. 

The  prince  bedowed  on  him  an 
ivory  chefs-board  ;  others  fay  a 
harp  :  and  the  princefs  a  golden 
ring,  His  lodging  was  to  be  with 
the  governor  of  the  palace. 

When  he  is  required  to  fing  with 
other  bards,  by  way  of  didindlion, 
he  is  to  have  a  double  portion. 

If  the  bard  afks  any  favour  of 
the  prince,  he  mud  dng  one  of 
his  compofitions :  if  of  a  noble¬ 
man,  three:  if  of  a  common  Der- 
Ion,  lie  mud  fing  till  he  is  fb 
weary  as  to  red  on  his  elbow,  or 


#  Leges  Wallicae,  35. 


f  The  fame.  35,  and  16. 
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to  fall  afleep.  This,  I  fear,  (hews 
our  bards  were  a  very  importun¬ 
ing  race,  and  required  a  check  ; 
yet  lull  they  were  in  high  ellima- 
tion.  Their  Gwerth,  or  compen- 
facion  for  their  life,  was  rated  at 
cx.xvi  cows  *,  and  any  injury  done 
th  em,  at  vi  cows  and  cxx  pence. 

The  Merch-Gcbr  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  or  marriage  fine  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  was  cxx  pence.  Her  cowyll, 
argyjfrcity  or  nuptial  prefents,  was 
thirty  fhillings;  and  her  portion 
three  pounds f.  It  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  the  Pencerdd  Gwlad, 
or  chief  of  the  faculty,  was  en¬ 
titled  to  the  merch-gobr ,  or  amobr 
for  the  daughters  of  all  the  in¬ 
feriors  of  the  faculty  within  the 
diliriift,  who  payed  xxiv  pence  on 
their  marriage  ;  which  not  only 
fhews  the  antiquity,  but  the  great 
authority  of  thefe  people. 

The  Pencerdd  was  not  among 
the  X  officers  of  the  court :  but 
occafionally  fat  in  the  tenth  place. 
He  alfo  had  his  land  free ;  was  to 
perform  much  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  court  bard,  whom  he  feems 
to  have  taken  place  of,  whenever 
he  attended ;  for,  when  the  Pen¬ 
cerdd  was  prefen t,  the  former  fat 
oniy  in  the  twelfth  feat.  No  other 
was  to  play  without  licenfe  from 
him.  His  death  was  valued  at 
cxxvi  cows;  and  any  injury  done 
him,  at  vi  cows,  and  cxx  pence. 
Each  of  the  chief  muiicians  was  to 
receive  from  their  lord,  the  firft, 
a  harp ;  the  fecond,  a  crwth ; 
the  third,  a  pipe;  which,  on  their 
deaths,  were  to  revert  to  the  lord  ||. 

The  prince’s  harp  was  valued  at 
cxx  pence,  and  that  of  Pencerdd  at 
the  fame  ;  the  key  at  xxiv  pence  : 

*  Leges  Wallicse,  37.  f  Ibid. 

Wallies,  68. 


a  gentleman’s  harp  was  eflimated 
at  lx  pence. 

A  commiffion  for  holding  an 
Eifeddfod  at  Caerwys ,  in  1568,  is 
ftill  in  pofieffion  of  Sir  Roger  Mof- 
tyn,  together  with  the  filver  harp  ; 
which  had  from  time  immemo¬ 
rial  been  in  the  gift  of  his  an- 
cedors,  to  bellow  on  the  chief  of 
the  faculty.  This  badge  of  honour 
is  about  five  or  fix  inches  long, 
and  furnifhed  with  firings  equal 
to  the  number  of  the  mufes.  The 
commiffion  is  the  lad  of  the  kind 
which  was  granted  ;  and  is  in  form 
following : 

B  y  t  h  e  Qjj  E  N  E. 

Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  England ,  Frauncey  and 
Ireland  Quene,  defendor  of  the 
fayth,  &c.  to  our  trudie  and  ryght 
wel  beloved  Sr  Richard  Bulkley 
knight.  Sir  Rees  Grujfth  knight, 
Ellice  Price  efquior.  Doctor  in  cy  vill 
lawe,  and  one  of  our  counfail  in 
in  our  marches  of  Wales ,  William 
Mojlyn ,  Je<van  Lloyd  of  Tale,  fid n 
Salujhury  of  Rage,  Rees  T homos, 
Maurice  Wynne ,  Will  m  Lewis,  Peres 
Mojlyn,  Owenjhnap  Hod  Vaughan , 
John  Will  'tn  ap  John ,  John  Lewis 
Owen,  Moris  Grujfyth,  Sy  mound 
cThel<vall,  Ellice  ap  Wm  Lloyd,  Robt 
Pulefion,  Harry  Aparry,  William 
Glynne,  and  Rees  Hughes ,  efquiors, 
and  to  every  of  them,  greating. 
Wheras  it  is  come  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Lorde  Prefident  and 
other  or  faid  counfail  in  or  marches 
of  Wales,  that  vagraunt  and  idle 
pfons,  naming  themfelfs  mynftrells, 
rithmors,  and  barthes,  are  lately 
grower  into  fuch  an  intollerable 

37,  X  Ibid.  68.  |j  Leges 

multi- 
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multitude  wthin  the  principalitee 
of  North<w ales,  that  not  only  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  others,  bv  theire  fhame- 
les  diforders,  are  oftentimes  dif- 
quieted  in  theire  habitac  ons ;  but 
alfo  thexpert  mynflrells  and  mu- 
ciiions  in  toune  and  contry  ther- 
by  much  aifcouraged  to  travail  in 
thexercife  and  pra&ize  of  theire 
knowledge  ;  and  alfo  not  a  litle 
hyndred  in  theire  lyvings  and 
pferrrr3*  The  reformation  wher- 
of,  and  the  putting  of  thefe  peo¬ 
ple  in  crdr,  the  faid  Lorde  Prefi- 
dent  &  counfail  have  thought  verey 
neceffarye,  and  knowing  you  to 
be  men  both  of  vvyfdome  and 
upright  dealing,  and  alfo  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  good  knowledge  in  the 
fcyence,  have  apointed  and  au¬ 
thorized  you  to  be  comiflioners 
for  that  purpofe.  And  forafmuch 
as  or  faid  counfaii  of  late,  tra- 
vayling  in  fome  pte  of  the  ftid 
principalitee,  had  piedt  under- 
itanding  or  credible  report,  that 
thaccultomed  place  for  thexcu- 
c'011  of  the  like  comiffyon,  hath 
bene  hertofore  at  Caroyes  in  our 
countie  of  Fflynt ;  and  that  Wil¬ 
liam.  Mojlyn  efquior,  and  his  an- 
ceflrs  have  had  the  gyfte  and  be¬ 
llowing  of  the  fylver  harpe  app- 
tayning  to  the  cheff  of  that  facul- 
tie,  and  that  a  yeares  warning  at 
the  lead  hath  been  accuflomed  to 
be  geaven  of  thaffembly  and  exe- 
cue  on  of  the  like  commifTyon. 
Our  faid  counfaii  have,  therfore, 
apoynted  thexecucon  of  this  com- 
mifTyon  to  be  at  the  faid  towns 
of  Caroyes ,  the  Monday  next  aftr 
the  feaft  of  the  bleffed  Trynitee, 
wch  fhall  be  in  the  yeare  of  or 
Lorde  God  1568. 

And  therfore  we  require  and 
comand  you,  by  the  aucthoritee 
,of  thefe  pfents,  not  only  to  caufe 


open  pclamac~ons  to  be  made  in 
all  ffayors,  mrketts,  townes,  and 
other  places  of  affembly  wthin 
our  counties  of  Angli&e ,  Camr'Von, 
Meyryonneth,  Denbigh ,  and  Ffiynt, 
that  all  and  evr/  pfon  and  pfons 
that  entend  to  maynteigne  theire 
lyvings  by  name  or  color  of  myn- 
flrells,  rithrnrs,  or  barthes,  wthin 
the  C1  alaith  of  Aberfonve,  com- 
phending  the  faid  fyve  fhires,  fhal 
be  and  appeare  before  you  the  faid 
daye  and  place,  to  fhewe  theire 
learnings  accordingly :  but  alfo  that 
you,  xxtle,  xixen,  xviiien,  xviien, 
xvien,  xv*11,  xiiiien,  xiiien,  xii°, 
xin,  xen,  ix,  viii,  vii,  or  vi  of 
you,  whereof  youe,  Sr  Richard 
Bulkley,  Sr  Rees  Griffith ,  Ellice 
Price,  and  Wm  Mofyn ,  Efquiors, 
or  iiiee  or  ii  of  you,  to  be  of  the 
nombr  to  repayre  to  the  faid  place 
the  daye  aforfaid,  and  calling  to 
you  fuch  experc  men  in  the  faid 
facultieof  the  Weljhe  mufick,  as  to 
you  fhall  be  thought  convenient 
to  pceade  to  thexecucon  of  the 
pmifss,  and  to  admytt  fuch  and  fo 
many  as  by  your  wifdomes  and 
knowledges  you  fhall  fynde  wor¬ 
thy  into  and  undr  the  degrees 
heretofore  in  femblable  fort,  to 
ufe  exercife  and  folowe  the  feyen- 
ces  and  facultes  of  theire  pfef- 
fyons  in  fuch  decent  ordr  as  fhall 
apptaigne  to  eche  of  theire  de¬ 
grees,  and  as  yor  difcrecTns  and 
wifdomes  fhall  pferibe  unto  them, 
geaving  flraight  monyc'ons  and 
comaundnd  in  or  name  and  on  or 
behalf  to  the  ref!  not  worthy  that 
they  returne  to  fome  honefl  labor 
and  due  exercife,  fuch  as  they  be 
moll  apte  unto  for  mayntenaunce 
of  their  lyvings,  upon  paine  to  be 
taken  as  flurdy  and  idle  vacar 
boundes,  and  to  be  ufed  according 
to  the  lawes  and  flatutes  pvided  in 

that 


ANTI  QJJ  I  T  I  E  S. 


H  3 


that  behalf,  letting  you  wyth  or 
faid  sounfaill  look  for  advertifem1 
by  due  certificatt  at  your  handes 
of  yor  doings  in  thexecucTm  of 
the  faid  pmifss.  For  feeing  in 
any  wife  that  upon  the  faid  af- 
fembly  the  peas  and  good  order 
be  obferved  and  kept  accordingly, 
affe.rtayning  you  that  the  faid 
Will m  Mojlyn  hath  pmifed  to  fee 
furnyture  and  things  necefiary 
pvided  for  that  afi'embly  at  the 
place  aforfaid.  Geven  under  or 
fignet  at  or  citie  of  Chefier  the 
xxiiith  of  0<3ober>  the  nynth  yeare 
of  or  raigne. 

Signed  her  Hignes  counfaili, 
in  the  mrches  of  Wales. 

In  confequence,  an  Eifteddfod 
was  held  on  the  26th  of  May  fol¬ 
lowing  :  and  on  this  occafion  fifty- 
five  perfons  received  their  degrees. 

Four  were  created  chief  bards  of 
vocal  fong. 

Seven  - - primary  fludents  of  vo¬ 

cal  fong. 

Three  - fecondary  ftudents  of 

vocal  fong. 

Three - probationary  ftudents 

of  vocal  fong. 

Instrumental  Music. 
Harp. 

Three  were  created  chief  bards  and 
teachers  of  inftru mental  fong. 

Five  -  chief  bards  (but  not 

teachers)  of  inftrumental  fong. 

Four -  primary  ftudents  of  in- 

ftrumental  fong. 

Five  - -  fecondary  ditto. 

Three - probationary  ftudents 

of  inftrumental  fong. 

C  r  w T  H. 

Two  were  created  chief  bards  and 
teachers  of  inftrumental  fong. 

Four  -  chief  bards  (but  not 

teachers)  of  inftrumental  fong. 


One -  primary  ftudent  of  in¬ 

ftrumental  fong. 

Seven  — .  fecondary  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 

Four - probationary  ftudents  of 

inftrumental  fong. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  play¬ 
ers  on  erwths  with  three  firings, 
taborers,  and  pipers,  were  reckon¬ 
ed  among  the  ignoble  performers : 
they  were  not  allowed  to  fit  down, 
and  had  only  a  penny  for  their 
pains. 

The  different  degrees  were  com¬ 
prehended  in  this  lift.  There  were 
four  in  the  poetical,  and  five  in 
the  mufical  faculty.  The  loweft, 
or  more  properly  what  Ihould  be 
called  a  candidate  or  probationer, 
was  Y  Dyfcybl  Yfpas ,  or  the  lo^wejl 
difciple,  who  wras  obliged  (if  a  can¬ 
didate  for  poetry)  to  underftand 
the  contra&ion  of  five  fpecies  of 
Englyns ,  and  to  compofe  them  be¬ 
fore  a  Pencerdd ,  who  was  to  de¬ 
clare  upon  his  confcience,  that  he 
was  endowed  with  a  true  poetical 
genius.  After  this  he  commenced 

Dyfcybl  Dyfcybl aidd,  DifcipuJus 
difeiplinabilis :  here  he  becomes  a 
graduate ;  but  muft  underftand 
twelve  of  our  different  metres,  and 
produce  fpecimens  of  each  of  his 
own  composition;  and  if  in  three 
years  time  he  does  not,  by  his  me¬ 
rit,  acquire  the  next  degree,  he  is 
degraded  from  this.  If  he  fuc- 
ceeds,  he  then  proceeds  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of 

Dyfcybl  Penceirddiaidd,  or  can¬ 
didate  for  degree  of  Pencerdd ,  when 
he  muft  underftand  the  propriety 
of  expreffions,  and  the  different 
metres,  and  compofe  in  twenty- 
one  fpecies ;  and  if  in  three  years 
he  does  not  attain  by  his  own  me¬ 
rit  to  the  next  degree,  he  falls 
back  into  that  of  Dyfcybl  dyfey - 
blaidd ;  otherwife  he  becomes  a 

Penbardd 
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Penbardd  or  Pencerdd,  chief  of 
the  faculty  he  was  candidate  in  ; 
when  it  is  neceffary  he  fhould  be 
accomplifhed  in  every  branch  of 
his  art.  He  then  received  the 
badge  of  the  filver  harp ;  or  that 
of  a  golden  or  filver  chain,  which 
he  wore  upon  his  fhoulder.  He 
alfo  was  placed  with  much  cere¬ 
mony  on  a  magnificent  chair,  part 
of  the  furnyture  mentioned  in  the 
patent ;  was  there  inverted  with 
his  degree;  and  then  acquired  the 
honourable  name  of  Cadeirfardd , 
or  Bardd  cadeiria'ivg . 

In  instrumental  mufic  there  were 
Jive  degrees  ;  which  differ  nothing 
from  thofe  in  the  other  faculty, 
except  in  the  two  lowert :  i .  the 
Dyfcybl  yfpas  beb  radd ,  or  without 
a  degree;  2.  Dyfcybl  yfpas  grad - 
darwl ,  or  graduated;  3.  Dyfcybl 
dyjcyblaidd ;  4.  Dyfcybl  penceird- 

diaidd ;  3.  Pencerdd.  Thefe,  like 
the  others,  were  to  be  attained  by 
their  refpe&ive  merits  in  the 
fcience  ;  but  as  their  qualifications 
are  expreffed  in  technical  terms  of 
Brhifh  mulic,  it  is  part  my  {kill  to 
give  an  explanation.  None  but 
a  Pencerdd  fhould  prefume  to  be¬ 
come  an  inftru&or.  The  chief  of 
our  days,  is  that  uncommon  ge¬ 
nius,  the  blind  Mr.  John  Parry  of 
Rhiwabon,  who  has  had  the  king¬ 
dom  for  his  Cylcb  tier  a,  or  mufical 
circuit,  and  remains  unrivalled. 

Our  Pencerdds  thus  qualified, 
were  licenfed  to  ling,  or  to  per¬ 
form  under  certain  reftri&ions.  By 
the  law  of  our  princes,  particular 
regard  was  paid  to  their  morals : 
c  They  were  to  be  no  make-bates, 

*  no  vagabonds,  no  ale  ^  houfe 
«  haunters,  no  drunkards,  no 

*  brawllers,  no  whore-hunters,  no 

*  theeves,  nor  companions  of  fuch ; 


c  in  which  things,  if  they  offend* 
*  everie  man,  by  the  ftatute,  is 
e  made  an  officer,  and  authorized 
e  to  arreft  and  punifh  them  ;  yea, 
e  and  to  take  from  them  all  that 
'  they  have  about  them 

They  were  prohibited  from  ut¬ 
tering  any  fcandalous  words  in 
fpeech  or  whifpers ;  detraction, 
mocking,  fcoffing,  inventing  lies, 
or  repeating  them  after  others, 
under  pain  of  fine  and  imprifon- 
ment :  nor  were  they  to  make  a 
fong  of  any  perfon  without  his 
confent ;  nor  to  enter  any  man’s 
houfe  without  formal  leave  firil 
obtained. 

Every  Penbardd  and  Pencerdd 
was  allowed  to  take  in  difdples 
for  a  certain  fpace  of  time,  but 
not  above  one  at  a  time.  A  difei- 
pie  was  not  qualified  to  make  ano¬ 
ther.  Each  was  to  be  with  his 
teacher  during  Lent,  unlefs  pre¬ 
vented  by  ficknefs  or  imprifbn- 
ment,  under  pain  of  lofing  his  de¬ 
gree.  He  was  obliged  to  fhew 
every  compofition  to  his  teacher 
before  it  was  publicly  fung.  They 
were  not  to  follow  the  practice  of 
cler y  dem ,  i.  e.  dunghill  bards  and 
muficians,  or  any  other  fpecies  of 
vagabond  minftreis.  They  were 
enjoined  a  month  before  each  fefti- 
val,  to  fettle  their  routs  with  their 
refpedlive  teachers,  lead  too  many 
of  them  fnould  crowd  to  the  fame 
places  ;  only  one  being  allowed 
to  go  to  a  perfon  who  paid  ten 
pounds  a  year  rent;  and  two  to 
fuch  who  payed  twenty  pounds, 
and  fo  on  in  proportion  to  thofe 
of  higher  rank  :  and  every  teacher 
was  obliged  to  keep  a  copy  of  thefe 
rules,  to  fhew  and  inculcate  to  his 
pupils  in  time  of  Lent,  when  they 
came  for  their  inftru&ions. 


#  Fowelj  i^2n 


ANTI  Q^U  I  t  I  E  $.  i 4S 


No  perfon  was  to  mimic,  mock, 
cr  feoff  at  the  aivenyddion  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  mental  abfence,  or 
when  they  had  on  them  the  anven 
or  poeticus  furor  ;  from  an  opinion 
that  no  bard,  duly  authorized, 
could  ever  meditate  on  improper 
fubjefts. 

To  whatfoever  houfe  they  came 
3n  the  time  of  wakes,  they  mull 
remain  there  while  the  fealling 
jailed  ;  unlefs  they  had  leave  from 
the  mailer  of  the  houfe,  or  were 
invited  by  another.  If  they  wan¬ 
dered  from  houfe  to  houfe,  they 
were  to  be  apprehended  as  llrollers 
and  vagabonds*  and  to  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  their  clera* ,  which  was  for¬ 
feited  to  the  ufe  of  the  church.  If 
they  got  intoxicated,  they  forfeit¬ 
ed  their  reward  :  but  if  they  vio¬ 
lated  the  challity  of  wife  or  maid, 
they  were  lined  and  imprifoned, 
and  loll  their  clera  for  feven  years. 

Their  fees  or  rewards  were 
regulated.  A  dyfcybl  dyfcyblaidd 
was  entitled  to  3^.  yd,  for  his 
co-voy  dd. 

A  dyfcybl  penceirddiaidd ,  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  fame  fpecies  of  com- 
polition  6  s,  9  d. 

His  teacher,  or  the  Pencerdd , 
had  no  more ;  only  the  mailer  of 
the  houfe  ufually  prefented  him 
with  a  garment,  or  fome  other 
mark  of  favour. 

The  minllrels  received  thefe  re¬ 
wards  ;  a  dyfcybl  yfpas  graddaivl 
had  only  1  s.  upon  each  of  the 
great  fellivals. 

A  dyfcyble  dyfcyblaidd ,  at  the 
fame  feafons  2  s.  and  a  dyfcybl  pen¬ 
ceirddiaidd  3  s .  yd. 

A  pencerdd  the  fame,  belides  a 
voluntary  gratuity.  He  was  alfo 
entitled  to  fees  at  royal  and  other 


weddings ;  and  upon  their  cylcb 
clera ,  which  was  permitted  only 
once  in  three  years.  But  befides 
thefe  fees,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  clernvyr  to  keep  up  the  language 
and  the  memory  of  the  exploits 
and  pedigrees  of  the  Britons ,  they 
were  allowed  a  penny  out  of  every 
ploughland,  and  a  halfpenny  out 
df  every  half  ploughland  of  their 
dillridl. 

The  Fenbardd  and  Pencerdd,  in 
their  circuits,  frequented  only  the 
houfes  of  the  gentry ;  but  if  he 
degraded  himfelf  by  viliting  the 
commonalty,  he  was  only  to  ex¬ 
pert  the  fee  of  a  common  clerwr, 
whole  province  it  was  to  vilit  the 
plebeian  houfes.  The  following 
were  the  perfons  who  were  alloted 
to  entertain  the  vulgar  ears; 

A  perfon  labouring  under  any 
infirmity;  fuch  as  blindnefs,  lame- 
nefs,  &c.  a  dyfcybl  yfpas ,  a  dyfcybl 
dyfcyblaidd ,  and  dyfcybl  penceird¬ 
diaidd.  The  firll  regulation  was 
founded  on  humanity; 

No  public  feilivity,  great  feall, 
or  wedding  could  be  duly  folem- 
nized  without  the  prefence  of  the 
bards  and  minllrels.  A  glorious 
emulation  arofe  among  them;  and 
prizes  were  bellowed  on  the  moll 
worthy.  In  1176,  the  Lord  Rhys 
Prince  of  South  Wales,  made  a 
great  feaft  f  at  Chriflmas,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  finilhing  his  new  caf- 
tle  at  Aberteifi ;  of  which  he  pro¬ 
claimed  notice  through  all  Britain 
a  year  and  a  day  before  ;  great 
was  the  refort  of  itrangers,  who 
were  nobly  entertained  ;  fo  that 
none  departed  unfatisfied.  Among 
deeds  of  arms,  and  variety  of fpec- 
tacles ,  Rhys  invited  all  the  bards 
of  Wales ,  and  provided  chairs  lor 


*  Or  their  pay.  Sometimes  it  fignifies  the  aft  of  their  perambulation. 
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them,  which  were  placed  in  his 
hall,  where  they  fat  and  difputed, 
and  fang,  to  fhew  their  fkill  in 
their  refpe&ive  faculties,  and  be¬ 
llowed  great  rewards,  and  rich 
gifts  on  the  vi&ors.  The  bards 
of  North  Wales  won  the  prizes  ; 
but  the  minfcrels  of  Rhys' s  houfe- 
hold,  excelled  in  their  faculty. 
On  this  occalion  the  Branvdwr 
Llys,  or  judge  of  the  court ,  and  of¬ 
ficer  fifth  in  rank,  declared  aloud 
the  victor,  and  received  from  the 
bard,  for  his  fee,  a  mighty  drink¬ 
ing-horn,  made  of  the  horn  of  an 
ox  ;  a  golden  ring,  and  the  cufhion 
on  which  he  fat  in  his  chair  of 
dignity 

The  bards  of  thofe  times  often 
accompanied  their  voices  with  the 
harp,  as  they  were  wont  of  old, 
in  the  manner  defcribed  by  Am- 
tnianus  Marcellinus .  There  was 
alfo  another  fpecies  of  mufician, 
of  an  inferior  kind,  called  Datcei- 
niad ,  who  accompanied  the  muh- 
cal  infirumems  of  others  with  his 
fong.  He  was  inferior  to  both 
bard  and  minffrel ;  yet  it  was  re- 
quifite  he  fhould  be  poheiTed  of  a 
considerable  degree  of  knowledge 
in  both  fcicnces :  he  ought  to  be 
able  to  tune  the  harp  and  cruoth  : 
to  fhew  his  fkill  in  playing  feve- 
fal  notes  and  keys,  and  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  converfant  in  what  are  called 
the  twenty-four  meafures  of  in- 
ftrumental  long  ;  and  to  be  able 
to  fing  with  judgment  and  melo¬ 
dy.  He  was  likewife  to  be  mailer 
of  reading  juftiy,  and  writing  cor- 
reCtly.  He  was  not  only  to  un¬ 
derhand  the  twenty-four  modes  of 
metrical  compofitions ;  but  to  ex¬ 
hibit  fpecimens  of  his  own,  at  leail 
in  three  of  them ;  and  if  he  me: 
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with  any  old  fong  faultily  tran« 
fcribed,  he  was  to  rectify  it.  He 
was  alfo  to  carry  with  him  a  harp 
or  crnsjth  in  a  white  cafe.  He  was 
further  required,  not  only  to  be 
a  ready  waiter  at  table,  but  to  be 
an  expert  carver  of  every  fpecies 
of  fowl.  At  the  weddings  of  any 
of  the  royal  family,  his  office  was 
to  wait  on  the  bride. 

On  thofe  occafions,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  another  cuftom  in  which 
the  bards  were  concerned.  After 
their  nuptial  feafl,  a  Pencerdd 
was  conftituted  Cyff  Clery  or  pil¬ 
lar  of  the  clery  and  feated  in  a 
chair  furrounded  by  the  other 
bards  handing,  who  made  him  the 
fubjeCl  of  their  merry  and  ludicrous 
compofitions,  to  raife  mirth  in  the 
company.  He  was  that  day  to 
make  no  reply ;  but  on  the  next* 
he  was  to  divert  the  hall  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  inferior  bards ;  and 
was  alfo  to  compofe  a  poem  upon 
a  fubjeCt  given  him  fuitable  to  his 
dignity. 

The  mofl  inferior  of  the  mufical 
tribe  was  fometimes  admitted. 
This  was  the  Datceiniad pen pflft*wn9 
or  he  that  fung  to  the  found  of  his 
club  5  being  ignorant  of  every 
other  kind  of  inftrument.  When 
he  was  permitted  to  be  introduced, 
he  was  obliged  to  Hand  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  hall,  and  fing  his  co*wydd, 
or  anvdl ,  beating  time,  and  play¬ 
ing  the  fymphony  with  his  pajhwn 
or  club  ;  but  if  there  was  a  pro- 
feffor  of  mufic  prefent,  his  leave 
mufl  be  firff  obtained  before  he 
prefumed  to  entertain  the  com¬ 
pany  with  this  fpecies  of  melody. 
Wherever  he  came  he  mu  ft  a  £1  as 
a  menial  fervant  to  the  bard  or 
mulician. 

f  Lib.  xv*  g. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS. 


On  Genius  and  Tajle.  From  Rey¬ 
nolds’  s  Academical  Difcourfes. 

IT  has  been  the  fate  of  arts  to 
be  enveloped  in  myflerious  and 
incomprehenfible  language,  as  if 
it  was  thought  neceflary  that  even 
the  terms  fhould  correfpond  to  the 
idea  entertained  of  the  in  liability 
and  uncertainty  of  the  rules  which 
they  expreffed. 

To  fpeak  of  genius  and  tafte,  as 
any  way  connedled  with  reafon  or 
common  fenfe,  would  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  fome  towering  talkers, 
to  fpeak  like  a  man  who  pofteffed 
neither,  who  had  never  felt  that 
enthufiafm,  or,  to  ufe  their  own 
inflated  language,  was  never  warm¬ 
ed  by  that  Promethean  fire,  which- 
animates  the  canvas  and  vivifies 
the  marble. 

If,  in  order  to  be  intelligible,  I 
appear  to  degrade  art  by  bringing 
her  down  from  her  vifionary  fitua- 
tion  in  the  clouds,  it  is  only  to 
give  her  a  more  folid  manfion  upon 
the  earth.  It  is  neceflary  that  at 
fome  time  or  other  we  fhould  fee 
things  as  they  really  are,  and  not 
impofe  on  ourfelves  by  that  falfe 
magnitude  with  which  objedts  ap¬ 
pear  when  viewed  indiftindtly  as 
through  a  mift. 

We  will  allow  a  poet  to  exprefs 
his  meaning,  when  his  meaning 
is  not  well  known  to  himfelfj  with 


a  certain  degree  of  cbfeurity,  as  it 
is  one  fource  of  the  fublime.  But 
when,  in  plain  profe,  we  gravely 
talk  of  courting  the  mufe  in  fhady 
bowers ;  waiting  the  call  and  in- 
fpirar.ion  of  Genius,  finding  out 
where  He  inhabits,  and  where  he 
is  to  be  invoked  with  the  greatefl: 
fuccefs ;  of  attending  to  times  and 
feafons  when  the  imagination 
fhoots  with  the  greatefl:  vigour, 
whether  at  the  fummer  folfiice  or 
the  equinox;  fagacioufly  obferving 
how  much  the  wild  freedom  and 
liberty  of  imagination  is  cramped 
by  attention  to  eftablifhed  rules ; 
and  how  this  fame  imagination  be¬ 
gins  to  grow  dim  in  advanced  age, 
fmothered  and  deadened  by  too 
much  judgment.  When  vve  talk 
fuch  language,  or  entertain  fuch 
fentiments  as  thefe,  we  generally 
red  contented  with  mere  words,  or 
at  heft  entertain  notions  not  only 
groundlefs,  but  pernicious. 

If  all  this  means  what  it  is  very 
poflible  was  originally  intended 
only  to  be  meant,  that  in  order  to 
cultivate  an  art,  a  man  fecludes 
himfelf  from  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  retires  into  the  country 
at  particular  feafons  ;  or  that  at 
one  time  of  the  year  his  body  is  in 
better  health,  and  confequently 
his  mind  fitter  for  the  bufinefs  of 
hard  thinking  than  at  another 
time  ;  or  that  the  mind  may  be 
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fatigued  and  grow  confufed  by 
long  and  unremitted  application  ; 
this  I  can  underkand.  I  can  like- 
wife  believe,  that  a  man  eminent 
when  young  for  poffeffing  poetical 
imagination,  may,  from  having 
taken  another  road,  fo  negledt 
its  cultivation,  as  to  fhew  lefs  of 
its  powers  in  his  latter  life.  But 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  fcarce  a  poet 
is  to  be  found,  from  Homer  down 
to  Dryden,  who  preferved  a  found 
mind  in  a  found  body,  and  conti¬ 
nued  pra&iiing  his  profeffion  to  the 
very  lak,  whofe  later  works  are 
not  as  replete  with  the  fire  of  ima¬ 
gination,  as  thofe  which  were  pro¬ 
duced  in  his  more  youthful  days. 

To  underkand  literally  thefe 
metaphors  or  ideas  expreffed  in 
poetical  language,  feems  to  be 
equally  abfurd  as  to  conclude,  that 
becaufe  painters  fometimes  repre¬ 
fen  t  poets  writing  from  the  dictates 
of  a  little  winged  boy  or  genius, 
that  this  fame  genius  did  really  in¬ 
form  him  in  a  whifper  what  he  was 
to  write  ;  and  that  he  is  himfelf 
but  a  mere  machine,  uncon fcious 
of  the  operations  of  his  own  mind. 

Opinions  generally  received  and 
floating  in  the  world,  whether  true 
or  falfe,  we  naturally  adopt  and 
make  our  own  ;  they  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  kind  of  inheritance  to 
which  we  fucceed  and  are  tenants 
for  life,  and  which  we  leave  to  our 
pofterity  very  near  in  the  condition, 
in  which  we  received  it ;  not  much 
being  in  any  one  man’s  power  ei¬ 
ther  to  impair  or  improve  it. 

The  greatek  part  of  thefe  opi¬ 
nions,  like  current  coin  in  its  cir¬ 
culation,  we  are  obliged  to  take 
without  weighing  or  examining  ; 
but  by  this  inevitable  inattention, 
many  adulterated  pieces  are  re¬ 
ceived,  which,  when  we  feriouily 
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ekimate  our  wealth,  we  mull 
throw  away.  So  the  colledtor  of 
popular  opinions,  when  he  embo¬ 
dies  his  knowledge,  and  forms  a 
fyllem,  mu  ft  feparate  thofe  which 
are  true  from  thofe  which  are  only 
plaufible.  But  it  becomes  more 
peculiarly  a  duty  to  the  profeffors 
of  art  not  to  let  any  opinions  rela¬ 
ting  to  that  art  pafs  unexamined. 
The  caution  and  circumfpedtion 
required  in  fuch  examination  we 
fhall  prefently  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining. 

Genius  and  take,  in  their  com¬ 
mon  acceptation,  appear  to  be  very 
nearly  related ;  the  difference  lies 
only  in  this,  that  genius  has  fuper- 
added  to  it  a  habit  or  power  of  exe¬ 
cution.  Or  we  may  fay,  that 
take,  when  this  power  is  added, 
changes  its  name,  and  is  called 
genius.  They  both,  in  the  popu¬ 
lar  opinion,  pretend  to  an  entire 
exemption  from  the  rekraint  of 
rules.  It  is  fuppofed  that  their 
powers  are  intuitive  j  that  under 
the  name  of  genius  great  works 
are  produced,  and  under  the  name 
of  take  an  exadt  judgment  is  given, 
without  our  knowing  why,  and 
without  being  under  the  leak  ob¬ 
ligation  to  reafon,  precept,  or  ex¬ 
perience. 

One  can  fcarce  kate  thefe  opinions 
without  expofing  their  abfurdity  ; 
yet  they  are  conkantly  in  the 
mouths  of  men,  and  particularly 
of  artiks.  They  who  have  thought 
ferioufly  on  this  fubjedt,  do  not 
carry  the  point  fo  far ;  yet  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  even  among  thofe 
few  who  may  be  called  thinkers, 
the  prevalent  opinion  gives  lefs 
than  it  ought  to  the  powers  of 
reafon  ;  and  confiders  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  take,  which  give  all  their 
authqrity  to  the  rules  of  art,  as 

more 
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more  fluftuating,  and  as  having 
lefs  folid  foundations,  than  we 
fhall  find,  upon  examination,  they 
really  have. 

The  common  faying,  that  tajles 
are  not  to  be  difputedy  owes  its  influ¬ 
ence,  and  its  general  reception,  to 
the  fame  error  which  leads  us  to 
imagine  it  of  too  high  original  to 
fubmit  to  the  authority  of  an 
earthly  tribunal.  It  will  likewife 
correfpond  with  the  notions  of  thofe 
who  confider  it  as  a  mere  phantom 
of  the  imagination,  fo  devoid  of 
fubftance  as  to  elude  all  criticifm. 

We  often  appear  to  differ  in  fen- 
timents  from  each  other,  merely 
from  the  inaccuracy  of  terms,  as 
we  are  not  obliged  to  fpeak  always 
with  critical  exaftnefs.  Something 
of  this  too  may  arife  from  want  of 
words  in  the  language  to  exprefs 
the  more  nice  difcriminations 
which  a  deep  inveftigation  difco- 
vers.  A  great  deal  however  of 
this  difference  vanifhes,  when  each 
opinion  is  tolerably  explained  and 
underflood  by  conflancy  and  pre- 
ciflon  in  the  ufe  of  terms. 

We  apply  the  term  tajie  to  that 
aft  of  the  mind  by  which  we  like  or 
diflike,  whatever  be  the  fubjeft. 
Our  judgement  upon  an  airy  no¬ 
thing,  a  fancy  which  has  no  foun¬ 
dation,  is  called  by  the  fame  name 
which  we  give  to  our  determination 
concerning  thofe  truths  which  refer 
to  the  moil  general  and  moft  unal¬ 
terable  principles  of'human  nature, 
to  works  which  are  only  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  greateft  efforts  of  the 
human  underflanding.  However 
inconvenient  this  may  be,  we  are 
obliged  to  take  words  as  we  find 
them  ;  all  we  can  do  is  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  things  to  which  they  are 
applied, 


We  may  let  pafs  thofe  things 
which  are  at  once  fubjefts  of 
tafte  and  fenfe,  and  which  having 
as  much  certainty  as  the  fenfes 
themfelves,  give  no  occafion  to  en¬ 
quiry  or  difpute.  The  natural 
appetite,  or  tafte  of  the  human 
mind,  is  for’  truth ;  whether  that 
truth  refults  from  the  real  agree¬ 
ment  or  equality  of  original  ideas 
among  themfelves  ;  from  the  a- 
greement  of  the  reprefentation  of 
any  objeft  with  the  thing  repre- 
fented;  or  from  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  the  feveral  parts  of  any 
arrangement  with  each  other.  It  is 
the  very  fame  tafte  which  relifhes 
a  demonftration  in  geometry,  that 
is  pleafed  with  the  refemblance 
of  a  pifture  to  an  original,  and 
touched  with  the  harmony  of  mu- 
fic. 

All  thefe  have  unalterable  and 
fixed  foundations  in  nature,  and 
are  therefore  equally  inveltigated 
by  reafon,  and  known  by  ftudy  ; 
fome  with  more,  fome  with  lefs 
clearnefs,  but  all  exaftly  in  the 
fame  way.  A  pifture  that  is  un¬ 
like,  is  falfe.  Difproportionate 
ordonnance  of  parts  is  not  right; 
becaufe  it  cannot  be  true,  until  it 
ceales  to  be  a  contradiction  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  parts  have  no  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  whole.  Colouring  is 
true  where  it  is  naturally  adapted 
to  the  eye,  from  brightnefs,  from 
foftnefs,  from  harmony,  from  re¬ 
femblance  ;  becaufe  thefe  agree 
with  their  objeft  nature ,  and  there¬ 
fore  are  true;  as  true  as  mathe¬ 
matical  demonftration;  but  known 
to  be  true  only  to  thofe  who  ftudy 
thefe  things. 

But  befides  realy  there  is  alfo 
appare?it  truth,  or  opinion,  or  pre¬ 
judice.  With  regard  to  real  truth, 
L  3  when 
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when  it  is  known,  the  tafte  which 
conforms  to  it,  is,  and  muft  be, 
uniform.  With  regard  to  the  fe¬ 
cund  fort  of  truth,  which  may  be 
called  truth  upon  fufferance,  or 
truth  by  courtefy,  it  is  not  fixed,  but 
variable.  However,  whilft  thefe 
opinions  and  prejudices,  on  which 
it  is  founded,  continue,  they  ope¬ 
rate  as  truth  ;  and  the  art,  whole 
office,  it  is  to  pleafe  the  mind,  as 
well  as  inftrudl  it,  muft  diredt  itfelf 
according  to  opinion,  or  it  will  not 
attain  its  end. 

In  proportion  as  thefe  prejudices 
are  known  to  be  generally  diffuf- 
ed,  or  long  received,  the  tafte 
which  conforms  to  them  approaches 
nearer  to  cetainty,  and  to  a  fort  of 
refemblance  to  real  fcience,  even 
where  opinions  are  found  to  be  no 
better  than  prejudices.  And  fince 
they  deferve,  on  account  of  their 
duration  and  extent,  to  be  conli- 
dered  as  really  true,  they  become 
capable  of  no /mail  degree  of  lia¬ 
bility  and  determination  by  their 
permanent  and  uniform  nature. 

I  fhall  now  fay  fomething  on 
that  part  of  tafte ,  which,  as  I  have 
hinted  to  you  before,  does  not  be¬ 
long  fo  much  to  the  external  form 
pf  things,  but  is  add  reded  to  the 
mind,  and  depends  on  its  original 
frame,  or,  to  ufe  the  expreffion, 
the  organization  of  the  foul ;  I 
mean  the  imagination  and  the  paf- 
iions.  The  principles  of  thefe  are 
are  as  invariable  as.  the  former,  and 
are  to  be  known  and  reafoned  up¬ 
on  in  the  fame  manner,  by  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  common  fenfe  deciding 
upon  the  common  feelings'*©#  man¬ 
kind.  This  fenfe,  and  thefe  feel¬ 
ings,  appear  to  me  of  equal  au¬ 
thority,  and  equally  conduftve. 


Now  this  appeal  implies  a  ge« 
nerai  uniformity  and  agreement  in 
the  minds  of  men.  It  would  be 
eife  an  idle  and  vain  endeavour  to 
eftabl'ith  rules  of  art  £  it  would  be 
purfuing  a  phantom  to  attempt  to 
move  affediions  ...with  which  we 
were  entirely  unacquainted.  We 
have  no  reafon  to  fufpedt  there  is 
a  greater  difference  between  our 
minds  than  between  our  forms,  of 
which,  though  there  are  no  two 
alike,  yet  there  is  a  general  fimi- 
litude  that  goes  through  the  whole 
race  of  mankind  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  cultivated  their  tafte  can  dif- 
tinguiffi  what  is  beautiful  or  de¬ 
formed,  or,  in  other  words,  what 
agrees  or  what  deviates  from  the 
general  idea  of  nature,  in  one  cafe, 
as  well  as  in  the  other. 

The  internal  fabric  of  our  mind, 
as  well  as  the  external  form  of  our 
bodies,  being  nearly  uniform  ;  it 
feems  then  to  follow  of  courfe, 
that  as  the  imagination  is  incapa¬ 
ble  of  producing  any  thing  origi¬ 
nally  of  itfelf,  ana  can  only  vary 
and  combine  thefe  ideas  with  which 
it  is  furnifhed  by  means  of  the 
fenfes,  there  will  be  of  courfe  an 
agreement  in  the  imaginations  as 
in  the  fonfes  of  men.  There  being 
this  agreement,  it  follows,  that  in 
all'  cafes,  in  our  lighteft  anrufe- 
ments,  as  well  as  in  our  moil  feri- 
ous  actions  and  engagements  of 
life,  we  mu  ft  regulate  our  affec- 
tions  of  every  kind  by  that  of 
others.  The  well-difciplined  mind 
acknowledges  this  authority,  and 
fubrnits  its  own  opinion  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  voice, 

it  is  from  knowing  what  are  the 
general  feelings  and  paffions  of 
mankind,  that  we  acquire  a  true 
idea  of  what  imagination  is  ; 
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though  it  appears  as  if  we  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  but  to  confult  our  own 
particular  fenfations,  and  thefe 
were  fuliicient  to  enfure  us  from 
all  error  and  miilake. 

A  knowledge  of  the  difpofition 
and  character  of  the  human  mind 
can  be  acquired  only  by  experi¬ 
ence  :  a  great  deal  will  be  learned, 

I  admit,  by  a  habit  of  examining 
what  pafies  in  our  bofoms,  what 
are  our  own  motives  of  a&ion,  and 
of  what  kind  of  feniiments  we  are 
confcious  on  any  occafion.  We 
may  fuppofe  an  uniformity,  and 
conclude  that  the  fame  effeCt  will 
be  produced  by  the  fame  caufe  in 
the  minds  of  others.  This  exami¬ 
nation  will  contribute  to  fuggeft  to 
us  matters  of  enquiry  ;  but  we  can 
never  be  fure  that  our  own  fenfa¬ 
tions  are  true  and  right,  till  they 
are  confirmed  by  more  extenfive 
obfervation. 

One  man  oppofing  another  de¬ 
termines  nothing ;  but  a  general 
union  of  minds,  like  a  general 
combination  of  the  forces  of  all 
mankind,  makes  a  flrength  that  is 
irrefiftible.  In  fa£l,  as  he  who 
does  not  know  himfelf  does  not 
know  others,  fo  it  may  bfc  faid 
with  equal  truth,  that  he  who  does 
not  know  others,  knows  himfelf 
but  very  imperfectly. 

A  man  who  thinks  he  is  guard¬ 
ing  himfelf  againft  prejudices  by 
refilling  the  authority  of  others, 
leaves  opeil  every  avenue  to  Angu¬ 
larity,  vanity,  felf-conceit,  cbfti- 
nacy,  and  many  other  vices,  all 
tending  to  warp  the  judgment, 
and  prevent  the  natural  operation 
of  his  faculties. 


This  fubmiflion  to  others  is  a 
deference  which  we  owe,  and  in¬ 
deed  are  forced  involuntarily  to 
pay.  In  faCt,  we  are  never  Satis¬ 
fied  with  our  opinions  till  they  are 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  fuf- 
frages  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  We 
difpute  and  wrangle  for  ever  ;  we 
endeavour  to  get  men  to  come  to 
us,  when  we  do  not  go  to  them. 

He  therefore  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  works  which  have  pleafed 
different  ages  and  different  coun¬ 
tries,  and  has  formed  his  opinion 
on  them,  has  more  materials,  and 
more  means  of  knowing  what  is 
analogous  to  the  mind  of  man, 
than  he  who  is  converfant  only 
with  the  works  of  his  own  age  or 
country.  What  has  pleafed,  and 
continues  to  pleafe,  is  likely  to 
pleafe  again  :  hence  are  derived 
the  rules  of  art,  and  on  this  im¬ 
movable  foundation  they  mufl  ever 
Hand. 

This  fearch  and  ftudy  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  mind  ought  not  to 
be  confined  to  one  art  only.  It  is  by 
the  analogy  that  one  art  bears  to 
another,  that  many  things  are  af- 
certained,  which  either  were  but 
faintly  feeri,  or,  perhaps,  would 
not  have  been  discovered  at  all, 
if  the  inventor  had  not  received 
tlie  firft  hints  from  the  practices  of 
a  filler  art  on  a  fimilar  occafion 
The  frequent  allufions  which  every 
man  who  treats  of  any  art  is  oblig¬ 
ed  to  draw  from  others  in  order  to 
ill ailrate  and  confirm  his  princi¬ 
ples,  fufiiciently  fhew  their  near 
connexion  and  infeparable  rela¬ 
tion. 


#  Nulla  ars,  non  alterius  artis,  aut  mater,  aut  propinqua  eft. 

Tertull.  as  cited  by  Junius, 
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All  arts  having  the  fame  general 
end,  which  is  to  pleafe,  and  ad- 
dreffing  themfelves  to  the  fame  fa¬ 
culties  through  the  medium  of  the 
fenfes,  it  follows  that  their  rules 
and  principles  mull  have  as  great 
affinity  as  the  different  marerials 
and  the  different  organs  or  vehicles 
by  which  they  pafs  to  the  mind, 
will  permit  them  to  retain 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
the  real  fubftance,  as  it  may  be 
called,  of  what  goes  under  the 
name  of  tafte,  is  fixed  and  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  nature  of  things  ; 
that  there  are  certain  and  regular 
caufes  by  which  the  imagination 
and  paffions  of  men  are  affeCted  ; 
and  that  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
caufes  is  acquired  by  a  laborious 
and  diligent  inveftigation  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  by  the  fame  flow  pro- 
grefs  as  wifdom  or  knowledge  of 
Overy  kind,  however  inftantaneous 
its  operations  may  appear  when  thus 
acquired. 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that 
the  good  and  virtuous  man  alone 
can  acquire  this  true  or  juft  relifti 
even  of  works  of  art.  This  opi¬ 
nion  will  not  appear  entirely  with¬ 
out  foundation,  when  we  confider 
that  the  fame  habit  of  mind  which 
is  acquired  by  our  fearch  after 
truth  in  the  more  ferious  duties  of 
life,  is  only  transferred  to  the  pur- 
fuit  of  lighter  amufements.  The 
fame  difpofition,  the  fame  defire 
to  find  fomething  fteady,  fubftan- 
tial  and  durable,  on  which  the 
mind  can  lean,  as  it  were,  and  reft 
with  fafety.  The  fubjedt  only  is 
changed.  We  purfue  the  fame 
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method  in  our  fearch  after  the  idea 
of  beamy  and  perfection  in  each  ; 
cf  virtue,  by  looking  forward  be- 
yond  ourfelves  to  fociety,  and  to 
the  whole ;  of  arts,  by  extending 
our  views  in  the  fame  manner  to 
ail  ages  and  all  times. 

Every  art,  like  our  own,  has  in 
its  compofition  fluctuating  as  well 
as  fixed  principles.  It  is  an  atten¬ 
tive  enquiry  into  their  difference 
that  will  enable  us  to  determine 
how  far  we  are  influenced  by  cuf- 
tom  and  habit,  and  what  is  fixed 
in  the  nature  of  things. 

To  diftinguifh  how  much  has 
folid  foundation,  we  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fame  proof  by  which, 
fome  hold  wit  ought  to  be  tried  ; 
whethey  it  preferves  itfelf  whea 
tranflated.  That  wit  is  falfe  which 
can  fubfift  only  in  one  language  ; 
and  that  picture  which  pleafes  only 
one  age  or  one  nation,  owes  its 
reception  to  fome  local  or  acci¬ 
dental  aflociation  of  ideas. 

We  may  apply  this  to  every 
cuftom  and  habit  of  life.  Thus 
the  general  principles  of  urbanity, 
politenefs,  or  civility,  have  been 
ever  the  fame  in  all  nations ;  but 
the  mode  in  which  they  are  dref- 
fed  is  continually  varying.  The 
general  idea  of  Ihewing  refpeCt  is 
by  making  yourfelf  lefs  ;  but  the 
manner,  whether  by  bowing  the 
body,  kneeling,  proftration,  pul¬ 
ling  off  the  upper  part  of  our 
drefs,  or  taking  away  the  lower f, 
is  a  matter  of  habit.  It  would  be 
unjuft  to  conclude  that  all  orna¬ 
ments,  becaufe  they  were  at  firft 
arbitrarily  contrived,  are  therefore 


*  Omnes  antes  quae  ad  humanitatem  pertinent,  habent  quoddam  commune 
yinculum,  et  quafi  cognatione  inter  fe  continentur.  Cicero.. 

t  Put  off  thy  fhoes  from  off  thy  feet;  for  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandeft 
Is  holy  ground*  '  '  Exodus,  chap.  iii.  5. 

undeferving 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  155 


undeferving  of  our  attention  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  who  neglects  the 
cultivation  of  thofe  ornaments,  atts 
contrarily  to  nature  and  reafon. 
As  life  would  be  imperfect  without 
its  highed  ornaments  the  Arts,  fo 
thefe  arts  themfelves  would  be  im- 
perfedt  without  their  ornaments. 

Though  we  by  no  means  ought 
to  rank  thefe  with  pofitive  and 
fubdantial  beauties,  yet  it  mud  be 
allowed  that  a  knowledge  of  both 
is  effentially  requifite  towards  for¬ 
ming  a  complete,  whole  and  per¬ 
fect  take.  It  is  in  reality  from 
the  ornaments  that  arts  receive 
their  peculiar  character  and  com¬ 
plexion  ;  we  may  add,  that  in 
them  we  find  the  charadlerilUcal 
mark  of  a  national  tade,  as  by 
throwing  up  a  feather  in  the  air, 
we  know  which  way  the  wind 
blows,  better  than  by  a  more  heavy 
matter. 

The  driking  diftindtion  between 
the  works  of  the  Roman,  Bolog- 
nian  and  Venetian  fchools,  confifts 
more  in  that  general  effedl  which 
is  produced  by  colours,  than  in 
the  more  profound  excellencies  of 
the  art ;  at  lead  it  is  from  thence 
that  each  is  didinguifhed  and 
known  at  fird  fight.  As  it  is  the 
ornaments,  rather  than  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  architediure,  which  at 
the  fird  glance  didinguifli  the  dif¬ 
ferent  orders  from  each  other ; 
the  Doric  is  known  by  its  triglyphs, 
the  Ionic  by  its  volutes,  and  the 
Corinthian  by  its  acanthus. 

Tade  in  drefs  is  certainly  one 
of  the  lowed  fubjedts  to  which  this 
word  is  applied  ;  yet  there  is  a 
right  even  here,  however  narrow 
its  foundation  refpedling  the  fa- 
fhion  of  any  particular  nation. 
But  we  have  dill  more  dender 
means  of  determining,  in  regard 


to  the  different  cudoms  of  diffe¬ 
rent  ages  or  countries,  to  which  to 
give  the  preference,  fince  they 
feem  to  be  all  equally  removed 
from  nature. 

If  an  European,  when  he  has 
cut  off  his  beard,  and  put  falfe 
hair  on  his  head,  or  bound  up  his 
own  natural  hair  in  regular  knots, 
as  unlike  nature  as  he  can  poflibly 
make  it  ;  and  having  rendered 
them  immovable  by  the  help  of 
the  fat  of  hogs,  has  covered  the 
whole  with  flour,  laid  on  by  a 
machine  with  the  utmod  regula¬ 
rity  ;  if,  when  thus  attired  he  if. 
fues  forth,  he  meets  a  Cherokee 
Indian,  who  has  bedovved  as  much 
time  at  his  toilet,  and  laid  on  with 
equal  care  and  attention  his  yellow 
and  red  oker  on  particular  parts  of 
his  forehead  or  cheeks,  as  he 
judges  mod  becoming  ;  whoever 
defpifes  the  other  for  this  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fafhion  of  his  country; 
which  ever  of  thefe  two  fird  feels 
himfelf  provoked  to  laugh,  is  the 
barbarian. 

All  thefe  fafhions  are  very  inno¬ 
cent,  neither  worth  difquiiition,  nor 
any  endeavour  to  alter  them,  as 
the  change  would,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  be  equally  didant  from  na¬ 
ture.  The  only  circumdances 
againd  which  indignation  may 
reafonably  be  moved,  is  where  the 
operation  is  painful  or  deftru&ive 
of  health,  fuch  as  is  praftifed  at 
Otahaiti,  and  the  drait  lacing  of 
the  Englifh  ladies  ;  of  the  lad  of 
which,  how  dedru&ive  it  mud  be 
to  health  and  long  life,  the  profef- 
for  of  anatomy  took  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  proving  a  few  days  fince  ir* 
this  Academy. 

It  is  in  drefs  as  in  things  of 
greater  confequence.  Fafhions 
originate  from  thofe  only  who  have 
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the  high  and  powerful  advantages 
of  rank,  birth,  and  fortune.  As 
many  of  the  ornaments  of  art, 
thofe  at  lead  for  which  no  reafon 
can  be  given,  are  tranfmitted  ta 
as,  are  adopted,  and  acquire  their 
confequence  from  the  company  in 
which  we  have  been  ufed  to  fee 
them.  As  Greece  and  Rome  are 
the  fountains  from  whence  have 
flowed  all  kinds  of  excellence,  to 
that  veneration  which  they  have  a 
right  to  claim  for  the  pleafure  and 
knowledge  which  they  have  af¬ 
forded  us,  we  voluntarily  add  our 
approbation  of  every  ornament 
and  every  eudom  that  belonged  to 
them,  even  to  the  fafiiion  of  their 
drefs.  For  it  may  be  obferved 
that,  not  fatisfied  with  them  in 
their  own  place,  we  make  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  dreffing  datues  of  modern 
heroes  or  fenators  in  the  fadiion  of 
the  Roman  armour  or  peaceful 
robe,  we  go  fo  far  as  hardly  to  bear 
a  datue  in  any  other  drapery. 

The  figures  of  the  great  men  of 
thofe  nations  have  come  down  to 
us  in  feuipture.  In  fculpture  re¬ 
main  aimed  all  the  excellent  fpe- 
eimens  of  ancient  art.  "We  have 
fc  far  afibciated  perfonal  dignity 
to  the  perfons  thus  reprefen  ted, 
and  the  truth  of  art  to  their  man¬ 
ner  of  reprefen ta.tion,  that  it  is  not 
in  our  power  any  longer  to  feparate 
them.  This  is  not  fo  in  painting  ; 
becaufe  having  no  excellent  antient 
portraits,  that  conneftion  was  never 
formed.  Indeed  we  could  no  more 
venture  to  paint  a  general  officer 
in  a  Roman  military  habit,  than 
we  could  make  a  datue  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  uniform.  But  fince  we  have 
no  antient  portraits,  to  fhew  how 
ready  we  are  to  adopt  thofe  kind 
of  prejudices,  we  make  the  bed 
authority  among  the  moderns  ferve 


the  fame  purpofe.  The  great  va¬ 
riety  of  excellent  portraits  with 
which  Vandyke  has  enriched  this 
nation,  we  are  not  content  to  ad¬ 
mire  for  their  real  excellence,  but 
extend  our  approbation  even  to 
the  drefs  which  happened  to  be 
the  faffiion  of  that  age.  We  all 
very  well  remember  how  common 
it  was  a  few  years  ago  for  portraits 
to  be  drawn  in  this  Gothic  drefs, 
and  this  cudom  is  not  yet  entirely 
laid  afide.  By  this  means  it  mud 
be  acknowledged  very  ordinary 
pictures  acquired  fomething  of  the 
air  and  effect  of  the  works  of  Van¬ 
dyke,  and  appeared  therefore  at 
fird  fight  to  be  better  pictures  than 
they  really  were ;  they  appeared 
fo,  however,  to  thofe  only  who 
had  the  means  of  making  this  af* 
fociation,  for  when  made,  it  was 
irrefidible.  But  this  affiociation  is 
nature,  and  refers  to  that  fecon- 
dary  truth  that  comes  from  con¬ 
formity  to  general  prejudice  and 
opinion  ;  it  is  therefore  not  merely 
fantadical.  B elides  the  prejudice 
which  we  have  in  favour  of  antient 
drefies,  there  may  be  likewife  other 
reafons,  amongd  which  we  may 
judly  rank  the  fimplicity  of  them, 
confiding  of  little  more  than  one 
fingle  piece  of  drapery,  without 
thofe  vvhimfical  capricious  forms 
by  which  all  other  dredes  are  em- 
ban-ailed. 

Thus,  though  it  is  from  the 
prejudice  we  have  in  favour  of  the 
antients,  who  have  taught  us  ar¬ 
chitecture,  that  we  have  adopted 
likewife  their  ornaments  ;  and 
though  we  are  fatisfied  that  neither 
nature  nor  reafon  are  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  thofe  beauties  which  we 
imagine  we  fee  in  that  art,  yet  if 
any  one  perfuaded  of  this  truth 
Ihould  therefore  invent  new  orders 
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of  equal  beauty,  which  we  will 
fuppofe  to  be  pofiible,  yet  they 
would  not  pleafe,  nor  ought  he  to 
complain,  fince  the  old  has  that 
great  advantage  of  having  cuftom 
and  prejudice  on  its  fide.  In  this 
cafe  we  leave  what  has  every  pre¬ 
judice  in  its  favour,  to  take  that 
which  will  have  no  advantage  over 
what  we  have  left,  but  novelty, 
which  foon  deftroys  itfelf,  and  at 
any  rate  is  but  a  weak  antagonift 
againft  cuftom. 

Thefe  ornaments  having  the 
right  of  pofteffion,  ought  not  to 
be  removed,  but  to  make  room  for 
not  only  what  has  higher  preten¬ 
fions,  but  fuch  pretenfions  as  will 
balance  the  evil  and  confufion 
which  innovation  always  brings 
with  it. 

To  this  we  may  add,  even  the 
durability  of  the  materials  will  of¬ 
ten  contribute  to  give  a  fuperiority 
to  one  objedl  over  another.  Orna¬ 
ments  in  buildings,  with  which 
tafte  js  principally  concerned,  are 
compofed  of  materials  which  laft 
longer  than  thofe  of  which  drefs 
is  compofed  ;  it  therefore  makes 
higher  pretenfions  to  our  favour 
and  prejudice. 

Some  attention  is  furely  required 
to  what  we  can  no  more  get  rid  of 
than  we  can  go  out  of  ourfelves. 
We  are  creatures  of  prejudice  ; 
we  neither  can  nor  ought  to  eradi¬ 
cate  it;  we  muft  only  regulate  it 
by  reafor>_,  which  regulation  by 
reafon  is  indeed  little  more  than 
obliging  the  letter,  the  local  and 
temporary  prejudices,  to  give  way 
to  thofe  which,  are  more  durable 
and  lafting. 

He  therefore  who  in  his  pra&ice 
of  portrait  painting  wifhes  to  dig¬ 
nify  his  fubjeft,  which  we  will 
fuppofe  to  be  a  Lady,  will  not 


paint  her  in  the  modern  drefs,  the 
familiarity  of  which  alone  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  deftroy  all  dignity.  He 
takes  care  that  his  work  fhall  cor- 
refpond  to  thofe  ideas  and  that 
imagination  which  he  knows  will 
regulate  the  judgment  of  others  ; 
and  therefore  dreffes  his  figure 
fomething  with  the  general  air  of 
the  antique  for  the  fake  of  dig¬ 
nity,  and  preferves  fomething  of 
the  modern  for  the  fake  of  like- 
nefs.  By  this  conduct  his  works 
correfpond  with  thofe  prejudices 
which  we  have  in  favour  of  what 
we  continually  fee  ;  and  the  relifh 
of  the  antique  fimplicity  corre¬ 
fpond  s  with  what  we  may  call  the 
more  learned  and  fcientific  preju¬ 
dice. 

There  was  a  ftatue  made  not 
long  fince  of  Voltaire,  which  the 
fculptor,  not  having  that  refpeft 
for  the  prejudices  of  mankind 
which  he  ought  to  have,  has  made 
entirely  naked,  and  as  meagre 
and  emaciated  as  the  original  is 
faid  to  be.  The  confequence  is 
what  might  be  expe&ed  ;  it  has 
remained  in  the  fculptor’s  fhop, 
though  it  was  intended  as  a  pub¬ 
lic  ornament  and  a  public  honour 
to  Voltaire,  as  it  was  procured  at 
the  expence  of  his  cotemporary 
wits  and  admirers. 

Whoever  would  reform  a  na¬ 
tion,  fuppofing  a  bad  tafte  to  pre* 
vail  in  it,  will  not  accomplifh  his 
purpofe  by  going  direflly  again  ft 
the  ft  ream  of  their  prejudices. 
Men’s  minds  muft  be  prepared  to 
receive  what  is  new  to  them.  Re¬ 
formation  is  a  work  of  time.  A 
national  tafte,  however  wrong  it 
may  be,  cannot  be  totally  chang¬ 
ed  at  once  ;  we  muft  yield  a  little 
to  the  prepottettion  which  has 
taken  hoftt  on  the  mind,  and  we 

may 


,56  ANNUAL  RE 

may  then  bring  people  to  adopt 
what  would  offend  them,  if  en¬ 
deavoured  to  be  introduced  by 
florai.  When  Battifto  Franco 
was  employed,  in  conjunction 
with  Titian,  Paul  Veronefe  and 
Tintoret,  to  adorn  the  library  of 
St.  Mark,  his  work,  Vafari  fays, 
gave  lefs  fads  faction  than  any  of 
the  others :  the  dry  manner  of  the 
Roman  fchool  was  very  ill  calcu¬ 
lated  to  pleafe  eyes  that  had  been 
accuftomed  to  the  luxuriancy, 
fplendor  and  richnefs  of  Vene¬ 
tian  colouring.  Had  the  Ro¬ 
mans  been  the  judges  of  this  work, 
probably  the  determination  would 
have  been  juft  contrary;  for  in  the. 
more  noble  parts  of  the  art,  Bat¬ 
tifto  Franco  was  perhaps  not  infe¬ 
rior  to  any  of  his  rivals. 


’Thoughts  on  Commercial  Subjects. 
From  Dr.  Franklin Political 
Fragments . 

Of  Embargoes  upon  Corn ,  and  of  the 
Poor. 

IN  inland  high  countries,  remote 
from  the  fea,  and  whofe  rivers 
are  final  1*  running  from  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  not  to  it,  as  is  the  cafe  of 
Switzerland  ;  great  diftrefs  may 
arife  from  a  courleof  bad  harvefts, 
if  public  granaries  are  not  provid¬ 
ed,  and  kept  well  ftored.  An¬ 
ciently  too,  before  navigation  was 
fo  general,  ihips  fo  plenty,  and 
commercial  connexions  fo  well 
eftabliftied  ;  even  maritime  coun¬ 
tries  might  be  occaftonally  diftref- 
fed  by  bad  crops.  But  fuch  is  now 
the  facility  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  thofe  countries,  that  an  un- 
reftrained  commerce  can  fcarce 
f ver  fail  of  procuring  a  fufficiency 
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for  any  of  them.  If  indeed  any 
government  is  fo  imprudent,  as  t© 
lay  its  hands  on  imported  corn, 
forbid  its  exportation,  or  compel 
its  fale  at  limited  prices  ;  there 
the  people  may  fuffer  fome  famine 
from  merchants  avoiding  their 
ports.  But  wherever  commerce  is 
known  to  be  always  free,  and  the 
merchant  abfolute  mailer  of  his 
commodity,  as  in  Holland,  there 
will  always  be  a  reafonable  fupply. 

When  an  exportation  of  com 
takes  place,  occafioned  by  a 
higher  ptjce  in  fome  foreign 
countries,  it  is  common  to  raife  a 
clamour,  on  the  fuppofition  that 
we  fhall  thereby  produce  a  domef- 
tic  famine.  Then  follows  a  pro¬ 
hibition,  founded  on  the  imagi¬ 
nary  diftrefs  of  the  poor*  The 
poor,  to  be  fure,  if  in  diftrefs, 
fhould  be  relieved  ;  but  if  the  far¬ 
mer  could  have  a  high  price  for 
his  corn  from  the  foreign  demand, 
muft  he  by  a  prohibition  of  expor¬ 
tation  be  compelled  to  take  a  low 
price,  not  of  the  poor  only,  but 
of  every  one  that  eats  bread,  even 
the  richeft  ?  the  duty  of  relieving 
the  poor  is  incumbent  on  the  rich  ; 
but  by  this  operation  the  whole 
burden  of  it  is  laid  on  the  farmer, 
who  is  to  relieve  the  rich  at  the 
fame  time.  Of  the  poor  too, 
thofe  who  are  maintained  by  the 
parifhes  have  no  right  to  claim 
this  facrifice  of  the  farmer  ;  as, 
while  they  have  their  allowance, 
it  makes  no  difference  to  them, 
whether  bread  be  cheap  or  dear. 
Thofe  working  poor,  who  now 
mind  buftnefs  only  five  or  four 
days  in  the  week,  if  bread  fhould 
be  fo  dear  as  to  oblige  them  to 
work  the  whole  fix  required  by  the 
commandment,  do  not  feem  to  be 
aggrieved,  fo  as  to  have  a  right 
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to  public  redrefs.  There  will  then 
remain,  comparatively,  only  a 
few  families  in  every  diltriCt,  who, 
from  ficknefs  or  a  great  number 
of  children,  will  be  fo  diltrelfed  by 
a  high  price  of  corn,  as  to  need 
relief ;  and  thefe  Ihould  be  taken 
care  of  by  particular  benefactions, 
without  reltraining  the  farmer’s 
profit. 

Thofe  who  fear,  that  exporta¬ 
tion  may  fo  far  drain  the  country 
of  corn,  as  to  Itarve  ourfelves,  fear 
what  never  did,  nor  ever  can  hap¬ 
pen.  They  may  as  w^ll,  when 
they  view  the  tide  ebbing  towards 
the  fea,  fear  that  all  the  water 
will  leave  the  river.  The  price 
of  corn,  like  water,  will  find  its 
own  level.  The  more  we  export, 
the  dearer  it  becomes  at  home  ; 
the  more  is  received  abroad,  the 
■cheaper  it  becomes  there  ;  and,  as 
foon  as  thefe  prices  are  equal,  the 
exportation  flops  of  courfe.  As 
the  feafons  vary  in  different  coun¬ 
tries,  the  calamity  of  a  bad  har- 
vefl  is  never  univerfal.  If  then, 
all  ports  were  always  open,  and 
all  commerce  free  ;  every  ma¬ 
ritime  country  would  generally 
eat  bread  at  the  medium  price, 
or  average  of  all  the  harvefls ; 
which  w'ould  probably  be  more 
equal  than  we  can  make  it  by  our 
artificial  regulations,  and  therefore 
a  more  fleady  encouragement  to 
agriculture.  The  nation  would 
all  have  bread  at  this  middle 
price  ;  and  that  nation,  which  at 
any  time  inhumanly  refufes  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  diflreffes  of  another  na¬ 
tion,  defer ves  no  companion  when 
in  dillrefs  itfelf. 

Of  the  EJfeft  of  Dcarnefs  of  Pro~ui- 
fons  upon  Working,  and  upon  Ma¬ 
nufactures, 
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THE  common  people  do  not 
work  for  pleafure  generally,  but 
from  neceffity.  Cheapnefs  of  pro- 
vifions  makes  them  more  idle  ; 
lefs  work  is  then  done,  it  is  then, 
more  in  demand  proportionally, 
and  of  courfe  the  price  rifes- 
Dearnefs  of  provifions  obliges  the 
manufacturer  to  work  more  days 
and  more  hours  ;  thus  more  work 
is  done  than  equals  the  ufual  de¬ 
mand  ;  of  courfe  it  becomes  chea¬ 
per,  and  the  manufactures  in  con¬ 
sequence. 

Of  an  open  Trade . 

PERHAPS,  in  general,  it  would 
be  better  if  government  meddled 
no  farther  with  trade,  than  to  pro¬ 
tect  it,  and  let  it  take  its  courfe. 
Moll  of  the  flatutes  or  aCts,  edicts, 
arrets,  and  placarts  of  parliaments, 
princes,  and  flates,  for  regulating, 
directing,  or  reltraining  of  trade, 
have,  we  think,  been  either  poli¬ 
tical  blunders,  or  jobs  obtained  by 
artful  men  for  private  advantage 
under  pretence  of  public  good. 
When  Colbert  alfembled  fome  wife 
old  merchants  of  France,  and  de- 
fired  their  advice  and  opinion  how 
he  could  belt  ferve  and  promote 
commerce  ;  their  anfwer,  after 
confultation,  was  in  three  words 
only,  Laiffez,  nous  faire ;  ‘  Let  us 
alone.’ — It  is  faid  by  a  very  folid 
writer  of  the  fame  nation,  that  he 
is  well  advanced  in  the  fcience  of 
politics,  who  knows  the  full  force 
of  that  maxim.  Pas  trap  gowv enter , 
c  not  to  govern  too  much  ;  which, 
perhaps,  would  be  of  more  ufe 
when  applied  to  trade,  than  in 
any  other  public  concern.  It 
were  therefore  to  be  wilhed,  that 
commerce  were  as  free  between 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  it 

is 
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is  between  the  feveral  counties  of 
England  ;  fo  would  all,  by  mu¬ 
tual  communication,  obtain  more, 
enjoyments.  Thofe  counties  do 
not  ruin  each  other  by  trade,  nei¬ 
ther  would  the  nations.  No  na¬ 
tion  was  ever  ruined  by  trade, 
even,  feemingly,  the  mod  difad- 
van  tageous. 

Wherever  defirable  fuperfluities 
are  imported,  induftry  is  excited, 
and  thereby  plenty  is  produced. 
Were  only  neceftaries  permitted  to 
be  purchafed,  men  would  work  no 
more  than  was  necelfary  for  that 
purpofe. 

Of  Prohibitions  with  refpeSi  to  the 

Exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

COULD  Spain  and  Portugal 
have  fucceeded  in  executing;  their 
roolifh  laws  for  hedging  in  the 
cuckow,  as  Locke  calls  it,  and 
have  kept  at  home  all  their  gold 
and  filver,  thofe  metals  would  by 
this  time  have  been  of  little  more 
value  than  fo  much  lead  or  iron. 
Their  plenty  would  have  leffened 
their  value.  We  fee  the  folly  of 
thefe  ediChs :  but  are  not  our  own 
prohibitory  and  reftrictive  laws, 
that  are  profeftedly  made  with  in¬ 
tention  to  bring  a  balance  in  our 
favour  from  our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
iaws  to  prevent  the  neceflity  of 
exporting  that  money,  which  if 
they  could  be  thoroughly  execut¬ 
ed,  would  make  money  as  plenty, 
and  of  as  little  value;  I  fay,  are 
not  fuch  laws  akin  to  thofe  Spanifh 
edicts  ;  follies  of  the  fame  fa¬ 
mily  ?  * 

Of  the  Pet  urns  for  foreign  Articles . 

I N  fad,  the  produce  of  other 
countries  can  hardly  be  obtained,* 


unlefs  by  fraud  and  rapine.  With¬ 
out  giving  the  produce  of  our  land 
or  cur  indufry  in  exchange  for 
them.  If  we  have  mines  of  gold 
and  filver,  gold  and  filver  may 
then  be  called  the  produce  of  our 
land :  if  we  have  not,,  we  can 
only  fairly  obtain  thofe  metals  by 
giving  for  them  the  produce  of 
our  land  or  induftry.  When  we 
have  them,  they  are  then  only 
that  produce  or  induftry  in  another 
fhape ;  which  we  may  give,  if 
the  trade  requires  it  and  our  other 
produce  «/ill  not  fuit,  in  exchange 
for  the  produce  of  fome  other 
country  that  furnifhes  what  we 
have  more  occafion  for,  or  more 
defire.  When  we  have,  to  an  in¬ 
convenient  degree,  parted  with 
our  gold  and  filver,  our  induftry 
is  ftimulated  afrefh  to  procure 
more ;  that,  by  its  means,  we 
may  contrive  to  procure  the  fame 
advantage. 

OfRefraints  upon  Commerce  in  Pime 
of  War. 

WHEN  princes  make  war  by 
prohibiting  commerce,  each  may 
hurt  himfelf  as  much  as  his  ene¬ 
my.  Traders,  who  by  their  bu¬ 
ll  Refs  are  promoting  the  common, 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  as  far¬ 
mers  and  fifhermen  who  /labour 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  ail,  fhould 
never  be  interrupted,  or  molefted 
in  their  bufmefs  ;  but  enjoy  the 
protection  of  all  in  the  time  of 
war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace. 

This  policy,  thofe  we  are  plea- 
fed  to  call  Barbarians,  have,  in  a 
great  meafure,  adopted  ;  for  the 
trading  fubjeCts  of  any  power* 
with  whom  the  Emperor  of  Mo¬ 
rocco  may  be  at  war,  are  not  li¬ 
able  to  capture,  when  within  light 
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of  his  land,  going  or  coming ; 
and  have  othervvife  free  liberty  to 
trade  and  refide  in  his  dominions. 

As  a  maritime  power,  we  pre- 
fume  it  is  not  thought  right,  that 
Great  Britain  Ihould  grant  luch 
freedom,  except  partially;  as  in 
the  cafe  of  war  with  France, 
when  tobacco  is  allowed  to  be 
lent  thither  under  the  fan&ion  of 
paflports. 

Exchanges  in  Trade  may  he  gainful 
to  each  Party . 

IN  tranfaftions  of  trade.,  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that,  like  gam¬ 
ing,  what  one  party  gains  the  other 
mull  neceflarily  lofe.  The  gain  to 
each  may  be  equal.  If  A  has  more 
corn  than  he  can  confume,  but 
wants  cattle  ;  and  B  has  more 
cattle,  but  -wants  corn,  exchange 
is  gain  to  each  :  hereby  the  com¬ 
mon  flock  of  comforts  in  life,  is 
increafed. 

Of  Paper  Credit. 

IT  is  impoffible  for  government 
to  circumfcribe,  or  fix  the  extent 
of  paper  credit,  which  muft  of 
courfe  fluctuate.  Government  may 
as  well  pretend  to  lay  down  rules 
for  the  operations,  or  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  every  individual  in  the 
courfe  of  his  trade.  Any  Teem¬ 
ing  temporary  evil  arifing,  mull 
naturally  work  its  own  cure. 


Rules  for  a  Club  formerly  efiablifbed 
in  Philadelphia  *.  From  the 
fame . 

Pr  evious  Ppuefticn,  to  be  Anfwered 
at  every  Meeting. 

A V  E  you  read  over  thefe 
queries  this  morning,  in  or¬ 
der  to  confider  what  you  might 
have  to  offer  the  Junto  touching 
any  one  of  them  ?  viz. 

i.  Have  you  met  with  any 
thing  in  the  author  you  laft  read, 
remarkable,  or  fuitable  to  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  junto?  particu¬ 
larly  in  hiflory,  morality,  poetry, 
phyfic,  travels,  mechanic  arts,  or 
other  parts  of  knowledge. 

z.  What  new  flory  have  you 
lately  heard  agreeable  for  telling 
in  converfation  ? 

3.  Hath  any  citizen  in  your 
knowledge  failed  in  his  bufinefs 
lately,  and  what  have  you  heard 
of  the  caufe  ? 

4.  Have  you  lately  heard  of  any 
citizen’s  thriving  well,  and  by 
what  means  ? 

5.  Have  you  lately  heard  how 
any  prefent  rich  man,  here  or 
elfewhere,  got  his  eftate? 

6.  Do  you  know  of  any  fellow- 
citizen,  who  has  lately  done  a 
worthy  action,  deferving  praile 
and  imitation  ?  or  who  has  com¬ 
mitted  an  error  proper  for  us  to  be 
warned  againft  and  avoid? 

7.  What  unhappy  effects  of  in¬ 
temperance  have  you  lately  ob- 


*  This  was  an  early  performance  ;  and  carries  along  with  it  an  air  of  Angu¬ 
larity,  accompanied  with  fuch  operative  good  fenfe  and  philanthropy,  as  cha¬ 
racterizes  it  for  Dr.  Franklin’s.  We  are  informed  by  the  editor,  that  the  club 
for  which  it  was  written,  was  held  in  Philadelphia;  and  was  compofed  of 
men  conftderable  for  their  influence  and  difcretion  ;  for  though  the  chief  mea- 
fures  of  Penfylvania  ufually  received  their  firft  formation  in  this  club,  it  exifled 
for  30  years  without  the  nature  of  its  inflitution  being  publicly  known. 
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ferved  or  heard  ?  of  imprudence  ? 
of  paffion  ?  or  of  any  other  vice  or 
folly  ? 

8.  What  happy  efFe&s  of  tem¬ 
perance  ?  of  prudence  ?  of  mode¬ 
ration  ?  or  of  any  other  virtue  ? 

9.  Have  you  or  any  of  your  ac¬ 
quaintance  been  lately  Tick  or 
wounded?  If  fo,  what  remedies 
were  ufed,  and  what  were  their 
effects  ? 

10.  Who  do  you  know  that  are 
fhortly  going  voyages  or  journies, 
if  one  Ihould  have  occafion  to  fend 
by  them  ? 

11.  Do  you  think  of  anything 
at  prefent,  in  which  the  Junto  may 
be  ferviceable  to  mankind P  to  their 
country,  to  their  friends,  or  to 
themfelves  ? 

12.  Hath  any  deferving  ftranger 
arrived  in  town  fince  laft  meeting, 
that  you  heard  of?  and  what  have 
you  heard  or  obferved  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  or  merits  ?  and  whether, 
think  you,  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  oblige  him,  or  en¬ 
courage  him  as  he  deferves  ? 

13.  Do  you  know  of  any  de¬ 
ferving  young  beginner  lately  fet 
up,  whom  it  lies  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  any  way  to  encourage  ? 

14.  Have  you  lately  obferved 
any  defeCt  in  the  laws  of  your 
country ,  [of]  which  it  would  be 
proper  to  move  the  legillature  for 
an  amendment  ?  or  do  you  know 
of  any  beneficial  law  that  is  want- 
ing  ? 

15.  Have  you  lately  oblerved 
any  encroachment  on  the  juft  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people  ? 

16.  Hath  any  body  attacked 
your  reputation  lately?  and  what 
can  the  Junto  do  towards  fecur- 
ing  it  ? 

17.  Is  there  any  man  whofe 
friendfhip  you  want,  and  which 


the  Junto*  or  any  of  them*  can 
procure  for  you  ? 

18.  Have  you  lately  heard  any 
member’s  character  attacked,  and 
how  have  you  defended  it  ? 

19.  Hath  any  man  injured  you* 
from  whom  it  is  in  the  power  of 
the  Junto  to  procure  redrefs  ? 

20.  In  what  manner  can  the 
Junto,  or  any  of  them,  aflift  you 
in  any  of  your  honourable  deftgns  ? 

21.  Have  you  any  weighty  af¬ 
fair  in  hand,  in  which  you  think 
the  advice  of  the  Junto  may  be  of 
fervice  ? 

22.  What  benefits  have  you 
lately  received  from  any  man  not 
prefen  t  ? 

23.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in 
matters  of  opinion,  ofjuftiee,  and 
injuftice,  which  you  would  gladly 
have  difculTed  at  this  time? 

24.  Do  you  fee  any  thing  amifs 
in  the  prefent  cuftoms  or  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Junto,  which  might 
be  amended  ? 

Any  perfon  to  be  qualified,  to 

ftand  up,  and  lay  his  hand  on 

his  breaft,  and  be  alked  thele 

queftions^  viz. 

1.  Have  you  any  particular  dif* 
refpeCt  to  any  prefent  members? — 
Anjhver.  I  have  not. 

2.  Do  you  fincerely  declare  that 
you  love  mankind  in  general ;  of 
what  profeffion  or  religion  foever? 
— Anjhu .  I  do. 

3.  Do  you  think  any  perfon. 
ought  to  be  harmed  in  his  body, 
name  or  goods,  for  mere  fpecula- 
tive  opinions,  or  his  external  way 
of  worship  ? — Anfw .  No. 

4.  Do  you  love  truth  for  truth’s 
fake,  and  will  you  endeavour  im¬ 
partially  to  find  and  receive  it 
yourfelf  and  communicate  it  to 
others? — Anfw.  Yes. 

Obfer'VOr* 
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Obfer-uaiions  on  Patriarchal  Cuftoms 
and  Manners  ;  by  the  Hon.  Dames 
Barrington. 

HAVING  read  the  book  of 
Genefis  lately  with  atten¬ 
tion,  1  have  formed  a  fhort  Iketch 
of  the  patriarchal  culloms  and 
manners,  fome  of  which,  and  more 
particularly  what  relates  to  their 
marriages,  I  never  could  at  all 
comprehend  from  the  perufal  of 
detached  chapters ;  it  need  fcarce- 
ly  be  obferved  alio  that  fuch  cuf¬ 
toms  and  manners  mult  in  many 
refpedis  differ  from  thofe  of  their 
deice ndants,  when  they  became  a 
coniiderable  nation,  and  lived  in 
cities. 

A  patriarch  pitched  his  tents 
where  the  ground  was  unoccupied 
by  others  ;  or,  if  occupied,  where 
he  was  permitted  to  purchafe  ;  as 
in  the  inftance  of  Jacob’s  procur¬ 
ing  land  from  the  children  of  Ha- 
mor,  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  mo¬ 
ney. 

As  the  iirfl  of  thefe  patriarchs 
(Abraham)  had  318  trained  fer- 
vants,  when  he  aflifted  his  nephew 
Lot}  if  we  multiply  318  by  5, 
according  to  the  common  rule  for 
giving  the  number  of  fouls,  there 
were  probably  1590  in  this  pa¬ 
triarchal  family:  Efau  alfo  meets 
Jacob  with  400  men. 

Their  cattle  confided  of  camels, 
cows,  affes,  ffieep,  and  goats;  but 
I  do  not  find  any  mention  of  the 
horfe  in  the  book  of  Genefis,  ex¬ 
cept  of  the  horfemen  which  came 
from  Egypt  with  Jofeph,  when  he 
is  to  bury  Jacob;  and,  indeed, 
this  quadruped  confumed  too  much 
provender,  to  be  eafily  furnifhed 
in  fuch  a  country  as  the  land  of 
Canaan  ;  befides  the  camel  was  a 
Vql.  XXII, 
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much  more  convenient  bead  of 
burthen,  in  their  flow  journies 
over  tradls  of  fultry  deferts. 

The  didance  to  which  they  re¬ 
moved  mull;  have  depended  upon 
their  finding  proper  fubfidence  for 
themfelves  and  their  cattle,  Whilfl 
the  frit  thing  neceffary,  when  they 
had  fixed  their  fettlement,  was  td 
dig  wells;  which  aft  of  labour  efta- 
blifhed  their  property  in  the  land 
that  was  contiguous. 

Thefe  wells  were  of  different 
kinds,  and  were  mod  valuable  if 
an  ebullition  of  the  water  ap¬ 
peared,  when  they  are  deferibed 
as  living  waters  5  at  lead:  fuch 
is  the  expreflion  in  the  Septua- 
gint,  though  not  in  our  ver- 
fion. 

Some  of  thefe  wells  had  fleps  td 
go  down  into  them,  and  had  be¬ 
tides  a  trough  to  receive  the  water 
when  brought  up  in  the  pitchers  5 
as,  otherwife,  there  would  not 
have  been  a  fufiicient  quantity  for 
the  larger  cattle,  and  particularly 
the  camels :  it  fhould  feem  alfo* 
that  this  labour  was  impofed  upon 
the  women,  who  chofe  the  coot 
of  the  evening  for  this  purpofe* 
and  carried  their  pitchers  on  their 
Ihoulders. 

Other  wells  were  covered  with 
a  large  done,  which  required  fome 
ftrength  to  remove  it,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  fand  or  ordure  from 
being  blown  into  the  well,  as  alfo' 
accidents  to  the  cattle,  or  the  eva¬ 
poration  of  this  fo  precious  an  ele¬ 
ment  in  fo  parched  a  country- 
Ocher  wells  again  had  a  wall  round 
them,  to  which  they  planted  vines- 
Thefe  wells  being  fo  valuable* 

fometimes  occafioned  contentions: 
between  the  herdfmen,  in  which 

it  does  not  appear  what  arms. 
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were  ufed,  but  it  fhouid  feem  that 
the  bow  and  t  hr  lifting  fword  were 
their  only  weapons  in  war,  and 
that  the  killing  with  the  edge  of  the 
fword,  Gen.  xxxiv.  26.  is  there¬ 
fore  improper,  as  the  Septuagint 
expreffipn  is  <*v  coudji 
and  the  literal  tranflation  from  the 
Hebrew  is  in  ore  gladii.  Perhaps 
the  bow  is  the  moil  ancient  of 
thefe  weapons,  as  it  is  alluded  to 
in  the  covenant  with  Noah.  The 
hulband  and  his  wives  lived  in  fe- 
parate  tents,  or  houfes  ;  as  Ifaac 

n-oes  into  that  of  his  mother  Sa¬ 
cs 

rah,  after  her  death,  and  three 
tents  are  fearched  for  the  imap-es, 
tviz,  Jacob’s,  Leah?s,  and  Ra¬ 
chel’s  :  in  procefs  of  time  alfo 
booths  were  built  for  their  cattle, 
from  which  circumfiance  Jacob 
names  a  place. 

The  patriarch  himfelf  feems  not 
to  have  been  occupied  in  any  ma¬ 
nual  labour,  but  is  often  repre¬ 
sented  as  fitting  before  the  door  of 
Ms  tent,  or  under  the  fhade  of  a 
tree,  with  a  truly  Afiatic  indo¬ 
lence,  as  upon  the  arrival  of  a 
flranger,  he  is  faid  to  lift  up  his 
eyes  and  fee  :  which  very  particu¬ 
lar  expreftion  feems  to  imply  an 
effort  in  fuch  an  a£h 

When  the  ftranger  arrives,  he 
is  received  with,  great  courtefy 
and  hofpitality  ;  for  Abraham  ad- 
dreffes  the  angels  (whom  he  doth 
not  know  to  be  fo)  as  his  Lords, 
and  Riles  himfelf  their  few  ant* 
They  are  then  invited  to  wath 
their  feet,  whilft  Sarah  prepares 
the  bread,  and  Abraham  procures 
a  calf,  butter,  and  milk  for  them, 
which  they  eat  under  the  fhade  of 
a  tree,  and  Abraham  waits  upon 
them  during  their  repaft.  If  the 
ftranger  travelled  with,  cattle,  they 
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were  alfo  provided  with  ftraw  and 
provender.. 

The  patriarch’s  own  cattle  were 
kept  either  by  his  fons,  or  fer- 
vants,  who  attended  them  day  and 
night;  at  lea  ft,  it  was  a  covenant 
between  Laban  and  Jacob  “  that 
(i  if  any  were  ftolen  either  by  day 
“  or  night,  or  deftroyed  by  wild 
“  heafts,  the  fhepherd  fhould  be 
“  anfwerable  for  them.” 

Thefe  fervants  became  fo  either 
bv  being  born  within  the  pa¬ 
triarch’s  diftridl,  or  were  purchaf- 
„ed  for  money  ;  whilft  fome  few 
engaged  only  for  a  term  of  years, 
as  in  the  inftance  of  Jacob  and  La¬ 
ban.  But  thofe  who  could  be 
moft  depended  upon  were  the 
children  of  the  patriarch  himfelf, 
or  their  defendants ;  the  increafe 
of  which  was  encouraged  by  every 
poftible  means  (being  their  beft 
wealth),  and  unhappy  was  the 
woman  who  did  not  bear  a  conft- 
derable  number.  The  wife  in¬ 
deed  having  no  fortune,  was  pur- 
chafed  by  the  hulband  for  this 
foie  purpofe,  which  if  file  did  not 
anfwer,  her  difgrace  was  complete. 
Hence  Rachel  is  difmilled  with 
blefting-s  and  wifhes  for  her  fruit- 
fulnefs,  and  fays  afterwards  to  her 
hulband,  £<  give  me  children  or  I 
*'f  fhail  die hence  God  is  fup- 
pofed  both  to  open  and  fhut  her 
womb and  upon  bearing  a 
a  child  God  hath  taken  away 
her  reproach.”  The  belief  that 
the  Meffiah  might  be  defended 
from  them,  might  poftibly  contri¬ 
bute  alfo  to  this  fo  very  earneft  de- 
fire  of  becoming  a  mother.. 

In  their  marriages  (from  the 
time  of  Ifaac- at  leaft),  it  feems 
to  have  always  been  wifhed  that 
the  bride  ftiQuid  live  at  a  diftancs 

from 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  i<% 


from  the  patriarchal  refidence,  but 
that  fhe  fnould  be  related,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  a  full  coufm. 

The  firil  requilite  probably  arofe 
from  the  danger  of  early  inceil  in 
the  patriarch’s  own  family ;  and 
the  fecond,  from  apprehensions  of 
difagreement  between  the  hufband 
and  wife,  after  the  introduction  of 
circumcifion,  which  the  wife  might 
probably  have  oppofed,  when  her 
new-born  infant  was  but  eioTt 

.  *  t  O 

days  old,  unlefs  fhe  was  in  forne 
meafure  defcended  from  Abraham 
the  introducer  of  this  practice. 

We  find  accordingly  that  Zi- 
porah,  who  was  a  Midianite,  and 
married  to  Mofes,  had  delayed 
this  operation  fo  long,  that  lie  is 
threatened  with  death  by  an  an¬ 
gel  ;  upon  which  the  mother  com¬ 
plies  indeed,  but  reproaches  Mofes 
twice  with  being  a  bloody  hufband 
to  her  on  this  account.  Jacob’s 
Tons  like  wife  for  the  fame  reafon 
declare,  that  they  will  not  marry 
the  daughters  of  the  Schechemites, 
till  circumcifion  is  fubmitted  to  by 
all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Shechem. 

It  was  allowed  to  marry  at  leaf! 
two  wives  though  lifers ;  but  as 
both  of  chefe  might  prove  barren, 
we  find  that  in  the  inflance  of  Ra¬ 
chel  and  Leah,  they  received  from 
their  father  two  handmaids,  in 
whom  they  continued  to  have  ftich 
abfolute  property ,  that  if  they  be¬ 
llowed  them  upon  their  hufbands 
in  marriage,  the  children  which 
they  bore  were  in  a  manner  confi- 
dered  as  their  own,  vvhilfl  to  make 
them  more  completely  fo,  the 
handmaid  was  delivered  upon  the 
knees  of  her  miilrefl  :  “  Go  in 
“  unto  her,  and  fhe  fliall  bear 
upon  my  knees,  that  I  may 


have  alfo  children  by  her.’* 
Gen.  xxx.  It  feems  to  me  that 
what  I  have  fuggefled  is  fairly  to 
be  inferred  from  thefe  words  ; 
and  I  have  been  informed  by  a 
learned  friend,  that  fome  years 
paft  it  was  not  uncommon  in  many 
parts  of  England,  for  the  grand¬ 
daughter  to  be  delivered  upon  the 
knees  not  only  of  the  grand -mo¬ 
ther,  but  the  grand- father.  The 
hufband  often  alfo  places  the  wife 
upon  his  knees  for  this  fame  pur- 
pole,  amongll  the  lower  clafs  of 
peafants  both  in  Pruliia  and  Lap- 
land. 

Though  the  handmaid’s  chil¬ 
dren  were  therefore  confidered  as 
legitimate,  yet  fhe  and  her  off- 
fpring  feem  to  have  continued 
under  the  power  of  the  millrefs, 
for  Sarah  infills  upon  Hagar  be¬ 
ing  fent  with  her  child  into  the 
defert,  which  Abraham  cannot  op- 
pofe,  though  he  withes  to  do  fo; 
and  fuch  a  maid  is  therefore  fome- 
times  Hi  led  a  bond-woman. 

Whilll  the  millrefs  however  was 
fatisfied  with  her  hand -maid’s  be¬ 
haviour,  both  Hie  and  her  children 
were  treated  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  wife  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  would  have  been.  Thus  jo- 
feph  the  fon  of  Rachel  keeps  fheep 
with  the  fons  of  Bilhah  and  Zil— 
pah,  (who  were  handmaids  to 
Rachel  and  Leah)  and  the  only 
reafon  given  for  Jacob’s  preferring 
Jofeph  is,  that  he  was  the  fon  of 
his  old  age.  The  brothers  alfo 
refent  Jofeph’s  conceiving  from  his 
dream,  that  he.  Ihould  have  any 
fuperiority  over  them.  Thus  Ja¬ 
cob  likewife  with  his  two  wives 
arid  their  handmaids,  and  his  ele¬ 
ven  fons,  advance  by  themfelves 
when  he  is  approaching  Efau  un~ 
M  2  dcr 
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der  apprehenfions  that  he  (hall 
not  be  well  received,  whilft  he  is 
preceded  by  other  parts  of  his 
train,  whofe  lives  are  not  fo  pre¬ 
cious  to  him. 

It  lliould  feem,  indeed,  that  there 
was  fome  fort  of  diftin&ion  be¬ 
tween  the  two  forts  of  marriage, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  mothers, 
though  not  as  to  the  children,  for 
it  was  a  general  law  in  all  the 
countries  adjacent  to  the  promifed 
land,  that  adultery  with  the  wife 
of  the  more  folemn  marriage, 
fhould  be  punifhed  with  death. 
But  if  the  woman  was  not  under 
fuch  a  contract,  the  princes  of  the 
Eaft  often  placed  her  in  their  fera- 
giio.  By  this  I  would  allude  to 
the  inftances  of  Sarah  and  Rebecca 
whilft  in  Egypt  and  Gerar :  but 
the  book  of  Genefis  does  not  fur- 
id  lh  an  example  of  its  being  an 
equal  crime  to  commit  adultery 
with  the  wife’s  handmaid,  after 
the  had  been  given  in  marriage 
to  the  hufband.  On  the  contrary, 
Reuben  lay  with  Bilhah,  his  mo¬ 
ther  Rachel’s  handmaid,  which 
ihe  had  given  in  marriage  to 
Jacob  ;  nor  does  any  punifh- 
ment  or  reproof  immediately  fol¬ 
low,  though  the  Septuagint  adds 
this  cenfure,,  kcu  rroytipov  l$etv\ ) 
H'dAiov  ctv]y. . 

To  avoid  however  this  offence 
of  adultery  with  the  wife  of  the 
more  folemn  marriage,  if  the  pa¬ 
triarch  removed  to  the  dominions 
of  a  foreign  prince,  it  feems  to 
have  not  been  uncommon  to  mur¬ 
der  him,  (for  which  the  punifh- 
ment  was  not  probably  fo  fevere  in 
the  cafe  of  a  ftranger)  as  the  wo¬ 
man  was  then  become  a  widow 
and  not  a  wife;  by  which  moft 
horrid  evafion,  the  letter  of  the 
law  feems  to  have  been  fatisfied* 
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Murder  had  indeed  been  forbid 
in  the  time  of  Noah  ;  but  this 
precept  did  not  probably  reach  to 
countries  which  were  not  inha¬ 
bited  by  his  more  immediate  de¬ 
fendants  ;  for  when  Abraham  ap¬ 
prehends  being  murdered  in  Abi- 
melech’s  kingdom  on  account  of 
his  wife  Sarah,  he  gives  it  as  a 
reafon,  “  that  the  fear  of  God  was 
te  not  in  this  place;”  by  which  I 
underftand  that  the  divine  law 
againft  murder  promulged  to  Noah 
had  not  been  heard  of,  or  at  leaft 
was  not  obferved  in  Abimelech’s 
country,  though  it  is  very  clear 
that  adultery  with  Sarah  (whilft 
fhe  was  wife  of  Abraham)  would 
have  been  punifhed  with  death  ; 
and  from  another  fimilar  inftance, 
that  the  fame  law  prevailed  in 
Egypt.  Hence  alfo  Abimelech, 
when  he  is  informed  that  Ifaac 
is  the  hufband  of  Rebecca,  if- 
fues  a  proclamation  for  his  pro¬ 
tection. 

As  a  wife  was  only  refpefted  for 
the  number  of  children  with  which 
ihe  or  her  handmaids  increafed  the 
patriarchal  family,  the  greateft 
injury  fhe  could  receive,  was  the 
preventing  her  having  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  bearing  legitimate 
children.  Hence  the  daughter  be¬ 
ing  at  the  father’s  difpofal,  Laban 
informs  Jacob  that  he  muft  not 
complain  of  Leah  being  impofed 
upon  him  inftead  of  Rachel,  be- 
caufe  Leah  was  the  elder  lifter, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  lofe  a 
year  of  child-bearing ;  of  which 
ihe  was  capable  before  her  younger 
filter.. 

When  a  wife  was  once  removed 
from  the  family  of  one  patriarch 
to  another,  fhe  could  not  be  re¬ 
turned  without  much  trouble  and 
inconvenience  t  befides  which,  as 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved  before,  fhe  was 
in  reality  purchafed  for  the  purpofe 
of  bearing  children,  and  confe- 
quently  whilft  fhe  was  of  a  proper 
age,  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in  pro¬ 
viding  her  with  another  hufband 

o 

(upon  the  death  of  the  firft)  from 
the  fame  family  which  had  made 
the  purchafe  ;  the  next  brother  in 
luccefiion  being  fixed  upon  for  the 
fecond  hufband. 

This  appears  nioft  ftrongly  in 
what  is  mentioned  with  retrard  to 
Tamar,  who  was  firft  married  to 
Er,  the  eldeft  of  three  brothers, 
then  to  Ouan  the  fecond,  and  af¬ 
terwards  betrothed  to  Selah  the 
third  when  he  fhould  be  fully 
grown.  When  this  happens,  Ta¬ 
mar  thinks  herfelf  moft  highly  in¬ 
jured  by  his  not  being  immediately 
more  folemnly  married  to  her, 
which  is  the  occafion  of  her  lofing 
the  firft  opportunity  of  bearing 
children,  and  therefore  fhe  com¬ 
mits  inceft  with  her  father-in-law, 
who  acknowledges  afterwards  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  a  greater  fin 
in  not  completing  the  marriage 
between  Tamar  and  Selah,  than 
ilie  had  by  adultery;  for  which 
otherwife  he  had  ordered  her  to 
'  have  been  burnt.  A  difappoint- 
ment  of  the  lame  fort  occafioned 
the  death  of  her  fecond  hufband 
Onan,  who  feems  to  have  declin¬ 
ed  having  children  by  her,  be- 
caule  he  conceived  at  leaft,  that 
Tamar  was  already  pregnant  by 
his  elder  brother  Er. 

But  a  ftill  ftronger  inftance  of 
this  fuppofed  duty  of  bearing  chil¬ 
dren,  appears  in  the  condudt  of 
the  two  daughters  of  Lot,  who 
commit  inceft  with  their  father 
from  the  fame  motives,  nor  do 
they  incur  any  blame  when  the 
deceit  is  difcovered  ;  and  I  am  in¬ 


formed  by  an  able  orientalift, 
that  the  name  of  one  of  the  Tons, 
•viz.  Moab ,  fignifies,  of  or  by  my 
Father ;  and  of  the  other,  <viz, 
Ammon  or  Ben-annni ,  the  Jon  of  my 
neareft  kin ;  from  which  it  is  very 
clear  that  they  meant  to  perpe¬ 
tuate  an  honour,  and  not  a  dif- 
grace  to  themfelves  or  their  chil¬ 
dren.  Befides  this,  the  two  daugh¬ 
ters  concert  a  deliberate  plan  with 
each  other  for  this  purpofe,  align¬ 
ing  it  as  a  reafon  that  their  father 
no  as  grown  old ,  and  it  cannot  there-r 
fore  be  fuppofeol  to  have  arifen 
from  the  common  inducements  to 
incontinence.  ]  cannot  conclude 
what  I  have  dated  with  regard  to 
the  patriarchal  marriages,  without 
obferving,  that  though  fome  of 
their  ufages  in  this  refpeCt  may 
appear  fo  very  fingular,  and  per¬ 
haps  blamable  according  to  our 
own  inftitutions,  yet  it  mull  be 
recollected,  that  no  pofitive  law  of 
divine  revelation  was  promulged 
till  the  decalogue,  except  the  for¬ 
bidding  of  murder  in  the  time  of 
Noah,  and  the  covenant  of  cir- 
cumcifion.  The  patriarchs  there¬ 
fore  accommodated  their  laws  to 
their  own  very  particular  fituation. 

A  patriarch  feems  to  have  had 
the  higheft  powers  over  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  family;  at  leaft  Lot  of¬ 
fers  his  daughters  to  the  Sodo¬ 
mites,  and  Abraham  obliges  his 
fon  “  Ifhmael,  together  with  all 
“  the  men  of  his  houfe,  born  in 
“  the  houfe,  and  bought  with 
<(  money  of  the  ftranger,”  to  be 
circumcifed.  Reuben  moreover 
offers  to  deliver  up  hi?  two  fons  to 
be  llain,  if  he  does  not  bring  back 
Benjamin. 

This  parental  authority  was 
much  enforced  by  the  father’s  bet- 
ing  believed  to  have  it  in  his 
M3  power 
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power  to  confer  either  happinefs 
or  mifery  by  his  blcliings  or  ctirfes, 
which  were  therefore  deferred  till 
extreme  old  age,  the  eyes  of  both 
Ifaac  and  Jacob  being  fo  dim  that 
they  cannot  diftinguifh  objects, 
when  they  pronounce  their  blef- 
frngs  on  their  children.  The  mo¬ 
ther,  however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  fuxrh  power,  nor 
do  we  find  any  inftance  of  a 
daughter  being  either  bluffed  or 
cur  fed. 

The  refpefl  to  the  father  during 
his  life  was  fuch,  that  it  fhould 
feem  the  child  was  not  permitted 
to  fit  in  his  pretence,  from  a  very 
particular  excufe  which  Rachel 
makes  on  the  oecafton  ;  whilft 
Jacob  fwears  by  the  fear  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  Ifaac,  i.  e.  by  the  fear  he 
was  under  of  his  father’s  difplea- 
fure.  Efau  alfo  declares  that  he 
will  kill  Jacob,  when  Ifaac  dies, 
and  Jofeph’s  brethren  apprehend 
he  will  revenge  hlmfelf  on  the 
death  of  Jacob.  Gen.  xxxi.  42. 
and  l.  15. 

The  bleffing  or  curfe  pronoun¬ 
ced  by  the  father,  was  a  prophetic 
vifion  of  what  was  to  happen,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  revoked  or 
altered;  for  Ifaac  cannot  change 
what  he  hath  given  Jacob  reafon 
to  expedl  when  his  deceit  is  dif- 
covered  ;  nor  can  Jacob  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  by  Jofeph  to  put  his 
right  hand  upon  his  fon  Man  afield, 
becaufe  greater  blelTmgs  were  to 
come  upon  his  younger  brother 
Ephraim.  It  appears  alfo  from 
what  hath  been  Hated,  that  the 
bleffing  was  given  by  the  father’s 
putting  his  right  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  fon  who  was  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 

The  parental  authority  was  en¬ 
deavoured  to  be  fuppor ted  as  long 

,  f!* 
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as  poffible  by  the  funeral  honours 
paid  to  the  deceafed  patriarch, 
and  the  place  of  his  burial.  The 
hr  ft  purchafe  that  we  hear  of  there¬ 
fore  in  the  Old  Teftament,  is  that 
of  the  cave  of  Macpelah,  in  the 
valley  of  Mamre,  which  Abra¬ 
ham  bought  from  the  foils  of  Heth 
(w'ho  were  otherwife  willing  to 
accommodate  him  in  the  burying 
of  Sarah),  that  it  might  be  fecur- 
ed  to  him  and  his  defcendants. 

The  conveyance  therefore  is 
made  to  Abraham  with  all  poffible 
folemn.ities  and  accuracy,  in  regard 
to  the  boundaries,  which  were  de¬ 
livered  down  to  his  grand-fon  Ja¬ 
cob,  who  reminds  his  children  of 
them  when  he  is  dying,  and  re- 
quefts  to  be  interred  in  the  cave 
which  had  been  purchafed  by  his 
grandfather. 

When  the  patriarch  dies,  the 
expreffion  ufed  is,  that  he  was 
gathered  unto  his  people,  with  which 
Mon  tan  us’  literal  verfion  from  the 
Hebrew  agrees,  being  colleclus  eft 
ad  papulos  fuos .  As  I  muft  own 
that  I  do  not  underftand  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  either  the  Englifh  or  Latin 
translation;  I  have  therefore  con- 
ful ted  the  Septuagint,  where  the 
words  are  cT'fso-sJsSM  tou  a ctov 
av%,  which  I  tranflate,  “  the  corps 
“  'was  produced  before  his  people ,” 
and  which  is  the  firft  fenfe  that 
Stephens  gives  to  this  verb,  citing 
Herodian  with  regard  to  the  fune¬ 
ral  of  Severus  :  nfJctKoud^acri  oia, 

ole,  u;  cH  TttV  ao^cUCLV 

&yof>&.v  f7r^o]iQict(T/.  L.  iv«  in  princ. 
Dio  alfo  cenfures  Tiberius  for  his 
negletl  of  Livia,  vogkgclv  isnc- 
Kiarcrfo,  rljq  et.ToBetv^a.v  ctvjog 
(r<iQz)o.  Dio.  L.  lviii.  in  princ.  ytla, 
TctvjcL  di  €<i$d.yGt><J'Lv]i$ 

(fc.  the  ccrpfe)  7 ct$  avSen, 

Kay.Tpws  a.y.(pi*£c tv}*?.. 

Lucianus 
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Lucianus  de  Lu£lu,  p.  807,  Ed. 
Bourdelot. 

• - “  Nec  tua  funcra,  mater, 

Produxi Aen.  xi.  4S6. 

where  the  poet  literally  tranflates 
the  Greek  term  ufed  in  the  above 
citations  with  regard  to  funerals. 
Thus  likewise  Statius, 

- - — <c  Et  puerile  feretrum 

“  Produxi L.  ii.  S.  1.  t 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
expreilion  of  being  gathered  to  his 
people ,  is  only  applied  to  the  death 
of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  »and  Jacob  ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  fairly  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  honour  of  produ¬ 
cing  the  body,  and  weeping  over 
it  in  public,  was  paid  only  to  the 
head  of  the  patriarchal  family. 
Perhaps  Abraham  might  have  in¬ 
troduced  thefe  funeral  folemnities 
after  lie  had  been  in  Egypt. 

Ilhmael  indeed  is  faid  to  have 
been  gathered  to  his  people,  in  our 
verfion  of  Gen.  xxv.  17  ;  but  the 
Septuagint  runs  7rpo$  to  ywo<,  and 
not  “TTpc £  tov  Kclov  ct'fjis  ;  and  it 
fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  his 
corpfe  was  only  lamented  over  by 
his  relations.  If  we  confider,  how¬ 
ever,  the  term  yeyos  to  be  ufed  in 
as  extenlive  a  fenfe  as  a ao(,  it  mull 
be  recolle&ed  that  Ifhmael,  on  the 
death  of  Abraham,  was  the  head 
of  the  patriarchal  family. 

I  fhnll  now  endeavour  to  (hew 
that  this  is  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
text  from  the  particulars  which 
are  fiated  both  as  to  Sarah  and 
Jacob’s  funeral ;  for  as  to  thofe  of 
Abraham  and  Ifaac,  it  is  only 
mentioned  that  they  were  gathered 
unto  their  people,  and  were  buried. 

I  {hall  begin,  however,  with  the 
Jail  inftance,  viz.  that  of  Jacob, 
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becaufe  the  ceremonies  ufed  in  the 
burial  of  Sarah,  will  then  be  bet¬ 
ter  underftood. 

Jacob,  in  his  la  ft  agonies,  is  faid 
to  raife  his  feet  upon  the  bed,  and 
therefore  lay  in  fuch  an  attitude 
that  his  corpfe  might  be  produced 
to  his  people  (according  to  my 
translation  of  the  paffage)  ;  imme- 
diately  after  which  Joleph  falls 
upon  his  father’s  face,  weeping 
and  killing  it  ;  which,  with  oilier 
public  lamentations,  continued  (as 
I  apprehend)  till  the  corpfe  was 
buried. 

This  laft  particular  is,  I  think, 
fairly  to  be  inferred  from  different 
paffages  which  relate  to  the  fune¬ 
ral  of  Sarah. 

Sarah  died  at  fome  diftance  from 
where  Abraham  happened  to  be, 
who  therefore  comes  to  mourn  and 
weep  for  her  before  Ihe  is  interred  ; 
and  addreffes  the  fons  of  Heth, 
the  body  of  his  wife  lying  before 
him  ;  “and  Abraham  llood  up 
“  from  before  his  dead  and  fpake 
“  unto  the  fons  of  Heth. ’’  —  In 
the  next  verfe  he  fays,  “  give  me 
“  a  burying  place  that  I  may  bury 
“  my  dead  out  of  my  fight  and 
the  fame  exprelfion  is  again  re¬ 
peated  in  the  8th  verfe. 

I  have  already  obferved  how 
material  a  purchafe  the  cave  of 
Macpelah  was  confidered  both  by 
Abraham  and  his  defcendants,  it 
being  deftined  to  receive  their  re¬ 
mains,  and  Dr.  Shaw  informs  us, 

that  it  continues  to  be  fhewn  by 
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the  Mahometans ;  he  forgets,  how¬ 
ever,  to  mention  whether  it  is  a 
double  one  according  to  the  Septua¬ 
gint,  and  the  literal  verlion  from 
the  Hebrew,  as  fuch  a  feparation 
muft  ffcill  continue  if  the  cave  does. 

I  cannot  here  but  obferve,  that 
it  is  much  to  be  wilhed  the  travel¬ 
lers 
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|ers  into  the  Promifed  Land  would 
look  out  for  many  patriarchal  an¬ 
tiquities,  if  they  happen  not  to  be 
of  a  periffiable  nature.  Thus  D>r- 
Shaw  hath  given  us  an  engraving 
of  the  rock  of  Meribah  ;  nor  do  I 
fee  greater  difficulties  in  difcover- 

O 

ing  the  cave  near  Zoar,  in  which 
Lot  and  his  daughters  lived,  than 
the  cave  of  Macpelah. 

Four  different  pillars  are  faid  to 
have  been  ere&ed  by  Jacob  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  particular  events. 
As  it  cannot  probably  have  an- 
jfwere.d  any  purpofe  to  deftroy 
them,  and,  on  the  contrary,  both 
Jews  and  Mohometans  profefs  an 
equal  veneration  for  the  memory 
of  the  patriarchs.,  I  do  not  fee  why 
fome  remains  of  fuch  antiquities 
may  not  ftill  continue.  I  ffiould 
fuppofe  likewife,  that  the  twelve 
ffones  which  Joffiua  ordered  to  be 
placed  where  the  Israelites  ffiould 
encamp  after  the  paffage  of  the 
Jordan,  may  be  ftill  found  out  by 
an  inquifitive  and  perfevering  tra¬ 
veller. 

A  map  of  the  complete  courfe 
Of  this  river  is  alfo  much  wanted, 
as  well  as  of  all  the  Italians  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  patriarchal  times, 
notwithstanding  the  labours  of  Re- 
land.  Dr.  Wells,  and  others,  who 
have  rather  taken  notice  of  the 
places  which  occur  in  the  later 
books  of  the  Old  Teftament. 

If  it  be  laid  that  it  is  impoffible 
to  fettle  them  with  any  precifton, 
I  admit  the  objection  if  accuracy 


in  longitude  and  latitude  is  requi¬ 
red  ;  but  circumftances  are  nog 
wanting  to  fix  the  fituation  of  molt 
of  them,  fo  a$  greatly  to  illuftrate 
the  book  of  Genefis. 

Another  objection  may  be  per? 
haps  made  from  the  infecurity  to 
the  traveller,  and  the  ignorance  of 
the  prefent  inhabitants  of  the  Prq- 
mifed  Land.  With  regard  to  the 

o 

firft  of  thefe  circumftances,  I  have 
little  doubt  but  that  if  application 
was  made  through  our  minifler  at 
Conftantinople,  a  proper  guard 
might  be  procured  ;  but  even  this 
would  fignify  little,  unlefs  the  per- 
fon  who  undertakes  fuch  a  journey 
can  readily  fpeak  the  language  of 
the  country  himfelf,  or  is  attended 
by  an  able  interpreter,  who  pray 
alk  fuch  queftions  as  are  neceffary, 
and  which  require  no  great  faga- 
city  of  knowledge  in  the  perfon  who 
is  to  give  the  anfwer. 

Paines  Barrington. 

***  It  is  much  to  be  wiffied 
likewife,  for  the  illuftration  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  Claffics,  that  a 
miffionary  of  tafte  and  a  landfcape- 
painter  were  fent  with  the  fame 
advantages  into  poetical  Thrace. 
How  little  do  we  know  of  the  river 
Strymon ,  Mount  ffimus,  &c.- — As 
for  antient  Greece,  it  hath  lately 
been  very  thoroughly  examined, 
and  the  republic  of  letters  are 
much  obliged  to  the  Society  of  the 
Dilettanti  for  the  laft  voyage  under¬ 
taken  for  this  laudable  purpofe. 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  1779* 
Written  hy  W.‘  Whitehead,  JBJ \\  P.  L, 


TO  arms,  to  arms,  ye  Tons  of  might. 

And  hail,  with  founds  of  war,  the  new-born  year ! 
Britannia,  from  her  rocky  height. 

Points  to  the  Gallic  coart,  and  lifts  her  fpear. 

The  immortal  hatred,  which  by  turns. 

Wakes  and  deeps,  with  fury  burns  : 

New  caufe  of  juft  offence  has  Albion  found. 

And  lo  !  it  bleeds  afrefh  the  eternal  wound  I 

Tho’  great  in  war,  of  /kill  poffeft, 

Tho’  native  courage  fire  their  bread 
With  ardour  for  the  public  weal. 

One  want,  at  ieaft,  our  rivals  feel. 

The  want  of  freedom  damps  each  gen’rous  aim; 
Whoe’er  the  lord  they  ferve,  th’  oppreftion  is  the  fame* 

Power  defpotic  rarely  knows. 

Rarely  heeds  a  fubjedt’s  woes. 

By  force  it  claims,  with  grafping  hand, 

Whate’er  ambition  dares  demand  : 

The  ravag’d  merchant,  plunder’d  fwain. 

May  pour  their  weak  complaints  in  vain  ; 

Their  private  forrows  are  their  own, 

A  tyrant  feels  not,  tho’  a  people  groan. 

O  happier  far  the  well-mix’d  date. 

Which  blends  the  Monarch’s  with  the  SubjedPs  fate. 
And  links  the  fceptre  to  the  fpade. 

The  ftroke  which  wounds  the  lowlieft  clown. 

Is  infult  to  the  Britifh  crown. 

And  he  attacks  our  rights  who  dares  the  throne  invade. 

One  common  flame,,  one  adlive  foul 
Pervades,  and  animates  the  whole  ; 

One  heart,  one  hand,  directs  the  blow. 

And  hurls  the  vollied  vengeance  on  the  foea 
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♦ 

ODE  for  His  MAJESTY’S  Birth-Day. 

By  the  fame . 

IE  T  Gallia  mourn!  th’  infulting  foe. 

Who  dar’d  to  aim  the  treacherous  blow. 
When  loft,  fhe  thought,  in  deep  diftnay. 

Forlorn,  diftrefs’d  Britannia  lay. 

Deems  fhe  misfortune  e’er  can  tame. 

The  gen’rous  inborn  Britifh  flame? 

Is  Agincourt  fo  little  known, 

Muft  frefti  conviftion  curb  her  pride. 

Each  age  new  annals  be  fupply’d, 

Of  Gallia’s  flrame  and  our  renown  ? 

/ 

What  though  a  while  the  tern pe ft  fhrouds 
Her  fummits,  and  a  night  of  clouds 
Each  rock  and  mountain  wears  ; 

Yet  foon  returns  the  flitting  breeze. 

And  brighter  o’er  her  fubje£t  feas 
The  Queen  of  Ifles  appears. 

Let  Gallia  mourn !  th’  infulting  foe. 

Who  fees  by  all  the  winds  that  blow* 

Her  treafures  wafted  to  the  eoaft. 

She  infolently  deem’d  was  loft. 

Yon  furs  that  with  meridian  ray 
Now  gilds  the  confecrated  day. 

When  Britain  breathes  her  annual  vow 
For  him,  the  guardian  of  her  laws. 

For  him,  who  in  her  facred  caufe 
Bids  the  red  bolt  of  vengeance  glow; 

That  very  fun,  when  Ganges  ft  re  am. 

Redden’d  beneath  his  riling  beam. 

Saw  Britain’s  banners  wave 
In  Eaftern  air,  with  honeft  pridd. 

O’er  vanquifh’d  forts,  which  Gallia  tried. 

But  tried  in  vain  to  lave. 

That  very  fun,  e’er  evening  dew 
Has  dimm’d  his  radiant  orb,  will  view 
Where  Lucia’s  mountains  tow’r  on  high. 

And  feem  to  prop  the  weftern  Iky, 

That  oft  contefted  illand  own 
Allegiance  to  the  Britilh  throne. 
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Like  Tier  own  oak,  the  fore  ft’ $  king, 
Tho’  Britain  feels  the  blows  around  ; 
Ev’n  from  the  fteel’s  infli&ive  ding 
New  force  (he  gains,  new  feyons  fpring. 
And  fiourifh  from  the  wound. 


ELEGY  to  M/s  DASHWOOD. 

By  Mr,  H  a  m  m  o  n  d. 

Th  is  Elegy  has  not  yet  found  a  place  in  his  works.  In  Doddey’s 
Collection  there  is  an  Anfvver  to  it;  which,  though  generally  aferi- 
bed  to  Lord  Hervcy,  was  more  probably  written  by  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  Montague. 

OSay,  thou  dear  podedbr  of  my  bread. 

Where’s  now  my  boafted  liberty  and  red! 

Where  the  gay  moments  which  I  once  have  known ! 

O,  where  that  heart  I  fondly  thought  my  own  ! 

From  place  to  place  1  folitary  roam. 

Abroad  uneafy,  nor  content  at  home. 

I  fcorn  the  beauties  common  eyes  adore  ; 

The  more  I  view  them,  feel  thy  worth  the  more  ; 

Unmov’d  I  hear  them  fpeak,  or  fee  them  fair. 

And  only  think  on  thee,  who  art  not  there. 

In  vain  would  books  their  formal  fuccour  lend. 

Nor  wit  nor  wifdom  can  relieve  their  friend  ; 

Wit  can’t  deceive  the  pain  I  now  endure. 

And  wifdom  fhews  the  ill  without  the  cure. 

When  from  thy  fight  I  wade  the  tedious  day, 

A  thoufar.d  fchemes  I  form,  and  things  to  fay  ; 

But  when  thy  prefence  gives  the  time  1  feek. 

My  heart’s  fo  full,  I  wilh,  but  cannot  fpeak. 

And  could  I  fpeak  with  eloquence  and  eafe. 

Till  now  not  dudious  of  the  art  to  pleafe. 

Could  I,  at  woman  who  fo  oft  exclaim, 

Expofe  (nor  blufh)  thy  triumph  and  my  lhame. 

Abjure  thofe  maxims  I  fo  lately  priz’d. 

And  court  that  fex  I  foolifhly  defpis’d. 

Own  thou  had  foften’d  my  obdurate  mind. 

And  thou  reveng’d  the  wrongs  of  womankind  ; 

Lod  were  my  words,  and  fruitlefs  all  my  pain. 

In  vain  to  tell  thee,  all  I  write  in  vain  ; 

My  humble  fighs  fhall  only  reach  thy  ears. 

And  all  my  eloquence  fhall  be  my  tears. 

And. now  (for  more  I  never  mud  pretend) 

Hear  me  not  as  thy  lover,  but  thy  friend  ; 
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Thoufands  will  fain  thy  little  heart  enfnare. 

For  without  danger  none  like  thee  are  fair  ; 

But  wifely  choofe  who  bell  deferves  thy  flame* 

So  fhall  the  choice  itfelf  become  thy  fame  ; 

Nor  yet  defpife,  though  void  of  winning  art. 

The  plain  and  honed  courtfliip  of  the  heart : 

The  fkilful  tongue  in  love’s  perfuafive  lore. 

Though  lefs  it  feels,  will  pleafe  and  flatter  more* 

And,  meanly  learned  in  that  guilty  trade. 

Can  long  abufe  a  fond,  unthinking  maid. 

And  fince  their  lips,  fo  knowing  to  deceive, 

Thy  unexperienc’d  youth  might  foon  believe  ; 

And  lince  their  tears,  in  falfe  fubmiflion  dreft. 

Might  thaw  the  icy  coldnefs  of  thy  breaft ; 

O  1  fhut  thine  eyes  to  fuch  deceitful  woe  : 

Caught  by  the  beauty  of  thy  outward  fliow. 

Like  me  they  do  not  love,  whate’er  they  feem. 

Like  me — with  paffion  founded  on  efleem. 

Verfes  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Boscawen,  a  Son  of  the  late  Admiral , 
who  was  unfortunately  drowned,  as  he  was  bathing  in  a  Pond  belonging 
to  Sir  Charles  Price  of  Jamaica. 

Written  near  his  Grant e  by  Dr.  Wolcot. 

OR  LORN,  from  fhade  to  fhade  I  rove, 

By  friendfhip’s  facred  fpirit  led,  , 

Where  horror  wraps  the  twilight  grove. 

That  glooming  feems  to  mourn  the  dead. 

Dear  youth  !  tho’  hence  I  wander  far. 

Thy  fate  will  cloud  each  riflng  morn  ; 

And  lo  !  with  evening’s  dewy  ftar. 

My  tears  fhall  bathe  thy  diftant  urn. 

Remembrance  often,  with  a  figh. 

Shall  view  the  fpot  where  many  a  maid. 

And  many  a  fwain,  with  fvvimming  eye. 

The  tender  rite  of  forrow  paid. 

Remembrance  often  fhall  impart 
The  fmile  of  blifs  on  Albion’s  brow. 

When  kindling  in  thy  youthful  heart, 

She  law  the  beam  of  valour  glow. 

Yes — Albion’s  genius  with  amaze 
I)id  ofc  thv  warrior  looks  devour  ; 

Proud  to  behold  thy  eagle  gaze, 
fix’d  on  glory’s  ftar-clad  tower  \ 
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How  few  the  fighs  of  Virtue  mourn  ! 

For  few,  alas  !  the  friends  fhe  knows — 

Yet,  here  fhe  moves  a  Pilgrim  lorn. 

To  bid  her  fon  in  peace  repofe. 

With  Sculpture,  let  the  Marble  groan. 

Where  Flattery  mocks  the  lifelefs  ear — 

How  nobler  far  thy  namelefs  hone. 

Embalm’d  by  Pity’s  fimple  tear  ! 


On  her  Maje fly's  rebuilding  the  Lodgings  of  the  Black  Prince,  and  Henry  V, 

at  Queen’s  College,  Oxford. 

By  Mr.  Tic kell.  ( Net  printed  in  his  Works.) 

WH ERE  bold  and  graceful  foars,  fecure  of  fame. 

The  pile,  now  worthy  great  Philippa’s  name, 

Mark  that  old  ruin.  Gothic  and  uncouth. 

Where  the  Black  Edward  pafs’d  his  beardlefs  youth  ; 

And  the  Fifth  Henry,  for  his  fird  renown, 

Out-dripp’d  each  rival,  in  a  dudent’s  gown. 

In  that  coarfe  age,  were  Princes  fond  to  dwell 
With  meagre  monks,  and  haunt  the  filent  cell : 

Sent  from  the  Monarch’s  to  the  Mufe’s  court. 

Their  meals  were  frugal,  and  their  deeps  were  fhort ; 

To  couch  at  curfeu-time  they  thought  no  fcorn. 

And  froze  at  matins  every  winter-morn  ; 

They  read,  an  early  book,  the  harry  frame. 

And  lifp’d  each  condeilation  by  its  name; 

Art,  after  art,  dill  dawning  to  their  view. 

And  their  mind  opening,  as  their  dature  grew. 

Yet,  whole  ripe  manhood  fpread  our  fame  fo  far, 

S'tges  in  peace,  and  demi-gods  in  war!  * 

V7ho,  d^rn  in  light,  made  echoing  Credi  ring. 

And,  mild  in  conqued,  ferv’d  his  captive  King  ? 

Who  gain’d,  at  Agincourt,  the  viflor’s  bays. 

Nor  took  himfelf,  but  gave  good  Heaven  the  praife  ? 

Thy  nurfelings,  ancient  dome!  to  virtue  form’d; 

To  mercy  lidening,  whild  in  fields  they  dorm’d  ; 

Fierce  to  the  fierce ;  and  warm  th’  oppred  to  fave ; 

Through  life  rever’d,  and  worfhip’d  in  the  grave. 

In  tenfold  pride  their  mouldering  roofs  fhall  fhine. 

The  datelv  work  of  bounteous  Caroline; 

And  bled  Philippa,  with  unenvious  eyes. 

From  Heaven  behold  her  rival’s  fabric  rife. 

If  dill,  bright  faint,  this  fpot  deferves  thy  care, 
incline  thee  to  th’  ambitious  Mufe’s  prayer; 

O,  could’d 
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O,  could’ft  thou  win  young  William’s  bloom  to  grace 
His  mother’s  walls,  and  fill  thy  Edward’s  place. 

How  would  that  genius,  whole  propitious  wings 
Have  here  twice  hover’d  o’er  the  Ions  of  Kings, 
Defcend  triumphant  to  his  ancient  feat, 

And  take  in  charge  a  third  Plantagenet ! 


JUPITER  and  MERCURY;  a  Fable.  Written  fame  Time  after 
Dr.  Goldsmith’s  Poem  of  Retaliation. 

By  David  Garrick,  Ffq. 


HERE,  Hermes,  fays  Jove,  who  with  ne&ar  was  mellow. 

Go  fetch  me  fome  clay.  I’ll  make  an  odd  fellow  ; 

Right  and  wrong  fnall  be  jumbled,  much  gold  and  fome  drofs; 
Without  caufe  be  he  pleas’d,  without  caufe  be  he  crofs. 

Be  fure,  as  I  work,  to  throw-in  contradictions ; 

A  great  love  of  truth,  yet  a  mind  turn’d  to  fictions: 

How  mix  thefe  ingredients,  which,  warm’d  in  the  baking. 
Turn  to  learning  and  gaming,  religion  and  raking. 

With  the  love  of  a  wench,  let  his  writings  be  eh  a  fie ; 

Tip  his  tongue  with  ftrange  matter,  his  pen  with  fine  take : 
That  the  Rake  and  the  Poet  o’er  all  may  prevail. 

Set  fire  to  the  head,  and  fet  fire  to  the  tail : 

For  the  joy  of  each  fex,  on  the  world  I’U  bellow  it. 

This  fcholar,  rake,  chriftian,  dupe/gamefier,  and  poet; 
Though  a  mixture  fo  odd,  he  fir  ail  merit  great  fame, 

And,  amongft  other  mortals,  be  Goldfmith  his  name  ! 

When  on  earth  this  ftrange  meteor  no  more  fhail  appear. 

You,  Hermes,  fhail  fetch  him— to  make  us  fport  here. 


LINES  occafoned  by  the  intended  Demolition  of  Friar  Bacon’s  Siudyi 

in  Oxford. 

ROGER!  if  with  thy  magic  glaftes 

Running,  thou  fee’ft  below  what  paftes. 

As  when  on  earth  thou  did  ft  defcry 
With  them  the  wonders  of  the  fky— 

Look  down  on  yon  devoted  walls ! 

Qh  !  fave  them— ere  thy  Study  fails  1 
Or  to  thy  votaries  quick  impart 
The  fecret  of  thy  myflic  art: 

Teach  us,  ere  Learning’s  quite  forfaken, 

To  honour  thee,  and  —fave  our  Bacon  ! 
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VERSES  by  Henry  Fox,  Efq.  afterwards  Lord  Holland,  to  a 
’  Lady,  with  an  artificial  Rofe. 

FAIR  copy  of  the  faireft  flower. 

Thy  colours  equal  Nature's  power  5 
Thou  hail  the  Rofe’s  bluihing  hue. 

Art  full  as  pleafing  to  the  view : 

Go,  then,  to  Chloe’s  lovely  breail. 

Whole  fweetnefs  can  give  all  the  reft. 

But  if  at  firft  thy  artful  make 
Her  hafty  judgment  Ihould  miftake. 

And  ihe  grow  peevifh  at  the  cheat. 

Urge  ’twas  an  innocent  deceit. 

And  fafely  too  thou  may'll  aver. 

The  firft  I  ever  us’d  to  her. 

Then  bid  her  mark,  that,  as  to  view. 

The  Rofe  has  nothing  more  than  you; 

That  fo,  if  to  the  eye  alone 

Her  wondrous  beauty  ihe  made  known  ; 

That,  if  ihe  never  will  difpenfe 
A  trial  to  fome  fweeter  fenfe ; 

Nature  no  longer  we  prefer. 

Her  very  picture  equals  her. 

Then  whifper  gently  in  her  ear. 

Say,  foftly,  if  the  bluihing  fair  v 
Should  to  fuch  good  advice  incline. 

How  much  I  wiih  that  trial  mine. 

v  -  r  ,  . 

The  First  of  November;  or,  the  Winter’s  Walk. 

By  Dr ,  Johnson. 

BEHOLD,  my  Fair,  where’er  we  rove. 

What  dreary  profpe&s  round  us  rife! 

The  naked  hill,  the  leaflefs  grove. 

The  hoary  ground,  the  frowning  ikies ! 

,  r 

Nor  only  through  the  wafted  plain. 

Stern  Winter,  is  thy  force  ccnfefs.’d  ; 

Still  wider  fpreads  thy  horrid  reign  ; 

I  feel  thy  pow’r  ufurp  my  breaft. 

Enliv’ning  Hope  and  fond  Defire 
Refign  the. heart  to  Spleen  and  Care; 

Scarce  frighted  Love  maintains  her  fire. 

And  Rapture  faddens  to  defpair* 
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In  groundlefs  hope,  and  caufelefs  fear. 
Unhappy  man  !  behold  thy  doom 

Still  changing  with  the  changeful  year. 

The  flave  of  fun-fhine  and  of  gloom. 

Tir’d  with  vain  joys  and  falfe  alarms. 

With  mental  and  corporeal  ftrife. 

Snatch  me,  my  Stella,  to  thy  arms. 

And  fcreen  me  from  the  ills  of  life. 


ExtraB  from  a  Monody  to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  Garrick;  by  Mr* 
Sheridan.  Spoken  at  Drury-Lane  ’Theatre. 

AMID  the  arts  which  feek  ingenuous  fame. 

Our  toil  attempts  the  moll:  precarious  claim  ! 

To  him,  whofe  mimic  pencil  wins  the  prize. 

Obedient  Fame  immortal  wreaths  ftipplies  : 

Whate’er  of  wonder  Reynolds  now  may  raife, 

Raphael  hill  boafts  cotemporary  praife  : 

Each  dazzling  light,  and  gaudier  bloom  fubdu’d. 

With  undiminilh’d  awe  his  works  are  view’d : 

E’en  Beauty’s  portrait  wears  a  fofter  prime. 

Touch’d  by  the  tender  hand  of  mellowing  Time, 

The  patient  Sculptor  owns  an  humbler  part,- 
A  ruder  toil,  and  more  mechanic  art; 

Content  with  flow  and  timorous  broke  to  trace 
The  lingering  line,  and  mould  the  tardy  grace : 

But  once  atchieved — tho’  barbarous  wreck  o’erthrow 
The  facred  Fane,  and  lay  its  glories  low. 

Yet  fhall  the  fculptur’d  Ruin  rife  to-day. 

Grac’d  by  defeat,  and  worfhip’d  in  decay  ; 

Th’  enduring  record  bears  the  artift’s  name, 

Demands  his  honours,  and  aliens  his  fame* 

Superior  hopes  the  poet’s  bofom  fire — » 

O  proud  diftinfilion  of  the  facred  lyre  ! — ■ 

Wide  as  th’  infpiring  Phoebus  darts  his  ray, 

Diffufive  fplendor  gilds  his  votary’s  lay. 

Whether  the  fong  heroic  woes  rehearfe. 

With  epic  grandeur,  and  the  pomp  of  verfe  ; 

Or,  fondly  gay,  with  unambitious  guile 
Attempt  no  prize  but  favouring  Beauty’s  fmile; 

Or  bear  dejefited  to  the  lonely  grove 
The  foft  defpair  of  unprevailing  love,— 

Whate’er  the  theme — thro’  every  age  and  clime 
Congenial  paflions  meet  th’  according  rhyme ; 

The  pride  of  glory — Pity’s  figh  fincere— 

Youth’s  earlieft  blulh — and  Beauty’s  virgin  tear. 

Such 
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Such  is  their  meed — their  honours  thus  fecure, 
Whofe  arts  yield  objects,  and  whole  works  endure. 
The  Actor  only,  Ihrinks  from  times  award  ; 

Feeble  tradition  is  His  Memory’s  guard  ; 

By  whofe  faint  breath  his  merits  mull  abide. 
Unvouch’d  by  proof — to  fubltance  unallied! 

Ev’n  matchlefs  Garrick’s  arfr;  to  Heav’n  relign’d. 

No  fix’d  effect,  no  model  leaves  behind  ! 

The  Grace  of  Action — the  adapted  Mien 
Faithful  as  Nature  to  the  varied  feene ; 

Th’  exprejji-ve  Glance —  whole  l'ubtle  comment  draws 
Entranc’d  attention,  and  a  mute  applaufe ; 

Gejhire  that  marks,  with  force  and  feeling  fraught, 

A  fenfe  in  filence,  and  a  will  in  thought; 

Harmonicas  Speech,  whofe  pure  and  liquid  tone 
Gives  verfe  a  mufic,  fcarce  confefs’d  its  own; 

As  light  from  gems  alfumes  a  brighter  ray. 

And  cloathed  with  orient  hues,  tranfeends  the  day!  — 
PaJJioAs  wild  break — and  Frown  that  awes  the  fenfe. 
And  every  Charm  of  gentler  Eloquence — 

All  perilhable  ! — like  the  electric  fire 

But  lb-ike  the  frame — and  as  they  llrike  expire ; 

Lkcenfe  too  pure  a  bodied  flame  to  bear. 

It’s  fragrance  charms  the  fenfe,  and  blends  with  air* 


We  are  obliged  to  the  Writer  of  the  Elegy  on  the  Marchionefs  of  Ta~ 
viitoek*;  for  the  following  original  Pieces* 

4 

‘  D  I  T  T  t. 

The  Meafure  adapted  to  an  old  mournful  Tune. 

WHILST  the  children  of  fortune  with  int’refled  praife* 

To  the  joys  in  p  offs  (lion;  Hill  tune  their  fond  lays 
T  he  fon  of  afHiclion,  un brib’d,  will  deplore 
Thofejoys,  and  thole  charms,  which  now  are  no  more; 

For  the  1  wee  tell  of  maids  was  my  Betty  ;  — 

And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 

H  er  looks  were  more  plealing  than  the  bloom  of  fwe£t  May, 

And  her  eyes  were  the  fun  chat  enlighten’d  my  day; 

Fler  accents  could  torture,  or  pafiiori  beguile; 

But  who’ll  ling  the  rapture  that  hung  on  her  fmile? 

For,  &c. 

*  See  Ann.  Reg.  for  1768.  vol.  XI.  Poetical  Article,  p.  24.8. 
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All  nature  around  me  is  joyful  and  gay, — 

The  trees  (hoot  their  buds,  and  the  fiow’rs  deck  their  May; 
No  void  in  creation’s  bright  fpace  is  defcried,, 

Save  that,  which  the  life  of  my  foul  once  fupplied. 

For,  &c. 

♦ 

But  the  funfhine  of  life  now  for  ever  is  flown  ; 

Unpitied  my  grief,  and  unbleft  is  my  moan  ; 

In  forrow,  and  darknefs,  I  pafs  the  long  day, 

Whilft  anguifh  new  tunes  the  fad  voice  of  each  lay. 

For,  &c. 

Thus,  difcolour’d,  and  jaundic’d,  all  objects  appear; 

He  hates  joy  in  others,  who’s  lofl  all  that’s  dear. 

Like  the  fhades  of  the  haplefs,  I  feek  the  ftill  night* 

And  haunt  in  the  gloom  each  pafl  fcene  of  delight. 

For  the  fweeteft  of  maids  was  my  Betty  ; 

And  the  joy  of  all  hearts  was  my  Betty. 

IMP  ROMPTU. 

BEYOND  all  climates,  far  above  all  fkies. 

The  foul  that  once  inform’d  my  Silvia  dies  $ 

May  guardian  angels  ftill  point  out  its  way. 

Through  all  the  regions  of  eternal  day  ; 

May  heavenly  love  ftill  blefs  that^tender  mind, 

"Which  ever  was  with  love  and  truth  combin’d. 

And  that  her  joys  unmix’d  with  care  may  flow* 

Conceal,  kind  heaven,  from  her  my  heart-felt  woe. 


EXPOSTULATION. 

POOR,  throbbing  heart !  a  while  refrain  1 
I  fink  beneath  thy  woe  ; 

O  l  grant  a  fhort  recefs  from  pain. 

For  fhort  the  fpace  we  go. 

No  fortune  can  our  fate  reprieve^ 

So  wretched  is  our  ftrife  ; 

For  you  can  only  live  to  grieve. 

And  grief  cuts  me  from  life. 


Account 


\ 
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Prefaces,  Biographical  and  Critical , 
to  the  Works,  of  the  Englifh  Poets ; 

Samuel  Johnfon,  4  I2w<?. 

F  |  ^ H  E  many  and  edential  be- 
X  nefits,  that  Englilh.  literature 
hath  already  derived  from  the  la¬ 
bours  of  DoXor  Samuel  Johnfon, 
have  long  been  fubjeXs  of  general 
obfervation  and  experience.  The 
merit  of  having  given  precifion 
and  liability  to  our  language  be¬ 
longs  almod  exclufively  to  him. 
Like  virtue,  it  is  a  merit  that 
will  be  its  own  reward.  In  guard¬ 
ing  our  tongue  againll  the  innova¬ 
tions  of  time,  he  has  provided 
the  bed  fecurity  for  his  own  fame, 
and,  as  it  were,  connected  his  re¬ 
putation  with  the  very  exigence 
of  our  language.  It  remained,  to 
form  the  judgment  and  take  of 
the  nation  on  the  fame  folid  bads, 
on  which  he  had  edablidied  its 
vocabulary.  This  talk  he  has 
performed  with  his  ufual  ability 
in  the  work  now  before  us  ;  in 
which  he  hath  undertaken  to 
write  criticifms  on  that  clafs  of  our 
writers,  which  affords  the  mod 
confpicuous,  as  well  as  the  mod 
numerous  indances  of  beauties  and 
of  faults  of  every  fort. 

Criticifm  has  been  very  judly 

conddered  as  the  1  all  fruit  of  literary 


experience.  An  early  acquaintance 
with  authors  of  edablidied  reputa¬ 
tion,  a  frequent  intercourfe  with 
the  men  of  genius  of  our  own 
times,  and  a  competent  fhare  of 
natural  abilities,  are  fufhcient  to 
form  thofe  habits  of  difcrimination, 
which  enable,  what  is  ufually  called 
a  man  of  tafe ,  to  pronounce  with 
great  accuracy  on  the  merits  of  li¬ 
terary  productions.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  philofopher,  by  maxims 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  things, 
the  druXure  of  the  human  mind, 
and  the  operation  of  the  paffions, 
may  arrive  at  an  equal  degree  of 
certainty  in  tracing  out  the  effects 
of  art,  and  laying  down  rules  for 
producing  them.  But  the  bufinefs 
of  criticifm  does  not  end  here.  To 
trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  im¬ 
provement  of  our  taile,  and  point 
out  the  caufes  that  have  tended  to 
retard  or  promote  it ;  to  compre¬ 
hend  as  it  were  in  one  view  the 
whole  circle  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  to  fee  their  mutual  con¬ 
nexions  and  dependencies,  and  to 
invedigate  the  efFeXs  which  at  va¬ 
rious  times  they  have  produced  on 
each  other,  are  objeXs  of  general 
criticifm ,  important  in  themlelves, 
and  which  require  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  feveral  fubjeXs 
on  which  they  depend.  In  occa* 
N  2  fatal 
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Jional  criticifm,  extenfive  expe¬ 
rience  is  mil  more  eden  daily  ne- 

✓ 

cfi'fThry.—  In  art,  as  in  morality, 
great  excellence  is  always  nearly 
allied  to  feme  kindred  fault.  The 
beauties  and  deducts  of  compofition 
are  not  only  connected  with,  but 
frequently  arife  out  of  each  other. 
The  abfurd  conceits  and  extra¬ 
vagant  fancies,  which  difguft  or 
fhock  the  reader  in  the  juvenile 
poems  of  our  bell  poets,  were  the 
true  feeds  and  germs,  which  after- 

c  ■* 

wards  ripened,  by  proper  culture, 
into  the  mold  luxuriant  harveds. 
But  this  chymical  procefs,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  the  expredion,  of 
genius,  in  which,  dill  prel'erving 
fome  analogy  to  its  pridine  form, 
it  is  tranfmuted  into  a  fubdance  of 
a  more  valuable  kind,  is  not  eafily 
to  be  purfued,  except  by  thole, 
whole  own  experience  hath  ad¬ 
mitted  them  into  the  fecrets  of  the 
art.  Such  an  adept  we  may  fairly 
fuppofe  our  learned  critic  to  be. 
Our  readers  have  had  {efficient 
proofs  of  it,  in  the  ektrafis  we  have 
already  inferred.  The  following 
characters  of  Waller  and  Dryden 
are  iri  the  fame  maderly  dyle. 

“  As  much  of  Waller’s  reputa¬ 
tion  was  owed  to  the  foftnefs  and 
fmoothnefs  of  his  numbers ;  it  is 
proper  to  confider  thole  minute 
pa  titulars  to  whiqh  a  verlifyer  mud 
attend. 

“  He  certainly  very  much  excel¬ 
led  in  fmoothnefs  mod  of  the  writers 
who  were  living  when  his  poetry 
commenced.  The  poets  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  had  attained  an  art  of  modu¬ 
lation,  which  was  afterwards  neg¬ 
lected  or  forgotten.  Fairfax  was 
acknowledged  by  him  as  his  mo¬ 
del  ;  and  he  might  have  dud  ted 
with  advantage  the  poem  of  Da- 
*vies,  which,  chough  merely  phiio- 


fophical,  yet  feldom  leaves  the  ear 
ungratified. 

“  But  he  was  rather  fmooth  than 
drong  ;  of  the  full  refound 'fig  line , 
which  Pope  attributes  to  Dryden, 
he  has  given  very  few  examples. 
The  crbical  decifion  has  given  the 
praile  of  drength  to  Denham,  and 
of  fvveetnefs  to  Waller. 

“  His  excellence  of  verification 
has  fome  abatement^.  Fie  ufes  the 
expletive  do  very  frequently  ;  and 
though  he  lived  to  fee  it  aimed  uni- 
verfally  ejected,  was  not  more 
careful  to  avoid  it  in  his  lad  com¬ 
petitions  than  in  his  firlt.  Praife 
had  given  him  confidence ;  and 
finding  the  world  fatisfied,  he  fa- 
tisfied  hnnfelf. 

“  His  rhymes  are  fometimes  weak 
words  :  fo  is  found  'to  make  the 
rhyme  twice  in  tea  lines,  and  oc¬ 
curs  often  as  a  rhyme  through  his 
book. 

“  His  double  rhymes  in  heroick 
verfe  have  been  cenfured  by  Mrs. 
Phillips,  who  was  his  rival  in  the 
trandation  of  Corneille’s  Pompey  ; 
and  more  faults  might  be  found, 
were  not  the  enquiry  below  atten¬ 
tion. 

“  He  fometimes  ufes  the  obfelete 
termination  of  verbs,  as  <ivax ethy 
djfcfiet'h ;  and  fometimes  retains 
the  final  fyllable  of  the  preterite, 
as  amazed ,  fuppofe d ;  of  which  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  not  to  the 
detriment  of  our  language  that  we 
have  totally  rejefted  them. 

“  Of  tri  plets  he  is  fparing;  but 
he  did  not  wholly  forbear  them  :  of 
an  Alexandrine  he  has  given  no 
example. 

“  The  p-eneral  character  of  his 
poetry  is  elegance  and  gaiety.  He 
is  never  pathetick,  and  very  rarely 
fubjime.  He  feerns  neither  to  have 
had  a  mind  much  elevated  by  na¬ 
ture. 
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ture,  nor  amplified  by  learning. 
His  thoughts  are  fuch  as  a  liberal 

O 

conversation  and  large  acquain¬ 
tance  with  life  would  eafily  fup- 
ply.  'They  had  however,  then 
perhaps,  that  grace  of  novelty, 
which  they  are  n  >w  often  fuppofed 
to  want  by  thofe  who,  having  al¬ 
ready  found  them  in  later  books, 
do  not  know  or  enquire  who  pro¬ 
duced  them  firft.  This  treatment 
is  unjuft.  Let  not  the  original 
author  lofe  by  his  imitators. 

“  Praife  however  fhould  be  due 
before  it  is  given.  The  author  of 
V\  aller's  Life  aferibes  to  him  the 
iirff  practice,  of  what  Ervthrseus 
and  lome  late  critics  call  Allitera¬ 
tion,  of  ufiing  in  the  fame  verfie 
many  words  beginning  with  the 
fame  letter.  But  this  knack,  what¬ 
ever  be  its  value,  was  fo  frequent 
among  our  early  writers,  that  Gaf- 
coign,  a  writer  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  warns  the  young  poet 
againft  affeding  it  ;  and  Shake- 
fpeare  in  the  Midfummer  Wight's 
Dream  is  fuppofed  to  ridicule  it. 

“  He  borrows  too  many  of  his 
fentimenrs  andilluftrations  from  the 
old  Mythology,  for  which  it  is 
vain  to  plead  the  example  of  the 
ancient  poets:  the  deities  which 
they  introduced  fo  frequently,  were 
confidered  as  realities,  fo  far  as  to 
be  received  by  the  imagination, 
whatever  fober  reafon  might  even 
then  determine.  But  of  thefe  ima¬ 
ges  time  has  tarnifhed  the  fpien- 
dor.  A  fiction,  not  only  deteded 
but  defpiied,  can  never  afford  a 
folid  bafis  to  any  pofition,  though 
fometimes  it  may  furnifh  a  tran- 
fient  allufion,  or  flight  illuftration. 
l\o  modern  monarch  can  be  much 
exalted  by  hearing  that,  as  Her¬ 
cules  had  had  his  he  has  his 
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“  But  of  the  praife  of  Waller, 
though  much  may  be  taken  away, 
much'  will  remain  ;  for  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  he  added  fomething 
to  our  elegance  of  didion,  and 
fomething  to  our  propriety  of 
thought ;  and  to  him  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  what  Tafifo  faid,  with  equal 
fpirit  and  juftLe,  of  himfelf  and 
Guarini,  when,  having  perufed  the 
Paflor  Fido ,  he  cried  out,  “  If  he 
“  had  not  read  Aminta ,  he  had 
“  not  excelled  it.” 

From  the  Preface  to  Milton’s 
works,  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  a  large  extrad.  The  poet 
who  follows  next  in  the  feries,  is 
the  celebrated  author  of  Hudilra/'s, 
The  original  idea  of  this  poem  is, 
he  thinks,  undoubtedly  to  be  found 
in  the  hiftory  of  Don  Quixotte. 
“  Cervantes,  he  obferves,  fhevvs 
a  man  who  having  by  the  incef- 
fant  perufal  of  incredible  tales, 
fubjeded  his  underftanding  to  his 
imagination,  and  familiarifed  his 
mind  by  pertinacious  meditation 
to  think  of  incredible  events,  and 
feenes  of  impofuble  exiftence,  goes 
out  in  the  pride  of  knighthood  to 
redrefs  wrongs  and  defend  virgins, 
to  refeue  captive  princefies  and 
tumble  ufurpers  from  their  thrones  ; 
attended  by  a  Tquire,  whole  cun¬ 
ning,  too  low  for  the  fufpicion  of 
a  generous  mind,  enables  him  of¬ 
ten  to  cheat  his  mailer. 

“  The  hero  of  Butler,  is  a  Pref- 
bvterian  juftice,  who  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  legal  authority,  and  the 
rage  of  zealous  ignorance,  ranges 
the  country  to  reprefs  fup.erftition, 
and  corred  abufes,  accompanied 
by  an  Independant  clerk,  difputa- 
tious  and  obftinate,  with  whom 
he  often  debate?,  but  never  con¬ 
quers  him. 

N  3  “  Qq> 
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“  Cervantes  had  fo  much  kirid- 
nefs  for  Don  Quixotte,  that,  how¬ 
ever  he  embaiaffes  him  with  ab- 
furd  diftreffes,  he  gives  him  fo 
much  fenfe  and  virtue  as  may  pre- 
ferve  our  efteem  ;  wherever  he  is, 
or  whatever  he  does,  he  is  made 
by  matchlefs  dexterity  commonly 
ridiculous,  but  never  contempti¬ 
ble. 

<£  But  for  poor  Kudibrafs,  his 
poet  had  no  tendernefs ;  he  chufes 
not  that  any  pity  fhould  be  fhewn, 
or  refpett  paid  him  ;  he  gives  him 
up  at  once  to  laughter  and  con¬ 
tempt,  without  any  quality  that 
can  dignify  or  protect. 

£<  In  forming  the  character  of 
Hudibrafs,  and  defcribing  his  psr- 
fon  and  habiliments,  the  author 
feems  to  labour  with  a  tumultuous 
confufion  of  diflimilar  ideas.  Ke 
had  read  the  hi  dory  of  the  mock 
knight-errant ;  he  knew  the  no¬ 
tions  and  manner  of  a  Prefbyterian 
magiftrate,  and  tried  to  unite  the 
ablurdities  of  both,  however  dif- 
tant,  in  one  perfonage. — Thus  he 
gave  him  that  pedantic  oflentation 
of  knowledge  which  has  no  rela¬ 
tion  to  chivalry;  and  loads  him 
with  martial  encumbrances  that 
can  add  nothing  to  his  civil  dig¬ 
nity.  He  fends  him  out  a  cclo- 
nelling,  and  yet  never  brings  him 
within  fight  of  war.” 

Dryden  follows  Butler,  and  our 
learned  critic  has  paid  him  the  am¬ 
ple  and  liberal  attention  he  fo  well 
deferves.  It  is  not  eafy  to  make 
feledtions  from  an  author,  who 
writes  with  fo  much  judgment  as 
Dr.  johnfon,  without  doing  great 
injufHce  to  the  parts.  The  two 
following  extracts,  which  contain 
his  opinion  on  the  pvdfe  and  poe¬ 
tical  language  of  Dryden,  are 


vvrkten  with  great  fpirit,  learning, 
and  penetration. 

£‘  Criticifm,  either  didactic  or 
defenfive,  occupies  almoft  ail  his 
profe,  except  thole  pages  which  he 
has  devoted  to  his  patrons ;  but 
none  of  his  prefaces  were  ever 
thought  tedious.  They  have  not 
the  formality  of  a  fettled  ftyle,  in 
which  the  hrft  half  of  the  fentence 
betrays  the  other.  The  claufes  are 
never  balanced,  nor  the  periods 
modelled;  every  word  feems  to 
drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls 
into  its  proper  place.  Nothing  is 
cold  or  languid  ;  the  whole  is  airy, 
animated,  and  vigorous ;  what  is 
little,  is  goy ;  what  is  great,  is 
fpkndid.  He  may  be  thought  to 
mention  himfelf  too  frequently  ; 
but  while  he  forces  himfelf  upon 
our  efleem,  we  cannot  refufe  him 
to  {land  high  in  his  own.  Every 
thing  is  excufed  by  the  play  of 
images  and  the  fpritelinefs  of  ex- 
preffion.  Though  all  is  eafy,  no¬ 
thing  is  feeble  ;  though  all  feems 
carelefs,  there  is  nothing  harfh  ; 
and  though,  fince  his  earlier  works, 
more  than  a  century  has  palled, 
they  have  nothing  yet  uncouth  or 
obfolete. 

“  He  who  writes  much,  will  not 
eafily  efcape  a  manner,  fuch  a  re¬ 
currence  of  particular  modes  as  may 
be  eafily  noted.  Dryden  is  always 
another  and  the  fame ,  he  does  not 
exhibit  a  fecond  time  the  fame 
elegancies  in  the  fame  form,  nor 
appears  to  have  any  art  other  than 
that  of  exprefling  with  clearnefs 
what  he  thinks  with  vigour.  His 
ftyle  could  not  eafily  be  imitated, 
either  ferioufly  or  ludicrously,  for 
being  always  equable  and  always 
varied,  it  has  no  prominent  or  dif- 
criminative  characters.  The  beauty 

who 
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who  is  totally  free  from  difpropcr- 
tion  of  parts  and  features  cannot 
be  ridiculed  by  an  overcharged  re- 
femblance.” 

From  his  profe,  however,  as 
Dr.  Johnfon  properly  remarks, 
Dryden  derives  only  his  accidental 
and  fecondary  praife ;  l<  the  vene¬ 
ration,  continues  he,  with  which 
his  name  is  pronounced  by  every 
cultivator  of  Englifh  literature,  is 
paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  lan¬ 
guage,  improved  the  fentiments, 
and  tuned  the  numbers  of  Englifh 
poetry. 

“  After  about  half  a  century  of 
forced  thoughts,  and  rugged  metre, 
fome  advances  towards  nature  and 
harmony  had  been  already  made 
by  Waller  and  Denham.;  they  had 
fhewn  that  long  difcourfes  in  rhyme 
grew  more  pleafmg  when  they  were 
broken  into  couplets,  and  that 
verfe  confided  not  only  in  the 
number  but  the  arrangement  of  fyl- 
lables. 

“  But  though  they  did  much, 
who  can  deny  that  they  left  much 
to  do  ?  Their  works  were  not 
many,  nor  were  their  minds  of  very 
ample  comprehenfion.  More  ex¬ 
amples  of  more  modes  of  compofi- 
tion  were  neceflary  for  the  eilablifh- 
ment  of  regularity,  and  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  propriety  in  word  and 
thought. 

“  Every  language  of  a  learned 
nation  neceffarily  divides  itfelf  into 
didlion  fcholaflic  and  popular,  grave 
and  familiar,  elegant  and  grofs ; 
and  from  a  nice  diitinflion  of  thefe 
different  parts,  arifes  a  great  part 
of  the  beauty  of  ityle.  But  if  we 
except  a  few  minds,  the  favourites 
of  nature,  to  whom  their  own  ori¬ 
ginal  reditude  was  in  the  place  of 
rules,  this  delicacy  of  feledtion  was 
little  known  to  our  authors ;  our 
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fpeech  lay  before  them  in  a  heap 
of  confufion,  and  every  man  took 
for  every  purpofe  wbatchance  might 
offer  him. 

“  There  was  therefore  before  the 
time  of  Dryden  no  poetical  dic¬ 
tion,  no  fyftem  of  words  at  once 
refined  from  the  groffnefs  of  do- 
meflic  ufe,  and  free  from  the  harlh- 
nefs  of  terms  appropriated  to  par¬ 
ticular  arts.  Words  too  familiar, 
or  too  remote,  defeat  the  purpofe 
of  a  poet.  From  thofe  founds 
which  we  hear  on  fmall  or  on 
coarfe  occafions,  we  do  not  eafily 
receive  llrong  imprefiions,  or  de¬ 
lightful  images,  and  words  to  which 
we  are  nearly  Grangers,  whenever 
they  occur,  draw  that  attention  on 
themfelves  which  they  Ihould  con¬ 
vey  to  things, 

“  Thofe  happy  combinations  of 
words  which  diflinguifh  poetry 
from  profe,  had  been  rarely  at¬ 
tempted  ;  we  had  few  elegancies  or 
flowers  of  fpeech,  the  rofes  had 
not  yet  been  plucked  from  the 
bramble,  or  different  colours  had 
not  been  joined  to  enliven  one 
another. 

“  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
Waller  and  Denham  could  have 
overborn  the  prejudices  which  had 
long  prevailed,  and  which  even 
then  were  Sheltered  by  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  Cowley.  The  new  verifi¬ 
cation,  as  it  was  called,  may  be 
confidered  as  owing  its  eltablifli- 
ment  to  Dryden  ;  from  vvhofe  time 
it  is  apparent  that  Englifh  poetry 
has  had  no  tendency  to  relapfe  to 
its  former  favagenefs.” 

The  minor  poets  that  follow 
Dryden,  from  Derham  down  to 
Hughes,  occupy  each  a  fmall  but 
well  -  proportioned  {hare  of  the 
author’s  attention.  The  diftin- 
guifhing  features  and  the  charac- 
N  4  terifiic 
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teriflic  faults  and  merits  of  each, 
are  always  marked  with  great  judg¬ 
ment  and  precihon. 

Before  we  difmifs  this  article,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  take  Jome  no¬ 
tice  of  the  hifiorical  part  of  thefe 
prefaces. — The  great  reputation 
which  Dodlor  Johnfon  has  already 
acquired  as  a  moral  and  biogra¬ 
phical  writer,  will  not  luffer  any 
diminution  from  his  prefent  fuc- 
cefsful  attempt  to  give  (as  he  him- 
felf  well  expreilbs  it)  ufeful pleafure. 
——Great  care  appears  to  have  been 
taken  in  felefling  the  mod  authen¬ 
tic  materials  :  the  errors,  into 
which  partiality,  prejudice,  or 
want  of  difcemment,  have  led  any 
ef  his  predeceflbrs,  are  jodicioufly 
corrected  ;  and  every  part  is  inter- 
jfperfed  with  thofe  beautiful  ef Fa¬ 
llons  of  moral  ientiment,  arid  re¬ 
marks  on  the  manners  of  mankind, 
which  diftinguifh  him  beyond  any 
writer  in  the  Englifh  language. — 

But  whillt  we  do  him  iuftice  in  this 

•» 

yeTpedf ,  it  is  impoflibie  not  to  ob- 


ferve  that  many  parts  of  his  work 
bear  ftrong  marks  of  thofe  politi¬ 
cal  prejudices,  under  the  influence 
of  which  it  is  well  known  his  mind 
unfortunately  labours.  It  is  for 
his  own  fake  we  vvifn  that  he  had, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  repreffed 
an  ufelefs  zeal.  We  fhould  be  forry 
to  think,  with  him,  that  ‘virulence 
and  malevolence  really  belong  to 
any  party  : —  he  has  taught  us  that 
they  certainly  do  not  belong  to 
one  alone. — If  fafticn ,  (i.  e.  the 
party  we  oppoie)  feldom ,  as  he 
lays,  leaver  a.  man  honejl ,  however 
it  might  find  him ,  how  will  the 
jealous  dignity  of  Dodtor  John  Ton’s 
character  brook  the  fufpicions  of, 
perhaps,  the  greater  part  of  his 
readers  ?  The  bad  men  of  both 
Tides,  who  have  an  interell  in  the 
deftru&ion  of  all  character,  will  be 
glad  to  make  ufe  of  his  authority  ; 
and  he  cannot  complain  if  thole  of 
the  adverfe  party  bring  his  own 
example  as  one  proof  of  his  rule  *. 

AHifi 


*  The  part  which  Milton  took  in  the  public  tranfaelions  of  the  times,  he  lived 
in.  Teems  to  have  made  him  particularly  obnoxious  to  our  learned  critic.  We 
ihuil  therefore  fubmit  to  qur  readers  Tome  of  the  mifreprefentations  of  which  he 
accufed,  together  with  tire  anfwers  that  have  been  given  to  them.  “  I  am 
(i  aflame d,  fay s  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  relate  what  I  am  afraid  is  too  true,  that  Mil- 
€i  ton  was  the  laf  fudent  in  either  univerfiy  that  fuff  erect  the  public  indignity  of 
corporal  punifment —The  only  evidence  of  Milton’s  having  fuffered  this 
indignity  lefts  on  the  following  lines,  taken  from  his  verles  to  D&odati. 

Nec  duri  libet  ufque  minas  perferre  magiftij, 

Creter-aque  ingenio  non  fubeunda  meo — • 

The  fomething  elfe ,  he  contends,  muff  be  corporal  corre£ficn  ;  for  he  adds? 
what  was  more  than' threats,  was  evidently  pujufhment .  To  this  it  is  an  lower¬ 
ed,  that  by  rendering  eastern  in  the  lingular  number,  fomething  elfe  ;  he  has 
made  the  application  particular,  which  in  the  original  is  general.— He  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  pervert  the  fenfe  flill  farther,  by  explaining  cetera,  fomething-  more 
than  threats', — whereas  it  mpans  in  general  the  many  infuhs,  belideg  threats, 
pi  which  academical  fubordination  might  make  hirn  liable.  But  however 
this  may  be,  he  is  certainly  not  the  laft  ftudent  in  either  un-iyerfity  that  fuf¬ 
fered  this  indignity.  At  Oxford,  both  in  the  public  and  private  ftatutes,  the 
Jnjnnftion  of  inflifling  corporal  punilhment  on  boys  under  ftxteen  remains 
|n  fgpep  fit  {his  day  5  and  at  Tome  colleges,  where  the  foundation  fcbolars  are 
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A  Hiftory  of  the  Military  Tran  fac¬ 
tion;  of  the  Britiili  Nation  in  In- 
doitan.  Vd.  II. 

f  |  'HE  firft  volume  ©f  this  hif- 
JL  tory  was  published  in  the 
year  1763  *,  and  contains  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  affairs  of  India,  down 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war 
between  the  EngiiBi  and  French 
in  1756.  To  the  continuation  now 
before  us  is  prefixed  an  enquiry  into 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  commerce  in  the  province  of 
Bengal. 

It  appears  that  the  trade  of  this 
country  was  opened  to  the  Englifh, 
by  means  of  a  fur  geo  n  named 
Bought/- it ,  who,  in  1636,  was  fcnt 
from  Surat  to  Agra,  to  attend  a 
daughter  of  the  Emperor  Shaw 
Iehan.  His  endeavours  for  the 
cure  of  the  lady  proving  fuccefsful, 
the  Emperor,  befides  other  fa¬ 
vours,  granted  him  the  privilege 
of  a  free  trade  throughout  his  do- 
minions.  Having  obtained  this 
Indulgence,  Boughton  immediately 
proceeded  to  Bengal,  where  he  in¬ 
tended  to  purchafe  goods,  and  to 
carry  them  by  fea  to  Surat.  He 
had  no  fooner  arrived  in  the  for¬ 
mer  of  thofe  places,  than  he  was 
employed  to  cure  a  favourite  wo¬ 
man  belonging  to  the  Nabob  of 
the  province;  which  having  effec¬ 
ted,  the  latter  prevailed  upon  him 
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to  remain  in  the  country  ;  giving 
him  at  the  fame  time  a  handfome 
flipend,  and  confirming  the  privi¬ 
lege  that  had  been  granted  by  the 
Emperor,  with  a  promife  to  extend 
it  to  all  others  of  the  Englifh  na¬ 
tion  who  fhouid  come  to  Bengal. 
Boughton  fent  an  account  of  his  luc- 
cefs  to  the  Englifh  governor  of  Su¬ 
rat,  by  whofe  advice  the  company 
in  164.0  fent  two  Blips  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Bengal,  the  agents  of  which 
being  introduced  to  the  Nabob  by 
Boughton,  were  kindly  received, 
and  afliBed  in  their  mercantile  tran- 
fa&ions. 

For  fome  years  the  Englifh  car¬ 
ried  on  their  trade  in  this  province 
without  any  moleflation,  but  af¬ 
terwards  the  government,  either 
difavowing  the  patents  that  had 
been  granted  to  Boughton,  or  anni¬ 
hilating  their  operation  by  the  nar¬ 
row  conilru&ion  which  they  now 
put  upon  them,  the  fettlers  were 
obliged  to  pay  the  fame  duties  with 
other  merchants.  Nor  was  this 
the  only  infraction  of  former  Bipu- 
lations  that,  they  began  to  expe¬ 
rience.  The  Nabob  henceforth 
affumed  a  more  arbitrary  conduCt 
towards  them,  and  their  commerce 
was  frequently  interrupted  by  un- 
ufual  exertions  of  defpotifm. 

Againft  thefe  evils  our  author  ob- 
ferves,  that  there  were  only  two 
remedies,  namely,  war  or  retreat. 


ele&ed  verv  young,  it  was  commonly  pra&ifed  down  to  the  beginning  of  the 
prefen t  century.  In  another  place  he  afferts,  that  “  Milton  entirely  emitted 
i(  all  prayer,  either  in  his  family,  or  in  private.'"  With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  charge,  it  is  anf'wered,  that  it  deftroys  itfelf,  for  folitary  prayer 
could  only  be  known  to  God  and  himfelf, — As  to  family  prayer,  it  appears  to 
be  a  calumny  drawn  from  an  expreifion  of  Toland’s,  who  fays,  “  that  in  the 
“  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  frequented  none  of  the  affemblies  of  any  particular 
fed  of  Chriftians,  nor  made  ufe  cf  their  peculiar  rites  in  his  family.'"  Bifiiop 
Newton  has  altered  this,  into  his  net  ufing  any  religious  rites  in  his  family.  And 
from  the  bifhop,  as  a  flory  never  lof'es  in  the  telling,  Dr.  Johnfon  roundly 
concludes  that  he  never  u fed  prayer  in  his  family . 

*  £ee  Ann.  Vol.  VII.  Keg.  for  1764.. 
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either  of  which  could  not  fail  of 
proving  detrimental  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  confidering  that  the  Bengal 
trade,  notwithstanding  the  various 
reflraints  impofed  by  the  Nabob, 
was  flill  very  lucrative.  For  forty 
years  therefore  the  Englifh  com¬ 
pany  attempted  no  military  re- 
ii  fiance. 

But  the  peaceable  acquiefcence  of 
the  Englilh  rather  increafed  than 
diminished  the  exactions  impofed 
by  the  governors  of  the  province  ; 
befides,  that  the  adds  of  oppreilion 
exercifed  by  thofe  inferior  defpots 
were  abetted  by  the  Emperor  at 
Delhi.  Determined  therefore  to 
try  the  efred  of  arms,  the  company 
in  the  year  1685,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  King  James  II.  fitted 
out  two  fleets,  one  of  which  was 
ordered  to  cruife  at  the  bar  of  Su¬ 
rat,  on  all  veflels  belonging  to  the 
Mogul’s  fubjects,  and  the  other  de¬ 
signed  not  only  to  commit  hoftili- 
ties  by  fea  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Ganges,  but  likewife  carried  fix 
hundred  regular  troops,  in  order 
to  attack  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  by 
land. 

The  condud  of  this  war  was  en- 
trufied  to  Job  Charnock,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  principal  agent  at  Hugh- 
ley,  a  man  of  courage,  but  void  of 
military  experience.  He  defeated 
the  forces  of  the  Nabob  in  two 
different  adions  ;  but  pitching 
his  camp  in  an  unhealthy  part 
of  the  province,  in  the  fpace 
of  three  months  he  loft  by  fick- 
nefs  three  hundred  Europeans, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  his  whole 
force. 

The  misfortune  attending  the 
army  was  compenfa(ed  by  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fleet  that  had  bees 
fent  cut  to  Surat,  which  greatly 
diitrefied  the  trade  of  the  Mogul’s 
fubjeds,  and  took  from  them 


prizes  to  the  amount  of  a  million 
flerling  money.  The  clamour  raif- 
ed  by  the  merchants  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  difader,  induced  the 
Emperor  to  fend  one  of  his  officers 
from  Delhi,  with  orders  to  hear 
the  complaints  of  the  Englifh,  and 
to  mitigate  the  oppreflions  which 
they  had  differed.  Hofiilities  foon 
after  ceafed  •  and  by  a  treaty  iign- 
ed  in  Auguft,  1687,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  that  the  Englifh  Ihould  not 
only  be  permitted  to  return  to  all 
their  fadories  in  the  province,  but 
might  likewife  ered  docks  and 
magazines  at  Ulabarca,  a  village 
fituated  on  the  wellern  bank,  about 
fifty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river. 

This  treaty  was  no  fooner  ra¬ 
tified  than  the  war  at  Surat  broke 
out  afrefii,  and  the  Nabob  of  Ben¬ 
gal  not  only  gave  up  the  Englifh 
trade  to  the  rapine  of  his  officers, 
but  demanded  a  very  large  fum, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  lofs 
which  the  country  had  fuftained  by 
the  late  hoftii ities.  In  confequence 
of  fonrie  unexpeded  events,  how¬ 
ever,  an  accommodation  again  took 
place  between  the  contending  par¬ 
ties  without  this  requifition  being 
granted  ;  and  the  company  receiv¬ 
ed  a  patent  from  the  Emperor,  al¬ 
lowing  them  to  trade  free  of  cuf* 
toms,  on  condition  of  paying  an¬ 
nually  the  fum  of  three  thoufand 
roupees. 

In  1696,  an  infurredion  was  com¬ 
menced  by  the  rajahs  on  the  wellern 
fide  of  the  river  Hughley,  within 
whole  jurifdidion  were  fituated  the 
principal  fettlements  of  the  Englifh, 
French,  and  Dutch,  all  which  im¬ 
mediately  augmenting  their  refpec- 
tive  forces,  declared  for  the  Na¬ 
bob  ;  of  whom  they  at  the  fame 
time  requeHed  permiffion  to  put 
their  fadories  into  a  Hate  of  de¬ 
fence. 
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fence.  The  Nabob  ordered  them 
5n  general  terms  to  defend  them- 
felves ;  and  they,  confidering  this 
order  as  implying  a  grant  of  their 
requeft,  proceeded  with  all  expedi¬ 
tion  to  raife  walls  and  baitions 
round  their  fa&ories  ;  of  which 
that  of  the  Englifh  was  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  where  they  had  built  their 
principal  magazines.  Such  was 
the  origin  of  the  three  European 
forts  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  the 
firft  that  ever  were  fuffered  to  be 
ereCled  by  foreigners  within  the 
Mogul  empire. 

In  1 69 S ,  they  obtained  from 
Azim  -  al  -  Shah,  the  grandfon  of 
Aurengzebe,  permiffion  to  purchafe 
from  the  Zemindar  or  Indian  pro¬ 
prietor,  the  town  of  Soola-kutty, 
Calcutta,  and  Govind-pore,  with 
their  diltriCts,  the  prince  referving 
an  annual  fine.  About  this  time, 
the  union  of  the  two  companies, 
by  augmenting  the  dock,  increafed 
the  trade,  and  enlarged  the  views 
of  the  direction.  The  commerce 
of  Bengal  more  efpecially  became 
the  objedl  of  their  attention.  The 
fubordinate  fa&ories  of  Coffimbu- 
zar,  Dacca,  and  Ballafore,  were 
refettled  :  the  exports  and  imports 
were  doubled  in  value  and  quan¬ 
tity,  and  the  garrifon  of  Calcutta 
was  augmented  to  300  men  :  all 
which  the  government  of  Bengal, 
contrary  to  its  ufual  maxims,  be¬ 
held  without  repugnance,  and  even 
without  demanding  money  as  the 
price  of  its  forbearance  and  favour. 
The  increafing  importance  of  the 
colony  induced  the  company,  in 
1707,  to  withdraw  the  fettlements 
in  it  from  their  former  dependence 
on  Madrafs,  and  to  declare  Cal¬ 
cutta  aprefidency  accountable  only 
to  the  direction  in  England. 

The  tranquility  which  the 
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company  now  enjoyed  was  in  a 
fhort  time  difturbed  by  the  Nabob 
Jafiier  Khan,  at  this  time  appointed 
Governor  of  Bengal,  and  who  was 
better  enabled  to  take  cognizance 
ot  their  affairs  by  having  remov¬ 
ed  the  feat  cf  government  from 
Dacca  to  Muxadavad,  in  the  centre 
of  the  province.  Mixing  policy 
with  oppreffion,  he  greatly  reltrain- 
ed  the  freedom  of  their  commerce, 
without  openly  violating  the  privi¬ 
leges  which  they  had  obtained 
from  Aurengzebe  and  Azim-al- 
Sh2h.  In  order  to  obtain  a  redrefs 
of  their  grievances,  the  prefidency 
of  Calcutta,  in  the  year  1713,  pro- 
pofed  to  the  company  in  England 
the  fending  an  embaffy,  fupported 
by  a  valuable  prefent,  to  the  Great 
Mogul.  The  expedient  was  accord¬ 
ingly  adopted  ;  and  after  various 
delays  occafianed  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  vizir,  they  at  length  ob¬ 
tained  the  principal  obje&s  of  their 
miffion.  One  of  thole  was,  that 
the  company  fliould  be  allowed  to 
purchafe  thirty-feven  towns  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  which  would  give  them  a  dif- 
triCl  extending  ten  miles  fouih  of 
Calcutta  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  Hughley,  the  paffage  cf  which 
might  be  eafily  commanded  by  the 
eredlion  of  batteries  or  redoubts  ; 
and  what  added  to  the  value  of  the 
acquifition  was,  that  the  revenue 
of  the  territory  would  be  fufficient 
to  defray  the  charge  of  its  protec¬ 
tion.  The  confequences  of  fo  ad¬ 
vantageous  a  grant  were  beheld 
with  indignation  by  the  Nabob 
Jafiier,  who  had  endeavoured  from 
the  beginning  to  counteract  the 
purpofe  of  the  embaffy  ;  but  not 
daring  openly  to  difpute  the  Mo¬ 
gul’s  orders,  he  prevailed,  by  fe- 
cret  intrigues,  with  the  holders  of 
the  land,  not  to  part  with  it  to  the 

company 
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company  upon  any  terms  which 
might  be  offered.  JafHer  however 
admitted  the  immunity  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  trade,  which  no  longer 
paid  any  cuilotr.s  in  the  province. 

ii  In  the  mean  time,  the  fettle- 
ment  of  Calcutta  had  attracted  fuch 
a  number  of  inhabitants,  as  excit¬ 
ed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Governor  of 
Hugh  ley,  who,  pretending  that  he 
fhould  be  punifived  for  fg fieri ng  fo 
many  of  the  Mogul’s  lubjedts  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  his  ju- 
rifdidtion,  threatened  to  fend  a 
cadi,  or  Mahoir.edan  judge,  and 
officers  of  the  police,  to  adrninifter 
juftice  amongfl  the  natives  living 
under  the  Engiifh  flag.  The  raea- 
fure  would  have  renewed  the  fame 
inconvenience?,  which  had  forced 
the  Engiifh  to  quit  Hughley  :  it  was 
therefore  countera&ed  by  a  bribe 
given  to  Azim-al-Shqh,  who  for¬ 
bad  the  Governor  of  Hughley  from 
proceeding  in  his  intentions.  By 
this  conftant  attention  to  money, 
Azim-al-Shah  in  three  years  amaf- 
fed  three  millions  of  pounds  her¬ 
ring,  which  he  carried  with  him 
out  of  the  province  :  but  he  left 
behind  him  his  fon  Furrukfhir  to 
get  more;  who,  in  1713,  gained 
the  throne,  after  his  father  had 
perifhed  in  difputing  it  with  his 
brothers.” 

From  this  time,  the  Engiifh 
company  continued  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  commercial  privi¬ 
leges  till  the  year  1756,  when,  by 
the  rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  by  the  intelline 
divifions  in  India,  it  neceffarily 
became  involved  in  all  the  calami¬ 
ties  of  war.  The  military  tran- 
fadtions  of  this  period,  are  related 
with  the  fame  precision  and  accu¬ 
racy  which  diffinguiflied  the  for¬ 
mer  volume  of  this  hi  dory  ;  and  if 


in  the  language  and  forms  cf  ex* 
preflion  there  appear  frequent 
marks  of  hade  and  inattention,  they 
may  readily  be  pardoned  in  a  work 
of  fuch  extent  and  labour. 


Ifaiah  ;  a  new  1 Tranflation ,  with  a 
preliminary  D/Jfertation,  and  Notes 
critical ,  philological,  and  ext'/a * 
natory.  by  Robert  Lcwth,  i).  D. 
F.  R.  $.S.  Fond,  and  Gotti  ng. 
Lord  bi/hep  cy  London.  4 to. 

T^HE  verhons  that  have  hither¬ 
to  appeared  of  the  pro¬ 
phecies  of  Ifaiah,  both  in  ancient 
and  modern  languages,  having 
been  made  on  a  m shaken  opinion 
of  the  nature  of  thefe  com  portions ; 
it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  they 
have  failed  in  giving  a  j aft  and 
exprefilve  refemblance  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal.  “  It  has,  I  think,  fays  the 
learned  prelate,  been  univerfally 
underdood,  that  the  prophecies  of 
Ifaiah  are  written  in  profe.  The 
ftyle,  the  thoughts,  the  images, 
the  expreflions,  have  been  allowed 
to  be  poetical,  and  that  in  the 
higheft  degree  :  but  that  they  are 
written  in  verfe,  in  meafure,  or 
rhythm,  or  whatever  it  is  that  dif- 
tinguifhes,  as  poetry,  thecompofi- 
tion  of  thofe  books  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  which  are  allowed  to  be 
poetical,  fuch  as  Job,  the  Plalms, 
and  the  Proverbs,  from  the  hiftori- 
cal  books,  as  mere  profe  ;  this  has 
never  been  fuppoled,  at  leait  has 
not  been  at  any  time  the  prevail¬ 
ing  opinion.  The  opinions  of  the 
learned  concerning  Hebrew  verfe 
have  been  various  ;  their  idea?  of 
the  nature  of  it  vague,  obfeure,  and 
im perfect  ;  yet  Hill  there  has  been 
a  general  perfuafion,  that  force 
books  of  the  Old  TdHment  are 

written 
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Written  in  verfe  ;  but  that  the 
writings  of  the  prophets  are  not  of 
that  number. ” 

The  defign  of  the  preliminary 
diftertation  is  to  refute  this  erro¬ 
neous  opinion  ;  to  fhew  that  there 
is  a  manifefl  conformity  between 
the  prophetical  ltyle  and  that  of 
the  books  fuppofed  to  be  metrical ; 
a  conformity  in  every  known  part 
of  the  poetical  character,  which 
equally  difcriminates  the  propheti¬ 
cal  and  the  metrical  books,  from 
thofe  acknowledged  to  be  profer 
'This  fubjedt,  which  ^he  learned 
author  had  before  treated  in  his 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  Prelec¬ 
tions,  is  here  more  fully  and  mi¬ 
nutely  difcuffed. 

“  The  fir  It,  he  fays,  and  molt 
manifeit  indication  of  verle  in  the 
Hebrew  poetical  books,  prefents  it- 
feif  in  the  acrofiick  or  alphabetical 
poems,  of  which  there  happily  re¬ 
main  many  examples,  and  thofe  of 
various  kinds.  The  nature,  or 
rather  the  form,  of  thefe  poems  is 
this  :  the  poem  con  fills  of  twenty- 
two  lines,  or  of  twenty- two  fyllems 
of  lines,  or  periods,  or  llanzas,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  number  of  the  let¬ 
ters  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet;  and 
every  line,  or  every  ltanza,  begins 
with  each  letter  in  its  order,  as  it 
hands  in  the  alphabet,  that  is,  the 
iirft  line,  or  firll  ltanza,  begins 
with  aleph,  the  fecond  with  beth, 
and  fo  on.  There  are  Hill  extant 
in  the  books  of  the  Old  Telta- 
ment,  twelve  *  of  thefe  poems  ; 
reckoning  the  four  firll  chapters  of 
the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah  as 
fo  many  diltindt  poems  ;  three  f  of 
them  perfectly  alphabetical  :  in 

*  Pfal.  xxv,  xxxiv,  xxxvii,  cxi,  cxii 
Lam.  i,  ii,  iii,  iv. 

L  Pfal.  cxi,  cxii.  Lam.  iii. 
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which  every  line  is  marked  by  us 
initial  letter ;  the  other  nine  left 
perfectly  alphabetical,  in  which 
every  ltanza  only  is  fo  diftin- 
gui  fhedT 

After  examining  fome  remark- 
able  circumltances  in  thefe  compo- 
fitions,  he  concludes,  that  “  both 
thefe  fpecies  of  alphabetical  poems 
confift  of  verfes  properly  fo  called; 
of  verfes  regulated  by  fome  ob- 
fervation  of  harmony  or  cadence  ; 
of  meafure,  numbers,  or  rhythm. 
For  it  is  not  at  all  probable  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  or  from  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  like  kind  in  other 
languages,  that  a  portion  of  mere 
prole,  in  which  numbers  and  har¬ 
mony  are  totally  difregarded,  fhould 
be  laid  out  according  to  a  fcale  of 
divifion,  which  carries  with  it  fuch 
evident  marks  of  fludy  and  labour, 
of  art  in  the  contrivance,  and  ex- 
adtnefs  in  the  execution.  And  in 
general,  that  the  reit  of  the  poems 
of  the  Hebrews,  bearing  evidently 
the  fame  marks  and  charadteriltics 
of  compofition  with  the  alphabeti¬ 
cal  poems  in  other  refpedts,  and 
falling  into  regular  lines,  often  into 
regular  ltanzas,  according  to  the 
paufes  of  the  fentences,  w!>ich  ftan- 
zas  and  lines  have  a  certain  parity 
or  proportion  to  one  another,  thele 
likewife  confilt  of  verfe  meafured 
by  the  ear,  and  regulated  accord¬ 
ing  to  fome  general  laws  of  metre, 
rhythm,  harmony,  or  cadence.” 

The  attempt  to  difeover  the  laws 
of  the  Hebrew  metre,  or  rhythm, 
he  conliders  as  vain  and  impofiible  ; 
but  he  conceives  that  there  are 
other  circumltances  which  fuffi- 

ciendy  difcriminate  the  parts  of  the 

► 

,  cxix,  cxlv.  Prov.  x::xi.  v.  so — 31. 
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Hebrew  fcriptures  that  are  written 
in  verfe,  from  thofe  that  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  profe.  The  firft  and  princi¬ 
pal  of  thefe,  is  the  correfpondence 
of  one  verfe,  or  line,  with  another, 
winch  he  calls  parallelifm.  When 
a  propofition  is  delivered,  and  a 
fecond  is  fubjoined  to  it,  or  drawn 
under  it,  equivalent,  or  contraked 
with  it,  in  fenfe,  or  fimilar  to  it  in 
the  form  of  grammatical  conflruc- 
tion,  thefe  he  calls  parallel  lines, 
and  the  words  or  phrafes  anfwering 
one  to  another  in  the  corresponding 
lines,  parallel  terms. 

Parallel  lines  he  reduces  to  three 
forts  :  parallels  fynonymous ,  paral¬ 
lels  antithetic ,  and  parallels  fyn * 
ihetic.  Of  each  of  thefe  he  gives 
a  variety  of  examples,  in  order  to 
fhew  the  various  forms,  under 
which  they  appear  :  firft  from  the 
books  universally  acknowledged  to 
be  poetical  ;  then  correfpondent 
examples  from  the  prophet  Ifaiah  ; 
and  feme  times  alfo  from  the  other 
prophets;  to  fhew,  that  the  form 
and  character  of  t3fe  compoiitioh  is 
in  all  the  fame. 

Firk,  of  parallel  lines  fynonymous : 
that  is,  which  correfpond  one  to 
another  by  expreffing  the  fame 
fenfe  in  different  but  equivalent 
terras.  As  in  the  following  ex¬ 
amples  : 

4  Q-Jehovah,  in-thy-ftrength  the -king 
fhall-rejoice; 

And-in-thy  i'alvation  how  greatly  fhall-he- 
exult ! 

'The-defire  of-his-heart  thou -haft-granted 
unto  him ; 

And  the-requeft  of-his-lips  thou-haft-not- 
denied.’  Pf.  xxi. 

4  Eecaufe  I-called,  and-ye-refufed ; 
I-ftretched-out  my-hand,  and-no-one  re¬ 
garded,  &c.  Prcv.  i.  24. 

Seek-ye  Jehovah,  while-he-may-be-found ; 
Caii-ye-upon-hiin,  while -he-is  near,’  Sec. 

Jfa.lv .  6. 


The  author  produces  many  other 
examples,  from  the  prophets,  in 
which,  he  obferves,  the  parallel 
lines  fometirnes  confift  of  three  or 
more  fynonymous  terms  ;  fome- 
times  of  two ;  which  is  generally 
the  cafe,  when  the  verb,  or  the  no¬ 
minative  cafe  of  the  firk  fen  tence  is 
to  be  carried  on  to  the  fecond,  or 
underkcod there ;  and  fometirnes  of 
one  only. 

The  term3  in  Englifh,  confiding 
of  feveral  words,  are  hitherto  dif~ 
tinguifhed  by  marks  of  connexion  ; 
to  fhew,  that  they  anfvver  to  fingle 
words  in  Hebrew. 

Sometimes,  he  obferves,  the  lines 
confifi,  each  of  double  members, 
or  two  prcpofitions. 

4  Bow  thy  heaven.  O  Jehovah,  and  de- 
feend  ; 

Touch  the  mountains,  and  they  ftiall 
ftnoke  Sec,  Pf.  cxiv.  5. 

4  And  they  fhall  build  houfes,  and  fhall 
inhabit  them ; 

And  they  fhall  plant  vineyards,  and  fhall 
eat  the  fruit  thereof,  ,&c-’  Jfn.  lxv.  21* 

Sometimes  they  are  formed  by  a 
repetition  of  part  of  the  firk  fen¬ 
tence. 

4  My  voice  is  unto  God,  and  I  cry  aloud ; 
My  voice  unto  God,  and  he  will  hearken 
unto  me.’ 

•*•*••• 

The  waters  faw  thee,  O  God; 

The  waters  faw  thee ;  they  were  feized 
with  anguifh.’  Pf.  lxxvii.  1.  16. 

4  For  he  hath  humbled  thofe  that  dwell  on 
high  ;  _ 

The  lofty  city,  he  hath  brought  her  down  : 
He  hath  brought  her  down  to  the  ground ; 
He  hath  levelled  her  with  the  duft. 

The  foot  fhall  trample  upon  her; 

The  feet  of  the  poor,  the  fteps  of  the 
needy.’  If  a.  xxvi.  5,  6. 

There  are  parallel  triplets,  when 
three  lines  correfpond  together,  and 
form  a  kind  of  kanza  j  of  which 
however  only  two  commonly  are 
fynonymous 


s 
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c  The  wicked  fhall  fee  it,  and  it  fhall  grieve 
him ; 

He  fhall  gnafh  his  teeth,  and  pine  away; 
The  defire  of  the  wicked  fhall  perilh.’ 
9  Pf.  cxii.  io. 

*  And  he  fhall  fnatch  on  the  right,  and  yet 
be  hungry; 

And  he  fhall  devour  on  the  left,  and  not 
he  fatisfied  ; 

Every  man  fhall  devour  the  fiefh  of  his 
neighbour.’  If  a.  ix.  20. 

There  are  likewife  parallels  con¬ 
fining  of  four  lines :  two  diftichs 
being  fo  connected  together  by  the 
fenfe  and  the  conftrudtion,  as  to 
make  one  ftanza.  Such  is  the 
form  of  the  thirty-feventh  Pfalm, 
which  is  evidently  laid  out  by  the 
initial  letters  in  ftanzas  of  four  lines. 

4  Be  not  moved  with  indignation  againft 
the  evil  doers ; 

Nor  with  zeal  againft  the  workers  of  ini¬ 
quity  : 

For  like  the  giafs  they  fhall  foon  be  cut  off ; 
And  like  the  green  herb  they  fhall  wither.’ 

Pf.  xxxvii.  1,  2. 

4  The  ox  knoweth  his  pofTeffor; 

And  the  afs  the  crib  of  his  lord  : 

But  Ifrael  doth  not  know  Me; 

Neither  doth  my  people  confider.’  If  a.  i.  3. 

In  ftanzas  of  four  lines  fometimes 
the  parallel  lines  anfwer  to  one 
another  alternately;  the  hr  ft:  to  the 
third,  and  the  fecond  to  the 
fourth  : 

4  As  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  earth; 
So  high  is  his  goodnefs  over  them  that 
fear  him  : 

As  remote  as  the  eaft  is  from  the  weft; 

So  far  hath  he  removed  from  us  our 
tranfgrefiions.’  Pf.  ciii.  11,12. 

4  And  ye  faid  :  Nay,  but  on  horfes  will 
we  flee ; 

Therefore  fhall  ye  be  put  to  flight : 
And  on  fwift  couriers  will  we  ride; 

Therefore  fhall  they  be  fwift,  that 
purfue  you.’  If  a.  xxx.  16. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  fecond 
fort  of  parallels,  viz.  the  antithetic ; 
©f  which  kind  are  the  following  : 

4  A  wife  fon  rejoiceth  his  father : 

But  a  foolifh  fon  is  the  grief  of  his  mo¬ 
ther.’  Prw,  x,  1* 
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Where  every  word  hath  its  oppo- 
ftre  :  for  the  terms  father  and  mo¬ 
ther  are,  as  the  logicians  fay,  re¬ 
latively  oppofite. 

4  The  memory  of  the  juft  is  a  bkfflng; 

But  the  name  of  the  wicked  fliall  rot/ 

Prov.  x.  7. 

Here  are  only  two  antithetic 
terms :  for  memory  and  name  are  fy- 
nonymous. 

4  There  is  that  fcattereth,  and  ft  ill  en- 
creafeth ; 

And  'that  is  unreafonably  fparing,  yet 
groweth  poor.’  Pro<v.  xi.  24. 

Here  is  a  kind  of  double  antithesis  5 
one  between  the  two  lines  them- 
felves,  and  likewife  a  fubordinate 
oppofition  between  the  two  parts 
of  each. 

This  form,  he  oblerves,  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  adapted  to  adages,  aphorifms„ 
and  detached  fentences,  and  that 
we  are  not  therefore  to  expert  fre¬ 
quent  inftances  of  it  in  the  other 
poems  of  the  Old  Teftament ;  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  are  elevated  in 
the  ftyle,  and  more  connected  in 
the  parts.  The  author  however 
adds  a  few  examples  from  the  higher 
poetry. 

4  Thefe  in  chariots,  and  thofe  in  horfes  ; 
But  we  in  the  name  of  Jehovah  our  Go<f 
will  be  ftrong. 

They  are  bowed  down,  and  fallen ; 

But  we  are  rifen,  and  maintain  ourfelves 
firm.’  Pf.  xx.  7,  8. 

The  bricks  are  fallen,  but  we  will  build 
with  hewn  ftone : 

The  fycamores  are  cut  down,  but  we  will 
replace  them  with  cedars.  Jfa.ix,  10. 

The  third  fort  of  parallels  the 
author  calls  fyntbetic>  or  conllruc- 
tive,  where  the  parallelifm  confiiU 
only  in  the  fimilar  form  of  conftruc- 
tion  :  in  which  word  does  not  an¬ 
fwer  to  word,  and  fentence  to  fen- 
tence,  as  equivalent  or  oppofite; 
but  there  is  a  correfpondence  and 
equality  between  different  propo¬ 
rtions  in  refpett  of  the  Shape  and 

turn 
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turn  of  the  whole  fentence,  and  of 
the  conflruflive  parts  •  fuch  as  noun 
anfwerirm-  to  noon,  verb  to  verb, 

vT>  . 

member  to  member,  negative  to 
negative,  interrogative  to  interro¬ 
gative. 

*  Praife  ye  Jehovah,  ye  of  the  earth ; 

Ye  fea-rnonllers,  and  all  deeps  : 

Fire  and  hail,  fnow  and  vapour,  &c. 

Pf.  cxiviii.-  7. 

*  Is  fuch  then  the  fa  ft  which  1  chooffe? 
That  a  man  fhould  affiidt  his  foul  for  a 

day? 

Is  it,  that  he  {Lou Id  bow  down  his  head 
like  a  bulrufh  $ 

And  ipread  fackcloth  and  allies  for  his 
couch,  Sec.  Ifa.  Iviii.  5,  6. 

In  thefe  inftances  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  there  are  per¬ 
haps  no  two  .lines  correfponding 
oue  with  another  as  equivalent  or 
oppofite  in  terms  ;  yet  there  is  a 
parallelism  equally  apparent,  and 
altnoll  as  ilriking,  which  arifes  from 
the  limilar  form  and  equality  of  the 
lines,  from  the  correfpondence  of 
the  ijiembers  and  the  conftruflion  ; 
the  confequence  of  which  is  a  har¬ 
mony  and  rhythm  little  inferior  in 
effecl  to  that  of  the  two  kinds  pre¬ 
ceding. 

Of  the  three  different  forts  of 
parallels,  as  above  explained,  every 
one  hath  its  peculiar  character  and 
proper  effect :  and  therefore  they 
are  differently  employed  on  dif¬ 
ferent  occafions  .  .  .  Synonymous 
parallels  have  the  appearance  of  art 
and  concinnity,  and  a  itudied  ele¬ 
gance.  They  prevail  chiefly  in 
fhorter  poems  ;  in  many  of  the 
Pfalms ;  in  Balaam’s  prophecies ; 
frequently  in  thofe  of  Ifaiah,  which 
are  molt  of  them  diftinfl  poems  of 
no  great  length.  The  antithetic 
parallelifm  gives  an  acutenefs  and 
force  to  adages  and  moral  fen- 
tences ;  and  therefore  abounds  in 
Solomon’s  proverbs,  and  elfewhere 


is  not  often  to  be  met  with.  The 
poem  of  Job,  being  on  a  large 
plan,  and  in  a  high  tragic  ftyle* 
though  very  exafl:  in  the  divifion  of 
the  lines,  and  in  the  parallelifm, 
and  affording  ma'ny  fine  examples 
of  the  fynonymous  kind,  yet  con-^ 
fills  chiefly  of  the  conftruflive.  A 
happy  mixture  of  the  feveral  forts 
gives  an  agreeable  variety  ;  and 
they  ferve  mutually  to  recommend 
and  let  off  one  another.” 

He  next  confiders  the  diftinflion 
of  Hebrew  verfes  into  longer  and 

O 

fhorter,  founded  alfo  on  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  alphabetic  poems  ; 
one  third  of  the  whole  number 
being  manifeftly  of  the  larger  fort 
of  verfe,  the  red  of  the  fhorter,. 
He  does  not  attempt  exafllv  to  de¬ 
fine,  by  the  number  of  lyllables, 
the  limit  which  Separates  one  fort 
of  verfe  from  the  other  ;  all  that 
he  affirms  is  this  ;  that  one  of  the 
three  poems  perfedly  alphabetical, 
and  therefore  infallibly  divided 
into  its  verfes  ;  and  three  of  the 
nine  other  alphabetical  poems,  di¬ 
vided  into  their  verfes,  after  the 
manner  of  the  perfectly  aphabeti- 
cai,  with  the  greateft  degree  of 
probability  ;  that  thefe  four  poems, 
being  the  four  firft  Lamentations  of 
Jeremiah,  fall  into  verfes  about 
one  third  longer,  taking  them  one 
with  another,  than  thofe  of  ths 
other  eight  alphabetical  poems.— 
Example  of  thefe  long  verfes  from 
a  poem  perfedly  alphabetical  : 

‘  I  am  the  man,  that  hath  feen  affliftion, 
by  the  rod  of  his  anger : 

He  hath  led  me,  and  made  me  walk  iti 
darknefs,  and  not  in  light,’  &c. 

Lam.  iii.  1 — 4. 

Examples  of  the  fame  for:  of 
verfe,  where  the  limits  of  the  verfei 
are  to  be  colie  fled  only  from  the 
poetical  coni.tr  uflion.  of  the  fen- 
tences : 


e  The 


ACCOUNT 

<  The  law  of  Jehovah  Is  perfect,  restor¬ 
ing  the  foul : 

The  teftimony  of  Jehovah  is  fure,  making 
wife  the  iimple,'  Sec.  Pj.  xix.  7. 

‘  A  found  of  a  multitude  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  as  of  many  people  ; 

A  found  of  the  tumult  of  kingdoms,  of 
nations  gathered  together,’  Ija.  xiii.  4. 

The  learned  prelate  having  efta- 
blifhed,  on  the  grounds  we  have 
already  mentioned,  his  opinion  con¬ 
cerning  the  compofition  of  the 
prophetical  writings,  proceeds  to 
point  out  the  very  important  ad¬ 
vantages  which  are  to  be  deriv¬ 
ed  from  this  fource,  both  to  the 
tranflator  and  interpreter  of  the 
feriptures. 

Flatnefs,  he  obferves,  and  infi- 
pidity,  will  generally  be  the  con- 
fequences  of  a  deviation  from  the 
native  manner  of  an  original, 
which  has  a  real  merit  and  a  pe¬ 
culiar  force  of  its  own.  To  ex- 
prefs  therefore  the  form  and  fafhion 
of  the  compofition  becomes  as  ne- 
ceffary  in  a  tranflation,  as  to  give 
the  author’s  fenfe  with  fidelity  and 
exactnefs :  but  with  what  fuccefs 
can  this  be  attempted,  when  the 
tranflator  himfelf  has  an  inadequate 
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or  even  falfe  idea  of  the  real  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  author,  as  a  writer  ; 
of  the  general  nature  and  of  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  compofition  ? 

He  next  proves,  in  a  number  of 
examples,  that  this  attention  to 
the  peculiar  turn  and  caft  of  the 
original,  may  be  of  hill  greater  ufe 
to  the  interpreter,  by  leading  him 
into  the  meaning  of  obfeure  words 
and  phrafes,  and  by  fuggelting  the 
true  reading  where  the  text  is  cor¬ 
rupted. 

With  regard  to  the  fidelity  of  the 
tranflation  now  offered  to  the 
public,  the  excellent  author  has 
entered  very  largely  into  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  criticifm,  and  the  method 
of  interpretation,  on  which  he  has 
proceeded.  It  would  be  impoffible 
to  do  juftice  to  this  part  of  his  dif- 
fertation  without  tranferibing  the 
whole;  w'e  fhaJI  therefore  content 
ourfelves  with  faying,  that  the 
principal  objeffs  of  his  invaluable 
obfervations  are,  the  Maforetic 
punctuation,  the  ftate  of  the  He¬ 
brew  text,  and  the  ancient  verfions 
of  the  Old  Teflament, 


The  article  from  our  njery  refpeBable  correfpondent  at  Liverpool^ 
'Wasy  by  fome  accident ,  mijlaid ;  but  Jhall  be  infsrted  in  the  next  'volume . 
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